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Athletic Dept. Pushes Forward With Facility Upgrades

On Nov. 23rd, the Board 
of Education held a meet-
ing to discuss city-wide 
renovations of both ath-
letic facilities and schools. 

Superintendent Bob 
Hardis, School Board Presi-
dent Mitch Luxenburg and 
other school board mem-
bers presented their plan 
to renovate the athletic fa-
cilities, beginning with the 

football stadium. 
Beginning in Aug. 2016, 

district leaders hope to add 
turf, lights, a new track and 
even a new plaza where the 
concession stand is now. 

The long-awaited an-
nouncement was greeted 
with great excitement 
from Beachwood athletes 
and fans.

“I think it is great that 
we are finally getting field 
renovations,” football 
team captain Josh Bialosky 
said. “There’s nothing like a 

Friday night football game 
under the lights.”

Bialosky feels it will be 
great for the community 
as well. 

“Getting turf is great be-
cause we’ve played in some 
really muddy games, in-
cluding one where I broke 
my ankle due to the field 
conditions,” he added. “I 
will feel much safer once 
we are on turf.” 

According to the presen-
tation, the football field 
will have Envirofill turf, 
which appeared to be the 
best option, according to 
Athletic Director Ryan Pe-
ters.

“Typical turf which most 
schools have been using 
is made up of ground up 
rubber,” Peters explained. 
“Envirofill is a sand-based 
product… Cleveland Hts. 
High school just installed 
it last year, and it seems to 
be more eco-friendly.”

The turf will decrease 

risk of injury. The football 
field will also be used for 
soccer and women’s la-
crosse when the games are 
not overlapping. This was 
not the case in the past, as 
both the boys and girls soc-
cer teams had to play in the 
fields behind the middle 
school instead.

Football fans have been 
pushing for stadium lights 
for many years, but now, 
for the first time, the Board 
of Education has endorsed 
their installation.

The lights would allow 
evening football games, 
but would also benefit oth-
er activities where lights 
are needed such as soccer 
and lacrosse. 

The track will also be re-
surfaced.

According to Peters, this 
was last done five or six 
years ago.

“The track is at the end 
of its life,” he said. “It’s not 
a great surface any more.” 

He noted that it is start-
ing to crack and grass is 
growing through.

“New tracks typically 
last  between 10-15 years, 
maybe longer,” Peters add-
ed. “The new track will be a 
little softer, which will help 
prevent injuries.” 

Finally, there will be a 
new plaza around the field 
which will include new 
paths, fencing and easy 
access for people with dis-
abilities, to make the fa-
cilities compliant with the 
Americans with Disabili-
ties Act (ADA).

Peters noted many ad-
vantages to the new plaza.

“First of all, we can have 
gates for better security,” 
he said. “We can collect en-
try fees, which we are not 
able to do right now with 
soccer.” 

“It will also give us great-
er ability to secure our fa-
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Consolidation at the Fairmount site would require voter approval of a bond levy in 2017 or 2018, right around the time that an unrelated operating levy is also planned for the ballot. The Bryden 
elementary building, pictured above, and Hilltop elementary were both built in 1956. Photo by Bradford Douglas.
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In a joint presentation 
on Nov. 16, Superinten-
dent Bob Hardis and Trea-
surer Michele Mills gave 
two possible visions of the 
future for Beachwood City 
Schools.

One vision involves 
spending millions to reno-
vate the current structure 
of the elementary schools, 
while the other, for about 
the same amount of mon-
ey, offers a dramatic shift 
into the future for both the 
city and the district. 

“Ms. Mills and I, having 
considered all aspects of 
the future of our elemen-
tary buildings, have de-
termined that our recom-
mendation to the Board 
of Education is to proceed 
with consolidating our el-
ementary schools,” he said. 

The consolidation of the 
facilities at Bryden Elemen-

tary School, Hilltop Elemen-
tary School and Fairmount 
Early Childhood Center into 
one school on the Fairmount 
site is one aspect of this new 
arrangement. 

The Bryden property 
would be sold off to a hous-
ing developer, and the Hill-
top property would trans-
form into a hub for district 
athletic facilities.

The state of the Hilltop 
and Bryden buildings were 
an important consideration.

“The main factor was the 
age of the buildings,” he 
said. “They were both built 
in 1956, and their needs, 
[such as] infrastructure, 
are what drove looking at 
potentially consolidating 
instead of renovating.” 

Efficiency was another 
factor.

“Consolidation makes 
sense because operating three 
separate buildings instead of 
one one is inherently ineffi-
cient,” Hardis added.

Renovation, if chosen, 
could indeed prove costly 
in both time and money.

It would involve an expen-
diture of $34.7 million and 
would require gutting and 
renovating classrooms, as-
bestos abatement, repairing 
brick veneer, floors, as well 
as heating and cooling sys-
tems among other things.

This does not take into ac-
count the potential discov-
ery of more problems with 
the buildings, which would 
involve even more time and 
money to the renovation of 
nearly 60-year-old facilities. 

Consolidation at the 
Fairmount site would re-
quire voter approval of a 
bond levy in 2017 or 2018, 
right around the time that 
an unrelated operating 
levy is also planned for the 
ballot.

The project would also 
require an initial expendi-
ture of $35.7 million dol-
lars, some of which will 

be offset by the sale of the 
Bryden property.

The need for an operat-
ing levy on the ballot is 
partly due to the phase 
out of revenue from the 
tangible personal property 
tax (TPP), which currently 
provides about $1.87 mil-
lion dollars to the district.

According to Mills, the 
TPP is being phased out by 
the state government to 
the tune of about $636,000 
a year, with the 15-16 
school year being the first 
year of this process. 

This process is being 
slowed by Ohio Senate Bill 
208, which introduced a 
supplement reinstating 
96% of the combined TPP 
losses for both the 15/16 
and 16/17 school years.

The TPP is scheduled to 
phase out at the beginning 
of the 19/20 school year, 
with the supplement dis-
appearing at the beginning 
of the following year.

In layman’s terms, all 
funding related to the TPP 
will be gone at the begin-
ning of the 20/21 school 
year, which makes a levy 
necessary by that time.

Hardis is confident that 
Beachwood voters would 
continue to support the 
district, even if they don’t 
have children in the affect-
ed schools.

“I am very confident that 
the voters of Beachwood 
will support the schools. 
They always have in the 
past,” he said. “We have 
unbelievable community 
support.”

However, in order to 
earn public support on this 
issue, district leaders will 
work to convince voters 
that consolidation is the 
better option.

“We need to go out there 
and explain... why the best 
financial and educational 
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a regular Chipotle custom-
er, has faith that the ex-
tra cleaning measures are 

enough to prevent future 
illness.

“The E. coli hasn’t af-
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Bernie Sanders Appeals to Young Voters at Cleveland State Rally

Last night, thousands 
gathered at Cleveland 
State University’s Wolstein 

Center to “Feel the Bern.”
The crowd at the Bernie 

Sanders rally was enthusi-
astic; cheers and applause 
followed every single state-

ment made by the Demo-
cratic presidential hopeful. 
People of all ages, genders 
and ethnicities came to-
gether to support Sanders 
by holding up signs sport-
ing phrases such as “Bern 
Baby Bern,” “Millenial + 
My Dad for Bernie” and of 
course, “Feel the Bern.”

Senator Sanders was in-
troduced by Nina Turner, 
former Ohio State Senator. 
Turner has been a long-
time supporter of Hill-
ary Clinton, and recently 
switched sides to endorse 
Sanders. In her introduc-
tion, she stressed that 
“enough is enough,” re-
garding issues such as the 
minimum wage, student 
debt and racial discrimina-
tion.

When Sanders stepped 
up to the podium, the 
crowd erupted in cheers, 

By Sydney Eisenberg
Editor-at-Large

Bernie Sanders spoke at the Wolstein Center on Nov. 16. 
Photo by Sydney Eisenberg.

Just a few short weeks 
after receiving their holi-
day presents, BHS stu-
dents are accustomed 
to returning from their 
breaks to receive another 
gift: Final exams. 

However, the issue of 
whether students should 
take these exams before or 
after break has been a re-
cent topic of conversation. 

“This year, they will defi-
nitely be after break like 
always, as reflected by the 
school calendar,” Principal 
Dr. Ed Klein said. 

However, Klein said that 
exam week will occur prior 
to break in the 2016-17 
school year. 

Klein considered hold-
ing finals prior to break for 
the 2015-16 school year, 
but he and other school 
administrators ultimately 

dropped the idea. 
The principal said that 

such a decision for this 
year would not have given 
teachers enough time to 
properly adjust their pace 
of instruction. 

He added that it would 
impact students as well, 
particularly those who 
were already planning to 
leave early for vacation 
over winter break. 

“Attendance numbers 
are generally lower for the 
few days prior to the start 
of winter break,” he said.

Klein said he feels that 
holding finals prior to 
break will be beneficial to 
students in the long run.

“[Moving finals to De-
cember will allow] students 
to actually get a break from 
school and enjoy it,” he 
said. “It will also prepare 
them for the college atmo-
sphere, because in college, 
they will take their exams 

before break.” 
Junior Yuke Zheng said 

he is skeptical of the sched-
ule alteration. 

“I think we should [con-
tinue to] have finals after 
winter break, because it 
will [otherwise] hurt the 
alignment with [Advanced 
Placement] exams and not 
give teachers enough time 
to teach the material,” 
Zheng said. 

Of course, the AP 
exam dates are always 
set in stone, and can’t be 
changed.

Zheng said he does not 
feel pre-break exams will 
alleviate student stress. 
If anything, he argued, it 
could increase anxiety lev-
els. 

“[This] would make the 
weeks leading up to finals 
in December a lot more 
stressful than having 
[more time to study over] 
break,” he noted. 

By Philip Schnee
Sports Editor
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Fall Semester Exams Will Move to December Next School Year

However, he did concede 
to some of Klein’s views. 

“Finals before winter 
break would make the 
break a lot less stressful,” 
Zheng said.

Zheng said that winter 
break seems like a logical 
reset button for a new se-
mester for students, teach-
ers and administrators 

alike. 
In contrast to Zheng’s 

opinion, junior Josh Bi-
alosky said that he would 
like to take his final exams 
before winter break, rather 
than after.

“There is no benefit to 
having them after break. 
It’s called a break for a rea-
son. Students shouldn’t 

have to study and stress 
out over something for 
those two weeks,” he said.

Of course, the teachers 
at BHS bring their own 
perspective the issue. 

“I don’t have a personal 
preference on when they 
are. But, for students, it is 
better to have them before 
break,” English teacher 
Casey Matthews said. 

“The extra time is a ben-
efit. But, if they were be-
fore winter break, it’s not 
something you [would] 
have to worry about,” she 
explained.

Klein noted that nearly 
every other school in the 
Greater Cleveland area 
holds exam week prior to 
winter break. While pace 
of instruction may change 
as a result, this adjustment 
should generally produce 
positive results, he argued. 

loudly chanting “Ber-nie!”
He began his speech by 

passionately denouncing 
the attacks in Paris and 
condemning politicians 
who use acts of terror to 
further their own political 
agenda.

“Now is not the time for 
cheap political talk, or try-
ing to take political advan-
tage of this difficult mo-
ment,” he said.

Additionally, Sanders 
made it a point that Ameri-
cans should not respond to 
the violence with racism, 
hatred or Islamophobia.

“We will not turn our 
backs on the refugees,” he 
said.

Many BHS students and 
alumnae attended the ral-
ly, along with thousands of 
other high school and col-
lege students. The issues 
Sanders addressed are very 

relevant to young people. 
He expressed his concern 
regarding the absurdly 
high price of a college edu-
cation and proposed free 
tuition for all public uni-
versities.

The crowd showed mas-
sive support for the can-
didate’s statements about 
how hard it is for young 
people to find jobs, even 
with a high school or col-
lege degree. He empha-
sized the correlation be-
tween unemployment and 
crime for people in their 
20s. As a solution, Sand-
ers suggested that the US 
should cut some of the 
money spent on jails and 
spend more on education.

With issues of racism 
roiling college campuses 
around the country, many 
in the crowd responded 
emotionally when Sanders 

referenced the issue, and 
hit home when he brought 
up Tamir Rice. Members of 
the audience shouted “That 
ain’t right!” and “That’s 
the truth,” when the sena-
tor drew attention to in-
stitutionalized racism in 
America.

Because much of Sand-
ers’ stump speech is di-
rectly relevant for people 
in their late teens and early 
twenties, he has inspired 
a lot of passion in young 
people.

2011 BHS graduate Lisa 
Friedman, now a law stu-
dent at Case, attended the 
rally. She stressed how im-
portant it is for young vot-
ers to get to the polls.

“Encourage as many of 
your friends to vote as you 
can,” she said. “The future 
of our country really is in 
your hands.”

Students React as E. Coli Scare Linked to Legacy Chipotle Location

From mid-October to 
early-November, three 
Chipotle Mexican Grill lo-
cations in Ohio were linked 
to a recent E. coli outbreak, 
including the Legacy Vil-
lage location, which is 
frequented by Beachwood 
students. 

Freshman Johnny 
Marks has changed his 
outlook on the restaurant 
chain since hearing about 
the outbreak.

“I went to Chipotle of-
ten last spring after base-
ball practice,” he said. “I 
don’t want to go anymore 
because of the E. coli out-
break.” 

Chipotle has said they 
have taken numerous mea-
sures to enhance their food 
safety. According to Chipo-
tle’s Dec. 10 Food Safety 
Update, the chain has con-
ducted “deep cleaning” in 
all restaurants worldwide, 
and has replaced all ingre-
dients. 

Senior Cameron Krantz, 

fected how much I eat at 
Chipotle,” he said. “I think 
I’ve had it twice since No-
vember,” he said. 

Many are wondering 
what specifically caused 
the outbreak. Due to the 
immense amounts of pro-
duce they serve in their 
restaurants daily, Chipotle 
has not been able to deter-
mine the source, according 
to their most recent press 
release. However, they are 
assuring customers that 
Chipotle is safe to eat, and 
any ingredient that could 

have potentially been 
linked to the e coli incident 
is out of the supply chain. 

Many students, includ-
ing junior Cameron Um-
bleby, are anticipating the 
opening of the new loca-
tion at ETON Chagrin Bou-
levard in Woodmere. 

“I haven’t eaten at the 
Legacy Chipotle since I 
heard about the E. coli,” 
she said. “But, I plan on go-
ing to the new one when it 
opens [at] ETON.” 

By Sydney Eisenberg
Staff Writer
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cilities in an effort to make 
things safer,” Peters added. 
“Also, the press box will 
be on the ground floor. It 
will be easier to access and 
it will be bigger, which is 
needed.” 

These improvements will 
help other teams as well.

“As an athlete, I have 
been waiting for this my 
whole high school career,” 
said junior Maya Granot, 
who plays both lacrosse 
and soccer. “I think this 
renovation is needed.”

Granot also noted that 
renovated fields should re-
duce injuries.

“The new athletic reno-
vations will improve the 
experience for lacrosse and 
soccer teams, and it will 
be better to play on new 
turf,” said  junior Cameron 

Umpleby, who also plays 
lacrosse and soccer. “The 
turf is going to be awesome 
and will [reduce] injuries.”

The stadium lights, turf, 
track and plaza represent 
only the first stage of this 
$10,569,651 project.

The board is hoping to 
upgrade other outdoor 
athletic facilities in the fu-
ture. 

“It is my understanding 
that there is no specific 
timeline established for 
anything after the stadium 
renovation,” Peters said. 
“The administration is 
evaluating funding options 
for it as well as evaluat-
ing the process of how the 
project will be completed.” 

One goal is to upgrade 
athletic fields with new 
paved paths, a lightning 
shelter and scoreboards 
where they are needed. 

Another athletic depart-

ment goal is to rehab both 
the infield and outfield of 
the baseball stadium with 
new fencing, a new back-
stop, as well as new irriga-
tion and drainage systems. 

The high school softball 
field will be getting a new 
stadium too, which in-
cludes brand new stands, 
a press box, dugouts, fenc-
ing and a backstop. Along 
with all of those updates, 
the field will also have an 
upgraded irrigation system 
and upgraded drainage. 

“I think that it will be ex-
citing for future teams be-
cause now we will have fans 
come to our games instead 
of just parents. I also hope 
there are no more bonfires 
on our field,” junior Lauren 
Miller, who plays softball 
for the softball team.

Because the practice 
fields have been overused 
in the past, the board plans 

to split up space in the out-
field of the baseball field 
and the field behind the 
middle school to make new 
practice space. These new 
fields will create alternate 
places for competition 
with improved irrigation 
and drainage.

The infields of the base-
ball and softball practice 
fields and Fairmount fields 
are also slated to be re-
habbed at some point, also 
with improved irrigation 
and drainage so that the 
occasionally brutal Ohio 
weather does not prevent 
the teams from competing. 

“I’m excited because I 
know the football team 
uses the baseball outfield 
for practice and during the 
baseball season some of 
left field doesn’t even have 
grass on it so this should 
improve the quality of the 
field by a lot,” sophomore 

Ben Connor said. “I’m real-
ly excited about all of these 
renovations and it’s just 
nice to know that there are 
going to be improvements 
to our facilities.” 

Of course, there are even 
more renovations planned. 
The Board also has plans 
for Hilltop Elementary 
School. If the elemen-
tary consolidation goes as 
planned, they also plan to 
upgrade the baseball and 
softball fields, while also 
flipping them so they face 
away from each other and 
adding paths and shelters. 
These fields are for youth 
leagues and recreational 
use.

To top it all off, the High 
School’s pool will be reno-
vated. The pool was built 
in 1980, and it’s in need 
of  some major changes. 
On the exterior, a new roof 
system will be added, as 

well as new siding, brick 
tuckpointing and sealing. 
On the interior, the board 
plans to replace windows, 
clean and seal the roof 
deck, repaint and add a 
ticket and concessions 
booth. 

The locker rooms in the 
pool will be updated as 
well. The deck will be re-
placed, along with a new 
floor, new lockers, toilets, 
sinks and showers. The 
locker room will also be 
made ADA accessible. 

The pool renovation is 
estimated to cost a total of 
$1,644,900. 

If the excitement of the 
student-athletes is any in-
dication, the future of Bi-
son athletics is very bright, 
for both those participat-
ing on the field and the 
spectators.

BHS Drama Program Lacks Director and  Performance Space

Students who seek an 
outlet for creative expres-
sion can no longer turn to 
the BHS drama program. 
At least, not for the 2015-
16 school year. 

“There is no drama de-
partment this year,” Prin-
cipal Dr. Ed Klein said. “It 
[is] a matter of space and 
student interest.” 

Since the retirement of 
long-time director Sheila 
Heyman, district officials 
have struggled to retain 
someone to lead the pro-
gram. 

“We have changed direc-
tors, pretty much all of my 
high school career,” senior 
Devan Peavy said. She has 
been heavily involved with 
the program since her 
freshman year. 

Heyman, who was em-
ployed by the district in 
1987, then from 1994 to 
2013, wrote in an email 
interview that she directed 
a total of 39 productions 

during her tenure. 
Beachwood native Pierre 

Brault, who succeeded 
Heyman in the 2013-14 
school year, resigned after 
a mere eight months. 

Peavy said Brault pro-
posed Bert Royal’s Dog 
Sees God: Confessions of a 
Teenage Blockhead as the 
spring production. 

“I said it wasn’t going to 
be appropriate,” Klein ex-
plained. Peavy noted that 
several parents had agreed. 
The production touches on 
drug use, teen violence, 
sexual identity and other 
issues. 

It was at this point 
Brault resigned, Peavy ex-
plained. 

Justin Steck succeeded 
Brault in the 2014-15 
school year, but left after 
just one year. 

Drama students are also 
struggling with the lack of 
a performance space, as 
the BHS auditorium un-
dergoes renovations. 

The auditorium, which 
has been closed to the 

public since the 2012-13 
school year, is slated for 
completion by Aug. 2016. 

In the interim, recent 
drama productions have 
been held in the communi-
ty room, which Klein said 
is not conducive to holding 
performances. 

“We felt the community 
room wasn’t serving our 
best needs,” Klein said. 

The room most often 
serves as a space for staff 
meetings, small student 
assemblies and community 
events. 

Heyman explained that 
district administrators 
disposed of nearly all of 
the drama program’s props 
and set-building materials 
in late 2014. 

“Granted, there were 
pieces of furniture that were 
damaged and could have 
been tossed, but to throw 
everything out is a decision 
I couldn’t, and still can’t, 
comprehend.” she wrote. 

Klein said Heyman had 
been instructed multiple 
times to remove the items 

from the building, as the 
Beachwood Fire Depart-
ment had deemed them to 
be a fire hazard. 

He explained that the 
district did not dispose of 
items that would be dif-
ficult to find again, should 
they ever be needed for fu-
ture productions. The ma-
jority of discarded items 
were ones the district felt 
were no longer fit for use. 

However, Peavy is pri-
marily concerned over the 
lack of interest in a school-
sponsored drama program.

“We’re left with a re-
building process for stu-
dents,” Peavy said. “We 
were going to [organize it] 
ourselves, but there has … 
always been a lack of par-
ticipation.” 

Klein agreed. 
“We’ve … found that our 

students [who] are inter-
ested in drama … have a 
variety of means to hone 
those skills [outside of 
BHS],” he said. Such op-
portunities, Klein added, 
include the Beachwood 

Recreation Community 
Theater and the Excel 
TECC program at the Cha-
grin Falls Performing Arts 
Academy.

While it may be too late 
for Peavy and her senior 
classmates, she expressed 
optimism for the pro-
gram’s future. 

“[I hope] someone picks 
it back up, or the school 
provides a director,” she 
said. 

Heyman concurred. 
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By Grant Gravagna
Editor-in-Chief

“I think it is vital that 
a high school have an in-
house theater program,” 
she wrote. 

“Drama Club has always 
been a place where stu-
dents of all levels of talent, 
intelligence, social adept-
ness and special needs stu-
dents were all treated with 
respect and support and 
accepted as equals,” Hey-
man noted. 

On Jun. 26th the Su-
preme Court ruled in the 
landmark 5-4 decision of 
Obergefell v. Hodges that 
the fourteen states that 
did not allow gays and les-
bians previously to wed 
would need to do so.

Following the ruling, 
which affects Ohio, com-
munity institutions such 
as schools and religious or-
ganizations have adjusted 
to this new social norm.

For instance, it is still 
up to religious institutions 
and clergy to decide if 
they will actually perform 
ceremonies for same-sex 
couples.

“I definitely support 
the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion,” said sophomore An-
gela Wang, a member of 
BHS Gay-Straight Alliance. 
“People should be able to do 
what they want and marry 
whom they want.”

“Of course I support 
the decision,” sophomore 
Sridhar Uppalapati agreed. 
“People should have the 
right to marry whoever they 
want and be treated equally 
regardless of sexuality.”

“And furthermore, I’m 

in GSA,” Uppalapati con-
tinued. “And I can say for 
sure that the Supreme 
Court decision boosted our 
morale. We were all very 
happy about it.”

Staff have shown their 
support as well.

“I do support it,” so-
cial studies teacher Greg 
Deegan said. “I only hesi-
tate to say it because I’m 
an AP government teacher, 
and I try my best not to 
let my own political view-
points be shown, but I 
think that marriage is a 
fundamental right. That 
that decision solidified an 
important step for LGBT 
community towards equal-
ity.”

“Since the decision,” 
Deegan continued. “I 
haven’t really noticed any-
thing huge. But I do think 
that for the GSA in partic-
ular and for people I know 
who are openly gay or 
transgender, there seems 
to be a greater level of se-
curity and acceptance, but 
it is without fanfare.”

In September, The Plain 
Dealer surveyed area reli-
gious groups and ministers 
to ask if they will conduct 
same-sex marriages. While 
some have already begun 

to do so others refuse.
Episcopalians voted in 

July during their national 
assembly to allow religious 
ceremonies for same-sex 
couples in their churches. 
However, they gave their 
ministers the option to 
refuse to perform the cer-
emonies if they so choose.

According to The Plain 
Dealer, the Reverend Peter 
Faass of Christ Episcopal 
Church in Shaker Heights 
is choosing to perform 
same-sex marriage cer-
emonies.

“Our denomination, dio-
cese and congregation for 
many years now have been 
very open to LGBT people 
in the life of the church 
and congregation,” Faass 
told The Plain Dealer. “We 
take a different interpreta-
tion on the parts of the Bi-
ble that condemn this. We 
rely heavily on the Gospel 
teachings of love.”

The Unitarian denomi-
nation has also made the 
decision to perform same-
sex marriages as well.

The U.S. Presbyterian 
Church passed an amend-
ment in approval of same-
sex marriage last Novem-
ber. According to Senior 
Presbyterian Pastor John 

Lentz of Forest Hill Church, 
a congregation in Cleveland 
Heights, his church will con-
duct same-sex ceremonies.

“As I told the press 
shortly after the Supreme 
Court ruling was an-
nounced, I see a wedding 
as a public and religious 
commitment,” he wrote in 
an email. “Doing same-sex 
marriages is the same. It 
just requires some changes 
in the wedding liturgy; for 
example, we would simply 
have to replace the words 
‘man and wife’ with some-
thing more fitting.”

Unlike the Episcopalian, 
Evangelical Lutheran, Pres-
byterian, Antioch Baptist 
and Unitarian churches, 
some denominations have 
not welcomed the decision.

For example, the Catho-
lic Church believes mar-
riage is a union strictly be-
tween a man and woman. 
The Diocese of Cleveland 
said in a statement that 
they will uphold their tra-
ditions.

“The Catholic Church re-
mains steadfast in its com-
mitment to promote and 
defend marriage: defined 
as the union of one man 
and one woman,” the state-
ment said.

In addition, Imam Abbas 
Ahmad of First Cleveland 
Mosque in Cleveland, said 
he won’t perform same-
sex marriage ceremonies 
either.

“We believe that mar-
riage can only be between 
a man and a woman,” Ah-
mad told The Plain Dealer. 
“Homosexuality is consid-
ered in Islam to be a major 
sin.”

Leaders at some local 
Reform Judaism congrega-
tions, a tradition that has 
supported LGBT rights, 
will also perform same-sex 
marriage ceremonies.

“It is simply the right 
thing to do,” Rabbi Steven 
Denker told the Plain Deal-
er in July. Rabbi Denker is 
from Temple Emanu El in 
Orange Village, a Reform 
Jewish congregation. “For 
a long time, we recognized 
committed same-sex rela-
tionships.”

“We recognized them 
when they had their kids in 
our schools and when one 
of them died at a funeral,” 
he said. “If we can acknowl-
edge them in death, we 
can certainly acknowledge 
them in life with marriage 
and give them their rights 
as human beings.”

Rabbi Allison Vann of 
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami 
in Beachwood and Rabbi 
Enid Lader of Beth Israel-
The West Temple on Cleve-
land’s west side said they 
will also perform same-
sex marriage ceremonies 
at their respective Reform 
Jewish congregations.

In Pepper Pike, Rabbi 
Joshua Skoff of Park Syna-
gogue told the Northeast 
Ohio Media Group  his 
modern Conservative syna-
gogue is shaping its liturgy 
for same-sex ceremonies. 
Shortly after the Supreme 
Court’s decision, he released 
a statement saying that Ju-
daism always has words for 
moments in people’s lives.

“What changes really is 
you’re able to call it a wed-
ding in Ohio,” the state-
ment said. “And no wed-
ding should be considered 
a bad thing.”

“As I said, the diversity 
here in Beachwood makes 
me feel supported and 
the cause more supported 
than at any other school,” 
Paulchell concluded. “I’ve 
been at public and private 
schools, but I’ve never felt 
this sort of acceptance or 
equality from anywhere 
else.”

Community Adjusts to Supreme Court’s Gay Marriage Ruling 
By Jinle Zhu
Features Editor

decision for this communi-
ty is going to be to consoli-
date elementary schools 
into a new addition on the 
Fairmount site,” he said.

Consolidation would also 
entail the use of Ohio Facili-
ties Construction Commis-
sion funding, which would 
reimburse the district up to 
five percent up to a certain 
amount of square footage, 
on a room by room basis. 

This reimbursement would 
not come for at least a couple 
years after the construction, 
due to the OFCC’s reimburse-
ment process, which priori-
tizes based on need.

Because Beachwood is 
a more affluent district 
when compared to a large 
portion of Ohio communi-
ties, it would be near the 
end of the reimbursement 
list. However, once reim-
bursement is promised, it 
is guaranteed.

This means that the dis-
trict and the city must be 
ready to fund the consoli-
dation on its own.

However, the proposal to 
potentially consolidate is 
not without concerns from 
residents. These concerns 
seem to fall into two cat-
egories. 

The first is education-
oriented.

“Some people like hav-

ing two smaller elemen-
tary schools with just three 
grades,” Hardis said. “They 
like that Bryden has grades 
K-2, and that Hilltop has 
grades 3-5; they like that 
these buildings have 300 
kids in them and that they 
feel small.” 

The second is focused on 
what would become of the 
Bryden property.

“They want to know that 
what gets built there even-
tually doesn’t decrease the 
value of their home.” he 
said.

Hardis wants to reassure 
residents. 

“What we intend to do 
is protect that property so 
that single family homes 

are built there,” he said. 
“So that [when] the prop-
erty is auctioned off, it is 
auctioned off under the 
strict conditions that the 
only thing that can be built 
there is a single family 
housing development.” 

“We hope that it attracts 
new families into Beach-
wood,” he said.

The potential sale of the 
Bryden property, valued 
conservatively at $1 mil-
lion dollars, would bridge 
the gap in expenditures 
between consolidation and 
renovation, as well as gen-
erate an estimated $125,00 
in annual tax revenue.

Consolidation is likely to 
result in staff adjustments, 

including some layoffs.
“We anticipate that there 

will be some jobs [with 
consolidation] that will be-
come redundant,” Hardis 
said. “There would be a few 
layoffs, probably across all 
classifications of staff.” 

“We are going to look for 
the most efficient and ef-
fective way of running our 
schools, [while also consid-
ering] what the impact on 
education will be,” he said. 

Should consolidation oc-
cur, Hardis said great care 
will be placed on choosing 
the most appropriate con-
tractors.

“Selecting the right peo-
ple for the work is of criti-
cal importance.” he added.

Hardis said he is pleased 
by the reception the pro-
posal has received so far.

“Generally speaking, the 
feedback I have heard has 
been positive,” he said. 
“They have said that the 
presentation [Mills] and 
I gave was very thorough, 
and laid out clearly why 
consolidation makes so 
much sense.” 

The first community 
Q&A session on consolida-
tion and athletic facilities 
project will be held at Fair-
mount on Jan. 25 at 6:30 
p.m., prior to the Board of 
Education meeting at 7:30 
p.m.

School Consolidation 
Continued from Pg. 1
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Anarchy swept the city 
of Paris, France on Nov. 19 
as a series of coordinated 
terrorist attacks by the 
Islamic radical group ISIS 
left 130 people dead and 
368 wounded, according to 
The Guardian.

On Dec. 2, a married 
Muslim couple, armed with 
semi-automatic weapons, 
opened fire on a group of 
county health workers in 
San Bernardino, Calif., kill-
ing 14, wounding 23 and 
turning the guns on them-
selves. This shooting, too, 
was apparently inspired by 
ISIS, with the organization 
itself describing the couple 
as “supporters” of their 
cause.

Americans are forced to 
rally, once again, to con-
front an enemy that has 
attacked within our own 
borders.

“Our success will not 
depend on tough talk or 
abandoning our values or 
giving in to fear,” President 
Barack Obama said in a 
Dec. 5th  address from the 
Oval Office. “Instead, we 
will prevail by being strong 
and smart, resilient and re-
lentless.”

These horrifying events 
also brought Middle East 
instability to the forefront 
of issues in the 2016 Presi-
dential Election.

Candidates from both 
sides of the political spec-
trum claim they have their 
own plans to put in place, 
if elected. But would any of 
them actually work?

By Alex Cala
Opinion Editor

This 1993 CIA map depicts Middle East oil and gas reserves. 
Image Source: CIA via Wikimedia Commons.

Western Intervention in Middle East Fuels the Fire of Terrorism

In a Nov. 19 speech, 
Democratic candidate and 
former Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton advocated 
a no-fly zone over Syria, 
along with an intensified 
number of air strikes on 
areas controlled by ISIS. 
She voiced her opposition 
to the deployment of U.S. 
ground troops to Syria, 
even in the event of a ter-
rorist attack on American 
soil.

She noted that, if elect-
ed, she would be willing 
to open U.S. borders to an 
additional 55,000 Syrian 
refugees, increasing the to-
tal number of refugees to 
65,000. This is the morally 
upstanding thing to do, 
but might not be politically 
savvy, given the circum-
stances.

Paranoia about infiltra-
tion of the U.S. by terror 
groups is at an all-time 

high after one of the Paris 
bombers reportedly en-
tered Europe with a Syrian 
passport. 

31 governors have said 
they don’t intend to allow 
refugees into their states. 
These statements only fuel 
the xenophobia of the elec-
torate.

U.S. Sen. Bernie Sand-
ers, also seeking the 
Democratic nomination, 
agreed with Clinton, stat-
ing the U.S. should com-
bat ISIS with the help of 
a broad coalition includ-
ing Western and regional 
Islamic powers. Sanders 
warned against the George 
W. Bush administration’s 
mistake of sending ground 
troops too quickly into the 
region. 

These are pragmatic pro-
posals that would do much 
to stop the spread of ISIS 
influence in the region.

However, the plans pro-
posed by the Republican 
candidates lack such real-
ism.

Donald Trump, echo-
ing others in his party, has 
admitted that if elected, 
he would consider send-
ing 10,000 troops to the 
region, shutting down 
mosques in the United 
States and, along with 
candidate Dr. Ben Carson, 
would consider bringing 
back waterboarding as a 
way of extracting intel 
from prisoners. 

He also recently pro-
posed blocking the entry 
of all Muslims into the 
United States, something 
which blatantly violates 
the 1st amendment.

No matter how ISIS is 
dealt with, one thing is 
clear: It would be disas-
trous if the U.S. repeated 
the same mistakes we 
made in the Middle East 
historically, most recently 
in the Iraq War, but also 
in other cases from Iran in 
the 1950s to post-9/11 Af-
ghanistan. 

Republican proposals 
would result in a never-
ending cycle feeding back 
into radical Islamic hatred 

for the U.S. and fueling the 
formation of more radical 
Islamic terrorist groups.

That will not happen, un-
fortunately, until the U.S. 
finds another source for 
the 12.9% of our crude oil 
that is currently imported 
from the Middle East.

This might not seem like 
a large percentage when 
compared to the percep-
tion, but this still repre-
sents over one-eighth of 
the oil supply.

The cases mentioned 
above were obviously fu-
eled by U.S. thirst for oil, as 
instability and weakened 
American influence in the 
region usually result in 
higher oil and gas prices, as 
seen during the mid-1970s 
oil crisis.

It is important that we 
solve this issue, because 
freeing ourselves from a 
dependence on Middle 
Eastern oil would mean 
that we could finally stop 
taking such interest in a 
region of the world that is, 
most of the time, clearly 
not very pro-American, 
and most likely will not be 
for awhile.

The trend seems to be 
that the more we inter-

vene, the more momen-
tum is given to extremist 
groups such as ISIS.

If we reach this point 
and withdraw from the 
region, only intervening 
when it is absolutely nec-
essary (the situation with 
ISIS falls under this um-
brella), with time, we can 
begin to heal our relation-
ship with the Middle East, 
ushering in a new era of 
cooperation based on true 
friendship, not just mu-
tual interest.

A relationship of this na-
ture, unlike the currently 
one, would provide more 
opportunities to reverse 
the trend in which growing 
numbers of young Mus-
lims have turned to radical 
groups such as ISIS, and 
prevent the formation of 
more such groups.

Some day, a time will 
come where the U.S. is not 
even partially dependent 
on oil from the Middle 
East. Such a day will come 
where we realize that so 
many of our past interven-
tions in the Middle East 
to attempt to make things 
better, more often than 
not, made things worse. 

Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) lines 
have become the most 
miserable part of airplane 
travel.

You enter the maze of 
black guiding tape, and you 
find yourself sandwiched 
between a businessman 
who won’t move up even 
though there is practically 
a yard of space because he’s 
glued to his smartphone 
and a family of eight be-
hind you of whom every 
member is crying.

Every. Single. One.  
However, there is a way 

to bypass this ritual. If the 
almighty TSA puts a “TSA 
pre-check” on your board-
ing pass, you get to skip 
the line.

Of course, even these 
lucky few have to face the 
foreboding agent who 
looks down her nose at 
your ticket and ID with a 
look of disapproval for all 
your life choices.

Once you get to the 
agent, she scribbles on 
your boarding pass, and 
you ignore how that frown-
ing and displeased face 
makes the guard look ex-
actly like your mother. (Or 
maybe that’s just me, but 
nevermind…)

You take off your shoes 
and put all your luggage 
into bins and onto the 
conveyor belt. You assume 
that they are scanning 
carefully for explosives, 
scissors, and hand cream 
that is more than 3.4 ounc-

es. Or, as it in my case, an 
entire bottle of sunscreen 
that I totally forgot was in 
my carry-on.

Yet reports are now com-
ing in that this is not true. 
According to ABC News, 
who first broke the story 
in June, the TSA has failed 
95 percent of the time to 
prevent a potential explo-
sive from getting through 
the machine. These tests 
were conducted by Home-
land Security agents who 
posed as passengers and 
learned very quickly that 
they didn’t have to try that 
hard.

The article goes on to 
say that in one of the 70 
tests that took place, a fake 
passenger set off the mag-
netometer, the big metal 
detector that you have to 
walk through, and the TSA 
agent still failed to find the 
fake explosive that was 
taped to his back during 
the pat down.

George Leef, a contribu-
tor for Forbes Magazine, 
examined  the economics 
of the TSA in an op/ed pub-
lished last year. He asked a 
valid question: “Keeping 
dangerous people off air-

planes is unquestionably 
important, but is it wise to 
entrust this to a federal bu-
reaucracy?”

But in our country, there 
is no other way we could 
do it. For the most part, 
Americans respect federal 
agents in uniform. If there 
was not even a semblance 
of a federal presence at the 

airport, who knows what 
could happen?

But on the other hand, 
this agency is not efficient.

In the same article, Leef 
details how in 2011 the 
TSA spent nearly $1 bil-
lion dollars on implement-
ing the then cutting edge 
technology of the Rapiscan 
Secure 1000. This was the 

machine that was going to 
make all other airport se-
curity machines obsolete 
because it simply took an 
X-Ray of your entire body.

Yet, in this academic 
study presented at a secu-
rity conference in 2014, 
anyone who knew a little 
bit about the machine 
could get past it by hiding 
the contraband in a unique 
place, obstructing the 
scanner’s view with more 
fabric, or shaping it the 
right way. Not only is this 
scan very invasive, but it is 
extremely expensive and 
ineffective.

According to Time Mag-
azine, the TSA has spent 
more than $2 billion to im-
prove screening. How is it 
possible that a government 
agency can spend such co-
pious amounts of money 
on our nation’s security 
and still fail to make a fool-
proof system?

In light of the prolifera-
tion of guns and the mass 
shootings that happen 
on a weekly basis in this 
country, the TSA’s job has 
become a lot harder. In 
the investigation of the 
radical Islamist perpetra-

tors of the San Bernardino 
shooting, the FBI found 
an armory of weapons in 
the suspects’ basement, 
including dozens of pipe 
bombs and thousands of 
rounds of ammunition.

However, the stereotype 
of “all Muslims are terror-
ists” has got to stop. The 
people who want to inflict 
mass terror upon us will 
do so not matter what re-
ligion they subscribe to. 
Radical Islamists represent 
a fringe minority of Is-
lam, just like the KKK and 
Westboro Baptist Church 
represent a fringe minority 
of Christianity.

Why do we still have the 
TSA?

It may be true that the 
TSA’s mere presence at the 
airport does deter many 
people from even trying 
to bring something they 
should not onto a plane. 
However, if someone re-
ally wants to do something 
bad, recent reporting has 
shown that the TSA serves 
more as a security blanket 
than as a truly effective 
system of prevention. Ul-
timately, the TSA satisfies 
our need to feel that some-
one is looking after us.

This holiday season, 
when you finally get to 
put your shoes back on 
and your electronics back 
in your carry on, be aware 
that the lines of defense 
are not as secure as they 
seem.

By Dalia Zullig
Online Editor-in-Chief

This Christmas, Ask Santa For a Safe Flight

* CORRECTION: Lindsey Fishman contributed reporting to the October 2015 profile of junior Arielle Tindel. 

The Beachcomber regrets the initial omission of this acknowledgement. *

This school year could 
have been the first year for 
BHS students to take first 
semester finals before win-
ter break. Administrators 
considered this option, 
but found it not viable to 
change in the middle of the 
semester. Instead, exams 
will be given after break, as 
in previous years.

This year, however, stu-
dents will return to one 
week of classes before ex-
ams and a normal academ-
ic schedule will occur the 
day before midterms be-
gin. This day will be largely 
for review; however, most 
students would rather 
have the day off than have 
to come to school and re-
view. 

Principal Dr. Ed. Klein 
told The Beachcomber that 
next school year, mid-
terms will be moved to the 
week before winter break. 

Students are conflicted 
as to whether or not mov-
ing exams to December is 
a good idea. Some think 
that having exams before 
winter break is a good 
idea, as they argue that 
it would reduce student 
stress during the break. 
However, many do not 
want to move the exams 
back because doing so 
would only increase stress 
prior to the two-week va-
cation.

In our experience, many 
students do not utilize 

winter break as a study 
time. The individuals who 
want to keep midterms 
after winter break might 
actually study during the 
break, but they are in the 
minority. Instead, we  try 
to avoid school work as 
much as possible dur-
ing breaks. Therefore, the 
break would not be less 
stressful for students be-
cause most don’t use it to 
study anyway. 

If midterms were sched-
uled for the week before 
winter break, teachers 
might be forced to increase 
the pace of their instruc-
tion, particularly for Ad-
vanced Placement classes. 
As a result, students will 

Moving Exams to December Will Not Make Happier Holidays

also feel increased anxiety. 
Furthermore, hold-

ing earlier midterms also 
wouldn’t allow as much 
time to prepare. Two weeks 
between break and finals, 
as in recent years, grants 
students ample time to 
review. There would be 
almost no time to get as-
sistance from teachers if 
exams were moved to the 
week before break. 

Although winter break 
would be a natural di-
vider between the two 
semesters, the negative 
effects of having early 
midterms would out-
weigh the benefits. In 
short, if it isn’t broken, 
don’t try to fix it. 

By The Beachcomber Staff

Cartoon by Raquel Wu.

The Other Competitors On the Field
By Andrew Feldman
Contributing Writer

The last week of Octo-
ber was filled with anxiety 
heaped on suspense, my 
patience worn thin in wait-
ing for the Orange football 
game. Although my mas-
tery of the music was not 
as strong as usual, I knew 
my enthusiasm could bring 
me to excellence. 

By Friday afternoon, I 
was beyond ready. 

Walking into the band 
room, I immersed myself 
in its familiar clean smell. 
The white floor shone, the 
polished brass of trumpets 
and trombones flooded my 
eyes with glistening excite-
ment. I packed my drum 
onto the bus, silently wish-
ing it a safe trip. I smirked 
at the thought of my drum 
personified with feelings. 

The fall chill of the bus 
was soon heated by the 
anxious sweat of 30 teens 
all wearing heavy black 
uniforms, which I can only 
assume were designed for 
Arctic expeditions. My ears 
were filled with tense mur-
murs over the outcome of 
the game, excitement to 
compete against our rivals, 
the constant hum of the 
bus engine. 

The bus arrived at Or-
ange High School, and I 

Cartoon by Jessica Tall

eagerly unloaded my drum 
and harness. With my in-
strument ready, I felt I was 
part of something greater: 
a sense of pride and excel-
lence. For a moment, I was 
certain of our success.

I caught my first glimpse 
of the stadium as we began 
our march to the stands. 
Enormous lights beamed 
down on us, illuminating 
the field; the forest be-
yond the field was dark, 
the night-sky was black, 
yet the field was colored 
in luminescent green grass 
and white stripes, defying 
nature and demanding at-
tention.

I carefully set my drum 

down in the stands, wait-
ing impatiently for the 
halftime show. A barrage 
of music interrupted the 
scene. The OHS band ar-
rived, more numerous and 
impressive than I could 
have imagined. The orange 
and black machine gave 
a dramatic pre-game per-
formance, filling the sta-
dium with a flood of sight 
and sound; falling leaves 
stopped and turned mid-
flight to witness the power 
of music incarnate. 

I looked down at my own 
drum, reluctant to play af-
ter the Orange band’s per-
formance. 

“I think we’ve got them 

outnumbered,” said Jack 
Spero, my drumline partner, 
his witty sarcasm raising my 
spirits enough to begin our 
cadences. It was too early to 
lose hope. 

They scored. Before we 
even played two cadences, 
our confidence was severely 
diminished. Plays drifted 
by. We scored once as they 
scored five times. Our tunes 
fell flat while theirs boomed 
through the stadium.

 Quarters went by as min-
utes. Halftime arrived like 
an unexpected sunrise. As 
we left the stands and stood 
along the sidelines, I truly 
witnessed the game for the 
first time: helmets smash-
ing against one another, 
truck-like bodies moving at 
jet speeds. I couldn’t believe 
their intensity. Play after 
play, they were relentless. 
Goliaths in uniform halted 
only by whistles and the 
clock. I looked out in front of 
the open field, unprepared to 
walk in the footsteps of the 
giants who had left. 

Reminded of the pres-
sure from the drum, I was 
reinvigorated, prepared to 
march forward. I put my en-
thusiasm to work. The show 
was marvelous. All I saw was 
my drum. All I heard was its 
rhythm. I marched off the 
field as a hero out of battle, 

Officials Failed to Detect 95 Percent of Potential 
Explosives in a Recent Homeland Security Drill

hands reddened from tat-
tered sticks, black and yel-
low tape peeling off from 
accents too powerful. 

Then it was the Or-
ange band’s turn. If we 
were a band, they were an 
army. Synchronized beats 
marched onto the field in 
melodic unison, invading 
my eardrums with musical 
precision that demanded 
to be heard. 

Black and orange uni-
forms filled the field: a 
unit moving as one, each 
uniform perfect from 
shining lapel buttons to 
creaseless uniform pants. I 
couldn’t bear to look at my 
own drum, not in the face 
of their perfection. Their 
show left me in awe.

 We returned to the 
stands in the third quar-
ter, and I continued to 
play cadences with opti-
mism. Yet across the field, 
the Orange bandstand 
made music that belittled 
my every rhythm. The 
third quarter had conclud-
ed. My attempts to muster 
enthusiasm were uncon-
vincing. 

We had no chance of 
winning. Any glimmers 
of hope were washed out 
by the glaring light of the 
scoreboard, beaming our 
loss down at us, as painful 

as staring into the sun. The 
fourth quarter finished with 
a score of 63-17, ending the 
game. 

The ringing in my ears 
from their fight song further 
emphasized the defeat.

A cacophony of clicking 
cases and the sputtering of 
emptying spit valves told me 
it was truly over. 

I donned my harness and 
drum for the final time, but 
I only felt their concrete 
weight on my shoulders. 
I could not force a sense 
a pride. Enthusiasm had 
failed. The familiar pressure 
of the harness pads and the 
weight of my drum just re-
minded me of the perfection 
we had not been able to at-
tain. 

I packed them away on the 
bus and forgot they existed, 
hoping I could do the same 
with my own disillusion-
ment.

Later that night, while the 
football players were driving 
home, we found the strength 
to put our instruments away 
in our lockers and to remind 
ourselves that next week 
would provide another op-
portunity to outperform the 
competition.

Losing to Orange Can Be Just as 
Painful When You’re in The Band

However ISIS is dealt with, one thing is clear: It would be di-
sastrous if the U.S. repeated the same mistakes we made in the 

Middle East historically, most recently in the Iraq War, but also in 
other cases from Iran in the 1950s to post-9/11 Afghanistan. 

According to Time Magazine, the TSA has spent more than $2 billion to improve screen-
ing. How is it possible that a government agency can spend such copious amounts of 

money on our nation’s security and still fail to make a foolproof system?

Cartoon by Jessica Tall



Beachwood High School’s annual Deaf/Hard of Hearing Holiday Party hosted 
by the American Sign Language Club was a success yet again. This year’s party, 
the 11th of its kind, was “superhero” themed.  The Beachcomber interviewed 
chairmen of the holiday party,  led by adviser Sharon Weisman, who work on 
these parties yearly, to see how they are run and the impact that they have.

H O L I DAY  PA R T YH O L I DAY  PA R T Y

Hannah Karl: 
Bringing the joy upon all of the 
guests that come - they start 
coming as early as 7 in the 
morning, waiting outside the 
doors because they can’t wait 
to come in and  stay even an 
hour or two after it’s supposed 
to end. It’s awesome.

REPORTING & LAYOUT BY CLARISSA DJOHARI |  PHOTOS COURTESY OF GABRIELLE HARTSTEIN AND JASMINE HOWARD
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THE BEST THING
 

THE PARTY

- CASEY PECK -
I’ve been at every ASL party since the first one - I was probably 2nd grade when I first attended. 
It was only Beachwood D/HH students. It was very small, maybe 20 kids in the cafeteria. The 2nd 
year, we moved to the old north gym, then the old auditorium, then the south gym. As it increased 

in size, we moved.

Sophie Schoen:
For me, the best part of the 
event is seeing how happy 
everyone is. We work so hard 
and get so stressed out over 
making everything perfect. In 
the end at the party, everything 
is so worth it because you see 
how happy everyone is and it’s 
so amazing.

Hannah Karl: It’s had such a huge 
impact on me. Looking from the first 
year that I started until now, it gives 
me and other people a look into not 
only deaf culture but how happy it 
makes them coming, because this 
is the one day of the year they get. 
People look forward to this the day 
after the party.  They ask “When’s 
next year?” because they love it so 

much.

IMPACT?IMPACT?

Casey Peck: The deaf community 
is a very small community, and for 
myself to be a member of that and 
see all the people in the community 
come out - it’s so nice. I get to see 
my old friends, people I don’t see on 

a regular basis.
There are always entertainers.  This year, a main feature was the many students wearing superhero 
costumes.   A variety of food was available for lunch, which included pizza, Chick-Fil-A, and Ben 
and Jerry’s ice cream.  Other activities include  dance contests, photo ops, and face painting. All 

the aspects of the party are handled by student committees.

- SOPHIE SCHOEN -
I’m in charge of keeping log of 
prizes and making gift baskets. 
What’s really important is setting 
up bleachers with prizes, and 
make sure everyone is doing 

okay.
Prizes are the first thing guests 
go to. The grand prizes have a 
really high value, and by the end 
of the party, all the best prizes are  

gone.

Sophie Schoen: The party is just 
really special -  coming into high 
school it’s not something you expect 
to be a part of. And then when you 
are, you’re so thankful because 
it’s such an incredible experience. 
Students not in ASL are definitely 

curious because it’s so amazing.

Beachwood students part of  the 

ASL program

Beachwood administrators

Deaf  students and teachers

interpreters

Deaf  senior citizens

members of  local Deaf  churches

other members of  the Deaf/HH 

community in Cleveland

THE ATTENDEES

 “You made a 
lot of people 
happy today. 
You make a 
difference.”

 “You made a 
lot of people 
happy today. 
You make a 
difference.”

Tuesday, Dec. 8th| 11am - 2 p.m.

The party is completely free to 
guests. Students asked for donations 
to fund the party, starting fundraising 
at the end of the last school year. 
They create the games themselves 

and give out donated prizes.

CASEY PECK: I would really like to see more communication, but it’s good for the most part. They really try. For example, the ASL 1 students’ communication skill 
levels are different from ASL 3 kids’. I’d just like to see a bit more interaction with the deaf community.

Casey Peck:
I’ve been working at the 
greeting table for the last few 
years - my favorite thing is 
seeing people get there early.
I love to see the excitement 
build as they’re waiting to get 
in, the anticipation is really fun 
to see.

Casey Peck: I remember being younger, every party I’d win something and 
have something to eat and get a prize. When I came to the high school, being in the 
club and working, I recognized the hard work that went into it, and I was like “Wow!” I 

thought it was simple as a kid. There’s 80 students who are working on this.
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Inspire club members prepare a banner for English teacher Casey Matthews, who was selected as 
November’s “teacher of the month.” Photo by Clarissa Djohari.

Inspire Club Promotes Self-Confidence and Feminism at BHS

A group of girls meet in 
the guidance office each 
Monday afternoon with 
counselor Ashley Saferight 
with one purpose: to in-
spire.

Inspire club aims to pro-
mote feminism and help 
girls throughout their high 
school experience. It was 
founded three years ago by 
2014 graduates Samantha 
Tall and Abby Ordillas.

“We try to help girls 
and young women in our 
school feel empowered, 
and we help them with the 
issues they’re dealing with 
in school,” Co-President 
Devan Peavy said.

The club addresses social 
and global issues, but also 
focuses on individual stu-
dents’ experience.

The Oct. 26 meeting 
was relaxed, but they had 
a lot on the agenda. They 
discussed practical issues 
such as how to coordinate 
the students’ schedules for 
club projects.

Every girl at the meet-
ing has the opportunity to 
speak up about her unique 
experience. Participants 
are active and enthusiastic.

“[We want to] create a 
safe zone to raise self es-
teem and to provide edu-
cation on how to improve 
ourselves and the [commu-
nity of women] in general,” 
Co-President Jessica Tall 
said.

Inspire club is for girls 
who need it, Peavy ex-
plained.

“…even if they come to 
[just] one meeting because 
they’re dying to say some-
thing,” she added.

Peavy said she would 
have gladly joined the club 
had it existed her fresh-
man year, because a sup-
port group would have 
been helpful for her.

“If it was already estab-
lished, I would have loved 
to come,” she said. “I would 
have felt like I had a big 
support group of girls who 
are like me helping me get 
through this.”

They believe that sto-
ries from upperclassmen 
can give younger students 
more confidence.

Not everyone who is self 
conscious shows it, so they 
know there are girls out 
there who are not neces-
sarily looking for the club, 
but would find it helpful.

Club members have 
placed small posters 
around the school reading 
“Women need to be per-
ceived as…” ending with 
adjectives such as “Intel-
ligent,” “Brave,” “Strong,” 
“Caring,” and “Bold.” The 
co-presidents ask for com-
ments on the empower-
ment campaign, and they 
are happy to report people 
are reading their posters.

This year they started 
their biggest project yet: 
teacher of the month. This 
starts with creating a post-
er to decorate the teacher’s 
door and includes a gift of 
food the teacher likes.

“Any teacher that is a 
big advocate for  women’s 
rights, tolerance and hu-

man rights [is eligible],” 
Tall said. “It’s not just fe-
males.”

So far they have honored 
English teacher Casey Mat-
thews and social studies 
teacher Pam Ogilvy.

The club is planning an 
additional campaign called 
“operation beautiful,” an 
initiative to post sticky 
notes around the school 
with kind messages pro-
moting positive school 
culture. This idea started 
in late October, but hasn’t 
been fully launched.

One issue affecting the 
club is the lack of a budget.

“We haven’t petitioned 
the Board of Education, 
the adviser position is not 
paid and we don’t have an 
official bank account,” ad-
viser Ashley Saferight said. 
“We’re an unofficial but 
recognized club.”

The club plans to apply 
for official club status in 
the near future.

“We hope that as the 
legacy lives on, it becomes 
one of those things you 
can list when applying to 
NHS,” Peavy said.

This year, the club aims 
to expand its reach.

“Last year it was ‘bring 
who you can,’ [and] we had 
really deep discussions,” 
Peavy said. “[This year] we 
want to help more people 
instead of just the people 
who come.”

They want to focus on 
groups of girls underrep-
resented in the club, espe-
cially underclassmen.

“A lot of the same faces 
from last year are still 

part of the club,” Saferight 
added. “It was very junior-
heavy last year.”

There are few qualifica-
tions to join the club, as 
the members are looking 
for more students to take 
an interest in issues of 
women’s empowerment.

“[Good candidates are] 
open to the discussion… 
have good input… and 
have tolerance,” Peavy said.

They are, however, look-
ing for more diversity, so 
the conversation can in-
clude a greater range of ex-
periences.

“Not just the black girls 
and the Indian girls.. I’d 
like to see the girls who are 
considered the cheerlead-
ers… the ones that are con-
sidered the bookworms.. I 
would like to see girls from 
all those academic and so-
cial backgrounds too,” Tall 
said.

Typically their meetings 
are closed to girls only, but 
if there is a consensus in 
the group, they may open 
up certain meetings to 
guys as well.

“You don’t have to be a 
girl,” Tall said. “It’s geared 
for girls, and I know some 
guys don’t like to have that 
discomfort. We are open 
to having guys in the club, 
but there are girl-sensitive 
topics.”

The club is flexible with 
their discussions because 
their ultimate goal is help-
ing the members.

“There’s always options 
if you don’t feel comfort-
able, if you are unwilling 
to talk or just don’t want 
to be there… you’re not 
obliged to come,” Tall said.

Club members want to 
speak out against negative 
attitudes that some stu-
dents may have towards 

feminism.
Club members agree on 

their platform; the next 
step is figuring out the best 
way to promote it.

Saferight hopes to bring 
in guest speakers.

Club leaders want the 
meetings to be open fo-
rums where conversation 
can flow freely and com-
fortably.

“We want everyone to 
come out [and participate] 
because we know it can be 
helpful…It’s been proven 
to be helpful,” Peavy said. 
“Last year the girls felt like 
they got to really open up.”

“Some girls shared some 
really personal stuff and 
they felt really good about 
it afterwards,” Tall said. “ 
[Club members would say,] 
‘I didn’t really tell anyone 
this, but I’m glad I said it.’”

By Clarissa Djohari
News Editor

Given all the class work, 
sports practices and extra-
curricular activities occur-
ring in a high school ath-
lete’s life, nutrition might 
not be a priority.  However, 
research from the Na-
tional Institutes of Health 
shows that it is impera-
tive for athletes to possess 
a healthy diet in order to 
perform their best and re-
cover quickly.

While carbohydrates 
typically have a bad reputa-
tion, they are actually vital 
to an athlete’s diet, pro-
viding energy for muscle 
function and the central 
nervous system.

“Carbs are the body’s 
preferred energy source,” 
University Hospitals nu-
tritionist Amy Jamieson-
Petonic said. “They are also 
the fuel for muscles for 

exercise and are critical to 
athletic performance.”

Without eating enough 
carbohydrates, athletes 
will not have the energy 
they need to be active. 
According to Iowa State 
University’s College of 
Human Sciences, carbohy-
drates can be categorized 
into simple carbohydrates, 
smaller structured sugars 
found in candy, soda, or 
juice and complex carbo-
hydrates, which are larger 

structured starches and fi-
bers, found in bread, pasta 
and cereal.

“[Athletes should ] con-
sume [carbs] at least one to 
two hours before a match, 
and not sooner than that, 
as the body needs time to 
process them and get ready 
for a big game,” Jamieson-
Petonic said.

In addition to carbohy-
drates, it is important to 
get enough “good” proteins 
and fats in an athlete’s diet. 

By Lynn Jiao
Staff Writer

Jamieson-Petonic defines 
good sources of protein as 
“turkey, chicken, fish and 
lean beef that is baked, 
broiled or grilled.”

Proteins are important 
for maintaining muscles, as 
well as for muscle growth. 
However, eating more pro-
tein does not equate to a 
more toned body.

“About 10 to 15 per-
cent of an athlete’s total 
calories should come from 
protein, with the remain-
ing calories coming from 
carbohydrates and fat,” 
Jamieson-Petonic said.

Additionally, fats are an 
important source of en-
ergy for athletes, but are 
mainly suggested for low 
to medium intense work-
outs.

“Good, healthy fats like 
nuts, seeds, peanut butter, 
avocados and extra virgin 
olive oil for cooking foods 
will provide good calories 

for an athlete,” she said. 
“Fried foods are too high 
in fat, and tend to be very 
hard to digest, which can 
leave an athlete feeling 
sluggish.”

While watching what 
one eats should be impor-
tant to a student athlete, 
many also find staying 
hydrated is a key step to 
maintaining energy levels 
through physical activity. 
According to WebMD, de-
hydration can lead to diz-
ziness, sluggishness and, 
in extreme cases, fainting. 
Sweating can cause rapid 
loss of fluids. Thus, intense 
exercise, particularly in hot 
weather, can be a cause of 
dehydration.

When possible, student 
athletes are advised to 
drink chilled liquids, rath-
er than beverages that sit 
at room temperature, as it 
helps cool down as well as 
hydrates the body. Sweat-

ing not only signifies a loss 
of liquids but also means 
losing electrolytes, which 
help transmit signals in 
the body. Sports drinks, 
such as Gatorade and Pow-
erade, are suitable options 
to replenish these lost elec-
trolytes.

Eating healthy and stay-
ing hydrated during exer-
cise can greatly impact the 
performance of athletes. 
While there may be some 
variations in diets between 
a cross country runner and 
a quarterback, this nutri-
tional advice can be ap-
plied to all athletes.

Student athletes are ad-
vised to allot some time 
for maintaining hydration 
and a healthy diet. These 
simple health tips allow for 
increased athletic perfor-
mance and a more active 
lifestyle as a whole.

Eating to Win: A Guide for Student Athletes

Cartoon by Raquel Wu

Media attention this fall 
has focused on college cam-
pus conflicts not seen in 
many years. Racially offen-
sive comments from some 
students have been de-
nounced by protests from 
others. In some cases, ad-
ministrators have failed to 
adequately address these 
issues, especially on cam-
puses without adequate 
minority representation in 
the faculty.

Protests at the Univer-
sity of Missouri achieved 
their goal on Nov. 8 when 
the school’s president 
Tim Wolfe resigned. This 
came after a long history 
of discrimination on cam-
pus that, according to stu-
dents, was ignored by the 
administration. This then 
inspired similar protests 
across the country.

Some high school stu-
dents feel that these 
events expose the true at-
mosphere of a college in a 
way that online research 
and college tours can not.

Senior Samantha Shaf-
fer planned on applying 
to Mizzou, but changed 
her mind after seeing foot-
age of the protests. Shaf-
fer, who is white, feels the 
protests reveal a climate 
of racial intolerance on the 
campus.

“It’s blatant racism,” 
Shaffer said, referring 
to the series of racially 
charged incidents and the 
university president’s inac-
tion. “It’s just something 
I, and I’m sure other stu-
dents, don’t want to be 
around.”

Senior Alexis Rudd, an 
African American student, 
feels as though this isn’t 
something new.

“It’s sad and unfortu-
nate, especially because 
we’re living in a time when 

the world is changing, but I 
guess some people are still 
stuck living in the past,” 
she said.

What criteria exactly do 
students take into consid-
eration when choosing the 
college they want to go to?

Prior to the recent 
events, Shaffer, who wants 
to major in journalism, felt 
the University of Missouri 
would have been a good fit 
for her.

“[Mizzou] was one of 
my top choices,” Shaffer 
said. “It has an outstand-
ing journalism program. It 
was one of the best ones I 
looked at.”

The guidance office at 
BHS encourages students 
to consider many factors 
including location, com-
petitiveness and extracur-
riculars.

Guidance counselor Ash-
ley Saferight said the top 
three colleges BHS seniors 
apply to are The Ohio State 
University (OSU,) Ohio 
University and Miami Uni-
versity. OSU is particularly 
popular for being a large 
research university, close 
to home, with in-state tu-
ition. 

Students may hope for 
diversity at their college, 
but frequently the choice 

of where to go is often 
based on other criteria. 

“That’s really a personal 
decision. It depends on 
what you’re looking for 
[and] your life experienc-
es,” Saferight said.

Rudd has actively done 
research on the diversity of 
schools she is applying to.

“I look to see the per-
centage of minorities at a 
college,” she said. “If it’s re-
ally low, I [rule it out].”

The Beachwood City 
Schools are relatively di-
verse when compared to 
some other school dis-
tricts, Saferight said. Stu-
dents coming from BHS 
may actually find less di-
versity than in high school. 

According to the U.S. 
Census Bureau, 72% of 
college students are white, 
compared to the 59% of 
white students in Beach-
wood High School.

“Because we have a lot of 
diversity, there are a lot of 
colleges that are not reflec-
tive of that,” Saferight said. 

Still, there are some pop-
ulations who are under-
represented in Beachwood 
as well. For senior Aya Ali, 
who is Muslim, it is impor-
tant to find a school with a 
greater population of stu-
dents of her own faith.

“In Beachwood, for me, 
I don’t really have anyone 
that’s like me [whom] I can 
connect with,” she said.

Prospective college stu-
dents often look for di-
versity so that they can 
interact with others who 
are different, but students 
from minority groups may 
want more people with ex-
periences similar to their 
own.

“Historically black col-
leges and universities have 
large African American 
populations, and, for some 
of our students, that’s 
something they’re search-
ing for,” Saferight said.

Echoing that sentiment, 
Ali wants to be around 
people similar to her.

“I’ve never done re-
search, but I just know for 
a fact,” Ali said. “I want to 
go to Cleveland State [Uni-
versity], and there are a lot 
of Arabs [who] go there.”

The Cleveland area has a 
large Arab population that 
is reflected in CSU’s en-
rollment and in its Arabic 
language program, which 
launched a new major last 
year.

It’s likely that no matter 
where BHS students go, 
they may face a level of ra-
cial conflict at their school. 

Even as minority enroll-
ment at colleges increases, 
there is no promise that 
the administration of a 
college will treat those stu-
dents fairly. Furthermore, 
the student body itself de-
termines how respectful 
they are to one another. 
Students can get involved 
in changing that at their 
school, even in small ways.

Ali believes students 
have a lot of power, as 
demonstrated by the res-
ignation of Mizzou’s presi-
dent after the protests. 
Therefore, she’d be willing 
to join a club dedicated to 
social issues.

“I think clubs can be re-
ally beneficial and protests 
can make a difference, too,” 
she said.

Beyond the issue of hu-
man rights, Rudd points 
out that safety is also a 
huge concern when dis-
crimination is left un-
checked.

“If there is discrimina-
tion at the college, I would 
like to… be a part of that 
change,” she said. “I’d like 
to make it so the college is 
safe for everyone, and not 
just a specific race.”

Shaffer is more skepti-
cal as to the effectiveness 
of student action. She 
believes that some view 
college students as being 
“too” politically correct.

“I think that puts college 
students at a disadvan-
tage when they share their 
opinions,” she said. “To be 
taken seriously, that comes 
with age, which is really 
unfortunate.”

Social studies teacher 
Greg Deegan believes the 
college experience is inte-
gral to students’ develop-
ment.

“Kids are on their own 
for the first time intellectu-
ally, spiritually, psychologi-
cally, trying to make sense 
of the world,” he said. “For 

many kids who grow up in 
[the same] area, ... it’s a 
huge eye opener to the rest 
of the world.”

However, this is not just 
a relevant issue for college 
students. BHS staff can 
attest to problems in the 
high school community as 
well.

“There definitely are stu-
dents who do express con-
cerns related to their race 
or ethnicity ...[who are 
concerned about whether] 
their voice means as much 
in the building [as other 
students’ voices],” Saf-
eright said.

“It definitely has hap-
pened,” said Deegan, who 
teaches Human Rights and 
Conflict. “Some students 
will share frustrations 
about not feeling heard.”

Students have also ap-
proached him when they 
are unsure of how to re-
spond to racially offensive 
comments.

“I think … [BHS stu-
dents are] pretty accept-
ing, but in other cases I see 
instances of intolerance,” 
Deegan said. 

“What we typically aren’t 
seeing is students with ... 
direct concerns related to 
specific incidents,” Saf-
eright said. “For the most 
part, I think our student 
body is really ... respectful 
and tolerant of others.”

Although seniors may 
end up attending colleges 
that struggle with dis-
crimination and inequal-
ity, they may end up being 
the people driving change 
in those schools.

“I think that students at-
tending BHS have ... more 
appreciation for what a di-
verse population means [as 
well as] the opportunities 
… and learning that can 
come from that,” Saferight 
said.

Diversity & Racial Climate Factors in College Choices For Seniors
By Clarissa Djohari
News Editor White: 58.81%

Black/African American: 24.35%

Asian: 10.89%

Mixed Race: 4.15%

Hispanic: 1.5%

Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander: Less than 1%

BHS statistics provided by guidance counselor Ashley Saferight. Infographic by Raquel Wu. 

Speech and debate prac-
tice on a Monday after-
noon is hectic. The room 
is loud, as students bounce 
ideas off one another and 
crack jokes.

English teacher and head 
coach Nicole Majercak sits 
at her desk, discussing up-
coming competitions with 
senior Simon Perilla, who 
is Co-President with fellow 
senior Samantha Shaffer.

Assistant coach Jove Tse 
sits on a table in front of 
Majercak, helping debat-
ers research their topics. 
“Speechies” are on the oth-
er side of the room, shar-
ing snacks and preparing 
their work.

Tse is a 2011 BHS grad 
who competed at public 
forum and congressional 
debate throughout his 
high school career. In fact, 
he was one of the students 
who restarted Beachwood’s 
team.

“I helped develop the 
team with [BHS alum] 
Matt Baron, who did a lot 
of the foundational work,” 
he said. “I’m impressed. 
Honestly, I didn’t think it 
would still be here by the 
time I [graduated].”

On Monday, students 

group together by event 
in order to write and edit 
their speeches. On Fri-
days, they run through the 
speeches, working on de-
livery.

“We divide into the dif-
ferent events, so public 
forum is in one room, con-
gress is in another class-
room and speech events 
are in the English office,” 
Majercak said.

The speech and debate 
club offers many options 
for competition. BHS 
competes in six of the 11 
events offered at local 
tournaments. Of these six 
events, Majercak said con-
gressional debate is BHS’s 
most decorated event.

“Congress is the event 
that we have historically 
done best at,” she said. 
“[On the other hand,] we 
also had [Class of 2013 
grad Jessie Gill], a two-
time state champion in 
humorous interpretation. 
We have numerous public 
forum teams that have also 
placed nationally. We’ve 
done pretty great in all 
events. … Most recently, 
congress has been our 
strong suit.”

Perilla, who competes 
in congress, said the event 
is modeled after the U.S. 
Congress.

“The bills or legislation 
we debate really wouldn’t 
be out of place in the U.S. 
Senate or the U.S. House of 
Representatives,” he said. 
“What we do is debate the 
merits of the bill — why 
it should pass or why it 
should fail.”  

“It’s very formal,” he add-
ed. “We follow parliamenta-
ry procedure, a very specific 
set of instruction for abso-
lutely everything that goes 
on in the competition.”

Shaffer currently partici-
pates in original oratory 
and program oral interpre-
tation and has placed at 
multiple tournaments this 

year. In original oratory, 
Shaffer placed third at the 
Vermillion competition, 
13th at the Glenbrooks 
Tournament, second at 
Chagrin Falls, third at 
Lincoln-West, 16th at the 
Florida Blue Key competi-
tion and 15th at the Yale 
University tournament.

Shaffer also competed in 
the 2015 George Mason Uni-
versity Patriot Games in Fair-
fax, Virginia, which took place 
on Dec. 4 through Dec. 6.

“I placed 12th in the nation 
for original oratory,” she said. 
“It’s the best that I’ve done 
so far. I was the only [Beach-
wood student] who went to 

that tournament, but I still 
had a lot of fun.”

In original oratory, com-
petitors prepare and mem-
orize a ten-minute speech 
on topic of their choice. 
Speeches are expected to 
provide examples and a so-
lution to the problem.

“My topic this year is self-
sabotage,” Shaffer said. “We 
are our own worst enemies. 
I talk about … rationalizing 
poor choices and avoiding 
risky ones. I provide some 
examples and show the 
harm, and I tell people how 
we can fix it.”

Program oral interpre-
tation is another speech 

event where one takes sec-
tions of prose, poetry, com-
edy and drama of differ-
ent authors and combines 
them into one program.

This year, the team is 
composed mostly of fresh-
men, Perilla said.

“It’s really been hard, but 
it’s also kind of uplifting,” 
he said. “It’s nice, because 
even though I have to do a 
lot of the work, I know that 
the team will carry on.”

Freshman Sanchari 
Chakrabarti competes 
in public forum. This is a 
team event that advocates 
either for or against a new 
topic each month. A pair 
of students argue with an-
other pair of students, in 
an effort to convince the 
competition’s judge.

Chakrabarti said this 
event takes a great deal of 
effort to succeed.

“There is a lot of research 
and practice involved,” she 
said.

Tse said there are nu-
merous benefits of partici-
pating in debate.

“[Colleges] love to look 
at the resume of a debate 
student,” he said. “It really 
does teach you a lot of the 
critical thinking skills that 
[high] schools nowadays 
don’t really emphasize as 
much.”

Speech & Debate Club Offers Many Avenues For Competition
By Dalia Zullig
Online Editor-in-Chief

Assistant coach Jove Tse, Co-President Samantha Shaffer and sophomore Daniel Mishins cel-
ebrate at the Chagrin Falls tournament. Photo courtesy of Steven Shaffer.

It’s everywhere. With 
just one click onto a social 
media account, students 
see bullying.

By posting unflatter-
ing pictures, hateful texts, 
mean comments or post-
ing private photos, teens 
can damage one another’s 
self-confidence and even 
cause depression. In too 
many cases, these inci-
dents have resulted in sui-
cide. According to the Na-
tional Bullying Prevention 

Center, students who are 
bullied are 2.4 times more 
likely to commit suicide 
than teens who are not. 

Even though cyberbully-
ing is a very serious mat-
ter, it is difficult for school 
officials to prevent. Fresh-
men Kai Samuels-Jackson 
believes that the school 
should do more to help 
prevent these situations. 

“People don’t take cyber-
bullying seriously, but they 
need to,” she said. “There 
should be laws and rules 
put into place to stop these 
things from happening. 

Some people online receive 
death threats and nothing 
happens. [That’s] ridicu-
lous.” 

According to the Ohio 
State Bar Association, 
there are laws that prevent 
bullying in public schools. 
Anything from intentional 
written, spoken, electron-
ic, or physical act from one 
students to another is pun-
ishable by law in Ohio. 

On the other hand, when 
cyberbullying occurs off 
campus on personal com-
puters, it may be beyond 
the jurisdiction of school 

administrators, according 
to the Cyberbullying Re-
search Center.

 However, Principal Dr. 
Ed Klein explained that 

even off-campus bullying 
can be addressed at school 
if it disrupts the learning 
environment.

“[I think the reason] 
people don’t view cyber-
bullying as seriously as 
other forms of bullying is 
because [when] someone 
is being cyberbullied they 
can just go offline, but 
with bullying in person it’s 
harder to escape,” Samu-
els-Jackson said. 

She also had some advice 
for people experiencing 
online bullying. 

“Just log off or block the 

bullying. [They] can’t hurt 
you if you’re not online,” 
she suggested.

Although Samuels-Jack-
son feels that it’s easy to 
escape the bullies online, 
another BHS student, who 
asked that her name not be 
published, disagrees. 

“I’ve been bullied online 
before and it hurts,” she 
said. “We live in a world to-
day in which everything re-
volves around technology.”

“From the moment we 
wake up we are surround-

By Grace Warner
Staff Writer

Online Bullying a Persistent Problem For Some BHS Students

Continued on Pg. 10

Cartoon by Raquel Wu

UH Nutritionist Recommends Carbohydrates, 
“Good” Proteins and Plenty of Cold Liquids
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Cue the classic theme 
song, it’s time to talk about 
Bond: James Bond.

Released Nov. 6th, Spec-
tre has already reached rev-
enues of nearly $550 mil-
lion worldwide, according 
to TV Guide.

Charmed by Daniel 
Craig’s fourth reprisal of 
the Bond role, many fans 
continue to flock to the-
aters to catch the actor’s 
subtle innuendos and swift 
stunts, as he attempts to 
unravel details of his past 
while protecting the future 
of MI6. All the while, he ex-
poses a coalition of terror-
ist organizations dubbed, 
you guessed it, “Spectre.”

The movie starts in the 
heart of Mexico City dur-
ing Día De Los Muertos, or 

‘Day of the Dead,’  a vibrant 
and overwhelming holiday 
that makes chases and 
stunts unavoidable. Fol-

lowing a five-minute fight 
scene, including broken 
helicopters and hundred-
foot jumps, Bond escapes 

By Swathi Srinivasan
Staff Writer

Specter builds on the successes of the past movies – pleasing the crowd through a culmination 
of Bond’s tricks, stunts and conflicts with previous foes. Source: 007.com/Spectre

Craig’s Spectre Underwhelms, Yet Still Appeals to Core 007 Fans

Due to the immense 
amount of content in 
Bethesda Games’ Fallout 4, 
1,000 words may not seem 
enough for an adequate 
discussion. However, it is 
actually difficult for me to 
write about the game at all, 
as it doesn’t present any 
new ideas worth covering. 
It can be effectively sum-
marized as a poor rehash 
of Fallout 3.

Fallout 4, like other it-
erations in the series, is 
set in a post-apocalyptic 
America styled with a 
1950s aesthetic. The origi-
nal developer, Interplay, 
went bankrupt in 2004 
after Fallout 2’s release 
and the rights to the game 
was sold to Bethesda, who 
released Fallout 3 in 2008, 
according to Dailytech.  

It’s worth noting that 
the game’s overall aes-
thetic is radically different 
from previous iterations in 
that it’s post-apocalyptic 
landscape is a lot less in-
spired, abandoning the 
Mad Max-esque aesthetic 
of earlier versions. 

As in 1-3, the player of 
Fallout 4 chooses his own 
appearance, gender and 
personality. 

 The story offers a 
similar experience to what 
Fallout 3 offered for the 
PS3/360 era. For example, 
both plots depict protago-
nists leaving underground 
shelters in order to seek a 
lost family member before 
unearthing a great conspir-
acy. 

Furthermore, Fallout 4’s 
post apocalyptic Boston 

setting is so poorly execut-
ed that it constantly recalls 
Fallout 3’s Washington DC. 
In fact, it feels like the de-
signers picked Boston as a 
setting, then had no idea 
what to do with it, as the 
designs of the map’s assets 
are rehashed from previ-
ous iterations of the se-
ries. Boston’s immediately 
recognizable landmarks 
are sloppily assembled in 
a manner that feels ex-
tremely disconnected from 
reality.  Furthermore, a 
large portion of the map 
lacks meaningful content. 
While it is typical to have 
blank space on the maps of 
open world games, Fallout 
4’s setting has too much 
empty space. 

However, despite their 
intentional similarities, 
Fallout 4 is radically differ-
ent from Fallout 3 in that 
it fails in the areas Fallout 
3 excelled. Fallout 3’s very 
obvious flaws, such as its 

Fallout 4 Designers Appeal to Mass Audience But Lose Artistry

poor dialogue and graph-
ics, were forgiven as it was 
considered radically inno-
vative. It was a game that 
streamlined traditional 
role playing games into a 
more modern and accessi-
ble format. Players are un-
likely to put up with these 
flaws in a new game that 
does not make the same 
advances.

On the other hand, due 
to its lack of significant 
improvements, Fallout 4 is 
far from having a meaning-
ful impact. It attempts to 
innovate by allowing play-
ers to build settlements. 
While this is a nice feature, 
the fact that one’s charac-
ter is able to build complex 
structures in seconds in 
a setting that’s character-
ized by its lack of recon-
struction forces the player 
to resort to suspension of 
disbelief. This disconnect 
ties into the game’s weak-
ness in the area of the 

franchise’s key strength, 
which is the immersive 
atmosphere created by its 
grounded sense of realism.

The lack of a compelling 
atmosphere is ultimately 
due to poor writing, which 
is largely uninteresting and 
painfully awkward. It’s no-
ticeable that this isn’t the 
result of any hack writers, 
but rather, the lack of any 
effort, as the game has un-
even pacing. For example, 
in the first 30 minutes, the 
player agrees to go into an 
underground nuclear shel-
ter, is cryogenically frozen, 
then almost immediately 
fights a Deathclaw, one of 
the game’s most dangerous 
opponents while using a 
variant of the game’s most 
powerful armor. This poor 
pacing ultimately leads to a 
meandering plot line that 
fails to keep the player’s 
interest.

The dialogue is some of 
the worst I’ve ever seen 

unscathed.
Some critics have voiced 

opposition to the portrayal 
of the new M, played by 

Ralph Fiennes. The new M 
watches Bond like a hawk, 
as his brash actions lead 
MI6 into the scrutiny of 
a larger organization un-
der the head of Denbigh, 
played by Andrew Scott.

Bond is almost able to 
escape the executive eye 
until a nano-sized GPS 
tracker system is shoved 
through his veins. None-
theless, Bond skillfully 
uses his smooth moves 
and silver tongue to talk 
20-something year-old Q 
into keeping him off the 
grid for a few days.

In this time, Bond trav-
els to Rome and invades 
the meeting of Spectre. 
Bond does some damage, 
to say the least, and the 
rest…  well, that’s for you 
to see.

Spectre was entertaining, 
yes, but it does not rise to 

the level of extraordinary. 
However, this film is able 
to use the successes of the 
past movies to its benefit 
– a culmination of Bond’s 
tricks, stunts and prior 
foes prove a crowd pleaser.

To someone who has 
wholeheartedly followed 
the Bond series, this is a 
pleasant shift from the 
varying story lines of each 
movie. To someone who 
has not, some moments of 
confusion while watching 
the film are likely inevi-
table.  

Overall, Spectre is en-
tertaining for those who 
enjoy the Bond franchise. 
For those looking for a 
fun, upbeat action movie, 
I would suggest starting 
with Craig’s Bond debut 
film: Casino Royale.

In the first 30 minutes, the player agrees to enter an underground nuclear shelter, is cryogenically 
frozen, then almost immediately fights a Deathclaw, one of the game’s most dangerous oppo-
nents.  Image source: Fallout4.com. 

By Alex Robison
Staff Writer

On the Weekend of Dec. 
5, the Bison wrestling team 
opened up their 2015-
2016 season in the 8th 
annual Ron Madow Memo-
rial Tournament.

The home tournament is 
named in honor of former 
Beachwood wrestler and 
coach Ron Madow. Madow 
was the first state tourna-
ment qualifier and placer 
for the Beachwood wres-
tling program.

The Bison legend lost his 
battle with Leukemia in 
2005 at age 52, but coaches 
and alumnae remember his 
incredible spirit and mem-
ory, which continues to in-
spire the program’s current 
wrestlers.

This was the first year in 
the eight year history of 
the tournament that the 
format was changed.

Junior captain Josh 
Bialosky explained the 
change.

“This year there were 
team duels rather than 

an individual tournament 
with one person from each 
team in a weight class.”

With the new duels for-
mat, the Bison went up 
against one other team 
at a time instead of hav-
ing one wrestler compete 
against the entire field in 
their respective weight 
class. Joining Beachwood 
in the tournament field 
was Youngstown Liberty, 
Shaker, Columbia, Fire-
lands, Willoughby South, 
John Adams and Garfield 
Heights.

The Bison began compe-
tition as they first faced off 
against the Raiders of Co-
lumbia High School.  

Sophomore Ryan Sappell 
and Junior Matt Henry 
won both of their matches 
by fall, while freshman 
Paul Jacobs and Junior 
Josh Bialosky picked up 
wins by forfeit. The Bison 
managed 24 points be-
tween their four wins, but 
it was no match as Colum-
bia ultimately reigned vic-
torious, 51-24.

Following their match 
against Columbia, the Bi-
son then met Shaker. At 
106 and 113 Will Henry 

and Paul Jacobs both 
earned forfeit wins for 
Beachwood. Unfortunate-
ly, the Bison were not able 
to manage any more wins 
until the 160 lb. match as 
Matt Henry got his second 
win of the day by fall.

The Bison then earned 
another forfeit win, as 
well as a win by fall from 
Bialosky. However, Beach-
wood was not able to match 
up with Shaker’s 195 or 
285, so the Red Raider 
wrestlers both earned wins 
by forfeit. A lack of depth 
proved critical for Beach-
wood, as the boys lost by a 
very close margin of 33-30.

In the next round, Beach-
wood squared off against 
Firelands High School. 
Firelands was not able to 
fill in many weight classes, 
giving Beachwood forfeit 
victories at 113, 132, 152, 
160, 170, and 182.

Junior Ben Kitay and 
Sophomore Melvin Kado 
performed very well, win-
ning by fall at 138 and 145 
respectively. The Bison 
were able to pick up their 
first duel victory of the 
day, with the final score 
standing at 48-24.

Beachwood’s victo-
ry earned them a spot 
in the 5th place duel 
against Youngstown Lib-
erty.  Sophomore Michael 
Schmidt gave the Bison 
their first victory in the 
match at 132, and Kitay 
followed by earning a win 
by forfeit.

Sappell and Osbourne 
continued the winning 
trend at 152 and 160. Yet 
Bialosky was the only other 
Bison wrestler able to pro-
vide his team with a victo-
ry, so Beachwood fell to the 
Liberty Leopards 51-30.

Beachwood finished in 
6th place out of 8 teams.

Despite the result, Cap-
tain Bialosky was very 
proud of his team.

“We did very well, we 
have many first or second 
year wrestlers and we won 
our first duel meet since 
the end of the 2013-2014 
wrestling season against 
Firelands.”

Bialosky continued 
by commenting on the 
strengths and weaknesses 
of the young Bison team.

“We have tremendous 
will,” he said. “We all work 
hard and are determined 

to get better. Our major 
weakness is our inexperi-
ence.”

Bialosky and Kitay are 
the only returning district 
qualifiers for the Bison 
team, who currently have 
no senior wrestlers in the 
starting line up.

However, Bialosky be-
lieves that the young wres-

tlers can learn quickly due 
to the addition of coach 
Dominic Velotta to the 
high school staff. Bialosky 
complemented Velotta’s 
ability to improve the Bi-
son wrestlers.

“He brings great experi-
ence and technique,” he 
said. “He teaches perfect 
position.”

By Ryan Marmaros
Sports Editor

Young Bison Wrestlers Get the First Real Taste of Competition

Junior Captain Josh Bialosky earns a victory for the Bison. Photo 
by Ryan Marmaros.

Entering the 2015-2016 
basketball season, the Bi-
son varsity basketball team 
faced high expectations. 

PrepHoops Ohio pre-
dicted the Bison to take 
the Ohio Divsion III crown. 

Around Beachwood, 
many were buzzing with 
state championship talk. 
Five games into the sea-
son, it appears that the 
title conversation was war-
ranted. 

The boys began their 
much anticipated season 
on Nov. 28th against arch 
rival Orange. 

The Bison dominated 
the first half, entering the 
locker room at halftime 
ahead 41-23. The game 
looked as if it was going to 
be a runaway win for the 
Bison. 

However, the boys only 
outscored the Lions by two 
points in the second half. 
Nonetheless, Beachwood 
won handedly by a final 
score of 62-42. 

Senior Maishe Dailey led 
the way for the Bison with 
23 points.

Beachwood’s second half 
slump prompted senior 

shooting guard Jalen Davis 
to comment on the team’s 
room for improvement. 

“We could improve by 
playing a full four quarters 
and not letting up on a 
team when we are ahead to 
avoid a big run for our op-
ponents,” he said.

In the next  match 
against Cornerstone Chris-
tian, the Bison appeared 
strong once again coming 
out of the gates. 

The boys managed 20 

points in the 1st quarter, 
and then broke the game 
open by outscoring the Pa-
triots 25-12 in the second 
quarter. By halftime, the 
Bison built a strong 45-29 
lead. Much like the Orange 
game, the second half was 
a different story.

Cornerstone would not 
let up, and actually out-
scored Beachwood in the 
second half. The huge sec-
ond quarter from the boys 
allowed them to hold onto 

a 70-56 victory. 
Cornerstone’s preseason 

Division IV All-Ohio selec-
tion, Michael Bothwell, led 
all scorers with 20 points. 
However, four Bison were 
able to finish in double fig-
ures, and the team effort 
created vital separation in 
the game. 

Davis believes if the 
team can do better closing 
out games, they will be un-
beatable.  

“We won’t see a team 

that will be physically su-
perior to us, so if we play 
a full game we should have 
no problem winning it all,” 
he said.

With that being said, 
the Bison have still shown 
flashes of greatness in the 
first stretch of the season. 
The fact that Beachwood 
has been able to win by 
wide margins in spite of 
poor second half perfor-
mances is telling of the 
team’s ability. 

A core of experienced se-
niors have established the 
Beachwood squad as a for-
midable contender in Ohio 
across all divisions. How-
ever, senior power forward 
Tyrone Gibson believes 
one younger player could 
also make a difference. 

“I believe Junior Ben 
Sternberg could step and 
make an impact,” Gibson 
said. 

Davis agreed.
“I could see Ben Stern-

berg giving us a big spark 
because of his shooting 
ability,” he said.

Beachwood’s second unit 
talent may be overlooked 
by opponents. With sharp-
shooters such as Sternberg 
and senior Shawn May, the 
Bison possess the skill to 

separate themselves from 
the opposition in a hurry.

With so much talent 
and a strong start to the 
season, the team has wel-
comed an increase in fan 
interest from the commu-
nity. 

“[The fans] greatly im-
pact the team,” Gibson ex-
plained. “Everyone looks 
forward to the big crowds 
cheering us on.” 

Even though the poten-
tial contest is far off, both 
Davis and Gibson said it is 
the game they were most 
looking forward to. 

“I am most excited to 
play Garfield because they 
are the top ranked team in 
our area and I believe we 
could beat them,” Davis 
said.

Regardless of how the 
rankings stand by the end 
of the season, the Bison 
and Bulldog match-up 
promises to be incredible. 

At publication, the Bison 
are 4-0 and ranked 2nd in 
the State Division III. 

The next game is on 
Friday, Dec. 18 v. Perry at 
home at 7:30.

By Ryan Marmaros
Sports Editor

Most of this year’s seniors have been playing together since 7th grade. 
Photo by Ryan Marmaros.

Boys Basketball Opens Season Strong, Leaves Room to Improve

In the Water With Bison Swimmers Hong, Askaryan and Joo

Junior Sanford 
Hong

I’ve heard these prac-
tices are exhausting and 
challenging, so what 
keeps you going?  

“The fact that I’m going 
to eat an insane amount 
of food after each practice 
… like pancakes or dough-
nuts. However, [it’s] usu-
ally rice.”

What do you need to 
work on this season?

“I need to work on 
spending more time in the 
water, along with building 
better relationships with 
the younger swimmers.” 

What is your favorite 
“pump up” song? 

“‘At Least I Have Noth-
ing’ by Saint Motel.” 

Senior Bagatur 
Askaryan

What are your goals 
for the season? 

“Make it to states and 
hopefully place this year.”

What’s the best thing 
you’ve accomplished in 
your past seasons? 

“Definitely qualifying for 
states.” 

How do you prepare 
yourself before meets? 

“Hmmm... I mean obvi-
ously the physical part of 
it, lots of stretching and 
warming up. But, I think 
more than that, mentally 
visualizing what I’m go-
ing to do and what I need 
to do, getting in the right 
mindset before I swim.”

What is your favorite 
“pump up” song? 

“Uh, I don’t have any 
pump up song. The Soviet 
National Anthem. ... That’s 
the best thing I’ve got.” 

Sophomore Jackie 
Joo

What are your future 
plans, and do they in-
volve swimming? Do you 
see yourself swimming 
in college? 

“I plan to swim for the 
rest of high school, but 
probably not college.” 

What are the practic-
es like? 

“*Giggles* Difficult, tir-
ing, mildly amusing and 
long.” 

What is your favor-
ite thing/least favorite 
thing about swimming?  

“Cold water [is my] least 
favorite thing about swim-
ming.” 

What is your favorite 
“pump up” song? 

“I don’t know. … Any-
thing loud, or angry rap 
songs. That usually does 
the trick.”

By Lindsey Fishman
Staff Writer

Photo by Bradford Douglas

in a professional game, as 
none of the characters are 
well developed. The pro-
tagonist reconnects with 
one character--the Vault 
Tec Rep-- after 200 years, 
and despite this stretch of 
time, he wears the same 
clothes, a shorthand likely 
implemented by the de-
signers on purpose, as the 
writers knew his clothes 
were his only recognizable 
feature.

Another feature of the 
game is a new dialogue 
system in which the player 
is limited to 3-4 lines. The 
intention was to stream-
line dialogue in order to 
allow it to progress at a re-
alistic pace. However, the 
dialogue options are often 
so nondescript that it’s im-
possible for the player to 
make informed decisions. 
For example, a contextual 
sarcasm option is offered 
that only reads “sarcastic”, 
offering no details whatso-
ever.

However, these limited 
choices are insignificant, 
since player choice has 
very little impact on game 
play anyway. All signifi-
cant moments play out the 
same, regardless of what 
dialogue options the player 
chooses. In the beginning 
of the game, the player 
is forced to enter the un-
derground shelter even if 
he or she refuses to do so. 
Thus far, the only conse-
quences I’ve seen from my 
choices have been reflected 
in other character’s com-
ments. Other games in the 
franchise feature radically 
different changes in game-
play that depend on the 
player’s choices.

Despite the developer’s 
reputation for making 
games featuring phenom-
enal artistic directions, 
Fallout 4 also falls short in 
this regard, as its artistic 
style is uninspired. A com-
mon complaint about the 
game has been its so-called 
poor graphical fidelity. In 
my opinion, it’s actually the 
poor artistry, as opposed to 
technical quality, that is the 
root of the game’s visual 
weakness. When Bethesda 
released Skyrim in 2011 
featuring graphics that did 
not match up to the techni-
cal intricacy of other games 
released that year, the game 
was still praised due to its 
commendable artistic style. 

In spite of its many flaws, 
Fallout 4 is by no means a 
poor game. It’s very easy 
to become engrossed for 
a significant stretch of 
time before losing inter-
est. However, it was clearly 
made for a safe, less criti-
cal demographic, as it is 
designed to be accessible. 
It lacks many of the series’ 
trademark characteristics 
inspired by traditional role 
playing games. 

Unlike previous Fallout 
games, the new version 
is best described as a ste-
reotypical open world ac-
tion game, as opposed to 
an atmospheric strategy 
game that’s driven by writ-
ing and player choices. It’s 
also worth noting that it 
feels more like a prototype 
for the developers’ next 
game, as it features some 
advancements in technol-
ogy but little significant 
change to the fundamental 
aspects that were featured 
in Fallout 3 and Skyrim.

ed by it,” she added. “Most 
people think you can just 
log off, but it’s not that 
easy. Even if I just bor-
rowed my friend’s phone 
for a quick call, I could see 
all the mean comments 
posted on my page.” 

“[Furthermore], I need 
to view social media sites 
to see the things teach-
ers post for school work. 
[When] I made a new ac-
count, the bullies [and] 
their cruelty just followed.” 

After experiencing bul-
lying, this student became 

depressed, started to see 
her grades drop and even 
considered the idea of 
taking her own life. Some 
people say that online bul-
lying is not a serious issue, 
but this student shows an 
example of how harmful 
cyberbullying can be. Ac-
cording to the National 
Bullying Prevention Cen-
ter, 14.8% of U.S. high 
school students are bullied 
online each year. 

Freshman Zoe Flate has 
also experienced some cy-
berbullying but treats it in 
a very different way. 

“It happens to every-
one,” she said. “No matter 

what you post, there will 
always be some hateful 
comment. That’s why [you] 
should just ignore them.”

School psychologist 
Kevin Kemelhar suggests 
that cyberbullying is more 
common than other forms 
because the bullies are able 
to hide behind a screen. 

“[Cyberbullying happens 
because students don’t] 
have to do it face to face,” 
he said. “It takes the place 
of having to talk out the 
situation, which then al-
lows [the bully] to continu-
ously harass [another].” 

Kemelhar also has some 
advice for any student that 

falls victim to cyberbullying. 
“Let someone know... 

such as your parents, or [at 
least] let someone in charge 
know, [like] your guidance 
counselor.”  

According to the BHS 
code of conduct, the stu-
dents are subject to punish-
ment if they do that act of 
bullying on school grounds. 
That means that if a student 
is bullying another student 
online, not while using the 
school wifi, using a school 
computer, or at a school-
sponsored event, it may be 
difficult for the school to 
enforce consequences. 

On the other hand, vic-

tims should contact the 
police about serious cases, 
as these may be subject to 
civil or criminal charges.

Asst. Principal Ryan 
Patti said that in cases of 
online bullying, he speaks 
with all involved. 

“[I sit] down with stu-
dents and speak with them 
and their families,” he said.

Although getting par-
ents involved does bring 
some justice to the issue, 
it’s more complicated to 
determine whether a pun-
ishment will be inflicted on 
the alleged bully. 

According to the article 
“The Online Avengers” 

published by The New York 
Times, an online organiza-
tion called OpAntibully, 
founded by a mother 
whose daughter commit-
ted suicide due to online 
bullying, was able to bring 
justice, leading to the ar-
rest of certain teens who 
were cyber bullies. 

Freshman Heather John-
son thinks that we need to 
do more to control this on-
going problem. 

“[BHS] needs to put up 
rules preventing cyberbul-
lying immediately. If we 
don’t control it now, it will 
only get worse.” 

Online Bullying
Continued from pg. 8
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For the December profiles, The Beachcomber interviewed students about their holiday traditions. 
Reporting by Raquel Wu. 

What Winter Holidays Do You Celebrate?

Ryan Muencz
Sophomore

Cameron Haynsworth
Junior

Kaleya Pipkins
Sophomore

Terence Jayapuram
Senior
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HANUKKAH

What is your family tradition?
We light the candles and we get presents.

What do you enjoy the most about the holiday?
Getting presents and being with my family.

What is your favorite memory of the holiday?
Getting an xbox.

What foods do you eat during this holiday?
We have latkes and other foods [and] jelly-filled donuts. 

CHRISTMAS

What is your family tradition?
We just go and get a tree and carry the tree back to the house. 

We decorate the tree; we get an ornament every year. And we give 
gifts and everything. 

What do you enjoy the most about the holiday?
Just being around with your family. There’s good food and 

everything. You can just be around and tell good stories and stuff.

What foods do you eat during this holiday?
We always make ham, holiday ham.

What is your family tradition?
We set up a big Christmas tree, and in the morning my mom 

makes a big breakfast and the family comes over. We all wear ugly 
Christmas sweaters.

What do you enjoy the most about the holiday?

I like giving people gifts and seeing the look on their faces. I 
think it’s really nice to make people happy.

What is your favorite memory of the holiday?
My favorite memory is probably when I got my first phone for 

Christmas. It was like a Samsung flip phone. 

What foods do you eat during this holiday?
Well, it’s always the special cookies my mom makes from 

scratch.

CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS

What is your family tradition?
Sometimes we visit a family in Chicago…[and] we usually 

do Christmas and New Year’s there. And if it’s at home, then we 
usually go to our mom’s best friend’s house in Hudson and we just 
open presents and do stuff there.

What do you enjoy the most about the holiday?

The weather and the food. The weather is like... a Saturday 
morning. ...It’s like all warm and it’s like cold outside, so it’s the 
best feeling. 

What is your favorite memory of the holiday?
Probably when we went to Times Square for New Year’s. ...I 

just remember it because there were a whole lot of people over 
there, and there was a show and fireworks and everything. 


