
Honors 2/Mr. Butler 
Summer Reading 
 
The Power and the Glory – Graham Greene 
Things Fall Apart – Chinua Achebe 
 
Before you read your summer novels, please investigate some of the main ideas of Roman 
Catholicism as addressed in the prompts below.  Given the heavy presence of Christian, and 
more specifically, Catholic themes in your summer reading, an understanding of the following 
will be a great help.  Please type your answers; a paragraph per answer will be sufficient. 
 
I want to stress that if you do the reading before you address these prompts, the effect of 
this assignment will be greatly lessened. 
 
 
1.  What are the three vows of the Catholic clergy, and what are the purposes behind each of 
these vows? 

 
 
2.  What is Communion, and what is its purpose?  Also, explain the difference(s) between 
Catholic communion and Protestant communion. 
 
 
3.  What is the doctrine of Papal infallibility, and how does this doctrine affect the authority of a 
priest within his given parish or community? 
 
  
 
4.  Explain the process and meaning behind confession.  Also, why is a priest necessary for 
confession? 
  
 
 
5.  According to Catholics, what is original sin, and how does baptism address it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Once you have researched the aforementioned, and of course read the selections, you will write a 
reading response of one page that addresses one of the following prompts (1.5 spaced).  
 
PROMPT:   

1. In The Power and the Glory, faith has a communicable duality to it.  With this said, 
analyze the motivation of Whiskey Priest.  Are you critical of him, or do you understand 
the complexity of the situation in which he finds himself? 

2. In Things Fall Apart, faith has a communicable duality to it.  With this said, analyze the 
motivation of Okonkwo.  Are you critical of him, or do you understand the complexity of 
the situation in which he finds himself? 

 
* These questions can certainly be addressed in a variety of ways.  Be sure to concede to the 
complexity of each character’s situation as you respond. 
 
 
The structure of this response should be one lengthy paragraph. 
 
Honors II 
Reading Response Guidelines 
 
What is a reading response? 
 A reading response, simply put, is thoughtful reaction to what you have read.  The ability 
to react critically and analytically is a major goal of this course.  Throughout the course of the 
year, you will develop and hone your ability to react to literature through formal and informal 
reading responses. 
 
What a reading response is not: 
 A reading response is not a summary of the reading.  It does not tell what happened in a 
reading—it examines the meaning of what happened. 
 
The grading rubric for the summer reading responses: 
  

A      Your response shows a high level of work and attention to the prompt.     
  Your insights are fully drawn, developed, and supported.  References are    
  made to other moments within the text, to class discussion, etc..  The    
  analyzed passage is put into a larger context. 

B  Your response offers insights and analysis into what was assigned.  You    
  offer a clear point of view on how the text should be read.  There is textual   
  support to give weight to your response.   

C Your response is more summary than anything else.  It is clear that you  have done the 
reading, but it is not clear that you have thought about the reading. 

 
D Your response shows a minimal effort.  This mark reflects an almost total lack of effort 

and thought.  There is some evidence that you have done the reading. 


