
American Literature 
Summer reading assignment: The Autobiography of Malcolm X as told to Alex Haley 
Do not make the mistake of substituting the Spike Lee film for the book!  They are 
quite different. 
40 points 
 
Your summer reading assignment is to read The Autobiography of Malcolm X as told to 
Alex Haley.  Be prepared for an exam on the book on the first day of school.  One of the 
assignments below is optional—its intent is to help you be a close reader which can aid 
your readiness for the beginning of the year exam and an in-class essay that you will 
write early in the year. For your mandatory work, it must be typed using the default 
settings of either Microsoft Word or the Google Docs application; handwritten homework 
will not be accepted.  Bring TWO copies of the mandatory assignments on our first day 
of class.   
 

1. This prompt is optional—Honestly!!!  As noted above, it is meant to help you 
be an attentive reader.  Also, this work can serve as meaningful preparation for 
your in-class essay that will happen early in the semester. Hint for this prompt: 
Do this work as you read—it will make the task much easier.   
 
Consider the following names used by Malcolm X during the course of his life: 
Malcolm Little, Detroit Red, Satan, Malcolm X, and El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz.  
In your own words, briefly describe in two to three complete sentences his 
defining character traits or his ideas that you think best define him for each of 
these phases.  For each character trait or defining idea, provide at least one quote, 
with page numbers, to support your description.  Each name though should have a 
total of three quotes for support, so one trait or defining idea from a name might 
have two quotes while another trait will have only one. 

 
2. Required: Write a full body paragraph (11-Sentence/11-Part Paragraph form) 

that explains which of his character trait(s) you think had the most consistent 
presence and impact on his behavior throughout his life and helped to make him 
the leader that he was?  You must have a topic sentence and four to five blended 
citations (with page numbers) to support your argument.  Be sure to develop the 
significance of your evidence as it relates to your topic sentence; as a general rule, 
strive to write two to three sentences of significance per citation.  Also, use 
evidence from a broad portion of the book; multiple quotes from a single section 
of the book cannot really do justice for this prompt.  Note: your body paragraph 
does not have to be exactly 11 sentences, but you do need to use the 11-sentence 
model that you studied in 10th grade. 
 
 

3. Required: Write a full body paragraph (11-Sentence/11-Part Paragraph form) 
that explains which experience(s)/influence(s) you think were central in his 
development as a leader.  In other words, which experience(s) or influence(s) do 
you think had the most lasting impact as to how he framed himself and how he 



approached his role as a leader?  You must have a topic sentence and four to five 
blended citations (with page numbers) to support your argument.  Be sure to 
develop the significance of your evidence as it relates to your topic sentence; as a 
general rule, strive to write two to three sentences of significance per citation.  
Also, use evidence from a broad portion of the book; multiple quotes from a 
single section of the book cannot really do justice for this prompt.  Note: your 
body paragraph does not have to be exactly 11 sentences, but you do need to use 
the 11-sentence model that you studied in 10th grade. 

 
 
YOU MUST BRING THE BOOK WITH YOU TO CLASS.   
  
 
 


