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Natasha’s Goslings Meet a Tragic End

On May 26, BHS stu-
dents returned from the 
long weekend to find six 
fluffy green-gray baby 
birds waddling about in 
the courtyard. These were 
the proud offspring of the 
Canada goose whom stu-
dents have come to know 
as Natasha.

This is the second con-
secutive year  Nata-sha 
has nested in the court-
yard, seeking the benefits 
of shelter, food and pond 
water. Similarly, two mal-
lards settled down in the 
1990’s.

This is probably the 
same goose who ap-
peared last year.

“If Natasha were 
tagged, we would know 
for sure,” science teacher 
Joe Burwell wrote in an 
email.

“The adults leave pe-
riodically to forage, but 
the young have to eat 
what they can find—
grass, algae, seeds,” Bur-
well wrote. “There is no 
danger of predators such 
as coyotes or hawks. Last 
year, there were five baby 
geese.”

According to WKYC, 
Ohio’s Canada geese 
population has been 
steadily increasing. In 
fact, this number has 
doubled over the past 
two decades, reaching 
a height of 130,000 this 
year and it is expected 
to keep growing at even 
a faster rate. The abun-
dance of water and grass 
as well as the lack of nat-
ural predators make ide-
al conditions for geese, 

After more than a de-
cade holding the reins 
of the Beachwood City 
Schools, Superintendent 
Dr. Richard Markwardt 
is stepping down from 
his post this month. 

Asst. Superintendent 
Robert Hardis has been 
named Markwardt’s suc-
cessor, and will assume 
the role on Jun. 15. 

“I think he’s been an 
excellent superinten-
dent,” Beachwood Board 

of Education President 
Mitchel Luxenburg said.

Markwardt, who has 
been with the district 
since 2004, has long 
been public about his an-
ticipated date of depar-
ture, which was formally 
announced to the com-
munity in Aug. 2014. 

In April 2013, he told 
The Beachcomber he 
anticipated being “ready 
for something different” 
upon the conclusion of 
the 2014-15 school year. 

That sentiment proved 
true, as, later this sum-
mer, Markwardt will 

once again be back in the 
saddle, serving as super-
intendent of the West 
Geauga Local Schools, 
in his home county of 
Geauga. 

“[He was] the right su-
perintendent at the right 
time,” Luxenburg said, 
noting that Markwardt 
improved district financ-
es and placed academics 
on an “upward trajec-
tory.” 

“We have been able to 
control spending while 
we expanded services for 
kids,” Markwardt said, 
attributing much of the 

district’s financial health 
to Michele Mills, District 
Treasurer and Director 
of Finance. 

“We have a very, very 
healthy fund balance 
now,” Markwardt said. 
“When I came here, we 
were … at half a million 
[dollars]. That’s next to 
nothing in [a] budget.” 

He explained that the 
fund balance currently 
sits “well above” $20 
million. 

Fiscal responsibility is 
not all Markwardt takes 
pride in. 

“I think what I’m re-
ally proud of is our … 
academic performance,” 
Markwardt said. 

“Beachwood was 
struggling in certain ar-
eas when I started,” he 
said. 

“I was very surprised 
when, [my first year in 
the district], we didn’t 
even achieve the level of 
proficiency in fifth grade 
math, … which means 
that we didn’t have 
enough kids passing fifth 
grade math to even score 

Dr. Markwardt Retires After 11 Years in District

By Grant Gravagna
News Editor

On the morning of June 1, science teacher Joe Burwell and intervention specialist Mark 
Gray removed the surviving gosling from the courtyard. It happily followed Natasha 
away. Photo by Bradford Douglas

some of which have 
stopped migrating out of 
Ohio.

Soon after the goose 
settled down with her 
babies, signs were put up 
to prevent students from 
tapping on the glass.

“[I am] not sure who 
put up the signs, but the 
instruction to not tap is 
appropriate,” Burwell 
wrote. “Ohio law prohibits 
the harassment of wildlife, 
including Canada geese, a 
species that, while many 
consider them pests, 
enjoys protected status.”

In a sad turn of events, 
just one week later, stu-
dents came back to find 
Natasha and her gos-
lings gone.

Burwell was planning 
to move the baby geese 
out of the courtyard this 
Monday or Tuesday after 

school. His prediction 
was that the goslings 
would walk around the 
school and settle down 
next to the pond by the 
pool, which contains 
greater resources in 
terms of food and water.

However, due to 
unknown causes, five of the 
six baby goslings perished. 
Burwell explained that the 
cause of death may have 
been the rain or the lack 
of sufficient food in the 
courtyard.

“I can’t believe they 
died,” said sophomore 
Alex Remer. “They were so 
cute and fun to watch.”

“Yeah, it’s sad that they 
died,” agreed freshman 
Jacqueline Joo. “I was 
looking forward to watch-
ing them grow.

On the morning of 
June 1st, Burwell and 

intervention specialist 
Mark Gray removed the 
surviving gosling from 
the courtyard. It happily 
followed Natasha away.

“They’re just fascin-
ating to watch up close,” 
Burwell wrote.

Despite the tragic 
end of five of Natasha’s 
goslings, there is hope 
for a new nest of baby 
goslings to settle down in 
the courtyard next year 
with their mother.

“I think is is likely [that 
Natasha will settle down 
in the courtyard again],” 
Burwell agreed. “Their 
programming is pretty 
simple: they imprint on 
places, and many geese 
never even travel or migrate 
far away throughout the 
year. As long as they find 
open water, they can 
survive year around.”

By Jinle Zhu
Staff Writer

Superintendent Dr. Richard Markwardt addresses the community at the BHS 
rededication ceremony in Sept. 2013. Photo from Beachcomber archives.

Continued on Pg. 2
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Earlier in the month 
of May it was announced 
that Bison head football 
coach, Mike Gibbons, 
had accepted the head-
coaching job at Highland 
High School. 

He shares previous 
connections with High-
land, serving as their 
defensive coordinator 
from 2007-2009.  Pre-
vious Highland coach, 
Gibbons’ brother-in-

By Ryan Marmaros
Staff Writer

Football Coach Mike Gibbons Accepts Job at Highland

“I am very thankful for having the opportunity to work at 
Beachwood,” Gibbons said.
Image from Beachcomber Archives

law, Tom Lombardo, is 
moving on to become 
the next head coach at 
St. Edward High School. 
Bison receivers coach 
Jordan Gribble will join 
Gibbons at Highland. 

Gibbons led the 2013 
Bison squad to the Divi-
sion V state playoffs, the 
first Beachwood team to 
do so since 1989. Fol-
lowing up on that his-
toric feat, Gibbons also 
became the first coach to 
lead the Bison to consec-
utive playoff appearanc-

es, once they qualified in 
the 2014 campaign. 

In those two seasons, 
the program collected 
two Chagrin Valley Con-
ference championships, 
in which they defeated 
Cuyahoga Heights High 
School in dramatic fash-
ion both years to clinch 
the titles. 

He compiled an 11-11 
record during his Beach-
wood career. 

In an email, Gibbons 
reflected on his time at 
Beachwood. 

“I enjoyed my time,” 
he wrote, citing rela-
tionships he formed 
with players. “I am very 
thankful for having the 
opportunity to work at 
Beachwood.” 

Athletic Director 
Ryan Peters acknowl-
edged Gibbons’ ability 
to change the image of 
Beachwood football. 

“People believe that 
we can win. He made 
big strides from a mental 
and physical aspect,” Pe-
ters said. 

“This move was sim-
ply in the best interest 

moving forward in my 
career,” Gibbons wrote. 
“It is an amazing oppor-
tunity and I could not 
pass it up.” 

According to cleve-
land.com, Gibbons de-
scribed his journey in 
the following: “You get 
thrown into the water, 
and you’ve got to find out 
if you can sink or swim. 
That’s what I wanted to 
see in myself as a coach.”

Peters commented 
about the nature of 
coaches moving on. 

“Beachwood offers 
a lot for coaches and 
teachers,” he said. 

 “The most important 
thing for my coaching 
staff is for them to be 
happy. Obviously, there 
was something Mike 
needed more, … prompt-
ing him to look at an-
other location,” he said, 
adding that he wishes 
Gibbons well. 

Junior and four-year-
letterman to-be Bennett 
Woomer discussed the 
impact Gibbons had on 
him during his tenure at 
Beachwood. 

 “Gibbons was able to 
give me a better work 
ethic and taught me how 
to work through bad or 
uncomfortable situa-
tions,” he said. 

“Gibbons was able to 
give us a mental edge, 
in the sense that we felt 
home amidst these situa-
tions, and we used this to 
our advantage.”

Woomer said he feels 
nothing could have been 
done to retain Gibbons.

“There is no way we 
could have taken the 
steps to keep [him].” 

“Nothing could stop 
Gibbons from leaving 
because he was offered 
a job at a better pro-
gram that is favorable 
to Beachwood in all as-
pects, such as athletic 
facilities, player commit-
ment and relationship 
with the community,” 
Woomer said. 

In an interview with 
The Medina-Gazette, 
Gibbons acknowledged 
this communal tight-
ness and dedication that 
Woomer speaks of.

 “I was [at Highland] 

for three years five years 
ago, and I saw the com-
munity and the players 
and everything and how 
tight the community was 
and how hard the play-
ers work. That makes 
you want to come back 
here and coach at a place 
like this — because the 
players and the commu-
nity are so strong.”

Highland plans to un-
veil a $9 million stadium 
for the upcoming season.

Peters said the search 
is on for a new coach. 

“Interviews have been 
going on,” he said. He 
added that 70 candi-
dates have applied for 
the position, including 
former head coaches and 
state champions. 

“We are looking for 
someone who can con-
nect with our kids and 
take our program to the 
next level,” Peters said. 

Regardless of the se-
lected individual’s iden-
tity, the next coach will 
be Beachwood’s third in 
four years.

‘proficient’ as a district,” 
Markwardt said. 

“[For many years,] 
we were well behind 
the pack,” he said. “And 
we’re not any more. 
We’re at the front of the 
pack.” Markwardt noted 
that in recent years, the 
district has been consis-
tently ranked as one of 
the highest-performing 
in the region. 

He said the district 
was able to determine 
what was needed to best 
align instruction with 
the state curriculum. 

Over the years, Mark-
wardt has also worked 
closely with faculty. 

“I think that he makes 
it a point to understand 
our point-of-view and 
our narrative,” said Evan 
Luzar, BHS English 
teacher and President of 
the Beachwood Federa-
tion of Teachers. 

“We might not [always 
agree,] but I know that 
he’s heard our point-of-
view,” he said. 

While parting ways 
may be difficult, the 
transition is anticipated 
to be a smooth one. 

“No one could be bet-
ter positioned to lead 

our district than Mr. 
Hardis,” Luzar said. “I 
look forward to continu-
ing to work with him in 
the future.” 

Markwardt said that, 
in recent months, he has 
delegated more respon-
sibility to Hardis, in an-
ticipation of the transi-
tion. 

While he said he still 
personally handles many 
day-to-day operational 
matters, he has encour-
aged Hardis to take a 
greater role in long-term 
planning. 

Markwardt has kept 
Board members in the 
loop with his post-
Beachwood plans, Lux-
enburg said. “We always 
knew that he was going 
to go on to some place 
else.” 

The Aug. 2014 an-
nouncement was made 
in part, Luxenburg ex-
plained, to assure stu-
dents and parents that 

the district was prepared 
for the shift in power. 

“[We didn’t want peo-
ple to think it was] an 
uncomfortable situation 
for us,” said Luxenburg, 
who has served on the 
Board since 2010. 

 “We’re sad to see him 
go,” he said, but noted 
that Markwardt will be a 
“great fit” at West Geau-
ga. 

Luxenburg praised 
Markwardt for his bal-
anced decision making. 

“He may form an ini-
tial opinion on some-
thing, but he always 
waited to form his final 
judgement until he had 
the opportunity to in-

vestigate all the facts,” 
he said. “[It’s a] quality 
most people don’t pos-
sess.”

“I make my decisions 
[based on] what I think 
is right, not what I think 
is popular,” Markwardt 
said. 

Luxenburg said he 
feels there is nothing 
Markwardt should have 
done differently over his 
tenure. 

Markwardt, retro-
spectively, admitted 
some errors in judge-
ment, such as the previ-
ous outsourcing of stu-
dent transportation to 

a private company. The 
outsourcing caused bus 
delays and other issues, 
inconveniencing stu-
dents and parents. 

“It was a mess,” he 

said. “It turned out not 
to be a good decision.” 

However, he said he 
feels the district’s trans-
portation department 
is now in “much better 
shape” than it was upon 
his start in Beachwood. 

“[He wasn’t afraid to 
say] ‘We got it wrong 
and need to fix it,’” Lux-
enburg said. 

Junior Henry Grasso, 
who has been enrolled in 
the district since he was 
in the first grade, said 
he generally approves 
of Markwardt’s perfor-
mance. Markwardt has 
served as superinten-

dent for the entirety of 
Grasso’s education in 
Beachwood, thus far. 

“I think he has been 
an effective leader of the 
school district,” Grasso 

said. 
However, Grasso was 

critical of Markwardt’s 
handling of the BHS ren-
ovation, explaining that 
he felt the auditorium 
project should have been 
completed simultane-
ously with the rest of the 
building. 

Markwardt explained 
that one of the greatest 
struggles he dealt with 
during his tenure was 
the “pervasive sense of 
pessimism” he said he 
found upon his arrival. 

“When I first came 
here, there were a lot of 
people who believed that 
this district had seen its 
best days,” he said, add-
ing that these concerns 
were related to district 
finances, academics and 
other areas. 

“There was just a sense 
of pessimism in the com-
munity and the schools 
that I found … very, very 
difficult to deal with.” 

“I had to confront it, at 
times,” Markwardt said. 
“Mostly, I just had to 
prove to them that they 
were wrong.” 

“And, ten years later, 
we’ve done it.” 

Markwardt Continued From Pg. 1

“I make my decisions 
[based on] what I think is 
right, not what I think is 

popular,” Markwardt said.

Markwardt noted that in 
recent years, the district has 
been consistently ranked as 
one of the highest-perform-

ing in the region.

Three DI Teams Compete at Global Finals in Knoxville, TN
By Kyra Cone
Staff Writer

    Three Destination 
Imagination (DI) 
teams competed at 
the Global Finals in 
Knoxville, TN on May 
20-23.
     Sophomores An-
drew Feldman, Julia 
Warner, Amanda 
Wasserman and Allie 
Rosen made up The 
Flaming Marshmal-
lowzzzz, placing 33rd  
out of 73 teams. 
     The Five Carbon 
Sugars, composed of 
freshmen Jinle Zhu, 
Samantha Zawatsky, 
Asha Gaines-Smith, 
Angela Wang and Me-

gan Opre ranked 30th 
out of 59 teams. 
      Lastly, Da Happy 
Group made up of 
Hilltop fifth graders 
Sameer Shah, Sam 
Warner, Irene Yang, 
Tory Yang, Bowen 
Zhang and Zilin Zhang 
placed 7th out of 77 
teams. 
      Zhu was very 
impressed by the fifth 
graders’ event.
      “I saw their perfor-
mance and it was really 
good, especially for 
elementary,” she said. 
“It was improv, and 
they didn’t know their 
prompt ahead of time, 
but their lines came 
quickly as if they had 
prepared. It was also 

very humorous.”
      Previously, three of 
the district’s DI teams 
placed at the state 
tournament in Mt. 
Vernon, Ohio on April 
11. Hilltop’s team won 
first place, while two of 
the BHS teams came in 
third.  
    In DI events, stu-
dents are tasked with 
performing various 
challenges ranging 
from a technical chal-
lenge, building a robot, 
to an art challenge, 
performing a skit, all 
the way to a “project 
outreach challenge” 
where the teams per-
form an act of charity 
work for the commu-
nity.

      According to DI 
adviser and Hilltop 
Elementary teacher 
Shelley Lewis, teams 
from approximately 45 
states and 12 countries 
attended the global 
tournament. 
“It’s a lot of fun,” War-
ner said. “Two of the 
main focuses of DI are 
creativity and team-
work, so a lot of it is 
actually getting to have 
fun and create new 
things with your team.” 
     “I am very proud of 
the team as a whole,” 
sophomore Andrew 
Feldman said after the 
district tournament. 
“[We] have been victo-
rious.”

“Da Happy Group,” composed of Hilltop fifth grad-
ers, placed 7th out of 77 teams. Photo courtesy of 
Shelley Lewis.
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Class of 2015 College Destinations
This list is based on information students provided to the guidance office by June 1.

Adelstein, Danielle Elizabeth
Albaugh, Justin 
Alix, Matthew 
Alvarez, Maria Vera
Balazs, Max Joseph
Baskerville, Jada Monet
Blum, Casey 
Borison, Hannah
Brodax, Carly Hannah
Campbell, Jada
Colmenares, Monica Elizabeth
Dann, Emily 
Ehrenbeit, Logan 
Eiben, Susan Jane
Eppell, Celia 
Firestone, Hannah Rachel
Fox, Stephen
Frayman, Hannah 
Friedman, Mara
Gaines-Smith, Maya C
Gillette, Mary Avery
Golan, Topaz 
Grant, Naomi Allison
Haas, Amital
Hines, Wynn
Hopson-Boyd, Emilykate Maria
James, Shaneice LaShae’
Komich, Matt Ilan
Lazar, Samantha
Leathers-Clayborne, Cameron
Li, Zhonghan
Lowenkamp, Aaron 
Lowenkamp, Hannah
Machtay, Alexander Louis
Mack, Cameron
Malik, Kaustav 
Meskin, Eitan David
Mintz, Alex Rebecca
Mitchell, Ian 
Moses, Adam
Nash, Taylor Amari
Nurko, Itamar 
Opre, Katharine Anderson
Ordillas, Joseph
Peleg, Maya 
Perloff, Catherine 
Poprish, Nomi 
Reilly, Ryan Oliver
Reu, Kyra
Rivera-Torres, Angeliza Nydia
Rosen, Brenna Jayne
Rotsky, Jaime Sara
Scherson, Ami Tamar-Santo
Schwarz, Emily 
Sender, Theodore Aaron
Shah, Sahil
Shapiro, Jonathon Matthew
Smith, Bradley Tucker
Stanescu, Daniel Alexander
Stern, Caroline Rachel
Stovsky, Alexa 
Thomas, Tyler Devon
Townes, Tamarea Angelica
Wang, Janet Minjing
White, Jordyn 
Williams, Jordan
Zhang, William

Florida State University
Ohio University
University of Cincinnati
University of Southern California
Ohio Wesleyan University
The Ohio State University
Kent State University
University of Maryland, College Park
Ohio University
The Ohio State University
Colby College
Syracuse University
Cleveland State University
Ohio University
DePaul University
Allegheny College
University of Cincinnati
The University of Arizona
Arizona State University
Hampton University
Curry College
Midreshet Amit -- Jerusalem, Israel
University of Maryland, College Park
Princeton University
University of Cincinnati
Barton County Community College
Tennessee Technological University
Ohio University
Michigan State University
Howard University
Northwestern University
McGill University -- Montreal, Canada
Kibbutz Contemporary Dance Co. -- Israel
Case Western Reserve University
Saint Vincent College
Georgia Institute of Technology
Young Judaea Year Course
Ohio University
University of Miami, FL
Ohio University
John Carroll University
Young Judaea Year Course, Israel
University of California, Davis
Notre Dame College
The Ohio State University
Tufts University
The Ohio State University
Stony Brook University
Washington University in St. Louis
University of Cincinnati
University of Pittsburgh
University of Michigan
Ohio University
The Ohio State University
The Ohio State University
The Ohio State University
American University
Kent State University
University of Cincinnati
New York University
Syracuse University
Capital University
Shaw University
Case Western Reserve University
Ohio University
University of Cincinnati
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

Image by Jinle Zhu
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Perhaps I was right to be scared when starting high school, but the target of my fear was 
misplaced. I should not have worried about who I would be when I left, but how I could 
best take advantage of every moment I had while I was there. Cartoon by Raquel Wu

My Advice: Enjoy the Process and Forget the Consequences
By Cathy Perloff
Editor-in-Chief

By Naomi Grant
Arts & Life Editor

Forget About the Dress Code; But Dress For the Context

 It was the high 
school introduction 
night for students and 
parents, and an eighth 
grade version of me was 
quaking in my red-cush-
ioned seat. The princi-
pal was introducing one 
national-merit debate-
champion varsity-ath-
lete after another, or so 
it seemed. There were 
so many classes to take, 
grades to get, accom-
plishments to acquire; I 
began to believe my four 
years at BHS would be 
a thorny and miserable 
path filled with failures.   

 At the start of 
high school, I had my 
eyes set on one goal: 
getting through these 
four years and onto col-
lege: the mystical land 
of independence, life-
long friendship and pre-
dictable cafeteria food. 
I hoped to skate by the 
school dances, athletic 
competitions and final 
exams as swiftly and 
skillfully as possible; 
these high school mile-
stones were simply too 
plebeian for my big-time 

goals.
  Fortunately, and 

perhaps inevitably, these 
rose-colored goggles 
quickly fell from my na-
ive gaze.

 Too often, peo-
ple, myself included, 
prioritize the ends much 
higher than the means. 
Presidential candidates 
promise a world safe for 
democracy without ex-
plaining their methods 
to achieve this lofty goal. 

University presidents 
tout the value of obtain-
ing a career-tailored de-
gree and forget the hours 
and passion involved in 
education. Advertise-
ments for workout regi-
mens place the expected 
results in far bigger print 
than details of the gruel-
ing exercise.

My experience at BHS 
has taught me that it is 
always more worthwhile 
to value process over 

outcome. While goals 
are important to keep 
one on track, it is the 
work in achieving these 
outcomes where the real 
prize is won. After all, 
trophies would be just 
gold-stained pieces of 
plastic if a process did 
not give them value.

One of the tasks on 
my freshman-accom-
plishment-to-do list was 
qualifying to regionals in 
cross country. I went to 

every practice and tried 
to run as many miles as 
possible over the sum-
mer. But oddly, the more 
I ran, the less it mat-
tered whether I quali-
fied as one of the top 16 
runners at the district 
tournament. I became 
hooked on the feeling of 
overtaking a hill, wiping 
my sweaty forehead and 
completing the trail.

I never made it past 
districts. But I do not re-
gret the many miles that 
wore down my sneakers’ 
soles. With running, I 
had found a lifelong pas-
sion and that had more 
value than a fleeting vic-
tory.

Moreover, when I first 
anticipated studying for 
midterms, I imagined a 
thankless task with an 
uncertain and stressful 
outcome. As I sat down 
to study, I became com-
mitted to understanding 
trigonometry or fasci-
nated by the nuances in 
the Thirty Year War. My 
fear of midterms melted 
away as I delved deeper 
into the process of learn-
ing the material.

Not only is this kind 
of tunnel-vision coun-

terproductive, in high 
school, it can be danger-
ous. To only have one 
goal when you’re 15 is 
like chasing a moving 
target. I do not have the 
same aspirations as I 
did when I started high 
school, and I doubt I will 
when I finish college, or 
even when I’m middle-
aged. If I had invested all 
my time pursuing some 
transient goal, I could 
have ended up trapped 
in a future that didn’t fit. 

Perhaps I was right to 
be scared when start-
ing high school, but the 
target of my fear was 
misplaced. I should not 
have worried about who 
I would be when I left, 
but how I could best take 
advantage of every mo-
ment I had while I was 
there. High school is not 
merely a layover on the 
flight to adulthood; it is a 
chance to explore oneself 
and one’s environment. 
Viewed in this light, high 
school perhaps should 
not be feared at all, but 
cherished. At a propi-
tious moment in our 
lives, we have the oppor-
tunity to delve into our 
passions and forget the 
consequences. 

With warmer weather 
comes the inevitability 
of students, mainly girls, 
breaking dress code, like 
the one that frequently 
goes unenforced at BHS. 
Nationally, this is the 

time of year when the 
stories trending almost 
daily on Facebook will 
be about girls who are 
told to cover up at school 
because what they’re 
wearing (or aren’t 
wearing) is distracting to 
males.  

I’m not writing to 
assert some sort of ultra-
feminist opinion that a 
girl would write when 
she has nothing better 
to do than to pick a fight 
with her school. Nor is 
my intention to convince 
every girl to keep her 

knees and elbows 
covered. But don’t get 
me wrong--I can’t stand 
girls I read about in news 
articles who come to 
school with an exposed 
midriff and booty shorts 
and complain when 
they’re told to cover up. 
In my eyes, it’s not so 
much about modesty; 
it’s about dressing 
appropriately for the 
situation.

As students, school 
is our workplace. Our 
teachers get paid to 
work with us. And at our 
workplace, we should 
dress and behave some-
what professionally. I’m 
a strong opponent of 
uniforms, having had 
to wear one through the 
fourth grade, but it is 
important that the cloth-
ing we wear not be dis-
tracting to ourselves in 
school, and in a school 
with unpredictable room 
temperatures, layers are 
the best bet.

Even when someone 
comes to school with 
too much skin exposed, 
it is not okay to tell her 
to cover up because she 

may distract others.  I 
find food distracting, 
and yet I still write my 
articles in the kitchen. 
Rather, she should 
be told such clothing 
is inappropriate for a 
workplace environment. 
It would probably feel odd 
to discuss very high-level 
math or science with your 
midriff and entire legs 
showing. But I wouldn’t 
know--I never discuss 
particularly high-level 
math or science. 

There is no need for 
male students to wear a 
suit and tie every day, nor 
females a dress or a skirt, 
but school is not meant 
to be a social gathering. 
You would not behave 
the same way at school as 
you would hanging out 
with your friends at the 
mall, so it makes sense 
that you would not dress 
the same way--whether 
you’re male or female.

A Northwestern Uni-
versity study found that 
students who wore a lab 
coat did better on a test 
than students without 
one. This isn’t because 
lab coats have magical 

powers; it’s because stu-
dents who felt dressed 
for the part played it 
better. As inappropri-
ate as exposing too 
much skin would be for 
the work-like environ-
ment that schools try to 
be, pajamas would be 
just as inappropriate, 
no matter how modest 
they are, because they 
are not typically associ-
ated with a professional 
environment. A white 
dress would be very in-
appropriate at a funeral, 
regardless of how mod-
est it is.  

If you happen to 
be working at a camp 
in Texas during the 
summer, even if you’re 
the director, you might 
find that the appropriate 
uniform is a tank top and 
athletic shorts; the same 
outfit wouldn’t slide for 
even the lowest intern at 
an office.

No matter how much 
people tell others not to 
judge, we are judged by 
our clothes. So, I won’t 
say “Cover up!” But rath-
er, “Dress appropriately 
for the context.”

A Northwestern University study found that students who wore a lab coat did better on a 
test than students without one. This isn’t because lab coats have magical powers; it’s because 
students who felt dressed for the part played it better. Cartoon by Raquel Wu

The end of the 2014-15 
school year brings many 
changes in BHS staff.  
We will be losing ten 
certified staff members 
to retirement.
     Five other staff 
members are moving on 
for other reasons. 
     The unusually high 
number of retirements, 
no doubt, is brought 
on by Ohio Teachers 
Retirement System 
benefit reductions taking 
effect next school year.
     Many of the 

high school’s most 
experienced teachers 
are leaving.  Almost 
every department will be 
losing a teacher. 
     On the one hand, 
it may be beneficial to 
add more newly-minted 
teachers to the mix of 
BHS faculty, as they 
could offer a different 
vantage point on their 
respective subject area. 
     However, this exodus 
of educators signals the 
closing of yet another 
chapter in the nearly six-
decade-long story of our 
school. 
     The comfort students 

     Most who are 
leaving are retiring 
now because, if they 
don’t, they will lose a 
portion of their benefits, 
including some of their 
pension; certainly a 
legitimate concern. By 
shortchanging these 
dedicated teachers 
of benefits rightfully 
owed to them, the state 
legislature may have 
jeopardized the quality 
of students’ education. 
      However, there is 
always the possibility 
that, with young blood, 
comes more innovative 
teaching methods. 

find from familiar 
faces and confident, 
experienced voices will, 
at first, be lost, and 
there’s no guarantee that 
the quality of teaching 
will improve or even 
maintain current levels. 
     Many of these 
staff members were 
also actively involved 
in extracurricular 
activities.    
     Consequently, 
student leaders may 
have to help their 
new advisers learn 
the procedures and 
traditions of their clubs 
and teams. 

The new teachers have 
little to no concept of 
the way things have 
been handled in the 
district historically, and 
therefore, may be able to 
see flaws in the system 
that the jaded eyes of 
others do not. 
     Additionally, with 
a new slew of teachers 
may come more engaged 
classrooms. Students are 
more likely to connect 
with teachers who are 
closer to their own age 
and, thus, have had 
similar experiences. 
Though, to be clear, 
this certainly does not 

discredit the experience 
and wisdom that often 
comes with a more 
seasoned teacher. 
     There is never a 
guarantee with new 
staff members, but the 
promise of new teaching 
methods and fresh 
faces is not entirely 
unwelcome. 
     We will look with 
respect and nostalgia 
as our beloved retiring 
faculty step down. 
But we must remain 
optimistic as a new era 
at BHS is swiftly ushered 
in.

Teacher Retirements Bring a Big Loss, But Also an Opportunity
By Beachcomber Staff
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Pro-Con: Responding to Police Violence in Baltimore and Cleveland
Last month, Time Magazine ran a cover photo depicting a man running from police with the headline “America” followed 
by the year 1968 crossed out and replaced with 2015. The cover story referred to the violent, chaotic riots that took place in 
Baltimore following Freddie Grey’s death, drawing a parallel to the chaotic year in history and the present day. Regardless of 

the results of events such as these, and whether or not the government responds appropriately, it is debatable whether the public holds the right to 
react with violence. Considering recent events such as the killing of Freddie Grey in Baltimore, the Michael Brelo verdict and the Cleveland consent 
decree, what is the most constructive way for citizens to respond to excessive use of force by police in cities such as Baltimore and Cleveland?

By Alex Machtay
Opinion Editor

     While many may argue that violence in 
response to an injustice is unjustified, the 
argument can also be made that it is one of the 

only ways remaining for deprived, repressed, poverty-stricken citizens 
of America’s neglected cities to express themselves. 
      When an event occurs such as police killing a child with a toy gun, 
as what happened with Tamir Rice in Cleveland in November, or when 
a suspect dies in police custody, as what happened with Freddie Gray in 
Baltimore in April, or the recent verdict in which police officer Michael 
Brelo was exonerated for the 2012 incident in which he stood on the 
hood of a car after a high speed chase and fired 49 shots at suspects who 
turned out to have been unarmed, salt is rubbed in the wound of injus-
tice for millions of dispossessed Americans.
     Yes, the citizens of Baltimore’s poorest neighborhoods lashed out in 
anger and did violence to their own community, but when taking into 
account the outrageous racial disparities seen in Baltimore, this makes 
sense. 
      According to a report published in September 2014 by the Baltimore 
Sun, the city has paid out over 5.7$ million dollars in taxpayer money in 
damages towards more than 100 settlements over four years, brought on 
by “false imprisonments, false arrests, and excessive force” by members 
of the Baltimore Police Department. These settlements have included 
people who had allegedly been brutalized while already restrained, a 
pregnant woman, and, perhaps most disturbingly, an 87 year old grand-
mother allegedly beaten while tending to her injured grandson.  Most of 
the victims of these beatings were African-Americans. 
     According to CNN Money,the unemployment rate among African-
American men between the ages of 20-24 in Baltimore is a whopping 
27% more than white men in the same age range. Perhaps most alarm-
ingly, according to the US Census Bureau, the poverty rate is an as-
tounding 24%, nearly 10% more than the national rate of 14.5%. This 
staggering inequality is despite the fact that Baltimore has a 20% Afri-
can-American majority. It is no wonder that after the death of Freddie 
Gray, violence erupted. This case served as a powder-keg that started the 
riots that had been brewing for years, due to the disparity between races, 
and the longstanding sense that a white minority has suppressed a black 
majority and kept them low in the hierarchy of Baltimore. No matter 
how many politicians they elected, how many lawsuits filed, nothing 
seemed to work to change the reality for Baltimore’s poorest citizens, so 
violence was seen the only option.
     It is laudable that public officials in Cleveland were able to prevent ri-
ots in the wake of the Brelo verdict, but unless more significant changes 
can be made to address the inequity in our society, it will be difficult to 
prevent violence when future incidents occur.

By Alex Cala
Staff Writer

According to the Washington Post, riots in 
Baltimore last month led to permanently de-
stroyed businesses, roads littered with burned 

cars and hundreds of people--both police officers and civilians--injured. 
     The initial protests addressed a righteous cause,  peacefully calling for 
the indictment of the six corrupt police officers who committed a hor-
rible, dehumanizing atrocity against Freddie Gray, stripping him of the 
most American rights, his presumption of innocence. He was murdered 
by the officers and they were later indicted of second degree murder, a 
fair indictment. 
     However, the riot started when a group of high school students started 
throwing bricks and glass bottles at innocent police officers. That was 
when the peaceful and justified protest turned into a violent, illegitimate 
riot.
     Yes, corrupt police officers exist. Yes, abuses must be addressed, but these 
issues need to be dealt with in a peaceful manner, a manner of organized, 
nonviolent protest through negotiation and public pressure. Of course the 
idea of using brute force seems more appealing because it seems a lot easier 
and a lot more exciting, but that strategy rarely ever works. 
     This is why: imagine that you are a police officer sworn to serve and 
protect your community. You have the obligation to defend the law, and 
one day you find out that another officer in your station has done some-
thing horribly illegal. You then find out that people are protesting police 
corruption and are calling for that officer to be indicted and brought to 
justice. You agree because you are of high moral character and believe 
that justice must be served. 
     The next day you come to work to find out that protestors are begin-
ning to get a bit violent, and you and your comrades-in-uniform have 
been called to try and control the crowd so that nobody gets hurt. You 
and your fellow officers arrive in an attempt to restore order. 
     But then one of your fellow officers is hurt by a glass bottle. You see 
him on the ground, bleeding.
     At this moment, you, an innocent person who at the beginning of the 
day had no reason to fear a common citizen, have a reason to fear the 
people.
     There was a recent protest in Cleveland that has been positively ac-
claimed by many around the nation for remaining peaceful. For many, 
Brelo’s acquittal was a further proof that police who use excessive force 
will not be held accountable. But the community came together and 
found a productive way of dealing with the collective anger.
     The Justice Department reached a settlement to have the FBI and the 
department’s civil rights division address police practices in Cleveland. 
This event is a prime example of a protest achieving its goals without 
violently rioting. 

Violence is Caused by Poverty and Injustice Violence Will Never Solve Police Abuse
By Inkyu Kim
Staff Writer



Goodbye to Legendary Staff Members

How many years have they been working in Beachwood?
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“The last thing I would want everyone to know is just how blessed I’ve been to have had a career that I’m 
passionate about.” - Pamela Kiner{

I’m moving to 
Columbus and living on 
a golf course and I plan 

to play golf. 

Gym and health teacher 
Margaret Hollingsworth

I am already involved in 
volunteering in the Cleveland 
Metroparks.  When I am not 

working on projects around my 
house, when I am not traveling 
with family, that’s what I will be 

doing.

Science teacher Joe Burwell 

I’m moving onto a 
different endeavor, 

in a new, but familiar, 
profession for a 

Beachwood family 
owned company.

Athletic facilities 
manager Jason LeDonne

I was planning on traveling 
around the country and golfing 
as much as possible. However, I 
believe that I will be working in 
education starting this summer.

Marketing teacher Jean Getz

What are you planning to do next year?

At the end of the 2014-2015 school year, many staff members are leaving BHS. Some are retiring after 
many years of teaching, while others are going to take new positions in other places. No matter what 
the reason, they will all be missed. We asked staff members some questions about their time at BHS, 

what’s in their future and what they’d like to say to those they have to leave behind.

I am really looking forward 
to reading for pleasure in 
my spare time, travelling, 
and spending a lot more 
time with my family and 

friends.

English teacher 
Peter Harvan 

I’ll teach beginning Braille classes, 
interpret braille class for deaf 

clients who have recently lost their 
sight, complete final courses for 
Masters in Adult Learning and 

Development, and visit my family 
in New York more often!

Interpreter Patti Bettis-Eddie

Here is a short sample from my bucket list: 
Invent a new color, discover a new integer 

between 2 and 3, shake hands with Leonard 
Euler, discover a proof to the Riemann 

Hypothesis (Extra credit to any Algebra II 
student who beats me to it!) and compile a 

comprehensive list of ice cream flavors.

Math teacher Leena Malik

1 2
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Spence

35
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1:  Joe Burwell •  2: Pamela Kiner  •  3: Peter Harvan  •  4: Sarah Kudroff  •  5: Michelle Toomey  •  6: Sheila Heyman  •  7: Leena Malik  •  8: Margaret Hollingsworth



Goodbye to Legendary Staff Members

“                      ”                       goodbye messages

answers to who’s who, left to right: 
Joe Burwell, Patti Bettis-Eddie, Pamela Kiner, 
Carolyn Farley, Carol Grooms, Margaret 
Hollingsworth, Peter Harvan, Sheila Heyman, 
Jean Getz 

Beachwood has always 
encouraged me to 
“develop intellectual 
entrepreneurs with a 
social conscience” and 
for that I will always be 
grateful.

Jean Getz

I am going to miss all my students 
this year who pushed the boundaries 
by asking me the kinds of questions 
that picked at my brain. I will miss the 
chance to see them graduate, but 
I’m sure they will all do great things 
wherever they go. 

Leena Malik

I have had the pleasure of meeting 
and working with some of the 
finest, most talented, confident, 
caring and down to earth teachers, 
administrators and staff anyone could 
wish for; those relationships have 
changed my life. 

Patti Bettis-Eddie

At the end of the 2014-2015 school year, many staff members are leaving BHS. Some are retiring after 
many years of teaching, while others are going to take new positions in other places. No matter what 
the reason, they will all be missed. We asked staff members some questions about their time at BHS, 

what’s in their future and what they’d like to say to those they have to leave behind.

Here is a short sample from my bucket list: 
Invent a new color, discover a new integer 

between 2 and 3, shake hands with Leonard 
Euler, discover a proof to the Riemann 

Hypothesis (Extra credit to any Algebra II 
student who beats me to it!) and compile a 

comprehensive list of ice cream flavors.

Math teacher Leena Malik

I want to be able 
to travel more 

as well as spend 
more time with my 
grandkids in Las 

Vegas.

Interpreter 
Pamela Kiner

Mr. Burwell was one of the better 
teachers that I ever had.  He had the best 

interest of each student in mind at all 
times, even though some of us may have 
struggled or excelled more than others.

I was also lucky enough to have Mrs. 
Hollingsworth, or Holly as we used to 

call her.  She had a great sense of humor, 
which made you laugh and cringe at the 

same time.

1995 BHS graduate Daniel Weiss

Layout by Clarissa Djohari
Photos by Bradford Douglas

Reporting by Beachcomber Staff

Who’s who?
(answers in top right corner!)

3 4

8

Marcia
Spence

35

I’m going to be a 
special education 
director in my new 

job.

Speech Therapist 
Marcy Spence

7
1:  Joe Burwell •  2: Pamela Kiner  •  3: Peter Harvan  •  4: Sarah Kudroff  •  5: Michelle Toomey  •  6: Sheila Heyman  •  7: Leena Malik  •  8: Margaret Hollingsworth

Also leaving: 
gym teacher 

Michael Gibbons 
music teacher 
Carolyn Farley

counselor Carol 
Grooms

Hebrew teacher 
Sarah Kudroff
drama teacher 
Sheila Heyman

intervention 
specialist

Michelle Toomey

(
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By Alex Cala, Philip  Schnee and 
Aden Stern     Staff Writers

Image by Jinle Zhu

Children of Divorce On……..
Family

“It’s taught me lessons in life, and it’s also taken away from me. It’s defi-
nitely taken away part of my childhood.” -Freshman Ben Connor

“It’s definitely given me a different outlook on family….It feels like it’s two 
distinct places, one with my mom and all of her family, and one with my 
dad and all of his family.” - Sophomore Sam Connor

Their initial reaction when they first found out

“Right when they got divorced, I thought my life would be ruined and 
terrible, but my relationships with each of my parents stayed the same or 
got better.” - Sophomore Josh Lazar

“I was really sad for maybe like the first couple of days, but eventually 
I got used to it, and it became easier and easier as the years went on.” - 
Sophomore David Somogyi

How it’s affected their approach towards relationships

“Is this the person for me? Am I going to be with them forever? I gotta 
think about that.” - Somogyi

“I think that it will help me make sure that I marry the perfect person, 
because I know that my parents didn’t really date that long before they 

What You Should Know 
About Divorce

(all from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, unless noted otherwise)

1.5 million children each year are added to the 
number of children affected by divorce - Scien-
tific American
People without a college education are less likely to get married, but at 
the same time, divorce 10% more frequently and marry younger when 
compared to their  college-educated counterparts

Women tend to marry at younger ages than men

Women are at a significant disadvantage after a divorce. They are 16% 
more likely than men to fall into poverty after divorce, are less likely to 
rise out of poverty, and remarrying reduces the risk of poverty in women 
by two-thirds (Familyfacts.org)

  Negative Effects of Divorce on Children
(according to the American Sociological Review)

A higher high school dropout rate

A higher risk for drug and alcohol Abuse

An increased likelihood of committing crimes as a juvenile

An almost 5 times greater likelihood of living in poverty as an adult

How Families Can Make it Easier for Kids 
(according to Dr. Jacqueline Kirby and Katherine Dean, published in an article on the 
Ohio State University Extension website)

“Use effective parenting by providing encouragement and emotional support, 
establishing and explaining standards for conduct, and administering consistent 
discipline.”

“Reduce inter-parental conflict…..Speak positively about your child’s other par-
ent in front of the child and do not place the child in the middle.”

“Maintain a feeling of closeness with your teen, use effective parental monitor-
ing, allow them to make decisions with you regarding their activities.”

“Continue to be a parent to your child rather than turning into a friend.”

     Divorce has a tremendous 
impact on the lives of American 
children. 
     According to Scientific Ameri-
can, 1.5 million children each 
year join the group of minors that 
are affected by divorce. 
     Studies by the American 
Sociological Review have shown 
that it has many negative effects 
on kids such as a higher rate of 
dropping out of high school, a 
higher risk of drug and alcohol 
abuse,an increased likelihood of 
committing crimes as a juvenile 
and perhaps most alarmingly, 
children of divorce have an al-
most five times greater likelihood 
of living in poverty as an adult.
     The Beachcomber interviewed 
four students with divorced par-
ents, in order to further explore 
divorce and the effects it has on 
teenagers.

When Parents Split, the Lives of Teens are Changed Forever

For an audio version of 
this story, check out our 
podcast at bcomber.org

Image by Raquel Wu
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Nicholette Leanza, a psychotherapist at Psychological & Behavioral Consultants in Beachwood, said 
signs of academic stress include headaches, stomachaches and irritability. Image by Jinle Zhu.

With Increased Academic Pressure, Stress is a Mental Health Issue

Nationally, levels of 
teen stress are on the rise. 
The American Psycho-
logical Association’s 2014 
Stress in America Survey 
found that millennials 
were the most stressed 
generation.

One potential stressor 
for students is the in-
creasing competitiveness 
of college admissions and 
the pressure to take more 
rigorous classes. At BHS, 
this pressure may be par-
ticularly strong as the ad-
ministration has sought 
to increase AP enrollment 
by offering more AP class-
es and encouraging more 
students to challenge 
themselves.

School staff identify a 
variety of factors contrib-
uting to the generally high 

self-reported stress levels 
of BHS students.

School psychologist 
Kevin Kemelhar said the 
number of higher level 
classes are not necessarily 
to blame.

“Students who are tak-
ing too many higher level 
classes probably have 
stress,” he said. “Also, 
students who shouldn’t 
be in higher level classes, 
but are, they [also] have 
higher levels of stress.”

Sophomore Mukul Go-
vande said he is extremely 
busy due to both academ-
ics and activities.  

“Because of sports and 
advanced classes,” Gov-
ande said, “I occasionally 
have to stay up till 2:00 
a.m., just to finish my 
homework. I have to get 
up at 5:30 [a.m.] every 
single day to get to my 

bus.”
Sophomore Jack Spero 

added that extracurricu-
lars also cause a great 
amount of stress.

“During the fall, with 
both cross country and 
band occurring simulta-
neously, there were nights 
when I had to go to bed 
extremely late,” he said. 

Lewis & Clark Graduate 
School Assistant Profes-
sor Mollie Galloway, Villa-
nova University Assistant 
Professor of Education 
Jerusha Connor and 
Stanford Graduate School 
Senior Lecturer Denise 
Pope found that students 
with more homework had 
higher stress levels.

“Students who did more 
hours of homework expe-
rienced greater behavior-
al engagement in school 
but also more academic 
stress, physical health 

problems, and lack of bal-
ance in their lives,” they 
wrote.

The causes of high stress 
levels are often more than 
what appears on the sur-
face, sophomore Claire 
Bruening explained.  

“Academic pressures 
greatly affect my stress 
levels because [they] ask 
for a level of ‘perfection’ 
and [have] you compet-
ing with your peers [to 
whom] you are constantly 
compared,” she said. 

Both Bruening and Spe-
ro said that they are each 
scheduled to take four AP 
classes their junior year. 
Govande said he will take 
five APs his junior year. 
All three are also partici-
pating in band. 

Senior Ryan Reilly took 
six AP classes this year, 
and shared his strategy 
for managing stress lev-
els.

“I think the best way to 
do it is to prioritize your 
work the right way,” he 
said. “Make sure you get 
your work completed 
ahead of time. I haven’t 
done that enough for any 
of the four years [of high 
school], but [starting as-
signments earlier] makes 
it much easier.”

Reilly added that, while 
he often felt stress, he still 
thinks it is good to take on 
a more challenging course 
load. 

“I think the benefits of 
the education [outweigh] 
the harms of stress. I 
think it’s a fair trade off,” 
he said. 

However, in another 
study, education profes-
sors Shannon Suldo and 

Elizabeth Shaunessy-De-
drick of the University of 
South Florida found that 
students in more aca-
demically rigorous classes 
were not necessarily more 
unhappy. 

While the students in 
these challenging classes 
reported more stress, “the 
psychological functioning 
of students in AP and IB is 
similar or superior to the 
levels of psychopathology, 
life satisfaction, and so-
cial functioning reported 
from their peers in gen-
eral education.”

Nicholette Leanza, a 
psychotherapist at Psy-
chological & Behavioral 
Consultants in Beach-
wood, said signs of aca-
demic stress include 
headaches, stomach aches 
and irritability. 

She explained the stress 
could also potentially 
break down an individual’s 
immune system, “[leading 
them] to be more suscep-
tible to colds.” 

Leanza suggested that 
students employ time 
management skills and 
prepare in advance for as-
signments. 

“It’s always very help-
ful to be prepared,” she 
said, adding that students 
should get “good sleep” 
and not work overnight. 

If parents, teachers or 
friends suspect an in-
dividual possesses aca-
demic stress, Leanza rec-
ommended bringing it to 
his or her attention, as 
she said some are often 
unaware of the source of 
stress. 

“Be a support to them,” 
she said. 

Guidance counselor Carol 
Grooms acknowledged the 
growing problem of school 
stress. 

“There has definitely been 
an awareness surrounding 
the amount of stress im-
posed on students with ex-
tremely rigorous schedules.” 

Guidance counselor 
Meghann Sullivan also 
noted that academic 
stress may, in part, be 
due to the fact that com-
petition for college admis-
sions has increased. 

“[The Ohio State Uni-
versity’s] admission stan-
dards have risen drasti-
cally compared to the past 
generation,” she said. “It 
is becoming more com-
petitive because the pool 
of candidates is increas-
ing.”

It is becoming more 
difficult to make it in the 
world without a college di-
ploma, Grooms explained. 

 “Students are expected 
to enter the job market 
with a higher level of edu-
cation,” she said.

Kemelhar said there are 
some identifiable signs 
when someone is strug-
gling with stress levels.

“[Students are] over 
tired, not eating right and 
not able to concentrate,” 
he said. “Social relation-
ships may take a decline, 
[they also might show] ir-
ritability. 

“People have to know it’s 
okay to accept a challenge, 
but a reasonable chal-
lenge,” Kemelhar said. 

By Dalia Zullig, Inkyu 
Kim, and Grant Gravagna

Please sign up for Class updates & reminders

Mr. Alexander would like you to join
BHSClassof16!

To receive messages via text, text
@24c8d to 81010. You can opt-out
of messages at anytime by replying,
'unsubscribe @24c8d'.

Trouble using 81010? Try texting
@24c8d to (941) 462-2713 instead.

To:

Message:

Enter this number

Text this message

81010

@24c8d

*Standard text message rates apply.

Or to receive messages via email, send
an email to 24c8d@mail.remind.com. To
unsubscribe, reply with 'unsubscribe' in
the subject line.

New message

Recipients

Subject

24c8d@mail.remind.com

(You can leave the subject blank)

WHAT IS REMIND AND WHY IS IT SAFE?
Remind is a free, safe, and simple messaging tool that helps teachers share important updates and reminders
with students & parents. Subscribe by text, email or using the Remind app. All personal information is kept
private. Teachers will never see your phone number, nor will you see theirs.

Visit remind.com to learn more.

Mr. Alexander would like you to join
BHSClassof17!

To receive messages via text, text
@bhscl17 to 81010. You can opt-
out of messages at anytime by
replying, 'unsubscribe @bhscl17'.

Trouble using 81010? Try texting
@bhscl17 to (941) 462-2713
instead.

To:

Message:

Enter this number

Text this message

81010

@bhscl17

*Standard text message rates apply.

Or to receive messages via email, send
an email to bhscl17@mail.remind.com.
To unsubscribe, reply with 'unsubscribe' in
the subject line.

New message

Recipients

Subject

bhscl17@mail.remind.com

(You can leave the subject blank)

WHAT IS REMIND AND WHY IS IT SAFE?
Remind is a free, safe, and simple messaging tool that helps teachers share important updates and reminders
with students & parents. Subscribe by text, email or using the Remind app. All personal information is kept
private. Teachers will never see your phone number, nor will you see theirs.

Visit remind.com to learn more.

Mr. Alexander would like you to join
BHSClassof18!

To receive messages via text, text
@bhscl18 to 81010. You can opt-
out of messages at anytime by
replying, 'unsubscribe @bhscl18'.

Trouble using 81010? Try texting
@bhscl18 to (941) 462-2713
instead.

To:

Message:

Enter this number

Text this message

81010

@bhscl18

*Standard text message rates apply.

Or to receive messages via email, send
an email to bhscl18@mail.remind.com.
To unsubscribe, reply with 'unsubscribe' in
the subject line.

New message

Recipients

Subject

bhscl18@mail.remind.com

(You can leave the subject blank)

WHAT IS REMIND AND WHY IS IT SAFE?
Remind is a free, safe, and simple messaging tool that helps teachers share important updates and reminders
with students & parents. Subscribe by text, email or using the Remind app. All personal information is kept
private. Teachers will never see your phone number, nor will you see theirs.

Visit remind.com to learn more.

Mr. Alexander would like you to join
BHSClassof19!

To receive messages via text, text
@bhscl19 to 81010. You can opt-
out of messages at anytime by
replying, 'unsubscribe @bhscl19'.

Trouble using 81010? Try texting
@bhscl19 to (941) 462-2713
instead.

To:

Message:

Enter this number

Text this message

81010

@bhscl19

*Standard text message rates apply.

Or to receive messages via email, send
an email to bhscl19@mail.remind.com.
To unsubscribe, reply with 'unsubscribe' in
the subject line.

New message

Recipients

Subject

bhscl19@mail.remind.com

(You can leave the subject blank)

WHAT IS REMIND AND WHY IS IT SAFE?
Remind is a free, safe, and simple messaging tool that helps teachers share important updates and reminders
with students & parents. Subscribe by text, email or using the Remind app. All personal information is kept
private. Teachers will never see your phone number, nor will you see theirs.

Visit remind.com to learn more.

BHS Class of 2016 BHS Class of 2017

BHS Class of 2019BHS Class of 2018

Mr. Alexander would like you to join
BHSClassof19!

To receive messages via text, text
@bhscl19 to 81010. You can opt-
out of messages at anytime by
replying, 'unsubscribe @bhscl19'.

Trouble using 81010? Try texting
@bhscl19 to (941) 462-2713
instead.

To:

Message:

Enter this number

Text this message

81010

@bhscl19

*Standard text message rates apply.

Or to receive messages via email, send
an email to bhscl19@mail.remind.com.
To unsubscribe, reply with 'unsubscribe' in
the subject line.

New message

Recipients

Subject

bhscl19@mail.remind.com

(You can leave the subject blank)

WHAT IS REMIND AND WHY IS IT SAFE?
Remind is a free, safe, and simple messaging tool that helps teachers share important updates and reminders
with students & parents. Subscribe by text, email or using the Remind app. All personal information is kept
private. Teachers will never see your phone number, nor will you see theirs.

Visit remind.com to learn more.
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Since March 30th, 
2013, BBC America’s 
Orphan Black has been 
captivating viewers with 
its suspenseful plot cen-
tered around clones. 
Season three premiered 
on April 18th, exceeding 

audience’s expectations 
with the episode titled 
The Weight of this Com-
bination.

Orphan Black has 
always been thought-
provoking, constantly 
forcing audiences to re-
consider their opinions 

and tackling real-world 
controversies such as 
ethics with genetic ex-
perimentation and ge-
netic property. This is 
achieved by the central 
plot, a story centered 
around clones.

Since Orphan Black is 

By Jinle Zhu
Staff Writer

“Orphan Black” Season 3 Premieres With Strong Acting, Editing
centered around clones, 
video editing can be a 
tedious job, as with the 
acting. Orphan Black 
star Tatiana Maslany has 
played thirteen clones in 
the course of the show, 
non inclusive of all the 
times one clone has pre-
tended to be another. Six 
of the thirteen appeared 
in the season three pre-
miere. Her acting has 
been nothing short of 
spectacular; the audi-
ence has never failed to 
differentiate one clone 
from another, not just 
based on hairstyles and 
face contours, but also 
from their little behav-
iors, accents and habits.

“It’s fun to play all 
these different clones,” 
Maslany said in a Nerd-
HQ conversation. “But 
it’s also hard. Some-
times, I throw lines at 
other actors I’m work-
ing with in a scene to get 
them and myself into 
character.”

Video editing, too, 
has made the viewing 
much more enjoyable, 
throughout the course 
of the show but espe-
cially in the season three 
premiere. Season three 
opened up with four 
clones interacting with 
each other in the same 
scene. With the help of 

the newest technologies, 
clones are not only able 
to stand next to each oth-
er in the same room, they 
are capable of touching 
each other.

According to a behind 
the scenes video shown 
at Comic Con, John 
Fawcett (director) and 
Graeme Manson (co-
director/script writer) 
revealed that filming 
is done using a com-
bination of stunt dou-
bles  when clones move 
around and tennis balls 
on poles  when the clones 
are standing relatively 
still. A newly-developed 
motion copying cam-
era allows the crew to 
capture the same scene 
twice, once with Maslany 
as one clone and again as 
another with the same 
camera motions. These 
two separate footages 
are overlapped with ed-
iting software such as 
Adobe Edge Animate 
and Photoshop to make 
it seem as if the clones 
are physically interacting 
each other.

“In 2010, we couldn’t 
even have dreamed of 
putting two characters 
in the same frame,” 
Manson told the Nerd-
ist. “Now, we can put 
multiple clones in the 
same screen, and we can 

Avengers: Age of Ul-
tron is a masterful, al-
beit slightly flawed film 
that is a worthy addition 
to the Marvel Cinematic 

Universe (MCU).
It is a miracle that di-

rector Joss Whedon, 
who also made the first 
Avengers movie, was 
able to juggle so many 

characters while keeping 
their motivations clear.

Additionally, Whedon 
reveals sides of each 
character we hadn’t 
seen before. We see a 
vulnerable Thor (Chris 
Hemsworth). We meet 
the Maximoffs (Eliza-
beth Olsen and Aaron 
Taylor-Johnson), a pair 
of genetically modified 
twins, whose charac-
ters are both dutifully 
fleshed out by the end of 
the film. We learn things 
about Hawkeye (Jeremy 
Renner) that no one 
would ever suspect. We 
even learn more about 
the mysterious past of 
Black Widow (Scarlett 
Johansson).

The film also takes us 
around the globe with 
the heroes, who trek 
from Africa to New York 
to stop the villainous 
plans of the evil robot 
Ultron (voiced by James 
Spader), who is created 

by Tony Stark (Robert 
Downey Jr.)  to help the 
Avengers, but instead 
of helping them, the ro-
bot seeks to exterminate 
them with a devious, 
daring, somewhat far-
fetched scheme that will 
keep the audience guess-
ing.

Spader’s performance 
as Ultron really stands 
out. Although not as 
fully realized as Tom 
Hiddleston’s Loki from 
the first Avengers mov-
ie, his portrayal is still 
very strong, with a quick 
wit, horrifying inten-
tions, and an affinity for 
the song “I’ve Got No 
Strings” from Pinocchio. 
He is probably one of the 
top villains introduced 
so far in the MCU. 

Hawkeye is another 
breakout star of the film. 
He delivers what are prob-
ably the best lines, and it 
wouldn’t surprise me if he 
plays a bigger part in the 

MCU going forward.
The action sequences 

also really stand out, espe-
cially the first one in the 
beginning of the movie. 
Harkening back to the final 
battle at the end of the first 
Avengers, it pans between 
characters, which is an ap-
proach that really shows 
how every member of the 
team, from The Hulk (Mark 
Ruffalo) to Captain Ameri-
ca (Chris Evans) contribute 
in the battle.

The cinematography is 
also fantastic. The sprawl-
ing shots of landscapes and 
cities give a sense of scope 
to the film, and the camera-
work in portraying certain 
parts are absolutely fantas-
tic, giving an up-close and 
personal look at the Aveng-
ers.

The movie is not with-
out flaws, however. Certain 
minor characters, such as 
Baron Von Strucker and 
Helen Cho, are not really 
explored, and you only hear 

their names once or twice 
before they play an impor-
tant role in the plot. Some 
of the science in the movie 
is a little bit too far-fetched 
and not elaborated far 
enough, such as the science 
involved in the creation of 
Ultron,  and the introduc-
tion of a character in the 
movie’s third act needlessly 
complicates things. In ad-
dition, some action that 
happens off screen could 
have benefited from being 
shown on screen.

Despite these flaws, 
Avengers: Age of Ultron, 
is the rare sequel that actu-
ally outdoes the first film, 
and still effectively sets the 
stage for other sequels. It is 
a must-see this summer for 
any fan of action or super-
hero movies in general.

I would give it 4.5 stars 
out of 5.

Marvel Makes Another Great Action Film: “Avengers: Age of Ultron”

The spot many knew 
as “Winks” in the Science 
Park area of Beachwood 
is now the Winking Liz-
ard, a household name 
for many Clevelanders.

The Lizard is a classic 
bar and grill with a few 
unique twists. Like their 
other locations, the new 
Beachwood location has 
a large glass-enclosed 
area housing a pet lizard. 
This is a family-friendly 

feature, along with the 
game room.

However, the food is 
what attracts people, and 
what makes the down-
town location so crowd-
ed before major sporting 
events or concerts.

The menu is exten-
sive and well-organized. 
Items include burgers, 
ribs, sandwiches, salads 
and more. While the beer 
selection makes the place 
very popular with adults, 
there is also a kids’ menu 
and the restaurant offers 

an extensive array of op-
tions for soft drinks, and 
the up-and-coming Coca 
Cola Freestyle machine.

What distinguishes 
the Winking Lizard from 
other bar and grills is the 
wings. It offers a large 
variety of flavors and 
is famous for its super 
spicy “911” and “Magma” 
flavors; the latter re-
quires a signed waiver to 
consume, so try it at your 
own risk.

On my most recent vis-
it, I ordered the “Gold-

finger” wings. This fla-
vor is a mild, sweet sort 
of barbecue flavor that 
isn’t too spicy, although 
plenty of flavors are. I’ve 
tried a lot of the flavors 
and liked all of them. 

For a side, I got the 
“Mac & Cheese” wedges, 
which are crispy and 
friend, and surprisingly 
very good. The menu 
contains a lot of delicious 
sides including chicken 
fingers or “Lizard Lips,” 
potato skins, “Pffred 
Fries” with bacon and 

cheese and more.
The restaurant also of-

fers items on the lighter 
side including salmon, 
grilled chicken, wraps 
and more.

The Winking Lizard 
staff is very nice. In my 
many visits, I’ve encoun-
tered few problems. The 
restaurant can get very 
crowded during major 
events or on weekends, 
which sometimes makes 
it take a little longer for 
food to be served, but it’s 
worth the wait. Prices 

By Phil Schnee
Staff Writer

are ideal for other res-
taurants like it, but they 
aren’t too expensive.

For those who like 
sports, the Winking Liz-
ard is a great place to 
watch a Cavs or Browns 
game. Numerous HD 
flatscreen TVs are dis-
played throughout the 
restaurant, so you can 
enjoy the great food, in 
a great atmosphere, for 
a decent price, with good 
hospitality just minutes 
from any Beachwood 
home.

Winking Lizard’s New Beachwood Location Does Not Disappoint

Image Source: Geeks of the RoundBy Alex Cala
Staff Writer

Image Source: BBC America

make them touch inter-
act physically with each 
other. A pat on the back 
or a hug between clones 
takes hours to edit well. 
It’s quite a nice decep-
tion.”

“I try to explain it to 
people a lot,” Maslany 
said in a video interview. 
“I first play one character 
with my double just to 
get the motions right and 
the whole set up. Then, 
the camera we use mem-
orizes the motion and 
we can refilm it again 
with me being the other 
clone. We film it a third 
time with me trying to 
imitate the actions of the 
first and second clone 
without anyone acting 
it out with me. We end 
up cutting the videos up 
in every frame or some-
times in multiple frames 
at once for the smoothest 
effect. Most of the time, I 
end up with my double’s 
body or her arm but my 
face on it instead of hers. 
It’s confusing.”

Overall, Orphan Black 
has been captivating 
viewers in the two years 
it has aired on BBC 
America. The recent 
season three premiere 
has given the audience a 
stunning show of video 
editing, acting, and as al-
ways, an amazing story.
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Seniors Alex Machtay 
and Griffin Celleghin 
advanced to the dou-
bles quarterfinals at the 
OHSAA state tennis 
tournament on May 29-
30 after placing first at 
districts. 

Senior Kaustav Malik 
and junior Barak Spector 
placed fourth in doubles 

By Clarissa Djohari
Editor-at-Large

This is the first time in school history that Beachwood has sent two boys doubles teams to 
states. Photo by Bradford Douglas

Two Doubles Pairs Compete at State Tennis Tournament

at the district tourna-
ment, also advancing to 
states. 

The team had to re-
build after losing three 
seniors last season, but 
still managed an 11-6 
record, which pleased 
coach David Cole.

“[The record is] a bit 
deceiving, because of the 
schedule we play,” Cole 
said. “We did not lose 
to a Division II public 

school, so the only losses 
we had this year were to 
Division I schools that 
are much bigger than 
us, [as well as] private 
schools.”  

Although the team as 
a whole did not qualify 
to compete in the state 
tournament, the captains 
focused on strength-
ening and training the 
team. 

This year’s starting 

Despite ending the 
season on a sour note 
with an 11-1 defeat at 
Gilmour in the sectional 
finals, the baseball team 
has improved tremen-
dously this year.

One of the things that 
drove these improve-
ments was a tough na-
tional schedule in Florida.

“Playing teams that 
were already seasoned 
and a couple of divisions 
up from us helped to pre-
pare us mentally while 
also [giving] us an op-
portunity to realize that 
nothing in this game is 
given to you,” head coach 
Todd Butler wrote in an 
email in April. 

These tough tests, which 
included games against 
Kentucky state champs 
Dunbar, helped propel 
the Bison to a 18-11 record 
overall, and a CVC Metro 
title, the first since 2012.

The CVC title has been 
attributed to the overall 
team energy, as well as 

By Alex Cala
Staff Writer

Baseball Team Wins Back CVC Title, First Since 2012

Captain Max Balazs led the team with six saves, an ERA of 3.50, 18 innings pitched and 18 
strikeouts. He also led the team with 21 stolen bases.  Photo by Bradford Douglas.

the strong team and in-
dividual performances.

“Anybody can play 
[well], it’s [team energy] 
that gets you through 
the game… Everybody 
contributed to the wins 
[we had],” said freshman 
Ben Connor, who was 
second on the team with 
a .325 batting average.

The early schedule 
also improved the team’s 
confidence.

“We played the team 
that won the Kentucky 
Division I state cham-
pionship, Dunbar, and 
we only lost 4-3 due to 
[some errors], so it really 
showed us how well we 
can play,” said Sopho-
more Aden Stern, who 
was second on the team 
in RBIs with 15.

The 9-8 comeback win 
vs Cuyahoga Heights 
on April 14 exemplified 
some of the improve-
ments seen by the team 
over the course of the 
year.

Going into the bottom 
half of the last inning, 

Beachwood was down 
7-3, and a comeback 
seemed improbable, but 
the bison ended up win-
ning in extra innings.

“It showed that we 
don’t fold when we’re 
down by a lot… Everyone 
really supported each 
other that game, and it 
showed that we could 
come back,” Stern said. 

In the season ending 
loss at Gilmour, there 
was some controversy, 
as Beachwood players 
felt some of the unpires’ 
calls were unfair. 

“I think that since 
it was a playoff game, 
tensions were a little 
bit higher between the 
teams and the umpires,” 
Connor said.

That wasn’t totally to 
blame for the loss, how-
ever.

“Some calls were bad 
and some calls didn’t go 
our way, but umpires 
never lose games for 
teams,” Connor added. 
“It’s always teams losing 
games for themselves, 

and Gilmour did still 
beat us even without 
those empires.” 

“We can’t let the um-
pires decide the game, 
and we can’t put ourselves 
in a situation where the 
umpires have to make dif-

ficult calls that could im-
pact the outcome,” Stern 
also said.

Despite the somber end 
to the season, the future 
looks bright. With the loss 
of only two varsity starters 
due to graduation, Beach-

wood has potential to make 
noise next year.

“I definitely think we 
have a great chance to re-
peat as CVC Champs be-
cause we have so many 
returning players with ex-
perience,” Stern said.

lineup, which has seven 
spots, featured three 
freshmen. 

“[The freshmen] were 
singles players,” Cole 
said. “Doubles is a much 
different game than sin-
gles, so it was very chal-
lenging to educate them, 
in terms of … how to play 
doubles at the varsity 
level with the schedule 
we have.”

The loss of depth in 
the team may have been 
a setback, but Machtay 
is pleased with what 
they’ve been able to 
achieve.

“We lost a few match-
es, but I think they 
were good losses,” he 
explained. “I think our 
team improved through-
out [the season].”

 Spector ex-
plained some of the 
sport’s intricacies. 

  “Tennis is a very me-
chanical sport, so it’s not 
just pure athleticism,” 
Spector said. “It’s a lot 
of technique you have to 
work on, a lot of muscle 
memory.”

Regular practice is 
necessary to success, es-
pecially during the off-

season. 
“Even when we don’t 

have a match or a prac-
tice scheduled, a pair or 
all four of us captains will 
go out and hit,” Machtay 
added. 

Every match allows for 
learning opportunities, 
Machtay explained. 

“[I played best at] 
matches where I felt I 
had something to prove,” 
he said. “People might 
[describe] it as ‘pres-
sure’, but I would say 
it’s the sort of thing that 
makes you want to do 
better.”

This year, three more 
seniors are graduating, 
which means more fo-
cus on training younger 
members.

“[In two years,] we’ll 
lose six seniors out of a 
lineup that only features 
seven people, so we’re 
going to be very young 
next year,” Cole said. 
“We have a lot of work to 
do this winter to get the 
kids ready for the season 
next year. It’s a very im-
portant off-season.”

Helping underclass-
men prepare for varsity 
is one of the challenges 

that captains face. 
“This year, it’s been 

about leading the team, 
helping everything func-
tion well,” Machtay said. 
“Next year, since [the 
senior captains will be 
gone], we want to get a 
lot more players to get 
into the program and 
start playing year-round, 
so next year they’ll be 
able to help.”

Malik reminisced 
about his time with the 
sport. 

“I’m glad that I played 
tennis all four years of 
high school because 
it taught me to have a 
strong mental mindset 
to push through difficul-
ties,” Malik wrote in an 
email. “One of the hard-
est things to do in tennis 
is to come back from be-
hind in a match.”

Machtay shared simi-
lar sentiments. 

“Maybe it does make 
you feel a little bit ner-
vous, but it’s when you 
really feel the need to do 
well, and you really want 
to win, that you play your 
best and you improve 
a lot. That’s a really re-
warding feeling.”

Four Beachwood run-
ners will compete this 
weekend in three events 
at the OHSAA State Track 
& Field Championships in 
Columbus.

In the 4 x 200 relay, ju-
niors Hannah Kahn and 
Jaelyn Pounds, fresh-
man Mia Knight and se-
nior Maya Gaines-Smith 
will compete for a State 
title, while Knight will 
run individually in the 
100 meter dash, and 
Gaines-Smith in the 200 
meter dash.

“Since we didn’t make 
it to states last year, it 
made us even more hun-
gry to work and get to 
states this year,” Pounds 

said.
The relay team also 

won the CVC champi-
onship. Freshman Leah 
Roter won first place in 
the 3200 meter and Se-
nior Nate Hamilton fin-
ished 2nd in both the 100 
and 200 meter dashes.

However, winning the 
CVC was not the top goal 
for the girls. They were 
hungry to reach states. 
Roter came up just short, 
advancing to regionals.

The hard work put in 
by these athletes is final-
ly paying off. 

Gaines-Smith, a senior, 
has been running track for 
four years.

“The key to success is 
to practice hard every day 
and work, not only at run-
ning, but at the techni-

cal aspects of our runs,” 
she said. “I’ve had great 
coaches over the years 
who believe in me. But 
when it comes down to it, 
it’s a mental game.”

“For myself, going to 
states in the 200 has taken 
at least two years of train-
ing that focuses on the 
200,” Gaines-Smith add-
ed. “We even practiced on 
the day of prom.”

However, the team has 
faced many challenges 
this season. These in-
cluded injuries to her 
and other relay members, 
tough workouts, the sac-
rifice of time for practice, 
weather and more.

Emilykate Hopson-Boyd 
was part of the relay team 
during the indoor season, 
that won an indoor state 

championship, but lost to 
an injury before the first 
outdoor meet. Kahn felt 
this was a major obstacle 
for the team to overcome.

“When we lost Emi-
lykate, it really hurt us,” 
she said. “...Luckily Jae-
lyn stepped up and has 
performed great.”

Assistant Coach Ja-
mie Lader also weighed 
in on the journey that 
the girls have taken to 
reach states. They faced 
significant competition 
throughout the season.

“What sets these four 
apart from the rest is that 
they all have been running 
for a long time. They really 
wanted it, and they simply 
went out and achieved 
their goal of making it 
down to Columbus.”

Junior Jaelyn Pounds competed earlier this season. Photo by 
Bradford Douglas.

Four Bison Runners Qualify for State Track Tournament
By Philip Shnee
Staff Writer
With reporting by Beach-
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In this issue, the Beachcomber says goodbye to our graduating editors.  Through Their Eyes: 

Reporting by Beachcomber Staff

Image by Raquel Wu

Image by Raquel Wu

Image by Raquel Wu

Image by Ryan Reilly

Cathy Perloff
“I have served as opinion editor and Editor-in-Chief.”

“I have loved every minute of covering interesting stories for the Beach-

wood community and spending time with all the awesome people!”

“I want to continue my involvement in journalism and write news/feature stories.”

“I will miss all my great teachers and interesting classmates. Of course, I 

think it goes without saying that I will miss the tuna wraps on Thursdays 

and Senora’s fabulous wardrobe.”

Naomi Grant
“[I have been] reporter-at-large, opinion and Arts & Life editor.”

“[I will be going to] University of Maryland College Park (Merrill School of Journalism)

“I plan to be Editor-in-Chief of my college publication.”

“The Beachcomber, Yearbook, Model UN and my teachers are the things I will miss.”

Emily Topilow
“I have been the arts and life editor and the features editor.”

“I will be attending Bowling Green State University Honors College”

“[My favorite memories have been] all the layouts we’ve had. So many things happen 

when you get a bunch of reporters in a room. We have a quote book to prove it.“

“I will miss the teachers of BHS a lot. I appreciate that they are there when you need 

help. They care about helping you reach your highest potential.”

Alex Machtay
“[I have been] staff writer and opinion editor.”

“[My favorite memory was] when I interviewed Dr Klein one time. the entire 

time he was just playing with these pistachios on his desk and seemingly 

struggled with them, it was hilarious.”

“[I will miss] the self-deprecating humor/culture of the school. It’s nice that 

we can have both spirit/some school equivalent of patriotism but also ac-

knowledge the problems with our city/school/local culture.

Susan Eiben
“[I have been] layout editor for three years.”

“No matter how busy or behind we were on schedule while working on the Beachcomber, 

there was always something said that would make everyone stop and laugh. Whether it was 

Max Bleich’s inappropriate humor (which is not appropriate to publish) or inside jokes from 

articles, we always managed to have fun.”

“I’ll miss seeing my friends and favorite teachers.”
Image by Raquel Wu


