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In his address to BHS stu-
dents on Sept. 17, Interim 
Principal James Reed III 
seemed calm and collected. 
He started with a promising 
“Go Bison,” but there was 
tension in the air. 

Onlookers in the brand 
new auditorium wondered: 
Was Reed going to misspeak? 
Was there going to be a sud-
den outburst from a student 
that would make a bad im-
pression?

Reed’s demeanor was se-
rious, he held the audience. 
His presence communicated 
experience and vision. 

After 27 years in the 
Cleveland Heights Univer-
sity Heights school district, 
Reed retired in 2015. Last 
year, he worked as interim 
principal at Shaker Heights 
High School. Now Beach-
wood has hired him for the 
same position. 

Reed was born in Cleve-

land and graduated from 
Shaker Heights High School 
in 1971. His parents moved 
to Shaker after living briefly 
in Alabama, and he grew up 
in Shaker’s Ludlow neighbor-
hood.

“[My family] was the sec-
ond black family on the 
street,” he said. “We lived 
in a community called Lud-
low which was a model for 
attempted integration in 
America.”

The Ohio Bell Magazine 
published “Cosmopolitan 
Pioneers” in 1967, a story 
which profiled the Ludlow 
Community Association 
(LCA) . 

According to the article, 
white real estate agents 
had abandoned the Ludlow 
home market, and two banks 
made it extremely difficult 
for white families to finance 
homes because they felt that 
a changing neighborhood 
makes risky mortgages. 

As time passed, LCA got 
through those challenges.

“No matter whether a 
family’s skin is white, black 
brown or yellow, when they 
move into Ludlow they re-
ceive a wholehearted wel-
come,” the article stated.

Reed has raised his four 
kids in the home that he 
grew up in.

“I still live in Shaker 
Heights,” he said. “I am down 
about a mile from Shaker 
Square… that was the house 
that I actually grew up in. 
When my mother died and 
my father needed some care 
from us, we  moved back in 
and we lived there for 22 
years.”

Both of Reed’s parents 
were trained as teachers.

“My mother taught in 
Cleveland for about 35-40 
years,” he said. “My father 
had a degree in elementary 
education but was told when 
he came to Cleveland, in the 
40’s after World War II, that 
they didn’t hire black males 

for education. [They told him 
that] he needed to go to the 
post office.” 

Instead of being angry 
about this, Reed used it as a 
learning experience.

“I think that [the way I in-
teract with kids is influenced 
by the way I] was raised,” he 
said. “[When] I tell students 
some of the stories of my 
own life...It gives them the 
idea that we didn’t always 
have some of the free ex-
change and some of the op-
portunities that we now have 
for women, racial minorities 
and all sorts of personalities 
and lifestyles. So it really is 
a very good time for stu-
dents...they really have doors 
opened now that have never 
been opened for folks.”

In addition to Reed’s 
unique perspective on life, he 
also has extensive experience 
as an educator. 

“I started my teaching ca-
reer in Cleveland Heights,” 
he said. “I was a social studies 
teacher for 11 years at Wiley 
Middle School, and then I 
moved to the high school and 
became a high school admin-
istrator for 16 years there.”

English teacher Todd But-
ler has known Reed since he 
was in middle school.

“[I’ve] known Mr. Reed 
for over 20 years,” he wrote. 
“He became a baseball coach 
at Cleveland Heights High 
School while I was playing 
there. He was a teacher at 
Wiley Middle School at the 
time, but became a principal 
at the high school later on.”

 After working in a variety 
of school districts, Reed has 
come to some conclusions.

“Kids are all the same in 
all of these places,” he said. 
“They come to school, they 
want to fit in, they want to 
excel in school, [and] they 
want to be able to pursue 
their interests. In that re-
spect, every kid in America 
is the same and kind of the 
same that kids have always 

been in high school.”
Reed has heard that 

Beachwood is no exception 
to this rule.

“Kids were very commu-
nity-minded in Cleveland 
Heights,” he said. “Kids were 
community minded at Shak-
er, and I understand that you 
folks are community-minded 

here. You want to excel in the 
classrooms, you want to ex-
cel on the athletic fields, and 
you want to be a part of the 
civic life of the community.”

Reed was not the first can-
didate for principal. Superin-
tendent Dr. Bob Hardis and 
the Board of Education ini-
tially planned to move for-
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 The auditorium renovation is estimated to have cost $4,681,591 based on the total amount 
of purchase orders issued, according to Beachwood City School District Treasurer Michele 
Mills. Photo by Alexander Robison

After 27 years, at other school districts and a year as interim principal at Shaker Heights High 
School, Reed steps to the plate at BHS. “Kids are all the same in all of these places,” he said. “They 
come to school, they want to fit in, they want to excel in school, [and] they want to be able to 
pursue their interests.”  Photo by Dalia Zullig

Upgraded Auditorium Opens After Four-Year Closure

        On the first day of 
school, BHS students were 
finally able to sit for an 
assembly in the newly-
renovated auditorium.
        “The old auditorium 
had a lot of bad seats 
from which students were 
unable to see the stage,” 
Assistant Principal Ryan 
Patti said. “It also had a 
flat stage and a very out-
dated design.”
        Patti explained that 
the new auditorium was 
designed for maximum 
visibility.
        According to Beach-
wood City Schools’ Direc-
tor of Operations and 
Technology Ken Veon, 
the  renovated auditorium 
has 536 fixed seats and 
150 “loose” seats. The 
project was designed by 
the architecture firm of 
Westlake, Reed, Leskosky, 
and the construction was 

managed by Scaparotti 
Consulting Group, which 
oversaw the work of six 
sub-contractors.
        Veon further ex-
plained that the audi-
torium has a variety of 
new high-tech features 
including three projection 
screens, video cameras 
connected to the TV stu-
dio and to the community 
room in the event that 
overflow seating is needed, 
an enhanced sound system 
and an improved lighting 
board.
        BHS has been without 
an auditorium since the 
fall of 2012. Auditorium 
renovation was not origi-
nally budgeted as part of 
the high school construc-
tion project, but after the 
installation of a sprinkler 
system, the auditorium 
was in disrepair and could 
not be used.
        The auditorium reno-
vation is estimated to have 
cost $4,681,591 based 
on the total amount of 
purchase orders issued, ac-

cording to Beachwood City 
School District Treasurer 
Michele Mills.
        “[The project] was 
paid out of the district’s 
permanent improvement 
(p/i) fund,” Mills wrote in 
an email. “The taxpayers 
passed this levy in Nov. 

1996. The levy currently 
generates approximately 
$1.3 million annually. Any 
unspent funds remain in 
the permanent improve-
ment fund, and some 
years we collect more than 
we spend.”
        “Also the district re-

ceived a settlement from a 
taxpayer a couple of years 
ago, Mills continued. “$1 
million of that settlement 
was earmarked for the p/i 
fund as we knew this proj-
ect was forthcoming.

Continued on Pg.3 ...

By Alexander Robison
with additional reporting 
by Beachcomber staff

ward with Mike Acomb, from 
Lewis Elementary School in 
Solon. However, Hardis con-
cluded that Acomb would 
not be the right fit for Beach-
wood, which is when he, 
along with the Board, started 
the search for a principal.
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Transgender Bathroom Directive Already Policy in Beachwood
By Jinle Zhu
News & Layout Editor

On May 13, the Obama 
administration directed pub-
lic schools to provide trans-
gender students access to 
restrooms that match their 
gender identity. 

Although this directive is 
not a new law, it was issued 
in order to clarify Title IX of 
the 1972 Education Amend-
ments. The directive is in the 
form of a “Dear Colleague” 
letter that interprets Title IX 
to protect transgender stu-
dents from sex discrimina-
tion. As with all federal man-
dates to schools, this letter 
has teeth: failure to follow 
the directive could result in a 
loss of federal funding.

According to Superinten-
dent Robert Hardis, prior to 
this decision, Beachwood’s 
district-wide policy estab-
lished transgender individu-
als as a protected class since 
January 2014. Under Board 
Policy 2260 and 3362, the 
Board of Education will not 

discriminate against trans-
gender students, and any 
harassment of transgender 
students is considered “un-
lawful harassment.”

In fact, Hardis said that 
Beachwood has been ahead 
of the curve on transgender 
rights when compared to the 
federal government.

“In passing this policy, our 
board of education elevated 
the rights of transgender 
students beyond the [law at 
the time],” he said. “For us, 
[our policy on transgender 
civil rights] hasn’t changed.  
We have followed a practice 
that follows the spirit of the 
Obama administration’s in-
terpretation since before it 
was issued.”

“I think President Obama’s 
directive is spot on when he 
talks about how it is designed 
to protect children and teen-
agers,” Casey Matthews, the 
Gay-Straight Alliance advisor, 
wrote in an email. “The sui-
cide rate among LBGTQ stu-
dents is the highest among all 
other groups of students, and 
school should absolutely be 

a place where a student feels 
safe and protected.”

“I have not personally wit-
nessed harassment of trans-
gendered people at BHS,” 
Matthews continued, “but 
I do know that it does exist 
based on what other stu-
dents have said. Our GSA’s 
role in dealing with harass-
ment is two-fold: we want to 
not only create a safe space 
for our transgendered stu-
dents so that they feel wel-
come and protected, we also 
seek to advocate for a change 
in our larger school culture 
so that harassment really 
does not have a place any-
where at BHS.”

GSA meets every Wednes-
day after school in Matthew’s 
room.

In addition to allowing 
transgender students to use 
bathrooms that match with 
their gender identity, Hardis 
also reports that the district 
will be opening unisex bath-
rooms at the high school.

“The nurse’s office rest-
room is already unisex,” Har-
dis said. “Starting this year, 

we are [also] establishing the 
two, single-stall bathrooms 
at the corner of the English 
hall as unisex bathrooms.”

Since the Obama adminis-
tration’s directive, there has 
been a lot of backlash. With-
in a week of the directive, 
eleven states filed lawsuits 
against the Obama adminis-
tration, Ohio and nine other 
states joined later.

Hardis acknowledges that 
not everyone agrees with 
Beachwood’s policy, nor is 
everyone comfortable with 
sharing restrooms with 
transgender students.

“While I would respect the 
person’s feelings, I support 
the Title IX interpretation 
that [accommodating others 
individual’s] discomfort can-
not justify a policy that sin-
gles out and disadvantages a 
particular class of students,” 
he said.

Lastly, Hardis hopes that 
transgender students feel 
supported by Beachwood 
City Schools and by the 
Obama administration’s di-
rective.

“I support the Title IX interpretation that [accommodating oth-
ers individual’s] discomfort cannot justify a policy that singles 
out and disadvantages a particular class of students,” Superin-
tendent Dr. Bob Hardis said. Photo by Alex Cala 

First Semester Exams To Be Given Before Winter Break This Year
By Yuke Zheng
Features Editor

For the first time, BHS 
students will take midterms 
before winter break this year, 
from Dec. 21 to 23.

“We were going to have 
finals before winter break 
last year,” Assistant Principal 
Ryan Patti explained, “but 
the calendar committee de-
cided to wait until this year 
to implement the change in 
order to give teachers time to 
plan for the adjustment.”

He gave multiple reasons 
for switching exams to be-
fore winter break. 

Nearly every other school 
in the Greater Cleveland 
area, including those where 
many Beachwood students 
attend EXCEL TECC classes, 
have finals before winter 
break, Patti explained. As a 
result, the change in the aca-
demic calendar is intended to 

better align with the EXCEL 
TECC schools’ calendars. 

Patti also argued that 
moving finals to December 
will give students less stress 
during winter break.

“Students want to spend 
their winter breaks relaxing 
rather than worrying about 
exams,” Patti said. 

Students tended to agree. 
“I used to be stressed out 

about having to study over 
winter break for finals, but 
now I can [spend it] vaca-
tioning and relaxing,” senior 
Asaf Roth said.

Sophomore Abbey Brewer 
was excited to learn that fi-
nals will be moved to before 
winter break.

“It’s amazing,” she said. 
“[It will truly be] a break.”

Sophomore Daniel 
Mishins, who spends a con-
siderable amount of time 
during winter break study-
ing, gave his point of view. 

“There are both advan-

tages and disadvantages,” 
he said. “[The change] gives 
students less time to study, 
but it also allows students to 
do other things [than study] 
over winter break.”

Patti also explained that 
during the two weeks away 
from class, students are likely 
to forget content taught first 
semester, forcing teachers to 
spend more time reviewing 
when students return.

“I tend to forget things 
quickly over break,” Roth 
confirmed.

Brewer agreed. 
“It’s better for the content 

to be fresh in your mind.”
Due to the semester exam 

schedule change, the number 
of days before the first exam 
has shortened by four full 
days. Last year, there were 87 
days in the academic calen-
dar before the day of the first 
midterm. This year, just 83. 

Without the extra time to 
prepare for finals, will the 

time pressure during the 
month of December actually 
cause students and teachers 
more stress? Patti doesn’t 
think so. 

“It’s [almost] the same 
number of days,” Patti said. 
“Teachers shouldn’t have to 
change their curriculum.” 

However, social studies 
teacher Pam Ogilvy, who 
teaches semester long AP 
Economics courses, has wor-
ries about midterms being 
moved earlier.

“For teachers of semes-
ter classes it just adds more 
pressure to get the content in 
quicker,” she said. “And as we 
are trying to improve AP stu-
dent enrollment, it’s harder 
to move faster with more 
students.”

Traditionally, academic 
terms have ended on the 
third and final day that ex-
ams are given. This year, that 
has changed. Even though 
exams will take place in late 

December, the official end 
to the first semester is not 
until Jan. 12, four days after 
school resumes. 

The extra four days is to 
maintain the Ohio law-man-
dated required number of 
instructional hours per se-
mester, which must remain, 
according to Patti, regard-
less of when final exams take 
place. 

The big question will be 
what teachers will do with 
their students during those 
four days. 

“It’s up to each teacher 
[how to spend those extra 
days],”  Patti said. 

He gave options ranging 
from giving fun science dem-
onstrations to reviewing for 
the AP test to starting sec-
ond semester coursework. 

For semester-long courses 
like AP Economics or Human 
Rights, there may be fewer 
options for how teachers can 
entertain students for four 

more days after they have al-
ready taken their final exam.

“If I’m supposed to give 
my final before winter 
break, then what are semes-
ter teachers supposed to do 
when we get back?” Ogilvy 
questioned. “Are we just bid-
ing our time until we get the 
new set of kids in? We are 
going to have to think pretty 
creatively about what we will 
do for that last week [before 
the end of the semester].”

Teachers of year-long 
courses, like AP Physics 
teacher Michael Lerner, may 
not have to adjust as much 
to the shift in the academic 
calendar. 

“I’m going to start second 
semester curriculum [once 
school resumes],” Lerner 
said. “Since both my classes 
are a year long, [the calendar 
change is] not a big deal. My 
class is like a scroll. You get 
through as much as you can.”

“When I did not recom-
mend Acomb to the board we 
then switched [from looking 
for a permanent principal] to 
an interim principal,” Hardis 
said. “What I opted to do is 
say ‘we’re going to hire an 
interim principal’, the board 
supported that...and that 
would allow us to post this 
position and do the entire 
search process over a much 
more elongated period of 
time, which I hope will ben-
efit the process.”

The search for a new per-
manent principal will begin 
in either February or March. 
Hardis is extremely pleased 
with how things turned out, 
however.

“I feel incredibly fortunate 
that [Reed] was available 
and interested,” Hardis said. 
“There is a very limited pool 
of candidates. Many of the 
people who applied original-
ly to become the high school 
principal applied again and 
said ‘I’ll be your interim 
principal’...And honestly I 
thought… I didn’t want any-
one to view their interim 
year as a year long interview 
for the eventual job.”

According to Reed, being 

an interim principal and a 
full-time principal are differ-
ent. However, both Hardis 
and Reed just want this tran-
sition year to be smooth. 

“My understanding is 
that what I need to do is to 
provide a smooth transi-
tion from Dr. Klein who 
had been here a number of 
years,” Reed said. “I need to 
try and smooth the transi-
tion into whoever will take 
over for me. [I want to] offer 
a smooth transition to stu-
dents who might be used to 
a certain kind of situation.” 

Butler is excited that Reed 
will be working here this 
year. 

“I have great respect for 
Mr. Reed. He inspired me 
in many ways to teach and 
to coach. So, I like him very 
much,” Butler wrote.

Reed has said that he is ex-
cited to work at Beachwood. 

“I am really excited to be 
here,” he said. “Plus… I’ve 
worn black and gold for a 
long time, [and] I had to do 
red and white last year. But I 
really do feel comfortable in 
black and gold.”

‘Reed’ Continued from Pg. 1...

Kicking Off With Team Building

On the first day of classes, AP Microeconomics students and AP Government students were 
seen hopping back and forth with cups of water. Photo by Ben Connor

By Justin Dubin
Staff Writer

        Social studies teach-
ers Pam Ogilvy and Greg 
Deegan found a new way 
to welcome students back 
into their classrooms this 
year.
        “Mr. Deegan and I 
decided to do some team 

building for our students,” 
Ogilvy said.  “We had them 
participate in different ac-
tivities and one of them was 
going outside, where they 
took part in a relay race.” 
       Many students have 
enjoyed Ogilvy’s introduc-
tory activities of trying to 
see the cow and finding 
out who owns the fish. 

These are designed to en-
courage students to work 
together and think cre-
atively. This year she and 
Deegan decided to take a 
different approach.  
       During the first four 
days of school, AP Micro-
economics students and 
AP Government students 
were outside hopping in 

the grass as other students 
looked out their classroom 
windows and wondered 
what was going on.  
       “We had five cups full 
of water on one end and 
five cups on the other end,” 
Ogilvy said. “Each team had 
to exchange their cups for 
others on a tray, but could 
only use one hand and one 
foot the whole time.”  
       The objective of these 
activities was for stu-
dents to get to know one 
another and feel comfort-
able with their peers in the 
classroom. Ogilvy believes 
she has already started to 
see benefits.
       “I think the classes all 
know each other pretty 
well now,” she said.  “It’s 
helped me get to know 
[the students], which is 
really important as well, 
and it’s just fun and a good 
way to ease into school.”
       Students have seen 
benefits in the classroom.
       “It allowed us to get 
to know our classmates,” 
junior Arin Mintz said.  
“It also showed us how 
to work better as a team, 
knowing that many people 
bring many different 
strengths and different 
challenges.”
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Could Drama Club Rise Again?
By Ben Connor
Staff Writer

With the renovated audi-
torium ready for use, could 
the drought in the drama 
program come to an end?

Student Activities Coordi-
nator Craig Alexander identi-
fies multiple factors contrib-
uting to the decline of the 
drama program.

“The decline of the pro-
gram was foremost due to 
lack of student interest. Not 
having access to theater did 
not help,” he said.

The drama club suffered 
from lack of an auditorium 
since 2012 and also saw a 
series of directors during 
the closure. First long-time 
director Sheila Heyman re-
signed. Pierre Brault was 
hired for the 2013-14 sea-

son, Justin Steck for 2014-
15, and last year there was 
no drama club. The school 
has also been without any 
drama classes for the last few 
years.

The EXCEL TECC drama 
program at Chagrin Falls 
High School has drawn the 
attention of students look-
ing for theater experience.

According to Alexander, 
the rebirth of the program is 
dependent on student inter-
est.

“If there is interest from 
the students, then that could 
bring the drama program 
back,” he said.

Alexander hopes the new 
auditorium motivates stu-
dents to restart the program.

“Having a completed audi-
torium with finished lights 
and sound, and having a 
place to call their own, could 

lead to a rebirth of the pro-
gram,” he said.

Students seem to be excit-
ed about the new auditorium 
and the prospect of a revived 
drama program.

Senior Andie Cohen feels 
a drama program would be 
beneficial to students.

“You can learn how to step 
out of your comfort box and 
be more comfortable in a 
group setting,” she wrote in 
an email. “Drama clubs can 
also help students/partici-
pants get in touch with their 
physical artistic side.”

Senior Dar’Jon Bentley is 
hopeful about the prospect 
of a new drama program.

“I would join the program,” 
he wrote in an email. “I really 
enjoy theater and would ac-
tually like to see the school 
do some plays.”

Welcoming New Staff Members

Sheryl Weiland
 
Position: Intervention Specialist for 

9th and 10th graders 

Experience: Worked for 15 years as In-
tervention Specialist in Chardon 

Prior to that, Weiland worked at the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Developmen-
tal Disabilities for 11 years

Life Outside of Work: Married to hus-
band, Don, and has two adult children, Aly 
and Zach.

 “As a new teacher at BHS, I have been 
welcomed not only by the teaching staff 
but by students. I look forward to embrac-
ing the Bison Pride.” 

Angela Maxwell

Postion: Librarian

Experience: Worked at Hilltop Elementary School as a special education intervention 
specialist for five years and as a librarian at Hilltop for another five years.

Life Outside of Work: Mother to two boys ages 6 and 4

 “The best part about BHS is seeing how invested everyone is.”         In addition, Mills 
explained, the district’s 
general fund loaned $2.5 
million to the p/i fund to 
help pay for the project, 
which will be paid back 
over time.
        Patti is confident 
that students will enjoy 
events held in the new 
auditorium. For the last 

several years, assemblies 
have been held in the gym, 
which has poor acoustics.
        “When students were 
in the gym, they were 
unable to understand the 
speakers,” he said. “The 
improved acoustics in the 
new auditorium will allow 
students to understand 
the speakers.”
        Patti added that it will 
now be easier to plan mul-
tiple events and activities 
at the high school.

        “Scheduling will be 
more flexible than it was 
in the past,” he said.
        According to Patti, the 
auditorium will be used 
for assemblies and musical 
performances as well as 
White & Gold. Counselor 
Meghann Sullivan and 
Choir Director Darlene 
Haight are starting a show 
choir, which could also use 
the auditorium.

‘Auditorium’ Continued 
from Pg. 1.

Reporting and photos by Zach Zhang and Max Alter

Liz Osicki

Postion: Guidance Counselor

Experience: Worked at Westlake High School for the last two years.  Prior to that, 
worked at Chardon High School as school counseling intern and mental health counselor.

Life Outside of Work: Married for 15 years to high school sweetheart (both grew up 
in Chardon). Two boys:  Kyle, 12 and Ryan, 9.

“I hope to develop relationships with students so they know they can trust that I am 
here to listen and help when I can.  No matter if it’s a school issue or something going on 
at home, I’m here for you guys.”

With stadium lights installed for the first time in Beachwood  history, construction continued 
on the field throughout the month of August . Photo by Gabriela Costa

Construction Progressing on 
Schedule For Stadium Opening

       Construction crews 
continued work on the 
stadium renovation during 
the first weeks of school. 
       Athletic Director Ryan 
Peters is optimistic that 
the project will be com-
pleted for the first home 
game scheduled against 
East Tech on Sept. 9. 
       Players and coaches 
are excited.
       “We’ve talked about 
stadium lights in Beach-
wood since before I was in 
high school [in the early 
1990s],” Peters said.
       Peters emphasized 
that the new stadium 
lights will encourage com-
munity members to attend 
games, will allow more 
flexible scheduling and will 
make attendance easier 

for families, since Friday 
afternoon games were too 
early for most working 
parents to attend. 
       Peters also hopes that 
the artificial turf will help 
spring sports that would 

the anticipated cost of 
the project was $4.8 mil-
lion. As of publication, 
purchase orders for $4.4 
million have been written, 
and Mills does not antici-
pate that costs will exceed 
that amount.
       Mills explained in 
an email that the money 
was borrowed through a 
Certificate of Participa-
tion COPS program. The 
district borrowed $4.8 
million against the perma-
nent improvement fund 
revenues to be paid back 
over the next 12 years 
from a portion of the an-
nual permanent improve-
ment levy funded through 
property tax revenues.
       “The new lights will 
hype up the team and give 
the community something 
to look forward to,” line-
backer Josh Bialosky said.

By Daria Novikov
with additional reporting 
by the Beachcomber staff

“We’ve talked about 
stadium lights in 
Beachwood since 

before I was in high 
school [in the early 

1990s]”

-Athletic Director 
Ryan Peters

otherwise be stuck in the 
gym due to weather.
       According to Beach-
wood City Schools’ 
Treasurer Michele Mills, 



A PROBLEM THAT NEEDS FACING

 People don’t like to talk 
about sexual assault, but we  
 should.“ “

THE PROBLEM
According to staff members at the Cleve-

land Rape Crisis Center (CRCC), rape is an 
issue that needs to be discussed, because our 
society silences sexual assault victims when 
we keep quiet. Ignoring the fact that a sexual 
assault occurs in America every two minutes 
will not make it go away.

RAPE BY THE NUMBERS
According to the Rape, Abuse and Incest 

National Network (RAINN), someone in the 
United States experiences sexual assault every 
1 minute and 49 seconds, which may be the 
amount of time that it takes you take to read 
this article. 90% of these victims are female. 
And if a women is in college, she is four times 
more likely to be sexually assaulted.

UNDER-REPORTING
According to Beachwood Police Sergeant Lisa Budny, a common 

reason victims do not report assault is because they are embarrassed.
“Most people don’t report because they are afraid that nobody will 

believe them,” she said. “Or they are ashamed.”
In an email to The Beachcomber, CRCC staff members Constance 

Conner, Stephon J. Davis and Sharnelle Hampton agreed.
“It is important to report [rapes] in order to stop a perpetrator 

from assaulting anyone else,” they wrote. “It is also important to 
report because it helps us bring awareness to the issue of sexual vio-
lence.”

To encourage reporting of incidents, CRCC recommends victims go 
through a process called BLAB IT. First, a victim must Breathe, Listen, 
Affirm, Believe, provide Information, and inform Trauma services.

REPORTING RAPE
When the police station receives a report of a rape, the first prior-

ity is to get the victim medical help and treat any resulting injuries. 
Once a victim gets to the hospital, she is treated by a nurse who is 
trained to address the needs of rape victims.

“Usually the first thing we do is check general injuries and talk with 
the patient to see what they want to do,” LaPrairie said. “If they want 
to take the rape kit, they can. If they don’t want to, it is fine too.”

LaPrairie explained that a “rape kit” involves taking the underwear, 
drawing some blood, and performing a few other exams in order to 
collect the aggressor’s DNA and check if the patient got an STD from 
the assault.

“Before every step, we talk to the patient to make sure she knows 
what is going on,” she added.

IF YOU ARE A VICTIM...
“The first thing when a teenage patient ar-

rives at the hospital is to help her understand 
that we are here to help, because it could be 
really frightening to get in the hospital after 
the trauma, so they may not [understand] all 
the resources that we have to help them,” 
said Christi L. LaPrairie, clinical coordinator at 
Hillcrest Hospital. “It is important for victims 
to know that they only need to do what they 
want to do.”

Another thing that victims need to know is 
that it is not their fault.

“You can’t blame yourself or think, ‘I was 
wearing a short skirt’ or ‘If I drank less this 
wouldn’t happen,’” LaPrairie added. “It’s not 
your fault. Your abuser is the only person re-
sponsible for his or her behavior.”

LaPrairie continued by emphasizing that 
victims should not feel ashamed. But if they 
don’t want to talk about it with parents or 
with the police, victims should at least go to 
the hospital for an examination.

Most women and girls 
live in fear of rape. Men, 
in general, do not. 

“
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from assaulting anyone else,” they wrote. “It is also important to 
report because it helps us bring awareness to the issue of sexual vio-
lence.”

To encourage reporting of incidents, CRCC recommends victims go 
through a process called BLAB IT. First, a victim must Breathe, Listen, 
Affirm, Believe, provide Information, and inform Trauma services.

REPORTING RAPE
When the police station receives a report of a rape, the first prior-

ity is to get the victim medical help and treat any resulting injuries. 
Once a victim gets to the hospital, she is treated by a nurse who is 
trained to address the needs of rape victims.

“Usually the first thing we do is check general injuries and talk with 
the patient to see what they want to do,” LaPrairie said. “If they want 
to take the rape kit, they can. If they don’t want to, it is fine too.”

LaPrairie explained that a “rape kit” involves taking the underwear, 
drawing some blood, and performing a few other exams in order to 
collect the aggressor’s DNA and check if the patient got an STD from 
the assault.

“Before every step, we talk to the patient to make sure she knows 
what is going on,” she added.

RAPE CULTURE
Rape Culture is a term used by people to describe the way society 

blames victims of sexual assault and normalizes male sexual violence. 
The word “culture” is used to reinforce the idea that this behavior should 

not be considered normal or natural. If it is cultural, we created it, and if 
we created it we can change it.

According to the Marshall University’s Women’s Center Website, “Most 
women and girls live in fear of rape. Men, in general, do not. That’s how 
rape function: as a powerful means by which the whole female popula-
tion is held in a subordinate position to the whole male population, even 
though many men don’t rape, and many women are never victims of rape. 
This cycle of fear is the legacy of Rape Culture.”

In order to combat rape culture, both men and women should be re-
spectful of others’ physical space even in casual situations, avoid using 
language that objectifies or degrades women and speak out against casual 
depictions of violence against women. 

CONSENT
While it may seem like a straightforward concept, consent can be con-

fusing for teens and young adults.
“Consent is an agreement between participants to engage in sexual 

activity,” the RAINN web site explains. “And it should happen every time. 
Giving consent for one activity, one time, does not mean giving consent for 
increased or recurring sexual contact.”

“If the victim says (s)he doesn’t want to do something, that means no,” 
LaPrairie said. “Sometimes the victim changes her mind or doesn’t want to 
do something that happened in the past, and the aggressor doesn’t get it.”

Nobody can assume that wearing certain clothes, dancing certain ways 
or being under the influence of drugs or alcohol is a green light to sexual 
activity. RAINN explains that before any move, both parties should give af-
firmative verbal consent or use physical cues to communicate agreement.

Most women and girls 
live in fear of rape. Men, 
in general, do not. 

“
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Suicide Squad: The Biggest Disappointment of the Summer
By Alex Cala
Opinion Editor

 Suicide Squad is a movie 
that squanders its potential 
to be a fun popcorn flick for 
the ages. It is a mess that is 
weighed down by inconsis-
tent editing and plot holes.

The movie takes place af-
ter the death of Superman in 
Batman v Superman: Dawn 
of Justice. U.S. government 
agent Amanda Waller (Viola 
Davis) proposes creating a 
team of supervillains to fight 
in the event of another “Su-
perman” going rogue. In ex-
change, the villains will serve 
shorter prison sentences. If 
they fail or abandon their 
mission, they will be killed 
by a bomb implant in their 
necks; if they succeed, no one 
will know.

The squad is initially com-
posed of expert assassin 
Deadshot (Will Smith); El 
Diablo (Jay Hernandez), a 
former gang banger who is 

reluctant to use his ability to 
incinerate enemies; Captain 
Boomerang (Jai Courtney), a 
bank robber who is extremely 
skilled at throwing boomer-
angs; Killer Croc (Adewale 
Akinnuoye-Agbaje), a man 
with a deformity that makes 
him part crocodile; and En-
chantress (Cara Delevingne), 
a witch who inhabits the 
body of an archaeologist. 
They’re rounded out by Har-
ley Quinn (Margot Robbie), a 
former psychiatrist who falls 
in love with The Joker (Jared 
Leto).  Overseeing them all is 
Rick Flagg (Joel Kinnaman), 
a US special forces officer.

After Enchantress brings 
her brother back to life in 
order to wreak havoc in 
Midway City, the villains 
decide to save the world. In 
the process, they are joined 
by Slipknot (Adam Beach), a 
character whose only talent 
is, as one character puts it, 
being “really good at climb-
ing things”, and Katana (Tat-
su Yamashiro), a Japanese 

swords master who traps the 
souls of the people she kills.

The first act of the movie is 
fairly entertaining, as direc-
tor David Ayer nails the tone 
of the movie with the intro-
duction of the villains. Ev-

erything prior to the second 
act, which is a battle, really 
captures what he probably 
intended the movie to be: a 
dark, albeit fun-filled romp, 
filled with clever one-liners 
and memorable characters.

Once the battle begins, 
however, the movie begins 
to run off the rails and loses 
almost all of its steam. This 
makes sense, given the ru-
mors that the movie faced a 
troubled production, includ-
ing reshoots after the ex-
tremely negative reception 
that Batman v Superman: 
Dawn of Justice received and 
pressure from Warner Bros 
to deliver and a cast that 
reportedly underwent way 
too much role immersion, 
including what amounts to 
psychological torture, just 
to deliver a movie that has a 
26% on Rotten Tomatoes.

The Enchantress’ motiva-
tions are underdeveloped. 
Some scenes seem to end 
abruptly, others stick for too 
many agonizing seconds, and 
the scenes do not flow coher-
ently. There is little to no 
memorable dialogue, and, as 
a result, the film’s emotional 
impact is diminished.

Jared Leto’s Joker is also 
problematic. Despite be-

ing in the movie for around 
10 minutes, Leto, like a lot 
of the cast, undertook too 
much role immersion for 
something that barely deliv-
ers. He stayed completely in 
character on set, met with 
murderers and other unsa-
vory characters; sent very 
strange gifts to his co-stars, 
including bullets; and made 
a video dedicated to the cast 
that utilized a dead hog.

Even when he was on 
screen, however, this Joker 
tries too hard to be crazy. 
He has tattoos, wears gold 
chains and drives a purple 
Lamborghini, a far cry from 
previous portrayals. This 
rethinking of the character 
would be a welcome change, 
but Leto does not come close 
to delivering a performance 
that can be taken seriously.

Overall, Suicide Squad is 
an embarrassment to comic 
book films. By trying too 
hard to be edgy, most plot 
coherence is lost. Overall, I 
would give it a 4/10.

Once the battle begins, the  movie begins to run off the rails and 
loses almost all of its steam. Image source: suicidesquad.com

Cross Country Team Hopes to Outrun Last Year’s Results
By Max Alter
Sports Editor

The school year began for 
most students on Aug. 17 
with the first day of school. 
For the cross country team, 
work started on Aug. 1 with 
summer practices. 

“Summer practice started 
bright and early at 8:30am 
on Aug. 1st,” Senior Alexan-
der Remer said. “We would 
do anything from endurance 
training to speed training, 
and most workouts required 
a fair amount of effort.”

The cross country team 
comes off a promising sea-
son last year, and there’s no 
sign of slowing down. Last 
November junior Leah Roter 
and senior Jack Spero quali-
fied for the OHSAA Division 
II Regional Tournament. 
Roter eventually went on to 
qualify for the State tourna-

ment and placed 7th.
With all the work the team 

has put in this summer, it 
seems that they will succeed.

This year, team members 
hope to qualify for the re-
gional tournament Roter 
and Spero individually quali-
fied for last year. A number 
of veterans will help them 
achieve this goal.

“Right now, [we are] for-
tunate to have great senior 
leadership,” Spero said. “Re-
mer, Heli Colmenares, and 
Mukul Govande are all expe-
rienced runners and are all 
great assets to the team.” 

These leaders help boost 
the team’s sense of camara-
derie and pride, something 
that is frequently lacking in 
individual sports.

“After warming up before 
every meet, we snap and clap 
to a little jingle that has been 
passed down through the 
years,” Spero said. “We are 

usually the only team that 
does something like that. 
And after the girls run, they 
cheer on the boys, and if 
the boys run first, then they 
cheer on the girls.” 

“We have a great time to-
gether, and we support each 
other during practice and the 
meets,” Roter said. 

Both teams showed a 
promising start at the first 
race on Saturday, Aug. 20 at 
National Trail Raceway--the 
same track that hosts the 
OHSAA State Cross Coun-
try Championships--and the 
runners were more than con-
tent with their performance.

“This year’s Cross Country 
team is the strongest I have 
seen it in my high school 
years as a student-athlete,” 
Spero said. “I am really ex-
cited to see what our team 
can accomplish on and off 
the field.” 

Fighting a hot summer, 

construction on the new 
Beachwood stadium, and 
long practices, the cross 
country team has contin-
ued to train at an elite level. 
Team members hope that 
this work will pay off.

“I am looking forward to 
competing at some of the 
bigger and more competitive 
meets,” Roter said.

Ultimately, the three-
month season will determine 
whether or not the hard 
work put in by the team this 
summer will pay off, and, if 
the past results of these run-
ners indicates anything, this 
season looks hopeful. 

“Last year was a good 
year, but the competition 
is tough,” head coach Jamie 
Lader said. “As a result, We 
have intensified our training 
for this year to be even more 
competitive this upcoming 
year.”

Senior Jack Spero at the 2015 Regionals at Boardman High 
School. Photo by Heli Colmenares

The Curse is Broken: Reflecting on the Cavaliers’ Historic Win
By Phil Schnee
Sports Editor

I was physically unable to 
watch the game. Seriously. I 
went and sat in my car and 
waited. I heard some nois-
es from inside my friend’s 
house where I was watch-
ing the game. I ran in and 
saw LeBron talking to Doris 
Burke about how this cham-
pionship means more than 
his two in Miami because 
“he’s home.” 

Of course, I later saw LeB-
ron’s huge block on Andre 
Igoudala, and Kyrie’s miracu-
lous step-back 3 over Steph 
Curry, both crucial points in 
Game 7. 

With all that this team and 
city has been through, com-
ing back from 3-1 to finally 
break the curse was the per-
fect way to finally end it.

June 2016 was one of, if 
not the most memorable 
month in Cleveland’s his-
tory. For me, it is a month of 
moments that I will remem-
ber for the rest of my life. 

It started out on the night 
of June 2nd. The Cleveland 
Cavaliers, led by Akron’s own 
LeBron James, were back in 
the NBA Finals. They were in 
Oakland, California, to take 
on the Golden State War-
riors. Not only did the Dubs 
beat the Cavs in the 2015 Fi-
nals, but the 2016 team went 
73-9, a historic best, and had 
the first ever unanimous 
MVP in Stephen Curry. 

Game 1 and Game 2 were 
tough to swallow. The Cavs 
faced two losses that seemed 
to put a championship out 
of reach. I was at the watch 
party inside the Q during 
Game 2, and it was extremely 
depressing. 

After starting off Game 
3 fast, the Cavs held off the 
Warriors for a 120-90 blow-
out. Game 4, however, was 
much different. The Warriors 
pulled away for a 108-97 vic-
tory in the final minutes. I 
was outside the Q, watch-
ing the game with the huge 
crowd, and everyone was 
devastated. As I rode home 
on the RTA, I felt I’d prob-

ably have to wait at least 
another year until the 52-
year drought was over. Going 
back to the “Roaracle” down 
3-1? No way we’d come back.

Yet, the Cavs held on 
to win both Games 5 and 
6, prompting the unlikely 
Game 7. 

One win away. I’ve been 
a Cleveland sports fan my 
whole life. I saw the Cavs 
clinch the Eastern Confer-
ence Title in 2007. I’ve been 
to Indians playoff games. I 
am as emotionally invested 
in Cleveland sports as any-
one. So, naturally, I was ex-
tremely nervous during the 
2 days between Game 6 and 
Game 7. 

June 19th, 2016.
I spent the whole day do-

ing nothing–I was too ner-
vous. And then, it was game 
time. A close first half domi-
nated by Green had the Cavs 
down at half.  Now, here it 
was. Crunch time. The big-
gest 12 minutes of my life. 
LeBron’s life. The City of 
Cleveland’s life. 2 minutes 
left. 89-89; this was when I 

went to my car. I came back, 
and it was time to celebrate. 

I headed over to Dick’s 
Sporting Goods to get some 
gear, and it was like our coun-
try had just won its indepen-
dence.  When the Cavs land-
ed in the morning, a sea of 
wine and gold awaited them 
at Hopkins airport. LeBron, 
wearing a shirt that said “Ul-
timate Warrior,” hoisted the 
trophy as he exited the plane.

This was nothing com-
pared to the parade. On 
Wednesday, June 22, I awoke 
at 7 AM to see an outrageous 
line at the Green Road RTA 
stop. I’d never seen the rapid 
as crowded as this. There was 
apparently a 3 hour wait. All 
parking spots at every rapid 
stop in Cleveland were filled, 
and the rapid wasn’t stop-
ping at any other stations 
until it cleared out Green 
Road. So, realizing that I 
wouldn’t make it downtown 
in time for the 11:30 parade, 
I got a car ride there. I ar-
rived around 9:00, and it was 
already packed. 

Over 250,000 people were 

waiting on the Mall for the 
rally slated to start AFTER 
the parade ended hours later. 
I moved into the intersection 
of East 9th & Superior and 
waited there, with almost 
no personal space, for about 
two hours. The police were 
having trouble clearing out 
the parade route. People kept 
walking through it and back 
at the Q; the parade had not 
yet started. 

But finally, after my legs 
had almost collapsed, the 
parade began. Many floats 
headed the front of the pre-
cession, including one for the 
Lake Erie Monsters, who are 
also champions, the Cleve-
land Gladiators, Cleveland’s 
own Machine Gun Kelly and 
many more. Dan Gilbert, the 
owner of the Cavs, eventu-
ally rolled through and gave 
an enthusiastic fist-pump to 
the crowd, exclaiming “We 
did it!” 

JR Smith was the first 
player to come by me. He was 
still shirtless, as he had been 
since Game 7 ended. He and 
the rest of the Cavs were in 

awe. The crowd gave every 
player, from LeBron to Mo 
Williams, just as much love. 
It was truly a surreal mo-
ment. This was what the city 
had been waiting for for so 
long. That’s why 1.3 million 
people showed up on that 
hot and humid day. 

There is no place like Cleve-
land. Even after decades 
of heartbreak, the support 
for our teams and players is 
unwavering. It still hasn’t 
hit me that the Cavs won. It 
still feels like a dream, which 
is similar to the sentiment 
that King James himself ex-
pressed after he won it all. 
Cleveland is finally a city of 
champions. 

Now, it’s time to repeat, 
and who better to do it 
against than the Warriors 
with their new villain, Kevin 
Durant?
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We Are All Responsible for Standing Up to Hate and Bigotry
By Jinle Zhu
News & Layout Editor

On Jun. 12, the deadliest 
mass shooting in American 
history occurred at Pulse, 
a gay nightclub in Orlando, 
Florida. With 49 dead and 53 
wounded, the shooting was 
denounced as both an act of 
terrorism and a hate crime.

When I woke up to this 
news, I was devastated and 
horrified. Although I knew 
I couldn’t speak for other 
people and how they were re-
acting, I was sure those who 
heard were equally shocked. 
I was sure that even though 
they were unaffected, they 
would be empathetic enough 
to feel sorry for the families 
of those afflicted and at the 
very least, respect the dead.

I was wrong.
One Beachwood student 

in particular (who will not 
be named out of respect for 
privacy) decided it would be 
funny to spam the message 
via messaging system Dis-
cord “fifty fags dead in Or-
lando” over and over again to 
various people. In addition, 
this person changed their 
username to “Savage Omar” 
after the shooter at the Pulse 

nightclub. Although I did not 
witness this spamming my-
self, I was made aware by my 
friend, who was very upset 
that she was being spammed 
and provided screenshots of 
this happening.

Clearly, respect for the 
dead was too much to ask. 
Clearly, I was unaware of 
the extent of toxic culture 
among some BHS students. 
Clearly, asking people to be 
decent human beings has be-
come unreasonable.

Here’s the thing: I hear 
people saying the word 
“fag” in the hallways every 
day. I hear people say stuff 
like “that’s gay” every day. I 
don’t object to it as often as I 
would like to, but spamming 
“fifty fags dead in Orlando” 
less than ten hours after the 
tragedy is past unacceptable.

It’s well past time for me 
to object.

Slurs are pejorative terms. 
According to Merriam-Web-
ster, this would encompass 
words or grammatical forms 
expressing a negative con-
notation, a low opinion of 
someone or something, or 
showing a lack of respect for 
someone or something.

Personally, I think that 
definition is watered down. 

Slurs are the equivalent of 
hate speech, and those who 
choose to use them should 
be corrected at every turn. 
Their use is toxic, hateful, 
and needs to stop.

Although slurs are not 
limited to words targeted at 
the LGBT community, for the 

purposes of this article, I’ll 
only be focusing on the word 
“fag” as it was what lead me 
to write this article in the 
first place. It is also a slur I 
can claim to be an authority 
on. I’ve been also called oth-
er slurs, but I’m not going to 
touch those right now.

First of all, the history of 
the word “fag” is associated 
with violence, torture, and 
execution of homosexuals.

According to Oxford Eng-
lish Dictionary, the earliest 

usage of the word “faggot” 
meant “a bundle of sticks” 
which later became associ-
ated with burning heretics 
(including homosexuals) at 
the stake. Phrases like “fire 
and faggot” and “fry a fag-
got” were used to refer to 
such executions. At the time, 

the word “faggot” referred to 
the fuel for the fire, but even-
tually evolved to refer to the 
heretic instead.

Whether you realize it or 
not, the word is an endorse-
ment of executions of homo-
sexuals. Referring to people 
by such a slur is not only of-
fensive but dehumanizing.

Second of all, what kind of 
impact does slur culture have 
on younger generations?

When I was volunteering 
at Fairmount Daycare this 

summer, one of the girls, 
who was four years old, was 
pretend-fighting with one of 
her friends. However, half-
way into the game, they were 
laughing very hard, and she 
said to her friend “you’re gay.”

Obviously, I sat her down 
and explained how being 
gay doesn’t equate to being 
stupid, unintelligent or any-
thing negative. Afterwards, 
she told me she was never 
going to say it as an insult 
again.

However, this didn’t feel 
like a victory for me. Because 
it wasn’t.

It isn’t comforting that 
four-year-old children can 
pick up on the sheer amount 
of stigma and institutional-
ized homophobia in their 
environments. It isn’t com-
forting that four-year-old 
children will mimic this aw-
ful behavior from people 
they view as an authority.

And it certainly isn’t com-
forting that those said au-
thority figures (especially 
teens) are unwilling to scrub 
toxic words out of their vo-
cabulary for the sake of rais-
ing a younger generation 
with a better, accepting, and 
tolerant mentality.

Lastly, what about mar-

ginalized people’s sense of 
safety?

Do people honestly expect 
me to feel safe in an environ-
ment where right after the 
deadliest mass shooting in 
American history, someone I 
know starts spamming hate-
ful messages and starts en-
dorsing hate crimes against 
the LGBT community? Do I 
feel safe where I can be walk-
ing home from volunteering 
and some man can shout 
from his car, “Hey, chink 
looks like Pocahontas!” (and 
yes, this really did happen).

Cisgender people are al-
lowed to walk in the halls of 
BHS without worrying about 
being harassed for their gen-
der. Heterosexual people are 
allowed to walk in the halls of 
BHS without worrying about 
being harassed for their sex-
uality. White people are al-
lowed to walk in the halls of 
BHS without worrying about 
being harassed for their skin 
color. So why aren’t others 
allowed the same fundamen-
tal human right to feel safe in 
an environment?

My question at the end 
of the day is why are we not 
more vigilant of people’s us-
age of slurs in BHS?

The answer: We should be.

School Board Sets Example on Protection of Transgender Rights
The Beachcomber Staff

On June 25, 2015, the 
U.S. Supreme Court legalized 
gay marriage in all 50 states. 
LGBTQ people, who waited 
decades to have their rights 
affirmed, celebrated with 
parades in the streets and 
smiles on their faces.

Many conservative states 
have reacted negatively to 
this progressive decision. 

One of these states was 
North Carolina, where on 
March 23, Governor Pat Mc-
Crory signed the Public Fa-
cilities Privacy and Security 
Act, more commonly known 
as “the bathroom bill.” This 
bill--which requires anyone 
in the state of North Caro-
lina, whether they identify 
with that gender or not, to go 
to the restroom that matches 
the gender on their birth 
certificate--caused many big 
names in the entertainment 
and corporate industries to 
pull their functions from the 
state. 

On May 13, Obama’s de-
partments of justice and 
education sought to clarify 

the issue by issuing a direc-
tive that mandated public 
schools to allow children to 
use the bathrooms of the 
gender they identify with as 
opposed to the one on their 
birth certificate. Schools not 
compliant with this direc-
tive could have their federal 
funding cut. 

Then on May 25, 11 states 
filed a federal lawsuit, claim-
ing that this directive could 
bring forth “seismic changes 
in the operations of the na-
tion’s school districts.” The 
states also argued that the 
Obama administration had 
overstepped federal author-
ity.

 An additional 10 states, 
including Ohio, joined in 
on July 8th, claiming the 
Obama administration twist-
ed Title IX to include rights 
for transgender people, as it 
originally just fought against 
sex discrimination.

More recently, on Aug. 
22, Judge Reed O’Connor of 
the Federal District Court 
for the Northern District of 
Texas was highly critical of 
Obama’s directive, according 
to The New York Times. 

“In a 38-page ruling, which 
[O’Connor] said should apply 
nationwide,” the NYT wrote, 
“...the government had not 
complied with federal law 
when it issued ‘directives 
which contradict the exist-
ing legislative and regulatory 

text.’”
Ultimately, the final deci-

sion will be made by higher 
courts. O’Connor’s detri-
mental decision blocks the 
miniscule progress that the 
transgender community has 
made, kicking open the door 

to legalized discrimination, 
potentially leading to a fu-
ture where bigotry quashes 
common decency.

Decisions such as 
O’Connor’s are just stubborn 
attempts to justify hate and 
legal discrimination in pub-

lic spaces (such as schools). 
The obsessive focus on bath-
room purity sadly echoes the 
concerns of Jim Crow segre-
gationists who insisted on 
separate bathrooms for black 
and white.

There is no reason that any 

transgender person should 
be forced to use a restroom 
that does not coincide with 
their identity. Republican 
lawmakers fear that if di-
rectives like the Obama ad-
ministration’s are followed 
then the United States could 
become a “sexless society”. 
Other opponents of the bill 
worry that sexual predators 
would enter bathrooms the 
bathrooms of their intended 
victims. According to the 
University of Michigan’s Sex-
ual Assault Prevention and 
Awareness Center, members 
of the LGBTQ community 
are no more likely to be sex-
ual predators than hetero-
sexual people. 

Hasn’t the transgender 
community already been 
through enough?

Many transgender indi-
viduals face expulsion from 
their homes, shunning and 
hate from their communi-
ties. As a result, more than 
50% of transgender youth 
have had at least one suicide 
attempt by their 20th birth-
day, according to the Youth 
Suicide Prevention Program.

“The suicide rate among 

LGBTQ students is the high-
est among all other groups of 
students, and school should 
absolutely be a place where 
a student feels safe and pro-
tected.” wrote GSA adviser 
Casey Matthews in an email.

Transgender people are 
among the most persecuted 
minorities around the world, 
and discriminatory policies 
only add to the cruel obsta-
cles they face.

Sadly, O’Connor’s decision 
is a reminder that transgen-
der people will likely face dis-
crimination until the stub-
born forces of the past die 
away. Discriminatory laws 
will be passed, boycotts will 
be made in response, and the 
country will continue to be 
sent into a frenzy every time.

Our school board made 
the right decision in Jan. 
2014 when it recognized 
transgender individuals as a 
protected class. By doing so, 
our district’s leaders signaled 
that hate has no place in 
modern society. Hopefully, 
the rest of the country will 
eventually follow suit, and 
we can all move on to more 
important matters.

It certainly isn’t comforting that authority 
figures are unwilling to scrub toxic words out 
of their vocabulary for the sake of raising a 
younger generation with a better, accepting 

and tolerant mentality.

Hasn’t the transgender community already 
been through enough?

*        *       *
Transgender people are among the most 

persecuted minorities around the world, and 
discriminatory policies only add to the cruel 

obstacles they face.
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The Beachcomber pulled aside several students during freshmen orientation to ask how they feel about coming into the high 
school. Here are their answers.
Reporting by Dalia Zullig and Daria Novikov

Meet the Incoming Freshmen

Lena Leland
What emotions do you feel entering the high 
school?
I’m nervous, but I’m excited because everyone says 
it’s super fun!

What do you like to do in your spare time?
In my spare time I love to hang out with friends, 
babysitting and volunteering. ‘Just hanging out 
and stuff’  ...I sound like an American Girl doll. 

What rumors have you heard about the high 
school?
I heard if you don’t walk fast in the hallways and 
you don’t walk on the right side, then you’re go-
ing to be bullied by the upperclassmen.

If you could take any elective, what would it be? 
Traveling… I want to take a gap year during high 
school.

 James Flowers
What emotions do you feel entering the high school?
Uh, I felt a little silly.

What class are you most looking forward to?
Lunch!

By senior year I hope too…
I want a statue outside the school.

If you could take any elective what would it be?
I want Harambe Appreciation Society.

Nikhil Murali
What emotions do you feel entering the high 
school?
I’m excited because it’s a new building and every-
thing, and new classes. 

What do you like to do in your spare time?
I like to play sports and video games. I mostly just 
hang out with my friends. 

What class are you most looking forward to?
Intro to software engineering.

If you could take any elective, what would it be? 
Probably economics


