
AP Spanish Literature and Culture Summer Work 
The AP Spanish Literature and Culture Exam is a 3-4 hour-long knowledge and skill based exam that 
reflects information from over 700 years of Peninsular and Latin American Spanish language, literary 
works and history.   
 
This course covers the major movements in Peninsular Literature from the Medieval Period through the 
latest literary trends.  This course will also present these major movements as they relate to Latin American 
literature.  We will read the works chronologically as to enable you to see the progression of the language and 
literary works from their onset until today.   We will also compare the works based on theme, a task that will 
be done in preparation for the exam at the end of the year. 
  
The literary works are taught not as an end in themselves, but as a cultural and historical construct from 
which we can glean many aspects of Spanish and Latin American cultures—from simple customs to basic 
values presented in costumbrista-like works, to ideological and philosophical structures.  The goal of the course 
is to provide students the tools of analysis in order to extract this vital information from a given text. 
 
The course has five general objectives:  
(1) Learn the major literary movements, writers, trends, and ideas that have shaped Spanish and Latin 

American peoples;  
(2) Learn modern literary theory and its application in literary analysis;  
(3) Learn the terminology used to engage in discussions about literary criticism;  
(4) Think critically and logically while speaking about and comparing familiar and unfamiliar works;  
(5) Practice speaking and writing in Spanish.  

 
Enclosed you will find the scheduled assignments for the Summer of 2016 that will introduce you to a 

few works while improving all of the skills mentioned above.  All completed assignments will receive credit and 
they must be turned in the first day of school.  

 
1.  <<Lazarillo de Tormes>> (Prológo, Tratados 1, 2, 3, 7) por Anónimo 

a. Read the selected sections 
b. Answer the questions 

 
 



2. <<San Manuel Bueno, Martír>> por Miguel Unamuno 
a. Read the story 
b. Answer the questions 

 
3. Temas de AP-L 

a. In a 1- 1 ½ page typed paper (double-spaced, 12 font, 1 ½ inch margins)  
in Spanish, describe the AP themes and how you relate to them, what comes to 
mind, other works that you have read that share similar themes, etc.  

   
4. Write 1-1 ½ pages each week in a journal about what you read for this class.  You 

may also write about the events in your life , but you must reflect upoon that which 
you read.  You may also propose questions about the readings along with comments. 
 

¡Buena suerte que te diviertas! 
¡Espero un año fantástico y que constituya un desafío! 

 

 


