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Adhesive runoff from the BHS track installation reached the retention pond, but was vacu-
umed up and delivered to a treatment facility.  Photo by Athena Grasso

Adhesive From Track Drained Into Retention Basin 

Adhesive runoff from 
the track installation was 
discovered in the stadium’s 
retention pond on Thurs-
day, Sep. 29. After heavy 
rains, the latex adhesive 
used for the track dis-
solved, traveling through 
the storm sewer line as far 
as the Beachwood-Pepper 
Pike border.  

The latex adhesive, Gen-
Flo 3966, is manufactured 
by Omnova Solutions, a 
company headquartered in 
Beachwood.

Workers planned to in-
stall layers of the latex rub-
ber track and spray them 
with adhesive on sunny 
days, which would allow 
drying. This protocol was 
not followed on the second 
or third layer of latex rub-
ber.

“The contractors sprayed 
the adhesive without 
enough time for it to com-
pletely dry, and we had 

really heavy rains,” Super-
intendent Dr. Bob Hardis 
said, “And that’s when this 
adhesive dissolved in the 
water.”  

The adhesive is water-
soluble until given time 
to cure. After curing, each 
layer of the track would 
be impervious, but with-
out enough time, the rain 
drained it into the reten-
tion pond.  

Hardis said the most 
important issue was not 
whom to blame.

“We had an environmen-
tal problem that had to be 
dealt with, and we wanted 
to ensure along the way 
that there were no penal-
ties financially to the dis-
trict, because we are truly 
not responsible for this,” 
he said. 

Hardis said the contrac-
tors took full responsibility 
and covered all costs.

The contaminated water 
in the retention pond has 
already been vacuumed 
into large tanks held by 
trucks in order to remove 

it from the area.
The school district was in-

structed by the EPA (Environ-
mental Protection Agency) to 
dam the retention pond in 
order to prevent any of the 
contaminated water from 
escaping. The water in the 
retention pond was approved 

by the NEORSD (Northeast 
Ohio Regional Sewer Dis-
trict) to be sent to a water 
treatment center through the 
sanitary sewer line. However, 
other water drained from the 
stadium, farther from the 
source, was much more di-
luted and determined by the 

EPA to be safe for release into 
the storm sewer system.

“The water tested in Pep-
per Pike was found to have 
no detectable levels of any 
chemicals at all,” Hardis 
said. This water could be 
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Bison Football Plays First Home Game Under Stadium Lights

After decades of waiting, 
Beachwood football fans 
finally had the opportu-
nity to enjoy a night game 
at home under the lights 
as the district unveiled 
the newly-renovated, $4.4 
million stadium on Friday, 
Sept. 16.

The “Flip the Switch” 
unveiling was originally 
scheduled for Sept. 9 
against East Tech, but was 
postponed due to rain.  

“When I was on the Ath-
letic Boosters, I was trying 
to get this done,” said Ath-
letic Director Ryan Peters, 
who was a member of the 
Boosters from 1997-2009.

Previous efforts to bring 
stadium lights have failed.

“My freshman year, they 
told me we would play un-
der the lights during my 
high school career,” said 
Bennett Woomer, class of 
2016 graduate and four-
year football letterwin-

ner. “I think it would have 
been cool to play under the 
lights, but I’m happy that 
they get to play now.”

The stadium project rep-
resents a new milestone in 
the long journey of Beach-
wood’s football program.

The most notable mem-
ory for many in the 1960s 
and 70s was the fatal light-
ning strike that occurred 
in 1970, killing freshman 
football players Robert Ja-
cobs and Arny Finkle. Dick 
Self led the team for the 
majority of this period.

Many credit Joe Perella 
with dramatically improv-
ing the program in the 
1980s.

“Perella came in as head 
coach in 1981 after Dick 
Self and turned the pro-
gram around and trans-
formed the dynamic of the 
program,” Peters said.

Perella began to build 
a special bond among the 
players. He took a team 
that had been stuck in a 
cycle of losing turned the 
culture around.

“Perella led this team in 
the greatest era of foot-
ball that any Beachwood 
resident has and had ever 
seen. [As a 1978 graduate 
and football player], I was 
really happy and actually 
envious that [the team] 
had a coach like that,” stat-
ed Herb Schoen, former 
President of the Beach-
wood Athletic Boosters.

Perella found a young 
quarterback in 1981 in 
sophomore Jack Rotsky, 
who instantly displayed 
the qualities Perella was 
looking for. Rotsky passed 
for the most yards in the 
State of Ohio, beating out 
All-American Boardman se-
nior Bernie Kosar, eventual 
quarterback of the Cleve-
land Browns.

Throughout the 1980s, 
the team continued to 
improve. Beachwood had 

By Max Alter
Sports Editor

several successful seasons, 
finishing 8-2 or 9-1. Even-
tually, Perella led the team 
to their first state playoff 
appearance in 1989. Al-
though  the team eventu-
ally lost their first round 
game, Perella had taken a 
traditionally under-confi-
dent and winless team to 
the next level.   

Perella left the team in 
1990. Today, twelve of 
the sixteen players retired 
in the Beachwood Hall of 
Fame  played under Perella.

In 2007, Ryan Williams 
took the head coaching 
job after an 0-10 season in 
2006-07. Williams led five 
Bison teams to winning 
records, and in 2012 the 
team finished 7-3 and just 
narrowly missed making 
the playoffs.

Williams resigned after 
2012 and Beachwood hired 
Mike Gibbons, who led 

the team to its second and 
third playoff appearances 
in his two years at Beach-
wood before taking a job at 
Highland.

In 2015, Beachwood 
hired Damion Creel, a 1994 
grad who played under Per-
ella, to take over the foot-
ball program. Creel had 
played football for Hiram 
College and spent six years 
as offensive coordinator 
for Glenville High School, 
but he had a disappointing 
1-9 season in his first year 
coaching at Beachwood.

Through all of these 
years, the team played 1 
p.m. Saturday home games 
five times a season be-
cause it was not possible to 
schedule games at night.

Until this year.
The renovation has been 

in the works since Peters 
became Athletic Director.

“When I came here in 

2009, it was one of the 
things that I wanted to 
accomplish here. I felt we 
needed facility upgrades,” 
Peters said.

Before this time, secu-
rity and religious concerns 
were cited as reasons for 
not installing lights.

As the high school reno-
vations were completed, 
the need for a new stadium 
became more clear.

“Once we had completed 
the high school renova-
tion, I thought a lighted 
artificial turf field would 
soon be a reality,” former 
Beachwood Schools Super-
intendent Richard Mark-
wardt wrote in an email.

Beachwood began to ac-
cept bids from vendors 
to renovate the stadium, 
eventually accepting the 
lowest responsible bid-
der, Capstone Construc-
tion Company, at a price of 

$3.75 Million.
Capstone provided syn-

thetic turf, stadium lights, 
a practice field, a new track, 
a new press box, scoreboard 
and expanded bleachers. Ad-
ditional expenses included 
hiring an architecture firm. 
The final project cost was 
$4.4 million, according to 
Beachwood City Schools 
Treasurer Michele Mills.

On Mar. 29, 2016, the 
announcement was made 
that Beachwood would 
soon have a new stadium.

“When you work on 
something for years and 
years, you’re so relieved 
when it comes through,” 
Peters said. “I’m so excited 
for [the players] to have 
such a beautiful stadium 
with turf and lights and to 
put teams out there that 
are excited to play on a Fri-
day night.”

Players huddle under the lights during the Sept. 16 game against Perry. Photo by Gabriela Colovan Costa. 
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Clinton and Dems Win BHS Mock Election in Landslide

AP US History Offered to Freshmen to Align With New State Tests

In recent years, BHS stu-
dents have had the oppor-
tunity to take Advanced 
Placement (AP) classes in 
their freshman year.

Currently, AP US His-
tory is the only course 
offered to all freshmen. 
BHS guidance counselor 
Meghann Sullivan ex-
plained that most other AP 
courses have prerequisites 
that freshmen must pass 
before taking the class.

Sullivan added that be-
ing chosen for an AP class 
during freshman year de-
pends greatly on 8th grade 
recommendations.

“My first inclination is 
to trust what was recom-
mended by [a student’s] 
middle school teacher,” 
Sullivan said. “Their mid-

By Prerna Mukherjee
Staff Writer

dle school teacher is very 
aware of their strengths, 
of their challenges, of their 
skills [and] habits.”

According to The College 
Board, most freshmen are 
not prepared to take AP 
courses.

“Exam results show 
that, for the most part, 
9th grade students are 
not sufficiently prepared 
to participate in a college 
level course,” The College 
Board’s AP Central web site 
states. “Therefore, the Col-
lege Board believes these 
students would be better 
served by coursework fo-
cusing on the academic 
building blocks necessary 
for later, successful enroll-
ment in college level cours-
es.”

Superintendent Dr. Bob 
Hardis noted that even 
though it is not typical for 
freshmen to take AP classes, 

due to changing state cur-
riculum standards, district 
leaders felt it appropriate 
to offer AP classes to those 
who wanted to take them.

“We were looking at our 
course progressions, and 
over the last several years 
the state has changed cer-
tain required classes for 
graduation, and as a result 
of that, the end-of-course 
tests for those courses…” 
Hardis said. “…Adjusting 
course progressions was 
being responsive to chang-
es in the state curriculum 
standards.”

In an email, Hardis spec-
ified that adjustments to 
the social studies course 
progression led to US His-
tory being required by 
Beachwood during fresh-
man year. The US history 
end-of-course exam is 
therefore administered at 
the end of ninth grade and 

the AP US History course 
is offered the same year to 
stay in alignment.

Hardis added that an-
other reason AP classes are 
offered to BHS freshmen 
is because of the growing 
desire among students to 
take AP.

¨We believe there’s an 
interest on the part of 
our students in taking the 
highest level courses they 
can… in whatever content 
area and at whatever age 
they’re at,” he said. “There’s 
a huge demand in Beach-
wood… students want to 
challenge themselves.”

AP US History teacher 
John Perse explained that 
this is the second year he 
has had freshmen in his AP 
US History class. Last year 
was a mix of freshmen and 
sophomores, and this year 
his AP US History classes 
are  almost entirely fresh-

men.
Perse added that AP class-

es are much different than 
the general curriculum.

“AP classes go into much 
greater depth than non-
AP classes. They move at a 
much faster pace than reg-
ular classes,” he said. “They 
require a much greater lev-
el of independent thought, 
abstract reasoning and the 
ability to work on your 
own outside of class.”

Perse explained that be-
cause of the high level of 
independent thinking re-
quired in AP classes, some 
freshmen may not yet be 
ready to take the courses.

“That doesn’t mean that 
the freshmen aren’t smart; 
they are…[It] doesn’t mean 
they’re not willing to work 
hard; I think most of them 
[are],” Perse added.  “It’s 
a question, for me, of 
‘Are you ready for it? Are 

you intellectually mature 
enough?…Are you capable 
of abstract thinking?…
Are you willing – do you 
have the stamina to grind 
through this?’”

Freshman Ruth Brown 
previously considered tak-
ing AP US History but 
now takes US Studies due 
to scheduling and an in-
creased workload. She feels 
that freshmen should take 
AP if it interests them.

“I think if history re-
ally interests you, then AP 
History is a good idea…,” 
Brown said. “…but if it 
doesn’t interest you, and 
you just want to have AP 
on your transcript, fresh-
man year is not the time to 
do that.”

Freshman Athena Gras-
so and Gabe Colmenares 
currently take AP US His-

Continued on Pg.3 ...

In an online mock election, Beachwood students 
voted strongly Democratic.

For the presidential race, 73% of students se-
lected Democratic candidates Hillary Clinton and 
running mate Tim Kaine, with 17% choosing their 
Republican opponents, Donald Trump and run-
ning mate Mike Pence. The remaining 10% went 
to Libertarian candidates Gary Johnson and Wil-
liam Weld, as well as Green candidates Jill Stein 
and Ajamu Baraka. 

The Senate race was not quite as lopsided, with 
58% of students choosing Democrat Ted Strick-
land, 28% choosing Republican Rob Portman, 

with the remaining 14% going to Green candidate Joe 
DeMare, as well as Independent candidates Tom Connors 
and Scott Rupert. 

The House of Representative race was even most 
strongly liberal, where incumbent Democrat Marcia 
Fudge won 75% percent of votes, and Republican Beverly 
Goldstein got 25%. 

When asked their opinions of the candidates, BHS stu-
dents often groan. Many think this may be the worst elec-
tion in the entire history of the United States.  

According to history teacher John Perse, this is not the 
first time an election has gotten this ugly. 

“The election between Thomas Jefferson and John 
Adams was especially nasty and personal,” he said. “The 
candidates themselves weren’t throwing mud, but their 
supporters were. Both Jefferson and Adams had newspa-

per editors on their side publishing editorials about 
each other.” 

“Luckily our country is designed so that if we get 
a terrible president, nothing will happen because 
we have a balance of powers,” senior Chandler Kit-
son said.

“Personally I think it’ll be a close race, it’ll come 
down to the swing states as usual,” he added.

Freshman Priyanka Shrestha noted the divisive 
state of our politics.

 “It’s very polar this year, there’s one side and the 
other, no in between,” Shrestha said.

Whoever wins, this will certainly go down in his-
tory as one of the most negative election cycles 
ever. 

By Jared Zullig
Staff Writer

Infographics by Jinle Zhu
News & Layout Editor
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Online Latin Instruction Now Available to Beachwood Students

BHS has introduced a 
new option to world lan-
guage course offerings 
this year: an online Latin 
course, also now available 
in the middle school.

One of the oldest lan-
guages in the world, Latin 
is the progenitor of sev-
eral other major world 
l a n g u a g e s – – i nc l ud i n g 
English, Spanish, French 
and Italian. Many students 
are inclined to take Latin 
to learn more about the 
foundations of their own 
languages.

Yuke Zheng, now a se-
nior at BHS, is one of them.

“I know that Latin roots 
are really important in the 
English language, and I 
was interested in pursu-
ing another language,” he 
said.  “The difference so far 
is that––in my opinion––
there’s less work to do be-

By Vivian Li
Staff Writer

cause we have a lot of time 
to watch the videos and 
then do the homework.”

The class is instructed 
by Shawn Daniels, who is 
teaching the course online 
from Dayton, and who 
looks forward to his first 
experience working with 
Beachwood students. 

“The staff and faculty 
seem really supportive, 
and I have some wonderful 
students,” he said.

The course is conducted 
almost completely through 
Google Classroom. 

“I record and edit vid-
eos that take the place of 
in-class lecture, post all 
homework assignments, 
[and] try to post regular 
updates and addenda as 
they become relevant,” he 
said.

Daniels is convinced that 
as long as his students take 
advantage of the resources 
available, they will quickly 
adjust to the different for-
mat of an online course.

“One of the challenges of 
online courses is that, un-
less a student takes advan-
tage of every tool available, 
they’re going to [need to 
be ] much more self-driv-
en than in a normal class, 
where you see a teacher 
every day and are account-
able to someone face-to-
face,” he said.  “So while my 
first task is to make sure 
that I convey the concepts 
of the Latin language as 
clearly as possible, I also 
want to make sure I help 
students succeed when 
they have to do so much on 
their own.”

Although there are 
downsides due to not be-
ing able to meet with his 
students face to face, Dan-
iels is very attentive to his 
students’ needs.

“He is just as accessible 
as a normal teacher be-
cause you can just contact 
him via Google chat at any 
time and he’ll answer,” 
Zheng said.

Senior Jennifer Yen, who 
is also taking the class, 
explains that the online 
format requires her to be 
more self-motivated.

“The class is harder in 
the sense that it requires 
more dedication from the 
student,” she said. “It’s up 
to me to watch the explan-
atory videos and learn the 
vocab, because we’re not 
going to discuss the con-
tent in a traditional class-
room.” 

Despite lacking the guid-
ance provided in a tradi-
tional class, both Zheng 
and Yen are optimistic 
about their success with 
Latin.

Daniels is getting com-
fortable with Beachwood’s 
routines.  

“We’re just getting start-
ed, and although it’s been 
a chaotic first month and 
a half, I think we’re start-
ing to get into a rhythm,” 
he said.

‘Runoff’ Continued from 
Pg.1 ...

Cover of ‘Wheelock’s Latin,’ online Latin textbook. 

Science  Curriculum Accelerated; Freshman Now Take Chemistry

Incoming freshmen 
are now required to take 
chemistry, a course which 
was previously offered pri-
marily to sophomores and 
juniors.

Until 2014, freshmen 
took physical science, a 
class no longer offered at 
BHS. Last year, the tran-
sition began, as freshmen 
took biology as an entry-
level course.

“The changes were driv-
en mainly to create a more 
accelerated track for sci-
ence,” Science Dept. Chair 
Lisa Bugenske said.

Bugenske feels that this 
change is for the best in-
terests of students at BHS. 
The transition is intended 
to provide students with 
the chance to take harder 
courses, such as APs, ear-
lier in their high school 
career.

“The change will make 
more room in students’ 
schedules for higher-level 
courses,” she said. “This 
means that they may be 
able to take AP Physics, 
AP Biology or AP Environ-
mental Science as sopho-
mores.”

By Ben Connor
Staff Writer

Bugenske also said the 
change will help prevent 
students from having to 
double-up in harder sci-
ence classes later in high 
school.

With increasing aca-
demic expectations na-
tionwide, Bugenske be-
lieves the new curriculum 
will help prepare students 
for college. Even for more 
traditionally-tracked stu-
dents, chemistry will help 
improve their maturity 
and skills to prepare for fu-
ture AIR tests.

“Taking an AP course 
has been shown to increase 
success in college, as stu-
dents gain experience with 
college level expectations,” 
she said.

To chemistry teacher 
Alex Paulchell, the benefits 
outweigh the disadvan-
tages.

“With the current mod-
el, students are able to take 
courses like AP Environ-
mental Science, AP Physics 
or AP Biology by the time 
they are sophomores, of-
fering them college credit 
and building the quality of 
their academic work,” he 
wrote in an email.

Bugenske thinks that 
the science department 
has handled the challenges 

that have come from this 
change very well.

“The chemistry teach-
ers have done a great job 
not only thinking about 
the needs of freshman in 
chemistry, but also ad-
justing to having multiple 
levels in each section,” Bu-
genske wrote in an email. 
“[They] spent many hours 
this past summer writing 
and making adjustments 
to the curriculum, includ-
ing opportunities for re-
assessment, re-teaching 
with Edpuzzle [online vid-
eos,] targeted extra prac-
tice and focusing on math 
and scientific literacy and a 
smaller number of focused 
content standards.”

In his first year teaching 
chemistry, Paulchell hopes 
to help the students as 
much as possible.

“I designed my materi-
als for the course keeping 
in mind the needs of these 
younger students: reteach-
ing opportunities, reas-
sessment opportunities 
and stronger math sup-
ports,” he said.

Paulchell explained that 
chemistry directly relates 
to the math classes that 
both freshman and sopho-
mores take.

“Chemistry is an applied 

math where students will 
build upon skills from al-
gebra and even geometry,” 
Paulchell said. “For these 
underclassmen, they are 
learning the skills in al-
gebra as we use them in 
chemistry.”

Freshman James Flow-
ers is currently in chemis-
try and feels comfortable 
in the class.

“I think the transition 
has been easy for me” he 

said. “I know it’s a tough 
class but I feel that Biology 
has prepared me for chem-
istry.”

Flowers is a part of 
about the fifty percent of 
students in the freshman 
class who took biology in 
8th grade.

Junior Joey Rogoff, also 
in chemistry, expected a 
little more difficulty in the 
class.

“It hasn’t been that big 

of a difficult adjustment. 
Coming from Honors Biol-
ogy, I think it is easier so 
far.” he said.

Rogoff feels that being 
in a class with a majority 
of underclassmen is some-
what of a distraction.

“I personally think it’s 
difficult to take this sort of 
class with underclassmen,” 
he said. “It’s pretty hard to 
pay attention in class.”

This year, freshmen  and upperclassmen are working through dimensional analysis together. 
Photo by Ben Connor.

released into the storm 
sewer system. 

Sandi Noah, Vice Presi-
dent of Communications 
at Omnova Solutions Inc. 
provided a statement de-
scribing this latex adhe-
sive, which is manufac-
tured by Omnova.

“This product contains 
no substances which at 
their given concentra-
tion are considered to 
be hazardous to health,” 
according to the 2012 
OSHA Hazard Communi-
cation Standard 29 CFR 
1910.1200 states.

Noah stressed that the 
adhesive poses no threat 
to the community.

“The ingredients are almost 
52% water, with approximate-
ly 48% consisting of polymer-
ized styrene-butadiene latex,” 
Noah wrote in an email, “The 

finished latex product is con-
sidered benign.”  

In very high concentra-
tions, this adhesive could 
only possibly interfere 
with aquatic organisms’ 
respiration; however, due 
to the extreme dilution 
near Pepper Pike, it is im-
possible that it could be 
harmful at all.

This adhesive has also never 
previously harmed the envi-
ronment, according to Noah.

“...although track instal-
lations can sometimes ex-
perience unexpected pre-
cipitation, we do not know 
of instances of this prod-
uct harming the environ-
ment,” Noah wrote.  

She added that latex of 
this general type are used 
in “paper, carpets, masking 
tape and baby diapers.” 

Once there is more rain-
fall, the EPA will determine 
whether the track is safe 
to return to normal opera-

tion.  Hardis hopes that the 
installation will be com-
pleted this week, but some 
athletes were hoping for 
it to be completed sooner.  
Boys’ cross country captain 
Jack Spero finds it difficult 
to train without a track.

“...Our training for the 
season has mostly been 
done on grass or gravel as 
opposed to training with 
the track,” Spero wrote.  

Other runners were dis-
appointed, as well.

“I wish the track was 
completed on schedule as 
it would have allowed for a 
Beachwood Cross Country 
meet,” cross country run-
ner Mukul Govande wrote 
in an email, “This year is 
my senior year and hav-
ing the meet would have 
meant a lot to me.”  

Current Surfaces, Inc., 
the contractor installing 
the track, has not com-
mented on the matter.

tory. Both feel that they 
are capable of doing the 
work in the class.

“I think that it’s going to 
make me a better student, 
and I think I’ve made a 
good choice so far,” Grasso 
said. “I chose to take the 
AP class because I felt that 
I’m capable of that level…
The homework is definitely 
– maybe a little bit more 
than I would expect, but 
it’s just what comes with 
an AP class.”

“I think I’ve learned 
more than I would have 
otherwise. I think I have a 
greater background than 
if I would not have taken 
AP,” Colmenares said. “It 
depends on the field that I 
go into, but…[the AP class] 
keeps my doors open, so 
I can choose to do what 
[field] I want.”

‘APUSH’ Continued from 
Pg.2 ...

While AP classes seem to 
offer more opportunities, 
Grasso admitted that tak-
ing an AP course certainly 
requires extra effort in or-
der to succeed.

“…Obviously, you’re a 
freshmen, and the whole 
high school experience is 
new, so having yet another 
class to add on to the load 
is going to make life harder 
for you,” Grasso said. ¨I 
think that definitely trains 
you to be a responsible stu-
dent, though, if you take it 
in the right way. If you just 
give up, it’s not going to 
work…”

Beachwood students 
seem to have a greater in-
terest in advanced courses, 
and Sullivan explained that 
many factors play a role in 
deciding individual stu-
dents’ course placement.

“When we do schedul-
ing, and we talk to stu-
dents, and we talk to fami-

lies, we talk about things 
like ‘What are you study 
skills? What are your pri-
orities? Where are you 
finding balance? If you 
take on an AP class now, 
where is that balance?’ ” 
Sullivan said.

“…My philosophy is I 
very much want to nudge 
students out of their com-
fort zone…That’s the only 
way progress can happen. 
I don’t want to hurl [them] 
over the cliff…” Perse add-
ed. “I certainly don’t want 
[students] to get turned 
off of the AP experience 
because I would love to see 
[them] take more and more 
AP and honors classes…
and I would love to actually 
have more students in AP 
than I do, but I also have to 
be honest: it’s hard.”
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A Journey of 11,000 Miles Ends in Beachwood, Ohio
The sun bakes down vio-

lently on the dry desert of 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia and 
on the girl wearing the 
black hijab.

But she is used to heat. 
She is used to wearing 
black, heat-absorbing 
cloth. She is used to divi-
sion of genders in school.

She exchanges numbers 
with friends at Abdulaziz 
International School and 
says goodbye  for the last 
time before embarking on 
a journey back to the USA.

Rihab Ali, a new student 
at BHS, traveled with her 
sisters and parents from 
Saudi Arabia this summer. 
The family moved here to 
support her sister, Ridaa, 
who is attending college.

“We’ve come here to ac-
company our daughter, 
who was accepted at Case 
Western Reserve Univer-
sity as a freshman,” Rihab’s 
father, Dr. Mohsin Ali, 
wrote in an email.

“Another reason is so Ri-
hab and her younger sister, 
Hiba, could have a better 
education.”

Dr. Ali will teach dentist-
ry at the Cleveland Dental 
Institute and part time 
at Case Western. He also 

By Ofek Hyer
Staff Writer

practices as a dentist in the 
institute’s clinic.

Ali’s mother, Syeda Fake-
ha Rehman, now stays at 
home but was once also a 
dentist herself. Dr. Moh-
sin Ali and Syeda Fakeha 
Rehman believe adjusting 
to Beachwood has come 
easily due to the cordial en-
vironment and proximity 
to CWRU.

“It was rather easy be-
cause the neighborhood is 
nice with good schools and 
shopping and other facili-
ties close to the university,” 
Dr. Ali wrote.

Rihab has not had a hard 
time adjusting either. Ri-
hab attributes this ease 
to her years living in the 
Houston, Texas area.

“I was born in Saudi Ara-
bia, moved to Texas around 
four to five years old and 
after fifth grade we went 
back to Saudi Arabia,” Ri-
hab said.

“We love Texas,” Dr. Ali 
added.

Rihab found it difficult 
when moving from Texas 
because of everything she 
was leaving behind.

“I grew up there, so I 
missed it a lot,” Rihab said. 
“Some things I missed were 
my school, friends, house 
and the weather.”

Rihab has noticed signif-

icant differences between 
BHS and Abdulaziz Inter-
national School in Riyadh. 
One of the major differenc-
es is the integration of gen-
ders. In Saudi Arabia, boys 
and girls were in separate 
buildings and did not have 
lunch or classes together.

“For religious reasons, 
there were separate sec-
tions,” Rihab said. “But 
changing back was not 
hard because I already ex-
perienced it in Texas.”

Another difference is  the 
way classes are organized.

“In Saudi Arabia, the 
teachers would go to dif-
ferent classrooms while the 
students stayed put,” Rihab 
said. “In Beachwood we 
have to switch classes, but 
I preferred the way we did 
it in Saudi Arabia because it 
was easier.”

“The buildings were also 
organized differently,” Ri-
hab said. “There was a pri-
mary section building that 
was made up of kindergar-
ten to 4th grade, and a dif-
ferent building containing 
5th grade to 12th grade.”

Her school in Saudi Ara-
bia was also different in 
that there was only one 
lunch period for all stu-
dents grades 5-12, gym 
and art were mandatory, 
the class schedule rotated 

daily, all classes had smart 
boards and all students had 
tablets.

“Also in Saudi Arabia, we 
spent more time studying 
for tests than completing  
homework,” Rihab said. 
“It’s a lot different.”

While there are some dif-
ferences that Rihab has not 
particularly enjoyed, she 
does enjoy block days.

“I like block days be-
cause they let me sleep in 

a little bit and talk with 
my friends,” Rihab said. “I 
also like it because there 
are fewer classes and easier 
classes, which make the 
days more relaxing.”

While Rihab found many 
differences scholastically, 
she has found Beachwood 
students to be welcoming. 
Rihab feels she has not 
been treated differently.

“It’s nice socially, I’m 
finding friends” Rihab said. 

“I also talk with other Mid-
dle-Eastern kids.”

During the eleven-hour 
plane ride to Cleveland, 
Rihab was struck by a 
storm of emotions. Ri-
hab watched movies but 
couldn’t keep her mind off 
finally arriving in Ohio.

“It was hard because I re-
ally do miss my friends and 
family,” Rihab said. “But I 
finally got to be in my new 
home.”

Rihab Ali in her journalism class. Photo by Ofek Hyer

Unprecedented Number Of BHS 
National Merit Semifinalists

The class of 2017 has a 
remarkable number of Na-
tional Merit Semifinalists 
this year, scoring in  the 
top 1% nationwide of ju-
niors who took the PSAT 
last year.

Seven BHS students 
achieved this distinction: 
Eve Barnett, Chandler Kit-
son, Kalina Pateva, Julia 
Warner, Shitong Wu, Jen-
nifer Yen and Yuke Zheng. 

“Beachwood is thrilled;  
I would like to extend my 
sincere congratulations 
to the students and their 
families on this outstand-
ing accomplishment,” said 
Linda LoGalbo, former 
principal.

This group of 16,000 
students nationwide will 
be narrowed to 15,000 fi-
nalists who compete for 
7,500 scholarships worth 
$33 million. 

“You see the upperclass-
men that make it and you 
think ‘Wow, all these peo-
ple are super-smart,’ and 
you look up to them and 
admire their work ethic 

By Zachary Zhang
Staff Writer

and drive to succeed; so 
when I was recognized I 
thought ‘Wow, I’m part of 
this group,’” senior quali-
fier Kalina Pateva said. 

As a junior, Pateva fo-
cused mostly on her six AP 
classes, and says she is now 
trying to focus more on 
creative classes. 

Pateva encourages 
younger students to de-
velop strong study habits.

“I think one of the most 
challenging transitions 
to high school for me was 
learning how to study, 
because middle school 
doesn’t really prepare 
you for the rigor of high 
school,” she said. “Just 
find a study method that 
works for you, and chal-
lenge yourself to take the 
advanced courses.”

Yuke Zheng is thrilled to 
be a semifinalist. 

“I’m thankful for my par-
ents, teachers and friends 
for always pushing me to 
strive for improvement 
and for building up my love 
for learning,” he said. 

Zheng studied for the 
PSAT during the summer 
before his junior year. He 
says being captain of the 

Science Olympiad team, 
head of design for the first 
robotics team and his expe-
rience conducting research 
at Case Western Univer-
sity have all helped him to 
become a stronger leader 
and thinker. He strives to 
impact others through the 
work he does. 

LoGalbo encourages stu-
dents to enroll in rigorous 
classes

“Students at BHS have 
great opportunities to 
challenge and extend 
themselves in new and 
exciting courses and pro-
grams,” she said.

This year’s group of qual-
ifiers shows a marked in-
crease from previous years. 
In 2015, Beachwood pro-
duced only one semifinal-
ist; the following year only 
two. Seven is a particularly 
remarkable number given 
the size of Beachwood’s 
student body. The class of 
2017 has only about 140 
students, so approximately 
5% of  the class is in the 
top 1% nationwide.

Zheng encourages un-
derclassmen to find what 
they love.

Pumpkin Patch Raises Money 
For Prom, Entertains Families

October is marked by 
colder temperatures, fall 
jackets, pumpkin spice 
lattes and of course the 
BHS pumpkin patch.

For the fourth year in a 
row, math teacher Jessica 
Kellogg, class of 2020 advi-
sor, has run the Pumpkin 
Patch to raise money for 
the classes she has advised.

This year’s pumpkin sale 
was held on Friday Oct., 14 
from 5 - 10 p.m in the gym.

“The money will be split 
between the class of 2020 
and the class of 2017,” Kel-
logg said.

Classes will use the mon-
ey to cover prom or other 
events.

The pumpkin patch has 
become a big event in the 
Beachwood community, 
with many families bring-
ing their children to buy 
pumpkins and jump into 
the fall spirit.

By Justin Dubin
Staff Writer

In addition to selling the 
pumpkins, NHS volunteers 
offered pumpkin decorat-
ing and apple cider.

Small pumpkins were 
sold for $6, medium were 
sold for $8, large were sold 
for $10, and apple cider 
was sold for $1.

Many community mem-
bers have made a tradition 
of coming back to get their 
pumpkins each year.

“The community seems 
to like it,” Kellogg said.

In previous years, pump-
kins were sold all weekend 
long, but since there are 
lights now, Kellogg decided 
it made more sense to just 
have it on Friday.  

“I think the pumpkin 
patch is a great commu-
nity event that brings the 
Beachwood community 
together,” senior volunteer 
Anabelle Cheistwer said.

“Many of the kids loved 
it,” Cheistwer added. “The 
decorating, apple cider and 
chocolate candy was great.” 

BHS students volun-

teered at the event.  
Some helped with setup 

and opening from 3:15 to 
6:00 p.m. Later, another 
group came to volunteer 
from 4:45 to 8:00 p.m. to 
help open the pumpkin 
patch and also sell dur-
ing the Friday night foot-
ball game.  The last group 
of volunteers came in at 
7:45 till closing, which was 
around 10:00 p.m., after 
the game ended, to help 
with selling and also tak-
ing everything down after.  

The event raised $200, 
which is lower profits than 
previous years.

“I think this is due to 
the change in layout of the 
event and some other fac-
tors beyond our control,” 
Kellogg wrote in an email.

The unsold pumpkins 
were available for sale to 
staff, and the few remain-
ing  were donated to the 
Cleveland Aquarium for 
their Haunted Aquarium 
event.

(From left to right): Shitong Wu, Chandler Kitson, Jennifer Yen, Kalina Pateva, Julia Warner, 
and Eve Barnett. Not pictured: Yuke Zheng. Photo by Jared Zullig

Image source: Wikimedia Commons
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After Three Years, Chromebook Program Gets Mixed Reviews

Beachwood implement-
ed a one-to-one Chrome-
book program in the fall of 
2013.

The program provided a 
Chromebook to every BMS 
and BHS student to use for 
schoolwork and allowed 
students who choose to 
use their own laptops.

According to Beachwood 
City Schools’ Director of 
Operations and Technol-
ogy Dr. Ken Veon, the 
program was designed to 
improve student access to 
learning resources.

“We saw the need for 
technology in the class-
room, so we felt instead 
of offering it just to use 
in school, we wanted the 
students to take it home 
because they can extend 
their learning at home,” 
Veon said.

After three years, lap-
tops are now integrated 
into classrooms at BHS 
and BMS.

According to Veon, the 
initial cost of implement-
ing the Chromebooks was 
$160,000 with an average 
yearly cost of $40,000 to 
$50,000 to maintain the 
program.

The program has also 
saved money on printing 
costs.

The Beachcomber anon-
ymously surveyed 84 stu-
dents and 10 staff mem-
bers regarding their use of 
Chromebooks in the class-
rooms.

Nearly 65%, 55 of the 84 
students surveyed, indicat-
ed that 1-3 classes require 
Chromebooks regularly, 
while 27%,  23 of the 84 re-
spondents, indicated that 
3-5 of their classes require 
Chromebooks.

While many students 
and staff have found the 
laptops to be advanta-
geous, some concerns still 
linger.

Nearly all of the ten BHS 
teachers who responded 
to our anonymous online 
survey indicated that they 
use Chromebooks in their 
classrooms and found 
them useful for some ac-
tivities.

“There are certainly sev-
eral useful activities I use 
frequently that require the 
Chromebooks,” one teach-
er wrote. “…such as collec-
tive writing and sharing 
writing samples to look at 
and discuss on the board.”

“I feel that Chromebooks 
are helpful for readings and 
web-based work as well 
as extended formal typed 
writing and some group 
work,” another teacher re-
sponded.

Social studies teacher 
John Perse feels there are 
some benefits of the laptop 
program.

“I think laptops are very 
appropriate if kids are do-
ing research,” Perse said. 
“I think laptops are also 
appropriate if [students] 
need to create a document 
or some kind of outline.”

On the other hand, Perse 
stated that laptops aren’t 
essential for his classwork, 
and he believes students 
taking notes with pen and 
paper tend to do better in 
his class. However, Perse 
acknowledged that some 
students do better with pa-
per while others do better 

By Tyler Pohlman
Staff Writer

with typed notes.
A study published in 

April of 2014 by Pam A. 
Mueller of Princeton Uni-
versity and Daniel M. Op-
penheimer of the Univer-
sity of California found 
results supporting Perse’s 
claims.

The study found that 
students retained less 
information when typ-
ing notes on a computer 
because they could type 
faster than when writing 
by hand, which meant they 
were focusing less on what 
they were actually writing 
down. Students using pen 
and paper were more likely 
to remember the content 
later.

Freshman Connor 
Umpleby explained his 
preference.

“It really depends on the 
subject,” he said. “If it’s a 
lot of notes, then I use a 
laptop, but if it’s brief then 
I use paper.”

Umpleby went on to ac-
knowledge that he may re-
tain more when writing by 
hand, but still prefers the 
efficiency of taking notes 
on a laptop.

Another BHS freshman, 
Adam Charnas feels that 
typing notes on a laptop 
is more productive since 
spelling and grammatical 
errors are fixed right away. 
Charnas also agreed that 
he could take notes faster 
on a laptop.

Another study by Bjarte 
Furnes and Elisabeth Nor-
man from the University of 
Bergen, Norway also found 
that retention is better for 
students reading paper in-
stead of digital text. They 
conducted an experiment 
on 100 Norwegian college 
students comparing reten-
tion between print and 
digital text.

The students read mate-
rial on a variety of print 
and digital platforms and 
then took a test. The study 
found that students who 
read on paper had higher 
test scores than students 
who read on computer 
screens.

One concern indicated 
by students in The Beach-
comber survey was the 
Chromebooks’ lack of ver-
satility.

“Chromebooks can’t run 
programs such as Photo-
shop, which I use for art,” 
one student responded.

85% of student survey 
respondents indicated 
they would rather use Mac-
Books than Chromebooks.

“I think [Chromebooks] 
are useful, but I would 
prefer a different type of 
laptop since they could do 
more. [Plus,] Google drive 
on my Chromebook is un-
reliable,” Umpleby said. 
Umpleby explained that 
his Google Drive some-
times has connectivity is-
sues.

BMS English teacher 
Nate Smith uses Chrome-
books in his classroom for 
applications such as WeVi-
deo and Noodletools.

However, Smith also ex-
pressed a preference for 
some programs that are 
not available through the 
Google platform.

“Things seem to work 
smoother on Microsoft 
Word than Google Docs,” 
he said.

Both Umpleby and Char-
nas also prefer Microsoft 
Office to Google’s applica-

tions.
“Chromebooks are use-

ful, but you can’t save any 
documents locally, and 
since teachers use Micro-
soft Word and PowerPoint; 
it’s hard to convert to 
Google Slides and Docs,” 
Charnas said.

However, Smith ac-
knowledged that Chrome-
books are more cost-effec-
tive than Macbooks.

Veon explained that 
many programs that can’t 
run on Chromebooks are 
available on Macbooks 
that can be checked out 
from the library.

For some, the critical 
question is whether lap-
tops improve academic 
achievement.

Fethi A. Inan from Texas 
Tech University and col-
leagues from the Univer-
sity of Memphis evaluated 
143 lessons that used lap-
tops within certain classes 
at select schools in Maine 
in 2007. The results of the 
study were inconclusive. 
Of the seven schools that 
integrated laptops into the 
lessons, four had higher ac-
ademic achievement, three 
schools had lower academ-
ic achievement and two 
schools were unaffected.

In the student survey, 
79% of the respondents in-
dicated that Chromebooks 
had not directly improved 
their academic perfor-
mance.

Veon acknowledges that 
technology alone is not go-
ing to improve educational 
outcomes.

“It also [depends on] 
professional development 
for teachers,” Veon said. 
“[And] giving clear expec-
tations to students. Things 
like that play into improve-
ments in test scores, but 
we can’t say a student 
knows more because they 
use a Chromebook.”

Smith agrees that lap-
tops alone don’t improve 
educational performance, 
but work ethic and effort 
will.

“I think if you’re a good 
student you’re going to 
get good grades, laptop or 
not,” Smith said.

Students seem to agree.
“They do not affect my 

education at all, as long as 
I try hard in school then I 
will get good grades,” BHS 
freshmen Connor Umple-
by said.

“I’ve seen no change in 
my grades since I’ve start-
ed using Chromebooks,” 
Charnas said.

The major concern 
for teachers is whether 
Chromebooks create a dis-
traction for students in the 
classroom. Both Perse and 
Smith feel that they can be 
a distraction to students.

In fact, seven of the ten 
ten teacher respondents 
in our survey said they see 
Chromebooks as a distrac-
tion in their classes. Addi-
tionally, nine of the ten in-
dicated that they feel that 
laptops decrease produc-
tivity of students in their 
classes.

Perse feels that the level 
of distraction depends on 
the maturity of the stu-
dent.

“I know when I walk 
around, the students tend 
to be doing what they’re 
supposed to be doing,” 
Perse said. “[But] if I’m up 
at the front of the class de-
livering a lesson, then I’m 

not walking around, and 
at that point I don’t know 
whether they’re doing 
what they’re supposed to 
be doing.”

“I have some students 
who, when they are sup-
posed to be discussing or 
reading something, are 
staring at their computer 
screen instead,” Smith 
said. “I had some students 
who did poorly as a direct 
result of the laptops, but at 
the same time [I feel] the 
laptops are necessary.”

Additionally, Smith said 
that monitoring what the 
class is doing on their com-
puters is easier when the 
class is small. But when the 
class is large it is a lot more 
difficult to know what all 
the students are doing.

On the other hand, 85% 
of students in The Beach-
comber’s survey did not 
feel that Chromebooks are 
distracting in class. Umple-
by is one who feels that 
most students are able to 
resist the distraction.

“[Chromebooks] are only 
a distraction to people that 
play games in the back of 
the room,” he said. “They 
don’t affect my educa-
tion, as long as I try hard 
[in school] I will get good 
grades regardless of com-
puters.”

Veon feels that Chrome-
books are of the same dis-
tractive nature as phones 
or passing notes, and that 
the educational value as 
well as the level of distrac-
tion can be controlled by 
a teacher who effectively 
monitors his or her class.

A study by Jian Li at the 
University of Maryland 
compared 21 Texas middle 
schools that received lap-
tops and found positive 
results. Most students 
involved in one-on-one 
laptop programs were less 
likely to have disciplinary 
problems than students in 
schools without laptops.

The same study found 
students in one-to-one 
laptop programs showed 
some gains in mathemat-
ics, but did not show im-
provement in reading or 
other subjects.

One of the biggest con-
cerns when the Chrome-
books were first introduced 
was how kids without In-
ternet at home would be 
able to do homework. This 
has turned out not to be a 
problem.

Veon surveyed 180 6th-

11th graders in April 2016 
regarding internet access 
at home. According to the 
survey 100% of respon-
dents indicated they did 
have Internet access.

Veon points to efficiency 
as the main advantage of 
one-to-one laptops.

“What it does is it allows 

students to access infor-
mation faster,” he said. 
“Think about how long it 
would take to go to the li-
brary and pull books that 
you can access and even 
articles from newspapers 
and magazines that you 
can access instantly on a 
computer.”

Students use chromebooks in English class for projects and essays. Photo by Tyler Pohlman

Teacher responses to the Beachcomber’s online survey. 
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First Pep Rally in New Stadium
The athletic department held a pep rally on Sept. 16 in 

the new stadium.
Announcer Mark Howdieshell hyped the Flip the Switch 

game and each of the fall teams ran off one by one while 
the captains talked about their teams.

“I thought the pep rally was great, and it raised a lot 
of hype for all the upcoming games on the field,” soccer 
player Isaac Kantarovich said. “It was just so astounding to 
know that I would play my next soccer game on the turf.”

The audience went crazy with cheers as the football 
team ran out.

The band preformed artist Kanye West’s hit song “All of 
the Lights,” and the drill team danced.

The cheerleaders showed off a new cheer:
“All you fans in the stands get up and clap your hands!”
“Seeing the football team on the turf and under the 

lights was just incredible,” Sophomore Ryan Muencz said.
Tough Loss to Perry

The Bison took a sad loss on Friday, Sept. 16 at the Flip the 
Switch game against Perry. This was the first game the Bison 
played on the new turf and under the lights.

Running back Derek Sanders had his debut game, filling in for 
Dalen Crawford who broke his collarbone against East Tech on 
Sept. 9.

The final score was 56-23 Perry, but the home team still put 
up a good fight, scoring three touchdowns and a safety.

The Bison took an early 7-0 lead after a 44-yard rushing touch-
down scored by quarterback Ben Connor.

Perry came back strong, but the Bison did not give up, with 
Connor scoring another rushing touchdown and Derek Sanders 
scoring his first varsity touchdown.

After the first half, a mercy rule was announced for the sec-
ond half called the running clock, which kept the clock running 
nonstop except.

Freshman Spencer Kornspan had the first Beachwood tackle 
on the turf.

“I felt really pumped before the game started and like all of 
the players in the locker room, I was ready to win,” freshman 
player William Friedrich said.

   See page 10 for more coverage...



Decisive Win Against Red 
Raiders in Homecoming Game

The Bison football team dominated Painesville’s Harvey 
Red Raiders 60-34 at the Homecoming game on Oct. 14.

The crowd was hyped before the game.
“Expect a good win tonight; the boys should bring their all,” 

one fan was overheard saying.
“You can’t not win the Homecoming game,” said another.
The first quarter went well with junior quarterback Ben 

Connor scoring a touchdown in the last three minutes. Beach-
wood’s defense was strong, and no one lacked in effort.

“I was confident in the way we’d play because I felt we 
were well prepared even with the short practices we’d had 
that week,” Connor said, referencing the lack of practice on 
Oct. 12 and the shortened practice on Oct. 11 due to Yom Kip-
pur.

Within the first two minutes of the second quarter, senior 
wide receiver LeKendrick Robinson scored a touchdown.

“We’d had a short practice week, and I think we knew in 
order to win this game we’d have to come together and play 
as hard as we could,” senior left tackle Dar’jon Bentley said.

The team definitely pulled together and it showed through 
the scoreboard.

By halftime, Beachwood was in the lead. Before the 
halftime performances, members of the 1989 team, who 
were Conference Champs, came onto the field for recogni-
tion.

“With this field and these lights, the only thing they can 
do is win,” a fan said.

And the team came through with the win.
During the fourth quarter, Beachwood’s defense weak-

ened slightly, allowing the Raiders to score two easy 
touchdowns.

“I thought we would win,” senior center Alex Orloff 
said, “But I also thought we would’ve put up more points 
and given up less.”

In the fourth quarter, the Bison led twice by 30 or more 
points.

“I was really happy that we could finally have a good 
game in front of our home audience, and give them some-
thing to really cheer for,” Bentley said.

The final score was 60-34, bringing the Bison’s 2016 re-
cord to 3-5.
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Rocky Horror Remake Dazzles With Surprising Casting
By Cameron Godfrey
Staff Writer

The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show, which originally aired 
in London in 1975, is a cult 
classic film, loved by many 
and celebrated at midnight 
showings all over the world.

The hallmark of Rocky 
Horror isn’t its content, be-
cause, as most fans will agree, 
it’s not actually that good. Its 
real value is its devoted fans 
who yell callouts and throw 
props during certain parts of 
the film.

“I would like… to take you 
on a strange journey,” says 
Charles Gray, who played the 
criminologist in the original 
movie.

“How strange was it?” yells 
the audience in response.

This wild movie is held 
near and dear to the hearts 
of millions of hardcore fans 
who dress up and go all out 
to see the show. Moviegoers 
often wear costumes, or sim-
ply dress in crazy clothing 
and make a scene.

The world loves Rocky 
Horror for its many peculiar-
ities, which is why when FOX 
announced that they would 

be airing a television remake 
in 2016, many fans were ex-
tremely skeptical.

Still, nearly five million 
tuned in to watch on Thurs-
day, Oct. 20, as the new cast 
brought the old characters to 
life.

The night it aired, many 
devoted Cleveland fans went 
to the Cedar Lee Theater, 
which for years has been 
showing the original once 
a month, to watch the live 
showing in solidarity, many 
with low expectations, and 
many with no idea what to 
expect.

My friends and I, frequent 
Rocky attendees, arrived an 
hour before doors opened to 
ensure good seats. I admit to 
having been a little cynical 
about how FOX would handle 
my precious, let’s-just-say-lib-
eral film, but I was more than 
pleasantly surprised.

FOX’s adaptation was 
more than just a remake. It 
was a tribute to the fans who 
have been loving the movie 
for decades.

Particularly notable was 
the casting. To the surprise 
of many fans, the (anti) 
hero of the film, Dr. Frank-
N-Furter, originally played 

by Tim Curry, was played by 
a woman, Laverne Cox. In 
an Out magazine interview, 
Adam Lambert (Eddie) ex-
plains that he turned down 
the role of Frank because the 
“sweet transvestite” role be-
longs to a transgender wom-
an, not a man. The Orange is 
the New Black actress turned 
out to be an incredible choice 
for the role. Cox’s chemistry 
with the other members of 
the cast brought a lot of en-
ergy to the role.

Other incredible cast-
ing choices included Ryan 
McCartan as Brad Majors, 
who brought a hilarious and 
quirky element to the role, 
and Victoria Justice, known 
for her wholesome career 
on Nickelodeon, who took 
Susan Sarandon’s place as 
Janet Weiss– a surprisingly 
risque part that she stepped 
into flawlessly. Each actor 
brought a particularly unique 
aspect to the table, maintain-
ing the celebrated traditions 
while making the characters 
their own.

As a tribute to the origi-
nal movie, The Criminolo-
gist was played by the iconic 
former Frank-N-Furter, Tim 
Curry, who was welcomed 

To the surprise of many fans, the (anti) hero of the film, Dr. Frank-N-Furter, originally played by Tim 
Curry, was played by a woman, Orange is the New Black star Laverne Cox. 
Image source: Fox.com

back by the community with 
open arms. They also nodded 
to the original with the inclu-
sion of a “live audience” that 
yelled call-outs occasionally. 
This aspect was interesting, 
but superfluous to the plot, 
which is really saying some-
thing, because this movie 
has basically no plot whatso-
ever.

FOX made an excellent de-
cision in making the movie 
somewhat of a parody of 

itself. The comic quality of 
the remake made it enter-
taining to watch even with-
out the callouts. While the 
original movie is funny, a lot 
of the comedy seems to be 
unintentional– more absurd 
than actually humorous. For 
example, FOX mocked the 
original film with incredibly 
exaggerated acting.

Many fans of the original 
are cranky because the re-
make is quite different from 

their longtime favorite, but 
those who expected a line-
by-line recreation were set-
ting themselves up for disap-
pointment. Though it does 
stray quite a bit from the 
1975 film, FOX’s production 
is an excellent remake, and I 
encourage everyone to watch 
it with an open mind. That is, 
of course,  after you see the 
first one.

Three Perspectives on Kanye’s ‘Saint Pablo’ Cleveland  Show

As part of his Saint Pablo 
tour, Kanye West came to 
Cleveland on Oct. 1.

Parker Gill and I had been 
looking forward to it for a 
long time. 

The concert was scheduled 
to start at 8 p.m., but the 
gates at The Q were opening 
at 6:30. 

We hopped on an RTA bus 
and headed downtown at 
noon.  After grabbing a bite 
to eat, we made our way to-
wards The Q, where the gen-
eral admission line was only 
about 10 deep. 

After hours of waiting, 
we were admitted with the 
hundreds of others who 
had filled in the line behind 
us. However, the ticket ma-
chines had malfunctioned, 
and they were only reading 
about half of the Flash Seats 
tickets. A ticket agent had to 
look up Parker’s name on the 
computer. 

After going through a 
security check, we quickly 
made our way to a stand to 
buy some merchandise.  

After putting on our 
matching shirts and hats, we 
went down to the floor.  We 
were right up at the front, 
just feet away from the stage. 
We were excited. But the 
ticket machine malfunction 
slowed the crowds coming 
into the Q and delayed the 
concert. Finally, at 10 p.m., 
the concert was underway.  

Kanye’s stage rose up and 
floated around the arena. 
Throughout the concert, 
the audience had to change 
positions to make their way 
around the stage.

Kanye almost immediately 
got the crowd into it, start-
ing with a popular song from 
his The Life Of Pablo album, 
“Father Stretch My Hands, 
Pt. 1.” This emotionally-
charged performance set the 
stage for an excellent show. 
The moshing in the general 
admission ensued, and the 
entire crowd become a part 
of the show.

Directly after his opening 
song, West went into “Pt. 2”, 

which brought even more en-
ergy into the crowd. The bass 
became heavy, and many 
could feel the beat playing 
throughout their body. 

Kanye then performed “All 
of the Lights”  and instruct-
ed the crowd to turn on the 
flashlights on their phones. 
It was truly an emotional 
moment as the Q lit up.

One of Kanye’s loudest 
and most bumping songs 
was his song “Power” off an 
older album “My Beauti-
ful Dark Twisted Fantasy”  
Parker and I, along with the 
rest of the crowd were jump-
ing and screaming the lyrics, 
shaking the wooden floor of 
the Q.

Kanye also threw in some 
crowd pleasers from past al-
bums. The songs “Stronger” 
and “Blood On The Leaves” 
were the most hyped. 

Throughout the concert, 
Kanye played the same songs 
multiple times.  Most no-
tably was the song “High-
lights”, which was played 
back three times much to my 
and the audience’s delight.

The performance of “Only 
One” was also fantastic, 
so much so that it almost 
brought me to tears.  Its 
slow melodic pace gave a 
great change of pace to the 
concert, keeping the emo-
tions high while also calming 
down the crowd.  

Kanye finished the concert 
at around midnight with “Ul-
tralight Beam.” It normally 
features Chance The Rapper, 
however, like the rest of the 
concert, Kanye West per-
formed by himself. He man-
aged to sing, rap, dance and 
make the crowd go wild.

The crowd in general ad-
mission had a blast -- Kanye 
is a great showman, and our 
hopes for the concert were 
realized. Even Lebron James 
participated, as he came 
down from his loge with a 
few of his teammates to get 
rowdy in the general admis-
sion section.

It was a fantastic show and 
we quickly left the Q, run-
ning over to Colossal Cup-
cakes to get some water be-
fore we got into an UBER and 
headed home.

Kanye’s stage rose up and floated around the arena, supported 
by cables. Photo by Spencer Hendlin

By Spencer Hendlin
Staff Writer

By Max Alter
Sports Editor

By Yuke Zheng
Staff Writer

Of course, Kanye was 
late. It was an hour and a 
half after the show was 
supposed to start, and 
people were getting angry. 
I was sitting next to these 
loud drunk men, rattling 
to each other their life 
stories, and my head was 
starting to ache. That’s 
when the stadium went 
dark.

The crowd’s cheers filled 
the room. Orange beams of 
light shot out of the rising 
platform, and a dark figure 
emerged. Kanye was here.

The album’s signa-
ture choir vocals rang 
throughout the stadium. 
My friends and I swayed 
and hummed along. Af-
ter a minute of waiting, 
the drop finally hit: “IF 
YOUNG METRO DON’T 
TRUST YOU, I’M ‘GON 
SHOOT YOU.” My head-
ache faded as my body be-
came re-energized by the 
hype beats and the roaring 
vocals. I began to belt out 
the lyrics. 

This concert was going to 
be dope.

A two and a half hour 
emotional journey. 32 
songs. Light shows. A 
floating stage. A refillable 
popcorn. Kanye West. An 
eventual 2 a.m. trip to 
Denny’s.

That’s all you need to 
know about my experience 
from the night of Oct. 1. 

I drove downtown and 
parked around 7 p.m. and 
waited in the line that was 
already through the door. 
We eventually made our way 
to our seats, eye-level with 
the floating stage, and wait-
ed for the concert to start.

We waited for quite 
some time.

The concert was delayed 
until 11 pm, leaving the 
crowd anxious for Kanye’s 
performance to begin. 

But when Kanye West fi-
nally got on stage, it was all 
worth it.

At around 11 pm, the in-
tro to “Father Stretch My 
Hands, Pt. 1,” West’s open-
ing song, began to echo. 
The crowd got loud and 

the lights went out. Out 
of the darkness, we could 
see something faint on the 
stage. It was Kanye. 

The beat started, and the 
stage began to move. West 
was directly across from 
our seats. The crowd was 
bouncing up and down. 

West continued the con-
cert with two more fan-fa-
vorites from his recent al-
bum, The Life of Pablo: “Pt. 
2,” and “Famous.” The bass 
was loud, and the crowd 
remained on their feet 
for the next seven songs, 
including covers of songs 
like Drake’s “Pop Style,” as 
well as songs off of Kanye’s 
2013 album Yeezus. 

Yet this is not what made 
the concert so special.

After the first ten songs, 
West began to play vocals 
that were reminiscent of 
the choir on “Wolves”. A 
light apparatus came down 
from the ceiling, and the 
show’s first light interlude 
commenced. For two min-
utes, colored lights danced 
along with the choir. The 
concert became emotion-
ally-charged. There was a 
pure silence in the arena. 

West began to transition 
from his most recent mu-
sic. He took the audience 
through his discography 
while throwing in some of 
the more thought-provok-
ing music from the new al-
bum. West’s performances 
of “Can’t Tell Me Nothing,” 
and “Flashing Lights,” from 
his 2007 album brought 
back memories for long-
time fans. 

Kanye capitalized on the 
feeling by playing his most 
sentimental songs off of 
The Life of Pablo directly 
after the older songs, with 
“Highlights,” “Feedback,” 
and “Wolves” in succes-
sion. At this point, there 
were fewer gimmicks and 
just pure performance. He 
played our emotions.  

West played another 
light interlude and then 
returned to the emotional 
journey.  He performed 
“Heartless” from the 2008 
album 808s and Heart-
break, “Runaway” from the 
2010 album My Beautiful 
Dark Twisted Fantasy, and 
“Only One,” a single. This 
was the emotional peak. 
These songs refer to social 
problems, and, more no-
tably, the death of West’s 
mother in 2007. The audi-
ence could feel what West 
was portraying, and ev-
erything stopped. Many, 
myself included, began to 
shed tears due to the in-
tensity of emotion. 

As he neared the end, 
West began to change 
the mood one last time, 
switching from the emo-
tional part of the show to 
his biggest hits.

“All of the Lights,” “Good 
Life,” “Stronger,” and “Gold 
Digger” all signaled that 
the show was nearing an 
end. The crowd was bump-
ing, moshing and jumping 
again, making the most of 
their last minutes in the 
Saint Pablo Tour. It seemed 
that everyone knew every 
word of these songs. This 
was the loudest that the 
crowd was throughout the 
evening, as everyone was 
singing along.

West’s last light inter-

lude came with his song 
“Fade,” this time including 
a laser light show. West in-
teracted with the lasers by 
sticking his body through 
the beams. 

“Ultralight Beam,” the 
most popular song on The 
Life of Pablo, was the ob-
vious choice for the last 
song of the night. A single 
spotlight pointed as West 
performed. Emotions were 
reignited: hype, sadness 
and awe. 

Again, everyone was 
singing along. The float-
ing stage descended, and 
Kanye walked off. 

The lights in the arena 
turned back on. It was 
1:30 am. The flock of West 
fans headed for the exits 
drained of emotion and 
energy. 

I went to Denny’s. 
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Higher level classes, 
traditionally offered to ju-
niors and seniors, are now 
being offered to under-
classmen. Freshmen are 
now taking AP US History 
and chemistry.

On paper this looks im-
pressive. Now that fresh-
men are starting early on 
rigorous classes, they will 
have time as upperclass-
men to take more advanced 
science and social studies. 
Not only that, but success 
in an AP class could boost 
the student’s GPA since AP 
classes are weighted on a 
5.0 scale.        

What many students 
don’t realize when they go 
down this path, however, 
is just how much harder 
high school is compared 
to middle school, and how 
much harder AP classes are 
compared to typical high 
school classes.  

Teenagers in Beachwood 
are already stressed. And 

it’s not healthy.
Mary Alvord, an adoles-

cent psychologist at the 
University of Maryland, 
was recently quoted in 
an article in the Atlantic 
about academic stress at 
elite private schools. 

“Too much stress has 
many effects on the body 
and mind… In the short 
term it can cause anxiety; 
over long periods of time, 
elevated levels of stress 
hormones can degrade 
the immune system, cause 
heart problems, exacerbate 
respiratory and gastroin-
testinal issues, and bring 
on chronic anxiety and 
depression. That’s bad for 
anyone, but it can be espe-
cially bad for high school-
ers.”

Even though academic 
preparation is important, 
a teenager’s mental and 
social well being is equally 
important, if not more. 
Taking too many stressful 
classes, especially fresh-
man year, can impede a 
student’s mental growth 

during such a pivotal pe-
riod of your development, 
perhaps leading to the de-
velopment of bad study 
and work habits.

Putting Freshmen in AP 

and honors classes seems 
academically risky as well.

Freshmen haven’t yet 
adjusted to life as a high 
school student, which of-
ten takes at least a semes-

What Health Effects Come of Increased Academic Stress?
The Beachcomber Staff

It’s Time For Us All To Lighten-Up About College Applications 
By Alex Cala
Opinion Editor

ter to achieve. They are still 
used to middle school level 
classes, even if they were in 
the “honors” level English 
or math in middle school. 

Jumping from a middle 
school level “honors” class 
directly to an advanced 
high school or college class 
is akin to trying to walk 
when you haven’t even 
crawled.

Even the College Board 
itself thinks that it is not a 
good idea for freshman to 
take AP classes.

“AP courses are rarely 
offered in 9th grade, and 
exam results show that, 
for the most part, 9th 
grade students are not 
sufficiently prepared to 
participate in a college-
level course,” their website 
states. “Therefore, the Col-
lege Board believes these 
students would be better 
served by coursework fo-
cusing on the academic 
building blocks necessary 
for later, successful en-
rollment in college-level 
courses. AP coursework 

completed in 9th grade is 
not often deemed credible 
by the higher education 
community.”  

We understand that 
these changes are not 
solely the discretion of the 
Beachwood school district, 
both the federal and state 
governments are raising 
standards. Through the 
new state exams, the Ohio 
Dept. of Education has 
been introducing material 
on freshmen tests that in 
previous years was not 
taught until higher levels. 
Our school district has ad-
justed accordingly.

But there needs to be 
some balance.

And we hope that the 
Beachwood administra-
tion, in implementing 
these new course sequenc-
es, considers the mental 
health of students as care-
fully as they are consider-
ing our academic perfor-
mance.

Students are overly stressed from unnecessarily increased aca-
demic rigor. Cartoon by Gabe Stern

Many students relish 
the opportunity that col-
lege provides of living 
on our own, making new 
friends and opening a new 
chapter in our lives, free of 
all the petty drama and in-
consequential preoccupa-
tions that can be nurtured 

in a small, self-contained 
environment like high 
school.

What we don’t look 
forward to, however, is 
the years of hard work of 
getting into our dream 
schools and the college ad-
missions process.

The Common Applica-
tion is supposed to simpli-
fy the process, but instead, 
it results in students ap-

plying to more schools and 
colleges inventing more 
unique forms individual-
ized to their schools.

It is probably unavoid-
able that college applica-
tions are complicated, but 
right now, it is absolutely 
maddening just how hec-
tic and discombobulated 
the whole process is.

There are so many es-
says to write, fees to pay 

and deadlines to make, it 
is a miracle that anyone 
gets through it.

This might not happen 
to you if you are only ap-
plying to three or four 
schools, but for some-
one applying to a lot of 
schools--say, eight or 
more--the process very 
quickly becomes stressful 
and expensive.

Given the highly com-

petitive academic envi-
ronment at a school like 
Beachwood, there is a lot 
of pressure to apply to as 
many schools as we can, to 
have a “safe” school, sev-
eral “reach” schools and 
some in-between.

The truth is, there is re-
ally no need for this. By ap-
plying to so many schools, 
we are simply subjecting 
ourselves to unneeded 
stress and are wasting our 
time. You can only choose 
one school, after all.

If you have a 3.0 GPA, 
there is no sense in apply-
ing to Ohio State, where 
the average accepted GPA 
is 3.73, as your reach 
school. One, you probably 
are not going to get in, and 
two, you are wasting your 
time and money.

Even if you do get in, 
you probably will not be 
eligible for merit scholar-
ships, which might leave 
you with a mountain of 
debt after your four years 
of undergrad.

Consider this: There 
is a $12 fee to send ACT 
score reports to each ad-
ditional college. The ACT 
allows you to send your 
score for free to one col-
lege on the actual test day. 

Imagine that you took 
the test twice, earning a 
30 once with writing and 
a 32 without the writing 
portion, and you want col-
leges to see both scores. 
Assuming that you sent 
both of them to the same 
college the day of the test, 
many students, who want 
to keep their options open 
and apply to as many 
schools as possible, still 
have seven or more col-
leges to send scores to.

This equates to an 
amount of $168, just to 
send your ACT scores to 
your colleges. For many in 
Beachwood, this might not 

seem like a huge amount 
of money, but for many 
families all over Northeast 
Ohio and the country, this 
$168 could be a week of 
groceries.

This $168 simply might 
not be doable for every-

one, making students 
choose between schools to 
apply to, simply because of 
how expensive the process 
is. This is not something 
that should be happening 
in America today. 

This doesn’t even take 
into account the actual ap-
plication fees.

According to a 2014 sur-
vey of 1,073 schools, the 
average application fee 
was $41. 

Given this number, the 
average Beachwood stu-
dent  would spend $328 
on application fees alone, 
coupled with the amount 
spent on sending ACT 

scores, the amount spent 
applying to college would 
total $496. This could be 
the monthly lease on a 
Mercedes-Benz.

This amount of money 
is enough to stretch the 
budgets of most families, 

“The Common Application is sup-
posed to simplify the process, but 
instead, it results in students ap-

plying to more schools and colleges 
inventing more unique forms indi-

vidualized to their schools.”
“Here’s the truth: We can still live 

an enjoyable, fulfilling and great life, 
where all our wishes come true, no 

matter what colleges we get into. So 
sit back, relax...”

without even considering 
the stress it puts on the 
students.

Many colleges want 
unique essays written 
for their one-of-a-kind 
prompts.  They require 
form after online form, 
each nearly identical to 
the last, seeming to ask 
the same information 
over and over again. We 
are left with the sense that 
this tiny, three or four 
month window--during 
which we can apply early 
decision--is an ultimately 
life-changing time period 
that will determine our 
long-term future.

Here’s the truth: This re-
ally isn’t true at all. We can 
still live an enjoyable, ful-
filling and great life, where 
all our wishes come true, 
no matter what colleges 
we get into.

So sit back, relax and re-
alize that you don’t need 
to stress out too much 
over what school you get 
into. Chances are, it’s not 
going to be as important 
as you think it will be.
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Hard Work Pays Off For Cross Country Star Leah Roter
By Athena Grasso
Staff Writer

Junior Leah Roter is one of 
the fastest girls in the state. 
But you’d never guess it until 
you see her run. She is soft 
spoken, short-statured and 
humble.

“I work hard, and running 
just suits me for who I am,” 
Roter said.  “I’m able to push 
the limits, and I think that’s 
what matters.”

Last year, Roter placed an 
impressive 7th place at the 
state meet in Columbus, and 
she is currently the fastest 
cross country girl in Ohio af-
ter an amazing time of 17:36 
in the 5k at this year’s Ken-
ston meet.

However, she does not get 
caught up in the attention 
she has garnered.

“I think [the attention’s] 
pretty good, but at the same 
time there’s going to be other 
girls that want to run faster 
than me, so I just have to 
stay focused and motivated 
to push myself even harder,” 
Roter said.

But before these huge 
achievements, Roter was just 
an eighth grader who wanted 
to run. She began running 
track when others told her 

that she would be very fast. 
Even this early, high school 
cross country coach Jamie 
Lader could see her poten-
tial.

“I saw [Roter] run when 
she was an eighth grader, and 
I could just tell by the way 
she was running, what her 
form looked like–not a lot of 
training–that she could po-
tentially be a very good cross 
country runner,” Lader said.

Roter did not run cross 
country in eighth grade, but 
began the next year.

During the summer be-
fore ninth grade, Roter ran 
at a camp, but it was “noth-
ing serious.”  Lader seemed 
to think differently about 
Roter’s freshman year. He 
realized she was a star in the 
Kenston race of her fresh-
man year when she ran a 5k 
in an impressive time. Roter 
is also four or five inches 
shorter than most girls, 
which most would assume 
would be a disadvantage, 
but Roter remains on top, 
regardless.

Starting in tenth grade, 
Roter ran every other day 
of the summer.  This past 
summer, she focused on in-
creasing her mileage and en-
durance to be ready for this 
season.

During the cross country 
season, Roter practices with 
the team, sometimes focus-
ing on distance, other times 
on speed.  For speed, Coach 
Lader commented that Roter 
needs to improve on her fin-
ish.

“Leah needs to finish 
stronger–she tends to hold 
her pace, but her last 500 
meters need more of a kick,” 
Lader said.

Still, Lader emphasized 
Roter’s “tremendous amount 
of ability” and great improve-
ment through the years.

So far, this season has 
gone very well for Roter, as 
she has won every meet she 
has run.  She also has not had 
any major injuries during her 
years running cross country.  
Even though she may seem 
invincible, Roter works hard 
to focus for each meet.

“I get nervous…seeing 
my competition, but that 
doesn’t stop me from trying 
to run my best,” Roter said.

Roter may get nervous, 
but her competition may be 
more nervous to see her.

“If you ask me if she intim-
idates other runners, espe-
cially the girls who run with 
her in the meets, heck yeah!” 
Boys’ cross country captain 
Jack Spero wrote in an email.

Leah Roter prepares for a workout. Photo by Gabriela Colovan Costa.

People may think that af-
ter running a 5k, one would 
be completely exhausted–
Roter is just the opposite.

“I feel [satisfaction after 
finishing a race]…I feel like 
I could do anything,” Roter 
said.  She also still has energy 
after finishing races, giving 
her the comfort that she can 
run even faster.  Even when 
she gets tired, she is moti-
vated by her coaches, team-
mates and spectators.

In addition to cross coun-
try, Roter is also well-known 
for her achievements in 
track. She runs the mile and 
the two-mile races, but she 
wants to improve her speed 
for both. She placed fourth 
last year at states for the 
two-mile.

“[Cross country and track] 
are both different in their 
own ways, but personally, 
I think I like cross country 
better because of the differ-
ent terrain we get to run on,” 
Roter said.

As girls’ cross country cap-
tain, Roter has the respon-
sibility to keep morale up in 
the team and lead her team-
mates.

“I think Leah’s the kid 
who more or less leads by ex-
ample, she’s a great example 
of ‘hard work pays off,’ and 

I think that’s starting to be 
very well known,” Lader said.

Lader also mentioned how 
Roter’s strong work ethic 
motivates her teammates to 
work harder.  She also cares 
deeply for her teammates 
and is always rooting for 
them, making her a “great 
all-around athlete.”

“[Roter] takes running 
very seriously and always 
strives to always ‘get the ex-
tra mile’ in…Watching what 
she can accomplish, I myself 
have pushed myself to run 
longer too,” Spero wrote.

“[Roter] only goes 100%, 
there is no “easy” for Leah,” 
teammate Gregory Glova 
said.

Lader highlighted how 
proud he was that Roter al-
ways “tries so hard to do 
well,” and never makes ex-
cuses to miss practice or 
meets. She is always pre-
pared and ready to run, and 
her conscientiousness is also 
very high.

“She’s the best girl [on 
cross country] we’ve ever 
had by far,” Lader said.

There is no doubt about 
that, but Leah would not 
have gotten this far without 
hard work and perseverance.

“I’ve had to make many 
sacrifices for running, but I 
look back and see all that I’ve 
accomplished, I realize it was 
all worth it,” Roter said.

Shai Yulish Breaks Long-Standing Record For Career Goals
By Max Alter
Sports Editor

On Sept. 28, senior Shai 
Yulish made Beachwood ath-
letics history.

At the 28-minute mark 
of the home soccer game 
against Kirtland, Yulish 
scored his second goal of the 
game, pushing his career to-
tal to 78 goals and officially 
breaking the Bison soccer re-
cord for most goals scored in 
a high school career, a record 
held for 39 years by 1977 
graduate Ricky Rosen.

Yulish reflected on the mo-
ment.

“It was an amazing feeling, 

almost unreal,” he said.
Yulish scored the goal off 

of an assist from fellow se-
nior captain Asaf Roth, who 
passed the ball through the 
defense and set up an oppor-
tunity for the shot on goal.

“I wouldn’t have broken 
any of the records without 
the help of my teammates 
over the past three years,” 
Yulish said.

This record had been the 
longest standing record in 
Beachwood soccer history, 
and one of the longest in 
Beachwood athletics. None 
of the current records in 
track and field or swimming 
date back to 1977.

After scoring the record-

setting goal, Yulish pulled 
out a Sharpie pen and signed 
the ball. He gave it to his 
mother in the stands. The 
goal also happened to be the 
game-clinching goal, as the 
Bison eventually beat the 
Hornet soccer team 2-1.

Yulish’s teammates feel 
that his record-setting sea-
son should give them needed 
momentum as they advance 
to the playoffs.

“It’s an amazing feeling. It 
gave us a ton of momentum, 
and I am super-confident 
about the rest of the season,” 
Roth said. “I believe we can 
go far into the postseason 
this year.”

Yulish now has 86 career 
Senior Shai Yulish dives for the ball in Beachwood’s season 
opener against Independence High School. Photo by Livia Eppell

goals, and has scored a goal 
in every game he has played 
in this year. His total is in-
creasing with each game, 
and as he continues to score, 
the record becomes progres-
sively harder for future Bison 
players to break.

Only time will tell how 
Yulish’s record stands up, but 
if history repeats itself, Yul-
ish should be a record-holder 
for quite some time.

The Bison play at Hawken 
on Oct. 13 and finish the reg-
ular season at home against 
Twinsburg on Oct. 15.

Keep up with The Beach-
comber’s Sports Twitter to 
see how the Bison progress 
in the postseason.

Seniors Haynesworth and Scharf Hang Up Their Golf Clubs 
By Philip Schnee
Staff Writer

When they walked off the 
18th green for their final 
time as Bison golfers, seniors 
Cameron Haynesworth and 
Kyle Scharf realized they 
had a lot to reflect on from 
four years on the high school 
team, including three years 
leading the varsity team.

After spending their fresh-
man year on the JV team, 
both Haynesworth and 
Scharf worked hard in the 
off-season to improve their 
skills.

“My best moment was 
probably my first varsity 
match as a sophomore,” 
Haynesworth said. “Varsity 
golf is a much better experi-
ence than JV, and I’ve really 
enjoyed it.

“From my three years on 
varsity, I feel like I’ve become 
much more of a leader on 
this team, as well as growing 
a stronger relationship with 
the coach and other players,” 
he added.

Through extensive time 
as leaders of this team, both 
also described the great re-

lationships they had with 
teammates, whom they be-
came very close with over the 
years, and head varsity coach 
Will Cumpstone, whom they 
credit with helping them 
grow as golfers.

While neither player 
reached their career postsea-
son tournament goals, and 
the team’s record was not 
as strong as they may have 
hoped, both have a lot of 
positives to take from their 
many hours spent on golf 
courses after school.

“An individual goal I had 
was to get Second Team in 
the CVC,” Scharf explained. 
“I started off the season 
on track, had a rough time 
during the school year, and 
worked hard to play my best 
in postseason to be able to 
achieve my goal. I am also 
proud of shooting an 82 in 
the CVC Preseason tourna-
ment.”

Scharf shared some of his 
favorite memories.

“I really enjoyed the fun 
van rides on the way to 
matches,” he said. “Every-
one was laughing and it was 
a great time … I also really 
enjoyed getting to play golf 

almost every single day since 
it is such a fun and relaxing 
sport.”

“In addition, I liked meet-
ing people from other 
schools; some of them were 
really funny, and I’m glad I 
got the chance to play with 
them and get to know them,” 
he added.

These two student-ath-
letes also came away from 
their golf careers with impor-
tant life lessons.

“I’m really grateful for my 
time on the team, playing 
basically every day with my 
friends was really awesome,” 
Haynesworth said. “Golf has 
given me something to enjoy 
during the return to school 
every year.”

“I feel like it’s improved 
my mindset in school,” he 
added. “In addition to that, 
I’ve definitely learned how 
much other golfers cheat. A 
lot of golfers are not as hon-
est as one would expect, and 
cheating occurs pretty often. 
I think this has helped me be 
more honest.”

Scharf shared a similar 
sentiment.

“I learned that you need to 
stay positive even in rough “An individual goal I had was to get Second Team in the CVC,” 

Scharf explained.” Photo courtesy of Kyle Scharf.

times to succeed,” he said. 
“If something bad happens, 
don’t let that stick with you. 
Move on to the next thing 
and be positive about it.”

“Golf is a very mental 
sport, so if you aren’t posi-
tive, it’s almost impossible to 
play well,” he added. “It has 
taught me to be positive not 
only in golf but in life. I will 
remember the great memo-
ries we made on the team, 
such as when we dumped 
ice water on Drew Schnee 
because he lost a bet. I will 
also remember the friends I 
made on the other teams as 
well that made playing golf 
so much fun.”

In addition, the BHS Golf 
program has greatly im-
proved in various ways, in-
cluding better communica-
tion and scheduling, a rise 
in work ethic, and a more 
organized structure during 
the past few years because of 
their leadership, and future 
varsity players now have a 
precedent to look to because 
of the hard work of both 
Haynesworth and Scharf.
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Flip the Switch: Celebration Offers Something for Everyone
By Melanie Bernstein
Staff Writer

The football game was not 
the only attraction planned 
for Flip the Switch weekend. 
The athletic department or-
ganized a variety of events 
to bring in as many students, 
families and alumni as possi-
ble to see the ground-break-
ing moment.

“The fact that they had so 
many kid-friendly events 
and prizes made it so that 
my whole family wanted to 
come,” senior Neil Kelly said.  
“My parents loved to see so 
many families coming to-
gether to enjoy it.”

The events started at 5:30 
pm on Friday and included 
the opening of the new con-
cession stand and spirit 

store, a meeting of alumni to 
help introduce the new field, 
games, prizes, a special guest 
announcer, face painting, as 
well as the game itself and a 
film showing afterwards.

“It was great to see my 
little sister at the game with 
all of her friends enjoying 
things we don’t normally 
have at the games,”  senior 
Anabelle Cheistwer said. “It 
added a lot of hype for the 
team to be able to see so 
many people there to sup-
port them.”

The new spirit shop sold 
a new line of spirit wear and 
attracted many fans.

“I got so many new t-shirts 
and got my face painted. It 
was a really fun night,” se-
nior Cameron Umpleby said.

The game began with the 
showing of a hype video 

produced by senior Hannah 
Karl. This got everyone inter-
ested and all eyes on the field. 
After the game, there was a 
showing of Here Comes the 
Boom, a film in which Kevin 
James plays a teacher who 
takes up mixed martial arts 
to raise money for his school.

“It really brought together 
all of the families and alumni 
to have so many events and 
to end it with a movie,” fresh-
man Connor Umpleby said. 
“It was something that we 
have never done before, so it 
was cool to switch things up 
and enjoy something new.”

Another event included in 
the night was a great show 
by the Beachwood band and 
drill team as well as a show 
by the Perry band and dance 
team.

“It was nice to change 

Beachwood Drill Team cheers on the football team. Photo by Gabriela Costa

things up and enjoy some-
thing new, junior Erica Gross 
said. “It made the alumni 
more interested to come. The 
band and drill team looked 
awesome under the lights.”

Additionally, the pre-game 
show was announced on the 
new sound system by Cavs 
announcer Ahmaad Crump.

“I love the Cavs, so it was 
awesome to be able to see 

Ahmaad at our own game,” 
junior Arin Mintz said. “I 
loved being able to hear him 
announce our own team. It 
made it seem like a profes-
sional game.”

Flip the Switch: Football Players Proud to be First on Turf
By Aden Stern
Staff Writer

This past Friday, Sept. 
16, the Bison football team 
“Flipped the Switch,” lighting 
up the Bison football field 
for the first ever Beachwood 
football game with Friday 
night lights.

The Bison were given the 
tough task of beating the 
Perry Pirates, a team unde-
feated so far this season.

But the players were ec-
static to get on the field.

“It feels so good, but I am 
very anxious,” Senior wide 
receiver LeKendrick Robin-
son said before the game. 
“I’m ready to get out on that 
field and be the first team 
to play on it…We have been 
preparing for this since last 
season.”

“The whole team is really 
hyped up,” senior Josh Bi-

alosky said, also before the 
game. “I am really excited 
and just want to get out 
there as soon as I can. I’ve 
been waiting for a long time, 
especially due to our poor 
field conditions. I can’t wait 
to step on the field and open 
the beautiful new stadium.” 
Bialosky plays a variety of 
positions.

Kendrick Robinson
Unfortunately, the Bison 

ended up dropping the con-
test 56-23. Nonetheless, the 
night was an exciting experi-
ence for the players and the 
community.

“I’ve never experienced 
anything like it,” senior cap-
tain Ryan Marmaros said. “…
The environment, the pag-
eantry… I’ll always remem-
ber it.”

“It felt really good to ex-
perience the first ever game 
under the lights on the new 
turf,” Bialosky said. “It was 

very unfortunate the way the 
game turned out, but I am 
very thankful to be a part of 
the team that took the first 
snap.”

“Looking back on flip the 

switch, even though the 
game didn’t go our way, I 
could tell it brought the com-
munity together,” junior 
captain and quarterback 
Ben Connor said. “There 

was the largest student sec-
tion I’ve seen at any Beach-
wood sporting event. Every 
seat was filled with parents, 
alumni, students and fans. 
It feels awesome to be the 

reason all those people came 
out.”

“It was nice being able to 
be the first team to be on the 
field and open it up,” Robin-
son said. “It was great being 
the first person to get yards 
on the field, and overall it 
was a great experience.”

The Bison are looking for-
ward to the rest of the season 
as they are 1-3 with 6 games 
remaining.

“I’m looking forward to 
the team progressing and 
taking a step forward each 
and every week. There is no 
reason we can’t win the rest 
of our games,” Bialosky said.

“As for the rest of the sea-
son, we just have to keep 
working as hard as we can, 
improving every day,” Con-
nor said.

Beachwood football players line up in anticipation of their first game on home turf. 
Photo by Gabriela Colovan Costa.

World Series Run Prompts Renewed Criticisms of Chief Wahoo

For the past twenty 
years, social studies teach-
er Greg Deegan has gone 
to Progressive Field to pro-
test the home opener of 
each baseball season. 

Like many activists and 
commentators, Deegan 
objects to the Chief Wahoo 
mascot, which he views as 
a caricature offensive to 
Native Americans. 

Deegan, who has a Mas-
ter’s degree in federal In-
dian policy studies, has 
sometimes found protest-
ing to be a lonely endeavor.

“There have been times 
when I have been the only 
one protesting, and that 
gets frustrating,” he said. 
“I am convinced this is the 
right position, especially 
for me, but there are some-
times when my activism 
seems hopeless.”

Deegan relates all of this 
to a matter of how much 
people care.

“I don’t think many peo-
ple care,” he said. “People 
are either apathetic to it 
or even hostile to changing 
it,” he said. “If we truly val-
ued trying to be respectful, 
changing a logo should be 
one of the easiest ways to 
show that.”

Chief Wahoo is thought 
to be inspired in part by 
the Native American Cleve-

By Ben Connor
Staff Writer

land Spider player Louis 
Sockalexis. He was the first 
Native American to step 
on the baseball diamond in 
Major League Baseball.

Some argue that Chief 
Wahoo honors Sockalexis’ 
Native American heritage. 
But an increasing number 
of critics argue that the 
logo is offensive.

Plain Dealer Columnist 
Mark Naymik is one who 
has repeatedly argued that 
the Indians should drop 
Chief Wahoo, and that the 
emphasis on the block “C” 
is a “hollow gesture.” 

Now, as the Indians 
move into their first world 
series since 1997, Chief 
Wahoo is getting a lot 
more attention. 

On Monday, Oct 17, 
Canadian human rights 
activist Douglas Cardinal 
asked the Ontario Su-
preme Court to ban the use 
of Chief Wahoo as well as 
the team name, “Indians” 
while the team played in 
Canada. He also requested 
that Major League Baseball 
and Rogers Communica-
tions (the company that 
broadcasts the American 
League Conference Series) 
to broadcast the games 
without Wahoo or the 
name Indians.

Ontario Supreme Court 
Justice Tom McEwen dis-
missed the case.

“I give [Douglas Cardi-
nal] credit for giving it a 

shot,” Deegan said. “I don’t 
really think it’s going to do 
anything.”

“He does highlight the 
issue,” Deegan added.

According to Deegan, 
the franchise is unlikely to 
drop Chief Wahoo because 
the team merchandise 
brings too much money 
into the organization. The 
team has used the Wahoo 
logo since the 1940’s, and 
it is featured on the major-
ity of Indians merchandise. 

“The incentive financial-
ly is to keep it the way it is. 
Messing with chief Wahoo 
only threatens to reduce 
the amount of money they 
can make,” Deegan said. 
“The company’s job, in this 
case the Cleveland Indians, 
is to make money; they’re 
not going to change it.”

“The Cleveland Indians 
are a private corporation,” 
he added. “The only thing 
to stop Chief Wahoo is go-
ing to have to be some sort 
of legal action.” 

English teacher and head 
baseball coach Todd Butler 
is also a long time fan of 
the Cleveland Indians. 

“I love the Cleveland 
Indians, but I never wear 
Chief Wahoo.” Butler said. 
“It’s a caricature of a race of 
people, and I understand 
why it’s offensive.”

Although Deegan ex-
pressed these strong feel-
ings toward Chief Wahoo, 
when asked if he would 

watch the next postseason 
game Indians game, he an-
swered with a laugh. 

“Oh yeah, I’ll watch the 
game.” 

Deegan’s support for the 
Indians comes from his 
love for the city.

“I have been a diehard 
Cleveland sports fan for 
decades now, but my root-
ing for them is more now 
about rooting for the city 
of Cleveland to feel pride 
and success,” he said.

As for what’s going on 
with Cardinal and his re-
cent attempts against 
Chief Wahoo, Butler thinks 
that the problem must be 
dealt with by Major League 
Baseball. 

“I have mixed feelings on 
how Cardinal wants to ban 
it,” he said. “But I think 
that it’s a problem meant 
for the MLB and the Indi-
ans organization.”

Butler doesn’t feel 
changing or removing Wa-
hoo will affect they way 
fans support the team. 

“I feel without Wahoo, 
people will still like the In-
dians,” he said. 

The one thing Butler 
likes about what Cardi-
nal is doing is that it has 
brought attention to the 
subject on a global scale. 

“It’s good that this is be-
ing brought up; it makes 
people aware of the dis-
crimination the logo por-
trays,” he said.

Junior Darien Hersh 
feels that Chief Wahoo 
does more to honor than 
insult.

“I think the Chief Wa-
hoo symbol is based off of 
a past Cleveland Indians 
player,” Hersh said. “It’s 
honoring that player rath-
er than being racist.”

At publication, the In-
dians are ahead 2-0 in the 
third inning of game one 

at Progressive Field. Both 
teams look to end more 
than 150 years of com-
bined title drought, so 
maybe by the end of the 
series, Chief Wahoo may 
come to represent a city’s 
championship.

Chief Wahoo logo donned by many Beachwood Indian fans. 
Photo by Ben Connor
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The Beachcomber pulled aside seniors Julia Warner and Andie Cohen as well as social studies teacher Pam Ogilvy to learn more 
about their thoughts on the holiday. 
Reporting by Maya Neyman

What We Love About Halloween

Julia Warner
What is your favorite thing about Halloween?
I really like eating the candy and dressing up in cos-
tumes! I love costumes.

Favorite Halloween costume/best Halloween 
costume you’ve seen?
Honestly, anyone who does a Halloween costume 
with their puppy is the real MVP.

What is your average Halloween night/what 
does it consist of?
Unfortunately, I don’t go out trick or treating 
anymore because I am too old. Instead, I dress 
up, hang at home with friends and give kids 
candy.

Haunted house or scary movie? Favorite scary 
movie?
Scary movie for sure.

Pam Ogilvy
Favorite Halloween costume/best Halloween cos-
tume you’ve seen?

I went to Ohio University #ThrowbackThursday, and 
every year the College of Engineering kids would put 
together an amazing group costume. When I was there 
they made the Giant Marshmallow man from Ghost-
busters and they all had to move together; it was awe-
some. 

If you were decorating a pumpkin, what would you 
decorate it as?
An econ graph, obviously!

Andie Cohen
Favorite Halloween costume/best Halloween cos-
tume you’ve seen?
It was a costume I made myself. I was a washing 
machine, a friend was a dryer, and another friend 
was a laundry basket.

What is your average Halloween night/what does 
it consist of?
I like sitting at home with friends and eating candy 
out of a bowl.

What’s your favorite Halloween memory?
My grandfather is a dentist so he made
me fake vampire teeth and I wore those.
People thought they were cool. 


