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Beachwood’s Robotics Team Advanced to Quarterfinals

On February 27th and 28th the Beachwood
Robotics team competed in the FIRST (For Inspiration
and Recognition of Science and Technology)
Buckeye Regional Robotics Competition. Fifty-nine
teams from Greater Cleveland, throughout Ohio,
Florida, Indiana, Maryland, Michigan, Pennsylvania
and South Carolina competed in this tournament.
The FIRST Robotics Competition challenges
teams to solve a common problem in a six-week
timeframe using a standard “kit of parts” and a
common set of rules. Teams build robots from the
parts and enter them in competitions. This year’s
robot game goal was to be able to pick balls up
off of the playing field and then place them in the
trailers that were attached to the opposing team’s
robot. Simultaneously, teams had to watch out for
opposing teams placing balls in their robot’s trailer.
Beachwood had the two highest match scores
of the competition. The Robotics team finished 8th
out of 59 teams and made it past the quarterfinals
before being eliminated in the semi-finals.
Pictured from left: Sam Goldman, Jason Zhang, Tigran Askaryan, Graham Gobieski, Phillip Jakubowitz, Steve Janovitz,
Tony Sapell, Dani Kelner, Coach Bob Davis, Rebecca Wolkoff, Mengzhi Wu, Aaron Danielpour, and Chenyu Zhang.
Kneeling from left: Brandon Hayzlett and Evan Weiss.
Not pictured: Alex Bruening, Ricky Cohen, Duncan Rodriguez, Jonathan Rodriguez, and Yuxi Zheng,

Bison Boys are CVC Basketball Champs

Pictured from left: Coach Andrew Salata, Coach Jason Priah, Kevin Moss, Jordan Rzepka, Alex
Small, Joe Tramer, Griffen Weisberg, Steve Yarbrough, Doug Rosenthal, Max Sheridan, Isaiah Watts,
Jared Moss and Ari Meskin, Head Coach Jason Pecjak, Principal Robert Hardis, Ed Bartko, and
Coach John Kane.
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Seniors Griffen Weisberg
and Max Sheridan averaged
16 and 25 points per game
(respectively) and led the
Bison boys to win the
Cuyahoga Valley Conference
Metro Championship for the
2008-09 season (record of
nine wins/one loss). This title
was last won in 1994 in the
MAC-8 Conference.

Speech and Debate

After being in existence for only two years, the BHS Speech and
Debate team has proven to be a powerful force on the area debate
circuit. Team members have participated in various categories such
as Student Congress, Public Forum, and Lincoln-Douglas Debate
as well as Duo Interpretation and Impromptu Speaking. For such a
young, new, and small team, Beachwood has become a formidable
competitor in the Cleveland District debate community with at
least one student, and most often two, placing in every tournament
through the months of December and January. Considering the
team currently has only six members, this is a sign of the team’s
commitment to excellence. The students have shown considerable
diligence practicing for approximately six hours each week after
school since early November and giving up ten Saturdays to compete
in area tournaments.
The team’s most gratifying experience came when all three
Student Congress debaters qualified for the state tournament, placed
in preliminaries to move on to semi-final rounds, and placed in the
top 20 out of the 150 best Student Congress debaters in the state.
On March 5th and 6th the president of the club, junior Matt Baron,
won 3rd place overall at states with sophomores Elliot Angart and
Anna Swanson placing 7th and 20th, respectively.
The team hopes to attract more students over the next school
year and is planning to attend two national circuit tournaments along
with local district tournaments. Currently, Matt Baron is preparing
to debate in May at the National Tournament of Champions, one

of the nation’s most prestigious debate events. Elliot Angart, Anna
Swanson, and Victor Tse are readying themselves for intense
debate to win a place at the National Forensics League Finals in
June. Nicole Robinson, a BHS English teacher, coaches the team.
Pictured from left: Rachael Silver (Impromptu), Ho Jai Han
(Public Forum), Elliot Angart, Matt Baron, Victor Tse (Public
Forum), and in front, Anna Swanson (Student Congress). Not
pictured: Scott Remer (Lincoln-Douglas & Public Forum Debate).

Wrestler Pins Down a Successful
Season and Goes to State

Kindergarten Registration
at Bryden School

Junior Alex Dronzek (103 pounds) took second place in his
weight class at the Ohio State High School Wrestling Championship.
Dronzek had an amazing year with a record of 39-2 winning
matches and was named District Champ, CVC Champ, and CVC
MVP. In all his 41 matches, Alex was only scored on three times by
opponents. Coach Dugan Bentley commented, “Very few people
have the desire to give the commitment or sacrifice that Alex has
given to the sport of wrestling. Most athletes could not or would
not push themselves so hard, but to Alex, it was a small price to
pay for the success he has earned.” Dronezek looks ahead to his
senior year to continue his success and is eager to set new goals.

It’s almost time to register for kindergarten for the 2009/10
school year. If you have not yet requested
a registration packet, please call Janet
Kertesz at Bryden Elementary School,
216-831-3933. The packet contains all
documents needed to register your child.
Once completed, please make a registration appointment with Mrs.
Kertesz. Registration begins April 23rd.

Pictured: Alex Dronzek at State wrestling against St. Mary’s
(Sandusky, Ohio). Photo Credit: Marc Eisenberg.

Pictured from left: Kindergarteners Hannah Light and Sanja
Murthy at Bryden Elementary School.
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Bison Lady Swimmers Qualified
Four for State

Mark Wood from Trans-Siberian
Orchestra Rocked Out with
the BHS and BMS Orchestra
March 3rd and 4th were electrifying and memorable days for the
BMS and BHS orchestras. Both groups had a chance to practice,
play and perform in a concert for the community with rock violinist
Mark Wood. Wood is an original member of Trans-Siberian
Orchestra, receiving two platinum and three gold records from his
work with them. In addition, he has toured and performed with
such artists as Billy Joel, Celine Dion, Lenny Kravitz and Jewel.

Pictured from left: Eighth grade viola player Austin Vannoy
and Mark Wood practice with the BMS orchestra.

This year has been an amazing year for the lady swimmers
with team members repeatedly beating old school records and then
breaking their own new personal or team best. Athletic Director
Joe Perella commented, “We had to wait until after State to finally
post the new records. We knew at the rate they were going it was
too early to claim a best record this season.”
The swim team had four girls qualify for the state meet in
Canton, Ohio and brought Amelia Wester as an alternate. Shani
Fox, Emi Hitomi, Elizabeth Morris, and Laura Tramer qualified
for State in the 400 meter relay. Laura Tramer also qualified for
the 500 meter free and took 4th place beating her previous record
twice and ended the season with her best time of 5:07.79.
Pictured, back row from left: Alternate Amelia Wester, Coach
Lisa Sostakowski, Shani Fox, and Emi Hitomi.
Front row from left: Elizabeth Morris and Laura Tramer.

NINTH BEACHWOOD HIGH SCHOOL GALLERY OF SUCCESS
NOMINATIONS OF OUTSTANDING GRADUATES
NOW BEING ACCEPTED
(100 alumni have been inducted)

CRITERIA

Leadership, service, humanitarianism, creativity, courage and/or career contributions
that have benefited others.

INDUCTION WEEKEND

October 16 - 17, 2009 (BHS Homecoming Weekend) Induction assembly, luncheon, and
school and community receptions.

DEADLINE FOR NOMINATIONS

Friday, May 1, 2009. For a nomination form please contact Paula Zavell Rollins,
2009 Gallery of Success Coordinator at 216-292-5600 or phonepr@aol.com.
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Beachwood Artist Confidential

White & Gold 2009

Freshman Arielle Cohen was recently accepted to
the prestigious Interlochen Center for the Arts summer
camp in. Cohen previously attended Interlochen last
summer for the intermediate program and presently
continues her visual arts studies at BHS while taking
teen classes at the Cleveland Institute of Art.
To be applicable for the advanced drawing visual
arts program at Interlochen, Cohen needed to apply and
submit a portfolio of her work. She was accepted based
on her strong and diverse art portfolio of still-lifes,
landscapes, and portraits. The camp will take place over
three weeks and will focus on observational drawing
with over five hours of class time each day. Cohen will
continue to explore art using a variety of mediums and tools and looks forward to using
chalk pastels, which is one of her favorites.
Pictured: Arielle Cohen with a chalk pastel drawing of a landscape she saw on a
recent vacation.

White & Gold, the annual high school
talent show, took place February 27-28
at Beachwood High School. Students
entertained the audiences with skits, singing,
music, dancing and more.
Directors were Colette Aboussouan,
Ali Lipp, Samantha Golovan, Suzanne
Schiavone and Taryn Weiss. Special thanks
goes to White & Gold advisor Joel Friemark.
Pictured from bottom: Nick Espinosa,
Jordan Rzepka, Danny Weiss,
Vance Coles, Callan Camin
and Eric Krohngold.

Beachwood Schools Student Art Exhibit
Featuring the Works of Students K-12
Sunday, April 26, 2-5 p.m.

Last month, the Beachwood Arts Council held its annual high school exhibit at which
students from area schools entered works that were judged by a panel of three professionals.
Pictured are the pieces exhibited by Beachwood students.
Another upcoming Beachwood Arts Council student show, featuring the works of
Beachwood students, grades K-12, will open Sunday, April 26, 2-5 p.m.; music will be
provided by our students. The show will run through May 10 at the Beachwood Community
Center; viewing hours Monday – Friday, 10-4; Saturday, 10-3; and Sunday, 11-1.
Represented will be artwork of
students in classes taught by Chunny
Hahn, Allison Hicks, Tucker White
and Allen Scott.

Abe Zieleniec
“Portrait”
Pencil
Mr. A. Allen Scott

Callen Camin
“Enchanted Forest”
Acrylic on Canvas
Mr. A. Allen Scott

De’Onte Williams
“Portrait of Frederick Douglass”
Pencil
Mr. A. Allen Scott

Joyce-Catherine Neville
“Pineapple”
Acrylic on Canvas
Mr. A. Allen Scott
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