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By Christina Phelps
Editor in Chief

Volunteering at BHS: How Large is our Social Conscience?
Canned food drives, the jingling 

bells of salvation army workers and 
soup kitchens are as much a part of the 
holiday season as Hanukkah candles, 
Christmas trees and neatly wrapped 
presents. 

While many focus on giving and 
volunteer service exclusively during 
the holiday season, community service 
is an issue that BHS students think 
about more often than most in order to 
achieve the 50 required hours for grad-
uation and to fulfill the district’s mis-
sion to produce “entrepreneurs with a 
social conscience.”

But just how much is community 
service a part of the collective student 
conscience?  For some students and 
staff, Beachwood is a community of 
civically-minded youngsters. Yet for 
others, the ethos of BHS leaves some-
thing to be desired. 

The first issue is the civic character 
of the student body. Some, like sopho-
more Saige Eitman, social action vice 
president of her temple’s youth group, 
see this character as lacking.

“People in Beachwood are kind of in 
their own bubble, and they don’t realize 
there are so many other people who are 

less fortunate than we are,” she said. 
“I feel like people at Beachwood think 
that they’re at the top of the world and 
there’s nothing else out there.”

Others, like English teacher and 
leader of the Homeless Teens Drive 
Casey Matthews, say the opposite. “It’s 
just a generous population. Beachwood 
is just an amazing place because they 
do care,” she said. 

“The kids here, they’re interested 
in other people,” said senior and Am-
nesty International co-president Esme 
Eppell.

 “Once they know what’s going 
on, or once they’ve got the message 
through to them, I think they’re ea-
ger to help, volunteer, whatever it is. I 
think it’s just about getting the foot in 
the door,” she elaborated.

Some also question the 50 hours of 
community service requirement as a 
means of instilling a social conscience. 
Some feel that hours are plenty, while 
others see them as insignificant. 

“I know a lot of students have a lot 
on their plate, trying to keep up with 
grades and some of them have jobs 
outside of school. I think 50 hours is an 
amount most students can handle and 

they still get to see hopefully the ben-
efit of volunteering their time,” said 
National Honor Society advisor Amy 
Hazelton, on the pro-requirement side. 
Service is one of the five “pillars” (or 
key values) of NHS, and service hours 
are a prerequisite and an ongoing duty. 

“Some people don’t have time, 
they’re really busy with other things, 
so I think 50 hours is fair,” said Eppell, 
echoing Hazelton’s sentiment.  

Yet others think it’s not enough, 
like freshman Inkyu Kim, who is very 
involved in Teen Court (see pg. 8) “The 
more [hours] we have the more we can 
do to make a bigger change,” he said.

Still others disagree with the idea 
of a requirement entirely. “I don’t 
think we should have a requirement. I 
think people should help because they 
want to help. If you force someone to 
do it, they’re not going to want to do 
it, as much. That being said, with a re-
quirement, I guess that’s a way to get 
kids started,” said senior and Amnesty 
International co-president Danny Pa-
dilla. 

 “If kids don’t want to volunteer, 
they’re not going to volunteer, regard-
less of the requirements.They’re not 

going to really benefit hospital patients 
or the elderly if their hearts not in it,” 
elaborated Padilla.

Actually, BHS does measure up 
favorably when compared to other lo-
cal  schools. The programs of studies 
of many local public schools do not list 
community service as a graduation re-
quirement.

A third concern some have with 
the volunteer requirement is the actual 
kinds of volunteering students are do-
ing. Some feel students complete their 
requirements with less-than-meaning-
ful activities, while others feel that any 
kind of volunteering benefits the com-
munity.

Hazelton is of the opinion that stu-
dents could do more meaningful ac-
tivities to fufill their requirements as 
National Honor Society members. “I 
would like for NHS members to start 
doing more meaningful activities that 
will affect the community as a whole,” 
she said.

Eitman also feels that students fill 
their requirements with substandard 
volunteering.  “I think the 50 [hours 
are] great, but I don’t think kids know 
what to do with it. I think they [only 

Football Coach Williams Resigns after 7-3 Season 

By Cathy Perloff
Opinion Editor

Varsity Head Football Coach Ryan Williams calls the plays for a Bison win against Warrensville Heights. 
Photo by Kate Opre

     After six years as head coach of the 
BHS varsity football team, Ryan Wil-
liams has resigned. Williams ended 
this season with one of the best records 
that BHS football has seen in many 
years, falling just short of the playoffs. 
     For most, Williams’ resignation was 
sad but not shocking.   
     Assistant coach Adam Bickel said, “I 
was not surprised by Coach Williams’ 
decision, [but] of course there is a part 
of me that is saddened by it. We built 

a team from 0-10 to four consecutive 
winning years. There will be sadness 
because we wanted to finish the job, 
the vision, the goal of bringing cham-
pionships to Beachwood.”
     As for why he resigned, Williams ex-
plained, “I just decided that I’m ready 
to move on to other football challeng-
es.”
     However, some players indicated al-
ternative reasons. 
     Junior right tackle Josh Goode sug-
gested football players felt they did 
not receive sufficient support from the 

school administration. 
     “I feel there’s a lot of support from 
the student body, but I just wish there 
was more support from the people with 
authority,” said Goode.   
     Senior Rob Goldberg also attributed 
Williams’ resignation to lack of com-
munication and support.
     Athletic Director Ryan Peters ex-
plained, “I’m sure in the back of his 
mind, there’s some things that he wish 
would have been handled differently. I 
don’t want to speak on his behalf, but it 
is obviously an emotional time for ev-

erybody involved.” 
     Peters later wrote in an email,  “We 
will remember all of his coaching tri-
umphs and success over the past six 
years... He made a difference in many 
of our football players’ lives, and should 
be commended for his hard work and 
dedication to our student athletes and 
our community.”
     Assistant coach Herb Schoen de-
clined to be interviewed.
     Bickel declined to comment on the 
speculation that Williams’ resignation 
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    Shoppers piled through the doors 
of retail centers all across the Greater 
Cleveland area late Thanksgiving eve-
ning and early Black Friday morning, 
kicking off this year’s holiday shop-
ping season. Retail workers and man-
agers were more than prepared.

 “We had a very good day,” said Rob 
Clarke, General Manager at Beach-
wood Place. “I would say [this year’s 
turnout] was similar if not a little bit 
ahead [of previous years].”

While Beachwood Place offi-
cially opened for business at 8:00 
a.m. on Black Friday, Clarke said ap-
proximately twelve stores at the mall 
opened their doors between midnight 
and 6:00 a.m.

When asked if the mall would 
consider opening its doors earlier 
than 8:00 a.m. to follow the trend 
set forth by other retail centers and 
stores around the country, Clarke said 
it wasn’t likely. He explained that the 
average customer at Beachwood Place 
is not one that would want to shop at 
midnight on Black Friday.

   According to Clarke, the mall’s 
parking lots were “very accessible” 
to shoppers on Black Friday, and the 
mall management was prepared. “We 
always staff according to the anticipa-
tion of your customer, regardless if it’s 
Black Friday, or the day after Christ-
mas, or the middle of January. We 
staff accordingly whether it’s security, 
housekeeping, maintenance or guest 

services,” said Clarke.
Clarke said the mall management 

will primarily dedicate their efforts to 
promote Beachwood Place the remain-
der of the holiday season via social me-
dia.

In Cleveland’s west side suburbs, 
malls were just as packed, if not more.

“We had a larger crowd [between 
midnight and 5:00 a.m.] than we 
had last year, and more of our stores 
opened at midnight as well,” said An-
nie Dorsey, Marketing Director at 
Westfield Great Northern in North 
Olmsted. Dorsey said that approxi-
mately 70 stores in the mall opened 
at midnight this year, which is twenty 
stores more than 2011. She added that 
over 10,500 people visited the mall 
between midnight and 5:00 a.m. on 
Black Friday.

As for special incentives to get 
shoppers out to Westfield Great 
Northern, Dorsey said that there was 
no need for the mall itself to offer any. 
“We did not do any special incentives 
this year because the retailers did a 
good enough job on their own,” she 
explains.

Dorsey said that Black Friday shop-
pers were particularly interested in the 
mall’s Disney Store, evidenced by the 
fact that it had one of the longest lines 
of any store in the mall.

Dorsey explained that it would 
benefit holiday shoppers to visit West-
field Great Northern, citing it as “the 

best indoor [shopping] center on the 
west side… it’s a good place to get 
things done.”

“We’re estimating we’re up 15 to 
20% over last year [in crowd turn-
out],” said Andy Selesnik, Marketing 
Director at SouthPark Mall in Strongs-
ville. “We noticed our biggest traffic 
increase was from midnight to 3:00 
in the morning,” Selesnik said. South-
Park Mall was open from midnight to 
10:00 p.m. on Black Friday.

Selesnik said that the mall was pre-
pared for crowds. “We plan for that 
stuff. When we know we’re going to 
have higher crowds, we obviously in-
crease our levels [of security].”

According to Selesnik, many stores 
at SouthPark Mall were popular with 
shoppers on Black Friday, including 
Hollister, Abercrombie & Fitch, Bath 
& Body Works, and Forever 21. Ac-
cording to Selesnik, “a majority of the 
stores are very happy with the way the 
weekend went.”

For the remainder of the holiday 
season, SouthPark will promote their 
extended hours. Selesnik added that 
the mall will continue to be marketed 
as the largest “family” shopping center 
in Northeast Ohio. “We have what we 
think is the best mix of stores.”

However, malls weren’t the only 
hotspot for Black Friday shoppers.

“We had a great turnout this 
year,” said Melissa Ruh, Store Team 
Leader at the Target store at Univer-

sity Square in University Heights. Al-
though this had been Ruh’s first Black 
Friday working at this particular Tar-
get store, she had been told by others 
that the crowd was almost double from 
what it had been in previous years.

Target opened at 9:00 p.m. on 
Thanksgiving and remained open until 
11:00 p.m. on Black Friday. “Last year 
we opened at midnight [on Black Fri-
day]… what we’ve found is that people 
keep coming [to earlier openings].”

Though the opening time of Tar-
get on Black Friday seems to be get-
ting earlier each year, Ruh said that 
the items shoppers are interested in 
haven’t changed. “[What was popu-
lar this year is] what’s popular every 
year… it’s the cameras, it’s the TVs, it’s 
the appliances.”

While local retail centers were 
successful on Black Friday, The Wall 
Street Journal reports that nationally 
consumer spending was not as strong 
as last year. The WSJ added that there 
was a decline in spending in brick-
and-mortar stores, with online shop-
ping websites being the “big winners” 
of the weekend following Black Friday.

Overall, Clarke said sales at Beach-
wood Place stores were up and both 
shoppers and merchants were satis-
fied. “All the department stores did 
well, the [stores inside the mall] did 
well… I think at the end of the day 
that’s what your measuring stick is. 
That’s what’s important.”

How’s the Economy Doing? We Asked Local Retailers 
By Grant Gravagna 
News Editor

BHS an Incubator for Young Business Talent 

It is not every day that a student 
launches his or her own company. But 
at BHS, many students have done so. 

A few years ago, BHS senior Jon 
Sender launched a media conver-
sion company. Currently, junior Wes 
Darvin has a startup selling pictures to 
parents taken during athletics. How-
ever, perhaps the best example of a 
young business leader is junior Danny 
Sheridan.

Sheridan has independently run 
wholesale company Mr Beams for 5 
years. Before he launched his website, 
however, he ran an eBay page selling a 
multitude of products.  “A great line of 
products that wasn’t being sold on eBay 
was my original business venture. It 

then became evident that I could start 
two of my own sites, sell them at trade 
shows and sell them at local hardware 
stores too,” said Sheridan.

Since he began selling, 
his sales in the United States 
have been counted in hun-
dreds, with many customers 
buying nothing more than 
battery-powered, ambient-
sensor-activated lights with an 
adhesive on the base.

How do teachers and 
students perceive the idea of 
young business people in high 
school? In an e-mail, BHS 
business and marketing teacher Greg 
Perry explained, “We are so fortunate 
in Beachwood to be surrounded with 
such a rich community of both large 
and small businesses.  I believe that 
the Beachwood business community 
fosters entrepreneurs and you can see 
it in our student entrepreneurs.”

Perry instructs two courses: In-
tro to Business and Marketing. “The 
class focuses around current topics in 
business that affect us personally and 
professionally, as well as, locally and 
globally.  I help students recognize that 
their hobbies and interests can be cul-
tivated into, not only careers, but also 
into their own businesses,” he said.

An Excel TECC program at BHS 
also focuses on marketing. The pro-
gram is responsible for designing and 
planning what used to be known as the 
Green Dream and is now referred to 
as “Entrovation,” a new venture by the 
program.

“I’ve gained skills and made pro-
fessional connections that I would nev-
er have gotten without being a part of 
this class. We’re using all of these skills 
and experiences to make “Entrovation” 
the most successful event that the class 

has ever done,” said senior marketing 
student Michael Dailey.

“One of my top priorities in the 

Marketing Class is to help each student 
to develop themselves into their own 
business,” said Perry. “Whether they 
are ‘selling themselves’ to a college, a 
scholarship, or a job, they need to rec-
ognize that they are a brand.”

BHS also offers a club for young 
entrepreneurs looking to get a head 
start on their stock portfolio. The BHS 
Stock Club places 100,000 virtual dol-
lars into the hands of its club partici-
pants, and teaches students how to buy, 
trade and sell stocks, as they would in 
the real world.

In response to 
a prompt regarding 
the value of young 
businesspeople in a 
high school setting, 
English teacher 
Todd Butler had 
this to say: “ I know 
this is cynical to 
say, but I am not 
sure that is always 
a great thing; how-
ever, from a total 
business stand-
point, I guess the 
earlier the indoc-

trination, perhaps the better.”
But just what does it take to start 

your own business, even while in high 
school? Sophie Mador-
sky, a friend of Sheri-
dan and a Cleveland 
Heights High School 
student, said, “Danny is 
a very fortunate kid. He 
has everything he needs 
and comes from a very 
smart business family... 
He works very hard for 
his success, he is con-
stantly selling products 
on eBay or advertising 

his Mr Beams LED lights. ... He spear-
heads his business but he does have a 
great amount of help and support from 
his family.”

Sheridan may be one of the most 
prominent student business leaders in 
Beachwood, but he isn’t alone.

“One of the things that makes 
student entrepreneurs so special, is 
that they have found something about 
which they are passionate. They not 
only dream about success, they make it 
happen,” said Perry.

By Max Bleich
Online Editor-in-Chief

Junior Danny Sheridan shows 
off his Mr Beam product. 
Photo by Cathy Perloff 

“One of the things that makes student 
entrepreneurs so special, is that they 

have found something about which they 
are passionate. They not only dream 
about success, they make it happen.” 

-Business teacher Greg Perry
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Bison Basketball Boys Take Victory 

By Emilykate Hopson-Boyd 
Staff Writer
    After three years of being defeated, 
on Saturday Dec. 1 the Beachwood Bi-
son won their first game of the season 
against Orange. At time of publication, 
the Bison remain undefeated with a re-
cord 4-0. 
    The Bison’s game against Orange was 
filled with spirited fans, as the crowd 
cheered “He’s a freshman” towards 
Ronald Jones, and waved posters of 
Jordan Richardson, Jon Tramer, and 
John Davis’s faces. Bison pride perme-
ated the lion’s den. 
    Although the team got off to a rocky 
start in the first quarter, the fans did 

not lose hope. “We started off a little 
shaky, but we are going to rise to the 
top,” said Sophomore Cariana Aikins 
during the first quarter.
    Beachwood’s first shot was made by 
Jordan Richardson, number 35. By the 
end of the first quarter, the score was 
11-8, Bison. 
    Head-to-head in the second quar-
ter, Beachwood rose up. Ronald Jones 
made a two pointer, and Julio Stevens 
followed up with the last two pointer in 
the second quarter, making the score 
33 to 22. 
    To get a lead on Orange, Beachwood 
made a three-pointer at the top of the 
third quarter. 

    “The tension was very intense during 
[third] quarter”, said by sophomore, 
Shaneice James. 
    Even in the last few minutes of the 
game, Orange students looked defeat-
ed. However, after this amazing win, 
Beachwood students, parents, teachers 
and staff cheered their team on. 
    Senior cheerleader Ashley Small 
said, “I am so happy that we actually 
won this year, after three years.”
    After the game,  Ami Scherson de-
scribed, “After being beat during foot-
ball season, winning this is like a dream 
come true.” 
    The players were proud of the accom-
plishment as well. Senior captain and 

center player Jordan Richardson said, 
“It was a great win, we went out there 
and did what we had to do.” 
    Through the years the size of the team 
has decrease, but it is not stopping 
them from  developing their skills and 
showing off their talent. “[The team is] 
smaller but faster,” said Richardson.
    After all of the training and prepa-
ration the Boys Varsity held up their 
promise and won their most-viewed 
games of the season.
    Now, there is a bigger goal the team 
faces. 
“States. We’re going to Columbus,” 
said Richardson. 

Bison fans dress in Black-Out attire, and hold up faces of John Davis, Jon Tramer and Jordan Richardson. Photo by Emilykate Hopson-Boyd

man basketball. 
     “Mike Coreno asked 
if I wanted to help out, 
and since I go to a lot of 
the games anyway I said 
I would be happy to,” 
said Alexander.
      Some players stand-
ing out this year have 
been the new fresh-
man members of the 
team, including Jaelyn 
Pounds, Maurina Nunn 
and Jada Stevens. 
    The team has im-
proved their attitude. 
     “Because everyone’s 
returning from last 

year, and they didn’t have the best sea-
son last year,” said Alexander. “It was 
[important to get] them to realize that 
although the personnel didn’t change, 
they could change their mindset.” 
    “We communicate with each other a 
lot,” said Aldridge
    The team gets support from parents 
and students, but could use more fans 
at games.
    “There’s been more students at 
games this year, as compared with last 
year,” said Alexander. “As teams win, 
more people show up to see them play.
The students have a lot of home games 
coming up, the students will start to 
show up more and more.” 
     The girls hope to keep their unde-
feated record when the freshmen girls  
play John Adams on Thursday Dec. 
20 at home and  the varsity girls play 
Garfield Heights, Saturday Dec. 22 at 
home. 

Football Cont’d from pg. 1
was in response to the controversy sur-
rounding Beachwood going to the play-
offs this season.  
     Williams said, “...the school teachers 
and administration were always sup-
portive of me and my effort.”
    Regardless of Williams’ reasons, 
Bickel echoed the sentiments of the 
players and other coaches, saying 
“Coach Williams did not quit on the 
program or any player. It was just time 
to look for the next challenge in his 
coaching career.” 
     Since assistant coaches often come 
and go with the head coach, nine as-
sistant coaching positions are up for 
rehiring as well. Bickel has already de-
cided to go another direction. 
     “Unfortunately, I will not be return-
ing to Beachwood... After eight seasons 
…  it is time to move on,” said Bickel. 
     While this job is Williams’ first time 
holding the title of head coach, he was 
assistant coach at Maple Heights, Case 
Western and Bedford St. Peter Chanel 
prior to coming to Beachwood. Under 
his coaching, Chanel made the State 
Playoffs three seasons in a row and 
Maple Heights went to State Playoffs 
all five seasons he coached. 
     Williams has yet to decide where 
his next coaching job will be, but many 
opportunities have already been made 
available to him. 
     Williams emphasized the impor-
tance of teamwork. “[The success of 
the football team] had less to do with 
me and more to do with the assistant 
coaches and the players,” he said.
     Coach Bickel will also miss the ca-
maraderie among the nine coaches. 
“We had a fantastic coaching staff that 

worked very well together. It took us 
years to build continuity, and we were 
much more successful because of that,” 
he said. 
     Players also affirmed they felt in-
spired by the coaches. 
     “What I will remember the most is 
how much he fought for us, he cared 
about all forty of us,” said Rotsky. “[At 
our game against Berkshire] I remem-
ber Rob Goldberg pointed to him and 
said ‘we’re gonna get this one for you.’ 
[Coach Williams] just has a way of in-
spiring you. You want to win the game 
as much for yourself and him as well; 
it’s a respect thing.”
      Peters spoke of the team’s future. “I 
think whoever comes in has phenom-
enal opportunities, the sky’s the limit,” 
he said. “I think next year’s team will be 
equally good, if not better. But there’s 
going to be some growing pains too... 
I’m going to bank on that new coach 
to make sure that they make every kid 
feel special, and help them reach their 
ultimate level of potential. It’s my job 
to make sure that our coaches do that.”
     Regardless of where Williams goes, 
he will not forget Beachwood. 
     “I appreciate and had a great time 
over the last six years, I will never for-
get the great times that we had, and the 
great experience. I’m just grateful that 
Beachwood gave me the opportunity to 
be head coach,” said Williams. 
      The Beachwood community will also 
have fond memories of Williams. 
    “If you leave a position making an 
impact and changing a life, you should 
be very proud when you leave,” said 
Peters. “Williams deserves that credit, 
that’s for sure.”

     The Girls Basketball team has an 
undefeated record of 6-0 at publication 
and is ranked first in the metro division 
of the CVC. 
     On Friday, Dec. 14, the team beat 
Independence 60-50.  
     Team Captain Micah Aldridge was 
selected as this week’s Player of the 
Week in The Plain Dealer.
    With a new coaching staff, the girls 
have a good game plan for the rest of 
the season. 
     The new coach Mike Coreno has in-
tensified the practices this season. 
    “This year we run, while last year we 
didn’t run at all,” said captain Mikah 
Aldridge. “The things we do are on a 
different level from last year.” 
     The team also has a new volunteer 
assistant coach, Craig Alexander. This 
is not Alexander’s first rodeo. In the 
past he was the head coach of boys bas-
ketball, plus he coached JV and fresh-

Girls Hoops Start Strong
By Emily Topilow
Arts & Life Editor 

Mikah Aldridge takes charge against Independence. 
Photo by Emilykate Hopson-Boyd

With reporting by 
Cathy Perloff



By Alex Machtay
Staff writer
    The public opinion on Marijuana 
seems to be changing. Some people 
would say it’s evolving, that people are 
realizing it isn’t particularly bad, and 
that it’s no worse than alcohol or ciga-
rettes. Marijuana is actually terrible 
for a user’s health and its legalization 
would bring shocking dangers to the 
United States.
    First, it has to be acknowledged that 
Marijuana is far worse than many peo-
ple think. Marijuana causes damage to 
the user the first time. Marijuana hurts 
memory and learning for days or weeks 
after each use, and consistent users 
will function at a “suboptimal level”, 
according to a 2010 National Institute 
on Drug Abuse fact sheet. Marijuana 
use by men is linked to testicular can-
cer, according to a recent University 
of Southern California study. So Mari-
juana’s dangers go significantly farther 
than just impairing the user. 
    Those for marijuana legalization 
argue that other health-harmful sub-
stances are legal, like cigarettes and 
alcohol, and that these are equally 
bad, if not worse than Marijuana. But 
the fact that cigarettes and alcohol are 
bad for a person’s health does not jus-
tify legalizing Marijuana. Both alcohol 
and Marijuana put the rest of society 
at risk. According to the Center for 
Disease Control, in 2010 there were 
10,228 deaths in car accidents that in-
volved alcohol-31% of all traffic related 
deaths. Drugs other than alcohol were 
also involved in 18% of these accidents. 
Furthermore, “drivers who consume 
cannabis within three hours of driv-
ing are nearly twice as likely [to have a 
moving violation] as those who aren't 

under the influence of drugs or alco-
hol,” according to a Dalhousie Univer-
sity study. With Marijuana legalized, 
people won’t be as confined to their 
homes to smoke- so they’ll be more 
likely to smoke at another person’s 
house or a bar- and then drive home. 
The increase in the risk of accidents be-
cause of more impaired drivers will put 
everyone on the road in more danger. 
    The public opinion of Marijuana has 

not been evolving. Instead, it has been 
degrading, deteriorating into accep-
tance of the use of something so dan-
gerous. With as many of the dangers as 
we see in today’s world, the action to 
take is to reinforce laws against Mari-
juana use and prevent it from being so-
licited in the first place. Legalizing is a 
step in the wrong direction. 

“I’m for it.  It makes people happy.” 
- freshman Justin Edwards

“I think that marijuana is a drug and it 

should not be abused. However it should 

be legalized for medical purposes. I don’t 

condone using marijuana but I’m not go-

ing to be mad at the States for doing it 

because its no worse than tobacco or al-

cohol. ” - sophomore Maya Gaines-Smith

“We’re holding marijuana users to a 

higher standard than tobacco users and 

if we’re going to make one thing illegal 

we sho uld make both illegal.” 

- freshman Sri Vidya Uppalapati

“It causes depression, money is-

sues, and it affects your futur e if 

you’re a young adult.” 

- senior Jordan Rose

By Jake Lowenkamp
Staff Writer

    I’m just going to come right out and 
say it: marijuana should be legalized 
for recreational use. Now, before you 
write me off as crazy, take three min-
utes out of your life to read what I have 
to say. 
    So let’s look at what would happen 
if weed were legalized for recreational 

use: A new industry would develop that 
could be taxed both federally and at the 
state level. Millions of new jobs would 
appear as farms would be cultivated 
across the country and factories built 
to handle the packaging. 
    The drug would become a much 
more regulated substance – that’s right 
-- it is out of control currently – as the 
government would be able to inspect 
exactly where it is coming from and 
where it is going. 
    The cartels that currently export 
massive amounts of marijuana to the 
U.S. would be fresh out of luck, greatly 

reducing tension across the Mexican/
U.S. border, and alleviating the vio-
lence in Mexico itself. 
    The U.S. would be able to gain a huge 
trade advantage, allowing exports to 
increase in the future. Considering 
the fact that most countries have yet 
to legalize it, the production would be 
forced (for the most part) to stay local 
to the U.S., and, once legalized glob-
ally, the U.S. would already have an 
enormous leg up on the competition. 
Crime rates would drop significantly as 
needless arrests for marijuana produc-
tion, ownership, and trafficking would 
no longer be criminal offenses, and 
police could return to stopping actual 
crime. So if none of those things strike 
you as appealing, I don’t even know 
what to tell you.
    Now, let’s consider some of the pos-
sible negatives of recreational legaliza-
tion. First, there is the fear that every-
body will just get high all the time and 
stop working as hard. If you honestly 
believe that, allow me to ask you some-
thing: How many people do you know 
of legal age that come to work drunk all 
the time? I see. 
    Just because weed is legalized, the 
workforce of America will not go up in 
a wonderful purple-clouded blaze. Al-
cohol has yet to destroy our economy 
and, on a completely different sub-
ject, lung, throat and gum cancer are 
already caused by legal tobacco prod-
ucts. So don’t even start with me about 
how it’s not good for you. 
    According to the University of Cali-
fornia Center for Medicinal Cannabis 
Research, marijuana is an effective 
treatment for patients with neuropathy 
and a number of other illnesses such 
as diabetic peripheral neuropathy and 
multiple sclerosis. 
    If you have a concern with legalizing 
pot, ask yourself if that concern could 
also apply to alcohol, which is perfectly 
legal already. Don’t deprive the coun-
try of a great opportunity for progress.

Cartoon by Erlein Tacastacas

Opini

The medical use of Marijuana I do support. My 

biggest concern with Marijuana is that it calms 

people down to the effect that we might see them 

not being productive members of society. 

-BHS school psychologist Ronna Posta 

n

Marijuana Bad for Public  Health

On Election Day 2012, voters in Colorado and Washington state voted to legalize recreational marijuana use. Recently, lawmakers in Rhode Island, 
Indiana,Vermont, Illinois, Montana, and Pennsylvania have made moves towards legalization, according to CBS News. Minnesota, Colarado and Washing-
ton’s laws currently conflict with federal law, which classifies marijuana as an illegal substance. According to a National Institute on Drug Abuse 2011 survey, 
22.6% of 12th graders said they used it in the month before the survey. In light of the current controversey, and the high rate of use among teenagers, the 
Beachcomber posees the question to the BHS student body: Are you in favor of marijuana legalization?

Legalization will Benefit the  U.S.

Crime rates are definitely about to go down 

with this. Because if its legal, the cartels 

lose business. When someone’s robbing 

a bank, you never hear that they were on 

Marijuana.”-freshman Caroline Stern 
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     It’s soon to be winter in Cleveland, 
and that means we’ll all be very cold. 
When we’re cold, many of us would re-
ally like to wear hats or hoodies, but 
the school does not allow it.
    The policy of not wearing hats, which 
is a very old policy, is chiefly for secu-
rity reasons.  According to Assistant 
Principal Paul Chase, the idea is that 
teachers and administrators should be 
able to see someone’s face and eyes to 
tell if they could be a risk to the safe-
ty of other students. Another reason 
Chase gave was that it doesn’t look ap-
propriate for the school environment. 
Chase did note that, for girls, wearing a 
hat just on the back of the head, “catch-
ing your hair [to keep it] out of your 
eyes,” is more acceptable, and that of 
course hats and head coverings are fine 
for religious purposes.
    The full text of the rule is as follows: 
“Head coverings of any kind, with the 
exception of those worn for religious 
reasons, are prohibited. This includes 
hats, hoods, scarves and stocking caps, 
for example.”

Do Cold Heads Help Us Learn? Let’s Get Mad About the Hat Ban
By Lizzie Bream
Staff Writer

    So the rule effectively prohibits any 
non-religious head covering.
    I agree that teachers should be able 
to see a student’s face, but I’d like to 
see the rule revised to allow students 

more options. I believe that, as long 
as we don’t wear hats or hoods pulled 
over our eyes or covering some other 
part of our face, we should be allowed 
to wear them in class. At the least, we 

should be allowed to wear them after 
we come into class, so the teachers can 
see our faces first and ascertain that we 
are not a threat to the well being and 
security of the school as a whole.
    It doesn’t take away from my abil-
ity to learn if you’re wearing a hat, and 
vice versa.  If it helps you learn to be 
warmer, and if that includes wearing a 
hat, I see no problem with it if you are 
not disrupting anyone (and your fea-
tures are visible).  I do understand the 
need for security, but I also think we 
need to be able to function, and, when 
you’re in a cold classroom, you need all 
the warmth you can get.
    If wearing a hat helps me learn, I 
should be allowed to do so. I don’t be-
lieve anyone’s learning ability is inca-
pacitated by covering part of his or her 
head, and I don’t believe anyone will be 
seriously distracted.  If we are even al-
lowed to put them on after the teachers 
determine that we’re not threatening 
anyone’s security, it would still help at 
least some students learn better.

Illustration by Alicia Campos

BHS Teens are Afraid to Show Passion

    We’ve all been there. You’re new to 
an activity, and it’s something you’ve 
been dying to do. So you arrive to the 
first meeting, full of trepidation spiked 
with a healthy dose of hope.    
     You sit in one of those circles, a pe-
tri dish of high school awkwardness, 
knee-to-knee with two random strang-
ers. You have to give your name, grade, 
and why you are there. You’re expect-
ing everyone to share your enthusiasm 
but each person gives more of an apa-
thetic reason than the next:
    “I guess I kind of like to do this 
thing...“My mom made me do it.”
When it comes to you, you say, 
    “Well, I think it’s going to look re-
ally good on my college application,” 
ashamed and relieved.
    But why is passion such a dirty word? 
Why is apathy so du rigor? What’s 

wrong with doing something because 
you’re genuinely interested?
    This passion-phobia is a cancer that 
affects most teenagers, and it’s not 
hard to understand why.  The more 
detached you are from something, the 
less likely people will associate it with 
your persona. Communicating passion 
is a way for people to peer into who you 
truly are. To be perfectly honest, it’s 
scary. If people know who you really 
are, they can judge you unfavorably.
    The adolescent period is a time of 
heightened peer awareness, and self-
revelation. Why would you want peo-
ple knowing who you are when you 
don’t who you are yourself, especially 
people who are better than you (or at 
least think they are)?
    Passion is the lifeblood of innova-
tion.  It’s the fuel of progress.  How 
would Martin Luther King take down 
Jim Crow if he didn’t care about the 
plight of his race? If Jonas Salk didn’t 
care about polio, why would he bother 
inventing the life-saving vaccine? How 
could Carl Bernstein and Bob Wood-
ward expose political corruption if they 

didn’t care about the fate of the nation? 
    Without passion, life would just be 
one event after the other. If we are apa-
thetic, or even pretend to be apathetic, 
we are like shells on the beach, riding 
carelessly on the tsunami of fate. Pas-
sion allows us to surf on the wave’s 
peaks--take control of our destiny. 
When there’s something we care about, 
we have a stake in the current of hap-
penings, a reason for living.
    

But faking indifference at the first 
meeting of an extra-curricular surely 
can’t be so consequential, right? Well, 
not exactly. Once you hide in indiffer-
ence’s cozy cave, it’s hard to get out. 
Now people think of you as just one of 
those people doing that thing. If you 

identify yourself, your neutral image 
will be tarnished. You might even be 
mocked for lacking the integrity origi-
nally. 
    Furthermore, you could lose that en-
thusiasm that first brought you to the 
meeting. The more you pretend not 
to care, the more time you’re spend-
ing protecting your image, and the less 
time you’re spending doing what you 
came for… pretty soon you actually 
stop caring. It’s a catch-22: if you don’t 
hide, you could be mocked, and if you 
do and then show yourself bright-eyed 
and bushy-tailed, you could be mocked 
even more so and lose your passion al-
together. 
    So how does one escape this deadly 
trap? Be honest. You don’t “kind of” 
like the activity. You’re not there be-
cause your mom made you do it. You’re 
not at the club meeting for your col-
lege applications. For goodness sakes, 
you’re there because you want to be. 
YOU are the catalyst. YOU are taking 
the reins of destiny and pursuing what 
you love. 

By Catherine Perloff
Opinion Editor

The Beachcomber, through its editorial pages, provides an open forum for student expression. This newspaper is equally dedicated to afford- ing an opportunity 
to all BHS students and staff to express their opinions on these pages. All unsigned editorials appearing in The Beachcomber represent the opinions of the edito-
rial board. They do not necessarily reflect the views of the student body, the staff, or the administration of Beachwood High School. The Beachcomber welcomes 
all letters to the editor, whether critical, complimentary, or informative. They must be signed, although names will be withheld upon request in cases that may 
be awkward or embarrassing to the writer. Letters should be delivered to Editor-in-Chief Christina Phelps at cphelps@beachwoodstudents.org. To contact 
Beachcomber adviser Josh Davis, please email him at jmd@beachwoodschools.org. 
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BHS Fulfills its Creed: Entrepeneurs with a Social Conscience

Passion is the life-
blood of innovation. 

It’s the fuel of 
progress. 

From Danny Sheridan establish-
ing his own business to sophomores 
Inkyu Kim and Jon Shapiro volunteer-
ing on the Teen Court, this issue has 
reflected that Beachwood is capable of 
developing two types of students: both 
the intellectual entrepreneurs and the 
socially conscious hail from BHS. 

Of course, there are some stu-
dents who are not crazy about commu-
nity service or entrepreneurism. Nev-
ertheless, for students who do express 
interest, there are teachers devoted to 
cultivating both mindsets. As pointed 
out in this issue, English teacher Casey 
Matthews is coordinating a toiletry 
drive for homeless teens, and mar-

keting teacher Gregory Perry teaches 
business classes. These are only two of 
many examples of teachers whose work 
upholds the Beachwood City School 
District’s mission statement. 

Thus, instead of criticizing some 
aspect of Beachwood, as BHS students 
often find ourselves doing, this holiday 
season, The Beachcomber staff thank-
ing our school and our teachers for 
seeking to develop the quality student 
summed up in our mission statement. 
Our creed should not be considered 
lame or superficial, because it truly 
depicts what most will agree is the 
quintessential student. If you wanted 
to develop the perfect student, phrase 

would you use to encapsulate this role 
model?  

A high schooler with an entrepre-
neurial mindset is one who is industri-
ous, tenacious and takes what the world 
gives to build something better. A stu-
dent with a social conscence is one who 
has the humble mindset of improving 
society and giving back to the com-
munity. Therefore, an ‘intellectual en-
trepreneur with a social conscience’ is 
somebody who not only makes things 
happen for himself or herself, but also 
is aware of the larger world, and cares 
enough to make a difference. What 
more could one ask of a kid? 



Holiday Time-Wasters
Two weeks away from school is a long time. In between studying for 

upcoming finals, take a look at these 
YouTube videos selected by the Beachcomber staff to 

bring a little joy to your holidays!

“Eye Of The Sparrow” — A 
Bad Lip Reading of the First 
2012 Presidential Debate

Charlie bit my finger - again !

David After Dentist

Unicorn After Wisdom Teeth

Extremely Scary Ghost
Elevator Prank in Brazil
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think to] volunteer at a camp for kids 
who are paying a couple hundred dol-
lars, but you’re not making a difference 
when you do that,” she said, referring 
to BHS students who volunteer at paid 
camps for affluent children. “You’re 
just a face to a little kid’s summer.” 

Others don’t believe that the kind 
of volunteering can invalidate the ex-
perience, like Padilla. “Volunteering is 
volunteering,” he said. 

A last concern is that students are 
ignorant of volunteering opportunities.
Would students choose more meaning-
ful activities if they had more knowl-
edge? For Kim, the answer is yes. “The 
biggest problem is that many students 
don’t know where to go, so they just go 
with their family’s company, and don’t 
do something that would help the com-
munity,” said Kim.

 “I think most kids dread [volunteer 

“Everybody’s story is different, 
but they all started out as rebellious 
teenagers, and that’s what encourages 
me to keep going. I don’t want this for 
our youth,” said Teen Court coordina-
tor Sabrina Future. “If they can have a 
change of heart and a change of mind, 
then they can have a change of action.”

Teen Court is an alternative pro-
gram for teenagers charged with mis-
demeanors such as shoplifting. Teen-
age volunteers from the Cleveland area 
comprise the court, and try fellow teen-
agers. The court session proceeds like 
a regular juvenile hearing, but there is 
no adult intervention. 

“A case goes to a [juvenile court], 
which then decides to send it to Teen 
Court for us to figure out the best so-
lution,” explained sophomore Inkyu 
Kim. “One of us represents [the teen-
ager being tried], and the others try to 
get a sort of punishment that will make 
[the accused] learn from their deci-
sion.” 

The Teen Court program was orig-
inally created to relieve juvenile courts 
from an overflow of cases. The program 
is partly funded by the Disproportion-
ate Minority Contact, a branch of the 
Federal Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention that seeks to 
address discrimination in the justice 
system. 

Teen Court has proven to be a suc-
cessful corrective measure for teens. 
According to the YMCA website, the 
Teen Court program has had a 95% 
completion rate. This means that 95% 
of students tried in the court have 
fulfilled the consequence assigned to 
them. 

“First of all, we don’t say punish-
ment,” said Future. “If you say pun-
ishment, they go through the process, 
but they don’t learn anything because 
they feel you’re punishing them but not 
teaching them. We want people to take 
ownership [of their actions], so we say 
consequence.” 

Most students who go through the 
court must attend a seminar, attend 
a Student Leadership Club meeting, 
write an apology letter, write an essay, 
sit on the Teen Court, attend a social 
event and submit a report card. 

These consequences are made to 
encourage and uplift students rather 
than shame them. As Kim described 
it, “[The Teen Court’s] goal is to turn 
a negative situation into a positive life-
time experience.” 

While Teen Court seems to be a 
success story for participants tried 
in the court, it is also a perspective-
broadening experience for volunteer 
students who lead the court hearings. 

Sophomore Alexander Machtay 
also expressed how the concept of 
Teen Court has appealed to him. He 
explained that being responsible for 
dealing out consequences to another 
teenager can be empowering. 

“I think kids like responsibility, es-
pecially when they get [a case that is] 
pretty interesting, and they get to de-
cide about it,” said Machtay. 

“The whole point is to have a fresh 
perspective on peer-to-peer evalua-
tion,” he went on to say.

In running the Teen Court pro-
gram, Future also aims to encourage 
students to explore issues in their com-
munity and society at large. When the 

Teen Court volunteers are not hearing a 
case, they meet once a week with other 
participants from various schools and 
backgrounds, and discuss such issues. 

“I enjoyed it so much that I have 
made it a program for my BBYO chap-
ter, now we all go,” said sophomore 
Jon Shapiro. “I have been involved for 
a little over a year. I got a lot of legal ex-
perience and I was able to help the next 
generation, my generation, and that is 
something I find important.” 

Jerad Williams, a new volunteer 
on the Teen Court from Brush High 
School, explained what his first meet-
ing was like. “I was intrigued at the 
basic concept of the program. A court 
for teens run by teens is not something 
you hear about everyday,” said Wil-
liams. “I enjoyed the open discussions 
we had. It was a chance to learn about 
some different perspectives.” 

Teen Court also organizes trips to 
learn more about the justice system. 

One of Future’s favorite experiences is 
an annual trip to the justice center. 

“The [students] were able to talk to 
inmates. They got locked up in the cell 
for ten minutes, and for most people 
this is an [eye-opening] experience,” 
said Future. 

Shapiro also talked about a memo-
rable trip. “I think [Teen Court] gives 
me a lot of opportunities, like going 
down to Columbus to lobby [for the 
youth],” said Shapiro.   

From trying teens to debating so-
cietal issues and going on field trips, 
Teen Court has proved to be a worth-
while experience for all involved. 

“The decisions of today will affect 
[our generation] longer than they af-
fect the decision makers. However, we 
don’t have the right to complain if we 
don’t do anything to solve the issues, 
and Teen Court can provide a facet for 
such expression,”  said Shapiro. 

Students for Social Justice Serve on Teen Court 
By Christina Phelps
Editor in Chief

hours] because it’s just something else 
they have to check off,” said Matthews. 
“But if you find the right organization, 
and there are a million organizations, 
then it’s going to be fun. Find some-
thing that you like, find something that 
interests you, find something you're 
passionate about, and get involved.” 

Others don’t see this lack of knowl-
edge as an issue.  “I think our school 
does a good job telling what the volun-
teer opportunities are and what they 
can do,” said Eppell. 

Whatever the level of commitment, 
there is agreement that volunteering is 
something students should do. 

“If you’re not involved in an organi-
zation that [does] volunteer work, un-
less your parents [haven’t] taken you 
[volunteering], I think it’s important 
for the school to take that role on and 
require students to do some volunteer 

BHS teens donate to a drive for homeless teens coordinated by 
English teacher Casey Matthews 

Photo by Erlein Tacastacas 

work,” said Hazelton. 
The importance of volunteering be-

comes especially relevant in an affluent 
community like Beachwood. “We’re so 
blessed, we live in Beachwood, we have 
so many extra things,” said Eppell. 
“There are some people out there who 
don’t have those privileges so it’s nice 
to be able to help them.”

“It’s nice to give back. Especially in 
Beachwood, we have so much, it just 
seems a little narcissistic to not give 
back,” said Padilla.

“It’s a way to get people to realize 

that not everyone has two cars, a fridge 
full of food every single day. The real-
ity is that most people don’t have-they 
don’t get cars when they’re 16. And I 
think by volunteering, especially in 
lower income areas, you realize that 
because you see it first hand,” Padilla 
elaborated. 

Matthews sums up this spirit: “My 
life does not end at my front door, 
it’s not wrapped in my house, it’s not 
wrapped in my drive to school. I vol-
unteer because I can, because I should, 
and because I need to.” 

Volunteering Cont’d from pg. 1



   

     The common thought is that girls 
and boys have different roles in so-
ciety. Even in today’s environment.
     In recent years, females have been 
taking on more leadership positions 
in the adult world. In January, the 
US Senate will have 20 female mem-
bers, the most ever. In the past two 

elections, women have been com-
petitive in presidential primaries.

      Women are breaking records 
in other fields as well. According to 
CNN Money, the 2012 ranking of 
the 500 largest U.S. corporations 
includes a record 18 firms helmed 
by female CEOs, which is up from 
12 companies in 2011. Engineer-
ing, a once male-dominant field, 
has been rising in female numbers.
      The Beachcomber found that girls 
play an active leadership role in 
many BHS student activities as well.
  Student Activities Coordina-
tor Craig Alexander said, “Of the 
clubs I’ve advised over my years 
at the school, there are usually 
more girls in leadership posi-

tions. The reason might range 
from maturity to their caring na-
ture. They want to take care of 

things. They want be more involved.”
    Female freshman Sam Shaffer had a 
slightly different view. “ I really think 
that it depends more on the person. 
I really don’t think gender matters. 
If you are good at something then 
you tend to do that type of activity.”
    Although studies have shown that 

girls tend to mature faster than boys, 
BHS seems to strike a balance in 
its leaders between boys and girls.
    Senior and co-captain of Science 
Olympiad, Shravya Govindgari also 
felt that it depended on what the activ-
ity was catering to the students. “I feel 
like in this school there’s no significant 
difference. It’s pretty much equal. I 
consider SCiOly is one of the most aca-
demic clubs, and it has a pretty even 
spread. But if you look at Academic 
Challenge, there are a lot more girls 
than guys. In debate club, the boys are 
way more. But their president is a girl.”
    In BHS, the robotics club has 8 girls 
out of 30 members total; Amnesty 
International has two boys and five 
girls on the executive board; JCWA 
has had an almost even spread for 
the past four years.  The Beachcomb-
er has had four female and one male 
Editors-in-Chief in the last five years.
    Freshman Class Adviser Jessica Kel-
logg has observed that from her expe-
rience there tends to be more girls in 
academic or leadership-oriented clubs.
    Kellogg said, “I guess that these 
girls are very organized and strive 
to go above and beyond. They like 

jobs where they organize for both 
themselves and others and they 
want to go out there and do things.”
    Shaffer said, “The other thing just 
could be that girls tend to talk to teach-
ers more about their positions, etc... 
teachers just don’t see the guys doing 
as much as they do girls. That could 
be why you’d get different responses 
from teachers compared to students.”
    BHS has a very integrated society 
from which remarkable leaders, both 
boys and girls, have come up. As to 
why teachers and students see it so 
differently, it might  just be that many 
male students prefer to work behind 
the scenes, balancing the supposedly 
tipped scales. The girls show it to the 
teachers, but less to the others. The stu-
dents at BHS have incredible opportu-
nities available to them, and be they boy 
or girl, they use them to shine bright 
and lead the community to excellence.

By Sri Vidya Uppalapati
Staff Writer

Girls Take on Leadership Roles of BHS Clubs
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    Our school rules are put in place for 
specific purposes. There are the obvi-
ous ones: no fighting, no mouthing off 
and no cell phone use in class. General-
ly, these laws are respected by BHS stu-
dents. However, there is one set of rules 
that is not followed consistently, and 
it may be a result of sheer ignorance.
    The BHS parking lot has several re-
served parking spaces for various groups 
of people: visiting teachers, drivers of 
alternative fuel vehicles, as well as the 
handicapped. It is not uncommon to 
find students disregarding the signage.
    According to state law, handi-
capped parking spaces are in place 
for “persons with disabilities that 
limit or impair the ability to walk.”
    Asst. Principal Paul Chase said, “It’s 
pretty unusual for a student to park 
in a handicapped spot [in the BHS 
parking lot],” but he has noticed some 
students misinterpreting the rules. 
“Some people think because they have 
their parents’ [handicapped parking] 
tag, they can [park in a handicapped 
space]. That’s against the law, and 
that can be something where we tow 
your car or you can face a major fine.”
    The alternative fuel vehicle park-
ing space is intended for vehicles 
that are not powered by traditional 
gasoline. Vehicles that are autho-
rized to occupy this space include the 
Chevrolet Volt, Toyota Prius, Nis-
san Leaf, or any other hybrid or elec-
tric vehicle. Chase said the reason for 
the school having the alternative fuel 
vehicle space is to be “eco-friendly.”
    Additionally, according to Chase 
it is not uncommon to find a violator 
in one of the visiting teacher park-
ing spaces. “It’s usually seniors we 
have the most problems with. Some-
times they think they have this privi-
lege to park in the teacher spots.”
      Chase also clarified the rules re-
garding the visiting teacher spot. “A lot 
of substitute teachers think that means 
them, and it doesn’t mean substitute 
teachers… [it] means teachers that 
travel between buildings.” Chase stated 
that approximately 16 staff members 

are authorized to park in those spaces 
and all were issued a yellow permit.
      The BHS lot has these spaces as a 
courtesy to visiting teachers so they 
can quickly find a space upon their 
arrival to the school and then quick-
ly head to the next class they teach, 
which is usually at another school 
in the district. Chase explained that 
some teachers who qualify for these 
parking spaces include instrumental 
music teachers Lisa Goldman and 
Noel Bliss, interpreters that may be at 
an Excel TECC program and instruc-
tional aids who work at the Jewish 
Community Center assisting students 
with special needs in the morning.
       While Chase did say that the 
school received complaints the first 
three weeks of this school year on 
the lot being crowded due to the con-
struction vehicles, the construction 
crew has been attempting to park out of 
the way and closer to the football field.
   Chase’s advice to students that 
complain of having to park fur-
ther out in the lot? “Get over it… 
it’s no different than going on a 
busy day to Target or Walmart.”
             According to Chase,  the BHS lot 
does not often reach its capacity. He says 
that sporting events are some of the only 
times when the lot is completely full.
According to Chase, there have been 
a few handicapped parking and 
fire lane parking citations issued 
by the police department, in addi-
tion to a written warning that was 
issued to a student for not parking 
between the marked parking lines.
         “If you park across two parking spots, 
that can be a reason for the Beachwood 
Police Department to ticket your car,” 
said Chase. Chase also explained that 
the bus loop is just that, an area for bus-
es to load and unload safely, and should 
not be occupied by any other vehicle.
   Chase explained that violators of 
the alternative fuel vehicle and visit-
ing teacher parking spaces can expect 
to face a detention for a first offense 
and then an in-school suspension for 
any further parking violations made 
by that student. “I could, myself, 

have any car on this property towed 
for any reason… if I think it’s unsafe 
or illegally parked. What would hap-
pen there is you would be towed and 
then there would be an impound fee.”
     Chase also stated that a search would 
be conducted on a vehicle if it is being 
towed off of BHS property. Addition-
ally, he said that the Beachwood Po-
lice Department can write warnings 
or tickets for unauthorized parking 
in the handicapped spaces, for park-
ing in the fire lane and for not park-
ing within the marked lines of the lot.
 Students also voiced their 
opinion on the matter.
“I don’t understand why people 
would park in [reserved spaces]… I 
guess [the school’s punishment for 
unauthorized parking] is a little too 
harsh… just because there are times 
when [students say] ‘Oh, I’m a little 
late, maybe I should park in here,’ 
but I don’t because I’m not sup-
posed to,” said senior Daniel Padilla.
    “I think [the punishment for unau-
thorized parking is] just fine because… 
sometimes people make mistakes, but 
generally you just park somewhere 
where there’s not a sign saying you can’t. 
It makes sense, it’s pretty easy to do. 
You don’t really have to go out of your 
way,” commented junior Zach Davis.

   Chase also wants students to be aware 
of the dangers of speeding and driving 
recklessly through the lot. “I’ve [given] 
three suspensions in the past year for 
students who speed in the parking lot. 
It starts with one day [of suspension], 
and [could] go anywhere up to five 
days, to eventually your car not being 
allowed on school grounds,” he said.
   “If you’re going to kill somebody 
in the parking lot and you think it’s 
funny to speed… you’re not going to 
drive here anymore,” he explains.
   “[Speeding through the BHS lot 
is] dangerous [and] you’re talking 
about life at that point… you’re talk-
ing about killing somebody. That’s 
my biggest concern with the park-
ing lot – slowing down,” Chase said.
     “It’s hard for me to police,” said Chase 
on enforcing the parking signage. “I do 
the best I can with the teacher parking 
spots… I’ll admit it’s not a number one 
priority of mine, but it’s also something 
that will be penalized if you’re caught.”
         “Usually  teachers tell on [students 
who park incorrectly]…and I know who 
[the students] are, for the most part. I 
recognize a lot of cars,” Chase said.

How to Navigate the Rules of the BHS Parking Lot
By Grant Gravagna
News Editor

Who is parked in this visiting teacher spot? Photo by Grant Gravagna

Student Council President Sami 
Jacobs is a strong female leader. 
Photo by Erlein Tacastacas
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 I have been a hardcore Halo 
fan since I was a little boy. 
The Halo series is no longer 
in the hands of Bungie, since 
the franchise is completely 
controlled by Microsoft’s 343 
Industries. And Halo 4 is sup-
posedly only the first in a new 
trilogy of Halo games follow-
ing the Master Chief from 
where we left off on the For-
ward Unto Dawn way back in 
Halo 3.
  But just where did Master 
Chief leave off? Well, he’s been 
floating in space snug inside 
the Forward Unto Dawn in 
cryo-sleep, while Cortana has 
slowly begun a process known 
as “Rampancy,” slowly caus-
ing her to succumb to insanity. 

Halo 4: A Gamer’s Delight

Master Chief awakens to find 
that Covenant have attacked 
the FUD, and that they are 
approaching a large mass of 
light.

    The Covenant and the Chief 
battle it out on the FUD, only 
to end up sucked into this 
strange new planet, with an-
other adorable name: Requi-
em. You know how the Halo 
installations were essentially 
large organic worlds covered 
and enclosed in inorganic 
structures? Well, that’s what 
Requiem is, except that it’s not 
a gigantic ring used to house 
the flood (sorry kids). It’s a gi-
ant planet covered in a totally 
new and totally bad-ass en-
emy. Enter the Prometheans.  

These guys are big, bad, shiny, 
and shoot light from their guns 
constructed of floating pieces. 
They are also assembled of 
floating parts, which is freak-
ing awesome. 
    One tiny thing I forgot to 
mention. Halo 4 is multiplay-
er! Halo 4 implements some of 
the best multiplayer features I 
have ever seen in a Halo game. 
Granted, some of these things 
have existed in the Call of Duty 
series… but DUDE, Halo can 
totally do it too! 
    Of the new things to come 
with Halo 4, perhaps the most 
invigorating is the Spartan Ops 
feature. This new mode of play 
allows players to play alone, 
cooperatively at home, or 

over Xbox Live, to fulfill mis-
sions that have been and will 
be released weekly. Along with 
Spartan Ops is a rejuvenated 
Forge… even if 343 seems to 
have forgotten about it. 
    If you aren’t familiar with 
Forge, it’s Halo’s built-in map 
editing sandbox that allows 
players to build new maps for 
Halo 4 based off of existing 
ones. For me, this will never 
cease to be the best feature of 
the Halo games. Whether I’m 
looking to build a whole new 
environment for games, cool 
new structures to show off, or 
to just run around dropping 
warthogs out of the sky on my 
friends, there is always some-
thing to do with Halo’s Forge.
    Halo 4 is probably the best 
Halo yet. Why is that? It builds 
on the same formula of Halo 
Combat Evolved. It’s nostal-
gic (to an extent), thought-
fully ties in plot and character 
into a structured first person 
shooter, establishes a sense of 
curiosity for the unknown and 
vast world surrounding the 
player, brings the best artifi-
cial intelligence technology in 
video games to the player, and 
has a kickass arsenal of weap-
ons. Halo 4 is everything I 
wanted it to be and more. 343 
Industries knows just what to 
do and how to do it, and I have 
no doubts that Halo 5, 6 and 
whatever follows it will be just 
as incredible.

By Max Bleich
Online Editor-in-Chief

    Scranton, Pennsylvania isn’t 
exactly a well-known city. Out-
side of being the birthplace of 
Vice President Joe Biden, 
there isn’t much fame for The 
Electric City to claim… with 
the exception of one thing: it is 
the setting for NBC’s The Of-
fice. The Office, arguably one 
of the most influential tele-
vision shows since Seinfeld, 
was one of the first television 
shows to accurately depict the 
average, somewhat mundane 
life of the middle class white-
collar everyman. In the spring 
of next year, The Office will 
complete its ninth and final 
season.
    Initially a British television 
series created by Ricky Gervais 
and Stephen Merchant, the 
U.S. version of the show came 
stateside to NBC in 2005. The 
American version debuted 
with an all-new cast, starring – 
at the time – a little known ac-
tor, Steve Carell. The premise 
of the show was based on the 
idea of a documentary crew 
filming average office workers 
and interviewing them about 
their experiences. The Office 
has been credited by many as 
one of the first “mockumen-
taries” on television.
    Carell played Michael Scott, 
the bumbling yet likable re-

“The Office” Dies a Slow, Painful, Unfunny Death
gional manager of the small        
Scranton branch of Dunder 
Mifflin, a fictional paper cor-
poration. The original makeup 
of the Scranton branch mir-
rored the average American 
office staff and depicted nearly 
every stereotype out there.  
The Office’s stereotypical 
portrayals included the “will-
they-won’t-they” relation-
ship of Jim Halpert and Pam 
Beesly (commonly referred 
to by hardcore fans as “Jam” 
or “PB&J”), over-achiever 
Dwight Schrute, and Ryan 
Howard, the branch’s new 
temp employee, who was often 
irritated by Michael’s antics.
    The writers took these main 
characters, added several tal-
ented supporting cast mem-
bers, some highly entertaining 
plot lines, and had a winner 
on their hands. It was official, 
American office workers final-
ly had a show that accurately 
depicted their workplace.
    The Office, up until the past 
few seasons, was consistently 
funny.  Most Thursday nights, 
The Office provided laughs like 
no other show on television; it 
rarely disappointed.
    Many viewers also grew to  
genuinely care about the char-
acters and the events in their 
lives. They wanted to see Jim 
and Pam develop their rela-

tionship from casual glances, 
to dating, to marriage, and 
then ultimately the birth of 
their children, and they did. 
They wanted to see Michael 
finally find someone to settle 
down with, someone who 
could match his goofy antics, 
and they did. So, you say, the 
loyal viewers of The Office 
have gotten everything they’ve 
asked of the show and it seems 
like the show has run its 
course. Well then, shouldn’t 
the show’s creators have end-
ed it once the main conflicts 
had been resolved? Isn’t the 
show just overstaying its wel-
come now? You bet.
    In season seven, Steve Carell 
left the show to pursue other 
acting ventures. The show is 
now in its ninth and final sea-
son, and the entire tone has 
changed. The plot lines are ri-
diculously outlandish, the dia-
logue isn’t nearly as sharp or 
believable, and each character 
is a caricature of their former 
self. It’s an entirely new show, 
and that’s not a compliment to 
the writers by any stretch.
    When Carell left the show, 
I was disappointed, although 
I was sure the cast and writ-
ers would continue to stand by 
the high standards of comedy 
it had stood by for all those 
years. Sadly, this was not the 

case. I hung around until the 
middle of season eight, and 
then I bailed. The show was 
simply not funny anymore.
    What killed America’s favor-
ite “mockumentary”? While 
The Office is still NBC’s bread-
winner, pulling in almost 
$179,000 for a 30-second 
commercial spot (according to 
an Advertising Age survey in 
2011), it has severely decreased 
in overall quality. Quite frank-
ly, it’s saddening. I attempted 
to watch an episode early on 
this season, and I switched 
it off halfway through. The 
comic punchlines were too fix-
ated on slapstick rather than 
the smart, miss-it-if-you-blink 
humor that the old Office of-
fered. The art of subtlety is a 
dying one, folks.
    It’s unbearable to watch 
a show that I once loved so 
dearly die so miserably. In the 
spring, The Office will finally 
shut the door on what has been 
seven seasons of laughter and 
two seasons of utter confusion 
and foolishness. For me, The 
Office ended in season seven 
when Michael left Scranton 
to start the life he had always 
wanted.
    Farewell to The Office and 
farewell to Dunder Mifflin… 
“the people person’s paper 
people.”

What Happens at 
Each Department’s 
Holiday Party?
By The Beachcomber Staff

Math Department

A. Play Dugeons and Dragons 
the old fashioned way

B. Discuss the occupations of 
all of their cousins as exam-
ples of real life situations

C.Construct a life-size LEGO 
model of the new high school 
set to be finished before the 
real high school

D. Mrs. Morgan shows off her 
new Twitter account

E. There are no parties--math 
teachers have no lives outside 
of school

Social Studies 
Department

A. Complain about having to 
teach in three rooms

B. Discuss the inconsistencies 
of Thomas Jefferson’s presi-
dency

C.Discuss where historians 
disagree

D. Do a popcorn reading of 
the Gettysburg Adress

E. Coordinate department 
attire, specifically ugly holiday 
sweaters

F. Discuss ideas to improve 
society, from an individual to 
worldwide scale

English Department

A. Grade papers

B.Sit quietly and read

C. Discuss ambiguity and/or 
duality.

D.Roll up their sleeves and 
drink Caribou

E. Discuss GOOD STUFF!

F. Get into a heated debate 
over comma placement in a 
blended citation

Science Department

A. Bake cookies

B. Hands-on activity explor-
ing anaerobic fermentation.

C. Hypothesize and test the 
results of drinking substance 
created by aforesaid process.

D. Joke about students whose 
DNA should be removed from 
the gene pool

E. Dimensional analysis

Grant Gravagna
New Editor

Image Source: Microsoft Studios
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    If you’ve seen Nickelodeon’s 
Drake and Josh before (now in 
re-runs), you might remember 
that on the first Tuesday of 
every month, the two protago-
nists stop by their local movie 
theater and see the worst 
movie playing. Fittingly, they 
self-title their tradition “Bad 
Movie Tuesday.” On a given 
Bad Movie Tuesday, Drake 
and Josh would likely opt to 
see Fun Size without a second 
thought.
    It only took me five minutes 
of screen time to conclude that 
Fun Size is the worst movie 
I’ve ever seen. Nevertheless, 
after another five minutes, I 
realized that it’s the best worst 
movie I’ve ever seen. Consider 
what I mean by that: the film 
is so hilariously bad that it’s 
brilliant. The acting is awk-
ward, the soundtrack is poorly 
selected, and the actual scenes 
are but cruel jokes in compari-
son to the TV trailers. Never-
theless, the film is so satirical 
and accurately mocking of 
American culture—perhaps 
verging on Disney territory—
that it’s thoroughly entertain-
ing. The movie is awful, sure, 
but it seems almost that Nick-
elodeon made it that way on 
purpose.
    Fun Size’s protagonist is 
a high school senior named 

Wren Desantis, who lives in 
Cleveland and, like many of us 
at Beachwood High School, is 
preoccupied with the college 
process. Her dream of attend-
ing NYU, her deceased father’s 
alma mater, is thwarted by her 
mother’s desire for her to ma-
triculate at Ohio State. (Sound 
familiar?) The tween god of 
Wren’s high school, Aaron Ri-
ley, invites her to his coveted 
Halloween party. But when 
Wren is forced to watch her 
kid brother Albert that night, 
all goes awry. Wren loses Al-
bert and embarks on a mis-
sion to find him; along the 
way, she finds herself. As she 
searches frantically with her 
peers, Wren spends the night 
sorting out relationship is-
sues, keeping her best friend 
in check, and healing tension 
between herself, her mother, 
and her brother as all three 
come to terms with Mr. De-
santis’ death.
    Despite its ostensibly seri-
ous plot, Fun Size is absurd for 
a number of reasons. Here are 
just a few:
    Since the film proudly dis-
plays Nickolodeon’s label, 
and since the company has 
been actively marketing it to 
children, you’d think it’s kid-
friendly; it’s anything but. Un-
less seven-year-olds are ready 
for partial nudity, obsessive 
swearing, and references ev-

ery other minute to sex, drugs, 
and alcohol, parents might 
want to leave them at home. 
The couple behind me didn’t, 
and by the looks on their faces, 
something tells me they kicked 
themselves afterwards.
    Nearly every character in the 
movie has an obscure, ridicu-
lous, or anachronistic name: 
Wren, the protagonist; Fuzzy, 
the mini-mart cashier; Keevin 
(not Kevin, not Keith, but 
Keevin), the mother’s college-
age companion; Roosevelt, 
Wren’s wannabe boyfriend; 
and Jorgen (pronounced Yor-
gen), a local thug. Surely a 
film with character names like 
these is asking to not be taken 
seriously.
    The film is satirical to the 
point of cruelty. Take Roo-
sevelt’s family, for instance, 
comprised of two lesbian 
mothers and an asthmatic cat. 
In truth, not every lesbian cou-
ple is bohemian, vegan, and 
obsessed with karma—these 
are merely stereotypes. In this 
movie, however, they’re real-
ity. When Roosevelt’s “moms” 
make their final appearance 
onscreen, they’re weaving a 
quilt. Guess whose face it de-
picts? President Obama’s. Go 
figure.
    The tone of the movie is hor-
ribly inconsistent. For the vast 
majority of the film, the jokes 
are slapstick, the conversa-

tions are superfi-
cial, and the dia-
logue is just weird. 
Suddenly, for may-
be five minutes at 
the end, the mood 
becomes serious, 
the music actually 
matches the plot, 
and the charac-
ters truly develop. 
Then the ending, 
in which Wren’s 
brother makes a 
series of childish 
prank calls, touts 
kid humor and 
contradicts any se-
riousness the writ-
ers had worked to-
wards.
    The movie’s lu-
dicrousness aside, 
there is one thing 
many Clevelanders 
can appreciate while watch-
ing: a majority of the scenes 
were filmed in Cleveland and 
therefore invoke sentiments of 
local pride. From the Coven-
try Drug Mart and Cleveland 
Heights houses on Stratford 
Road, to the Beachwood home 
(belonging to BHS gradu-
ate Ellis Cohen) in which the 
family scenes were filmed, 
the movie is reminiscent of 
Cleveland culture. I encourage 
you to go see it for its sense of 

Cleveland identity, if for no 
other reason.
    When I walked out of the 
theater, a member of the au-
dience bitterly advised the in-
coming patrons to save their 
money for a better film. I don’t 
agree. As Drake and Josh 
would say, everyone could use 
a Bad Movie Tuesday once in a 
while. Fun Size is  the quintes-
sential film with which to ob-
serve this tradition.

Fun Size: Bad Movie, Great Cleveland Connection
By Jon Sender
Staff Writer
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“The Children’s Hour” Addresses Serious Themes
On Dec. 6th, the Drama 

Club kicked off the year with 
“The Children’s Hour,” a sus-
penseful, emotionally striking 
play set in 1934.  A spoiled 
boarding school girl creates a 
rumor that two of her female 
teachers are having a lesbian 
affair, which causes a scandal 
and destroys both women’s 
lives.

Director Sheila Heyman, 
in Beachwood for 18 years, 
had been familiar with this 
show for many years before 
directing it.  She said it was 
satisfying doing a play on her 
“bucket list.”  Although the re-
hearsal process was stressful, 
the final product was a suc-
cess.

Ami Scherson played 
Mrs. Tilford.  She enjoyed get-
ting to bond and laugh with 
other cast members.  She re-
called a funny moment in re-
hearsal.

“Wendy accidentally said 
the wrong name when ex-
plaining the death of Martha 
to Mrs. Tilford,” Scherson re-
called. “Then we continued to 
play it off as laughing, which 
was a disaster.”

Jasmine Howard played 
Lois Fisher.  Her favorite part 
about playing Lois was learn-
ing Latin.  “Learning Latin is 
something I never thought I 

would do,”  said Howard, who 
found the BHS drama experi-
ence very gratifying. She en-
joyed getting to know upper-
classmen and suggests that 
everyone should try out for 
the shows. Howard hopes to 
pursue acting professionally.

Although the onstage tal-
ent got the show on the road, 
there was also a lot of work put 
in backstage.  The set was au-
thentic and eye catching, and 
the performers’ microphones 
and theater lighting had to be 
kept under control as well.

Bradford Douglas, a 
member of the stage crew ex-
plained, “It was very vigorous 
time wise, but rewarding. I 
had a lot of fun and made new 
friends.”

Heyman encourages in-
terested students to join the 
drama club. “Although the 
performances are a major 
commitment, theater intro-
duces new experiences, im-
proves teamwork and allows 
students to learn more about 
themselves,” she said.

“It can end up being one 
of the most rewarding experi-
ences they’ve ever had,” Hey-
man said.

If you are interested in 
being in the next show, con-
tact Ms. Heyman or keep your 
eyes peeled for audition post-
ers.

Hannah Leland
Staff Editor

“Theater introduces 

new experiences, im-

proves teamwork 

and allows students 

to learn more about 

themselves.”

-Director Sheila Heyman
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“It was very vigorous 

time wise, but 

rewarding. I had a 

lot of fun and made new 

friends.”

-Techie Bradford 

Douglas

“Learning Latin 

is something I never 

thought I would do.”

-Cast member 

Jasmine Howard
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William Starks
1. Which teacher would you 
like to go on a winter break 
vacation with? Where? 
Mrs. Bugenske to Disney 
World

2. If you could own a fran-
chise, which would you own? 
I would 
own the Pittsburgh 
Steelers. 

3. If you had to organize the 
whole school to do some-
thing, what would it be for? 
A huge basketball 
tournament.

4. Describe the perfect pair 
of pants in three words. 
Really colorful Jeans.

5. What’s on your mind 
RIGHT NOW? 
What I should put.

6. How do you express your 
holiday spirit? Christmas 
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1.  Which teacher would you 
like to go on a winter break 
vacation with? Where? I 
would probably go canoeing with 
Mr. Deegan, Since he always 
seems to be in such a cheerful 
mood, there’s no way we couldn’t 
possibly have a good time. Even 
canoeing.

2. If you could own a fran-
chise, which would you own?  
I would probably own the Orange 
Lions, but I’m not sure how success-
ful that venture would be.

3. Describe the perfect pair 
of pants in three words. 
Wool. Plaid. Swag.

4. Name two things you’re 
bad at. That’s a tough one... 1. 
Being bad at things, 2. Not being 
good at things.

5. How do you express your 
holiday spirit? Knitting rein-
deer-themed wool socks, for my 
companions and neighbor.

Graham Gobieski
1. Which teacher would 
you like to go on a winter 
break vacation with? Where? 
Schulte -  I would always be 
entertained. Where: Bhutan 
or somewhere warm. 

2. If you could own a fran-
chise, which would you own? 
The Arsenal FC, Food Fran-
chise: Popeyes (it is better 
than you think.)

3. Describe the perfect pair 
of pants in three words. Not 
jeans, khakis. 

4.  What celebrity annoys you 
the most? There are so many: 
any of the young female 
celebrities (Kim Kardashian, 
Lindsey Lohan, Paris Hil-
ton) – they should all just go 
away!!

5. How do you express your 
holiday spirit? I don’t; the 
commercials and music suck, 
it starts too early

Gordon Hong

While all these featured students were randomly selected, there is one thing they all have in common: they all sit in the same seat. Each issue the 
Beachcomber staff randonly selects a teacher, who then picks a desk in his or her classroom, and the students who sit in that seat are our profiles. 

1. Which teacher would you 
like to go on a winter break 
vacation with? Where? Mr. 
Lerner to Cookie Monster’s 
home

2. If you could own a fran-
chise, which would you own? 
Starbucks. It keeps me 
going.

3. If you had to organize the 
whole school to do some-
thing, what would it be for? 
How about putting on an 
incredible Thanksgiving 
Assembly?... wait, did that.

4. Describe the perfect pair 
of pants in three words. 
Invisible... I mean blue 
jeans

5. What’s on your mind 
RIGHT NOW? So much to 
do, so little time. I think I’m 
going to go live as a her-
mit.

6. How do you express your 
holiday spirit? I go camp-
ing with Santa Clause

Sami Jacobs


