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Teachers’ Union Anticipates Supreme Court ‘Fair Share’ Decision 

The death of Antonin 
Scalia, longtime Associ-
ate Justice of the U.S. 
Supreme Court, has left 
several pending cases in 
limbo. One case in particu-
lar, Friedrichs v. California 
Teachers Association, is 
under the close watch of 
public sector unions across 
the country, including the 
Beachwood Federation of 
Teachers (BFT).

Should the court rule 
in favor of the petitioner, 
public sector employees 
would be permitted to reap 
the benefits of a union-
negotiated contract with-
out being required to pay 
union dues.

The law currently per-
mits “fair share” contracts, 
in which an employee is 
reimbursed for his or her 
portion of dues that are 
used for union “outreach,” 
BFT President and BHS 
English teacher Evan Lu-
zar said.

Outreach activities, Luzar 
explained, include schol-
arships and community 
events that are sponsored 
by the union.

“[Fair share employees 
are] reimbursed for the 
portion of dues used for 
outreach done by the AFT 
[American Federation of 
Teachers] and OFT [Ohio 
Federation of Teachers]. 
… They are not reimbursed 
for all of their dues. They 
must pay their ‘fair share’ 

of dues to the AFT, OFT, 
and BFT,” Luzar later wrote 
in an email.

According to Education 
Week, the AFT has primar-
ily contributed to Demo-
cratic candidates in recent 
years, endorsing former 
Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton in the 2016 presi-
dential race.

“[Those who opt for fair 
share] would still be paid 
according to the union 
contract and still have 

all the protections of the 
contract,” Luzar said. Cur-
rently, he noted, only one 
teacher in the district is 
under a fair share contract.

Luzar believes the BFT 
provides a service to its 
members.

“We give a meaningful 
voice to the teachers in the 
district,” he said.

“We have a very good 
and trusting relationship 
[with the BFT],” Superin-
tendent Bob Hardis said. 
“[Although,] that doesn’t 
mean we always agree on 
everything.”

Luzar expressed a simi-
lar sentiment.

“I think the administra-
tion sees us as honorable 
partners in creating a great 
experience for Beachwood 
students,” he said.

“A very transparent re-
lationship has grown over 
[the] years,” Hardis said, 
giving credit to both Lu-
zar and Dr. Richard Mark-
wardt, Hardis’ predecessor.

Luzar declined to dis-
close the BFT’s dues, but 

said they are determined, 
in part, by union operat-
ing costs. A percentage of 
the dues goes directly to 
the AFT and OFT. He said 
he feels it’s a reasonable 
rate, given the ways in 
which the union benefits 
its members.

He expressed strong op-
position to individuals tak-
ing advantage of a union 
contract without paying 
into the union, which 
would be the outcome if 
the Supreme Court rules 
against organized labor in 
the Friedrichs case.

“I think it’s ridiculous,” 
Luzar said. “Between prep-
aration and actual negotia-
tion, our negotiating team 
spent hundreds of hours 
on this [most recent] con-
tract.”

“It’s an incredible 
amount of time,” he added. 
“The idea that someone 
would benefit from [our 
hard work] for free is bi-
zarre to me and patently 

Should the Supreme Court rule against the unions, public sector 
employees would be permitted to reap the benefits of a union-
negotiated contract without being required to pay union dues. 
Photo by Bradford Douglas.

By Grant Gravagna
Editor-in-Chief

East Cleveland’s Shaw High School band blew the crowd away with an impressive, HBCU-style performance featuring spirited drums and dancing. Photo by Bradford Douglas.
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The Multicultural Achieve-
ment Committee (MAC) 
Scholars hosted this year’s 
Black History Month assem-
bly on the afternoon of Fri-
day, Feb. 19. 

This hour-long assembly 
focused on Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities 
(HBCUs). 

Senior Dassan Rhodes 
and junior Katelyn Howell 
organized this event with 
the help of their adviser 
Kevin Houchins.  

“We’re trying to get stu-
dents here more aware of 
opportunities that many 
people didn’t know about,” 
Rhodes said. 

The assembly began with 
an impressive performance 
from Shaw High School’s 
band. The East Cleveland 

band blew the crowd away 
with an impressive, HBCU-
style performance featur-
ing spirited drums and 
dancing. 

“They started to play, 
and you could hear the ex-
citement around the gym,” 
junior Swathi Srinivasan 
said. “They were really tal-
ented and coordinated, 
so to see the band play so 
cohesively was pretty awe-
some.”

Next, Channel 5 me-
teorologist Janessa Webb 
spoke about her experience 
attending an HBCU. Webb 
attended Winston Salem 
State in North Carolina. 
She spoke about the bene-
fits of attending an HBCU. 
She told the audience that 
HBCUs are for everyone, 
regardless of race. 

Next, the MAC scholars 
listed some well-known 
HBCUs and gave the au-

dience some background 
information on schools 
such as Cheyney Univer-
sity, Spelman College and 
Morehouse College. 

Howell feels it is impor-
tant for students to know 
that HBCUs exist for a 
number of reasons.

“HBCUs are not only 
affordable, but they of-
fer tons of scholarships 
and are focused on unity, 
[rather] than competition, 
which is what many might 
find at PWIs [predomi-
nantly white institutions],” 
she said. “What many stu-
dents tend to find when 
attending an HBCU is that 
not only do they find life 
long friends, but mentors 
as well.” 

To close the program, 
Kappa Alpha Psi brothers 
from Cleveland State Uni-
versity and Lake Erie Col-
lege asked the students for 

questions and performed a 
step dance. 

According to junior Nia 
Darby, a member of the 
MAC scholars, the group 
shied away from the tra-
ditional Black History 
Month focus on major his-
torical figures.

Darby feels that our 
school’s curriculum should 
do more to highlight the 
contributions of African 
Americans in history, in-
cluding those who are not 
usually celebrated. 

She also feels that the 
district should hire more 
black faculty. 

“I feel like they should 
hire more African Ameri-
can teachers,” she said, “...
especially since the rate of 
African American kids are 
growing at this school.” 

Census and other data 
supports this claim.

In a Dec. 2014 article, 

The Beachcomber reported 
that the African American 
population in Beachwood 
increased from 9% in 2000, 
to 14% in 2010.

According to the same 
article, as of the 2014-2015 
school year, Beachwood 
had an African-American 
enrollment of 20%.

“Living in this country, 
especially in education, 
you hear a lot about white 
history,” Howell said. 

Howell emphasized the 
importance of celebrating 
Black History Month.

“It’s really important for 
people to know their his-
tory, to learn about their 
culture and to know where 
they come from,” she said. 
“If you don’t know who you 
are and where you come 
from, I believe that you 
can’t really know where 
you’re going.” 

PG 10 Boys 
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We Buy and Sell Gorgeous 
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FOR WOMEN
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5690 Mayfield Rd • Lyndhurst Ohio 44124
440.646.8750 revolvefashionresale.com

M-SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUNDAY 1-6PM
No appt. necessary
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In early February. BHS 
junior Swathi Srinivasan 
traveled to the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technol-
ogy as a National Finalist 
for the MIT THINK Schol-

ars Program. 
Srinivasan was selected 

as one of five national fi-
nalists for her proposal, A 
Novel High Efficiency Sys-
tem for Infant Warming 
through Secondary Heat-
ing Mechanisms. 

“I wanted to create a way 

By Sydney Eisenberg
Staff Writer

Junior Swathi Srinivasan Invents Heating System for Infants
to maintain body heat for 
infants, especially infants 
born prematurely because 
hypothermia is such a big 
problem,” she said. “My 
goal was to create some-
thing that was not only 
cost efficient, but also en-
ergy efficient.” 

THINK stands for 
Technology for Human-
ity guided by Innovation, 
Networking, and Knowl-
edge. According to the MIT 
THINK website,  the pur-
pose of this MIT student-
led program is to “make 
science and technology 
research and development 
accessible to all motivated 
high school students.”

To apply, a full time high 
school student must write 
a 10 page proposal for a 
project they wish to accom-
plish, but do not have the 
tools or funding to com-
plete the project on their 
own. 

The THINK team of MIT 
undergraduate students 
then reviews the applica-
tions and selects up to six 

national finalists. These 
individuals receive an all-
expense paid trip to MIT, 
up to $1,000 of funding, 
mentorship, and network-
ing.

Srinivasan had the idea 
for this project before she 
heard about MIT THINK. 

“I knew I would need 
money to actually com-
plete the invention,” she 
said. “I decided to go online 
and look for opportunities 
to receive funding.” 

Once the finalists ar-
rived at MIT, they gave 
presentations explaining 
their goals, plan, mate-
rials, and budget; these 
presentations determined 
whether or not they would 
receive funding. Srinivasan 
received the full $1,000 
to pursue the project, and 
she is using that money to 
make her idea a reality. 

“I just finished the pat-
ent on the project,” she 
said. “I have a timeline and 
I need to finish the project 
by May.”

Physics teacher Michael 

Lerner admired Sriniva-
san’s independence on the 
project, and was not at all 
surprised by her achieve-
ment.

“She hardly asked for 
help,” he wrote in an email. 
“I think I might have given 
her two good pieces of ad-
vice, but they were minor. 
The whole idea, from start 
to finish, is Swathi’s.” 

This project is some-
thing Srinivasan does in 
her free time in addition 
to competing in the sci-
ence fair. Her main passion 
is Alzheimer’s research, 
which is what her science 
fair projects are centered 
around. Last year, she got 
first place in the chemis-
try category and ended up 
winning the grand prize 
at the Northeast Ohio Sci-
ence and Engineering Fair 
(NEOSEF). Srinivasan was 
also a finalist for the Intel 
International Science and 
Engineering Fair. 

Even though Sriniva-
san’s MIT THINK project 
came out of her interest in 

electrical engineering, she 
was also able to incorpo-
rate her main passion into 
the trip. 

“I got to meet the head 
of Alzheimer’s research at 
MIT,” she said.

Regardless of what field 
of science Srinivasan is in-
volved in, Lerner believes 
that her tenacity and intel-
ligence will get her far. 

“She’s willing to try 
something new without 
knowing if it will succeed 
or not,” Lerner wrote. 
“Swathi has the tempera-
ment of a scientist.”

At the end of the day, 
Srinivasan’s favorite part 
of her trip to MIT was see-
ing where so many innova-
tive things are happening.

“I got to go to the aero-
astro building where they 
have self-driving cars, to 
the nuclear reactor, and to 
a glass lab where they were 
making glass,” she said. 
“You get to stand in one 
place and realize that this 
is where it all happens.”

Union Dues continued from pg. 1

Photo courtesy of Swathi Srinivasan

Survey Reveals Student Social Media Habits

It’s no secret that to-
day’s teens live their lives 
online.

According to a 2015 Pew 
Research Center study by 
Amanda Lenhart, 92% of 
teens reported that they go 
online daily, and 24% said 
they are online “almost 
constantly.”

The Beachcomber con-
ducted a survey of 113 
BHS students, inquiring 
about their social media 
habits. The survey was giv-
en in English classes across 
grades 9-12. Questions 
focused on students’ fre-
quency of use, reason for 
use, feelings about use and 
platform preference.

Our survey suggests 
that BHS students exceed 
the national averages for 
teens in social media use. 
Fifty percent of respon-
dents said they are online 
“constantly”.

According to the survey, 
Snapchat is the social me-
dia app most commonly 
used by BHS students, 
with 95 students indicat-
ing regular use. Instagram 
came in second with 86 

indicating regular use, 72 
regularly using Twitter and 
57 regularly using Face-
book.

Freshmen Kai Samuels-
Jackson said the primary 
reason she goes on these 
sites is to stay connected.

“People who are far away 
can be reached in seconds,” 
she said. “Before, you 
would have to send let-
ters that were hard to keep 
up with, but now you can 
check on how friends from 
out of town are doing and 
still connect with them 
without all the formalities 
of a letter.”

Freshman Haleigh 
McPhillips also logs on to 
connect with people.

“[With social media,] 
I can allow others to see 
what I am up to and what 
I’ve been doing when they 
aren’t around me all the 
time,” McPhillips said. 
“I’m able to talk and inter-
act with my friends that I 
don’t get to see on a daily 
basis.”

Although McPhillips 
said she thinks social me-
dia can be a great tool for 
connecting, she also point-

ed out the detriments of 
using such technology.

“Social media can either 
make or break someone’s 
life,” she said. “You could 
be on top of the world or 
at your worst. Cyberbully-
ing occurs a lot on social 
media, and now, with the 
technology we have, sui-
cide rates are up, due to 
cyberbullying.”

Cyberbullying can have 
chilling, real-life effects. In 
2014, there were multiple 
cases of teens allegedly 
committing suicide, due to 
malicious messages on so-
cial media site Ask.fm.

According to the Pew 
study, 71% of teens use 
more than one form of so-
cial media. Freshmen Zoe 
Flate said this reflects her 
experience.

“There are so many 
different ways to share 
things. Why shouldn’t we 
use more than one?”

Freshman Heather 
Johnson said she has a dif-
ferent approach.

“I only use one type of 
social media,” Johnson 
said. “Keeping up with so 
many accounts just takes 
up too much time.”

McPhillips said she be-
lieves that social media is 
essential for some people 
to get the validation they 
need, and that’s why they 
might get upset when a 
post doesn’t get attention.

“A lot of people go on 
social media because they 
want to share something 
that means a lot to them, 
and if the post doesn’t 
get enough likes, it seems 
like no one cares about 
them [or] their interests,” 
McPhillips said.

This claim is supported 
by The Beachcomber’s so-
cial media survey, in which 
26% and 29%, respectively, 
cited “validation for ac-
complishments” and “vali-
dation for appearance” as 
a major reason for using 
social media.

There also seems to be a 
gender difference in social 
media preferences.

Of the 56 females sur-
veyed, 77% said they would 
rather use social media and 
14% would rather play vid-
eo games, the remainder 
not stating a preference. Of 
the 54 boys, 28% said they 

would rather use social 
media, while 61% would 
rather play video games, 
the remainder, again, not 
stating a preference.

In addition, when asked 
to rank how they felt when 
their social media posts 
didn’t get attention, 27% 
of girls said 0 out of 10, 
while 46% of boys replied 
the same.

On a scale of 1-10, BHS 
students, on average, 
ranked social media’s im-
provement of communica-
tion as a 7. However, Flate 
said she does not agree that 
it helps in that respect.

“Social media can be 
good for getting in touch 
every once and awhile, but 
it stops people from want-
ing to talk face to face,” she 
said.

Of survey respondents, 
38 percent said they are 
rarely or never distracted 
by social media while doing 
their academic work; 62 
percent said they are often 
or constantly distracted by 
social media.

Johnson said she feels 
that these distractions 
negatively impact school-
work.

“Procrastination is a 
big problem I have, [and] 
many other students too,” 
she said. “Social media is 
just another distraction 
that [prevents] me from 
doing work and makes me 
procrastinate.”

Whether it’s seeking 
validation from other peo-
ple, sharing ideas, making 
jokes or complaining about 
daily life, teens have a lot 
of reasons to log on.

According to the survey, 
going online to share and 
to complain about stress 
are some of the biggest 
reasons for BHS students.

Samuels-Jackson made 
it clear that while social 
media can be a place for 
many things, there is one 
significant motivation for 
teens to log on.

“They just need a place to 
communicate in the fast-
paced society [we] live in,” 
she said. “Without social 
media, no one would be 
able to keep up with each 
other anymore.”

By Grace Warner
With additional reporting by Beachcomber Staff

By Nam Nguyen
With additional reporting by Beachcomber staff

District Teachers Have 
New Contract This Year

Image by Raquel Wu

We conducted a survey of 113 BHS students, inquiring about their 
social media habits. The survey was given in English classes across 

grades 9-12. Questions focused on students’ frequency of use, reason 
for use, feelings about use and platform preference.

This time every year, stu-
dents meet with their guid-
ance counselors to choose 
classes for next year.

Guidance counselor Ja-
son Downey, in his first 
year at BHS, explained the 
process.

“We are currently sched-
uling junior students for 
their senior year,” he said. 
“We meet with each stu-
dent and their parents to 
review their standings as 
far as transcript review, 
GPA, senior year course se-
lection and college and/or 
career preparation.”

Downey feels that this is 
an effective approach.

“Each meeting is individu-
alized and lasts around an 
hour,” he said. “This process 
takes a good amount of time; 
however, it allows the coun-
selors to have a personal 
touch in preparing our fu-
ture seniors for success, and 
it also involves their parents 
so as a team we are all on the 
same page.”

Downey also sees ad-
vantages in having the 
scheduling process begin 
relatively early, and he en-
courages students to come 
in with an open mind.

Of course, students are 
not always able to get their 

first choice of classes.
“Conflicts always arise 

during the schedule pro-
cess due to limited sec-
tions, course recommenda-
tions and student requests 
that do not match up 
with what is being offered 
during specific periods,” 
Downey explained. “Solu-
tions can range from try-
ing another course, waiting 
another year or semester 
to take that course, making 
a decision on which course 
or career path is more fit-
ting for the student.”

From Downey’s perspec-
tive, students should chal-
lenge themselves and try 
new things as they learn 
how to succeed in high 
school while preparing for 
college.

There are many reasons 
why students choose to take 
certain classes and not oth-
ers, including filling gradu-

ation requirements, meet-
ing expectations of future 
colleges, recommendations 
from parents or others and 
preconceived notions of 
what a teacher is like.

Junior Josh Bialosky 
gave an insight into his 
own scheduling process, 
especially when it came 
to the question of how he 
makes his decisions.

“I think about what will 
help me achieve what I want 
to become, as well as make 
me look appealing to the 
colleges I want to apply to,” 
he said. “I like the wide vari-
ety of options we have, but 
I think we shouldn’t have to 
take a subject if we do not 
want to pursue a career in-
volving it.”

Junior Matthew Aubourg 
shared a similar sentiment.

“When deciding what 
classes to take, I look at my 
interests and what credits I 

need to fulfill,” he said. “My 
advice to students who are 
new to this process is to 
stick to your guns and to 
make sure that you follow 
your interests.”

If students decide to 
make a change or if prob-
lems arise, modifications 
can be made as the next 
school year approaches.

Bialosky said his sched-
uling experiences have 
gone very well throughout 
high school, adding that 
he has been able to decide 
the classes he personally 
wants every year and is 
able to take them without 
any problems.

Aubourg agreed, citing 
the helpfulness of his guid-
ance counselor’s ability to 
accommodate his inter-
ests. However, he acknowl-
edges this may not be true 
for everyone.

“I believe BHS does a 
great job individualizing 
the process, and we in-
clude parents in all aspects, 
which is vital,” Downey 
said. “We want students 
and parents having those 
discussions early at home. 
Communication is the key, 
and starting to prepare 
students earlier saves a lot 
on the back end,” he added.

Counselors Meeting With Students to Plan Next Year’s Schedules
By Phil Schnee
Sports Editor “I believe BHS does a great job 

individualizing the process, and 
we include parents in all aspects, 

which is vital.”

-Guidance counselor Jason Downey

a. validation for accomplisments

b. validation for appearance

c. to share ideas

d. to seek advice

e. to make jokes

f. political discussion

g. vent/complain about stress

h. to make fun of people

i. communicate with family

j. check teacher’s tw posts

k. flirting

In August 2015, the 
Beachwood Board of Edu-
cation and the Beachwood 
Federation of Teachers 
agreed to a three-year 
teacher contract, including 
a 6.6 percent raise over the 
contract period.

Additionally, teachers 
are paying increasing per-
centages for their health 
care premiums.

The 6.6 percent raise is 
distributed as 2.0 percent 
the first year, followed by a 
2.3 percent increase in the 
second year and a 2.3 per-
cent increase in the third 
year.

“The contract is fair,” Su-
perintendent Bob Hardis 
said. “Beachwood teachers 
are among the highest-
paid teachers in the state. 
One reason they are paid 
well is because Beachwood 
has fairly stable revenues. 
The community has always 
been very supportive of 
education.”

Ohio Education Asso-
ciation’s most recent data 
confirms that during the 
2013-2014 school year, at 
$45,676, Beachwood City 
Schools was the district 
with the second highest 
starting salary in the state.

BFT President Evan Lu-
zar, who represents ap-
proximately 160 teachers 
in the district, agreed that 
the contract is fair. He 
identified the main issues 
of the contract as health 
care benefits, salary and 
the ability for teachers to 
have a “meaningful voice 
in the process of profes-
sional development.”

Teachers will pay 10 per-
cent of premiums in the 
first year, 12 percent in the 
second year and 15 percent 
in the third year.

Hardis said the increase 
in employee health care 
costs is in line with nation-
al trends.

“The district’s health 
care plan rates will inevi-
tably increase, because the 
cost of health care overall 
is increasing rapidly. Ev-
ery Beachwood employee 
will end up needing to pay 

more for his or her health 
care, as a result.”

The final change brought 
by the new contract con-
cerns teachers’ involve-
ment in their time and 
process of professional de-
velopment.

“We have more of a voice 
in professional develop-
ment,” Luzar said, citing 
the creation of a Curricu-
lum Council. “Teachers will 
have a say in the planning 
of the days when profes-
sional development is oc-
curring.”

Although Hardis had 
not yet become superin-
tendent for much of the 
seven-month period in 
which the contract was 
negotiated, he shepherded 
it through the ratification 
process.

Prior to negotiation, 
Luzar surveyed teachers 
about their concerns. “Be-
fore every negotiation, a 
survey goes out to the en-
tire membership to try to 
gauge what are the most 
pressing needs or con-
cerns,” he said. “That, com-
bined with feedback from 
… building representatives 
during executive board ses-
sions, helps to frame our 
focus for negotiations.”

“If there’s ever a prob-
lem, the first step is for a 
teacher to try to trouble-
shoot with the help of his 
or her building represen-
tative,” he said. “We try to 
solve all problems with the 
least amount of trouble.

“I believe that the ne-
gotiating process we went 
through was very difficult, 
but it was fair,” Hardis said. 
“Both sides made an at-
tempt to try to understand 
the other, and both tried to 
find a compromise.”

“At the very essence of 
negotiation, there’s two 
sets of needs and … narra-
tives,” Luzar said. “The goal 
is to find language that 
people can agree on that 
addresses their needs and 
narratives.”

unfair.”
If the court does not rule 

in favor of unions, Luzar 
said he does not anticipate 
a drop in BFT membership.

“Even if the unions lose 
the Supreme Court case, I 
don’t think we’ll lose mem-
bers,” he said. “At least, I 
hope not. I think that our 
teachers see the value that 
our union brings to their 
lives and their professional 
voice.”  

“To me, there is a con-
certed effort to destroy 
unions, [to see us] weak-
ened,” Luzar said.

Over the past five years, 
conservative politicians, 
including Ohio Gov. John 
Kasich and Wisconsin Gov. 
Scott Walker, have targeted 
public sector unions as a 
cause for the rising cost of 
government.

Prior to coming to the 
Beachwood City Schools in 
2006, Hardis was a teach-
er and union member in 
Maryland and New York.

In Beachwood, Hardis 
said, teachers are rarely re-

luctant to join the union.
“I would like to see the Su-

preme Court uphold fair share 
[as opposed to allowing em-
ployees to choose not to join 
the union],” Hardis added.

“I believe that fair share 
members still have the 
right of free speech. They 
have many means to ex-
press themselves,” he con-
tinued. 

While the lasting effects 
of Scalia’s passing remain 
to be seen, both The At-
lantic and The Los Angeles 
Times have predicted the 
Supreme Court will come 
to a 4-4 tie on the issue. 
Should this occur, the U.S. 
9th Circuit Court of Ap-
peals’ ruling in the teach-
ers union’s favor would 
stand.

However, Luzar said the 
fight for organized labor 
isn’t over.

“Without a union, the 
people who do the actual 
work would have no struc-
tural voice in their [profes-
sional lives],” he added. 

sional development.”

Junior to Senior Year To-Do List

GPA- Focus on maintaining/improving

RESEARCH- Use Naviance/other online sites 

to explore career and college choices

VISIT- campus visits, college fairs and onsite 

visits in the guidance office.

INVOLVE- Deepen commitment to activities 

in school and community

RIGOR- Schedule senior year courses that will  

challenge you, speak with your current teachers 

to get their input on what classes they recom-

mend you take your senior year.

TEST- Take the ACT/SAT (Subject Tests)

ATHLETES- Register @ www.eligibilitycenter.org

LIST- Develop a solid list (Reach-Target-Safety)

ESSAY- Begin to develop main college essay

BRAG- Complete the brag sheets on Naviance

RESUME-Update resume in Naviance

REQUEST- Ask teachers for recommendations

List Courtesy of Guidance Dept.
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Human Rights Students Make a Difference with CTP Projects

Students in the BHS Hu-
man Rights and Conflict 
class complete their se-
mester with Choosing to 
Participate (CTP) projects 
dedicated to bringing posi-
tive social change.

During the week of 
January 4th, students 
displayed their projects at 
tables outside the cafete-

ria. These displays included 
trifolds, videos and “pledge 
walls” where students 
signed pieces of paper and 
added their names to a wall 
to show support or take a 
stand against issues in our 
community.

The goal of the project is 
to become an “upstander,” 
one who stands up for the 
rights of others in order to 
bring about positive social 
change.

By Sydney Eisenberg
Staff Writer

Juniors Natali Polon-
sky and Griffin Davis and 
seniors Ellie Levine, Ben-
nett Woomer, Benji Roter, 
Isabel Millstein, Kendall 
Yulish and Max Babbush 

Sophomore Daniel 
Mishins and seniors Tess 
Kazdin, Hannah Borow, 
Jada Washington, Grant 
Gravagna and Mikey Rose 
decided to raise awareness 
about mental illness. They 
taught students to avoid 
commonly-used phrases 
that perpetuate the stigma 
around mental illness.

Senior Tess Kazdin be-
lieves that raising aware-
ness about mental illness 

will create a more positive 
environment within BHS 
for students who do have 
mental illness.

“The stigma around 
mental illness often comes 
from ignorance,” she said. 
“We just want students 
who do suffer from mental 
health disorders to know 
that they’re not alone.”

There is a list of phrases 
behind the table that stu-
dents can pledge not to say.

Seniors Jenessa Wo-
odrich and Kathleen Ful-
lerton started a “Hygiene 
Drive” for homeless youth. 
The two students worked 
with Bellefaire JCB to 
organize the drive. They 
collected items such as 

toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
deodorant, combs, brush-
es, tissues, feminine hy-
giene products, granola 
bars and water bottles that 
will be donated primarily 
to homeless teens in Cleve-
land.

According to social stud-
ies teacher Greg Deegan, 
who teaches the course, 
these projects are a great 
way to wrap up the semes-
ter elective.

“Students learn first 
hand that when they come 
together and take action, 
they can make a positive 
change,” he said

The class focuses on how 
the choices people make in 
their daily lives can shape 

history.
The CTP projects have 

been a part of Deegan’s 
class for twelve years, 
and they have a history of 
success making positive 
change in the Beachwood 
community and beyond. 
For example, the BHS Gay 
Straight Alliance Club 
(GSA) was started as a CTP 
project in 2009.

Additionally, BHS hu-
man rights students sup-

plied a local women’s shel-
ter, the Edna House, with 
food from 2006 through 
2010.

These projects have even 
helped people across the 
world.  From 2006 to 2008, 
a group of students raised 
$5,000 for refugees fleeing 
genocide in Darfur, Sudan.

Deegan is excited about 
the passion this semester’s 
students bring to their 
projects.

“This year’s ideas have 
been fantastic,” he said. 
“Original, powerful and 
successful.”

From collecting more 
than 50 winter coats for 
people in need, to pub-
lishing a children’s book 
about tolerance, to creat-
ing a “Wall of Heroes,” 
to encouraging students 
to pledge not to text and 
drive, Deegan believes that 
the projects this year are 
“really amazing.”

Juniors Cameryn Co-
hen, Matthew Stovsky and 
Aden Stern and Seniors 
Max Halpert and Vonya 
Shiffman created a poster 
similar to the “Wall of He-
roes” that was hanging in 
the social studies hallway 
in December. The poster 
displays the heroes of ev-
eryone in the senior class 
of 2016, and influenced 
all students to think about 

whom they look up to as 
a role model. Halpert is 
excited that the heroes of 
the class of 2016 will be 
hanging up permanently. 
“We hope that the board 
will make the high school 
a more positive environ-
ment,” he said. “It is cool 
that people can walk by in 
20 years and see the hero 
they wrote.”

Sophomore Zoe Grant, 
juniors Camille Hohl and 
Cameron Umpleby and 
seniors Clarissa Djohari, 
Hannah Kahn, Hannah 
Sullivan, Desmond Crosby, 
Jodi Shapiro, Mallory Gel-
man and Paul Corty are 
focusing on ending double 
standards for their project. 
Their table is decorated 
with posters of powerful 
phrases exposing different 

forms of slut shaming. 
“I know that [slut sham-

ing] is very prevalent 
throughout the school,” 
Hohl said. “Hopefully we... 
eliminate some of the neg-
ative words used towards 
girls.” Behind their table, 
there is a wall where stu-
dents can pledge not to 
use words such as “slut,” 
“whore” and “thot”.

Seniors Sophie Alter, De-
van Peavy and Gavi Hamel-
Sasson utilized a multime-
dia presentation to educate 
people about LGBT rights.

On their table, they 
have nametags for peo-
ple to fill in the blanks: I 
am not _________, I am 
_________. 

“The purpose is to edu-
cate people on language, 
how to use it and how 

not to use it,” Alter said. 
“Hopefully people will stop 
using derogatory words in 
their daily vocabulary.”

The group hopes that 
when students see the 
name tags around the 
school, they will learn to 
recognize their peers based 
on their interests and per-
sonality traits rather than 
stereotypes.

Seniors Hannah Cantlie 
and Maddie Gottfried took 
a unique approach to pro-
moting tolerance by writ-
ing a children’s book. They 
tell the story of Jade the 
giraffe to teach children 
compassion at a young 
age. The authors plan on 
reading the book in young 
classrooms and share it 
with libraries in Orange 

and Chagrin Falls. Cantlie 
thinks that it is important 
to teach important lessons 
to children at a young age. 
“The goal of our project is 
to teach tolerance to young 
children,” she said. “Hope-
fully, this will promote bet-
ter choices that will shape 
our future society in a posi-
tive way.”

Juniors Lauren Miller 
and Nyulana Petty and 
Seniors Anna Post, Dan-
iel Henry, Raquel Wu 
and Casey Peck started 
the 2016 Winter Clothes 
Drive. So far they have col-
lected almost 100 coats for 
children in need.

“Just to have anything, 
new or old, big or small is 
appreciated by the kids,” 

Post said. “Just knowing I 
can make a difference and 
help kids in need is super 
exciting and motivating.”

The group is donating 
the coats and other winter 
items to an organization 
run out of Akron Chil-
dren’s Hospital, where chil-
dren can pick out anything 
they need.

On a Friday after school 
in January, room 705 is 
crowded and bustling with 
activity. A line of multi-col-
ored backpacks are stacked 
haphazardly against the 
back counter. A drill buzz-
es at one end of the room 
as two students work on 
a heavy wooden contrap-
tion.

Nearby, another group 
fiddles with plastic gears 
and rods, while someone 
carefully cuts thin beams 
of delicate wood for anoth-
er project. On the far side 
of the room, half a dozen 
people are talking loudly, 
huddled around a laptop, 
its owner rapidly typing 
away. Occasionally, some-
one stands to stretch or 
get a snack from the center 
table. Every inch of coun-
ter space is covered.

This is where the Beach-
wood Science Olympiad 
team practices.

It does not look like a 
place where legends are 
born.

But the BHS Science 
Olympiad team, consist-
ing of one drill, a stack of 
binders, three equipment 
tubs and about two dozen 
science enthusiasts, placed 
fourth, surpassing expec-
tations at the Kenston Sci-
ence Olympiad Invitation-
al on Saturday, Jan. 16.

“We have a second place 
trophy in the Kenston In-
vitational from 2012, an 
eighth place trophy from 
Mentor from 2011, an-
other second place trophy 
from Chagrin Valley [from] 
2000 and last year, our 
entire team placed tenth 
at states,” Co-Captain Sri 
Vidya Uppalapati said.

“We don’t exactly have a 
whole bookshelf of awards, 
so I never expected to place 
so high this year,” she said. 
“It was when we were in 
the middle of the awards—
when I saw the placements 
and scores of the teams 
who were awarded before 
us—It was then that I real-
ized that we definitely got 

Experience Pays Off For Science Olympiad at Kenston Tournament
By Jinle Zhu
Features Editor

something more than last 
year.”

“I knew, after placing 
eighth at Westlake, our 
team would be competitive 
at Kenston,” Co-Captain 
Yuke Zheng said, “But I 
had no idea we would beat 
out the teams that have 
traditionally placed higher 
than us.”

The BHS team won nu-
merous medals in individ-
ual events that contributed 
to the overall placement: 
freshman Jing-Jing Shen; 
sophomores Gregory Glo-
va and Daniel Mishins; 
juniors Jennifer Yen, Mu-
kul Govande, Yuke Zheng, 
Andrew Lubinger and 
Cameron Haynesworth; 
and seniors Jessica Tall, 
Hannah Leland, Sri Vidya 
Uppalapati, Lynn Jiao and 
Bagatur Askaryan.

One the events Beach-
wood placed in was Dis-
ease Detectives, which 
challenges competitors to 
identify different types 
of diseases and develop a 
plan to contain them. In 
the Kenston Invitational, 
Jennifer Yen and Hannah 
Leland placed fifth.

“Our strategy is that 
I take care of describing 
the disease and coming up 
with prevention measures 
to control the disease,” Le-
land said. “Then Jennifer 
takes care of the statistics, 
and at the end we do every-
thing else together.”

“We weren’t really ex-
pecting to win,” Leland 
said. “We thought we did 
well, but [in the past] we 
haven’t done well enough 
to win anything.”

According to Leland, Sci-
ence Olympiad involves 
a lot of similar events in 
which competitors are 
given a test of their knowl-
edge and skills to complete 
in a limited time frame.

“I definitely feel we im-
proved as a team for the 
Kenston Invitational,” 
Zheng said. “Our total 
team score dropped from 
413 points at the Westlake 
Invitational to 306 points 
at Kenston, which is an 
incredible improvement. I 

felt like all our hard work 
in the pre-season paid off 
at this invitational. I’m 
so proud of how far we’ve 
come.”

The scores refer to the 
sum of the team’s place-
ment number in all of their 
twenty-three events. The 
lower the score, the higher 
the team ranks.

“Part of [our improve-
ment] has to do with [the 
fact that many of us have 
had] the benefit of being 
here last year when we 
started building our re-
sources,” Uppalapati said. 
“[In the past,] when Sci-
ence Olympiad seniors 
have graduated, they 
haven’t left a lot of things 
behind, but we have to 
build a lot of resources for 
[younger students]. We 
really moved up from last 
year by actively using our 
experiences. We have a lot 
more people who are dedi-
cated this year.”

According to Uppalapati, 
the Science Olympiad team 
has an online dropbox data-
base of useful cheat sheets 
containing important in-
formation pertaining to 
certain events. These cheat 
sheets, including formulas, 
facts and statistics, can be 
used during competition, 
though most events limit 
the cheat sheet length to 
a certain number of pages. 
Along with cheat sheets, 
the dropbox also contains 
practice tests, answer keys 
and other resources.

BHS Science Olympiad 
teams have dreamed for 
years of advancing to na-
tionals. Beachwood has 
qualified for the state tour-
nament numerous times in 
the past, but only the top 
two qualifiers at states are 
allowed to compete at the 
national level.

“[At Kenston, we] had a 
record number of individ-
ual event placings–from 
first to eighth place–in our 
school’s history,” Zheng 
said. “So if we keep im-
proving at the same rate by 
pushing our weaker events 
to place higher, our team 
will be incredibly competi-

Science Olympiad team members celebrate their win at the Kenston Invitational. Photo courtesy 
of Beachwood Science Olympiad. 

While some BHS clubs 
are focused on academics 
or competition, one group 
of students meets monthly 
to help their peers make 
positive decisions.

“It stands for social ad-
vocates for youth,” SAY 
club Co-President Syd-
ney Eisenberg explained. 
Students from Cleveland 
come together at Bellefaire 
to form a larger version of 
the club, the SAY Student 
Leadership Council.”

According to the organi-
zation’s pamphlet, the SAY 
Student Leadership Coun-
cil is an interactive student 
group for 9th to 12th grade 
students who want to learn 
leadership skills, meet and 
work with fellow teens, 
and help promote positive 
teen behavior.

They meet one to two 
times per month in the 
evening at Bellefaire JCB 
to develop campaigns on 
a variety of topics affect-
ing teens today, including 
awareness on teen dating 

violence, anti-bullying, 
distracted driving, pre-
scription drug abuse and 
underage drinking.

“[Young people] have 
the power to really make 
a difference,” SAY club ad-
visor Mallory Molls said. 
“They hold the key to make 
changes because the mes-
sage is most powerful 
when it comes from your 
peers.”

Co-President Brianna 
Weisman’s brother, Bran-
don Weisman, started the 
Beachwood branch of the 
club in when he was a BHS 
junior in 2011.

“Brandon was really in-
volved with the SAY Stu-
dent Leadership Council at 
Bellefaire and he kickstart-
ed it here,” Weisman said. 
“He brought the concept 
to Beachwood and decided 
to bring his out-of-school 
club in-school to share it 
with his classmates and 
raise awareness about im-
portant issues.”

SAY services are also of-
fered by Bellefaire in Cleve-
land Heights-University 
Heights, Mayfield, Orange, 

By Samantha Shaffer
Staff Writer

SAY Club Members Encourage Peers to Make Good Decisions

The SAY Student Leadership Council made T-shirts addressing social issues and sold them at 
Legacy Village. Image courtesy of Bellefaire.

Shaker Heights, Solon and 
South Euclid-Lyndhurst 
school districts.

“One event that the SAY 
Student Leadership Coun-
cil does is the Mocktail 
Party, ” Eisenberg said. 
“It’s a fundraiser that advo-
cates for having fun with-
out drinking alcohol. And 
that’s just one of the many 
things they do.”

The Beachwood SAY 
Club teams up with The 
SAY Student Leadership 
Council for other events 

too.
Eisenberg describes a 

fundraiser this past year.
“We did a t-shirt project 

at Legacy Village with the 
SAY Student Leadership 
Council where we designed 
t-shirts and hung them 
near Tropical Smoothie 
Cafe,” she said. “Each shirt 
color had a different mean-
ing whether it represented 
a rape survivor or a victim 
of domestic violence. On 
the shirts we painted inspi-
rational pictures and mes-

sages to show our support 
for people who had been 
through those traumas.”

“We also do our own fun-
draisers,” Eisenberg said, 
“In the past we’ve sold pins 
and made blankets that 
we’ve donated to Bellefaire 
and we’re going to do a 
winter fundraiser to collect 
items for homeless youth 
in Cleveland such as hats, 
gloves, scarves or care 
packages.”

“It’s really good for kids 
at Beachwood to put things 

in perspective because 
we’re so privileged here to 
have amazing resources, 
faculty, and overall sup-
port for everything we do,” 
Weisman said. “It’s really 
important to take a step 
back and see other kids in 
Cleveland who aren’t privi-
leged to have the same 
resources. The club as a 
whole does a really good 
job of doing that.”

“These issues are very 
prevalent in today’s soci-
ety,” Eisenberg said. “A lot 
of people at Beachwood 
can be relatively shel-
tered from these issues 
that teens face all over the 
world. It’s so important to 
realize that there are sui-
cide problems, drug abuse 
problems, and dating vio-
lence problems right here 
in Cleveland.”

If interested in join-
ing, email Ms. Molls at 
m m o l l s @ b e a c h w o o d -
schools.org, Sydney 
Eisenberg at seisenberg@
beachwoodstudents.org, 
or Brianna Weisman at bn-
weisman@beachwoodstu-
dents.org.

tive at the regional and 
state competitions.”

“We tell ourselves every 
year that this is the year 
when we will finally make 
it to nationals,” sophomore 
Jakin Wu said. “…and with 
this year’s momentum, we 
might finally be able to 
reach it.”

Goals for the future are 
now commonly topics of 
conversation during the 
BHS team’s practices.

“Our goal is to be in the 
top ten at states—”

“No, top five—”
“Top two, guys, we need 

to make it to nationals.”
“You think we can beat 

schools like Mason? And 
Centerville? And Solon?”

“Okay, fine, top five.”
For Uppalapati, com-

peting against other local 
teams is not the point.

“My personal goal is to 
go even further and fully 
harness our potential so 
we can make it to nationals 
eventually, even if it’s not 
this year,” she said.

Science Olympiad team 
members are also heavily 
focused on recruitment.

“We seem to have 

enough people as of right 
now,” Wu said. “This year 
has generally seemed a lot 
more organized. Everyone 
knows what they’re do-
ing. But we’re still looking 
for more people because a 
few more hands never hurt 
anyone.”

“I would encourage more 
people to come out and try 
Science Olympiad,” Uppa-
lapati said. “We’re not hor-
ribly short on staff, but I 
think it’s a wonderful place 
for people to explore.”

“We have events for ev-
erything, some of them 
aren’t even technically sci-
ence,” she added. “It’s the 
process and the method 
that matters. I think peo-
ple can just explore what 
they want to learn more 
about, and this is one place 
where you will not receive 
any negativity for just 
wanting to try something. 
That is essentially what I 
love about this club.”

“We’re a really vibrant 
team,” Zheng agreed. “If 
you come and stay for long 
enough, we’re like a family. 
Oh, and everyone should 
wish us luck.”

The Science Olympiad 
team competed at West-
lake Invitational on Jan. 
9th, Kenston Invitational 
on Jan. 16th, and Solon 
Invitational on Jan. 30th. 
They will be competing 
on Feb. 13th at Mentor, 
followed by the regional 
competition at Case West-
ern Reserve on Feb. 20th. 
If the team qualifies, they 
will be moving on to the 
state competition at Ohio 
State University on April 
9th.

Back in room 705, the 
two guys working in the 
corner sigh simultane-
ously. One mutters some-
thing about how there isn’t 
enough torque and tosses 
aside the drill, which lands 
with a loud clatter. His 
friend runs a hand through 
his hair in frustration.

After a while, he picks up 
another nai.

“Alright, let’s try this 
again,” he says.

The drill resumes its me-
chanical whirring.

It may not look like a 
place where legends are 
born, but still… some-
thing.

are encouraging students 
to eradicate their driving 
distractions. Behind their 
table is a pledge wall where 
students and teachers are 
pledging not to text, drink, 

or drive distracted in any 
other way.

Levine feels that dis-
tracted driving is an im-
portant issue to bring at-
tention to at BHS. “With 

open campus and many 
students driving to school, 
we want to make sure ev-
eryone in the community 
is safe,” she said.

Photos by Sydney Eisenberg



American Horror Story
White and Gold

The 2016 iteration of the annual BHS variety show, White & Gold, lived up to its theme, bor-

rowed from FX’s American Horror Story. The production proved both entertaining and shock-

ing, allowing students and teachers to share a wide variety of talents.

Performances were held on Feb. 5 and 6 in the BMS theater.

Seniors Jackson Bogomolny, Gabby Hartstein, Jasmine Howard and Isabel Millstein directed, 

while juniors Andie Cohen, Andrew Feldman and Jack Spero served as assistant directors.

The show was advised by guidance counselor Ashley Saferight and BMS language arts teach-

er Michelle Toomey. English teacher Nicole Majercak advised the show’s tech crew.

“Directing the show is a hectic job”, Howard said. While Saferight and the other advisers of-

fered guidance, the directors are ultimately responsible for most decisions.

“We all do the same thing as far as work and we put the same amount of work into it,” How-

ard said of her co-directors. “We drew the set design ourselves, painted it ourselves, and 

build it ourselves.”

In addition to live performances, the show included videos.

Teacher’s Lounge, a favorite White & Gold tradition, consisted of student impersonations of 

BHS teachers and faculty. The students’ performance played on the well-known catchphrases 

and habits of their respective staff members.

The show was put together in a month, meaning an intense level of preparation on the part 

of the acts as well as the directors.

Photos by Bradford Douglas  ||  Layout by Raquel Wu  ||  Reporting by Clarissa Djohari

Junior Ankita Prasad performed Bharatanatyam, a traditional Indian 
dance. Bangles were audible as she moved her hands and feet.

The next act was Yo-Yo Ma, a duo of juniors Daniel Ma and 
Cameron Haynesworth, who showed off tricks with glowing hands 
and yo-yos.

The last component of the night 
was Drill Team, starting off with loud 
chants and ending the show with dance.

Next was Juns and Roses, comprised 
of senior Jasmine Howard and junior Rose 
Hersh, who signed Arctic Monkey’s “Do I 
Wanna Know” in American Sign Language.

As the cheerleaders kicked off the production, the set was 
visible, and fog and lights helped to fill up the stage.

Act 1 closed off with Duetones™, consisting of 
Andrew Feldman and Jack Spero with a vigorous 
performance on a variety of drums.

Senior Gabrielle 
Hartstein performed 
a ukulele medley fea-
turing music by Sam 
Smith and Coldplay.

After another video, 
seniors Pauline Keselman 
and Brianna Weisman per-
formed a dance routine.

Junior Ari-
elle Tindel played 
guitar and sang 
her original song 
“Warrior.” Tindel 
is an aspiring 
musician who 
has recently 
played her share 
of local venues.

Sophomore Emily Jenks sang 
Black Veil Brides’ “In the End”, don-
ning a rock-inspired outfit.

Senior 
Tess Kazdin 
delivered 
a powerful 
original poem 
about over-
coming inse-
curities and 
lamenting the 
pressure to 
apologize.

Act 2 opened with two songs by The Oxy Morons, a seven-
person band which included English teacher Todd Butler, choir 
director Darlene Haight and social studies teacher John Perse 
as well as Senior Sophie Schoen and sophomore Jack Berkowitz 
as well as Feldman and Spero on percussion.
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The Beachcomber
I am a white 17-year-old 

gender normative person, 
so life is pretty good.

I can walk down the 
sidewalk and look people 
in the eyes without them 
darting across the street 
to the other side. I can feel 
comforted by the fact that 
in whatever profession I 
choose, I will not be dis-
criminated against because 
of my race. And I know that 
I could play an Egyptian 
in a movie because appar-
ently all it takes is a little 
eyeliner for a white person 
to pass as Middle Eastern.

I have privilege and I ac-
knowledge that.

But I also acknowledge 
that due to my being a Jew-
ish woman, I have some 
disadvantages in society. I 
know that I probably won’t 
earn the same amount as 
a man in my field, and I 
know that anti-Semitism is 

still a very prevalent prob-
lem in many parts of the 
world.

“I’m lucky enough to have 
grown up in a great communi-
ty with great people, in a great 
school district. However, that 
doesn’t change the fact that I 
live in a man’s world,” junior 
Simone Rackmill said.

To better understand the 
concept of privilege, let’s use 
the analogy of a backpack 
with supplies for a two-day 
camping trip.

The first person is a white 
male. In his backpack he 
receives a tent, a lighter, a 
sleeping bag, a pillow, some 
snacks, a few water bottles, 
a toothbrush and toothpaste 
and a change of clothes.

The second person is 
a white female. In her 
backpack she receives a 
tent, a lighter, a sleeping 
bag, some snacks, a water 
bottle, toothpaste, and a 
change of clothes.

The third person is an 
African American female. 
In her backpack she re-
ceives some matches, a 
blanket, some snacks, a 

water bottle, toothpaste, 
and a change of clothes.

Let’s skip down to the 
25th person, a gay His-
panic Jewish woman. She 
doesn’t even receive a 
backpack.

This analogy may seem 
humorous, but it is our real-
ity. According to 2014 data 
from The National Women’s 
Law Center, for every $1.00 a 
while male earns, a white fe-
male makes 77¢, an African 
American female makes 64¢, 
and a Hispanic female makes 
56¢.

These statistics are abso-
lutely unacceptable. We are 
all people. Our differences 
shouldn’t determine our 
worth. Supremacy is the root 
of racism. The very equation 
for racism is power plus priv-
ilege. And as we know from 
experience, privilege equals 
power. This is emphasized in 
our daily lives.

According to DoSome-
thing.org 80% of the in-
dividuals pulled over in 
New York City are African 
American or Latino. 85% 
of those individuals are 

By Sam Shaffer
Staff Writer

The Problem With Privilege: It’s Time to Recognize Our Advantages

Article Two, Section Two 
of the United States Con-
stitution states that “[The 
President]… by and with 
the Advice and Consent 
of the Senate…shall ap-
point…Judges of the Su-
preme Court.”  

The language used by the 
founding fathers are not 
ambiguous. 

While the Senate defi-
nitely has a voice with 
regards to the Supreme 
Court, the language clearly 
indicates that the will of 
the Senate is secondary to 
that of the president. In 
other words, the president 
is meant to be the primary 
person making the deci-
sion. 

Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell has re-
cently announced that the 
Senate will block any nomi-
nee that President Obama 
puts forward and Republi-
cans on the judiciary com-
mittee have collectively 
notified the president 
that they won’t even con-
sider any of his nominees, 
causing a stalemate with 
regards to the nomination 
process. This is especially 
ironic, and arguably incon-

sistent, because Republi-
cans often tout themselves 
as champions of tradition-
al, strict constitutionalism. 

However, it would ap-
pear that in this case they 
can’t be bothered to read 
the constitution very 
closely. 

The primary argument 
is that President Obama’s 
choice may not reflect the 
will of the modern day 
American and therefore 
it’s best to wait until a new 
president is in office. Even 
though this “reasoning” 
is most definitely a guise, 
the argument still doesn’t 
stand because the will 
of the American people 
is reflected in President 
Obama. 

In November 2012, the 
American people agreed to 
grant President Obama all 
powers that go along with 
being president for the 
subsequent four years. Per-
haps the argument would 
stand if Obama were truly 
a lame duck; however, the 
20th Amendment of the 
Constitution clearly states 
that “The terms of the 
President and Vice Presi-
dent shall end at noon on 
the 20th day of January,” 
meaning that officially, 
the lame duck period is be-

tween the first Tuesday in 
November and the 20th of 
January. 

The Republican argu-
ment may even be justified 
if President Obama only 
had six or seven months 
left in office, but at this 
point neither party even 
has a nominee and Presi-

By Bradford Douglas
Image Editor

President Obama Has Responsibility to Fill Scalia’s Seat on Court

dent Obama has over 300 
days left in his tenure. 
Barack Obama is still our 
acting President and as a 
result, he has the right to 
nominate whomever he 
chooses. 

Nevertheless, it’s to be 
expected that Republicans 
would make a move like 

this. Allowing President 
Obama to nominate a Jus-
tice to the Supreme Court 
would lead to a 5-4 liberal 
majority on the highest 
bench in the land, which 
clearly isn’t in their best 
interest.

Regardless of their in-
transigence, Republicans 
are caught between vari-
ous unpleasant outcomes. 
Refusing to nominate a 
Supreme Court Justice is 
a prime example of the 
governmental inefficiency 
that voters have come to 
loathe, which could cost 
Republicans the Senate. It 
also means many of this 
year’s cases could end in a 
4-4 tie, leaving these de-
cisions to lower courts, 
which won’t establish any 
national precedents, again 
embodying the aforemen-
tioned political efficiency. 
On the other hand, Repub-
licans view acceptance of 
the President’s nominees 
as detrimental as well, for 
obvious reasons.  

Ultimately, however, re-
gardless of differing opin-
ions, the Senate has a duty 
to the American public, 
and to refuse to at least 
discuss a nominee is to do 
a great disservice to the 
American people. 

Major Supreme Court 
cases this term include 
Fisher V. University of Tex-
as at Austin, which deals 
with the issue of race in col-
lege admissions, Friedrichs 
V. California Teachers As-
sociation, which deals with 
the issue of collective bar-
gaining for public employ-
ees, and Whole Women’s 
Health V. Cole, which deals 
with the issue of reproduc-
tive service availability. All 
of these case outcomes will 
affect adults and students 
alike in some capacity, and 
the fact that they may be 
decided by eight justices 
will make for an even more 
captivating judicial term. 

When a nomination 
does finally take place, that 
justice will most likely sit 
on the bench for decades to 
come, affecting the young-
er generation in a larger ca-
pacity than the older one.  
This also places more at-
tention on the 2016 presi-
dential election, since the 
eventual winner could end 
up filling not only Scalia’s 
seat, but the seats of sev-
eral other justices as well, 
leaving a significant im-
pact on American politics 
far into the future. 

The Internet: perhaps 
the greatest technologi-
cal innovation of the last 
thirty years. 

It has irrevocably 
changed life as we know it. 
Those of us who belong to 
Generation Y, comprised 
of people born between 
the early to mid-‘90s and 
the mid-2000s, cannot re-
member a time without 
social media, iPhones and 
a seemingly endless world 
at our fingertips.

It has made such an im-
pact on popular culture 
and modern life that it 
begs this question… Has 
the Internet had a net pos-
itive or net negative effect 
on us?

At first glance, some 
might take the former 
opinion.

After all, the Internet 
has made the acquisition 
of vast stores of knowledge 
as simple as the click of a 
button. Never before has 
there been a mechanism 
that enables someone to be 
knowledgeable in so many 
fields this quickly.

And despite its proclivity 
for cramming conformity 
down its users’ throats, it 
has exposed users to di-
verse cultures and ideas 
from all over the world. 
Generation Z is now being 
hailed in the US as more 
diverse and tolerant than 
any previous generation.

The Internet has also 
ushered in an era where it 
is much easier to be well-
informed than in the past.

Sites such as Twit-
ter, Reddit, Liveleak and 
Wikileaks are changing the 
way news is broken, elimi-
nating the need for reports 
by a news organization or 
reporter. All you need to be 
a reporter now, it seems, is 

a smartphone and an in-
ternet connection.

Upon further examina-
tion, however, there seems 
to be more support for the 
view that the Internet is a 
actually a negative influ-
ence on our generation.

Internet addiction, while 
not extremely common, 
still manifests itself in 1 in 
8 Americans, and a signifi-
cantly higher proportion 
of the population in China, 
Taiwan and South Korea, 
according to The Center for 
Internet Addiction.

According to a reporting 
in this issue of The Beach-
comber, 50 percent of BHS 
students reported being 
online “constantly.”

Psychologists use the 
following criteria  to diag-
nose a variety of Internet 
addiction subtypes:

You constantly lose track 
of your time online, the 
Internet gets in the way of 
your schoolwork/job, you 
often go on the Internet of 
spending time with family 
and friends and you use 
the Internet as anescape 
from real life problems.

This is just a sample set 
of several factors that are 
used to determine whether 
someone fits the profile of 
an Internet addict.

Research on the issue 
has shown that Internet 
addiction can lead to con-
sequences in academic and 
family life.

Other research has 
found that constant Inter-
net use could have a nega-
tive impact on attention 
spans, which makes sense, 
given the fact that the In-
ternet seems to condition 
people to instant gratifica-
tion at the click of a mouse.

Another negative effect 
of the Internet is how it 
has affected our civility.

Giving people an out-
let to express their views 

is not a bad thing. After 
all, we do live in America. 
Take a look through any 
Internet comment section, 
however, and you will en-
counter mean and obnox-
ious comments that would 
inspire abhorrence from 
even the most vulgar and 
desensitized people.

The fact that you can just 
hide behind a screen and 
say whatever is on your 
mind, with no immediate 
threat of consequence or 
face to face interaction with 
the person you are being 
unkind to, has just given 
the cruel members of soci-
ety a froum in which they 
can do what they want.

After all, on the Internet, 
we only have to communi-
cate with people we agree 
with, and if their views 
are different from ours, 
we never have to recognize 
them as human beings.

Is it possible that the In-
ternet has contributed to 
the rise of Donald Trump? 

There is also the ques-
tion of what exactly consti-
tutes true knowledge and 
intelligence in today’s age.

The Internet allows peo-
ple to cram themselves with 
so many facts that they 
might feel intellectual with-
out true understanding.

According to an April 
2015 article in The Wash-
ington Post, researchers 
at Yale, in a series of ex-
periments, confirmed that 
when people use search en-
gines to answer questions, 
they get an inflated sense 
of intelligence.

This makes sense. The 
Internet has conditioned 
us to knowing everything, 
without actually knowing a 
thing. It has weakened our 
resolve to solve problems, 
and our intelligence, given 
that we have a tool at our 
disposal that can give us an 
answer in seconds.

By Alex Cala
Opinion Editor

For Better or Worse, We Are 
the Children of the Internet

Unions have long been 
the subject of great debate 
in this country. In the 21st 
century, things haven’t 
changed.

The U.S. Supreme Court 
is currently deliberating a 
case that would fundamen-
tally alter the way public 
sector unions operate. 

Friedrichs v. California 
Teachers Association, re-
cently heard by the court, 
is still pending. If the court 
rules in favor of the peti-
tioner, public employees 
would be permitted to reap 
the benefits of a union-ne-
gotiated contract without 
having to pay union dues. 

The recent death of Jus-
tice Antonin Scalia has 
placed the case into a state 
of limbo. Commentary 
from The Atlantic and Los 
Angeles Times predicts 
the vote will come to a 4-4 
tie, which would allow the 
U.S. 9th Circuit Court of 

Appeals’ ruling in favor of 
organized labor to stand. 
However, a decision isn’t 
likely to be known until 
June. 

Not surprisingly, union 
leaders across the country 
have kept a close eye on 
the outcome of the case. 
Evan Luzar, President of 
the Beachwood Federa-
tion of Teachers, expressed 
strong opposition of the 
petitioner’s view. 

Luzar’s concerns are 
justified. If an employee is 
allowed to benefit from a 
union contract without be-
ing legally obligated to pay 
into a union, why might an 
employee consider union 
membership in the first 
place?

For employees who take 
issue with their union’s 
politics, the option of a 
‘fair share’ contract (a 
practice that is currently 
in place) is more than rea-
sonable. These contracts 
afford an individual all the 
protections of a union-
negotiated contract, while 
allowing them to be reim-
bursed for social outreach 
conducted by their union, 
at the local, state and fed-
eral levels. 

Granted, public sec-
tor unions can drive up 
the cost of government. 
For instance, union nego-
tiations do lead to higher 
salaries that taxpayers pay 
for. Should organized labor 
lose its power, it would al-
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Fair Share is Fair Enough: Don’t Undercut Public Employee Unions 

It has become common 
to criticize our generation 
for the time we spend on-
line. 

The typical concerns are 
that children are getting 
involved with social me-
dia too young, that online 
communication is replac-
ing face to face contact and 
that Internet addiction is 
an increasing problem. 

Yes, these are all valid 
concerns, but I find that 
a less common critique is 
more concerning: social 
media trends are trumping 
real issues. 

The most recent example 
that comes to mind is the 
“Damn, Daniel” trend that 
has been all over social me-
dia lately. 

A teenage boy named 
Josh recorded videos of his 
friend, Daniel, showcas-
ing his outfit and shows 
shouting phrases such as, 
“Damn, Daniel! Back at it 
again with the white vans!” 

The video clips originat-
ed in a Snapchat story, and 
have now gotten over 2.5 
million views on YouTube. 
The attention the two boys 
are receiving for this stu-
pid and irrelevant video is 
absurd in and of itself, but 
especially because of the 
more serious issues in our 
world. 

What isn’t receiving the 
same attention are press-
ing issues such as the Syr-
ian refugee crisis. Accord-
ing to The Washington Post, 
“the number of migrant 
and refugee arrivals in It-
aly and Greece has already 
passed more than 100,000 
this year, which points to 
an influx that could dwarf 
numbers from 2015.” 

This article was posted 
today; however, “Daniel” 
was featured in the trend-

ing Twitter topics and the 
refugee crisis was nowhere 
to be seen in the list of the 
most talked about subjects 
on social media. 

When it comes to the 
presidential elections, I see 
way more immature posts 
on social media making 
fun of various candidates 
rather than those express-
ing opinions on important 
issues. Of course, there are 
some who take advantage 
of social media to discuss 
real and important issues, 
but those people are often 
silenced by others who 
choose to post about ir-
relevent Internet fads or 
jokes.

I am not totally frown-
ing upon joking around on 
social media, and people 
definitely have the right to 
post whatever they choose. 
I happen to think that a 
lot of the jokes centered 
around presidential hope-
fuls can be funny on cer-
tain occasions. However, it 
worries me that the jokes 
and the fads are taking 
over social media, and that 
this could alienate teens 
from real facts and impor-
tant issues. 

According to a study by 
the Pew Research Center,  
“92% of teens report going 
online daily — including 
24% who say they go on-
line “almost constantly.”” 
Therefore, when my Twit-
ter newsfeed is filled with 
“Damn, Daniel” Tweets 
and only shows a few ex-
amples of individuals 
thinking critically about 
real world problems, it is 
worrisome. 

One individual who took 
advantage of social media 
to incite positive change 
is Brandon Stanton, the 
blogger behind Humans of 
New York. Stanton started 
out with a small blog shar-
ing photos of random peo-

ple he encountered in New 
York City along with a cap-
tion about the person, to 
show the world that every-
one you see on a daily basis 
has a story. His blog gained 
a massive following, and 
he now shares these stories 
on Facebook, Twitter, Ins-
tagram, and Tumblr. 

Since Stanton started 
his blog, he has shared the 
stories of individuals in 
Iran, teamed up with UN-
HCR to share refugee sto-
ries and told the stories of 
inmates in prisons around 
New York. His stories have 
raised awareness for so 
many important issues and 
highlighted the struggles 
and accomplishments of ev-
eryday people. He definitely 
has used social media to 
change lives for the better. 

At the end of the day, 
social media should still be 
fun for the teenagers who 
use it. Every once in a while, 
it is perfectly acceptable for 
a random fad to make its 
way to the list of trending 
topics. However, when an 
individual is getting famous 
for posting a Snapchat story 
of his friend wearing white 
vans, but the thousands of 
individuals who are fight-
ing to defend human rights 
violations around the world 
remain unnoticed, what are 
the teenagers who spend 
immense amount of time on 
social media really learning? 

Social media provides 
tremendous opportunity 
for communication, and 
has so much potential for 
individuals to share. 

That said, it is crucial for 
teens to understand that 
although social media is a 
fun place to interact with 
friends and share your 
thoughts, it is also impor-
tant to also stay informed 
about what is going on out-
side of the world of social 
media trends.

By Sydney Eisenberg
Staff Writer

The Internet is a Powerful Tool  
if Used to Educate and Empower

   It should not be a surprise to anyone who has walked through the halls of Beachwood High School that 50 percent of students responding to a 
Beachcomber survey  reported that they are “constantly” online. In the halls, in classrooms or at home, we are constantly plugged in. This issue, two 
writers square off on the issue of whether the Internet is a positive or negative force on young people today.

frisked. The fact that only 
8% of white people are 
stopped demonstrates rac-
ism in America.

Senior Brianna Weis-
man thinks it’s important 
for us to recognize our 
privilege.

“It’s really good for 
kids at Beachwood to put 
things into perspective 
because we’re so privi-
leged here to have amaz-
ing resources, faculty and 
support for everything we 
do,” she said. “It’s really 
important to take a step 
back and see other people 
who aren’t so privileged to 
have the same resources.”

The first thing we can 
do to change this harsh 
reality is acknowledge our 
privilege. I’m not saying 
that solely acknowledging 
our advantages and dis-
advantages can stop rac-
ism altogether, but it is a 
step in the right direction. 
Denying privilege doesn’t 
make it go away. Once we 
accept this reality, we can 
work towards the equality 
that we all deserve.
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most certainly spare school 
districts and municipal 
government some expense. 

However, you get what 
you pay for.

Do we truly wish to live 
in a society where the police 
officer who takes a report 
of gunshots is distracted 
by how he’s going to pay 
his electric bill or feed his 
children? What about the 
math teacher who tutors 
well before school starts 
and stays late after the dis-
missal bell? 

Public employees are 
deserving of a sufficient 
wage that is commensurate 
to the effort they put into 
the job, along with the im-
mense responsibilities they 
carry each day. To suggest 

otherwise would be doing 
a severe disservice to the 
public servants who work 
diligently throughout their 
career. 

Unions have been long 
been an important check 
on exploitation of work-
ers, as Bob King, then 
president of the United 
Automobile, Aerospace 
and Agricultural Imple-
ment Workers of America 
expressed in a 2012 NPR 
interview. 

“The majority of workers 
in America would like to 
be in a union, if they could 
be,” King said.  “What is 
true in America, is that … 
workers have lost the full 
democratic right to decide 
if they want to be in unions 
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Do we truly wish to live in a society where the police officer who 
takes a report of gunshots is distracted by how he’s going to pay his 
electric bill or feed his children? What about the math teacher who 
tutors well before school starts and stays after the dismissal bell? 

or not.”
According to a 2015 

Washington Post article, 
unions in right-to-work 
law states, such as Wis-
consin, have struggled to 
remain relevant. In Wis-
consin, the Post reported, 
the state’s branch of the 
American Federation of 
Teachers has lost half its 
membership since the law 
was enacted in 2011.

If teachers and other 
public employees see re-
ductions in salary and 
benefits, one can infer that 
those who are most quali-
fied would be the most 
likely to leave public ser-
vice. As a consequence, 
employees with less expe-
rience would be molding 
the minds of our nation’s 
youth and working in oth-
er government jobs. 

Union officials, across 
nearly every arm of public 
service, devote countless 
hours to ensuring safe, ef-
ficient working conditions 
for their members.



Arts & Life THE BEACHCOMBER   10 Sports THE BEACHCOMBER   11

It’s dark and crowded 
in front of the Grog Shop 
stage on Euclid Heights 
Blvd. It’s the day before 
New Year’s Eve, and many 
of the over-21s in the 
crowd are a bit tipsy.

This close to the stage, 
there is no room to move. 
But still it’s comfortable, 
just warm enough to take 
off your sweatshirt.

The band headlining this 
evening is The Lighthouse 
and the Whaler, but they 
won’t be on until after Nick 
D’ & The Believers, an in-
die-rock/alternative band 
from Columbus, Ohio.

The Believers consist of 
vocalist Nick D’Andrea, 
lead guitarist Kerry Hen-
derson and drummer Jo-
seph Barker.

They are ready to tear 
down the roof.

The lights over the band 

are dimmed to a warm, vi-
brant pink. The melody of 
their first song starts to 
flow through the speakers, 
and D’Andrea starts to put 
words to the music.

Jaws drop.
The band’s onstage ener-

gy is like no other. It seems 
they have their own gravi-
tational field pulling the 
audience in.

Add the unique beat 
and intriguing lyrics, and 
even those who have never 

By Dalia Zullig
Online Editor-in-Chief

 The Believers consist of vocalist Nick D’Andrea, lead guitarist Kerry Henderson and drummer 
Joseph Barker  // Image source: nickdandthebelievers.com

The Lady Bison basket-
ball team may be small in 
numbers, but they are big 
in heart.

Led by head coach Dwayne 
Morrow with captains Taylor 
Royster, Paige Safenovitz and 
Maurina Nunn, the Lady Bi-
son finished the season 14-10.

There have been many high-
lights from the season that 
make the season memorable.

“The highlight of the 
season so far was our team 
performance against Villa 
Angela St. Joseph,” sopho-
more captain Taylor Roys-
ter said.

Beachwood faced off 
against Villa Angela St. Jo-
seph earlier in the season 
in a nail biter that ended 
with a Bison win in double 
overtime.

“Our highlight as a team 
was definitely our win 
against VASJ, and person-
ally, I had a really good 
game when I came back 
from my ankle injury,” ju-

nior captain Paige Safeno-
vitz said.

Head coach Dwayne 
Morrow is proud of the 
team’s accomplishments 
both on and off the court.

“The highlight of the 
season for me was the vol-
unteering we did during 
the holiday food and toy 
drive,” Morrow said.

Additionally, multiple 
players on the team are be-
ing considered for recruit-
ment at the college level.

“We have five seniors 
and two of them play other 
sports,” Morrow said. “This 
year, Maurina Nunn has 
two offers from Malone 
College and University of 
Tuskegee.”

“I’d play college basket-
ball if I’m lucky enough,” 
Safenovitz said. “Right 
now I have looks from 
Ohio Wesleyan, West Vir-
ginia State and Trinity In-
ternational.”

“I have looks from many 
colleges,” Royster contin-
ued, “I have not made a de-

cision yet, but I have looks 
from Akron, Alabama 
A&M and Niagara.”

While the Lady Bison do 
have a lot of talent on their 
roster, they realize they 
still have a lot to improve 
on.

“We need to work on 
knowing our roles. We 
sometimes get mixed up 
without listening during 
games, and sometimes we 
miss too many layups and 
foul shots,” Royster said.

“We need to work on ball 
movement and communi-
cation in games,” Safeno-
vitz said.

Coach Morrow had his 
own points for improve-
ment.

“We need to work on fo-
cusing on the game at hand 
and having better flow on 
offense,” he said.

Every team has improve-
ments to make and that is 
part of the game, but Mor-
row feels that what makes 
the team great is how they 
play when they face adver-

sity.
“I like coaching this 

group because of the fact 
that we are an undersized 
team but we play for each 
other and don’t back down 
from anyone,” he said. 
“The only negative from 
this season is having the 

low numbers… Most high 
school teams have more 
players than we do.”

“We have a lot of fun 
with each other, we all 
work hard for each other, 
and we are all friends,” 
Safenovitz said.

Morrow is also looking 

By Aden Stern
Sports Social Media Editor 

ahead, looking to leave a 
legacy at Beachwood.

“I look forward to help 
rebuild the Beachwood 
program and improve a lot 
in the years to come,” he 
said.

Nick D’ & The Believers Bring Unique Energy to the Grog Shop

In Rebuilding Year, Lady Bison Finish Season With 14-10 Record

Senior Maurina Nunn leads the team to a 67-39 victory against Orange. Photo by Bradford 
Douglas.

heard the band are singing 
along and dancing.

Junior Arielle Tindel, 
also a musician, was at the 
show. She had never seen 
The Believers before.

“Some of my friends are 
really big fans, so I was 
very excited to see them,” 
she said. “They definitely 
did not disappoint. Not 
even 30 seconds in, I was 
singing along in the front 
row.”

“We go all out for every 
show,” The Believers wrote 
in an email. “We love these 
tunes and we want it to 
show, so we put in as much 
effort as the music de-
serves. We want every au-
dience to have as much fun 
as we do. Crowds receiving 
and reciprocating that pos-
itivity make it an awesome 
experience.”

Junior Andrea Cohen 
was also in attendance at 
the Dec. 30 show.

“The energy was great, 
and I loved dancing and 
singing along,” she said. 
“It’s so visually interest-

ing.”
The band has been to-

gether for just over three 
years.

“Nick has always had 
the passion and talent for 
writing songs, and the 
band began as an outlet for 
the music he was making,” 
the band wrote. “We’re all 
great friends and love the 
process of finding a song 
together.”

The band draws inspira-
tion for songs from real life 
events. Their album’s art-
work tips its hat to the late 
David Bowie.

“Most of our songs deal 
with relationships, falling 
in and out of love, losing 
friends, being young and 
traveling, trying to make 
sense out of the world,” 
they wrote. “At the end of 
the day, we always want 
our songs to tell a story, 
and hopefully to mean 
something to the people 
listening. We want to cre-
ate something that con-
nects with people in a 
meaningful way.”

This band is not afraid 
to take risks, which is why 
their popularity is quickly 
growing. They recently 
spent time in Los Ange-
les, California, writing and 
composing new songs for 
an EP, a smaller version of 
an album, to be released in 
April. One of their songs 
will also be featured on the 
Freeform television show 
Pretty Little Liars.

Tindel said she admires 
the band’s work.

“Their songs are thought-
fully crafted and they’re re-
ally great at what they do,” 
she said.

For anyone who has been 
stricken with the common 
problem of listening to 
the same thing on repeat, 
look to Nick D’ & The Be-
lievers for a cure. The band 
produces a stellar, quirky 
sound.

“Sometimes in life, 
you just have to put it in 
a blender to see if it can 
dance,” they wrote. “We’re 
not sure what that means, 
but we love it.”

Bison boys basketball 
has had a phenomenal 
year, winning the CVC title 
and finishing the regular 
season with a 20-2 record. 

The team knocked off 
powerful Div. I rivals such 
as St. Ed’s and Garfield 
Heights.

But one of the sweetest 
moments came with the 
second win against rival 
Orange on Feb. 9, when the 

Orange High School gym 
was packed to the brim last 
night.

When the Lions visited 
BHS back in November’s 
season opener, the Bison 
cruised to a 20-point win, 
although they took their 
foot off of the gas in the 
second half.

The second matchup 
gave Bison fans a sense of 
deja vu. As always, there 
was a ton of excitement for 
the rivalry game.

While the Orange stu-

dent section was in a 
“white out”, the loud Bi-
son student section came 
dressed in sports jerseys, 
ranging from basketball 
and baseball to football 
and soccer.

Just like in the season 
opener, the Bison raced out 
to a big lead in the open-
ing minutes of the game, 
which quieted the Orange 
crowd and energized the 
Beachwood side.

Within the first 2 min-
utes, Beachwood senior 
Ronald Jones, who is com-
mitted to Malone Uni-
versity for football, hit 3 
three-pointers, and after 
the third, gestured with 3 
fingers towards his jersey-
wearing peers, sending 
them into a frenzy.

Both crowds were also 
energized when Beachwood 
senior Jonathan Nash 
ripped the ball out of Or-
ange senior Henry Mays’ 
hands, leading Mays to 
push Nash in a little scuffle, 
and the referees had to sep-
arate the players.

The first quarter includ-

ed many steals, blocks and 
offensive rebounds for the 
Bison. On the offensive 
side, player movement 
without the ball set up easy 
looks for Beachwood.

An impressive team ef-
fort in the first quarter 
gave the Bison a 27-10 lead 
heading into the second.

The 2nd quarter was a 
bit sloppy, but, it included 
a thunderous dunk by Bi-
son senior forward Maishe 
Dailey, who is committed 
to Rutgers University.

When the halftime 
buzzer sounded, the Bison 
lead 40-24. Just as during 
intermission of the first 
game, many fans thought 
the Bison would run away 
with this one, and some in 
the student section were 
talking about leaving if the 
lead got above 30.

In the opening minutes 
of the second half, these 
predictions looked right. 
The Bison opened with an 
8-0 run and led by over 20 
for a couple minutes, which 
calmed the atmosphere.

However, the Lions 

would not give up, and 
good defense helped chip 
the lead back to what it was 
at halftime.

The score at the end of 
the 3rd was 54-38, Bison.

Although Mays did not 
do much statistically, he 
was still talking trash and 
trying to get into his oppo-
nents’ heads long after his 
scuffle with Nash.

As he was guarding hard-
nosed Beachwood senior 
Desmond Crosby, he con-
tinued to talk and clap in 
his face.

But Crosby let his game 
do the talking, as he crossed 
Mays over multiple times 
and helped the Bison keep 
pace with the Orange run.

Meanwhile, Dailey sat 
out with a minor leg injury 
he had sustained in the 
first half.

Before fans even real-
ized, Orange was creeping 
back into the game with 
just minutes left, and they 
cut the lead to 10 with 
about 2 minutes left.

Lackadaisical play by the 
Bison allowed Orange to 

continue their run, revving 
up both student sections 
one last time.

Down by just five with 
around a minute to go, an 
Orange player drove down 
the lane and went for a la-
yup that would cut the lead 
to just a single possession, 
but Chris Bell, who played 
for Orange during his 
sophomore year, chased 
after the play and swatted 
the ball away, giving the Bi-
son a huge break.

Clutch free throw shoot-
ing and a strong defensive 
possession helped the Bi-
son seal the game, bring-
ing the final score to 73-70, 
much closer than the Bison 
had expected.

But when it comes down 
to it, a win is a win, and one 
over an arch-rival is even 
better, so as they headed 
out into a Cleveland bliz-
zard, Bison supporters 
were glad to have swept 
the Lions and to see their 
team win against Orange 
for the 5th straight time 
on the court.

By Philip Schnee
Sports Editor 

Boys  B-Ball Enters Playoffs 20-2; Wins Fifth  Straight Against Orange

Photo by Bradford Douglas.

“The Big Short” Portrays the Sad Truth About the Financial Crisis

The Big Short, based on 
the 2010 book by Michael 
Lewis, is a dark, frank, 
somewhat depressing look 
into the 2008 financial cri-
sis.

The film follows three 
groups of investors who, 
in one way or another, are 
aware of the coming crisis, 
and are trying to short (bet 
against) the overvalued 
housing market, and in do-
ing so, are sadly planning 
to profit off the collapse of 
the economy.

Christian Bale’s perfor-
mance as Michael Burry is 
a highlight of the film. A 
speed metal-loving, anti-
social hedge fund manager 
based out of California, he 
has the foresight to see the 
coming subprime loan cri-
sis and calculates that the 
market will crash in the 
2nd quarter of 2007.

Going completely against 
popular thinking, he actu-

By Alex Cala
Opinion Editor 

ally bets on the economy 
eventually tanking. He first 
has to convince bankers to 
create a credit default swap 
market for CDOs (collat-
eralized debt obligations), 
which essentially means 
that as long as the housing 
market is stable, he is losing 
money, but when the mar-
ket crashes, billions of dol-
lars are to be made.

In the face of skepticism 
from the big banks, who 
are nonetheless happy to 
take his money, and anger 
from investors in his fund, 
who lose faith in his finan-
cial foresight as they watch 
their investments sink, 
Burry holds steady until 
his bet pays off.

If you don’t completely 
understand the above 
paragraphs, don’t feel bad. 
The film employs celebri-
ties such as Margot Rob-
bie, who starred in The 
Wolf Of Wall Street, and 
Anthony Bourdain in order 
to explain these complex 
economic concepts.

By putting the concepts 
in layman’s terms, Direc-
tor Adam McKay helps his 
audience understand the 
financial crisis as a whole, 
and also helps to develop 
our contempt for the peo-
ple who enabled the crisis 
to happen.

Steve Carell’s perfor-
mance is also a standout. 
He plays Mark Baum, a 
hedge fund manager whose 
dark sense of humor, foul 
mouth and uninhibited an-
ger make him a believable 
character who is likable in 
spite of his flaws.

The film also does a good 
job of exploring the central 
predicament: Shouldn’t 
our main characters feel 
bad about what they are 
doing?

If they succeed, it means 
that jobs are lost, homes 
are foreclosed, families 
are hurt, and life in Amer-
ica will be irrevocably 
changed.

This adds a layer of mor-
al ambiguity to all of the 

Steve Carell plays Mark Baum, a hedge fund manager with a  dark sense of humor, foul mouth 
and uninhibited anger. Image source: thebigshortmovie.com

cast’s actions, and in some 
cases, might increase our 
contempt for them.

This layer is constantly 
reminding us that in the 
real world, there really are 
no good or bad guys; just 
people doing what is best 
for themselves.

Wall Street is absolutely 
hammered in this film. 
From corrupt rating agen-
cies that falsely certify 
the quality of the loans, 

to bankers who enable 
people to own houses they 
truly cannot afford via bad 
loans, almost every single 
person on Wall Street, in-
cluding some of the film’s 
heroes, are portrayed as 
being morally bankrupt, 
selfish and decadent.

And it’s all true.
Overall, the film gives a 

frightening glimpse into 
the dark workings of our 
culture, which places so 

much value on excess in 
the present that we often 
forget to keep safeguards 
in place for the future.

I would give it a 10/10. 
It is definitely a must-see 
picture whether you have 
prior knowledge of the eco-
nomic crisis or not,  and it 
is a serious contender to 
win the award for Best Pic-
ture at this year’s Oscars.

Star Wars Episode VII: 
The Force Awakens, direct-
ed by J.J. Abrams, grossed 
$1 billion in 12 days. It is 
the first film domestically 
to surpass Avatar as the 
highest grossing film of 
all time, and the highest 
grossing Star Wars film to 
date.

The numbers don’t lie.
The movie is amazing.
The plot hardly takes a 

break. The focal point is 
the disappearance of Luke 
Skywalker. While he did 
leave a map, it is incom-
plete and inaccessible.

Harrison Ford reprises 
his role as the famous 
scoundrel Han Solo, as 
well as Carrie Fisher, who 
comes back as General Leia 

Organa. Mark Hamill and 
Peter Mayhew return as 
Luke Skywalker and Chew-
bacca, respectively. The 
Millennium Falcon also 
makes a triumphant re-
turn and is still one amaz-
ing “bucket of bolts.”

Consider yourself 
warned: this review is not 
free of spoilers. The film 
centers around a new trio: 
Poe Dameron, Finn and 
Rey.

Finn, formerly storm-
trooper FN-2187, has de-
fected and joined the Re-
bellion. He was a part of 
the First Order, a new evil 
regime extremely similar 
to the Galactic Empire, 
run by Kylo Ren, the film’s 
new Darth Vader figure. 
Finn escapes the First Or-
der after his battalion cap-
tures the rebellion’s poster 
child, Poe Dameron. Finn 
helps Dameron escape and 
they form the unbreakable 
bond of friendship, possi-
bly even love.

By Dalia Zullig
Online Editor-in-Chief

Rey (Daisy Ridley) provides a strong role model and is a crit-
component of the film’s success. Image source: starwars.com

However, Rey is the 
main protagonist. She is 
a scavenger on the desert 
planet of Jakku, where the 
audience first meets her.

We are left to wonder 
how Rey fits into the Star 
Wars family tree. There are 
two main theories: she is 
either Luke’s daughter or 
Obi Wan Kenobi’s grand-
daughter. Her strength 
in the Force lead many to 
believe that she is Luke’s 
daughter, but other hints, 
such as her accent, suggest 
she is a Kenobi.

Either way, she is a 
critical component of this 
movie’s success. Toy manu-
facturers’ initial decision 
to exclude Rey from nearly 
all merchandise is inexcus-
able. Young girls who love 
Star Wars finally have a 
determined, courageous, 
Jedi-like role model to look 
up to. This is not to say 
the Princess/General Leia 
Organa is not a powerful 
female character, but she 

was not the protagonist of 
the original trilogy.

Throughout the film, 
there are nods to the origi-
nal series. While some feel 
this movie is simply a re-
hash of Star Wars Episode 
IV: A New Hope, the subtle 
allusions to the film’s pre-
decessors are greatly ap-
preciated by anyone who 
grew up watching the orig-
inals.

The fight scenes are phe-
nomenal. Dameron’s twists 
and turns are displayed 
brilliantly, punctuated 
with Finn’s expressions of 
amazement.

The Rebellion pays a 
great cost in human life 
to save itself. While the 
shock and pain from the 
gruesome death leaves the 
characters and audience 
reeling, the death seems 
justified. Han Solo might 
be gone, but his resource-
fulness and cunning live 
on.

This movie is better 

than all three prequels 
combined, and fans get to 
wait eagerly for two more. 
The next two will not be 
directed by Abrams, yet, 
with this set up, it will be 
extremely hard to ruin this 
trilogy.

Many were apprehen-
sive about the production 
of a new Star Wars film. 
However, this movie truly 
embodied the spirit of the 
series. 

The original trilogy, in 
essence, is about the re-
demption of the common 
man. Similarly, this new 
film shows that a simple 
scavenger girl–also from a 
desert planet–can be des-
tined for greatness.

For those who wish to 
escape to a galaxy far far 
away once more, or who 
just want to see a fun sci fi/
action  movie, I highly rec-
ommend The Force Awak-
ens.

May the force be with 
you.

“The Force Awakens” Captures Spirit of Original Star Wars Trilogy
Bison Swimming Sends Record Number to State Tournament

The BHS swim team 
shattered expectations at 
the district swim meet on 
Friday, Feb. 19 at Cleve-
land State University, as 
six students qualified for 
states.

Seniors Bagatur Askary-
an and Junyoung Lee, ju-
niors Sanford Hong and 
Heli Colmenares, sopho-
more Caleb Gecovich and 
freshman Spencer Bystrom 
all qualified for states. The 
students placed in a combi-
nation of both swimming 
and diving events.

“This is the most State 
qualifiers that we have had 
in Beachwood swimming 
history,” Athletic Director 
Ryan Peters wrote in an 

email. “These young men 
broke six school records 
this season and have put 
Bison swimming and div-
ing on the map statewide.”

Askaryan qualified in 50 
free, Lee, Hong, Gecovich 
and Bystrom qualified in 
the 200 medley relay.

Bystrom, Colmenares, 
Gecovich and Askaryan 
also qualified in the 200 
free relay.

In addition, Bystrom 
qualified for diving.

Coach Brad Burget is 
focused on strengthening 
the program.

“I want a program that is 
in the top ten of the state 
consistently,” he said.

He hopes to get there by 
building specific skills in 
his swimmers.

“The high school events 
cater toward short sprints 
[and] short bursts of ener-

gy, [so we try] building the 
endurance as well.”

Burget explained that it 
took years of preparation 
to get the swimmers to 
their current level of com-
petitiveness.

“We usually start train-
ing through [the] middle 
school program, [getting 
them] used to the swim-
ming environment,” he 
said.

Askaryan began swim-
ming on a school team at 
the age of six.

“I started swimming 
more competitively and 
consistently in the sixth 
grade,” he added.

”Making an impact at 
states has always been my 
number one goal,” he said.

However, Askaryan does 
not wish to take his swim-
ming career to college.

“I’ll probably not swim in 

college, at least not varsity 
swimming,” he said. “Col-
lege swimming is a very 
large time commitment, 
and I’d rather focus on my 
academics.”

Bystrom is the first BHS 
student to qualify for both 
swimming and diving in 
states. He is also the first 
swimmer in the school’s 
history to qualify for states 
as a freshman.

“I honestly never 
thought I’d make states my 
freshman year,” he said, “…
so this feels pretty good. 
I’m super happy to be rep-
resenting Beachwood at 
the state meet.”

Bystrom, who after two 
hours of daily swim prac-
tice, goes to an offsite lo-
cation for two more hours 
of diving practice, hopes 
to carry his career into col-
lege.

“I couldn’t have done 
it without my coaches, 
friends, and parents,” he 
said. “Special thanks to my 

swim coach, Brad Burget, 
and my diving coach, Marc 
Cahalane.”

This is senior Bagatur Askaryan’s second trip to Columbus for 
the State Swim Meet. Photo by Bradford Douglas. 

By Nam Nguyen
Additional reporting by 
Beachcomber staff
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The class of 2016 includes a strong group of college athletic prospects. This issue, The Beachcomber interviewed three senior 
athletes who have already committed to schools to continue their academic and athletic careers.

Senior Athletes Commit to Colleges

Maishe Dailey
Rutgers University - Basketball

What were your other offers?
I had twenty other offers, many from the MAC and other mid-ma-
jors. Northern Iowa was an offer I seriously considered.

What were the main factors that went into making your 
decision?
I’ve always been attracted to The Big Ten and I saw the opportu-
nity to join a team in the midst of rebuilding. I’m excited to grow 

with them.
Who influenced you to make your decision?
[I heard] many different opinions about where I should go, but 
my mom told me to go with my gut and choose what feels right 
regardless of everyone’s opinions. So ultimately the final decision 
was all mine. 

Looking back, what were some of the highlights of your 
athletic career at Beachwood?
Some highlights are going from the freshman team straight to var-
sity, and beating teams people didn’t expect us to beat, like War-
rensville and Garfield.

What are you going to study at your school?
I plan to study sports management.

Do you plan to play your sport after college?
My goal is to continue to play basketball on a professional level.

What are the skills you hope to improve on between now 
and next fall?
 I’ll be working to improve my ball handling and driving.

What do you already know about the team you’re going to 
play for in the sense of how the coaches and other players 
are? 
I know the team is pretty young, and we’ll get to play together for 
a few years. I know Coach Jordan has a good relationship with the 
players and the rest of the coaching staff.

Do you feel prepared to play at the next level?
I’m mentally prepared, but I know I have to get stronger and spend 
time in the weight room.               

Ronald 
Jones
Malone University

Football

What were your other offers?
Notre Dame College and Edinboro University. 

What were the main factors that went into making your 
decision?
The other recruits, and mainly their sports management program.

What are you looking forward to at your school?
Playing football at the next level and getting my degree.

Who influenced you to make your decision?
My high school football coach, and my family.

How did it feel after you made your decision final?
I was relieved and excited.

Looking back, what were some of the highlights of your 
athletic career at Beachwood?
At our first football game with Coach Creel against Gilmour Acad-
emy, I scored 4 touchdowns in the second half.

What are you going to study at your school?
Major in sports management and minor in physical therapy.

Do you plan to play your sport after college?
Yes, if I get the opportunity.

What are the skills you hope to improve on between now 
and next fall?
Speed and agility.

What do you already know about the team you’re going to 
play for in the sense of how the coaches and other players 
are?
I know the team is a great big family, and all the players and coach-
es are willing to help and do everything that is necessary to suc-
ceed. 

Jalen 
Davis
Lake Erie College 

Football

What were your other offers?
Northwood University, Wayne State University, Malone Univer-
sity, and Edinboro University.

What were the main factors that went into making your 
decision?
I wanted to be comfortable with the coaches and players, and 
also wanted a school with credible academics. 

Looking back, what were some of the highlights of your 
athletic career at Beachwood?
This past year as a whole; even though we went 1-9, I had some 
of the best moments of my life, and to top it off, I received all of 
my scholarship offers.
 
What are you going to study at your school?
I plan to do a double major in Finance and Sports Management.

What are the skills you hope to improve on between now 
and next fall?
I want to improve my speed and the overall skills at the Wide 
Receiver position, given that I really haven’t been taught to play 
receiver until this past football season. 

Do you plan to play your sport after college?
Ultimately, I do wish to play in the NFL but want to be in a 
position if where that doesn’t work out, I can have a nice job to 
support my future family.

What do you already know about the team you’re going to 
play for in the sense of how the coaches and other players 
are?
I know that the team has struggled this past year, but we are 
young, and we have a very strong recruiting class. Even though 
the football program at Lake Erie is young, the coaches have 
ambitions to be the best team in the country and I want to be a 
part of it. 

Do you feel prepared to play at the next level?
Yes, I feel prepared. I know it will be tough times, but I’m ready 
physically and mentally. 

From left: Jalen Davis, Coach Damion Creel and Ronald Jones after signing their letters of 
intent on Feb. 3. Photo by ProEventPhoto 

Photo by Bradford Douglas

By Aden Stern
Social Media Editor for Sports


