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NINTH BEACHWOOD 
HIGH SCHOOL GALLERY 

OF SUCCESS
NOMINATIONS OF OUTSTANDING 

GRADUATES NOW
BEING ACCEPTED

(100 alumni have been inducted)

Dear Beachwood Residents,

In May 2005, Beachwood residents passed a 5.9 mill operating levy. When they did 
so, the Beachwood City School District stated its goal to stay off the ballot until 2008.

In 2008, as Beachwood High School prepared for its 50th anniversary, I recommended to 
the Beachwood Board of Education that we consider a renovation of the aging high school 
building. Many of the proposed upgrades were energy related. Others represented safety 
enhancements, remodeling of academic classrooms, and renovation of facilities related to 
fine arts and athletics. Plans were considered to combine a bond issue to fund the high school 
renovation with an operating levy that would have been placed on the ballot in November 2008.  

However, over the past year, economic conditions have worsened 
considerably for most Americans.  As unemployment creeps toward 
10%, we are seeing increasing foreclosures, soaring utility costs, 
rising tax delinquencies, and greater economic uncertainty than 
many of us can remember at any time in our lives.   

As our residents adjust their personal household budgets to deal with the current 
state of affairs, they are expecting their school district to do likewise. Accordingly, we 
have implemented actions to reduce expenditures for the current year and beyond by 
reducing discretionary spending accounts for supplies and equipment. We have sought 
and incorporated significant input from our building principals.

On February 9, 2009, Beachwood Schools Treasurer Michele Mills and I made a 
presentation to the Beachwood Board of Education on the topic of the district’s economic 
forecast. It contained an overview of our present state of district finances and a projection 
of expenditures and revenues over the next five years.

At this time, per my recommendation, the Board is intending to postpone placing a tax 
levy on the ballot until 2010. Such a postponement will not be easy.  Signs of an ailing 
economy cited earlier, coupled with the phase out of the hold-harmless provisions of the 
tangible personal property tax on businesses, mean major loss of revenue for Beachwood 
Schools. However, by implementing strategic reductions in our operating costs, we are 
determined to do our best to weather the current economic storm.  

The reduction process is not an easy one moving beyond the current school year. Salaries 
and benefits account for nearly 80% of our district budget. While many spending reductions 
will be in the areas of equipment and supplies, some will undoubtedly include personnel 
reductions. Please understand that this is an arduous process. It is always difficult to render 
decisions that result in the loss of jobs. It is vastly more difficult to be the person experiencing 
the job loss. I am hopeful that our efforts to reduce costs in other areas will decrease the need 
to reduce personnel. 

The decision to delay the levy was not made in haste. The postponement was a deliberate 
attempt to acknowledge the hardships that businesses and households are encountering in 
the current economic climate.  Throughout the process of cost reduction, we are determined 
to safeguard the characteristics that define Beachwood as a premier school district.  

Sincerely,

Dr. Richard A. Markwardt
Superintendent 

Letter to the Community from the Superintendent

CRITERIA:
Leadership, service, 

humanitarianism, creativity, 
courage and/or career 

contributions that have
benefited others

INDUCTION WEEKEND:
OCTOBER 16 - 17, 2009

(BHS Homecoming Weekend)
Induction assembly, luncheon,

and school and
community receptions

 
DEADLINE FOR 
NOMINATIONS:

Friday, May 1, 2009
For nomination form please
contact Paula Zavell Rollins,

2009 Gallery of Success
Coordinator

216-292-5600
phonepr@aol.com
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Back row from left to right:
Anthony Amaddio - Appointed to the   
 United States Air Force Academy
Nerissa Darvin - Vanderbilt University
Dan Tamarkin - Bucknell University 
Lori Taich - Case Western Reserve University
Max Sheridan - Vanderbilt University
Adam Laurentig - Beloit College
Marla Lipsyc - Columbia University
Rui Dai - Yale University*
Ling Shen - Cornell University
Evan Weiss - Rochester Institute of   
 Technology (not present for picture)
A.J. Rabovsky - Vanderbilt University
 (not present for picture)

*Early Action Acceptance

BHS Seniors Celebrate Early College Acceptances

A team of Beachwood sixth graders 
won the winter state championship title and 
placed tenth in the nation in the academic 
competition Knowledge Master Open 
(KMO). Another team of sixth graders won 
eighth place in the state and Hilltop’s fifth 
grade team took fifth place in the state.

KMO is a computer-based competition that 
allows students to compete in a widespread 
curriculum-based contest without leaving 
their classrooms. Participants answer 100 
questions in areas of math, science, history, 
current events, language arts, and geography 
and vie for top scores that are based on 
accuracy and speed of their answers.

The KMO competition annually attracts 
over 3,000 schools and 45,000 participants 
from the U.S. and several foreign lands. 
There are approximately 325 schools that are 
competing this year from across the country 
and around the world. This is the seventh 
time in three years that Beachwood teams 
have earned KMO state championships.

The coaches for this year's KMO teams 
are Horizons' teachers Kathleen Kelly and 
Maria Colombo-DiLeonare.

Sixth Grade Team –1st Place Winners in the State:
From back row right to left: Jon Shapiro, Lexi Stovsky, Olivia Tse and Eric Xu.
Middle row right to left: Ian Mitchell, Ryan Reilly, Brenna Rosen and Jaime Rotsky.
From row right to left: Danielle Adelstein, Monica Colmenares, Hannah Firestone 
and Kaury Hooper.

Sixth Grade Team – 8th Place Winners in the State: Griffin Celleghin, Emily Dann, 
Susan Eiben, Dylan Kelner, Aaron Lowenkamp, Kaustav Malik, Cathy Perloff, 
Emily Schwarz, Corey Shupp, Evan Simpson, Caroline Stern, Nick Teterchev and 
Janet Wang.

Fifth Grade Team – 5th Place Winners in the State: Sophie Alter, Paul Corty, Sydney 
Eisenberg, Reid Gobieski, Madeline Gottfried, Neel Lachhwani, Junyoung Lee, 
Hannah Leland, Emily Melzak, Simon Perilla, Katherine Pioro and Zoe Simon.

The Beachwood School District proudly 
congratulates the following seniors who have been 
accepted to their first-choice schools, to which they 
applied through binding early decision applications.

Beachwood Sixth Graders Win KMO State Championship
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Eighth grade BMS students Andrew Romanoff and 
Jordan Rose featured one of over 180 displays at the BMS 
Science Fair on Wednesday, February 4. Their project focused 
on a study of how balance affects free throw basketball 
accuracy.

Photo Credit: Melanie DeLuca

Congratulations to Brandon Smith on 
being named this year’s Beachwood High 
School (BHS) Snoball King.

The announcement was made at the BHS 
boy's home basketball game on January 30 
against Cuyahoga Heights where BHS had 
a 67-50 victory.

Pictured from left: Samantha Golovan, 
Brandon Smith and Colette Aboussouan.

Photo by Marc A. Eisenberg.

Congratulations to the Beachwood Middle School 8th grade boys basketball team on 
being the champion of the end-of-the-season Blue Devils/Redskins 2009 Middle School 
Tournament.

Front row, from left: Devin Moore, Armani Smith, Jared Williams, Max Siegel
Back row, from left: Jelani Porter, Coach Travis, Jordan Rose, Rob Goldberg, 

Jordan Richardson, Jon Tramer.


