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Football Team Wins First Conference Title Since 1990

Charles Colson runs with the ball at the homecoming game, which the Bison won 57-6. JV players got time in the game. Photo by Chad Tindel

The Bison football 
team won the Cha-
grin Valley Conference 
title after defeating 
Cuyahoga Heights 35-
34 on Friday, Oct. 18.

This win brought 
their overall record 
to 6-2 (now 6-3), put-
ting them on track to 
make their first playoff 
appearance in many 
years.

Fans were on the 
edges of their seats as 
the game spilled into 
overtime. Beachwood 
scored first, bringing 
them into the lead. 
The score was 35-28.

Lawn signs, some-
times in sets of twos 
and threes, have 
sprouted on the lawns 
of many Beachwood 
residents. 

The Oct. 9 League 
of Women Voters’ 
Candidate Night was 
packed. Tickets sold 
out quickly to the 
Cleveland Jewish 
News Mayoral Debate 
on Oct. 15. 

With the mayoral 
and city council elec-

tions approaching 
Nov. 5, Beachwood 
has become a hotbed 
of political activity. 
But in a community 
where 15-24 year olds 
only make up 8.4% of 
the population, what 
is the role of youth in 
Beachwood politics?

All candidates claim 
to care about the opin-
ions of youth, either 
through seeking their 
perspectives or by ad-
vocating youth-cen-
tered initiatives. May-
oral candidate Brian 

Linick and City Coun-
cil candidate James 
Pasch are advocating 
specific policies.

“I would like to see 
Friday night lights,” 
said Linick. “And when 
I’m Mayor, I’m going 
to work as hard as I 
can with the schools 
and make that a real-
ity.” 

Linick also sees 
his proposal for a free 
WiFi networking as 
benefitting Beach-
wood’s youth. “I want 
to make it so young 

people have places to 
gather so they are able 
to take advantage of 
technology,” he said.

Pasch plans to cre-
ate a youth advisory 
committee to City 
Council. “[The goal 
is to] figure out what 
things you want to see 
for the future of the 
community,” he said. 
“What is it going to 
take to get you to move 
home after you’re done 
with your college or 
graduate education?”

 According to his 

campaign literature, 
Pasch also plans on 
working with the 
School Board to 
launch an anti-bully-
ing awareness cam-
paign. 

Other candidates 
have already incorpo-
rated youth into their 
campaigns.

“I did seek out and 
get the endorsement 
of the young Demo-
crats club. I was one 
of only two candidates 
who’s done that,” said 
Council candidate Mi-

chael Silver. James 
Pasch was the other 
candidate.

“One of the first 
things I did when I 
started running was 
reach out to Scott [Ar-
kin], who is President 
of the BHS young 
Democrats,” Pasch 
said. “There have been 
high school students 
involved my campaign 
from day one.”

“I’m getting out and 
talking to [youth],” 
said Councilman Mel-

In Mayoral and City Council Races,  Candidates Appeal to Youth Vote
By Cathy Perloff
Editor-in-Chief
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By Aden Stern
Staff Writer

The Cuyahoga Hts. 
Redskins scored next, 
but that was the last 
of their luck. They 
went for a two-point 
conversion instead of 
kicking the easy extra 
point. When a Redskin 
receiver missed the 
catch in spite of being 
wide open, it was over. 
The Bison had won.

This historic vic-
tory is on the heels of 
a winning season, an 
impressive first year 
for head coach Mike 
Gibbons.

There are many fac-
tors  contributing to 
the team’s success. 
One is junior quarter-
back Max Balazs.

“Not that I wasn’t ex-
pecting it, but I think 
Max Balazs is doing 
very well this season,” 
said senior captain Ju-
lio Stevens. “In his first 
year as a starter, and 
at a position like QB 
where there may be a 
lot of pressure, I think 
he has really stepped 
up to the challenge.”

“Max Balazs has 
come through in a very 
big way that I did not 
expect,” senior defen-
sive end Rahsaan Felix 
said.

Balazs has thrown 19 
touchdowns to only 5 
interceptions. He has 
thrown for 1586 yards 
with a completion rate 

of 59.5%.
Stevens has also 

been a key player. 
He has 45 receptions 
for 788 yards and 13 
touchdowns, leading 
the Bison in all three 
categories.

Another factor to the 
Bison success has been 
their athleticism.

“We have great ath-
letes. In all our games, 
we are the more ath-
letic team on the field,” 
Stevens said.

“Our offense is defi-
nitely one of the best 
I have been a part of,” 
Felix said.

 Gibbons agrees. “Of-
fensively we are able 
to run and throw very 

well. We are very bal-
anced.” said Gibbons.

Some feel there is 
still room for improve-
ment.

“I think we can cut 
down on our mental 
mistakes... Of course 
we’ll make mistakes, 
but coming down the 
stretch, we can’t af-
ford to have the same 
mistakes that we have 
made if we are going to 
win,” said Stevens.

Felix disagrees. “We 
are in a zone right 
now, and we will be 
ready for anyone.”

“If we make the play-
offs, we will have all 
the confidence in the 
world,” Stevens said. 

“It would be our first-
time in 10 plus years, 
so we would be hot at 
the right time. I don’t 
think anyone would 
want to play us.”

The Bison lost 52-12 
to  undefeated Kirtland 
last Friday, a team that 
has not lost a game in 
the past two seasons. 
They face West Geau-
ga (6-3) this weekend 
to finish the season.

Gibbons seemed ex-
cited about potentially 
making the playoffs. 
“Hopefully we go to 
the championship,” he 
said.
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When classes start-
ed this fall, students 
were quick to recog-
nize changes to the 
math curriculum in 
honors and college 
prep. algebra I, II and 
geometry courses.

In order to explain 
the changes, the math 
dept. invited parents 
to a meeting in the 
community room on 
the evening of Sept. 6. 

With approximate-
ly 65 parents in atten-
dance, math teachers 
detailed what the first 
day of class looked 
like for geometry stu-
dents. Groups of four 
parents were asked to 
complete a math prob-
lem. After completing 
the assignment, one 
parent acted as the 
“recorder reporter” to 
present what his team 
learned.

After this activity, 
parents listened to an 
informational presen-
tation regarding the 
math program.

Math dept. chair-
person Carole Katz 
explained that these 
changes were made 
in order to align more 
closely to the new 
Common Core State 
Standards adopted by 

45 states, including 
Ohio. 

While many choices 
existed to make this 
transition, the school 
board and math de-
partment adopted the 
College Preparatory 
Mathematics (CPM) 
program, a non-profit 
mathematics program 
designed by teachers 
and released in 1989. 
This program has been 
adopted by nearby 
districts like Chagrin 
Falls, Hudson, Ken-
ston, Parma and So-
lon.

Math department 
members felt that 
CPM was the program 
best-supported by re-
search to expand stu-
dent knowledge and 
long-term retention of 
information. 

Algebra teacher 
Jessica Kellogg, who 
now uses CPM in one 
of her classes, is posi-
tive about the pro-
gram.

“Long-term reten-
tion is better with 
CPM,”  she said.

The most obvious 
change is a focus on 
group learning. Ac-
cording to Kellogg, 
participants spend 
the majority of time 
in groups, each having 

one specific task. This 
type of learning allows 
students to improve 
communication skills 
and also requires them 
to think, reason and 
share ideas with other 
students. 

According to the 
presentation on Sept. 
6, initial pairings were 
either randomly-se-
lected or based on a 
teacher’s judgment 
of what groups would 
work best.

Kellogg notes that 
when students are able 
to pick at least one per-
son, “they don’t pick a 
buddy. [Instead they] 
pick someone they can 
get along with and do 
well.”

Another change is a 
department-wide de-
cision to weight grades 
based on types of as-
signments. Assess-
ments represent the 
largest approximate 
percentages, account-
ing for 60% in algebra 
I, 65% in geometry, 
and 70% in algebra II. 
Next, homework and 
class work represents 
25%, 20% and 15%. 
Assignments repre-
sent 15% of each class.

Students also no-
ticed a shift to a tech-
nology-driven class-

room. E-books are 
now being used in 
all CPM programs, 
which “work well with 
Chromebooks,” ac-
cording to Director 
of Curriculum and 
Technology Ken Veon. 
Homework assistance 
is also online for stu-
dent or parent access.

The transition has 
not been without chal-
lenges. 

According to Kel-
logg, the Common 
Core Standards are 
fewer in number than 
the old state stan-
dards, focusing on 
depth over breadth. 
She feels that Beach-
wood is continuing to 
teach beyond the stan-
dards, and that stu-
dents are adjusting to 

working in groups.
As middle school 

math teacher Michelle 
Karim explained at 
the presentation, all 
of these changes result 
in a shift in the role a 
math teacher plays in 
the classroom. There 
will be fewer lectures, 
and teachers will be 
freed-up to “clarify in-
structions,” check for 
understanding, ana-
lyze test results, ques-
tion methodology and 
provide closure to the 
lessons on a more in-
dividual basis. 

“I think working in 
groups is beneficial 
to bounce ideas off 
each other, but every 
student works and 
comprehends math at 
a different pace, cre-

ating dividers in the 
group and making it 
hard for each student 
to learn and grow in-
dividually,” said Anna 
Post, a student in hon-
ors algebra II.

“If people are lis-
tening then it works, 
but if people ignore 
the teacher and the 
lesson then it does not 
work,” said Daniel Ma, 
a student in honors ge-
ometry.

After listening 
to the presentation, 
School Board member 
and Beachwood par-
ent Steve Rosen said, 
“Beachwood gradu-
ates will be better able 
to succeed at college 
and more aligned with 
Common Core stan-
dards.”

New Math Curriculum Focuses on Group Work and Retention
By Jon Shapiro
Reporter at Large

Math students learn in the new group format. Photo by Kate Opre



News TheBeachcomber 3

On Sept. 17th, a host of student 
activities presented before a crowd 
of parents at the activities fair, held 
during open house.

Traditionally, the fair was held 
during a morning assembly before 
a student audience. Principal Ed 
Klein moved the fair to the evening 
in an effort to make it more interac-
tive.

Club displays conveyed meeting 
locations and goals, along with a 
signup sheet. Many clubs, including 
model United Nations and speech 
and debate, went further by prop-
ping their awards up for display.

The clubs represented a variety 
of fields, from international affairs 
to environmental science. Such a 
selection of clubs would seem to 
arouse some interest in the student 
population; however, many club 
members felt that the activities fair 
was more beneficial for parents than 
students.

David Kaye, a member of Big 
Brother, felt the activities fair did 
not reach enough students.

“Adults are signing [their kids] 
up for these clubs, not the kids 
[themselves],” he said.

Academic challenge member 
Jay Rajan agreed. “The activities 
fair is supposed to be [the most] 
beneficial for freshmen,” he said.

Some suggested that the fair 
should be incorporated within the 
school day as it has been in the 
past. Principal Ed Klein is con-
sidering this possibility. “The first 
Monday or Tuesday of school or 
even freshman orientation could 
work,” he said.

Even though the activities fair 
did not reach many students, there 
was a consensus among club mem-
bers that they preferred display 
tables to a brief pitch during an 
assembly, which has been done in 
prior years.

“No one pays attention to a 30 
second pitch during an assembly,” 
Klein said. This is the primary rea-
son why he decided to change the 
arrangement of the fair.

Club presenters felt that the ta-
ble setup allowed for more person-
al connections between presenter 
and listener, which Klein had ini-
tially hoped for.

Klein feels more could be done 
to improve the activities fair in the 
future.

“Advertisements for clubs can 
be posted throughout the school 
for next year,” he said.

Other club members suggested 
making more space for the elabo-
rate displays brought by some 
clubs, such as robotics.

Klein hopes to continue the en-
thusiasm surrounding BHS clubs 
and activities, no matter the venue 
in which they are presented to stu-
dents.

“We need to celebrate success in 
our classes, in our clubs and in our 
sports teams,” he said.

Club Fair Held at Open House
By Reid Gobieski
Staff Writer

Robotics club showing off their robot. 
Photo by Kate Opre

Last Year’s Yearbooks Coming Soon After Extended Delay 
By Grant Gravagna
News Editor

As the school year 
rolls on, many stu-
dents are left missing 
a remnant of the 2012-
2013 school year: 
yearbooks, which 
would typically have 
been released in June 
or August.

A d m i n i s t r a t o r s 
do not want students 
to fret. According to 
Principal Ed Klein, the 
final copy of the year-
book has been sent to 
the printer, though at 
publication, an esti-
mated delivery date 
has not been set. 

While some may be 
quick to criticize the 
delay, Klein offered an 
explanation: “We just 
want to make sure we 
turn out the best pos-
sible yearbook,” he 
said. 

Klein made a deci-
sion to delay yearbook 
production, hoping to 
come out with a better 
product as a result. 

“We wanted to 
make some correc-
tions when we saw that 
last draft,” he said. 

Klein added that 

it is not easy to make 
corrections to a year-
book later on, so it is 
important to fix any 
issues before finalizing 
the book. 

“You want to do ev-
erything you can to get 
it right the first time,” 
he said. “There is only 
one first time with a 
yearbook.” 

Klein explained 
that most of the issues 
were related to factual 
inaccuracies, though 
some were stylistic 
changes, adding that 
the goal was for the 
yearbook to “stand the 
test of time.” 

Senior Soliana 
Goldrich, Editor-in-
Chief of this year’s 
yearbook and a staff 
member last year, said 

she found many of the 
corrections to be mi-
nor, and largely due 
to last year’s short-
staffed yearbook crew. 

“It took a long time 
for the people who 
were actually working 
on [the yearbook],” 
Goldrich said, explain-
ing that only a handful 
of students were con-
tributing. 

Goldrich said she 
believed the errors 
the administration 
pointed out would not 
have hindered stu-
dents from enjoying 
the book. 

“With any publica-
tion… you’re going to 
find problems, you’re 
going to find typos in 
it, perhaps. I mean, 
little things that… you 

might notice, but it’s 
not going to deter you 
from [enjoying it],” 
she said. 

 Klein also sought 
to strike down specu-
lation that inappro-
priate content had 
been snuck into the 
final copy, commend-
ing last year’s advisers 
Kevin Houchins and 
Erin Acklin for pre-
venting such an issue. 

“There was noth-
ing inappropriate in 
there,” he said. 

Houchins took a 
balanced view on the 
publication delay.

“There were a lot 
of different reasons,” 
Houchins said.  “Some 
of them were unfor-
tunate situations and 
other things [were] 

great situations.” 
Houchins explained 

that some hindranc-
es delayed the year-
book. First, a couple 
of months after last 
school year started, 
the previous adviser 
stepped down due 
to a building reas-
signment, requiring 
Houchins to step in 
after work had already 
started. Second, two 
lead editors stepped 
down from their posi-
tion due to other com-
mitments. 

Houchins views 
the success of athletic 
teams as a more posi-
tive cause of the delay. 

“Last year was a 
historical year here 
at BHS that saw us 
reach heights in things 
where we had never 
made it before,” he 
said, explaining more 
time was needed to 
prepare some of the 
athletic sections. 

Building substi-
tute Alise Stawicki 
will serve as yearbook 
adviser this year, as 
Houchins stepped 
down from the posi-

tion to spend more 
time with his family. 
He maintains his po-
sition as a technology 
teacher. 

While Klein admit-
ted some parents have 
called asking when 
yearbooks will be dis-
tributed, he said that 
upon learning why, 
they were understan-
ding. He added that 
books will be mailed to 
2013 graduates.

Aaron Paley, a class 
of 2013 graduate, said 
that while he is dis-
appointed, he under-
stands the reasoning, 
and just wished the 
administration would 
have explained the is-
sue to the students. 

“It doesn’t have 
much meaning any-
more,” Paley said, ex-
plaining that, months 
after graduation and 
several weeks into his 
freshman year of col-
lege, he feels removed 
from high school.

“People would be a 
lot more understand-
ing of the issues if [the 
school] got that [infor-
mation] out,” he said. 

Oculus covers from 2006 
(left) and 2008 (right). 

The 2013 yearbook is cur-
rently at the printer.  Photos 
by Aaron Lowenkamp
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As the school year 
began, it seemed as 
though some clubs 
like yearbook, Junior 
Council of World Af-
fairs (JCWA), tech 
crew and drama could 
be at risk due to  lack 
of advisers. 

These vacancies 
presented a challenge 
for the administration, 
but fortunately, most 
have now been filled.

Advisers who have 
recently resigned from 
these positions cite 
enormous time com-
mitment as a reason 
for stepping down. 

According to BHS 
Principal Ed Klein, 
new advisers must go 
through a multi-step 
interview process be-
cause candidates must 
meet some important 
criteria. 

“[We first] try to 
find somebody within 
the staff,” Klein said. 
“It’s important to have 
a relationship with our 
school and with our 
students, but you want 
somebody who knows 
the subject area.”  

For example, a 
JCWA adviser must 
be familiar with the 
research and presen-
tation skills central 
to success at any con-
ference, and a drama 
advisor should have a 
theater background.

If he is unable to 
find an adviser from 
within the staff, Klein 

searches outside the 
school.

 “I just kind of go 
out on the street and 
start shouting,” he 
joked. “No, what I [do] 
is call my contacts in 
other school districts.” 

The time commit-
ment is the number 
one reason former 
drama club adviser 
Sheila Heyman decid-
ed to leave. 

“I’ve been doing this 
for 18 years and direct-
ed 39 shows,” Heyman 
said. “One of the big 
reasons I decided not 
to do it anymore [is] 
because over the last 
couple years, I’ve been 
taking a course in dog 
training… I have to 
have my evenings and 
my weekends free.” 

She added that she 
virtually lives at the 
school during shows. 
In addition to having 
rehearsals every Mon-
day through Thursday, 
there are the occasion-
al weekend rehearsals.

 “When I’m not re-
hearsing, I’m choreo-

graphing or prop run-
ning or out looking for 
costume pieces, so it’s 
not just the time spent 
in school,” she said. 

At publication, a 
new adviser named 
Pierre Brault has been 
hired. Drama club 
members are look-
ing forward to meet-
ing him, and hoping 
things won’t change 
too much this year.

“We’re not sure yet, 
instead of having a fall 
and spring show, we’re 
probably just going to 
have one show in the 
middle of the year. 
It might be a dinner 
theater kind of thing. 
We’re still looking into 
that,” junior Wendy 
Pineda-Gonzalez said. 

However, things 
aren’t looking quite as 
good for tech crew.

 “If I were to say 
where I was right now 
in finding a tech di-
rector, it’s not looking 
very good,” senior Max 
Bleich said. 

The administra-
tion has given him the 

go-ahead to lead tech 
crew, but he still needs 
an adult with expe-
rience to advise the 
group.

“[We need some-
body] who could at 
least be there to make 
sure all hell doesn’t 
break loose,” Bleich 
said.

According to Bleich, 
the tech club needs an 
adviser who is easy-
going, knowledge-
able about tech and 
theater, but who can 
make sure that people 
stay on task and can 
give direction well.

Alise Stawicki, the 
Oculus’s new adviser, 
will have large shoes 
to fill this year.  Find-
ing an adult to advise 
this club was crucial.

“Yearbook is a vital 
part of high school. It 
keeps students’ mem-
ories,” Student Activi-
ties Coordinator Craig 
Alexander said. 

When students 
leave Beachwood, the 
Oculus is a way they 
can retain some of the 

uncountable memo-
ries they made in their 
high school years.

Condensing so 
many memories into 
one hardback book 
is a lot of work--ac-
cording to TV produc-
tion teacher Kevin 
Houchins, one of last 
year’s yearbook advis-
ers. He was unable to 
balance this commit-
ment with everything 
else on his plate. 

“The Oculus is a lot 
[of work] to put to-
gether, so I just want 
to focus on my fam-
ily and on Bison TV,” 
Houchins explained. 

Klein has now 
found co-advisers for 
JCWA, technology 
teacher Gus Matheou 
and Sara Bargiel. The 
club has now held sev-
eral meetings to in-
troduce the activity to 
new members and to 
practice parliamentary 
procedure.

“There are a lot 
of logistics involved 
and we take extend-
ed trips,” said JCWA 

President Kyra Reu.  
“There are eight to 

ten scheduled practic-
es for each conference. 
Each of the conferenc-
es is a four-day affair. 
There are three con-
ferences,” explained 
past adviser and Eng-
lish teacher Evan Lu-
zar. 

Parents have said 
they would be will-
ing to help chaperone 
JCWA trips and prac-
tices.  

Luzar was unable to 
continue advising due 
to the time commit-
ment it required. 

“I have three chil-
dren now, two of 
whom are actively en-
gaged in sports or oth-
er activities, and this is 
my time to spend more 
time with my family,” 
he said.

Though being an 
adviser was a lot of 
work, Luzar found his 
job to be a very mean-
ingful commitment. 

“I got to see so 
many students grow 
from quiet shy kids 
into great leaders. 
I’ve watched students 
learn,” he explained.

While being an ad-
visor for any club is 
inevitably difficult and 
time consuming, is it 
also very rewarding. 

“To me, the advisers 
are exactly what they 
are called,” Houchins 
said. “They are there 
to provide guidance 
and leadership. When 
[the students] need 
help with something, 
our job is to be there.” 

Several Clubs Rush to Find Advisers Well Into the School Year
By Naomi Grant
 Reporter at Large  & 
Hannah Leland
Staff Writer

BISON HEAD COACHES

Jamie Lader
Cross Country

Brian Green
Boys Soccer

Colleen Schachtel
Cheerleading

Mike Gibbons
Football

Doug Mekinda
Volleyball

Will Cumpstone
Golf

Sarah Snider
Tennis

Tom Fowler
Girls Soccer

• Born and raised in Beachwood Ohio
• Graduate of Beachwood High School Class of 1982
• Student Council President Beachwood High Class of 1982
• Elected into Beachwood Gallery of Success for leadership and business
• Support Beachwood Boosters and athletic teams 
• Run two of the top Ganley dealerships in the state of Ohio
• Support several local charities
• Past president of the Bedford Automile
• Love kids, making people smile and feel good about themselves 
• Have 3 Great kids that will all graduate from Beachwood High school

“The Right Choice”
Michael Friedman for City Council

I am at the peek of my career where I can bring experienced leadership and many great ideas 
to the city of Beachwood. I am a Great listener, and I will represent the city of Beachwood in 
a positive way.  Elect me, Michael Friedman to City Council... not only will you be making the 
safest choice, but you will be making the right choice.

“The Ganley Man Can”

Clubs struggling to fill advising positions this year have strong, successful traditions.  Pictured at left: JCWA 
speakers take awards at a 2012 Model UN conference, at right: drama club members perform Gypsy,” also in 
2012. Photos from Beachcomber archives.
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The purpose of 
Benny’s Spirit Shop, 
the newly-opened 
school store, is to af-
ford students a spot to 
purchase snacks, pick 
up Beachwood Bison 
apparel and mingle 
with friends.

However, Benny’s, 
named for the school 
mascot, does not oper-
ate without academics 
in mind.

“[It’s] a labora-
tory for the busi-
ness and marketing 
classes. Just like the 
culinary program has 
the [Beachwood] Bis-
tro, the marketing 
program has Benny’s 
Spirit Shop,” said mar-
keting teacher Greg 
Perry, who oversees 
the store as a part of 
his classes.

“It’s a laboratory for 
running a business, 
entrepreneurship, do-
ing the daily opera-
tions of a business and 
teaching my curricu-
lum through a hands-
on approach,” he said.

Perry’s students 
have a myriad of re-
sponsibilities, in-
cluding determining 
pricing, ordering and 
maintaining inventory 
and keeping store dis-

plays orderly. “These 
are things that will be 
crucial to them as they 
go into any career,” 
Perry said.

“No matter what 
career they go into, 
this is vital learning 
and information for 
them,” he said.

Benny’s first opened 
two hours prior to the 
BHS rededication cer-
emony on Sept. 27. All 
proceeds go toward 
Perry’s school market-
ing program.

“Hopefully, by the 
end of the year, there 
may be some profit,” 
Perry said. “For the 
first year, it’s costing a 
lot to build it all out,” 
he said, listing expens-
es such as furnishing 
the store and install-
ing cabinets and coun-
tertops.

Perry and seniors 
Jataun White and 
Hannah Richardson, 
the store’s managers, 
are planning a grand-
opening ceremony 

for November. At the 
ceremony, Perry said 
customers will be able 
to take advantage of 
special sales and enjoy 
a replenished stock of 
Bison apparel.

“It will be a way for 
people to get intro-
duced to Benny’s,” he 
said.

He said he hopes 
to add an additional 
point of sale cash reg-
ister in the coming 
months as well.

Perry views the 

Marketing Students Gain Business Skills at Benny’s Spirit Shop 
By Grant Gravagna
News Editor

store as not only an as-
set for his classes, but 
for the community as a 
whole, adding that the 
rededication weekend 
was a “smashing suc-
cess” for the store.

“We sold out virtu-
ally all of our apparel 
and had a tremendous 
response from the 
community, alumni 
and current students 
and parents,” Perry 
said of the weekend.

Benny’s currently 
sells snacks, beverag-

vin Jacobs. 
“One of the things 

we’ve worked hard to 
do is inform young 
people that there’s an 
election coming up, 
that they just have to 
be eighteen on elec-
tion day [in order] to 
vote. It’s critical that 
everyone exercise that 
right to vote,” Linick 
said.

Finally, some hope 
to incorporate youth 
into their administra-
tion if elected.

“Beachwood needs 
to have a change in its 
generation of leader-
ship. It needs to have 
younger leaders. It 
needs to be thinking 
about the future,” said 
Council candidate Da-
vid Eden. “So what 
I want to do is bring 
more young people 
in to talk about what 
they need in the city.”

“I am also going 
to have an active role 
for people in the high 
school, college stu-
dents who live here, to 
play in my administra-
tion,” said Linick. “I’m 
going to have people 
from all demographics 
play a role in govern-
ment.”

“One of the most 
important areas for 

Youth Vote,  continued from pg. 1
me is maintaining 
and advancing our 
relationship with the 
Beachwood Schools.  
A solid working rela-
tionship between the 
City, Schools and the 
business community is 
key for a strong future.  
Beachwood is  a close-
knit, accessible com-
munity for all ages,” 
Mayor Merle Gorden 
wrote in an e-mail. 

Three other candi-
dates (Justin Berns, 
Alec Isaacson, and Mi-
chael Friedman) could 
not be reached for 
comment. 

But how receptive 
are eighteen-year-old 
BHS students who can 
vote in the election to 
this campaigning?

    Of the four stu-
dents interviewed for 
the article, all four 
planned on voting. 
“It’s nice to have a say 
in who runs your city,” 
said Senior Max Mill-
stein. “It affects me di-
rectly. And I’m 18, so I 
can finally vote.” 

    “Now that I’m 
18, I think it’s really 
important to take a 
part in current events 
around our city,” said 
senior Abby Ordillas. 

    However, none 
of those interviewed 

knew all nine candi-
dates. To be fair, they 
were interviewed four 
weeks before the elec-
tion. This isn’t to say 
they were completely 
uninformed about the 
election.

“Some of James 
Pasch’s ideas are pret-
ty appealing to the 
younger generation,” 
said senior David 
Corty, who feels that 
Pasch is open minded 
about LGBT accep-
tance.

“I know it’s go-
ing to be hard to get 
[Gorden] out of office 
because a lot of Beach-
wood is made up an 
older population...” 
Millstein said. “...and 
he really caters to the 
older population. And 
there are younger can-
didates that the older 
population of Beach-
wood which predomi-
nate might not like, so 
they’re satisfied with 
Mayor Gorden.”

“Well I did read 
that Gorden did have 
a strong base with the 
senior majority, so I 
would think he did 
well with the seniors, 
so I would think Lin-
ick did better with the 
younger ones,” said se-
nior Boyan Patev.

es, and school apparel, 
though Perry said he is 
looking to add school 
supplies and Bison-
branded promotional 
items, such as pens, 
lanyards and mugs, to 
the store’s shelves.

Junior Nate Ham-
ilton said he approves 
of the store. “The 
school store is great 
because… you can get 
your snacks, [and] if 
you want apparel, you 
can get apparel. It’s a 
great [addition] to the 
school,” he said.

Over twenty mar-
keting students work 
at the store, receiv-
ing class credit rather 
than a paycheck. Perry 
added that students 
from his Introduction 
to Business class have 
been helping as well.

The store’s hours, 
which Perry said are 
still being adjusted 
to meet customer de-
mand, are currently on 
school days from 7:15 
a.m. to 7:50 a.m., 9:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., and 
after school hours as 
available.

Perry said members 
of the community who 
are unable to make it 
to the store during op-
erating hours can con-
tact him to arrange a 
time to shop.

Benny’s Spirit Shop Manager Hannah Richardson makes a sale.
Photo by Emilykate Hopson-Boyd
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Benjamin Franklin 
once said that an in-
vestment in education 
pays the best interest. 
But currently in the 
state of Ohio, not ev-
ery child is receiving 
the education-
al investment 
they need to 
succeed. That’s 
why I support 
i n c r e a s i n g 
state income 
taxes so that 
the state can 
provide more 
equitable sup-
port for education to 
every school district in 
Ohio.

 Under the 
status quo, school 
districts are funded 
mostly by property 
tax revenue, supple-
mented by a mixture 
of state and federal 
funds. This leads to 
a highly inequitable 
system because of the 
different tax bases 
in each community. 
Just within Cuyahoga 
County, a relatively 
high-spending region, 
there is huge variation 
in per pupil spending . 

According to the 
most recent available 
data from the Ohio 
General Assembly, 
in the 2011-12 school 
year, the Beachwood 
City School District 
had a per pupil ex-
penditure of just over 
$19,000 per year com-
pared to Solon spend-
ing just over $13,000. 
Lakewood spent closer 
to $12,000 per year, 
Maple Heights spent 
just under $11,000, 

and the Cleveland Mu-
nicipal School District 
spent about $14,500 
per pupil. For the re-
cord, our neighbor 
Orange City Schools 
outspends us as one of 
the highest spending 
districts in the state: 

close to $22,000 per 
pupil. 

It’s natural for each 
community to spend 
different amounts, but 
with so much varia-
tion between districts, 
it’s impossible for ev-
ery student in Ohio 
to have access to the 
same resources. So the 
state legislature, which 
must look out for all 
of its citizens, needs 
to help level the play-
ing field. That doesn’t 
mean cutting fund-
ing for Beachwood, 
it means increasing 
funding so that every 
other school district 
has comparable re-
sources. 

 Yes, that 
means raising state in-
come taxes. But here’s 
why that’s ok. With-
out a stronger educa-
tion system, we cannot 
compete with other 
countries. 

Manufacturing jobs 
are leaving the United 
States and aren’t com-
ing back, so in order 
to maintain a strong 

In virtually every 
election season, a pop-
ulist candidate pro-
poses to change the 
way Ohio schools raise 
money. Typically, the 
proposal involves a 
large pool of money 
raised by state taxes 
and doled out based 
on student population 
and poverty levels.

However, year after 
year, this proposal is 
never adopted. Usual-
ly, for the same reason: 
the current system of 
home-rule based dis-
tribution is actually 
the fairest system. Not 
only for small, subur-
ban schools, but large 
inner-city schools as 
well.

First, it’s 
important to 
look at how the 
system cur-
rently works.

The system 
is actually set 
up to be very 
simple. The 
state govern-
ment gives 
out very few dollars, 
but it designates lo-
cal municipalities, like 
Beachwood, to estab-
lish their own prop-
erty tax rate, subject 
to a vote. This money 
is used to fund the ma-
jority of school needs.

This system pres-
ents obvious benefits 
to suburban districts 
like Beachwood, which 
have large corporate, 
or otherwise high-val-
ued properties. These 
values translate into 
tax revenues to pro-
vide the multi-million 

dollar services given to 
each Beachwood stu-
dent every day.

This is all well and 
good for schools with 
such luck. Unfor-
tunately, not every 
school has such ben-
efits. In a slightly more 
complicated way, the 
current system is bet-
ter for these schools as 
well.

Under this system, 
there is huge incen-
tive for school boards, 
city councils and con-
cerned citizen groups 
to work in every pos-
sible way to increase 
the value of their city.

On the other hand, 
a “pool” system creates 
what is known as the 
“moral hazard prob-

lem,” as students in 
the new AP Econom-
ics course (furnished 
by tax revenues) have 
learned, this means 
that people would take 
more risk because the 
money they are spend-
ing is not technically 
their own.

There is always this 
type of fear in govern-
ment spending, but 
imagine a world in 
which it wasn’t even 
decided by local politi-
cians, but by a politi-
cian across the state. 
There would be even 

economy, the United 
States must have the 
most skilled workforce 
in other sectors. We 
need individuals who 
are well-trained in 
scientific, technologi-
cal, engineering and 
mathematical fields 

to adapt to 
the changing 
world, and we 
need students 
who are well-
versed in the 
humanities to 
communicate 
and enrich our 
social and cul-
tural fabric.

 According to Re-
becca Strauss, asso-
ciate director of the 
Council on Foreign 
Relations’ Renewing 
America initiative, the 
main problem facing 
America’s already lag-
ging education system 
is the disparity be-
tween socioeconomic 
groups in achieve-
ment. If the state starts 
to make up the gap 
by raising taxes, our 
education system will 
undeniably improve, 
and the United States 
can position itself to 
continue as a global 
economic and cultural 
leader in the upcom-
ing century.

 The Constitu-
tion gives each state 
the power to shape 
its own educational 
systems. Ohio needs 
to show we’re wor-
thy of that power and 
make the right deci-
sions to ensure that all 
students get the best 
education possible, re-
gardless of where they 
live.

less concern about 
spending money effi-
ciently.

Lastly, the demo-
cratic voice of Ohio 
citizens must be con-
sidered. In the cur-
rent system, local 
governments who are 
closer aligned to local 
citizens than Colum-
bus anyway, have the 
second most power in 
the budgetary process. 
The first is the people. 
In this system, the 
average Beachwood 
resident has the most 
control over issues of 
school finance. If the 
school district wanted 
a new operating levy, 
which it has not in re-
cent years, they have 
the freedom to ask. 

The residents 
then have the 
freedom to say 
yes or no.

This is true 
across the 
whole state. 
Individuals are 
given the most 
power possible 
in determin-
ing education 

funding. Officials are 
compelled to act in the 
best interests of stu-
dents and the commu-
nity instead of wasting 
tax dollars on unnec-
essary projects.

Any change to this 
system would elimi-
nate all of these bene-
fits. It would not bring 
other schools up, only 
push the top down. It is 
for these reasons that 
the desire to achieve 
equality in education 
funding is recognized 
as exactly what it is: a 
populist dream.

By Anshika Niraj
Staff Writer

By Jon Shapiro
Reporter at Large

The Playing Field Must be Leveled Education Equality: a Populist Dream

Education Funding in Ohio: Do We Need A Change?
      “The time has come to fix 
the system. Let there be no misunderstanding. 
Ohio’s public school-financing scheme must un-
dergo a complete systematic overhaul,” wrote 
Ohio Supreme Court Justice Francis Sweeney in 
a 1997 decision declaring that Ohio’s system of 
funding schools was unconstitutional.
      In Ohio, education funding is still not equal. 
Districts raise funds through property tax levies 
combined with funding from state and federal 
sources. Most funding is not given on a need 
basis. As a result, schools in districts that lack 
a substantial tax base or who reject spending 
levies are funded at lower levels. For example, 
Orange City Schools spends over $21,000 per 
pupil, while Avon Local School District spends 
just over $7,000. Districts with high concen-
trations of poverty frequently have the least to 
spend. While some see this disparity as unfair, 
others argue that this practice is just and in fact 
encourages efficiency.
      In this issue, Beachcomber staff writers con-
sider the issue of whether Ohio should raise in-
come taxes in order to equalize education fund-
ing across the state.

By Max Bleich
Opinion Editor

Cartoon by Jessica Tall

Ohio needs to (...) 

ensure that all students

 get the best education 

possible, regardless of 

where they live.

Any change to this system 

would ... not bring other 

schools up, only push the 

top down. 

Well-funded school

Poorly-funded school
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Chances are that if you really 
love the Bison, people know… 
and they know because you show 
it… by screaming at every football 
game, showing exuberance at pep 
rallies, or painting your body to 
get excited for your team. Unfortu-
nately, the administration doesn’t 
seem to support showing as much 
spirit as you can. The rule prevent-
ing girls from wearing sports bras 
so they can wear body paint and 
show support for the team is only 
hurting overall team spirit at foot-
ball games. 

Football games are supposed 
to be exhilarating, both for the 
players and the spectators. The 
crowd is electrifying and exciting. 
The fans bring an intensity that 
matches the players on the field. 
But in all the commotion from the 
crowd, the only way to make your-
self heard is with visuals: either 
jerseys or shirts from your team, or 
actual body paint to proclaim your 
support. The players can’t see your 
support unless you show them-- 
that is, with visible words, not just 
inaudible screams. Preventing this 
visual expression of spirit is the op-
posite of what the school adminis-
tration should be doing.

Principal Klein has made it a 
priority to have more school spir-
it, especially for all sports teams. 
However, it has now become more 
difficult for girls to show spirit at 
these football games.  

“The rule prevents girls from 
having or showing as much spir-
it,” said senior band member Da-
vid Bohm, who believes that boys 
show more school spirit in general.

“If you dress to get excited for 
the game, you’re gonna be excited. 
If you dress the way you normally 
dress, you’re not,” said sopho-
more band member Jireh Pevel. 
So not only do girls already show 
less school spirit at these football 
games, but they’re also being pre-
vented from showing any more be-

cause of this rule.
Emily Dann, a junior who has 

attended many football games for 
other schools, says that Beachwood 
spirit just doesn’t compare. “Girls 
from Brush have a lot more spirit, 
and they show it by wearing body 
paint because they’re allowed,” 
Dann said. “Same for Solon,” 
where body paint is also permitted. 

Other schools have a lot more 
spirit than Beachwood, which is 
part of why Klein and other school 
administrators are so focused on 
increasing school spirit. However, 
the administration is only hurting 
school spirit, especially among fe-
males, with a rule that specifically 
targets girls, stopping them from 
expressing their spirit for the foot-
ball team. This rule makes it hard-
er to compete with larger, less re-
stricted schools in terms of spirit. 
The football team deserves the en-
tire support of our school without 
petty rules to stop students from 
doing just that, and the students 
deserve the right to express them-
selves.

By Alex Machtay
Staff Writer

In Defense of Female Body Paint

Derogatory lan-
guage.

We’ve all used it. 
We all understand its 
implications. We all 
understand the im-
pression it gives... 
how it makes us look 
and feel. Of course, 
therein lies the prob-
lem—a person may 
understand how using 
derogatory language 
affects him or herself, 
but might not under-
stand how it affects 
those around us.

According to Mer-
riam Webster, deroga-
tory is defined as “ex-
pressing a low opinion 
of someone or some-
thing.” Some might 
say, “if you don’t have 
anything nice to say, 
don’t say it,” but that’s 
not the case. Deroga-
tory language is so 
much more than say-
ing something mean 
or putting someone 
down. Whether it’s ini-
tially intended to be so 
or not, derogatory lan-
guage is hurtful. Slang. 

Racial Slurs. Hateful 
Comments. Obscene 
Language. You never 
know what will cut a 
person the deepest. 

Still, why cut them 
at all? While deroga-
tory language is not 
acceptable in any way, 
shape, or form, slang, 
racial slurs, hateful 
comments and ob-
scene language are 
still often used. Why is 
that?

It’s because people 
know their audience; 
people know when it 
is and when it is not 
acceptable to use de-
rogatory language. 
Whether it be with 
friends, parents, or 
teachers, students are 
aware of when and 
where derogatory lan-
guage is acceptable, 
humorous, tolerated, 
discouraged, or even 
scolded.

Still, sometimes 
audiences are sub-
ject to change. What 
may be inappropriate 
language with your 
teachers now may be 
appropriate after you 
have graduated from 

high school and have 
surpassed the age of 
twenty. What may 
be funny with your 
friends at one point in 
time may be interpret-
ed as derogatory and 
offensive later.

Everyone has dif-
ferent limits. It’s im-
portant to know those 
limits. It’s important 
to adhere to those lim-
its.

You might say that 
kids will be kids and 
use all the derogatory 
language they want, 
that no one cares. But 
the truth is, people do 
care. When you’re not 
the one making the de-
rogatory comments—
when you’re the sub-
ject of the derogatory 
subjects—you’re vul-
nerable. 

You’re the one be-
ing put down, made 
fun of, and gossiped 
about. So this is my 
challenge to you:

Don’t use derogato-
ry language. It’s offen-
sive and insensitive. If 
this is too much to ask 
of you, at least know 
your audience.

Words Can be Hurtful, be Kind
By Hannah Firestone 
Staff Writer

     So what’s the cause 
of the problem? Most 
directly, it is the fault 
of the teachers. If they 
assigned less work, 
kids would learn more 
and learn better. Yet 
teachers wouldn’t as-
sign so much work if 
they weren’t pushed 
by district initiatives 
and national programs 
with promising names 
like “Race to the Top.” 
     But we are also re-
sponsible. We view 
education as a race, 
as a means to an end. 
The more we learn, 
the better college we’ll 
get into, the better job 
we’ll get, the better life 
we’ll have. Or so we 
think.
     Education should 
be an ends unto itself. 
We learn to develop 
ourselves, broaden 
our horizons and bet-
ter understand our 
community. It’s not 
that content doesn’t 
matter; of course you 
have to know how to 
solve problems. It’s 
that education is more 
than an amalgama-
tion of facts; it’s a tool 
to nurture ourselves 
and nurture society. 
It shouldn’t be taken 
lightly.

Education is Not a Race
     As the first quarter 
comes to a close, stu-
dents are seeing the 
full effects of new edu-
cational policies. The 
new Common Core 
curriculum, already 
being implemented 
in math classes, is de-
signed to make classes 
more rigorous in prep-
aration for more diffi-
cult state exams. Last 
year, the BHS admin-
istration decided to of-
fer five new AP courses 
and encourage more 
students to take them.
   Some may look at 
these developments 
with a smile. Push-
ing students harder 
will yield more learn-
ing. If students know 
more, they’ll be more 
prepared to compete 
in our interconnected 
world, right? 
   Wrong.
   First, increased work-
load doesn’t actually 
increase learning.  A  
study by Harris Coo-
per and others of Duke 
University suggested 
that after a certain 
number of hours, the 
positive correlation 
between homework 
and achievement dis-
appeared, and there 

might even be a nega-
tive correlation.
  This makes sense. 
When you have home-
work in every class, 
you can’t spend ad-
equate time on each 
assignment. When you 
have to do a cursory 
job on all the work you 
have to get done, the 
time spent is counter-
productive with re-
spect to learning. 
    Second, this mindset 
is itself flawed. Educa-
tion is not just about 
gaining knowledge. 
Part of education is 
about finding things 
you’re interested in, 
making one’s own con-
nections, and solving 
problems.     
  We should have 
time to read unas-
signed books such as 
The Clockwork Or-
ange and draw paral-
lels to today’s society, 
or to  follow our own 
artistic interests, un-
guided by a teacher. 
We should have time 
to volunteer with our 
state representative to 
learn about the politi-
cal process. But when 
do we have time, when 
we spend all our free 
time completing as-
signments?

The Beachcomber Staff

Correction!

Several recent issues of the 

Beachcomber labeled the vol-

ume number incorrectly on the 

front page. The correct number 

for this year’s paper is 55.

Cartoon by Soliana Goldrich
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On the Road to...
SUCCESS

Thoughts on being a NMS: “I’m 
really  happy and satisfied with 
how I did on the test. I’m glad that 
I was able to achieve this honor.”

Preparation: “I was getting tu-
tored for the SAT beforehand, and 
the PSAT was just essentially a 
shorter version of the SAT, so the 
tutoring served for both purposes. 
And doing a lot of practice tests 
on my own was part of it.”

Thoughts on being a NMS: “To 
be honest, I don’t have any particu-
lar feeling about it. I mean, I think 
for me it’s a good thing because it’s 
going to help me in the future, but 
I haven’t really grown up with this 
as a goal, it just sort of happened 
along the way.”

Future Plans: “Immediately I 
want to do a year abroad. And the 
next fall I’ll be applying to colleges 
and see where that takes me.”

Thoughts on being a NMS: 
“Well, I’m happy about it because 
there’s the possibility of getting 
scholarships for college.”

Preparation: “I did a lot of prac-
tice tests, and I went to a tutor for 
a couple of sessions.”
 
Advice for Underclassmen: 
“It definitely helps to do practice 
tests, and while you’re taking the 
test, just really pace yourself and 
stay calm.”

Advice for Underclassmen: 
“I think that it is important to do 
the practice.You don’t necessarily 
need tutoring. In hindsight, I don’t 
think I would’ve needed tutoring 
but it’s important to do practice 
SAT testing in general. Also, it’s 
impotant to analyze what you got 
your sophomore year. This way, 
you can figure out what you would 
probably do the worst on your 
junior year so you can improve on 
that.”

Thoughts on being a NMS: 
“Happy I guess. I mean, it’s an 
honor, but you have to work hard 
for it.”

Preparation:“I crammed a week 
before--5 practice tests.”

Other Contributions: “Caffeine, 
maybe a little luck”

Ambition:“To get into college”

Advice: “It’s not a bad idea to do 
some good amount of studying or 
preparation for the test. It’s definite-
ly a good idea to do that, but don’t 
worry too much about it, you’ll get 
what you’re going to get  get on the 
test, it’s a standardized test.”

Future Plans: “I’m, actually 
thinking of becoming a professor 
because that would allow me to do 
research in the field which I think is 
interesting.”

Six BHS seniors, Scott Arkin, Kyra Reu, Jackie Reu, Bingqing Hu, 
Anshika Niraj and Zach Davis, have become Semifinalists in the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship program for 2014. 

“We’re very excited to, once again, have six Semifinalists”, said BHS 
Principal Ed Klein, “These six students represent less than one-percent 
of the nation’s graduating seniors...this is a highly selective honor.”

Last year,  1.5 million students took the PSAT/NMSQT, with the 
top 50,000 scorers, or the top 3%, received recognition from the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program. Of these, the top 16,000 achieved 
Semifinalist status, while the other 34, 000 qualified as Commended 
Students.

“In Ohio, there were 616 students that received the designation of 
National Merit Scholar”, said Klein.

The National Merit Scholarship Corporation offers a chance at 
receiving scholarships for students who perform well on the PSAT/
NMSQT during their junior year in high school. Solely having a high 
score makes a student a Semifinalist, while Finalist status is given after 
an overall evaluation.

“National Merit Scholarship Corporation determines a Finalist 
based off their scholarship application,” said Klein, “Each semifinalist 
has to complete an application; on it, they are looking at their aca-
demic record, participation in school and extracurricular activities, 
their demonstration of leadership abilities, any employment that they 
may have have, honors and awards, their essay and if they have similar 
SAT scores.”

Reporting by John Li and Emily Topilow
Photos by Chad Tindel, Kate Opre, and 
Susan Eiben

How Six BHS Students Became 
National Merit Semifinalists
By John Li
Staff Writer



Principal Ed Klein receives a brick 
from the old high school decorated 
with a plaque commemorating the 
finished construction.

The drill team dances along the candy-strewn parade path.

The boys soccer team marches down the parade trail with coach 
Joe Burwell by their side.

Freshman Asaf Roth with sophomores Cameron 
Krantz and Vonya Shiffman as they make their way 
down the parade path.

The cheerleaders fire up the crowd for the Berkshire game.
Football seniors Dean Granot and Justin Scharf prepare for their 
final homecoming game.

Homecoming Queen Brittany Penn enjoys the parade

Band members senior Ian Mitchell and freshman Jack 
Spero in the parade.

Beachwood Celebrates Renovation and Homecoming Parade
On Friday Sept. 29th Beachwood rededicated the high school with an all-out celebration. Photos by Chad Tindel



The construction is coming to a close. The fi-
nal trees have been planted, and the final touch-
es are being placed on the few unfinished rooms.

The recent construction added a new English 
wing, a new auxiliary gym and athletic facili-
ties, renovated front offices, cafeteria, library, 
music suite, art room and social studies class-
rooms. Upgrades were also made to the heating 
and cooling system along with the plumbing and 
technology infrastructure. Nearly everything 
was repainted, along with the additions and up-
dates to the building’s safety features.

These substantial improvements were not 
free. The whole construction cost nearly $36 
million. The project was funded by Beachwood 
taxpayers and federal grants.

According to the construction budget provid-
ed by district Treasurer and CFO Michele Mills, 
the largest amount – about 18% – of that money 
was dedicated to the HVAC (heating, ventilation 
and air conditioning) The second largest ex-
pense was the electricity and technology infra-
structure at about 13%.

This project was the first major renovation in 
the building’s 56-year history. However, there 
have been several minor renovations along the 
way.  For instance, the atrium and science hall-
way were added in 2003-2004.

There were several reasons why the most re-
cent renovation was needed, one of the biggest 
being the boilers. They were put in when they 
first built the building.

“[The boilers] weren’t even being made any-
more,” said Asst. Superintendent Robert Hardis.

50 years ago no buildings were built with AC, 
this one included, which made the building un-
bearable during warm weather. There was never 
enough electricity because the HVAC and elec-
trical infrastructure was outdated and didn’t do 
the job. The band, orchestra and choir rooms 
were in the basement, resulting in difficulty with 
setting up a concert. The gym floor was buckling 
and locker rooms were massively inadequate.

One of the hardest parts of the construction 
was to accomplish it while school was in ses-
sion. Senior Aliza Tresser feels that the noise 
and temperature were the worst part of attend-
ing high school during the construction process.

“The noise during tests made it hard to focus…
walking through cold hallways in the winter was 
not nice either,” Tresser said. During the con-
struction, students walked through a hallway 
with almost no heat.

According to Hardis, one reason for the con-
struction was to expand the facilities. “We were 
hampered by the age of the building,” he said. 
“[We wanted to] provide spaces that would 
match the quality of the programs.”

The 100/200 spaces were much too small. 
Social studies teacher Melissa Buddenhagen 
explained that the old classrooms were inad-
equate.

“They were boiling hot in the warm weather, 
if outside was 80 degrees, then inside it was 95 
[degrees]… it was also freezing in the winter.”  

Buddenhagen said classrooms were “dark, 
all old and disjointed…none of the furniture 
matched… I hated the chalkboards.” She add-
ed that in one classroom there were only two 
outlets. “If you plugged in too much stuff ev-
erything would shut down… there just wasn’t 
enough electricity.”

Buddenhagen is much happier with her new 
classroom. “I love the technology…  [and the] 
tables all match. The white boards are much 
better [than the chalkboards].”

One of the biggest changes is in the atrium. 
Hardis describing it as feeling very closed-off. 
Now, the atrium is more accessible and a hall-
way leads directly to the cafeteria. Hardis is 
very enthusiastic about the new cafeteria, de-
scribing the old one as “small, dark and dirty.”

“It was dingy. It had no natural light and a 
low ceiling. It was not what it could be,” Hardis 
explained. “[The construction] was an oppor-
tunity to make it better… to make kids feel like 
they want to have lunch in this room.”

Principal Edward Klein agrees with Har-
dis. Klein “The cafeteria is a beautiful space 
now,”Klein said.

Hardis also explains that the facility doesn’t 
exactly make the school, what is important is 
the school’s programs. Most importantly, the 
students make the school. Hardis commends 
the students in being smart during the con-
struction.

“Occasionally a student went through a 
wrong area, but, I credit our students they 
are respectful and smart. They are mindful.” 
Both Hardis and Klein are thrilled about the 
new building, Klein especially. He is not only 
excited for the new features of the building, al-
though he also loves the art room because “it 
has so much natural light”and the library for 
its space, but the fact that it will aid student 
learning. Klein explains that technology is a 
huge part of the way this school works, and the 
new building will be very good at accommo-
dating that need.

Another one of the much-needed upgrades 
to this building was the library. Both librarians 
Paige Dudley and Jennifer Flaherty acknowl-
edge that the old space was nice, but they also 
agree that the new space is amazing.

“The space now is much more manageable. 
We have much better display spaces and peo-
ple are definitely noticing.” The construction 
has added two private conference rooms for 
studying and now Flaherty has her own class-
room. One of the most noticeable parts of the 
library are the new windows, but one of the 
best improvements is the temperature. Both 
librarians agreeing that the “nice, cool tem-
perature” is a huge improvement.

Students also like the new building, Fresh-
man Danielle Dubin said, “It’s really nice. I 
like that it’s air conditioned… it’s big and spa-
cious.” Tresser loves how the building now has 
“temperature- controlled classrooms.”

Klein is thrilled about the new building.
“Other schools will come here to see what we 

did on this project,” he said.
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By Neel Lachhwani Staff Writer
additional reporting by the Beachcomber staff

Considering Costs and Benefits of Construction

The construction budget broken down by category. 
Graphic by Susan Eiben

Since all students 
now have their own 
computers, teach-
ers are sharing docu-
ments electronically 
rather than printing. 
Administrators have 
not made this a formal 
policy, but are encour-
aging the switch to 
save paper.

“[The shift is just] 
a more efficient use of 
our resources,”  Princi-
pal Edward Klein said.

“We are not trying 
to become paperless, 
we are trying to use 
the available technolo-
gies that we have, and 
paper is [one of many 
technologies avail-
able],” Klein contin-
ued. He added that no 
change is permanent, 
and the school will ad-
just if something is not 
working properly. 

“We want to be 
an environmentally 
friendly district, but 
not at the expense of 
student learning,” Di-
rector of Curriculum 
and Technology Ken 
Veon wrote in an e-
mail. “We want to en-
courage teachers to 
reduce copies where it 
makes sense.” 

Veon explained the 
district used over 5.5 
million sheet of paper 
in the 2012-13 fiscal 
year.

“Cost is a factor, but 
we won’t disrupt stu-
dent learning to save 
some money on costs. 
The district always 
looks at ways to reduce 
costs,” Veon wrote. 

“The biggest ques-
tion is “what is the 
purpose?” And if the 
answer involves using 
paper, no problem. If 
the [purpose does not 
require] paper, such 
as reading an article or  
looking at a picture, 
we want staff to be re-
sponsible in printing 
or copying,” he wrote.    

Teachers can copy, 
but there certain re-
strictions on copying. 

“Unless it is [a doc-
ument] that the kids 
need to write on like 
a test or a worksheet, 
copies [can not be 
made],” social stud-
ies teacher and BFT 
building representa-
tive Pam Ogilvy said. 

Some students and 
teachers are worried 
about the move from 
paper to electronic 
technology. 

“There’s something 
to be said for a student 
being able to actually 
hold a piece of paper 
in his or her hand and  

write on that piece of 
paper,” social studies 
teacher John Perse 
said. “There is some-
thing more human 
[about it].” 

Veon acknowledges 
that some may have 
trouble with the tran-
sition. 

“Teachers were no-
tified about a week 
before school started 
that the Chromebooks 
would be unveiled to 
all high school stu-
dents,” Ogilvy said 

“This kind of shook 
up our world a little 
bit, because it was one 
week before school 
started and we were 
told we have to get 
everything on Black-
board by the time 
school started. It was 
a little bit chaotic for 
the first few weeks of 
school,” she said.

Format issues, for-
gotten passwords, 
lost files and potential 
network problems can 
be added to the list of 
worries for students 
and teachers. 

“I have seen a lot of 
issues on the part of 
students when things 
come up in a different 
format,” Perse said. 
“There are things I can 
help students with, I’m 
just not necessarily 
equipped to help them 
[with] why doesn’t 
their login work?”

According to tech-
nology teacher Craig 
Alexander, Beach-
wood students have 
contributed to this 
eco-friendly mindset.

“The students ac-
tually kind of sparked 
this,” he said. “So the 
rest of the district is 
trying to get on board,” 
Alexander said. 

In the last five years, 
students have become 
more eco-conscious. 
At previous student 
events, Alexander 
has had complaints 
from students about 
not having a recycling 
bin. To go along with 
that, the school has 
switched to more eco-
friendly cleaners. As 
students have become 
more eco-conscious, 
the district has too. 

“The snowball star-
ted there and kept go-
ing,” Alexander said.

Although the switch 
has presented some 
problems in the short 
term, administra-
tors hope it will be a 
healthy shift that can 
be changed if neces-
sary in the future.

By Dalia Zullig
Staff Writer

Administration Aims 
to Reduce Paper Use
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Most students and 
teachers arrived on 
the first day of school 
to find a renovated 
school and new class-
rooms. But when T.V. 
production teacher 
Kevin Houchins and 
culinary arts teachers 
Chef Kortez Wilson 
and Danette McHale 
returned from their 
summer vacations, 
they found their class-
rooms were not yet  
completed.

BHS Principal Ed 
Klein explained that 
these two rooms were 
last on the construc-
tion schedule because 
the school was pre-
pared to make changes 
to accommodate these 
classes during the 
school year.

In the T.V. produc-
tion room, the com-
puter lab is completed, 
but other components 
have yet to be finished.

“The studio portion 
of the classroom and 
master control room 
are not completed,” 
Houchins said.

Even if the  studio 
were fully construct-

ed, it would not yet be 
fully functional since 
some equipment has 
not yet arrived at the 
high school. Accord-
ing to Houchins, one 
major component was 
just released on the 
market on Sept. 12th.

“It’s like we waited 
and just got the new 
iPhone. Instead of get-
ting the iPhone 5, we 
got the iPhone S or 
C… We slowed down a 
little bit to make sure 
we get the best [equip-
ment] as opposed to 
trying to rush and get 
[what was available],” 

Houchins said.
Houchin’s T.V. stu-

dents are currently 
working in the lab 
and unfinished studio 
space. The students 
are learning camera 
skills first. Next they 
will move on to film-
ing.

Last year the T.V. 
production room was 
upstairs in the south 
gym, isolated from the 
rest of the school.

The students are re-
ally looking forward to 
the new room.

“I am very excited 
about it..,” sophomore 

and T.V. crew mem-
ber Bradford Douglas 
said.

This new studio will 
help train students in-
terested in film or tele-
vision careers.

“Having a profes-
sional studio in the 
school is going to be a 
very nice experience,” 
senior and T.V. crew 
member David Corty 
said.

The Bistro is another 
room that is not com-
plete. The components 
that aren’t finished 
include a new  room 
where the food is pre-

pared for presenta-
tion, as well a new 
storage room. Most of 
the equipment had to 
be deconstructed dur-
ing the construction 
and now has to be re-
constructed.

Students also can’t 
access the restaurant 
kitchen. In the mean-
time, they are cur-
rently working in the 
cafeteria kitchen prac-
ticing their knife skills 
and getting certifica-
tion in ServeSafe®, 
which is the industry 
standard training for 
safely serving food to 

the public.
Students are happy 

to be learning in a 
brand new facility.

“I’m excited about 
the new classroom,” 
said junior Porsche 
Moore, who is in her 
first year in the pro-
gram. “I’m also excited 
about the new restau-
rant area and how ev-
erything will be brand 
new.”

The Bistro is delayed 
due to the construc-
tion. It is expected to 
open in the next few 
months.

Due to the technical 
nature of T.V. produc-
tion and culinary arts, 
it may have been in-
evitable that setup for 
these classrooms took 
longer.

“It was a necessity 
that time was taken 
to get the appropriate 
equipment and have 
everything set up so 
that you guys have the 
absolute best, which 
is what we expect 
here in Beachwood,” 
Houchins said.

For now, as the 
rooms are being com-
pleted, the teaching 
continues.

Construction Continues for T.V. Production and Culinary Arts Classes
By Emily Topilow
Features Editor

“It was a necessity that time was taken to get the appropriate equipment and have everything set up so that you 
guys have the absolute best, which is what we expect here in Beachwood” said T.V. production teacher Kevin 
Houchins.
Photos by Emily Topilow
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The new one-to-one 
Chromebook program 
has proven helpful for 
students, but the pro-
gram’s rollout has also 
hit some snags.

Teachers are inte-
grating the computers 
into their classrooms 
by using resources like 
Blackboard and Infi-
nite Campus as well 
as their own course 
websites and Gmail. In 
many classes, students 
are using Blackboard 
every day to download 
handouts that would 
otherwise be printed. 
Additionally, the com-
puters have been help-
ful for students who 
would not otherwise 
have computer access 
at home.

Director of Curricu-
lum and Technology 
Ken Veon explained 
that Chromebooks 
provide “anywhere 
anytime learning.”

In some ways, the 
program is going well; 

however, students 
have encountered 
problems. The com-
puters don’t print, 
they are sometimes 
distracting in class 
and they have limited 
offline functions. Stu-
dents can use Google 
Drive offline, but not 
other resources. Work 
can be saved when the 
computer returns to a 
wireless network.

“Under certain 
circumstances it can 
be impossible to do 
work,” said freshman 
Dylan Green.

Green explained 
that if the Internet is 
down, he cannot ac-
cess some resources 
at all, which presents 
a major issue because 
most teachers give as-
signments with the 
expectation that stu-
dents have  computer 
access.

It is also becom-
ing problematic that 
the computers do not 
print to regular print-
ers, and there is no 

compatible printer for 
them at school. Veon 
says teachers are be-
ginning to adapt to the 
technology by sharing 
documents electroni-
cally rather than us-
ing paper, but many 
teachers still expect 

paper copies of assign-
ments, and students 
have found it challeng-
ing to print at school.

English teacher 
Casey Matthews ex-
plained that on some 
occasions she won’t al-
low students to turn in 

papers electronically.
“My concern is that 

they will go back and 
spend more time on 
an essay before I can 
grade it,” she said. “I 
would prefer to know 
without a doubt that 
what I have in my 
hand is their final draft 
and not something 
that they can go back 
and work on.”

Addressing the is-
sue of printing, Fresh-
man Lucas Holden 
shared that his printer 
doesn’t always work 
at home, and that this 
can be problematic 
when he needs to turn 
something in.

Students can print 
in the school library 
before school from 
7:30 to 7:50, but only 
from the library com-
puters. On days when 
papers are due, it gets 
crowded. On some oc-
casions, library com-
puters have been out 
of order.

Dylan Green added 
that worst comes to 

worst, students can 
go to the Beachwood 
Public Library, but 
that takes more time 
than it should just to 
print one assignment.

Some teachers feel 
Chromebooks are dis-
tracting in class. Social 
studies teacher Greg 
Deegan explained that 
there is no way to mon-
itor what the students 
are doing while he is 
talking. He explained 
that even if he walks 
around the classroom, 
students have the abil-
ity to click away from 
a page or change tabs, 
making it impossible 
for him to be sure that 
everyone is paying at-
tention at all times.

“I’m very pleased 
with where we’re at 
with this program … 
(but) there’s still work 
to do,” Veon said.

“There are new 
opportunities, but 
there are going to be 
new challenges too,” 
Deegan said.

Students walking 
into room 164 on a 
Wednesday afternoon 
find upbeat people 
making jokes. Many 
have rainbow pins 
on their book bags to 
show support for equal 
marriage rights.

For several years 
now, the Gay-Straight 
Alliance (GSA) has 
provided a space where 
students can fully ex-
press themselves. The 
group has taken on 
renewed spirit this 
year with the help of  
new leadership from 
English teacher Casey 
Matthews and science 
teacher Michael Le-
rner.

Matthews and Le-
rner walked in, sig-
naling the start of a 
recent meeting. Stu-
dents moved the big 
tables into a circle, big 
enough for everyone to 
feel welcome. As peo-
ple got comfortable at 
the tables, Matthews 

got a conversation 
rolling about how lan-
guage affects the way 
people think about be-
ing gay versus being 
straight.

Suddenly everyone 
was serious. Every-
thing was quiet except 
for the person talking.  
Senior Paul Corty be-
gan, stating that lan-
guage has a huge effect 
on people’s perception 
of being gay.

“I see people 
screaming in the hall-
ways: ‘You’re gay! 
You’re so gay!’ That is 
so not ok… Being gay 
should not be an in-
sult.” 

One of the main 
goals for the group is 
to teach tolerance. Ac-
cording to club mem-
bers, the word “gay” 
is heard far too often. 
When the word is used 
as an insult, it creates 
a negative climate.

This makes coming 
out even harder for a 

By Dalia Zullig
Staff Writer

Chromebooks Increase Technology Use But Also Present Challenges

Gay-Straight Alliance Members Raise Awareness and Teach Tolerance

child because they are 
frightened. Lerner ex-
plained that gay teen-
agers are at the highest 
risk of destructive be-
haviors.

“It’s hard when 
you’re a teenager 
and you feel differ-
ent. LGBT kids are so 
much more at risk for 
suicide, running away 
and self harm,” he 
said. “Having a space 
where they can feel 
comfortable express-
ing themselves really 
helps.”

Matthews agreed. 
“It’s important that 
everyone has a place 
where they feel safe 
and [knows] that they 
do matter,” she said.

“[We] definitely 
need to raise the level 
of tolerance, not only 
in the school but ev-
erywhere,” said Corty.

He feels that the 
easiest way to do that 
is to be vocal.

“Pick up a pin, be 

vocal, correct people. 
The littlest things 
make a huge differ-
ence.”

The GSA has invit-
ed guest speakers this 
year to address the is-
sues of tolerance and 
civil rights. The first 
speaker was Rev. Steve 
Secaur of St. Bar-
tholomew Episcopal 
church, who visited on 
Wednesday, Oct. 23rd. 

He sat in Matthews’ 
room in front of ap-
proximately 15 stu-
dents. 

Secaur came to talk 
about how some reli-
gious people say that 
being gay is a sin. 

“People commonly 
think Jesus is the one 
who said being gay 
is a sin,” he said. “He 
didn’t. St. Paul did. 
He was expressing his 
own opinion, in fact he 
was writing a letter to 
a church. People think 
that because we study 
it [as part of the Bible] 

it was the word of Je-
sus. It wasn’t.”

Rev. Secaur ex-
plained that many 
people think it is their 
place to judge other 
humans. Secaur feels 
it is not our place to 
judge. 

The Episcopal 
Church in the United 
States is known to be 
more open-minded 
about gay rights than 
many other Christian 
denominations; how-
ever, the new head of 
the Catholic Church, 
Pope Francis, was re-
cently quoted on CNN.
com expressing a simi-
lar sentiment: 

“If they accept the 
Lord and have good-
will, who am I [the 
Pope] to judge them? 
The tendency [to ho-
mosexuality] is not a 
problem… they’re our 
brothers.”

Secaur explained 
why he thinks people 
oppose gay marriage.

“I think they are 
afraid... afraid of 
change,” he said. “They 
think it’s going to af-
fect them ... If gay peo-
ple have equal rights it 
will affect their rights. 
Why? I have no idea.” 

Being a teenager is 
the hardest time in a 
person’s life, especial-
ly if you are different. 
Father Secaur feels 
that in order to make 
it better, you have to 
be comfortable with 
yourself. 

“Be comfortable in 
your own skin. Do the 
best you can to find 
out who you are. Love 
yourself. You are who 
you are, and whoever 
you are it is ok, be-
cause God made you 
this way.”

If you are interest-
ed in joining the GSA, 
there are meetings ev-
ery Wednesday right 
after school in room 
164.

By Cameron Godfrey
Staff Writer

Chromebooks have proven helpful in classes, but 
the rollout has not been flawless.  Cartoon above by 
Monica Colmenares; cartoon below by Tess Kazdin

Rev. Steve Secaur of St. Bartholomew Episcopal Church spoke to the GSA on Oct. 23rd. “Be comfortable in your own skin,” he said. “Do the best 
you can to find out who you are. Love yourself. You are who you are, and whoever you are it is ok, because God made you this way.” Photo by 
Dalia Zullig.



Texting is common in the halls of BHS, and 
I’ll readily admit that I also do it from time to 
time.  However, many teens today have blurred 
the line between using technology for good and 
for detriment.  Technology isn’t improving your 
life if you use it incorrectly or in excess.

Cell phones are a wonderful invention that 
make it easy for me to talk to my friends who 
live hundreds of miles away.  However, texting 
or even talking on the phone while driving is 
probably not the best use of your phone.  Anoth-
er problem with cell phones is texting or Snap-
chatting other people while you’re hanging out 
with friends, instead of devoting your attention 
to people who are actually there.  

I am of the school of thought that people 
should generally be allowed to do whatever they 
want, provided it doesn’t bother anyone else.  
This was not the case in a class I took last year 
that I’m still trying to pretend never happened. 

When I first came in to the class, I never 
would have dreamt of using my phone or iPod 
there. However, almost every single other per-
son in my class decided that both Candy Crush 
and texting were more important than the les-
son.   

Having everyone around me on some sort of 
electronic device was distracting enough, but 
someone who sat in front of me was constantly 
playing the game on their laptop.  I found it very 
hard to concentrate.  It was not a fun class.  

Besides being a distraction in class, technol-
ogy is also a distractor from sleep.  According 
to the Huffington Post, “Artificial light exposure 
between dusk and the time we go to bed at night 
suppresses release of the sleep-promoting hor-
mone melatonin, [which] enhances alertness 
and shifts circadian rhythms to a later hour, 
making it more difficult to fall asleep.” 

This includes any sort of screen, be it a TV, 
computer, or cell phone: preventing the devel-
opment of melatonin, the hormone that makes 
you sleepy.  Many experts, including Charles 
Czeisler, a member of the task force in this 
study, recommend that you find some way to 
extricate yourself from all the wonders of cy-
berspace, TV shows, and other means of digital 
communication, anywhere from 30 minutes to 
an hour before going to bed.  While I have at-
tempted that, I’ll admit that it’s very difficult.  
You’re stuck between a rock and a hard place--
should you waste an hour on StumbleUpon and 
then do homework?  But you still don’t want 
clicking ‘save’ on an essay to be the last thing 
you do before bed. Nor do you want to be work-
ing until the moment you fall asleep.  So do you 
do homework and then waste even more time 
on Tumblr?  You need to chill out before start-
ing homework, obviously.  It’s quite the quan-
dary.  Unfortunately, using your iPad to Google 
won’t help much.

What’s even worse than technology being a 
distraction from sleep or from focusing in class, 
is when technology becomes an integral part of 
class.  Nearly every teacher at both the middle 
and high school seems to assume that every stu-
dent knows how to edit video and sound foot-
age, and can do it within a day or two.  Those 
of us who haven’t lived our entire lives in the 
Beachwood school district are not used to doing 
so many video projects, WebAssign, and having 
to look for homework on Blackboard,  instead 
of teachers going old school and simply handing 
it to us.  When the technological part of an as-
signment becomes more important than learn-
ing the content, that is when technology truly 
becomes a problem. 

Don’t get me wrong, I enjoy on a daily basis 
many benefits of modern technology.  Writing 
my column on my ChromeBook is infinitely 
easier than using a typewriter, and I have no 
idea how I’d keep in touch with my friends with-
out my phone or my parents when I’m out with 
friends or away at a Model UN conference or 
youth group convention.  However, when peo-
ple can’t draw a line between using technology 
as a helpful tool and causing academic/social 
problems, is when we know we have let our con-
stant need for “improvement” go too far.

For the past six 
years, many of us have 
been deeply engaged 
in a television series 
that shows a character 
transform, in creator 
Vince Gilligan’s words, 
“from Mr. Chips to 
Scarface,” as Walter 
White slowly evolves 
from a loving father 
and chemistry teacher 
to a monstrous drug 
kingpin.

What is unique 
about  Breaking Bad is 
the believability of this 
transformation. 

The show was about 
so much more than 
about just metham-
phetamine empires 
and chemistry. It is the 
story of a man long-
ing for significance. 
Walter White spends 
his entire life being 
walked on. In the first 
season, Walt, once a 
quiet man who was 
repeatedly taken ad-
vantage of, finally un-
leashes his anger upon 
the world around him. 

All of Walter’s an-
ger stems from his 
youth, where he sold 
his shares of a small 

research company, 
Grey Matter, to his 
college friends. To his 
eventual regret, the 
company would make 
billions off of Walter’s 
research. This jealousy 
is perhaps the largest 
part of Walter’s re-
taliation, and is what 
fueled the fire of his 
anger and need to re-
gain the success that 
slipped through his 
fingers.

Breaking Bad is 
incredible for many 
reasons, but it suc-
ceeds in three major 
areas where no other 
television show comes 
close: movie-like cin-
ematography, superb 
acting and ingenious 
writing. 

Gilligan utilizes a 
style that is rarely seen 
on television. From 
the frequent time-
lapses to the different 
uses of lighting and 
color, the show really 
pops in a way that we 
are only used to seeing 
on the big screen.

Second, Breaking 
Bad’s actors are a one-
of-a-kind mix. Bryan 
Cranston, who plays 
Walter White, takes 

on a role that seems 
alien given his previ-
ous career. Cranston, 
a comedian, starred 
as sardonic dentist 
Tim Whatley on Sein-
feld and slapstick fa-
ther Hal in Malcolm 
in the Middle. Since 
playing Walter White, 
Cranston has starred 
in numerous roles in 
hit films such as Drive 
and Argo. 

I n t e r e s t i n g l y , 
Cranston is not the 
only comedian on 
Breaking Bad. He 
is also joined by the 
star of Mr. Show, Bob 
Odenkirk, and stand-
up comedians Bill 
Burr and Lavell Craw-
ford. Unsurprisingly, 
these actors provide 
comic relief through-
out the series while 
also playing dramatic 
roles. 

Also notable are 
performances by co-
stars Anna Gun (Sky-
ler White)  and Dean 
Norris (Hank Schrad-
er). The performances 
by these two actors, 
especially in the final 
season, are unparal-
leled. I find it hard to 
name a better cast in 

a television series air-
ing today.

Finally, Breaking 
Bad is exceptionally 
well-written. Show 
creator Vince Gilligan 
and his team of writ-
ers have created an 
almost-flawless tele-
vision series through 
an always-surprising 
plot. Never before 
has a cast of charac-
ters changed so much 
throughout a series. 
From Walter to Jesse 
to Skyler, there is not 
one static character in 
the series. 

Most importantly, 
Breaking Bad pro-
vides insight into the 
world that most shows 
don’t. It teaches the 
realities of dissatis-
faction and reveals 
just how evil human 
beings can be. 

Although this re-
view reflects on the 
entire series, the finale 
is just as important to 
talk about. I have seen 
many great shows end 
poorly. However, I 
found the Breaking 
Bad series finale to be 
incredibly satisfying. 
All loose ends were 
tied up, everybody got 
what was coming to 
them, and (SPOILER 
ALERT) Walter was 
finally killed off next 
to his child: his beau-
tiful mobile meth lab. 

Let’s be honest: 
this review, or any re-
view, can not do jus-
tice to how incredible 
Breaking Bad really 
is. If you haven’t seen 
it, I urge you to jump 
onto Netflix, or buy 
the series, and en-
gorge yourself on tele-
vision’s best series of 
the past decade. You 
won’t be sorry. 

Breaking Bad Comes to a Satisying End

By Max Bleich
Opinion Editor

Gravity’s Mystery and Precision is Out of This World
Alfonso Cuaron’s 

Gravity is a superb film 
combining a well-writ-
ten story with great 
acting, sound design 
and cinematography. 
The film stars Sandra 
Bullock (Ryan Stone) 
and George Clooney 
(Matt Kowalski): two 
astronauts sent out to 
space on a shuttle. 

The reason why 
they’re in space is 
murky, allowing the 
movie to focus on the 
actual story. I won’t 
dwell on the plot 
any further as the 
movie is best expe-
rienced blind. Even 
the marketing for the 
film showed nothing 
aside from astronauts 
stranded in space. 

The film is slow and 

never jumps between 
scenes, but it manages 
to remain more action-
packed than say, a Mi-
chael Bay film with 
explosions appearing 
at least three times ev-
ery minute. The film is 
only 90 minutes long, 
and the action is so in-
tense that it feels even 
shorter. 

One of the best fac-
tors of the film is the 
acting, which is done 
so well that when you 
stare at the characters 
on screen you don’t 
see Clooney and Bull-
ock - you see Stone and 
Kowalski. The writing 
is incredibly precise 
and the dialogue is re-
alistic. 

Another incredible 
detail that Gravity gets 
right is the sound de-

sign. Most films need 
to use ambient music 
to immerse the viewer. 
This film has no mu-
sic at all, thanks to the 
extremely precise and 
detailed sound effects. 
The film’s visual ef-
fects are arguably the 

best in any film ever. 
Most would disagree, 
listing the Hobbit as 
a film with better ef-
fects; however, Grav-
ity’s effects never have 
that “fake” feel that 
movies like the Hobbit 
have at times.

SCORES
Sound - 10/10: Incredibly detailed and precise, you can hear 
hundreds of things going on at once 
Effects - 10/10: Extremely well done, the effects all feel “real” 
throughout the film
Story - 9.5/10: Some minor aspects of the story feel cliche, 
aside from that there are no noticeable problems
Dialogue - 9.75/10: The dialogue is very believable, however 
Clooney’s character has some flaws
Acting - 10/10: The acting never falls short and the actors fit 
the roles incredibly well
Final score - 9.5: Gravity is a film anyone can enjoy (unless 
you get PTSD from some of the blood-chilling scenes or 
you’re Neil DeGrasse Tyson). It’ll be remembered alongside 
Stanley Kubrick’s 2001: A Space Odyssey.

By Alexander Robinson 
Staff Writer
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By Naomi Grant
Reporter at Large
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“What is unique about Breaking Bad is the believobility of [White’s] transforma-
tion.” Image source: AMC



Drill Team Members Gain Skills, Gym Credit
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Although they ended with a 5-15 record, the volleyball team has a strong spirit. 
“We have a lot of heart. So if we play our hardest in every game, it doesn’t matter if we 

win or lose,” said Kendyl Kennon, one of the top players on the team. “[Our goal is] not just 
to win, but to play harder together as a team.” 

In fact, losses are learning experiences. “After a loss we usually take some time to go 
over mistakes and work out individual as well as team problems that we can fix for the next 
game,” wrote freshman  and junior varsity  player Melanie Bernstein in an e-mail.

Despite their losses, varsity volleyball has some strong players. Top players include ju-
nior Shaneice James, who has 59 digs, 21 service aces, 47 kills, and 63 blocks, Senior Kendyl 
Kennon, who has 108 service receptions, Junior Monica Colmenares with 98 assists, Jaelyn 
Pounds with 64 assists and 18 blocks and junior Tamarea Towns. They even have some 
promising junior varsity players who move up and play as passers for varsity once in a while, 
such as Taya Range and Lauren Miller.

“This season was good, we made some pretty big achievements and we really improved 
but we still all have a lot of room to grow as a team,”  wrote Bernstein.

Above all, the team saw improvement and has room for more. With the help of their 
coaches Doug Mekinda, Sylvia Wallace and Kate Kubiac, they improved a great deal this 
season.

“I think that we improved by coming together and actually playing as a team and working 
together to get a good pass, set, kill,” Bernstein wrote. 

By Jenny Shand
Staff Writer

Photos by Marc Silver

ByAaron Lowenkamp
Staff Writer

   People whip out their 
Bison t-shirts, smear 
on body paint and 
cheer loudly to support 
our football team. But 
there are several oth-
er teams on the field 
that are also working 
hard to represent the 
school, but who may 
not get as much atten-
tion - one of these is 
the drill team.
  Drill team partici-
pants gain a number 
of important skills.
    “Drill team is mul-
tifaceted… girls need 
dance skills, must be 
able to relate to others, 

and learn choreogra-
phy,” adviser Carolyn 
Farley said.
    Drill team members 
also get the experience 
of honing their march-
ing skills, learning 
field commands and 
listening to drills that 
come with performing 
alongside the band. 
According to Farley, 
this increases their 
communication and 
cooperation skills.
    “It teaches you a lot 
about being on a team. 
I think it gives you a 
lot of skills in life for 
working with people,” 

said senior captain  
Jessica Angel.
    Team members also 
feel a strong sense of 
camaraderie.
   “Right away you have 
friends to guide you 
in high school,” An-
gel said. “I came from 
a private school [as a 
freshman]. I had al-
ready met girls [on 
the drill team], and 
I stayed friends with 
them.”
  Yet, members also 
face challenges.
  Some have expressed 
frustration that drill 
team did not earn 
gym credit in previous 
years, but according 
to Principal Ed Klein, 
the new program of 
studies approved by 
the School Board  in 
August states that PE 
credit is given for par-
ticipation in drill team.
  Nonetheless, drill 
team has recently seen 
a decrease in numbers.
  “I think a lot of the 

girls were too busy to 
do it,” Angel said.
  Angel said the small-
er number sometimes 
puts limits on the cho-
reography because 
there aren’t as many 
positions. But she 
does not see it as a ma-
jor obstacle. “It’s been 
smaller before. I don’t 
think it’s that big of a 
deal,” she said.
  Some drill team mem-
bers feel they do not 
get as much support 
as students involved in 
other activities.
  “I just don’t think peo-
ple realize how hard 
we work. They think 
all we do is dance,” she 
said. Angel feels there 
was a more positive 
attitude towards drill 
team when her sister 
was a member five 
years ago.
   Despite these set-
backs, Angel is not 
worried. “I just keep a 
positive outlook,” she 
said.

  The drill team marching at the homecoming parade.
 Photo by Chad Tindel

A Volleyball Team With A Lot of Heart



The biggest prob-
lems that most fresh-
men face are getting to 
class on time, getting 
homework done and 
finding a seat next to 
their buddies at lunch. 
For freshmen Ryan 
Marmaros and Josh 
Bialosky, it is a totally 
different story. Just 
months out of middle 
school, they have to 
juggle both honors 
classes and varsity 
football.

Marmaros and Bi-
alosky find that play-
ing with older kids 
pushes them to earn 
the respect of their 
teammates.

“It is a thrill; it 
makes me want to try 
even harder because 
I have to prove to the 
older kids that I am 

meant to be out on the 
field,” Bialosky said.

Marmaros also feels 
that playing with older 
kids is a test of his 
ability.

“It’s a big challenge, 
but definitely exciting 
knowing I’m compet-
ing against seniors,” 
he said. “They really 
make me work, and 
that’s exactly what I 
need to do.”

Both freshmen feel 
there is a significant 
difference between 
themselves and the 
veteran players.

“Considering this 
is my first year in high 
school, I’m inexperi-
enced at the varsity 
level, and now it’s just 
a matter of adjusting 
to the different type of 
play,” Marmaros said.

“I am the youngest 
and least experienced. 

The only other differ-
ences is the more ad-
vanced plays, and that 
the older kids hit a lot 
harder,” Bialosky said.

Some freshmen find 
it hard to juggle school 
work and football.

“It’s difficult, but I 
know everyone else on 
the team has to deal 
with it too, so I can’t 
really complain,” Mar-
maros said.

Bialosky feels that it 
is not hard to find bal-
ance.

“The only problem 
with managing school 
work and playing var-
sity football is that I 
have to limit my social 
time. Besides that, I 
have no problem with 
it,” he said.

Even though they’re 
freshmen, they feel 
like they can match up 
with most people at 

the varsity level.
“I feel like I am just 

as good as the other 
players. When some-
one says they are bet-
ter than me, I say to 
myself…it would be 
embarrassing [if he 
were not], since I am 
a freshman,” Bialosky 
said.

Marmaros also feels 
he can compete with 
the older players.

In the first two 
games, Marmaros 
played on special 
teams. He is also reg-
istered at middle line-
backer (MLB) and 
fullback (FB). Bialosky 
played in the majority 
of the games at special 
teams and tight end.

Even while playing 
with older players, it 
seems that Marmaros’ 
biggest fear is letting 
down his coach or his 

teammates.
“It has always been 

the same fear since I 
started playing foot-
ball, messing up and 
then hearing it all 
from your coach. No 
one wants that,” Mar-
maros said.

Bialosky says injury 
is his biggest fear.

“My biggest fear 
would have to be get-
ting injured. I say in-
jured instead of hurt 
because if I get hurt I 
will continue playing, 
nothing will hold me 
back, but if I get in-
jured then that could 
cost me the rest of 
the season and may-
be even into the next 
sport season,” Bi-
alosky said.

Luckily, neither Bi-
alosky nor Marmaros 
have suffered an inju-
ry this year.
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Can Freshmen Tackle the Challenge of Playing Varsity Football?
By Aden Stern
Staff Writer

Boys Soccer Wins Chagrin Valley Conferece Title, Third in Four Years

Head football coach 
Mike Gibbons believes 
it is great for these 
freshmen to get time 
in the varsity games.

“It is great experi-
ence to play in varsity 
games. Ryan and Josh 
are special players,” 
Gibbons said.

“They are playing 
great, Josh at fullback 
(FB) and Ryan at line-
backer (LB), both do 
a good job. They are 
very good athletes and 
players who go to lift-
ing everyday. Now the 
main thing is tech-
nique,” Gibbons said.

Coach Mike Gib-
bons is happy with 
how the freshmen 
have been playing so 
far. They have a lot of 
room to grow and im-
prove.

“They’re still kids,” 
Gibbons said.

This fall, the varsity 
soccer team won the 
Chagrin Valley Con-
ference championship 
with an overall record 
of 9-6-3. The team has 
won the CVC title for 
three of the last four 
years.

The season ended, 
however, after a loss 
of 4-1 to the Kirtland 
Hornets on Oct. 22. 

“We were out-
played,” senior Noah 
Leavitt said, “but we 
stuck it out until the 
end and fought hard.”

Senior Julian Ca-
puto scored in the last 
minute of the game. 

The loss was pain-
ful, but it capped off 
a strong season. The 
team has consistently 
achieved excellence 
through dedication 
and hard work.

The team’s lead-
ing scorers this sea-
son were Asaf Roth 

with 15 goals, and 
Junyoung Lee with 7 
goals. Goldhamer also 
had 77 saves as goalie 
and achieved shutouts 
during all regular sea-
son home games.

Seniors Goldhamer, 
Leavitt, Caputo, and 
Zach Sperling have 
been selected to par-
ticipate in the Ohio 
Varsity All Star Classic 
in November.

“This year. we actu-
ally worked together 
as a team, as opposed 
to having one person 
stand out,” Sperling 
said.

“Our biggest weak-
ness was experience 
level. We had a lot 
of starters who were 
playing varsity for the 
first time,” Leavitt 
said.

Head Coach Brian 
Greene feels it is im-
portant for coaches 
and players to hold 
one another account-
able.

“I believe the play-
ers have the same 

ambitions as me since 
I provide them with 
the tools to achieve 
as much as possible,” 
Greene said. “I only 
push them as hard as 
they push me. My best 
teams demand more 
of me and make me a 
better coach.” 

“The captains and 
the team set their 
goals, and I just try 
to help them achieve 
those goals,” Greene 
said. “I know that they 
set their sights on an-
other league champi-
onship.”

In the beginning of 
the season, freshman 
Matthew Stovsky and 
sophomore Greg Is-
raelstam set goals to 
prove themselves on 
the field.

“My goal is to be the 
best player I can be. I 
also want to be ben-
eficial to the team,” 
Stovsky said. “I feel 
that I achieved my 
goals for the season 
because I made the 
varsity soccer team. 

That was the most im-
portant one to me,” he 
said. 

“We got off to a 
rough start, but man-
aged to bounce back,” 
Israelstam said.

Coach Greene takes 
practice seriously, and 
hopes the players carry 
their experience into 
the off-season. “Win-
ning breeds winning… 
I plan to continue to 
impart a winning at-

titude based on hard 
work and discipline,” 
he said. 

“Hard work in the 
off-season translates 
into regular season 
success,” Greene said.

“After the cham-
pionship, we worked 
harder on the stuff we 
did wrong in the regu-
lar season,” freshman 
Griffin Davis said.

“The team shares 

a passion to win, but 
we all have fun while 
doing it,” Israelstam 
said.

Greene, who has 
been coaching the 
team since 1989,  
hopes the players take 
one thing away from 
their experience. “I try 
to teach them to love 
and respect the game 
the same way I do,” he 
said. 

By Harsarjan Gill
Staff Writer
Additional reporting by
Beachcomber staff

Photo by Marc SilverFans cheer for Bison at the Orange game on Sept. 9.

The Bison defeated Kirtland 4-0 on Oct. 2, but went on to lose to them in district 
semifinals on Oct. 22. Photo by Marc Silver.
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Adena Hamel-Sasson
1. What’s the biggest differ-
ence between your current 
grade and the previous one? 
There’s a lot more 
work, and it’s nice to 
be an upper-classman.
2. Which BHS teacher do you 
think would have the best 
Twitter. Why? Mrs. Hazel-
ton; I love her ran-
dom thoughts.

3.What’s the most overused 
line at Beachwood? “It’s 
beachwood.”

4.Describe your perfect day.  
My perfect day would 
be waking up and find-
ing out there is no 
school. I would go 
out to breakfast with 
my friends and we’d 
go shopping and hang 
out all day and have 
fun.

5. Describe your level of 
school spirit.I like when 
we have pep rallies. It’s 
always interesting to 
see the funny, crazy 
things people do.

Danielle Adelstein 
1. Is it appropriate for high 
school students to trick-or-
treat? If you go, what will 
you be dressed as?
Absolutely, never pass 
up free candy. Just bring 
your shortest friend. I’ll 
wear whatever takes the 
least amount of effort.

2. Describe your level of 
school spirit.
Extinct. 

3. What's the most overused 
line at Beachwood?
I hate Mondays and I 
can’t wait until Friday. 

4. Which BHS teacher do 
you think would have the 
best Twitter and why?
Mr. Gugick would tell us 
all when there is a snow 
day before the adminis-
trator even calls.

Molly Finkenthal 

Andrew Feldman 

1. Is it appropriate for high 
school students to trick-or-
treat? If you go, what will 
you be dressed as? Yes! I 
think I’m dressing as a 
powerpuff girl with Jordyn 
and Sami.

2. If you could dye your eyes 
any color of the rainbow, 
what would it be? I would 
dye my eyes purple.

3. Which BHS teacher do 
you think would have the 
best Twitter. Why? I think 
Mrs. Piper would have the 
best twitter because she’s 
really random and funny. 
Oh and Mr. Perse. He’d 
probably have really sar-
castic tweets.

4.  What would you want to 
find at the end of a rainbow 
other than a pot of gold? A 
super sexy southern guy.

5. Describe your perfect day. 
My perfect day would be 
going out of town some-
where south and going 
to the beach and going in 
the ocean with super big 
waves.

1. If you could dye your eyes any color of 
the rainbow, what would it be? I would dye 
my eye red, white and blue from the outside in, 
‘MURICA!

2. What’s the biggest differ-
ence between your current 
grade and the previous one? 
I went from the shortest per-
son in the oldest grade to the 
shortest person in the young-
est grade, so not so much. 

3. Which BHS teacher 
do you think would have 
the best Twitter and why? 
Señor. Every other tweet is a 
song translated into Spanish. 

4. What’s the most overused 
line at Beachwood? “We 
want to make high school the 
best four years of your life!”, 
so the next 70 years of my life 
are going to be downhill from 
there?

5. What would you want to 
find at the end of a rainbow 
other than a pot of gold? A 
unicorn sitting with a fairy 
princess drinking tea out of 
banana cups. 

Profiles are a way for students to learn more about their classmates. Students for this edition were randomly chosen from Karissa Piper’s social studies classes. 
Photos by Wendy Pineda Gonzales, Kate Opre and Susan Eiben


