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BHS Will Wait One More Year For Auditorium to Reopen

Due to contractual is-
sues, workers have still not 
begun to rebuild the BHS 
auditorium, which has 
been in disrepair since the 
high school renovation in 
2013.

Administrators estimat-
ed that the space would be 
ready for use by the fall of 
2015, but the auditorium 
is not ready for use. 

“All the carpeting has 
been pulled up, the seats 
have been removed and 
all of the ceiling tiles and 
drywall soffits are gone,” 
Superintendent Bob Har-
dis said.

At the time the origi-
nal high school was built, 
sprinkler systems were not 
required in all locations. 
During the renovation two 
years ago, new sprinklers 
were installed throughout 
most of the building. The 

auditorium was not part 
of the planned renovation 
project, but was unexpect-
edly added when the in-
stallation of a fire suppres-
sion system could not be 
delayed. 

In order to install the 
sprinklers in the auditori-
um, workers had to remove 
walls and tear out the ceil-
ing to ensure safe construc-
tion. In such an unfinished 
state, the auditorium could 
not be occupied.

According to Hardis, the 
design phase of the audito-
rium renovation was com-
pleted smoothly, and the 
new layout will address all 
the problems with the old 
design. The renovation will 
improve the space for all 
future uses of the audito-
rium.

The district first hired 
Albert M. Higley Co. as the 
construction management 
firm that would develop 
bid packages, allowing 

companies to bid on parts 
of the construction pro-
cess.

“In theory, the lowest 
bidder who can show that 
they’ve accounted for all 
the work... gets awarded 
that contract,” Hardis said. 
Yet the bids did not seem 
competitive. Hardis fur-
ther explained  that they 
were above market prices.

District leaders felt that 
part of the reason for that 
discrepancy lay in the 
structure of its contract 
with Higley, so they ended 
the contract.

“We didn’t feel right 
spending taxpayer money 
overpaying on something 
we know ought to be sev-
eral hundred thousand dol-
lars less,” Hardis said.

Upon signing with Scap-
arotti Consulting Group 

The auditorium plans call for seating that forms a soft curve 
around the stage. Image courtesy of Superintendent Bob Hardis.
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“It is incredibly humbling...  to know that … proverbially, the buck stops with you and no one else,” Hardis said. “The weight of those decisions becomes very, very real.”  Photo by Bradford Douglas.
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After six years as BHS 
principal and three years 
on deck as assistant super-
intendent, it’s Bob Hardis’ 
turn at bat.

The Beachwood resident 
assumed the superinten-
dency in June, following 
Dr. Richard Markwardt’s 
long-planned retirement 
from the district.

“[As principal,] he really 
cared about the students,” 
said Zach Davis, BHS Class 
of 2014. “I think he’ll do a 
great job.”

Hardis was principal for 
Davis’ freshman and soph-
omore years of high school.

Hardis and his wife have 
two children enrolled in 
Beachwood schools.

He received his bache-
lor’s degree in political sci-

ence from the University 
of Michigan, a master’s of 
education degree in sec-
ondary social studies from 
George Washington Uni-
versity and a master’s of 
education degree in school 
leadership from the Har-
vard Graduate School of 
Education.

According to his official 
district biography, Hardis 
is enrolled in the Doctor 
of Management Program 
at Case Western Reserve 
University’s Weatherhead 
School of Management.

The shift in power has 
been relatively seamless, 
Hardis explained.

“The transition process 
… has taken place over the 
last several years,” he said, 
explaining he had been 
preparing for the job since 
taking the role of assistant 
superintendent in 2012.

“Dr. Markwardt re-
ally worked very closely 
with me,” Hardis said. “I 
couldn’t ask for better.”

“To have a three-year 
period of time to … slow-
ly take off the training 
wheels, is something a lot 
of superintendents don’t 
have the luxury of,” Hardis 
said.

The increase in authority 
has taken some time to set 
in with Hardis, he admit-
ted.

“It is incredibly hum-
bling and sobering to know 
that … proverbially, the 
buck stops with you and 
no one else,” he said, cit-
ing the responsibility of 
making recommendations 
to the Beachwood Board 
of Education that, poten-
tially, have dramatic conse-
quences.

“The weight of those de-

cisions becomes very, very 
real.”

In addition to growing 
more comfortable with his 
heightened level of com-
mand, staffing changes 
have occurred at the Board 
office to better accommo-
date Hardis.

Former Hilltop Elemen-
tary School Principal Linda 
LoGalbo has been named 
director of curriculum and 
instruction/human re-
sources, while Ken Veon’s 
title has been adjusted to 
reflect a different area of 
focus: director of opera-
tions and technology. Har-
dis explained that these 
two positions take the 
place of an assistant super-
intendent.

“I wanted to find ways 
to, basically, leverage their 
talents in a way that would 
support me … and the dis-

trict.”
In addition, building and 

grounds supervisor Jeff 
Smith’s contract was not 
renewed. Instead, Brian 
Koss has been hired to 
serve in a newly-created 
position as supervisor of 
facilities and grounds.

Doug Levin, district di-
rector of marketing and 
communications, resigned 
in mid-August. At the time 
of publication, a replace-
ment had not been named.

English teacher and 
Beachwood Federation of 
Teachers President Evan 
Luzar sang high praise of 
Hardis in a Beachcomber 
interview conducted in 
May.

“No one could be bet-
ter positioned to lead our 
district than Mr. Hardis,” 
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for construction manage-
ment services, district 
leaders hoped to reformu-
late the bid packages and 
bring the bids down. This 
process takes a significant 
amount of time, delaying 
the construction.

Hardis estimates the to-
tal cost of the project to 
be about $4.6 million. This 
number will not be final 
until bid packages have 
been selected.

Despite the problems 
in the bidding process, 
Hardis says the design for 
the auditorium remains 
the same. The seating will 
form a soft curve in con-
trast to its former wedge-
like shape. At the lowest 
level, the seats will no 
longer be at stage level, 
but will be slightly below 
ground. This will allow 
better overall viewing of 
the stage. There are also 
plans for a better lighting 
and sound system as well 
as a complete renovation 
of the backstage areas like 
dressing rooms and scene 
shop.

Currently, the adminis-
tration is working on ob-
taining new bids, which are 
estimated to be approved 
by the Board of Education 

in mid-September. Fol-
lowing mobilization of 
workers and equipment, 
construction on the audi-
torium will hopefully com-
mence by November.

At publication, Hardis 
expects the auditorium to 
be complete by July 15, 
2016.

In the past few years, 
assemblies have been re-
located to the gym or com-
munity room. One of the 
biggest changes students 
are looking forward to is 
assemblies being held in 
the auditorium again.

Asst. Principal Ryan Pat-
ti was hired after the audi-
torium was closed off. He 
pointed out that the gym 
has a big enough seating 
capacity for the student 
body.

“We just work around it,” 
he said.

On the other hand, there 
are some inconveniences.

“The sound quality is not 
as good in the gym...ev-
erything just echoes,” said 
guidance counselor Ashley 
Saferight, who has also not 
worked at BHS while the 
auditorium was in use.

Additionally, some stu-
dents have been frustrated 
by the need to hold their 
events in different places. 

In the past, the high 
school auditorium has also 

served as a performance 
hall for many groups. Stu-
dent concerts, drama pro-
ductions and community 
events have been moved 
to other locations such as 
the high school gym and 
middle school auditorium.

“White and Gold... [has 
been] at the middle school 
for the past two years,” 
Patti said. 

This year’s seniors are 
the only current class that 
would have worked on 
White and Gold when it 
was held in the high school 
auditorium.

“[It’s a little difficult 
for] students who have 
had previous experiences 
with it being held in a 
larger space, on a bigger 
stage, with more lighting 
capabilities,” said Saf-
eright, who is the adviser 
for White and Gold. “A lot 
of students who are part 
of the show don’t neces-
sarily know the difference 
yet.”

However, Saferight 
notes that the construc-
tion has affected other pro-
grams even more.

“The biggest impact of 
not having an auditorium 
has been on the drama pro-
gram,” she said.

Students who have been 
active in drama club agree 
that the auditorium should 

have been completed fast-
er.

“The last show that was 
in [the auditorium] was 
Rent. That was [my] fresh-
man year,” said senior Jas-
mine Howard, who is part 
of the school’s drama club.

The school’s spring and 
fall plays are currently 
performed in the commu-
nity room, which lacks the 
setup that an auditorium 
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Walking into the small 
lobby of the auditorium at 
Cuyahoga Community Col-
lege’s Metro Campus on 
Saturday, June 27 was like 
being transported to India.

The room was packed 
with South Asian families 
gathered in small groups, 
speaking unfamiliar lan-
guages. Women wore col-
orful saris, while men wore 
familiar business casual 
attire.

The crowd had gathered 
to celebrate junior Swathi 
Srinivasan’s Bharathan-
atya Arangetram, a cere-
monial performance dem-
onstrating her mastery of 
classical Indian dance.

Pictures of Srinivasan 
were displayed on tables 
and hung from support 
beams.

Directly in front of the 
door was a table full of can-
dles; to the left of that was 
a sign-in book and a stack 
of glossy programs.

Many people, American 
and Indian, were crowded 
in this space.

According to Rekha 
Srinivasan, the dancer’s 
mother, this event took 
years to plan.

“Financially we had to 
plan for a few years as it is 
expensive to bring musi-
cians from India and host 

them,” she said. “We had 
to get the costumes done 
in India.”

“The jewelry [Swathi] 
was wearing is called Tem-
ple Jewelry,” she added. 
“[It is] completely hand-
made in silver and ruby 
spinel with gold foil hand 
laid on top.”

The invitations and bro-
chures were also printed in 
India.

In preparation for the 
performance, Srinivasan 
had to build up her stami-
na by eating balanced food 
with lots of protein, espe-
cially since she is a vegetar-
ian.

Srinivasan had with-
stood ten years of prac-
tice. Now she would dance 
for two and a half hours, 
changing costumes three 
times.

In the lobby, cameras 
flashed through the din of 
English and various Indian 
languages.

Then the crowd was di-
rected  into the  audito-
rium to witness Srinivasan 
perform her traditional 
Hindu Bharathanatya Ar-
angetram.

“Classical dance and 
music in India has a huge 
devotional component,” 
said Rekha Srinivasan, the 
dancer’s mother. “Swathi 
depicted stories from Hin-
du mythology. Dance and 
singing are also ways of 

expressing love and devo-
tion to god in addition to 
prayers, chanting and wor-
ship.”

Even in India, these 
events are rare accom-
plishments, she explained.

“It takes many years of 
training and dedication,” 
Rekha said. “So very few 
have the talent and work 
ethic to get to that stage.”

This was not Sriniva-
san’s first performance, 
however.

“[Swathi] has won inter-
national competitions and 
performed in prestigious 
venues like the Cleveland 
Art museum, Playhouse 
Square and Akron Civic 
Center,” said Rekha Srini-
vasan.

Arangetram literally 
means “to ascend the 
stage” in Tamil, one of 
India’s many languages. 
An arangetram is per-
formed when an Indian 
dance student has truly 
mastered this form of 
classical Indian dance. 
This performance is the 
student’s debut to the 
stage as a classical Indian 
dancer.

The type of Indian clas-
sical dance that Srinivasan 
performed is Bharathan-
atyam. According to the 
program given to audience 
members, it is the most 
popular type of classical 
Indian dance.

“The three syllables ‘Bha 
ra ta’,” the program states. 
“Represent the three quint-
essential aspects of Bhava 
(expression), Raga (melo-
dy) and Tala (rhythm) of 
the dance form.”

The dancer portrays 
many split characters dur-
ing their Bharathanatyam 
dance. Srinivasan por-
trayed each by switching 
roles through the swift 
turn in circle and creates 
a story line that can be 
easily followed. The char-
acters are then portrayed 
through the narrative of 
the song and expression, 
or abhinaya.

Another part of the 
Bharathanatyam dance 
is the element of nrtta, 
meaning rhythmic dance 
movements. Throughout 
Srinivasan’s dance, every 
one of her movements 
were choreographed, each 
hand movement and every 
head turn was in a precise 
order that had to be fol-
lowed. Srinivasan exhibit-
ed immense concentration 
and discipline through the 
entire arangetram.   

“It took time to be aware 
of every movement I was 
doing,” Srinivasan said. 
“That took years of master-
ing steps and emotions.”   

Mastering each expres-
sion was a challenge, ac-
cording to Srinivasan’s 
teacher, Guru Sujatha 
Srinivasan who trained in 
India with other illustrious 
gurus.

“I had to work with her 
[to make sure] she [was] 
expressing properly,” she 
said. “It takes a while to 
master that part of it. It’s 
like ivory, you keep polish-
ing and perfecting [it].”

“I had to portray various 
characters, yes,” Sriniva-
san said. “But to play such 
intricate characters, I had 
to feel their emotions and 
watch scenes [from mov-
ies] and read books to un-
derstand them.”

The performance began 
with a prayer, performed 
by five musicians sitting 
on stage right. Srinivasan 
was not yet on the stage, in 
order to give the audience 
their full attention to the 
musicians and the prayer.

After the prayer was 

completed Srinivasan en-
tered on stage left and be-
gan with the Nrtyanjali. In 
this passionate and precise 
dance, the dancer offers 
flowers to Lord Nataraja, 
her teacher and the audi-
ence.

The fourth dance that 
Srinivasan performed was 
the Varnam: Nanda Go-
palanai. The Varnam dance 
is the crown jewel in any 
arangetram performance 
simply because it is the 
longest and most complex 
dance that was performed 
that evening. Srinivasan 
danced without pause for 
more than 30 minutes, de-
picting Lord Krishna’s long 
life.

“[It was] very exciting,” 
Srinivasan said. “There was 
a small moment right after 
I finished that the tired-
ness hit me, but that was 
the dress change and I had 
to snap out of it.”

Chemistry teacher Kim 
Peoples was also present 
for Srinivasan’s perfor-
mance and later offered 
her perspective.

“I have performed bal-
let, lyrical, jazz, hip-hop, 
tap and even a little latin 
and ballroom dance,” 
Peoples wrote. “This style 
was nothing like any 
of those, and yet there 
are some things com-
mon among all forms 
of dance. Swathi’s facial 
expressions played a big 
role on bringing the sto-
ries to life, as in all per-
formances meant to con-
vey something.”

Srinivasan identified 
a combination of factors 
that make the Varnam so 
hard.

“Its length,” she said. 
“And the complexity of the 
characters you have to por-
tray; [also] the emotions of 
the plots.”

After another three 
dances, Srinivasan’s Vaa-
ranam Aayiram and Man-
galam concluded the per-
formance. This dance tells 
the story of Andal who 
describes to her friends 
her dream of an elabo-
rate wedding with Sriman 
NaaraayaNa, the supreme 
lord.

Peoples wrote that she 
was enthralled by Sriniva-

san’s movements.
“I often caught myself 

watching just her hands 
or her feet rather than the 
whole dancer,” she said. 
“The intricacies of the 
movement was captivat-
ing, right down to the bend 
of an individual finger or 
flex of the toes.”

Math teacher Jeff Luce 
wrote that he was amazed 
by Srinivasan’s perfor-
mance.

“The most fascinating 
part for me was how she 
was able to give a perfor-
mance that was not only 
highly artistic, but also 
very physically demand-
ing,” he wrote. “The bal-
ance, coordination, and 
strength required to pull it 
off was impressive. It was a 
long performance as well, 
which required a great 
amount of endurance and 
a great amount of memo-
rization on [Srinivasan’s] 
part.”

“[It felt] exhilarating and 
energizing [to be done],” 
Srinivasan said. “I felt re-
lieved and proud at the 
same time.”

According to Sujatha, 
this dance is a wonderful 
way to connect with the 
past.

“It is a great art form,” 
she said. “A very ancient 
art form and young ladies 
like Swathi are a carrier of 
a tradition from a teacher 
to a student. They are for-
tunate to get that training 
here. These kids are trained 
in such a manner that they 
go back to my native place 
and native city.”

“Swathi is one of the 
most amazing people I 
know,” attendee junior 
Amanda Wasserman said. 
“She worked so hard for 
this performance and it 
payed off.”

Rekha added that she 
wishes Beachwood could 
give recognition to danc-
ers. 

“I think [Srinivasan] and 
other dancers who train 
rigorously and perform 
as she has done in front 
of 500 people have truly 
earned it,” she said. “I wish 
[Beachwood City Schools] 
would give athletic letters 
to dancers.”

Swathi Srinivasan Stuns With Classical Indian Dance Performance

By Dalia Zullig
Online Editor-in-Chief

Srinivasan during the last dance of her performance. Photo courtesy of Ravi Sunderrajan.

supplies, including proper 
lighting and sound equip-
ment.

“It’s a smaller space and 
it’s much more difficult to 
work with,” Howard ex-
plained. “It would be lovely 
to have a theater.”

Although construc-
tion on the auditorium is 
on track to completion, 
it won’t mean the end for 
renovation in the high 

Luzar said. “I look forward 
to continuing to work with 
him in the future.”

“As I imagined he would, 
he has already set a very 
positive and collaborative 
tone for the coming year,” 
Luzar wrote in a recent 
statement to The Beach-
comber. “It seems to me 
that he and his staff are off 
to a great start.”

Lori Joyner, Hardis’ sec-
retary during his tenure at 
BHS, said she feels he is 
the right choice to lead the 
schools.

“I think he’s going to 
take our district to an-
other level,” Joyner said. 
She added that Hardis is “a 
natural.”

Senior Simón Perilla said 
he wants to see what Har-
dis’ tenure offers, and add-
ed that he has heard only 
complimentary remarks 
about him. “I think he’ll 
do a stellar job. It’s good 
to have fresh, new leader-
ship.”

Those who will miss 
Markwardt’s managerial 
style should not fret, Har-
dis explained.

“Even going back to the 
time that I was high school 
principal, Dr. Markwardt 
and I found in each other 
that we think incredibly 
alike.”

“We both tend to be fair-
ly linear in our thinking,” 
Hardis said.

“It wasn’t only that we 
came to the same decision, 
[but how we came to the 
decision]. … It was eerily 
similar in some cases.”

Hardis conceded that he 
is not without shortcom-
ings. For one thing, he said 
he considers himself impa-
tient.

“That is truly an attri-
bute that I would like to 
work on,” he said, invoking 
Markwardt as a source of 
inspiration.

“Faced with a decision, 
I will often act very quick-
ly. … It feels good to act 
quickly and put an issue to 
bed,” Hardis said, adding 
that such haste occasion-
ally results in missed op-
portunities.

Markwardt, Hardis re-
called, was typically more 
methodical.

While Hardis worked 
closely with Markwardt, he 
must now move forward 

with his own initiatives.
“This is not a district 

that has something broken 
that needs fixed,” he said.

For the time being, Har-
dis explained that he can’t 
allow performance of the 
schools to suffer during 
this transition phase.

“My mission is to main-
tain the success that we 
have and ensure that we’re 
on a steady trajectory to 
improve upon everything 
we already do very well.”

Hardis said his vision 
includes living up to the 
standards expected by the 
community.

“I want the percep-
tion of Beachwood to be 
… one where the respect 
paid to the individual 
importance of every kid 

is something that we are 
known for.”

At Beachwood, students 
can “craft their own school 
experience,” he said, add-
ing that he feels this can-
not be accomplished in 
larger districts. 

With a series of long-
term projects on the table, 
Hardis has a lengthy to-do 
list.

“One huge goal is to 
build the [BHS] auditori-
um so that it is something 
we can be really proud of.”

The auditorium has 
been closed to the pub-
lic since the end of the 
2012-2013 school year. 
In an August 2014 in-
terview, Hardis said he 
anticipated the project to 
be completed prior to the 

Superintendent Hardis 
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start of the 2015-2016 
school year. However, the 
renovation has not yet 
begun.

The district is also look-
ing to enhance its athletic 
facilities, he said.

“We want to do that, not 
only to support our varsity 
sports, but also to … make 
our field spaces as func-
tional as possible, so we 
can expand our youth ath-
letic programming.”

Changes are also on the 
horizon for the district’s 
elementary schools. “[It’s] 
really only a matter of 
time,” he said.

The district could po-
tentially make “massive 
renovations” on the dated 
Hilltop and Bryden build-
ings. Another proposed 
option is to consolidate 
all elementary education 
into the Fairmount Early 
Childhood Center build-
ing, which also houses the 
Board offices.

“These are major proj-
ects,” Hardis said. “They’re 
really exciting ones, 
though.”

He will also oversee 
the implementation of a 
district-wide school secu-
rity plan, something Mark-

Students Choosing Science and Math Over Arts and Language Courses

One of the trends seen 
in BHS arts and language 
courses is that there are 

significantly more fresh-
men than seniors in the 
programs.

Many BHS students are 
choosing to take math 
classes instead of staying 
with their language cours-

es.
According to student 

enrollment numbers from 
the 2014-2015 school year, 
there was a lower number 
of students enrolled in Ad-
vanced Placement arts and 

language classes than in 
math and science classes. 
However, many of these AP 
art classes were not offered 
until recently, and fewer of 
them are offered than their 
science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics 
counterparts. 

“Kids get bumped out 
of the arts to maintain 
their rigorous academics, 
and typically they do not 
return,” orchestra teacher 
Lisa Goldman wrote in an 
email. 

Junior Jennifer Yen ex-
emplifies this. Yen is tak-
ing seven AP classes this 
year, most of which are 
STEM-oriented. As a result 
of time constraints, she 
had to drop orchestra. 

“I would like to take 
orchestra since I took it 
freshman and sophomore 
years,” Yen said. “But there 
are simply too many other 
classes for me to take.” 

“Public speaking, which 
is a skill that is vital to all 
students, … seems to have 

been deemed superfluous,” 
former speech teacher 
Sheila Heyman wrote in an 
email. 

“I believe education, in 
general, not Beachwood 
alone, is doing students a 
tremendous disservice by 
not recognizing the im-
portance of the skills that 
courses like speech and im-
provisational comedy de-
velop in terms of the whole 
student,” Heyman noted. 

According to a Harvard 
University report pub-
lished last year, “Mapping 
the Future,” many STEM 
students have marginal-
ized the humanities, fine 
arts and social sciences.

“[Fine arts and humani-
ties] are definitely losing 
momentum,” said math 
teacher Jeffrey Luce. “My 
wife teaches family and 
consumer science. In the 
past few years, [she] briefly 
lost her job due to cutbacks 
in her department.”

“It’s really unfortunate 
that this is happening, be-

cause what she teaches is 
every bit as important in 
the real world as the math 
I teach,” Luce continued. 

Why do students opt 
to drop out of languages 
and fine arts classes?

According to USA Today, 
in the face of rapid ad-
vancements in technology 
and a stronger emphasis on 
science and engineering, 
interest in the humanities 
and fine arts are indeed de-
clining at U.S. colleges and 
universities. 

Recently, President 
Barack Obama’s admin-
istration set a goal of in-
creasing STEM graduates 
by one million by 2022, 
in an effort to maintain 
the nation’s “competitive 
edge” against other rapid-
ly-growing countries.

“There is an idea that the 
[U.S.] should be viewed as a 
leader in innovation,” band 
teacher David Luddington 

By Jinle Zhu 
Features Editor
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The school district has invested recently in new programs in STEM fields. The 3D printer in room 
140 is part of the design and innovation program. Photo by Bradford Douglas. 
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wardt wanted to put into 
place prior to his retire-
ment.

“[The] district will con-
tract with the city to hire 
a full-time Beachwood po-
lice officer to serve as the 
school system’s Director of 
Security and to hire part-
time Beachwood police to 
serve as security officers,” 
Hardis wrote in an Aug. 9 
email to parents.

Hardis stressed that 
these will not be “school re-
source officers,” who tend 
to focus on internal issues 
in schools, such as drugs, 
gangs or student conflict.

These officers, Hardis 
said, will have an external 
focus; primarily, protect-
ing students and staff. This 
initiative is not the result 
of any particular threat, he 
noted.

Hardis is left with a full 
plate for his first year as 
district top brass.

Despite his training, he 
said a learning curve re-
mains. “I don’t know what 
I don’t know yet.”

“I think I’d have to be re-
ally naive to assume … that 
there won’t be challenges I 
don’t anticipate.”

“I think I’d have to be really 
naive to assume … that there 

won’t be challenges I don’t 
anticipate.” 

-Superintendent Bob Hardis

“The last show that was in [the auditorium] was 
Rent. That was [my] freshman year.

-Senior Jasmine Howard

“We didn’t feel right spending taxpayer money 
overpaying on something we know ought to be 

several hundred thousand 
dollars less.”

-Superintendent Bob Hardis
school.

Future projects include 
construction on the pool 
as well as all of the outdoor 
athletic facilities between 
the high school and middle 
school. In particular, the 
athletic facilities project 
has formed a commit-
tee assessing the needs of 
the renovation. These are 
expected to be addressed 
over the next several years.
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Despite featuring one of 
Marvel’s smaller heroes, 
Ant-man is one of the big-
ger surprises of the sum-
mer, offering a rich blend 
of action and comedy that 
leaves audiences both 
laughing and amazed.

The protagonist of the 
film is Scott Lang (Paul 
Rudd), an ex-con seeking 
redemption for previous 
mistakes and hoping to 
rebuild his relationship 
with his daughter. After 
essentially being recruited 
by a former S.H.I.E.L.D 
member, he’s given the op-
portunity to become the 
“Ant-Man”, a hero with the 
power to shrink to insect-
size and control nearby 
bugs.

I’ll be the first to admit 
that my expectations for 

this film were originally 
very low. I can recall being 
skeptical about new heroes 
like Thor and the Guard-
ians of the Galaxy, but 
when I first heard about 
Ant-Man, the idea, to me, 
was laughable. I can’t em-
phasize enough how wrong 
I was.

 “Ant-Man” proved to be 
not only comical and rivet-
ing, but also heartwarming 
and relatable. Scott Lang 
is arguably Marvel’s most 
down-to-earth hero to-
date, rivaling characters 
like Spider-Man and even 
Captain America. Between 
making up for past wrong-
doings, trying to mend 
broken relationships, 
working to stop madman 
Darren Cross (Corey Stoll) 
and romantically pursu-
ing Hope Van Dyne (Evan-
geline Lilly), Ant-Man’s 
struggles, for the most 

part, are emotionally iden-
tifiable for most audience 
members.

This is particularly no-
ticeable in his relation-
ship with his daughter. 
Throughout the course of 
the movie, she is his pri-
mary motivation for both 
noble and questionable 
pursuits, demonstrating 
the all-too-familiar pas-
sion the common parent 
has for his or her child.  

 Standout performances 
include Paul Rudd as the 
titular character, Michael 
Douglas as Ant-Man men-
tor Dr. Hank Pym, and 
Evangeline Lilly as love in-
terest Hope Van Dyne. The 
chemistry between these 
individuals was fascinating 
to watch on screen, result-
ing in numerous laughs 
and intriguing character 
development. Especially 
memorable sequences in-

clude Scott Lang’s training 
scenes as well as the final 
battle between Ant-Man 
and Yellowjacket.

 
Action sequences es-

pecially stood out due to 
their both suspenseful, yet 
small-scale nature. Epic 
battles were often followed 
by brief zoom-outs to show 
how minimal all the dam-
age really was. One of the 
movie’s best fights actually 
takes place on a Thomas 
the Tank Engine railroad. 
The miniature nature of 
the fight scenes also added 
to the film’s comic aspect.

 Overall, Ant-Man’s plot 
was solid, delivering laughs 
without losing its aston-
ishing action sequences. 
It more than exceeds ex-
pectations and is a worthy 
addition to the Marvel Cin-
ematic Universe. I would 
easily give it an A-.

‘Ant-Man’ Offers a Rich Combination of Action and Comedy
By Bradford Douglas
Image Editor

Image from Marvel.com

A large number of BHS teachers retired last year due to a major change in Ohio’s retirement rules. If they hadn’t retired then, they would have lost 

retirement income. They will be missed. “You grow to appreciate what those folks bring to the table in terms of their institutional knowledge and experi-

ence,” said Superintendent Robert Hardis. At the same time, the incoming teachers will bring something new to the table for BHS students. “It’s always 

exciting to have new staff,” Hardis said. “You think about all the opportunities that lay ahead, and what they’re going to do for our students.”

COME ON DOWN! Meet Our New BHS Teachers!

Denise Billock
Algebra 2 and Honors Algebra 2

Jason Downey
Guidance Counselor

Valerie Parker
VOSE Coordinator/Intervention Specialist

Alexander Paulchell
Biology

Carrie Shapiro
English

Irit Slain
Hebrew

Layout by Raquel Wu and Clarissa Djohari
Photos by Bradford Douglas

Why did you decide to work at BHS?

How do you like to spend your time?

I enjoy working out, hiking and 
camping in my free time.

I wanted to work at Beachwood  
because of its strong academic record. 
In addition, I wanted a school that was 
smaller in nature.  I like to work closely 
with students and having fewer al-
lows me to dedicate quality time with 
students.

How long have you been teaching 
and where did you teach before? 
Where did you go to college and 
what did you study?

How long have you been teaching 
and where did you teach before? 

This will be my 11th year of teach-
ing.  All of my previous years were at 
Brush High School. 

Have you had any other jobs be-
fore teaching?

Before teaching I worked for four 
years as a technology consultant at 
Accenture.

What do you like to do with your 
family?

My family travels a great deal.  We 
also enjoy playing board games, 
watching movies, swimming, and 
playing with our dog, Spring.

Where did you go to college and 
what did you study?

I went to Indiana University for my 
undergraduate degrees. I studied 
English and communications. I 
earned my master’s of education at 
University of Illinois, Chicago.

How long have you been teaching 
and where did you teach before? 
Why did you decide to work at 
BHS? 

This will be my fourth year teach-
ing. I taught in Chicago Public 
Schools for the past three years. I 
am a Beachwood alumni. (class of 
‘03!). Returning to Beachwood as a 
teacher is an honor.

I earned my bachelor’s degree from 
Walsh University in special education, 
and my master’s degree from Walsh 
University in School Counseling.

What music do you enjoy?

Alternative and pop. 

How long have you been teaching 
and where did you teach before?

I have been teaching a total of 
15 years. My last job was a Middle 
school teacher at Gross Schechter 
Day School for 12 years.

What made you choose to teach 
Hebrew?

My native language is Hebrew and 
this makes sense to teach American 
children my language.

Describe your perfect getaway 
vacation.

I haven’t been on a “real” vacation 
in years and so my dream is to be on 
a beach in a warm climate and dig 
my feet in the sand all day long.

Opinion: Artistic Potential of Video Games Remains Untapped

Since the birth of the 
medium, many have debat-
ed the question of whether 
video games have the po-
tential to rise to the level of 
artistic significance. Roger 
Ebert famously weighed in 
on it in 2010 in an article 
titled “Video Games Can 
Never Be Art”.

Ebert maintained that 
video game designers are 
not “worthy of compari-
son with the great film-
makers, novelists, and 
poets.” While Ebert’s piece 
accurately depicts the me-
dium’s current shortcom-
ings, he fails to see that 
video games hold the same 

artistic potential as any 
other established medium. 
Furthermore, it is difficult 
to see any merit in Ebert’s 
statement, given his lack 
of experience with the me-
dium.

I believe that artistic po-
tential becomes apparent 
when a creation is driven 
by the human need for 
self-expression.

However, I recognize 
that most contemporary 
video games can not be 
viewed as genuine, because 
I consider many modern, 
big-budget, popular titles 
to be spawned not from 
the desire to share a feel-
ing or an idea, but rather, 
by the corporate need to 
make a profit. 

The commercial sell-out 
is apparent in games like 
Grand Theft Auto V (which 
has gone on to become the 
fourth best-selling game 
of all time). Whereas the 
series’ previous iterations 
have been successful sat-
ire of masculine fantasies 
in contemporary culture, 
GTA V appeals solely to the 
crowd that craves this con-
tent. As a result, it drops its 
potential to compel. While 
the franchise’s previous 
titles have taught me to be 
more critical of the media I 
consume, GTA V has done 
nothing of benefit for me 
-- or anyone.

The title also houses 
some pretty glaring issues, 
such as an obviously incon-

sistent story. Nevertheless, 
the game went onto receive 
rave reviews.When one re-
viewer gave it a favorable 
review but criticized the 
game’s unfavorable repre-
sentation of women, the 
reviewer received a flurry 
of unreadable comments 
with sexist insults. 

This is largely the reason 
why video games have yet 
to widely become art. It is 
because the most imma-
ture fans are the most vocal 
ones. Unfortunately, these 
fans have come to repre-
sent gaming as a whole. As 
a result, developers cater 
exclusively to these types 
by constantly producing 
unoriginal big budget ac-
tion games, because they 

are too afraid to branch out 
and make compelling and 
original content. This will 

repeat until enough people 
stop supporting them.

 Photo by Bradford Douglas

How long have you been teaching 
and where did you teach before? 

I was previously a student teacher 
for the entire academic year at St. 
Ignatius High School in Cleveland.

Describe your perfect getaway 
vacation.

I have always wanted to travel to 
Reykjavik, Iceland because I like it 
to be as cold as possible and I would 
love to see the Northern Lights. 

How do you like to spend your 
time?

Even though I’ve been in school for 
the better part of the last few years, 
I enjoy running in the Cuyahoga Val-
ley, playing intramurals like kickball 
and bowling, and finding as many 
free things to do in Cleveland as 
possible. 

By Alexander Robison
Arts & Life Editor

•	 Will	Cumpstone	will	move	
from	BMS	to	be	the	high	
school’s	physical	education	
teacher.

•	 Sarah	Thrasher	will	move	
from	Bryden	to	be	a	special	
education	teacher.

•	 Kim	Nowak	will	move	from	
Bryden	to	be	the	high	
school’s	health	teacher.	

•	 Darlene	Haight	will	move	
from	Bryden	to	be	the	high	
school’s	choir	teacher.	

•	 Veronica	Tripodo	will	change	
roles	at	the	high	school.

wrote. “Some of our proud-
est achievements have 
come in the sciences.”

Another cause of this 
may be the Department 
of Education placing over 
14,000 public schools un-
der Common Core instruc-
tion, which places STEM 
classes at the focal point 
of education, ahead of arts 
and humanities.

“Although I’m a math 
teacher, I’m a strong be-
liever in the arts, as they 
help to make a truly well-
rounded individual.” said 
Luce. 

“There is room for both 
STEM and art classes, and 
I do feel that the current 
push towards an incred-
ible amount of mandated 
state testing has been the 
major culprit in how many 
districts have moved away 
from an emphasis on 
these important classes,” 
he said. 

When these factors 
come together, students 
tend to gravitate towards 
STEM classes, which are 
held in higher esteem.

According to since-re-
tired University of Virginia 
Professor David W. Brene-
man in an article he wrote 
for Liberal Education, 
liberal arts colleges have 
continuously declined in 
number and status over 
the past 130 years—by a 

staggering 39%.
In fact, according to 

Arizona State University’s 
Project Humanities, this is 
not only a trend amongst 
colleges, it also has a di-
rect correlation with early 
education. Nearly 1.5 mil-
lion elementary students 
(six percent of all elemen-
tary students) receive early 
education without music, 
nearly 4 million (12%) are 
enrolled in schools without 
the visual arts, and almost 

100% of them, more than 
23 million, are educated 
without dance and theatre 
courses.

What do colleges think?
The debate continues on 

the collegiate level, as well. 
In an opinion article for 

the Washington Post, Deb-
orah Fitzgerald, professor 
of history and technology 
at the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology and 
dean of humanities, arts, 

and social sciences, wrote 
that arts and humanities 
are just as important as 
STEM classes.

Fitzgerald wrote that 
MIT dedicates 25% of its 
resources to arts and hu-
manities classes, despite 
being a technology-orient-
ed college.

“Some may be surprised, 
and, I hope, reassured, to 
learn that we at MIT view 
the humanities, arts and 
social sciences as essen-

tial,” she wrote. “Both for 
educating great engineers 
and scientists, and for sus-
taining our capacity for in-
novation.” 

In addition, Fitzgerald 
feels that the world’s prob-
lem are not contained to 
laboratories. 

“In [humanities and so-
cial science] classes, our 
students learn how in-
dividuals, organizations 
and nations act on their 
desires and concerns,” 

Fitzgerald wrote. “They 
gain historical and cultur-
al perspectives, and criti-
cal thinking skills that 
help them collaborate 
with people across the 
globe, as well as commu-
nication skills that enable 
them to listen, explain 
and inspire.”

Robert McCullough, di-
rector of undergraduate 
admission at Case Western 
Reserve University, agrees. 

“It is true that national 
interest in STEM fields is 
growing given the job mar-
ket and potential oppor-
tunities related to these 
areas,” McCullough wrote 
in an email. 

“However, many STEM-
related fields also require 
professionals who will 
be good communicators, 
creative problem solvers, 
and adept collaborators 
with people of different 
backgrounds, skill sets, 
and perspectives. Many of 
these skills can be devel-
oped in humanities and 
arts classes.”

“Besides,” McCullough 
continued, “there is some-
thing to be said for a life 
well-lived—and this in-
volves more than getting 
into college or having a 
good job. High school age 
students are still figur-
ing out what they like and 
where their strengths are, 
and so in my view it would 
be unfortunate to close 
doors prematurely.”

STEM emphasis 
continued from pg. 3

  At BHS, the department with the most students enrolled in AP courses is Social Studies. Graph by Dalia Zullig.

Changing Roles
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The first Republican de-
bate in the 2016 election 
cycle was held in Cleveland 
at Quicken Loans Arena on 
Aug. 6. This debate served 
as a reminder of some of 
the major problems that 
the party faces, including 
reactionary policies, abra-
sive candidates and a fail-
ure to appeal to younger 
voters.

The main debate, which 
began at 9:00 p.m. EST, 
featured candidates that 
exemplified these prob-
lems.

Businessman Donald 
Trump, the candidate 
who was remarkably lead-
ing in the polls going into 
it, opened the debate by 
claiming that he wouldn’t 
rule out an independent 
run if he didn’t like the Re-
publican nominee. He also 
audaciously said that the 
only reason anyone was 
discussing illegal immigra-
tion was due to his recent 
controversial comments 
about immigrants.

He came off as out of 
touch and selfish, often 
avoiding questions alto-
gether by giving vague, 
nondescript answers and 
claiming that he would 
make sure America would 
stop “losing” to Mexico 
and China. Sadly, he failed 
to specify how that would 
be accomplished.

Another candidate, New 
Jersey Gov. Chris Chris-
tie, was likened by TIME 
to a mob boss in a Jan. 
2013 cover due to his ap-
pearance, demeanor and 
his actions. In the article, 
Michael Crowley discussed 
Christie’s reputation for 
“picking fights with Re-
publicans” such as House 
Majority Leader John 
Boehner (R-OH).  

Christie’s alleged in-
volvement in the 2013 
Fort Lee Bridge scandal 
doesn’t help his reputa-
tion either. He allegedly 
ordered traffic jams to get 
back at the mayor of Fort 
Lee for not endorsing him.

Christie also failed to in-
crease his likability, mak-
ing a slightly exaggerated 
claim that he was appoint-
ed a federal prosecutor 
the day before 9/11, when 
in actuality, he wasn’t. 
He was actually officially 
appointed in the early 
months of 2002, according 
to The Washington Post. 

In perhaps the most 
inadvertently funny mo-
ment of the night, Wis-
consin Gov. Scott Walker, 
one of the main enemies 
of unions all over the coun-
try, said “I’m certainly an 
imperfect man, and it’s 
only by the blood of Jesus 
Christ that I’ve been re-
deemed from my sins,” an 
assertion that sounds so 
ridiculous and self-righ-
teous that one might al-
most question his mental 
capacity.

Saying something like 
this actually might help 
Walker actually gain fol-
lowers among conserva-
tives, however. One can 
look at former president 
George W. Bush, who, in a 
2000 Republican Debate, 
said his favorite politi-
cal philosopher was Jesus 
Christ. He proceeded to 
win the Republican nomi-
nation, and subsequently, 
the presidency.

Candidates like this do 
not exactly inspire con-
fidence and belief from 
voters in the 18-29 range, 
whom, according to an ar-
ticle by The Washington 
Post, are more liberal than 
prior generations, with a 
majority believing in gay 
marriage, a bigger govern-
ment, the right to abor-
tion in almost all cases and 
the rights of illegal immi-
grants.

These voters drove 
Barack Obama to victory 
in both the 2008 and 2012 
elections, with a 34% ad-
vantage in the former, and 
a 24% advantage in the 
latter. Viewed by many as 
decisive in close elections, 
the young vote has played 
a pivotal role in both of 
these contests.

A glance at the recent 
midterm elections, which 
have been notorious for a 
lack of participation from 
younger generations and 
Americans as a whole, sup-
ports this assertion. Re-
publican successes in the 
2010 election, gaining con-
trol of the House of Repre-
sentatives, and the 2014 
election, gaining control 
of the Senate, can possibly 
be attributed to the overall 
lack of young voter turn-
out.

With candidates like 
these, the Republican Par-
ty has already shot itself 
in the foot when it comes 
to young voters. GOP lead-
ers are looking for some-
one who clearly represents 

their views… someone 
other than Trump. They 
are looking for someone 
who is likeable and doesn’t 
lie... not Christie. Being 
perhaps the least religious 
generation in the country, 
they also are not looking 
for someone who makes 
outlandish claims based 
upon religion, like Walker.

“I usually lean towards 
a more liberal view [any-
way], and some of the 
things Donald Trump said, 
I just really didn’t agree 
with him at all.” Junior 
Sam Luria said.

Another position that 
young voters had an issue 
with was the staunch an-
ti-immigration attitudes 
pursued by the candidates. 
Some of the candidates go 
even further beyond want-
ing to stop legal immigra-
tion, such as Walker, who 
wants a system of legal im-
migration that, in his own 
words, is focused on “pro-
tecting American work-
ers and American wages”, 
which might entail a po-
tential curb on legal immi-
gration.

“I don’t think it’s fair to 
the people that get their 
papers and pay their fees 
to get into the country.” 
Luria said.

These candidates also 
have not pursued policies 
that would work on closing 
the growing wealth gap in 
this country, lowering the 
cost of a college education 
and easing the transition 
into post-college life, all of 
which are huge concerns 
among millennials.

This is in contrast to the 
two leading Democratic 
candidates: U.S. Senator 
Bernie Sanders (I-VT) and 
former Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton, who have 
both taken more populist 
stances on these issues, 
thus appealing to young 
people.

Perhaps the only mem-
ber of the debate who 
struck somewhat of a 
chord with the younger 
generation was Ohio Gov. 
John Kasich, who barely 
got into the debate as it 
was, but almost certainly 
left with an increased fol-
lowing.

 His answer to a question 
which asked him whether 
he would love his daugh-
ter if she were gay, despite 
his opposition to gay mar-
riage, drew applause from 
the crowd. In his response, 
he again reaffirmed his be-

lief in traditional marriage, 
but said he would love his 
family no matter their sex-
ual orientation, and stated 
that there is no point in 
trying to fight the Supreme 
Court decision that recent-
ly legalized gay marriage all 
over the country. He also 
recalled his experience of 
attending a gay wedding of 
one of his friends.

“While I don’t like the 
fact that he is anti-gay 
marriage and pro-life, I 
don’t think he could have 
answered the question any 

By Alex Cala
Opinion Editor

First Republican Debate Further Alienates Young Voters
better when he said if his 
daughter was gay, he would 
still love her the same way 
and accept the fact that she 
was gay,” Luria said.

 This is in contrast to the 
vehemently anti-gay mar-
riage attitudes of the other 
Republican candidates.

Another thing that 
warmed Kasich to younger 
voters was his assertion 
that it was the right thing 
to take Medicare expan-
sion funds for Ohio, be-
cause it helped the poor in 
his home state get medical 

care at a reduced cost.
These assertions fits 

in well with the views of 
most younger voters, who 
favor a bigger government 
and a more active role in 
the fight against poverty, 
due to their status as the 
poorest generation that 
the country has seen in 25 
years.

Kasich was deemed one 
of the winners of the de-
bate in a Cleveland.com 
article, along with former 
neurosurgeon Dr. Ben Car-
son.

 Republicans cluck their way through the debate. Cartoon by Jessica Tall.

New Superintendent Brings a 
New Chapter For Beachwood
By Beachcomber Staff

Dr. Richard Markwardt, 
an 11-year veteran of the 
district, stepped down 
from the superintendency 
in June. Succeeding him 
is six-year BHS principal 
and, more recently, three-
year asst. superintendent 
Bob Hardis. 

Markwardt made the 
trek each morning from 
Geauga County. Nonethe-
less, he was ultimately 
able to connect with mem-
bers of the Beachwood 
community as if he shared 
a zip code with them. 

So, is all that much 
changing? 

Hardis and his wife are 
Beachwood residents. 
Their children are enrolled 
in the district. He drives 
the same streets, dines 
at the same restaurants, 
and is represented by the 
same city councilmen, as 
district students and par-
ents. 

That sort of familiarity 
is, in a sense, comforting. 
He knows the community 
so well, because he’s a 
member of it, and has been 
for years. 

He has a vested inter-
est in the schools: a major 
decision will likely impact 
his flesh and blood in the 
same manner as nearly any 
other student. 

Consequently, we don’t 
anticipate him taking his 
responsibilities lightly. 

Hardis has more than 
proved his competence as 
both a leader and educator. 
During his tenure as BHS 
principal, he was largely 
known for being approach-
able and interactive with 
students. 

In addition, as assistant 
superintendent, he served 
as both a sounding board 
to Markwardt and a key 
partner in decision-mak-
ing. 

He helped the district 

navigate its way through 
the recent $35.6 million 
BHS renovation, as well as 
a host of other endeavors. 

Hardis is looking to ad-
vance his own education, as 
he is enrolled in the Doctor 
of Management Program 
at Case Western Reserve 
University’s Weatherhead 
School of Management.

Such a degree will prove 
useful, particularly given 
the substantial initiatives 
on his agenda. Namely, 
the district is undertaking 
a school security partner-
ship with the Beachwood 
Police Department, con-
sidering a consolidation of 
the district’s two elemen-
tary schools, and strug-
gling with a delayed BHS 
auditorium renovation 
project. 

Overall, members of the 
community can expect 
much of the same from 
Hardis’ tenure. And that 
may not be a bad thing. 

When Bison fans watch 
our athletic teams play, we 
tend to worry about points 
on the field, not points in 
the classroom.

However, a student ath-
lete who is unable to com-
pete because of academic 
eligibility can make a huge 
difference in the outcome 
of a game.

A new eligibility sys-
tem was approved by the 
Beachwood Board of Edu-
cation on Monday, Aug. 
10, limiting the academic 
probation period for stu-
dent athletes from four 
weeks to two. This change 
is designed to prevent ath-

letes from quitting their 
respective sports after be-
ing ruled ineligible. 

Athletic Director Ryan 
Peters wants to keep stu-
dents motivated in both 
academics and athletics.

“I want kids to know 
that it’s important to be a 
student before an athlete, 
not the reverse,” he said.

“When I first arrived 
here, I thought our stan-
dards were low, and I saw 
an opportunity to improve 
expectations,” Peters said. 

At the time, the school 
enforced the minimum 
Ohio High School Ath-
letic Association academic 
rules, requiring students 
to maintain passing grades 
in five one-credit courses. 

“These [expectations] 
are low, and our standards 
in Beachwood are higher,” 
Peters said.

In the 2013-2014 school 
year, the district imple-
mented higher eligibility 
standards for student ath-
letes, requiring athletes 
to maintain a 2.0 GPA or 
higher and earn above an 
“F” in every course. 

Two school years after 
raising the standards, the 
school is updating the pol-
icy.

Previously, student ath-
letes failing to meet eligi-
bility requirements were 
obligated to serve a four-
week waiting period before 
playing again. 

But Peters felt that four 

weeks was excessive. 
“The four-week period 

for students to regain eli-
gibility is a long time,” he 
said. “So, we are trying to 
implement a two-week 
‘academic probation’ pe-
riod, in which a student 
who fails to meet his or her 
academic goals [during the 
probationary period] will 
be pulled off of his or her 
team.”

The change in policy 
reads as follows:

“Students on academic 
probation will be ineligible 
to participate in interscho-
lastic competitions for at 
least the first fourteen cal-
endar days of the quarterly 
grading period. Student on 
academic probation will 

have the opportunity to 
resume participating in in-
terscholastic competitions 
after the first fourteen cal-
endar days of the grading 
period if they maintain the 
rest of the eligibility stan-
dard.”

Some may argue that the 
new policy gives student 
athletes leeway to priori-
tize sports above school. 
Peters disagrees. 

“I feel that it will give 
[coaches and administra-
tors the opportunity] to 
keep kids engaged more, 
as opposed to [allowing 
unmotivated students to 
give up by] just saying, ‘I’m 
out,’” he said.

The responsibility to 
keep athletes eligible is a 

collaborative effort among 
students, teachers, coach-
es, parents and adminis-
tration. 

The level of commitment 
to a student-athlete’s aca-
demics is one staple that 
determines whether Peters 
feels a coach is a good fit 
for the district. 

“Coaches can go on In-
finite Campus and check 
grades,” he said. “They will 
receive a weekly eligibility 
report for their teams that 
lists all the kids’ grades; I 
review it every week.”

Some coaches require 
players to attend study ta-
bles. Students will go in be-
fore and after practice un-
der the coach’s supervision 
to make sure their work is 
accomplished.  

Students are also en-
couraged to attend Acad-
emy Period daily and to 
work closely with their 
guidance counselors.

Peters feels these meth-
ods have been helpful, but 
finds it frustrating that 
some students are still un-
motivated.

This apathy toward aca-
demics affected the 2013 
Bison football team, which 
lost numerous starters 
for their OHSAA Divi-
sion V state playoff game 
against Gilmour Academy. 
The vulnerable Bison were 
trounced by the Lancers of 
Gilmour, 57-14. 

With the new eligibility 
policy, Peters is attempting 
to avoid a similar problem. 

Soccer starter Cameron 
Krantz fears that eligibil-
ity could affect this year’s 
team, as a key player is cur-
rently failing to meet the 
academic policy. 

“[He] did start on the 
varsity team last season, 
so his absence is causing 
a lot of guys to shift over 
and play different roles,” 
Krantz said. 

Peters hopes this change 
in the rules will help to 
improve both grades and 
team performance.

“My goal this year is zero 
ineligible athletes,” he said.

By Ryan Marmaros and 
Philip Schnee
Sports Editors

Board of Education Approves Modified Eligibility Rules

 Student athletes who do not meet eligibility requirements will now have two weeks to bring up their grades. Pictured above: the BHS football team during last 
year’s game against Orange. Photo by Bradford Douglas.

Damion Creel Returns

Damion Creel is a 1994 
graduate of BHS. Dur-
ing his high school career, 
Creel excelled at multiple 
sports including baseball, 
basketball and football. 
Creel even earned 1st team 
all-Ohioan honors in base-
ball and football. Today, he 
remains the sole Beach-
wood athlete to earn 1st 
team all-Ohio honors in 
multiple sports. 

After high school, Creel 
attended Hiram College. 
He continued to play base-
ball and football for the 
Terriers of Hiram while 
earning his bachelor’s de-
gree in education. Creel 
wrapped up his collegiate 
career by earning the Mo-
ses Fleetwood Walker 
award. This award is pre-
sented to a Hiram athlete 
who has achieved remark-
able success in athletics. 

Creel has also spent pe-
riods of coaching at Bed-

By Raquel Wu and Ryan 
Marmaros

ford, Cleveland Heights, 
Richmond Heights and St. 
Edward before returning 
to his high school alma 
mater. 

*    *    *

Where did you work pre-
viously?

The last six years I spent 
at Glenville High School in 
Cleveland, which is a na-
tionally ranked team and 
is well known around the 
city. I was an offensive co-
ordinator there.

What are your thoughts 
of working at your alma 
mater? I heard you were 
a graduate from here. 

It is true, I feel great 
about it. I’m comfortable, 
and I consider it a blessing 
to be able to come back to 
the school where I played, 
and to be able to teach 
these young men… the 
things I learned here.

How is the team looking 
this year?

This weekend is going to 
be a big test for us. ... So 
we’ll know where we stand 
after Saturday. The team 
is looking pretty good. The 
kids are working hard. 

So what are the 
strengths of this year’s 
team?

I think our biggest 
strength is our offen-
sive line. And I think our 
strength is also that the 
kids are playing together, 
playing as one. 

We also have some 
skilled players that are 
pretty good that will be 
able to make plays when 
the opportunity is pre-
sented. 

How about their weak-
nesses?

Being young… We have 
a lot of first year players 
and young players. And 

the number of players we 
have…  we only have about 
35 players. So, we don’t 
have that much depth... so 
that will be a weakness.

How do you motivate 
your players?

Our biggest thing as 
coaches is trying to build 
a relationship with the 
kids... to provide a sense 
of togetherness so the 
kids are willing to fight 
for me and the rest of the 
coaching staff because the 
relationship piece is so im-
portant. And it’s not about 
just football; it’s about 
their life. We’re in the kids’ 
lives... The biggest thing 
in building a relationship 
-- once you build a positive 
relationship with a kid, 
they’ll be willing to do any-
thing you’re needing them 
to do.  “I consider it a blessing to be able to come back to the school 

where I played, and to be able to teach these young men the 
things I learned here.,” Creel said.  Photo by Bradford Douglas.

After a storied athletic career in high school and college, Beachwood’s new football 
coach went on to stints at several schools before serving as Glenville’s offensive coordi-
nator for the past six years. Now he returns to coach his old high school team.
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In this issue, The Beachcomber profiles four students we found in the hallway during the week before school started.

Reporting and photos by Jing-Jing Shen.

Welcome Back BHS Students 

Nikita Volosov
Sophomore

Josh Bialosky
Junior

What are you most looking forward to this year?

[I am most looking forward to] getting my license. 

What was the best part of your summer and why?
[The best part of my summer was] hanging out with friends.

What is your pet peeve?
[My pet peeve is] when people can’t be themselves––when 

they act fake. 

Where do you see yourself in 15 years (job, lifestyle)?

I see myself in LA, or New York City as a fashion designer.   

What are you most looking forward to this year?
I’m looking forward to the new season with the new coaching 

staff with the new offense and the new defense. I think it will give 
us a better chance.

What is your pet peeve?
[My pet peeve is] when people don’t listen...to constructive 

criticism. 

What was the best part of your summer and why?
The best part of my summer vacation was going to work out with 

the football team, getting to know my teammates, and then after that, 
going and playing baseball with my friends from all over the state. 

If you invented a new ice cream flavor, what would it be?
Macaroni and cheese.

Alexis Bentley
Sophomore

What are you most looking forward to this year?
[I am most looking forward to playing] basketball.

If you could invent anything to improve the world...
what would you invent and why?

[I would invent a] giant pancake maker.

What was the best part of your summer and why?
[The best part of my summer was going to] Cedar Point, be-

cause I love the rides. [The best ride is] probably the Maverick.

If you had to be a fruit in a food fight, which would you 
choose and why?

[I would be] kiwi...because it’s green.

Lin-ye Kaye
Senior

What are you most looking forward to this year?
[I am most looking forward to] graduating.

What was the funniest thing that happened this summer?
[The funniest thing that happened to me over the summer 

was when] I lost all of my computer data. I tried downloading Win-
dows 10 and it shut down halfway through and I lost everything...I 
did get a new laptop though. 

Where do you see yourself in 15 years?
Marrying rich.

If you invented a new ice cream flavor, what would it 
be?

[I would invent] Bacon [flavored ice cream]? That actually 
sounds disgusting, but I feel like people would try it. Like, choco-
late bacon swirl. 


