
CP E2 
Summer Reading Assignment 
 
This summer you will be reading two very important books detailing some major themes that 
bond readers to literature.  These themes encompass the rigors and complexities of the human 
experience.  Ordinary People by Judith Guest and The House on Mango Street by Sandra 
Cisneros provide perfect fodder for discussion regarding experiences and struggles we either all 
have gone through or will go through at some point in our lives. 
 
Assignment: Ordinary People 
 
For Ordinary People, write a typed 1.5 page (1.5 spaced) reading response commenting on your 
emotional reaction to the Jarrett family.  When getting into specifics, focus on how you feel 
about or connect to Conrad, Cal and Beth.  Please focus on the juxtaposition of chapters 14 and 
28 to provide rich citations for your support.    The rubric for the reading responses can be seen 
following this assignment sheet. 
 

CP E2 
Reading Response Guidelines 

 
What is a reading response? 

A reading response, simply put, is thoughtful reaction to what you have read.  The 
ability to react critically and analytically is a major goal of this course.  Throughout the 
course of the year, you will develop and hone your ability to react to literature through 
formal and informal reading responses. 

 
What a reading response is not: 
 A reading response is not a summary of the reading.  It does not tell what 
happened in a reading—it examines the meaning of what happened. 

 
The grading rubric for “informal” responses: 

  
D Your response shows a minimal effort.  This mark reflects an almost total lack of 

effort and thought.  There is some evidence that you have done the reading. 
 

C Your response is more summary than anything else.  It is clear that you have done 
the reading, but it is not clear that you have thought about the reading. 

  
B Your response offers insights and analysis into what was assigned.  You offer a 

clear point of view on how the text should be read.  You have established opinion 
and provide sufficient textual support to give weight to your response.   

 
A Your response shows a high level of work and attention to the prompt.  It is clear 

that your opinion is established and evidence is aptly placed to fully draw, 
develop, and support an argument.  References are made to other moments within 
the text, to class discussion, etc..  The analyzed passage is put into a larger 
context. 

 
***Note – Although informal, Reading Responses must be written in 3rd person point of view as 
well as present tense. 
 



The following is an outline/rubric you can use guide you through the writing process: 
 
 
Reading Response Outline 
 
For this reading response, please separate it into multi paragraphs. 
 

I. Establish your opinion (keep in 3rd person still) about the Jarrett family (4-6 sentences) 
a. Introduce the title and author 
b. Provide a bit of context from the story 
c. Establish your opinion about the family 

 
II. Use one character to prove that your opinion has plausibility (6-8 sentences) 

a. Use EVIDENCE to support the opinion about the character. This evidence 
should ultimately also support your initial opinion.  This is factually based. 

b. Use SIGNIFICANCE  to show the rationale behind using the evidence above.  
This should be opinion driven. 

 
III. Use another character to prove that your opinion has plausibility (6-8 sentences) 

a. Use EVIDENCE to support the opinion about character.  This evidence should 
ultimately also support your initial opinion.  This is factually based. 

b. Use SIGNIFICANCE  to show the rationale behind using the evidence above.  
This should be opinion driven. 
 

IV. Use another character to prove that your opinion has plausibility (6-8 sentences) 
a. Use EVIDENCE to support the opinion about the character.   This evidence 

should ultimately also support your initial opinion.  This is factually based. 
b. Use SIGNIFICANCE  to show the rationale behind using the evidence above.  

This should be opinion driven. 
 

- No conclusion is needed 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Assignment: The House on Mango Street 
 
A vignette is a short impressionistic scene that focuses on one moment or gives a trenchant 
impression about a character, an idea, or a setting and sometimes an object. 
 
For The House on Mango Street, write one personal vignette that is 1/2- 1 page (1.5 spaced).  
Pick one of the following prompts to not only help see how Cisneros writes her vignettes, but to 
also serve as a guide to help you write your own personal vignettes:  
** Be sure to write these about yourself and give them your own titles…. 
 
Chapter    Prompt related to chapter * 
 
“Hairs” Describe your own hair and someone else’s in an unusual, 

poetic way. 
 
“Boys & Girls Who are you?  How does gender create a sense of self?  

Capture the essence of yourself through gender, poetically. 
 
“My Name” What is in a name?  How do names signify who we are?  If 

you could name yourself, what would you choose? 
 
“Laughter” Pick a family trait that you have or that may be a family 

trait and describe it using imaginative language 
 
“Those Who Don’t” Describe the power of a place that makes you feel secure.  

Why do these “places” become so powerful and important? 
 
“The First Job” Tell about a time when you felt exploited because of your 

youth and innocence. 
 
“Elenita”, “Geraldo”,  Describe someone, whom you may not know well, who  
“Edna’s Ruthie” has shared a bit of your life and made an impression on 

you. 
 
“The Earl of Tennessee” Are there any sounds that comfort you?  In this vignette 

Esperanza describes familiar sounds she hears each night.  
Listen to these familiar sounds in your life and describe 
them while discussing their comforting value. 

 
“Four Skinny Trees” Maybe sounds aren’t comforting to you.  What about an 

object; a tree, clouds, or even a pillow?  Describe this 
object and discuss its comforting value. 

 
 
 
“Sally”, Are there any problems in life that you have recognized 

based on 
“Minerva Writes Poems” the fact that you have matured?  Discuss a problem that you 

may not have understood until you were a bit older. 
 



“A Smart Cookie” Do you know anyone who had a dream but never realized 
he or she could reach it?  What are your dreams and how 
can you make sure you don’t let them escape? 

 
“What Sally Said” Abuse it a serious issue and should never be taken lightly.  

Sally’s story is ugly, but it captures the sickness of the 
abused and the abuser.  Can you capture the essence of an 
unpleasant situation in words?  (If real, please protect those 
involved by changing names.) 

 
Each question is designed to respond to a specific vignette from the book, and to reflect on your 
own experiences. 
 
You will be assessed on the depth of your engagement, your application of ideas from the text, 
and your creative use of language. 
 
The following is a rubric that you must not only use when writing the vignette but also be aware 
of for peer reviewing when you come back to school. 
 
You will be graded on the following criteria: 

• Mechanics: paragraphing, consistent punctuation, spelling, etc. 
• Focus: responds to prompt, develops a single concept with a clever title 
• Voice: develops character through voice 
• Figurative language & imagery 
• Personal expression / creativity 

 
************************************************************************ 
All assignments are due on the first day of class.  Please bring both books with you and be prepared 
for discussion based on the assignments.   
 
* Prompts courtesy of www.wrightdesignonline.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


