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Spirit Week Gallery of Success Standardized Testing Heroin Hits 
Cuyahoga County

Spring Sports

By Cathy Perloff
Editor-in-Chief

Freshman Jack Spero and the step team show off their moves during BHS’s annual talent show, held Apr. 10 and 11 at the BMS auditorium. See Pg. 10 for more White & Gold coverage. 
Photos by Soliana Goldrich and Bradford Douglass.

Junior Jon Shap-
iro’s rhetoric stood 
out on the morning of 
Thursday, April 10. He 
was running for Stu-
dent Body Executive 
President, the apex of 
the Student Council 
(StuCo) hierarchy. 

In an election where 
the other candidates 
advertised personal 
leadership qualities 
like experience and 
commitment, Shapiro 
did not mention his 
current role as Junior 
Class President once. 
In an election where 
candidates focused on 
creating a support net-
work for the students, 
Shapiro focused on 
policy.

“When you go to 
the tables to vote, you 
should ask yourself 
who is going to be the 
best for you ...” he said.

Shapiro ultimately 
lost the election to ju-
nior Caroline Stern, 
whose speech empha-
sized creating a school 
community where ev-
eryone feels secure. 
Her mission was more 
consistent with the 
Student Council’s for-
mal purpose, stated 

in the preamble of its 
constitution. Accord-
ing to this document, 
StuCo’s intention is 
“to assist in the man-
agement of the school 
by promoting gen-
eral welfare, develop-
ing attitudes of, and 
practicing in, good 
citizenship, inform-
ing and involving the 
student body in school 
activities, and promot-
ing school spirit and 
pride.”

Shapiro’s deviation 
from tradition and his 
ultimate failure to con-
vince the student body 
of his vision raises sev-
eral interesting ques-
tions about the power 
of StuCo at BHS. As a 
new student govern-
ment is ushered in, Stu-
dent Council’s role and 
importance become 
increasingly important 
issues to consider. 

Currently, StuCo’s 
role is to sustain stu-
dent life and provide 
a support network for 
students, mainly by 
encouraging school 
spirit and attendance 
at events. 

“Without the Stu-
dent Council, school 
would lack school 
spirit,” Class of 2014 

representative Saman-
tha Tall said. “Without 
the Student Council, 
school would be a mis-
erable place with no 
one to represent the 
student voice.”

In speeches and 
written responses to 
Beachcomber ques-
tions, most 2014-2015 
Executive Board mem-
bers mentioned con-
tinuing one of StuCo’s 
traditional roles. 

“My goals are for 
the student body to 
feel more comfort-
able in the high school 
and less insecure,” 
wrote Stern in one of 
these responses. “We 
definitely need more 
spirit. Emphasizing 
sporting events and 

academic events will 
help with that a lot.”

However, Shapiro 
sees StuCo as an organ 
for student voice in 
policy. 

“In Ohio, adults 
vote for school board 
members and adults 
vote for policies that 
directly affect stu-
dents. There’s no rep-
resentation in that sys-
tem except for Student 
Council. That’s where 
we can come in,” Sha-
piro said.

Others agree with 
Shapiro’s vision. 

“I think they should 
represent student in-
terests to the board,” 
said senior Amit Flank.

Both interpreta-
tions of StuCo’s role 

can find support in the 
BHS Student Coun-
cil Constitution, last 
amended in 2009. It 
stipulates StuCo’s du-
ties as recommend-
ing policies, acting on 
questions related to 
student activities, in-
vestigating any admin-
istrator’s questions, 
and investigating stu-
dent concerns. Ad-
ditionally, the Execu-
tive Board President 
attends School Board 
meetings as an “ex-
officio representative.” 

“I think our Student 
Council president sit-
ting on the Board is 
a huge thing because 
not only does he repre-
sent the students, but 
has direct access to the 
decision makers,” said 
Student Activities Co-
ordinator Craig Alex-
ander.

Yet according to 
senior and outgoing 
Executive Board Presi-
dent Wes Darvin, the 
president does not rec-
ommend or give opin-
ions on policies to the 
Board. “I obviously 
represent people in 
the school and express 
opinions, but [my po-
sition on the Board is] 
more of a polling ser-

vice than it is an actual 
input service,” Darvin 
said. “It’s a much small-
er role than that, and it 
would be really cool to 
expand it to something 
bigger, but it’s not.”

“[The president’s] 
job has not been nec-
essarily to recommend 
or change anything but 
rather just to report on 
what’s occurring,” said 
Shapiro. “And frankly, 
that isn’t very produc-
tive.” One of Shapiro’s 
stated goals if elected 
would have been to 
use his position on the 
School Board to advo-
cate for policies stu-
dents care about.

In fact, some edu-
cational philosophers 
have argued that stu-
dents should have an 
equal voice in shaping 
their own educational 
environment. British 
educator A.S. Neill felt 
adult involvement was 
corrupting to a child’s 
moral development 
and developed the 
Summerhill School in 
England with a model 
of total student self-
governance, according 
to Summerhill’s web-
site. There are schools 
and colleges that have 
Cont’d on Pg. 2

“Wild,Wild” White & Gold Displays Wide Range of Talent  

Class Elections Today: Should Student Council Have More Power?  

While running for Exec. Board President, junior Jon Shapiro 
called to expand the role of Student Council. 
Photo by Bradford Douglass.
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The long court bat-
tle continues between 
the Beachwood City 
School District and 
the Cleveland Clinic’s 
Family Health & Sur-
gery Center over the 
issue of tax-exempt 
status.

The case came back 
into the news in late 
Feb., when Ohio Tax 
Commissioner Joseph 
Testa changed his 
opinion to side with 
the Clinic against the 
school district.

Beachwood Board 
of Education President 
Mitchel Luxenburg ex-
plained the district’s 
position.

“The school [dis-
trict] still maintains 
that the Cleveland 
Clinic should not be 
exempt for property 
tax purposes. The 
commissioner chang-
ing his position does 
not change the school 
district’s,” he said.

Clinic attorneys 
have argued that the 
hospital chain is a 
nonprofit organization 
and therefore should 
not have to pay tax-
es to the Beachwood 
School District for 
money earned at the 
Cedar Rd. location.

The school district, 
represented by the 

law firm of Brindza, 
McIntyre and Seed, 
argues that the Clinic 
location on Cedar Rd. 
has never qualified as 
a nonprofit organiza-
tion.

The district main-
tains that the Clinic 
owes 8 million dollars, 
the sum of all the taxes 
the Clinic has not paid.

According to Lux-
enburg, the school dis-
trict did not pick this 
fight.

“[The] Cleveland 
Clinic was seeking to 
be exempt for prop-
erty tax purposes,” he 
said. “This was back 
in 2005. At that time, 
[Testa] rejected their 
applications. The 
Cleveland Clinic ap-
pealed the decision; 
therefore, the school 
became a party to that 
case. We did not ini-
tiate anything. The 
school has to defend 
the decision of the tax 
commissioner.”

Luxenburg ex-
plained that through 
years of litigation, the 
tax commissioner sid-
ed with Beachwood. 
After the most recent 
trial early this year, the 
tax commissioner’s of-
fice filed a post hearing 
brief, or a summary 
of their arguments, 
changing their opinion 
and now officially sid-
ing with the Clinic.

It is not unusual for 
municipalities to chal-
lenge the tax exempt 
status of medical cen-
ters. In 2003, a Butler 
County kidney dialy-
sis clinic was denied 
tax exemption on the 
basis that it did not 
qualify as a nonprofit 
organization.

In a 2010 ruling 
on the Butler County 
case, the Ohio Su-
preme Court passed 
new guidelines stat-
ing three factors that 
an organization must 
meet in order to qual-
ify as tax exempt:

“First … the provi-
sion of free, unreim-
bursed care consti-
tutes an essential part 
of a tax-exemption 
claim for a healthcare-
services provider,” 

Justice Judith Ann 
Lanzinger wrote. “Sec-
ond … the use of prop-
erty in charitable pur-
suits … qualifies for 
tax exemption. Third 
… a charity or gift to 
patients. [Corpora-
tions must] admit and 
treat a patient who has 
no ability to pay.”

The definition of 
a nonprofit is key to 
deciding this case. An 
attorney for the Ohio 
Hospitals Association 
who is not affiliated 
with this case, Sean 
McGlone, has a differ-
ent definition:

“I would say that a 
nonprofit is an entity 
that does not turn its 
profits over to individ-
ual owners or share-
holders,” he said. “The 
revenues that you de-

rive as a nonprofit gets 
pumped into the mis-
sion of the organiza-
tion or any other com-
munity goods.”

McGlone believes 
the Clinic is a nonprof-
it organization, and 
should be tax exempt.

“Absolutely,” he 
said, “[The Clinic] pro-
vides millions of dol-
lars every year in free 
care to the indigent 
and poor, millions of 
dollars in uncompen-
sated care to patients 
who can’t afford to pay 
their bills, to research, 
to train future posi-
tions [and] they treat 
medicare and medic-
aid patients, and they 
are not wholly reim-
bursed.”

“I think that under 
standards for tax ex-
emption that the Ohio 
Supreme Court has es-
tablished… the Clinic 
ought to prevail in the 
case,” McGlone said.

According to Beach-
wood City School Dis-
trict Treasurer and 
CFO Michele Mills, the 
Clinic is not a nonprof-
it organization.

“[A nonprofit orga-
nization is] one that 
is charitable in nature 
and benefits society,” 
she said. “A portion 
of our case [argues] 
that the Family Health 
Center on Cedar Rd.–
as far as we can tell–

doesn’t give a lot of 
charity.”

Mills also said that 
patients who try to 
make an appointment 
at the Family Health 
Center and do not 
have insurance are 
required to meet with 
a financial counselor 
before making the ap-
pointment.

“We also felt that 
the Cedar Rd. facil-
ity did not serve many 
people without the 
capacity to pay either 
via insurance or out of 
pocket,” Mills said.

If Beachwood wins 
the case, Mills ex-
plained the additional 
money would have an 
impact beyond Beach-
wood.

“It would impact the 
city and the county,” 
she said. “It would pay 
salaries and benefits 
and purchase books 
and equipment. The 
Board may want to use 
the money for a large 
purchase, or use the 
money to delay going 
back to the taxpayers 
for an operating levy. 
There would be a great 
deal of discussion on 
how the money would 
be best used to benefit 
our students.”

Neither the Cleve-
land Clinic nor the 
Ohio Department of 
Taxation would com-
ment on the case.

Tax Commisioner Sides with Clinic Regarding Taxes to District

strong traditions 
founded on democratic 
education, including 
H.B. Woodlawn in Ar-
lington, VA, University 
High School in Chicago 
and Haverford College 
in Pennsylvania. 

Yet these schools 
are the exception, not 
the norm. “Student 
Councils by and large 
do not seem what they 
once were, and I think 
part of that is [be-
cause] national prin-
cipal associations have 

slowly watered down 
what they should in-
volve,” Wayne Brasler, 
journalism adviser at 
Chicago’s University 
High School, wrote in 
an Email. 

According to an 
editorial written in a 
recent issue of Solon 
High School’s news-
paper The Courier, So-
lon Student Council’s 
main role is similar to 
that of BHS StuCo.

Although some may 
want Student Council 
to be more involved in 
policy, it is not clear 
that it should be. 

“Just because we 
have seen a big drop 
in attendance over the 
years, the main objec-
tive for me has not been 
to expand our already-
stretched student base, 
but to increase student 
attendance at events,” 
Darvin said. 

If Student Council 
were not involved in 
student life, but di-
verted all of its atten-
tion to student policy, 
it is not clear if events 
such as homecoming 
and spirit week would 
exist at all. 

“I’d be hard pressed 

to find an adult who 
wanted to plan all 
those events. It’s not 
their homecoming. 
Why would they care 
about it?” said Darvin. 
“It’s my firm belief 
that without Student 
Council’s efforts, we 
would lose lots of these 
events.”

Furthermore, it is 
unclear if BHS Student 
Council has the means 
to assume this kind of 
policy role. According 
to Alexander, over the 
course of his seven-
year tenure as adviser, 
the nature of Student 

Council has changed 
as students have got-
ten busier. 

“There are speeches 
people give and plans 
they make, and then 
there’s the reality of 
being a senior in high 
school. Those things 
don’t always coincide. 
Once the college pro-
cess starts, that takes 
over, as it should,” he 
said. 

 Another obsta-
cle StuCo faces is the 
relationship with the 
administration. 

“I feel we are not 
listened to as well as 

we could be [by the] 
administration... It’s 
a two-way street with 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n , ” 
Stern said, noting that 
both Student Council 
and the administra-
tion can complicate 
logistics. 

“I see Student Coun-
cil as vital for being a 
voice of the students, 
but also important to 
running the things the 
students rely on,” Al-
exander said.

“Without [StuCo  events], 
you have an incomplete 
high school experience,” 
Darvin said.

Role of StuCo 
Cont’d from pg. 1

Several events were held in the pool including a beach ball 
dolphin race, a fully-dressed swimming relay and a biggest splash 
contest. 

The school-wide relay race featured curriculum-based questions 
from academic departments as well as a wheelbarrow race, free 
throws and other physical activities. 

The traditional games of dodgeball and jollyball are always 
among the most popular events.

Class of 2014 Wins Spirit Week With 38,000 Points
Photos by Bradford Douglass; Captions by Sri Vidya Uppalapati 

By Dalia Zullig 
Online Editor-in-Chief

The Beachwood City School District argues that the Cleveland 
Clinic location on Cedar Rd. has never qualified as a nonprofit 
organization.  Photo by Grant Gravagna. 
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She leads one of the 
largest police depart-
ments in the nation. 
She is responsible for 
thousands of officers. 
She works each day to 
serve and protect San 
Diego’s estimated 1.3 
million people. 

She’s also a BHS 
alumna. 

On Feb. 26, BHS 
Class of 1977 graduate 
Shelley Zimmerman 
was named the chief 
of the San Diego Police 
Department -- the first 
female chief in the de-
partment’s history. 

The “high stan-
dards” of the school 
and the community 
prepared Zimmerman 
well for her future, 
she said. “It was ex-
pected that everybody 
there would succeed 
… It was expected you 
would never settle for 
second best.” 

In high school, she 
was a member of the 
school band, swim 
team, track team, and 
was captain of the 
girls’ basketball team. 

Zimmerman, a 
1985 BHS Gallery of 
Success inductee, at-
tributed part of her 
success to BHS teach-
ers, including then-
United States History 
teacher Gail Brewster, 
who now works in the 
district’s athletics de-

partment and often 
serves as a substitute 
teacher. 

“[She was] an ex-
cellent student … fully 
involved with Beach-
wood activities,” Brew-
ster said in a recent 
phone interview. “She 
was … a good person 
and people liked her.”

Z i m m e r m a n ’ s 
brother, Rob, said he 
is “thrilled” about his 
sister’s promotion. 
“I’m very proud of her 
… She absolutely de-
serves this [and] will 
do a great job,” he said.

“[We] do our very 
best to make a terrible 
situation better for 
those involved,” Zim-
merman said of the 
32-year career. 

Zimmerman has 
held numerous posi-
tions within the SDPD, 
including field lieuten-
ant, bodyguard for 
then-mayor Maureen 
O’Connor, and cap-
tain of the beaches and 
bays assignment.

Zimmerman re-
lated that individuals 
whom she has arrested 
in the past have con-
tacted her years later 
to let her know the 
words she once shared 
with them have helped 
to improve their lives. 

While Zimmer-
man cited the upsides 
of working in law en-
forcement, she also ac-
knowledged the more 

tragic aspects of her 
career; the worst, Zim-
merman said, is being 
given the task of con-
veying a death notice 
to the family of an of-
ficer killed in the line 
of duty - something 
Zimmerman said she 
has had to do on more 
than one occasion. 

However, while 
Zimmerman said offi-
cers should not dwell 
on the tragedies, it is 
important to have the 
possibility in the back 
of one’s mind. 

“It’s good to have 

fear, because it keeps 
you safe,” she said. 

Though Zimmer-
man has only been the 
top dog of the depart-
ment for a few months, 
she said she has al-
ready made progress 
on accomplishing her 
goals. 

Zimmerman ad-
mitted that, over the 
last few years, the San 
Diego community’s 
trust in the SDPD has 
“eroded away” due to 
several cases of officer 
misconduct. 

However, Zimmer-

man defended the 
majority of her offi-
cers, explaining that 
thousands serve every 
day “with honor, dis-
tinction, [and] profes-
sionalism.” “Yet, a few 
have made the deci-
sion to discredit this 
badge and this hon-
orable, noble profes-
sion,” she said. 

Zimmerman said 
the department has 
taken steps to combat 
the loss of trust, in-
cluding sending SDPD 
representatives to over 
140 community meet-
ings per month city-
wide. 

She said her vision 
for the department is 
clear. “One San Diego, 
one city, all of us work-
ing together,” empha-
sizing that San Di-
ego should be a place 
where all can “live in 
harmony and in safety 
… and we can do this if 
all of us work togeth-
er.” 

“We’ll be the safest 
large city in all of the 
nation,” Zimmerman 
said. 

In addition, Zim-
merman said the de-
partment has over 600 
volunteers, along with 
neighborhood watch 
programs, Crime Stop-
pers, and a program 
for school children in 
the community. 

Zimmerman said 
the department is in 

the “testing phase” of 
body-worn cameras. 

“Body-worn cam-
eras keep officers ac-
countable, but also 
holds the public ac-
countable,” she said. 
She added that several 
other police depart-
ments have seen eth-
ics complaints drop by 
80% and the demean-
or of the public toward 
officers have “greatly 
improved” as well. 

The department 
has also suffered from 
racial profiling issues, 
Zimmerman said. 

“Even if there’s one 
person who believes 
[the department exer-
cises racial profiling], 
that’s one too many,” 
she said. 

Officer recruitment 
and retention will be 
another area of focus, 
as she explained half 
of the department is 
eligible to retire within 
the next four years. 

“I believe people 
in Beachwood should 
be very proud of what 
she has done,” Rob 
Zimmerman said. Her 
values were shaped 
in her hometown, he 
said. “The community 
should be proud.”

“She really was one 
of those kids you don’t 
forget, and I think 
other teachers who 
had her would say the 
same,” Brewster said.

On Friday April 11, 
the renovated high 
school building wit-
nessed its first Gallery 
of Success ceremony. 

The ceremony his-
torically takes place 
every three years. But 
due to the renova-
tion over the past few 
years, the inductions 
were delayed to this 
year.

The first Gallery 
of Success ceremony 
took place in 1985, 
and Paula Rollins, vol-
unteer coordinator for 
the Gallery, has been 
organizing the event 
for 11 years.

Doug Levin, di-
rector of marketing 
and development for 
the Beachwood City 
Schools, helped Rol-
lins throughout those 
three steps. 

Rollins explained 
that anyone who has 
graduated from BHS 
can be nominated for 
the Gallery of Suc-

cess. Nominees must 
submit a packet full of 
pictures, testimonials, 
publications and let-
ters of recommenda-
tion. The only restric-
tion is that one cannot 
nominate a relative. 

Once the committee 
receives the submis-
sions, usually 40-50 
packets, the selection 
process begins. Roll-
ins said she tries to get 
a diverse group of 20 
people to join the se-
lection committee.

Rollins identified 
three things the com-
mittee was looking 
for: “Courage or hu-
manitarianism...” she 
said, “...a career that 
benefits other people, 
it’s not just what your 
job is, it’s something 
above and beyond 
the normal everyday 
thing.” 

The selection com-
mittee agrees on a 
maximum of 10 in-
ductees.

While Levin and 
Rollins are contact-
ing the inductees, they 

must also plan the ac-
tual weekend. 

On Friday, the day 
was packed with ac-
tivities.

“We do a conti-
nental breakfast in 
the morning,” Rollins 
said. “This is for the 
inductees and their 
guests, [as well as] the 
administration. The 
[student escorts] greet 
them right in the front 
hall. [The inductees] 
then got interviewed 
by the TV production 

class. After that, there 
is the assembly, then 
there is a luncheon … 
After that is the meet 
and greet in the after-
noon.”

On Saturday, the 
Beachwood Schools 
Foundation hosted an 
event dedicated to the 
inductees. This year, 
the event was held at 
Temple Tifereth-Isra-
el. 

As attendees walked 
in, there was a soft yel-
low light, and guests 

were welcomed by 
sophomore Paul Corty 
and senior Josh Harf, 
who played Vivaldi’s 
double-cello concerto 
in G minor. 

The room was set 
up elegantly with host-
esses and a red carpet. 
Between two rows of 
white and gold bal-
loons, guests mingled 
at tall tables covered 
in a black cloth, with 
the inductees spread  
across the room.

Servers circulated 
the room with hors 
d’oeuvres and cham-
pagne. People were 
laughing, joking and of 
course, remembering. 

Inductees shared 
fond memories of their 
time at BHS with The 
Beachcomber.

“My favorite mem-
ories include senior 
biology class...” wrote 
Michael Abrams, a 
NASA geologist, in 
an email. “... also, be-
ing statistician for the 
football and basketball 
teams”  

Inductee Judi Feni-

ger, an arts and fund-
raising executive, said 
some of her favorite 
memories are ordinary 
things.

“English, Spanish 
and choir...  lunch in 
the cafeteria, the level 
of noise and energy 
only allowed there,” 
she said, “football and 
basketball games…in-
troduction to classic 
books and thinking for 
myself… homecom-
ing and prom... much 
laughter, some teen 
angst and the concept 
of time as endless.”   

According to Rol-
lins, the event could 
not have gone better.  

“I thought it went 
great,” she said. “See-
ing it all come togeth-
er, as far as I was con-
cerned, it was a perfect 
day. You’re coordi-
nating all these little 
things and when you 
see it come together 
as this big thing, it was 
wonderful.” 

BHS Grad Named Chief of San Diego Police Dept.  
By Grant Gravagna 
News Editor 

The “high standards” of the school and the community prepared 
Zimmerman well for her future, she said. Photo courtesey of  San 
Diego Police Department. 

Behind the Scenes at the Gallery of Success 
By Dalia Zullig 
Online Editor-in-Chief

Principal Ed Klein, Senior Hannah Feldman and Board of Edu-
cation President Mitchel Luxenburg honor Jennifer Litvak as an 
inductee into the Gallery of Success. Photo by Jonah Rubenstein.
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By Brenna Rosen
Staff Writer

Since the mid-19th 
century, standardized 
tests have been an in-
tegral part of Ameri-
can education. 

However, concerns 
began in 1906 when 
the New York State De-
partment of Education 
expressed to the state 
legislature the “evil” of 
wasting instructional 
time on drilling for 
tests, according to The 
Washington Post. 

Modern-day critics 
claim the tests do not 
measure important 
life skills such as criti-
cal thinking. However, 
standardized tests can 
provide information 
about students more 
efficiently and provide 
a common metric be-
tween school systems; 
they show college ad-
missions officers the 
difference between an 
‘A’ at Beachwood and 
an ‘A’ at a less rigorous 

school.  
Standardized tests 

have been used for col-
lege admissions since 
at least 1926, when the 
SAT was developed, 
but use increased dra-
matically since George 
W. Bush signed the No 
Child Left Behind Act 
in 2002, which man-
dates testing in all 50 
states annually.  

In 2009, the Obama 
administration an-
nounced Race to the 
Top, a program that 
is meant “to encour-
age and reward states 
for enacting educa-
tion policies that the 
Obama administration 
believes will improve 
students’ results, build 
school and school sys-
tems’ capacities and 
increase school sys-
tems’ productivity and 
effectiveness,” accord-
ing to stateimpact.npr.
org. 

Beachwood has cho-

sen to opt into this pro-
gram. 

Since 2009, 44 
states have signed 
on to the new Com-
mon Core standards 
and are moving to-
wards implementation 
of end-of-year tests 
based on the new cur-
riculum, according to 
the Common Core web 
site.

Following this 
strong national push 
towards standard-
ized tests, the Col-
lege Board recently 
announced drastic 
changes to the SAT 
in order to better as-
sess what students are 
learning in school. 

In this issue, The 
Beachcomber poses 
the question, are stan-
dardized tests doing 
more harm or good?  

Suppose three boys take a test 
on the same day. One is a 16-year-
old from a wealthy private school, 
another a 16-year-old from a less 
fortunate public school and the 
third is a 16-year-old middle-class 
boy who attends a typical subur-
ban public school. 

Each of these students have a 
3.75 GPA, play a school sport and 
advocates for animal rights. But 
not all of these students put in the 
same amount of work. One works 
his hardest for all four years of 
high school and earns high grades 
in difficult classes, one puts in 
minimal effort in classes he finds 
easy and one completely slacks 
off.  

Colleges looking at these ap-
plications would not be able to 
see what a 3.75 means at different 
schools, unless all those students 
have taken a test mandated by the 
same organization at the same 
level of difficulty with the same 
resources.  

The Scholastic Aptitude Test 
(SAT) was created in order for 
colleges to grade applicants on a 
common scale. According to Col-
lege Board, the SAT is “the na-
tion’s most widely used college 
admission exam,” which is “de-
signed to assess your academic 
readiness for college.”  

However, opponents of the 
tests claim they are poor mea-
sures of learning because they 
cover only a few key subjects; oth-
ers fear the the tests discriminate 
against certain students, and then 
there are those who believe the 
tests are just too expensive for 
families of test-takers. Reading, 
writing and math are key com-
ponents of education and always 
have been, so those are obvious 
ways to measure the aptitude of 
each student. Fee waivers make 
taking a standardized test such as 

the SAT an option for even low-
income students, and allow them 
the same opportunities as more 
wealthy families. 

Michelle Rhee, Chief Execu-
tive of StudentsFirst and former 
chancellor of D.C. Public Schools, 
pointed out in a Washington Post 
editorial, “it’s not inconceivable 
for a student to be receiving all As 
and Bs on her report card but still 
be stuck far behind her peers in 
other districts and states.” 

Without standardized testing, 
parents, teachers and principals 
have no idea how their students 
compare to those across the coun-
try.  

The College Board recently an-
nounced changes to the SAT in 
order to improve the test’s effec-
tiveness in assessing college and 
career preparedness. According 
to the College Board’s website, 
changes to the test will include 
more relevant vocabulary, synthe-
sis and analysis, and “problems 
grounded in real-world contexts.” 

The math sections “will fea-
ture multistep applications to 
solve problems in science, social 
science, [and] career scenarios,” 
making the test more applicable 
to real life. With these new chang-
es, students will be tested on more 
useful knowledge and will not 
have to spend nearly as much time 
learning just for the test.  

“Standardized tests are de-
signed to enable us to compare 
the performance of students in a 
relatively efficient way,”  wrote 
Harvard professor Daniel Koretz. 

Standardized testing is a non-
exclusive way to measure student 
achievement while eliminating the 
bias of traditional grades. A test 
that focuses on the core subjects 
of a student’s education while giv-
ing everyone an equal opportunity 
is a great resource, and one that 
our educational system needs.  

Since college admissions have 
become more competitive in re-
cent years, universities have put 
more weight on standardized tests 
to evaluate the quality of appli-
cants. Most admissions offices do 
not interview applicants or place 
much weight on essays and rec-
ommendations; far too much is 
determined by mindless compari-
son of test scores.

Standardized tests, such as the 
ACT and SAT, are useful in dem-
onstrating the general problem-
solving and learning skills needed 
for professional careers. However, 
the weight that college admissions 
officers place on the tests puts un-
necessary pressure on students. 

Advanced Placement students 
study all year long in preparation 
f0r a three to four hour AP Exam 
that determines their ability in 
the respective subject. The Na-
tional Research Council study of 
AP courses and tests proclaimed 
them as a “mile wide and an inch 
deep.” Their aptness in evaluating 
a student’s intellect to deduce and 
problem-solve is more than lim-
ited. Rather, students are forced 
to memorize facts, plug in equa-
tions, or develop cheap strategies 
to earn their 5’s.

Furthermore, the constant em-
phasis on test scores overshadows 
other representations of students’ 
ability to perform in real life situ-
ations and work environments. 
As education is reduced to sim-
plistic evaluation measures, a 
well-rounded education is lost. 
Teachers are forced to overlook 
the research-based and indepen-
dent thinking aspects of learning 

in order to cater to the units of the 
AP Exams. 

Moreover, college admissions 
should not depend on such stan-
dardized evaluations.

However counterintuitive it 
may seem, colleges should pay a 
little more attention to the sub-
jective portions of the application 
such as interviews and essays. The 
false objectivity of test scores and 
grades filters out a pool of strong-
ly-driven students with high po-
tential.

 In this test-obsessed age, edu-
cation has, to a great degree, been 
transformed into little more than 
a means of teaching students how 
to pass tests and to graduate to the 
next step of life. Much of Ameri-
ca’s internationally-admired edu-
cation system has been exchanged 
for a simpler way to sort students 
in a hierarchy. 

This system weakens our coun-
try’s ability to produce visionaries 
and transcendent minds. Many 
teachers are forced to adjust their 
curricula (such as for the AP ex-
ams) in order to prepare students 
for tests, rather than providing 
useful knowledge with real-world 
application. Students lose inter-
est, productivity decreases, and 
the overall quality of education is 
consequently hindered.

By creating exams that cater to 
students’ fields of interest, colleg-
es can evaluate students by their 
strengths. Rather than monoto-
nous focus on tested knowledge, 
teachers could provide more in-
teresting and relevant lessons so 
that education could actually aid 
students in becoming what they 
really want to be.

By Kaustav Malik
Staff Writer

Image by Monica Colmenares

Are Standardized Tests a Worthwhile Measure? 
By Naomi Grant
Opinion Editor 

Test-Obsession Limits Creativity 
and National Competitiveness

Standardized Tests Provide Fair 
Comparison Between Students
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In the vast road expe-
rience I have had since I 
first started learning to 
drive two summers ago 
(besides the 15 years 
I had spent looking 
out the window before 
that) I have experienced 
many stupid drivers and 
pedestrians.  I’ve seen 
not one, but two cars 
heading west on Shak-
er East, tailgating each 
other, and people trying 
to jaywalk across a busy 
road at a green light.

Many people have 
a license regardless of 
their skills at driving. 
If you are one of those 
who needs a refresher 
on the driving rules, 
never fear.  I have 
summarized and pro-
vided my own inter-
pretation below.

1. The Speed Limit:  
If the speed limit is, 
for example, 35 miles 

per hour, that means 
that going slower than 
30 mph, assuming 
no traffic is impeding 
your speed, will earn 
you honks, nasty com-
ments and will elicit 
violent feelings in oth-
er drivers. 

2.Sidewalks, Roads, 
Parking Lots and Their 
Proper Uses: You (or 
your parents) pay taxes 
to the city of Beach-
wood so that it can pro-
vide its citizens with 
sidewalks. Use them! 
Don’t make me slow 
down before I have to 
be somewhere, just be-
cause there is a puddle 
or two on the sidewalk.  

Many people seem 
to think that South 
Woodland is an excel-
lent place to jog.  They 
are wrong.  Why? Be-
cause most of South 
Woodland does not 
have sidewalks.  There 
are so many other, 

better places to jog. 
Beachwood Park West 
is a mere half a mile 
away. I don’t drive 
on the sidewalk; you 
shouldn’t walk on the 
road.  

Likewise, parking 
lots and driveways are 
for parking. Please do 
not challenge my moral 
standards by standing 
in the middle of a park-
ing lot or worse, the 
middle of a road talking 
to a friend (I did see this 
happen once) and make 
me wait for you to finish 
your conversation. Walk 
on the outermost side of 
the lane or road so that 
cars can continue to 
drive and the world can 
continue to turn.

3. Life Lessons from 
Preschool That Help 
With Driving: Remem-
ber when your pre-
school teacher taught 
you to color inside the 
lines?  (S)he was on to 

something there. If you 
drive somewhere with 
limited parking spaces 
and you plan to be there 
for a while, please be a 
nice person and park 
inside the lines.  Stay-
ing within the lines is a 
lesson that comes back 
later in life, much like 
addition and subtrac-
tion and the fact that 
your hands will hurt if 
you don’t wear gloves 
when it’s 10 degrees.

4. Your Very Own 
Performance Hall: The 
car is an excellent place 
to sing like no one can 
hear you. One caveat-
-make sure that no one 
can actually hear you, 
i.e. ensure that your 
windows are rolled up. 
Otherwise, people will 
judge. Hard.

5. Overbeke Driving 
School: Lastly, learn 
from Mr. Overbeke at 
those ten glorious ses-
sions of driver’s ed. He 

delivers fascinating 
lectures on loads of im-
portant things, some 
of which are about 
driving. For exam-
ple, had I not gone to 
Overbeke, I wouldn’t 
know that Margaret 
Hamilton, who played 
the Wicked Witch of 
the West in the Wizard 
of Oz movie, is a grad-
uate of Hathaway-
Brown or that nearly 
every single student at 
Orange High School is 
on the honor roll. This 
begs the question; 
where would I be with-

out Overbeke Driving 
School?

Unfortunately, no 
matter how many 
hours one spends in a 
driving school class-
room or taking in-car 
lessons, these lessons 
just don’t get through 
to some people.  Peo-
ple will always make 
poor choices--as both 
drivers and pedestri-
ans. However, hope-
fully people can con-
sider how it feels to be 
held up by stupidity 
before they decide to 
block other drivers.

Rules of the Road: How to Drive Without Making Others Irate 
By Naomi Grant
Opinion Editor 

As Student Coun-
cil class elections ap-
proach, many students 
wearily think about the 
multitude of speech-
es promising school 
spirit and an awesome 
prom. While it may be 
easy to blame the can-
didates for this repeti-
tiveness, the problem 
lies within the system 
itself. 

Student Council for 
many years has func-
tioned as the organi-
zational force behind 

student life, not as an 
enactor of policy. It 
does not even have a 
voice in administrative 
and School Board dis-
cussions. The student 
body president’s seat 
at the Board of Educa-
tion provides an op-
portunity for real rep-
resentation. However, 
this role has usually 
been used to merely 
inform administrators 
of school events rather 
than offering a genu-
ine opinion.

This is not to say 
that Student Council’s 

current role is not im-
portant. Events like 
prom and spirit week 
bring levity and com-
munity to BHS, and 
without these func-
tions, school would 
probably be much 
more stressful, cliqu-
ish and unpleasant. 
But it is of at least 
equal importance that 
Student Council advo-
cates on the behalf of 
the students to the ad-
ministration.

America’s demo-
cratic character often 
seeps into the pro-

ceedings of many or-
ganizations, yet BHS is 
an exception. Students 
get a limited voice in 
the hiring of the prin-
cipal, but most school 
policy-makers are ap-
pointed without stu-
dent consent. While 
the School Board is 
elected, it is chosen 
by parents and Beach-
wood residents, not 
the students that are 
the ones directly af-
fected by School Board 
policy. It may be rea-
sonable for students to 
have less policy-mak-
ing power than adults, 
due to their relative 
immaturity. What is 
not reasonable is that 
students get no voice 
at all.

Students could 
have benefitted from a 
voice in administrative 
proceedings a number 
of issues recently. The 
Student Council could 
have been involved 
in the AP course roll-
out last year. Many 
students this year felt 
themselves in a bind; 
they desired more rig-
or than a regular-level 
class without the in-
tense stress of AP, but 
no honors option was 
offered. This could 
have been prevented 
if students had a vote 
in the scheduling pro-
cess.

 Another example 

of an issue students 
care about, yet have 
no power over, is dress 
code. Many girls this 
year were told they 
could not wear crop 
tops to school. More-
over, girls at foot-
ball games dressed in 
sports bras were told 
to cover up. Students 
had no power to con-
trol the policy regard-
ing their own clothes. 

 Of course, Student 
Council faces legiti-
mate roadblocks to 
exercising this power. 
Student opinion is not 
always unified. Stu-
dent Council may lack 
the members and re-
sources to figure out 
what students want 
and could already be 
taxed with their cur-
rent obligations. At 
first, students may be 
reluctant to share their 
viewpoints.

But just because 
obstacles exist does 
not mean they cannot 
be overcome. It would 
take an outpouring of 
effort and dedication 
from Student Council 
leaders. It would take 
a mobilization of the 
student body to shed 
the vestiges of apa-
thy and start caring 
about their school and 
community. It would 
take a realization that 
democracy isn’t only 
for grown ups, that 
we can and ought to 
have a voice in the de-
cisions defining our 
lives.

 It would take all 
of us getting outside 
ourselves. In a small 
school where many 
students participate 
in school activities, it 
can be done. It’s just a 
matter of when. 

Freshmen               Sophomores

Gallery of Success?
Cartoon by Declan Sarlson

Juniors               Seniors

College  Student     College Grad

By  Beachcomber Staff

Student Council Should Have Greater Voice

I need a 
job.



Everything You Need to Know About Prom: A to Z
After Prom

Boutonniere &          

Corsage

Dress

Elaborate Proposals

Food

Group Photos

Hanging out with Friends

It’s my Jam!

Just Dance

Know About the Breathalyzer

Limo

Matching Outfits

“Some of the activities include: Rock The House DJ and Dancers, Human Foosball, Photo Booth, Casino Tables, Bungee 
Basketball, and lots more. Every senior will leave After Prom with a gift. A few of the big prizes up for grabs are a 32” 
Samsung LED TV, HP 2000 Notebook PC, Beats PILL, Beats Solo, Alex & Ani Bracelets and tons of gift cards i.e. Knuth’s, 
Studio MZ Salon, Mulhulland & Sachs, Piada, Pure Barre.” -PTO parent Kim Moss, organizer of after-prom.

“Prom is a special night, people should wear whatever makes them feel special. as 
long as it’s not too revealing”  -Monique Crosby
“I was told that I can’t wear t-shirt to Prom.” -Lucy Shiffman

Proposals were more elaborate then ever: people used cupcakes, fries, and signs to
write everyone’s four lettter word. Some even hid in their prospective dates’ homes. 

“There will be a buffet for dinner with eggplant parmesan, a chef carved meat , and spaghetti as a main 
dish along with many sides and appetizers. There will also be pastries and dessert. After dinner there will 
be late night appetizers and a smoothie bar.”                 
 -Senior Class President Annie Adelman

“Pre-Prom Pictures will take place from 6:00pm - 7:30pm at Ahuja Medical Center. Please direct students and parents 
to park in the Risman Pavilion lot for easy access to the pond area. In the event of rain they are welcome inside the 
main lobby. All families are welcome.” -Kim Moss

“I don’t think you can broaden your circle. You’ve been friends with the same people. “ -Biral Patel

“We are having Buckeye Sound, the DJ who did last year’s prom as well. We narrowed it down based on reputation and 
reviews, availability, and pricing. Students will, I believe, have the ability to request music given it is school appropriate. 
Otherwise, the DJ will be using music from the top charts.” -Annie Adelman

“I try to [dance]. I would do a little bit of everything. I don’t like the line 
dancing. I wouldn’t want to do the cha-cha slide” -David Bohm

“If students are going to make the choice for a breathalyzer to factor into their eve-
ning, I would prefer they make the choice to stay home. ” 
-Student Activities Coordinator Craig Alexander

“I think it’s cute as long as they aren’t going overboard ” -Monique Crosby

“Know the colors. They’re really more fun and 
interesting if people know the [dress colors] when 
they come in.” -Valerie Schloss, Gali’s Garden 
Center. Pictured flowers are most popular prom 
arrangement.

The average price of two Cleeland comapnies is $989. Luxury doesn’t come cheap! 

Image source: Wikimedia Commons. 

Design by Susan Eiben



Everything You Need to Know About Prom: A to Z
Nearly Graduation

Or not...

Price

Queen

Raffle

Sales

Tuxedo

Updos

Venue

Watch your toes!

X marks the spot

YOLO

Zzzzzzzzz

“We had suggested a sit down dinner and having the aquarium for the night as 
well.” -Annie Adelman

“The tickets are about $50 for prom even if your date does not attend Beachwood. The after-prom committee is 
also requesting a $50 donation (only from Beachwood seniors) to help fund the DJ and prizes. Any other costs 
or fees are of the students own accord (I.e limo, attire, etc.)” -Annie Adelman

“One can become queen or king by having the senior class select 
them.” -Annie Adelman

“Prom will be held at Windows on the River in the Riverview room. We decided to go with this venue due to it’s 
unique location and views. In addition, it was both reasonably priced and met all of our requests and require-
ments.” -Annie Adelman

“The venue is saying they do not want students to dance barefoot. They consider it a health risk because people 
could hurt themselves by walking around barefoot. Bring other shoes if you need to.” -Craig Alexander

“Charcoal is a new and highly reccomended face wash, BB cream- apply at 
night for moisture and better skin complexion and or daily, oil free lotion to 
moisturize skin without all the oils to cause pimples to surface” -Adena Sasson

“I think it’s a huge deal because besides graduation and the graduation 
parties, it’s the last major event we will all be together.” -Monique Crosby

“If you’re there, you will stay awake. ” -Biral Patel. After prom is supposed to end at 3:30 AM. 

$1,139 is the national average spent on prom according to a survey by 
Visa’s US Financial Education. $772 is the average for the region that in-
cludes Wisconsin, Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio.

“Some of the raffle prizes were a TV, Mini Fridge.They gave all the se-
niors a suitcase. There was gift cards to restaurants, like CPK... There 
was a gift basket.” -Soliana Goldrich

1 2 3 4 5

Take a rectangular section in the front of the hair on one side of the head and begin a french braid, but only 
take hair from the front of of the head (1). Once you’ve completed this, finish the braid and style the hair how-
ever you want. You can put it into a side pony tail (2),  high pony tail (3,4), or a side bun (5). Sty;ing by Adena 
Sasson. Photos by Susan Eiben

I think a tuxedo is generally 
the way to go. As long as it’s 
formal attire.”-David Bohm

Senior boys model tuxedos at the White & Gold 
Boutique. Photo by Chad Tindel. 

Image source: Wikimedia Commons. 
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84 residents of 
Cuyahoga County were 
murdered in 2013. 
Heroin killed 195 resi-
dents, and four times 
as many people died 
from heroin in 2012 
than in 2007.

The Cuyahoga Coun-
ty Medical Examiner’s 
office confirms that 
contrary to stereotypes, 
this is not just an inner-
city problem: approxi-
mately 50% of those 
195 deaths were in the 
suburbs.  85.64% of 
the total heroin deaths 
in the county were of 
whites.

“Nobody ever 
takes a drug and 
says ‘I’m gonna 
become a pot-
head,’ or ‘I’m gon-
na become an ad-
dict,’” said Chris 
R u m a - C u l l e n , 
Social Advocates 
for Youth (SAY) 
Director at Belle-
faire JCB,  “but 
there are lots of 
alcoholics and 
addicts and pot-
heads. Nobody 
sets out to do that, 
but a lot of people 
end up that way.”

The City of 
Beachwood made 
four arrests directly 
tied to heroin in 
2013.  However, 
many property 
crimes and shoplift-
ing sprees were also 
related to heroin.

“When you talk 
about our jail pop-
ulation, a significant 
portion of the shoplift-
ers, for example, are 
heroin addicts, or are 
addicted to other types 
of drugs,” said former 
Beachwood Police 
Chief Mark Sechrist, 
interviewed prior to 
his recent resignation.

“Everything from 
robberies to prop-
erty crime, to people 
stripping copper….to 
people stealing a GPS 
or an iPod out of car.  
A lot of the property 
crime seen through-
out the community is 
tied to heroin abuse,” 
said Community and 
Public Affairs Direc-
tor Mike Tobin, who 
works with the US At-
torney of the Northern 
District of Ohio.

Sechrist doesn’t be-
lieve the problem is 
any worse in Beach-
wood than in any of 
the surrounding cities.

“It’s across all the 
suburbs,” he said. “I 
don’t think anybody 

could say one suburb 
has more or less of a 
problem than any oth-
er suburb, so a bigger 
city is going to have 
more cases. Based on 
population, Beach-
wood’s problem is no 
bigger or smaller than 
anyone else’s.”

 
Addiction
Many heroin users 

don’t even set out to 
do illegal drugs, rather 
they start by using le-
gitimately-prescribed 
medicine for a real 
medical issue, such as a 
recovery post surgery.

“A person gradu-
ates to heroin. It can 
start with a legiti-

mate prescription for 
painkillers after knee 
surgery or after back 
surgery,” BHS SAY 
counselor Ronna Pos-
ta said.

Doctors might pre-
scribe far more pills 
than are strictly nec-
essary.

“It’s sort of a cul-
tural or societal belief 
that the first thing we 
do is reach for a pill 
when we are in pain,” 
Ruma-Cullen said.

Drug abuse coun-
selors blame highly-
marketed pain medi-
cation for opening the  
gateway to opiate ad-
diction.

“[People taking 
medicines become] 
addicted to the feel-
ing it causes,” Posta 
said. “It relaxes them, 
it does soothe pain. 

It’s not that they’re 
getting really high; it’s 
not like cocaine. They 
feel a sense of calm.”

 
Complications
Further problems 

arise when the pre-
scription runs out.

“It would appear 
that the addiction 
to prescription pain 
pills has led people to 
switch from pain pills 
to heroin because ap-
parently the pain pills 
are more expensive 
than street heroin,” 
Sechrist explained.

Once a heroin user 
is addicted, he or she 
begins to use it not to 
get high, but to allevi-

ate the pain that comes 
from withdrawal. This 
feels like an especially 
horrible flu.  An ad-
dict will do anything 
to get heroin, which is 
another negative con-
sequence of the drug, 
besides its physical ef-
fects.

“They may lie, they 
may steal, they may 
disappear for periods 
of time, they may not 
be taking care of their 
physical health or men-
tal health,” Posta said, 
noting that everything 
else, including jobs and 
family, can fall to the 
wayside.  All that mat-
ters is the drug.

Heroin dealers and 
addicts have also found 
subtle ways of getting 
the drug. While at a 
party, some people will 
search the medicine 

cabinets at the house 
for opiate medicines, 
painkillers, or anything 
that will satisfy their 
cravings.

“There have been 
reports that during 
open houses, ‘profes-
sional drug seekers’ 
go…with the intent 
that one buddy [will 
talk] to the realtor, 
while the other is go-
ing through bathrooms 
and other drawers 
looking for meds,” Pos-
ta said. She stressed 
that while having ser-
vice people come over 
or even letting visitors 
use the bathroom, it is 
crucial to hide medi-
cines because they 

could end up being 
a source of someone 
else’s addiction.

 
Prevention
Because a full-

fledged heroin addic-
tion often starts out 
innocently with a le-
gitimate prescription 
to pain killers, addic-
tions can be difficult 
to prevent.  However, 
the local community 
is working to combat 
the problem from all 
facets.

“[The US Attorney’s 
office], along with many 
other partners–Judge 
Astrab, Judge Matia, 
the County Sheriff’s of-
fice, and the Cleveland 
Police–have all been 
involved with preven-
tion programs in the 
schools,” Tobin said.  
“[The] head of our drug 

unit, Joe Pinjuh, often 
speaks to schools. It’s 
a big part of what we’re 
trying to do.”

Prevention is not 
100% effective, how-
ever. That’s where law 
enforcement comes in.

“We do our best 
to arrest dealers and 
shut down supply, but 
it takes more than law 
enforcement to shut 
down the demand,” 
Sechrist said.

In Feb., Mexi-
can officials arrested 
Joaquin “El Chapo” 
Guzman, head of the 
Sinaloa Cartel, which 
supplied a large por-
tion of drugs to North-
east Ohio, according 
to news reports.

According to To-
bin, this was a win for 
law enforcement, but 
it will not solve the 
smuggling problem.

“I don’t think we 
should overstate the 
impact,” Tobin said. 
“He led the multi-
billion dollar national 
corporation. It would 
be foolish to think it 
won’t continue to op-
erate, or other cartels 
won’t step in and fill 
their place.”

Two months after 
Guzman’s arrest, the 
Sinaloa Cartel contin-
ues to operate.

 
Treatment
However, drug 

treatment profession-
als believe the dealers, 
not the addicts, should 
be viewed as crimi-
nals.

“It’s a disease,” 
Ruma-Cullen said of 
the addiction.  “They 
get trapped in the cy-
cle [so] that it’s not so 
much about the plea-
sure; it’s basically that 
they have an illness, 
and it’s [about] chas-
ing the high.  After a 
while, it wasn’t about 
having fun; it was 
about surviving and 
staying alive and go-
ing through the awful 
process of detoxing.”

“[The US Attor-
ney’s office] is work-
ing with policy mak-
ers and lawmakers to 
get more beds avail-
able [in rehab, and 
to] change rules that 
make it easier to get 
people in treatment,” 
Tobin said.

Ruma-Cullen be-
lieves putting some-
one with a disease in 
jail won’t cure the dis-
ease. In fact, an addict 
is much more likely 
to overdose after be-
ing released from jail 
or even rehab.  If their 

tolerance has been 
reduced during their 
time away from the 
drug and they take the 
same dosage they used 
to, it could be deadly.

“Nobody is looking 
to lock up everyone 
who uses heroin, but 
for the traffickers who 
are making millions 
off it, I think prison is 
the appropriate place 
for them,” Tobin said.

 
Rehab
Rehab is a long and 

often daunting pro-
cess. “First thing is, 
helping them to try to 
recognize how it has 
affected the rest of 
their life,” Posta said.

After this, patients 
need either an in-pa-
tient residential pro-
gram which includes 
both group and indi-
vidual therapy, as well 
as education about the 
effects of drugs, or an 
intensive outpatient 
program. Patients are 
also frequently put on 
drugs such as metho-
done or suboxone 
while in rehab, which 
are both non-addic-
tive, synthetic narcot-
ics that help control 
cravings. This helps 
rewire the brain not to 
need the drug to which 
the patient was previ-
ously addicted. The 
goal of such programs 
is to replace drug use 
with healthier habits, 
which can be com-
bined with therapy 
and 12-step meetings.  
12-step meetings are 
led by recovering ad-
dicts, rather than pro-
fessionals, and aim to 
inspire current addicts 
through others’ stories 
of recovery.

The next step, said 
Posta, is a referral to a 
halfway house–a place 
where patients live 
with other recovering 
addicts and a thera-
pist. Halfway houses 
are less like rehab, 
and more of a place 
to get treatment and 
counseling while still 
interacting with the 
community. The most 
crucial part is that pa-
tients don’t relapse.

“If we can do a re-
ally good job of pre-
vention, then we don’t 
have to worry about 
incarceration and 
treatment,” Ruma-
Cullen said.  “My hope 
is to get the word out 
there and educate 
young people that this 
is a danger, that this is 
a risk and help them 
find other ways to cope 
with problems.”

“Nobody ever takes a drug and says ‘I’m gonna become a pothead,’ or ‘I’m gonna become an 
addict,’” said Chris Ruma-Cullen, Social Advocates for Youth (SAY) Director at Bellefaire 
JCB,  “but there are lots of alcoholics and addicts and potheads. Nobody sets out to do that, 
but a lot of people end up that way.”   Image by Soliana Goldrich.

Cuyahoga County Faces Increase in Heroin Deaths
By Naomi Grant
Opinion Editor



Features TheBeachcomber 9

On a Friday morn-
ing in early April, stu-
dents walked into an 
English class and were 
pleasantly surprised to 
find a substitute teach-
er. The room buzzed. 
Some students chat-
ted excitedly, others 
took out their work 
and prepared to listen. 
Some put their heads 
down to sleep.

Many students see 
a day with a substitute 
teacher as a free day in 
class. But for Alise Sta-
wicki, BHS building 
sub, it’s just a regular 
day at work.

Stawicki applied 
to BHS this fall when 
she saw job postings 
for yearbook and sci-
ence olympiad advis-
ers. After being hired 
for these positions, 
she was also hired as 
building sub.

Stawicki gradu-
ated from John Car-
roll University in 2013 
with a major in middle 
childhood education 
with concentrations in 
math and science. This 
is Stawicki’s first job 

out of college.
“I saw the job open-

ing for yearbook and 
science olympiad…I 
was really interested 
and it kind of worked 
out,” Stawicki said.

Stawicki went to 
Independence High 
School. She was al-
ways involved with 
school life, participat-
ing in extracurricular 
activities and exhibit-
ing school spirit. Her 
activities consisted of 
key club, SADD, glass 
ceiling, biology society, 
band, vocal ensemble 
and culture club. For 
Independence Home-
coming week, which 
had a Willy Wonka 
theme, Stawicki went 
all out.

“I spray painted 
[my hair] green and 
was an oompa loom-
pa,” she said.

Ever since she was 
little, Stawicki knew 
she wanted to help 
kids and become a 
teacher.

“I have always 
wanted to be a teacher 
since second grade,” 
Stawicki said. “I had 
good teachers [who] 

helped me through my 
life. I kind of want to 
do the same for oth-
ers.”

Throughout her 
high school and col-
lege career, Stawicki 
was devoted to help-
ing people. She joined 
clubs and did volun-
teer work.

“I did a lot of tu-
toring in Cleveland 
schools. I also trav-
eled to Joplin, MO for 
the tornado clean up, 
[and] I worked with 
refugees in Louisville,” 
Stawicki said.

She also went to 
Oklahoma City last 
summer to help clean 
up after the 2013 tor-
nado.

As a student at 
John Carroll, she 
planned many events 
including Carroll Idol, 
a huge music festival 
called Carroll Fest in 
2012 and many other 
events. She was also in 
charge of the Student 
Union Programing 
Board.

While at John Car-
roll, Stawicki gained 
experience as a stu-

dent teacher at Wi-
ley Middle School in 
Cleveland Heights.

“It’s a lot differ-
ent student teaching 
versus taking classes 
about education,” Sta-
wicki said. “[While 
teaching], you are ac-
tually practicing ver-
sus just reading about 
how one would handle 
situations.”

These experiences 
in student teaching 
and helping people 
have helped Ms. Sta-
wicki prepare to be-
come a teacher.

“She’s very dedi-
cated…whenever we 
need something she 
would go out and get 
it for us, and she never 
complains. I think that 
she is a great advisor,” 
said senior and science 
olympiad member Re-
becca Kuang.

Her devotion also 
carries over to year-
book, which was lack-
ing an adviser at the 
beginning of the year.

“She is a great ad-
viser,” said Editor-in-
Chief Soliana Gold-
rich. “Without her, we 
couldn’t have made 

[the yearbook] hap-
pen.”

Goldrich praised 
Stawicki for balancing 
the commitment of ad-
vising multiple clubs 
with teaching.

The daily life of a 
substitute is less pre-
dictable than that of a 
classroom teacher.

“You’re somewhere 
new every day,” Sta-
wicki said. “It’s got its 
good sides and its bad 
sides…”

“I get a variety 
[and] I’m never bored, 
always seeing new 
things. Bad sides: I 
have a locker instead 
of a desk. My stuff 
lives with me when 
I’m going around the 
building.”

She also feels that 
she is learning from 
her experience as a 
building sub. Just as 
the students are learn-
ing, so is she. Stawicki 
hopes to have her own 
middle school math 
or science classroom 
some day.

“I’ve had a good ex-
perience with Beach-
wood kids,” she said.

The prevalence of 
“sexting,” the act of 
sending inappropri-
ate messages or nude 
pictures, has increased 
significantly in recent 
years. Well-publicized 
incidents in area schools 
involving the sharing of 
inappropriate content 
have prompted parental 
concern.

Both BHS and BMS 
have increased efforts 
to prevent sexting and 
to educate students 
about this problem. 

“We have specifi-
cally included infor-
mation on the dangers 
of sexting into pre-
sentations regarding 
bullying and dating 
violence,” Principal 
Edward Klein said. 

Studies have pro-
vided varying conclu-
sions regarding the 
number of students 
that admit to sending, 
receiving and/or ask-
ing for nude images.   

According to the 
FBI’s website, a 2010 
study from the Na-
tional Campaign to 
Prevent Teen and Un-
planned Pregnancy 
showed that 22% of 
girls and 18% of boys, 
for a total of 20% of 
teenagers, have sent or 
posted nude or semi-
nude images online. 

However, a survey 

from the Pew Inter-
net & American Life 
Project concluded 
that nearly one sixth 
of teenagers have re-
ceived sexts, and a 
2012 study published 
in the Archives of Pe-
diatric & Adolescent 
Medicine found that 
one-fourth of students 
admitted to sending or 
receiving them. 

These studies sug-
gest that sexting is 
very prevalent in to-
day’s youth, and that 
it has a heavy effect 
on students. However, 
because of these vary-
ing results, it is hard to 
figure out exactly how 
common it is. 

Middle school guid-
ance counselor Douglas 
Winston told The Beach-
comber that the school 
has implemented pro-
cedures to give younger 
students a better under-
standing about the way 
they use technology. 

“This year, I even 
taught a lesson for 
seventh graders on 
sexting. I actually 
went over the laws and 
the rules, and showed 
them educational vid-
eos and testimonies 
from other kids in oth-
er schools that went 
through this,” Win-
ston said.

The act of send-
ing any inappropriate 

content, is prohibited 
by the BHS student 
handbook.

“A student shall not 
use or attempt to use 
a personal or district-
provided computer, 
network, or server to 
display, solicit, offer, 
obtain, possess, send 
or receive inappro-
priate material,” the 
handbook states. 

“It is the job of 
school administration 
to investigate any ille-
gal acts that may con-
tain any inappropri-
ate images. Students 
could possibly face 
suspension, or even 
expulsion. Working in 
conjunction with lo-
cal authority helps to 
ensure the safety of 
our students and the 
community,” Winston 
wrote in an Email. 

Beyond that, conse-
quences for sexting go 
past the school admin-
istration and directly 
to the police.  

Any involvement 

in a sexting incident 
could have strong legal 
consequences.

According to the 
United States Depart-
ment of Justice website, 
teens who take, receive 
or distribute “nudes” 
can be charged with 
child pornography. The 
person who takes the 
picture can be charged 
with its production and 
anyone who receives 
“nudes” can be charged 
with possession. 

The Citizen’s Guide 
to U.S. Federal Law 
on Child Pornography 
states that it is illegal to 
even ask a minor to en-
gage in this activity. 

“As long as the image 
circulates, anyone with 
it may face charges,” 
the website explains. 

In addition to the legal 
repercussions, sending a 
“sext” can be harmful to 
a teenager’s reputation 
and social life. 

Winston believes 
that it is not possible 
for schools to avoid this 

phenomenon regard-
less of what actions 
they take to educate 
students about their 
reputations online. 

Freshman Mikayla 
Carno-Harf agrees. 
She thinks most BHS 
students have been 
told plenty of times 
about the dangers of 
sending inappropri-
ate content; however, 
some do it anyway.

“Most people are 
educated enough to 
know what not to do. 
[Education] doesn’t 
stop people at all. Be-
cause if they want to 
do it … nothing is real-
ly going to stop them,” 
Carno-Harf said.  

“I think [teaching] it 
in middle school is defi-
nitely good, but by high 
school, students know 
what not to do, and if 
they do those things, 
they are doing them 
consciously, not being 
naive,” she added. 

BHS Assistant Prin-
cipal Ryan Patti believes 
that this situation can be 
avoided through moni-
toring of cell-phones and 
computers. 

“We have not had 
any issues that were 
brought to anyone’s 
attention yet this year 
at our school,” Patti 
said. “We’re lucky 
enough to have par-
ents who are being 

very adamant about 
watching what their 
children are doing on 
their phones… I feel 
like they’re learning a 
lot by seeing what’s go-
ing on at other schools 
and they’re applying it 
to the way they teach 
their kids.” 

In addition, Patti 
informed the Beach-
comber that school-
issued Chromebooks 
can be monitored by 
school authorities.

“We have people 
who, if need be, can go 
on a student’s account 
and monitor if he or 
she is found to be doing 
something inappropri-
ate, whether it be dur-
ing school hours or at 
home because they’re 
still school-issued and 
school-owned com-
puters,” Patti said.

Many students at 
BHS, including Carno-
Harf, have admitted 
to having heard of in-
stances when this has 
happened here, and 
multiple other stu-
dents reported hav-
ing seen images or 
received them directly 
from the source. 

Because of the lack 
of specific evidence pre-
sented to school authori-
ties on sexting at Beach-
wood, it is unclear how 
often it happens.

Something New Every Day: Building Sub Alise Stawicki balances yeabook and science 
olympiad while filling in for teachers at a moment’s notice.

By Emily Topilow
Features Editor 

Stawicki advises the yearbook staff after school. “Without her, 
we couldn’t have made [the yearbook] happen,” Editor-in-
Chief Soliana Goldrich said. Photo by Kate Opre.

“Sexting” on the Rise Nationally; Schools Increase Prevention Efforts
By Cameron Godfrey 
Staff Writer

   Image by Cameron Godfrey.
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With performances 
including comedy sketch-
es, musical acts and danc-
ing, 2014’s “Wild, Wild” 
White and Gold demon-
strated diverse talents.  

The show started 
with a comedy sketch in 
which senior Max Ble-
ich, in cowboy garb, at-
tempted to gain control 
of the school by causing 
chaos: crushing alge-
braic tiles and tying up 
Principal Ed Klein. The 
sketch set the western 
theme of the show.

“The show turned 
out really well,” said 
Bleich, one of the show’s 
directors. “This year we 
didn’t focus all the acts 
around the theme.” 

A flurry of diverse 
acts resulted from 
that decision, some of 
which closely followed 
the show’s theme, such 
as sophomore Sophie 
Schoen, whereas oth-
ers, such as freshman 
Jack Spero, diversified 
the experience. 

“Overall, I think this 
White and Gold has 
been fantastic,” Spero 
said. “I’ve gotten to 
meet a lot of talented 

people I would not have 
met otherwise.” Spero’s 
performance, in which 
he danced to the song, 
Treasure by Bruno 
Mars, was one of the 
show’s highlights. 

“[Performing] was 
a great feeling, like no 
other,” he said. “Al-
though, I couldn’t see 
the audience, I knew 
they could see me, and 
I wanted to put on the 
best show I could.” His 
dance skills wowed 
students, teachers and 
parents alike, bring-
ing massive applause. 
Full of rhythm, flexible 
motions and a moon-
walking finale, his per-
formance was undoubt-
edly one of the show’s 
most notable. 

Other unique acts 
included senior Rachel 
Lubinger using sign lan-
guage to interpret Time 
of Our Lives by Tyrone 
Wells, effectively con-

veying the emotions 
from the song. Facial 
expressions, body lan-
guage and hand motions 
added to the impact of 
her performance, which 
also met loud applause.

One of the best sing-
ing acts was siblings 
Chad and Arielle Tin-
del, singing “Miserable 
at Best” by Mayday Pa-
rade. Chad, a senior, 
provided the vocals, 
while his sister, a fresh-
man, accompanied him 
on both piano and sing-
ing. The duo took turns 
performing solos. Ari-
elle’s rich soprano ef-
fectively complement-
ed the much deeper 
voice of her brother. 
By the end of the per-
formance, the audience 
was captivated by the 
singers’ emotion. 

Once again, White 
& Gold proved to be a 
memorable experience 
for all.

Captain America: 
The Winter Soldier 
is not simply a cliche 
movie about a hero 
rising against a villain, 
rather it tells the story 
of a hero fighting his 
own agency and his 
childhood friend. 

Through captivat-
ing action scenes and 
the great connections 
between the main 
characters, this movie 
is both entertaining 
and a puzzle to figure 
out. As viewers, we are 
left on our toes won-
dering whom to  trust. 
We have to piece to-
gether the past in or-
der to figure out who 
the enemy is and how 
the Winter Soldier 
was created. This is 
an exciting movie with 
glimpses of Cleveland 
throughout; that is, if 
you can spot them.

The premise of 
this film is that Cap-
tain America has been 
cryogenically frozen 
since the 1940s and 
is working present-
day for the anti-crime 
agency S.H.I.E.L.D. 
with the other mem-
bers of the Avengers, 
a band of six superhe-
roes.

Both The Win-
ter Soldier, Capt. 
America’s suppos-
edly deceased child-
hood friend, and 
S.H.I.E.L.D. are un-
der the control of the 
terrorist organization 
HYDRA, which in-
tends to kill hundreds 
of thousands of people 
around the world us-
ing armed helicarriers 
based on a computer’s 
calculation of their 
likelihood of commit-
ting a crime. When 
Capt. America and 
Black Widow, a fellow 
Avenger, learn of these 
plans, they become 
targets and must try 
to find a way to stop 
HYDRA before the he-
licarriers are deployed 
to begin the worldwide 
attack on innocent ci-
vilians. Their plan to 
stop HYDRA includes 
finding the HYDRA 
mole who has infiltrat-
ed S.H.I.E.L.D. and 
fighting the Winter 
Soldier, who has been 
brainwashed and me-
chanically enhanced. 

SPOILER ALERT: 
Using the help of a 
new friend, parares-
cueman Sam Wilson, 
Black Widow and 
Capt. America repro-
gram the helicarriers 
to destroy each other 
and expose the HY-

DRA mole. 
One of the strengths 

of the film are the in-
tense action scenes 
with amazing graph-
ics. There was not a 
single action sequence 
that was unconvincing. 
While the movie is set 
in Washington D.C., 
many of these scenes 
are recognizable as 
downtown Cleveland. 
That only adds to the 
fun as it leads one to 
wonder how much the 
recognizable shops 
and buildings were re-
ally destroyed in the 
filming.

Scarlett Johansson 
as Black Widow and 
Chris Evans as Capt. 
America develop a re-
lationship character-
ized by light-hearted 
mockery. Black Widow 
tries to convince Capt. 
America that he re-
ally needs to be dating, 
and she suggests mul-
tiple suitors during 
the course of the film, 
but we see a warmer 
side of their relation-
ship as Black Widow’s 
past is revealed. The 
bonds are convincing 
and are only enhanced 
by the stoicism and 
confidence that Jo-
hansson brings to the 
character, while Evans 
impressively feigns 
that he is from WWII 
era and is adjusting to 

contemporary society. 
Anthony Mackie 

completes the trio as 
Sam Wilson. As we 
first meet him, Wilson 
is hilariously frustrat-
ed as Capt. America is 
literally running loops 
around him while both 
are taking a morning 
run. Of course Wil-
son has a suggestion 
to help Capt. America 
transition into con-
temporary society: 
Marvin Gaye’s Trou-
ble Man soundtrack. 
Capt. America adds 
it to a list he is keep-
ing of suggestions but 
he doesn’t seem too 
enthusiastic. As Capt. 
America’s is recover-
ing in the hospital af-
ter the final fight, Wil-
son plays the album, a 
hilarious juxtaposition 
to the drama of the 
previous scene. An-
thony Mackie brings 
his character a sense 
of humor and compas-
sion, yet a great deal 
of strength, making us 
love him as a sidekick.

Captain America: 
The Winter Soldier 
is definitely a movie 
I would recommend, 
especially if you are a 
Marvel fan. The depth 
of the plot and the 
great band of charac-
ters make it a great 
action-packed movie 
with a connection to 
Cleveland.

Captain America: The Winter Soldier 
Offers Action, Suspense and Local Sights 
By Susan Eiben
Layout Editor

White & Gold  Does Not Disappoint
By Alexander Robison 
and Bradford Douglass
Staff Writers

While the movie is set in Washington D.C., many of 
these scenes are recognizable as downtown Cleve-
land.  Image source: Marvel Movies.

Senior Rachel Lubinger used 
sign language to interpret 
“Time of Our Lives” by 
Tyrone Wells.

Photo by Bradford Douglass
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The boys baseball 
team has started the 
season with a 6-6 re-
cord, as of Apr. 26. 

Despite the weather 
and a fairly young ros-
ter, the Bison won their 
first game 7-3 over 
the Badger Braves, an 
early sign of the team’s 
strength and ability. 
Next, Independence, 
another CVC contend-
er, snagged two victo-
ries against the Bison 
with final scores of 
2-9 and 0-11 on Apr.8 
and Apr. 10, maintain-
ing its rivalry after last 
year’s competitive sea-
son.

Varsity Coach Todd 
Butler and senior third 
baseman Sam Dia-
mond both view In-
dependence as the Bi-
son’s biggest rival this 
season.

The Bison redeemed 
these defeats with a 
victory against the 

Brooklyn Hurricanes. 
In a tight game, the Bi-
son emerged with a 13-
12 victory. On Apr. 16, 
the Bison took on The 
Hawken Hawks result-
ing in a 7-7 tie after 11 
innings. The game was 
completed on Apr. 17 as 
Beachwood clinched an 
8-7 victory. The teams 
then played a second 
game, resulting in a 6-5 
victory for the Bison.

Butler has been 
coaching baseball for 
sixteen seasons. This 
season he is assisted 
by Joe Leonette and 
Dallas Puskar. Butler 
acknowledges that the 
team faces some chal-
lenges this season.

“We’re finding an 
identity,” he said. 
“That’s what this year 
is about. We’re trying 
to get the young guys 
to step up and we’re 
trying to find some 
leadership in the older 
guys. Being in the gym 
until April, it’s difficult 

to be a baseball team. 
Now that we’re out-
side, it’s easier to see 
the team as a whole.” 

The Bison is an ex-
tremely young team. 
Having graduated sev-
en starters last year, 
the team must step up 
and reestablish itself.

“We don’t have the 
same amount of talent 
than we used to have,” 
said Diamond, who 
has played baseball 
all four years of high 
school.

“A lot of the kids in 
my grade have gotten 
a lot better since they 
were freshmen,” Dia-
mond qualified.

Both Butler and Di-

amond see potential in 
the young team. 

“They work hard in 
practice,” Butler said. 
“Brooklyn taught us 
that we don’t give up.”

“We have a lot of 
speed,” Diamond said. 
“We’re a fast team 
and we’re resilient. 
We came back from 
a couple deficits this 
year. It’s hard when 
you’ve been cooped 
up in the gym all win-

ter. We’ve been hav-
ing some pretty tough 
practices to help us get 
our minds in the game. 
This has been a test of 
focus.” 

Butler and the 
coaching staff are 
working on team unity. 

“It’s easy to play for 
yourself and get caught 
up in your own stats, 
but we want them to 
learn that you’re there 
for your team mem-
bers first,” said Butler.  

Key players who 
are expected to see the 
most time on the field 
include junior Max 
Balazs on the mound 
and at shortstop, soph-
omore Shawn May in 
left field, senior Adam 
Moss in center field, 

freshman Josh Bi-
alosky on the mound, 
junior Matt Komich at 
third base,and sopho-
more Charles Colson 
on the mound.

The Bison are cur-
rently down a few 
players due to injury 
including senior Josh 
Blaustein with a knee 
injury and senior cap-
tain Sammy Gross with 
a fractured foot.

Butler and the 
coaching staff set high 
goals for the season, 
hoping to improve 
from their 17-6 season 
last year. 

“We’re still learn-
ing,” Butler said. “We’re 
learning how to become 
competitive for 21 outs.” 

    The Girls lacrosse team is 
adjusting to multiple changes this 
year. They have a new coach, Kai-
tlyn Liccion, who pushes the team 
hard with practices and condition-
ing. Not to mention, after six years 
of being a club sport, this year they 
have finally been made a varsity 
sport.

    “A lot of people wanted it to 
be a sport, so everyone was really 
excited when they found out,” said 
Rachel Lubinger, a senior lacrosse 
player. Also a lot of people are ex-
cited because they get to have the 
sport on their letter jacket,” she 
continued.

    The girls lacrosse club was 
started by Jen Tramer, a Beach-
wood parent and former school 
board member who played la-
crosse herself at Yale University. 
Lacrosse is not recognized by the 
Ohio High School Athletic Asso-
ciation, but after about six years 
of consistently attracting a sub-
stantial number of players for the 
team and being efficient at taking 
care of their finances, the athletic 
department made lacrosse a var-
sity sport.

“We thought it was the right 
time. They met all of our require-
ments in order to become a varsity 
sport. We were seeing the prog-
ress, we were seeing that there was 
a future in girls lacrosse. It is abso-
lutely a growing sport,” said Ryan 
Peters, the Athletic Director for 
the high school.

Being a varsity sport will in-
evitably lead to some differences 
in the team compared to previous 
years. For example, according to 
Lubinger, “It’s probably going to 
be a much more intense game now 
that we are a varsity sport. It’ll be 

more official. We’ve been learning 
more drills and dodges this year, 
and we play more competitive 
teams now.”

Being a varsity sport also al-
lows the team to participate in 
post-season competitions.

    According to Gabby Greer, a 
senior and one of the captains of 
the girls lacrosse team, their goals 
are to have more players commit-
ted to sticking with lacrosse, and 
for girls to know that lacrosse is 
something important to carry on, 
and it is a sport they can pursue 
through college as well.

   “We’re always trying to talk 
more as a team on the field, and 
communicate better, especially 
since we are a varsity sport now. 
That’s become even more of a ne-
cessity,” said Lubinger. “It’d be 
really cool, since we are a varsity 
sport now, if we could get more at-
tendance, and have people come 
out to see both games,” she con-
tinued. “Some people have come 
to only the varsity games, but it’d 
be cool if both JV and varsity had 
attendance.”

     “We also have a lot of new 
Freshmen on the team this year, 
so we’re teaching them all the new 
skills, so... they’ll be able to carry 
it on,” Lubinger added.

In regard to how training for 
girls lacrosse compares to other 
sports, Kendyl Kennon, a senior 
on the varsity girls lacrosse team 
said,  “It’s more crucial. It’s way 
more running. You have to be in 
shape in order to play lacrosse.”

Nevertheless, in Kennon’s 
opinion, “It’s the most fun sport, 
and when the games start, we get 
closer with every game.”

“Once we all get to know each 
other, we get to be like a fam-
ily, and we laugh, and have fun,” 
Greer added.

Tennis is a technical sport that 
measures each competitor’s skill. 
Each forehand: the key to win-
ning. Each backhand: a game-
changer. Every technique that is 
needed to be a great player is an 
art that takes years to master. 

In addition to a technical sport, 
tennis is one that requires focus 
and responsibility. Players are 
charged with the responsibility of 
keeping their own score and ad-
hering to the rules. There are no 
officials or referees at the match-
es.The players simply play the 
game. This means there are many 
opportunities for each player to 
cheat. As a result, tennis players 
must display a remarkable sense 
of responsibility and sportsman-
ship.

The final skill that is most nec-
essary to play tennis is endurance. 
Each match consists of playing 
the best two out of three sets. In 
order to win a set, a player must 
win six games, which follow the 
traditional order of tennis (fif-
teen, thirty, forty, game). Given 
the long duration of the game, 
matches take an average of an 
hour and a half. 

Junior varsity player Griffin 
Celleghin remarked “matches 
are both physically and mentally 
challenging and exhausting.” 

The Bison have been vigorously 
working to perfect these necessary 
skills. The team works every day 
to improve their team record and 
prepare themselves for the Ohio 
Tennis Coaches’ Association State 
Team Tournament, Chagrin Valley 
Conference Tennis Tournament 
and their sectionals.

 “I try to do drills that create 
stressful situations, because a 
match is a stressful situation and 
your swing and mental edge must 
hold,” coach David Cole said. 

After a very successful season 
last year, taking fourth in the team 
state tournament in Columbus, 
winning the CVC conference, and 
having a 19-1 season record, the 
team has been striving to keep 
up their good work. Several of 
last year’s top players, including 
Brock Hirsch, Andrew Romanoff 
and Kennedy Mulholland, have 
graduated, and the team, with a re-
cord of 7-3 as of Apr. 24, has been 
struggling to match last year’s 
standards. However, with new 
additions to the varsity team, like 
sophomore Barack Spector and 
senior Alex Glassman, the team is 
still very competitive. 

  Team veterans like juniors 
Kaustav Malik, Celleghin and Alex 
Machtay, along with seniors Brett 
Dubin and Karan Gill have been 
constantly improving, Malik said. 

In addition to the loss of last 
year’s seniors, the team has a more 
difficult schedule this year, includ-
ing many private schools such as 
Hawken School and University 
School. Cole indicated that the re-
cord this year may be worse than 
last year, but that it does not indi-
cate that the team is getting worse. 

“The schedule is deceiving. I 
made the schedule much tougher, 
but we are the second or third in 
the state for public, division two 
schools,” Cole said. 

“Even though we lost a lot of 
players from last year, I think we 
still have a strong team [this year] 
that keeps getting better. I don’t 
think the state should count us out 
this year. We may even end up bet-
ter than we were last year,” Malik 
said. 

Coaching Staff Works to Bring Unity to Young Team
By Emily Dann
Staff Writer

Girls Lacrosse Becomes Official
Varsity Sport; Practice Intensifies

Tennis Team Faces Challenging 
Schedule; Pushes for Post-Season  

By Aaron Lowenkamp
Sports Editor

By Jenny Shand
Staff Writer

“It’s hard when you’ve been 
cooped up in the gym all 
winter,” senior third base-
man Sam Diamond said. 
“We’ve been having some 
pretty tough practices to 
help us get our minds in 
the game.”   
Photo by Bradford 
Douglass.

“The schedule is deceiving. I made the 
schedule much tougher, but we are the sec-
ond or third in the state for public, division 
two schools,” Coach David Cole said. 
Photo by Kate Opre.
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Describe the stereotypical 
high school experience. Wak-
ing up early to get to class at 
7:50. Why school can’t just 
start at 8:00, I don’t know. 
Going through school, then 
getting home and doing 
way too much homework.

What’s your favorite word 
and why? Tomfoolery. It 
sounds odd and it could 

also be used to describe 
me.

What’s your best dating ad-
vice? Probably be yourself, 
unless you are a terrible 
person, then be someone 
else.

Oh hot (blank), what’s your 
jam?
My jam is strawberry (haha). 
I like anything by Pink Floyd, 
especially “Comfortably 
Numb” or anything on The 
Wall.

Josh Friedman

Chandler Kitson
Describe the stereotypical 
high school experience. 
Singing and dancing like 
High School Musical.

What’s your favorite word 
and why? 
Touche, because it’s 
French and sounds cool.

What should our mascot ac-
tually be? Why have one if 
we don’t have the spirit 
to handle one?

What’s the best ice cream 
place in Cleveland and why? 
Mitchell’s in Beachwood 
because it has a model 
train on the ceiling.

Ami Scherson
Describe the stereotypical 
high school experience. 
Tweeting about study-
ing for an AP class when 
you’re actually eating 
Chipotle watching re-runs 
of American Horror Story 
on Netflix. 

Fast food- yes or no, and 
why? No, because it might 
be fast, but it will kill you. 

Which teacher would 
have the best social media 
profile? Why? Mr. Patti. I 
feel like his Twitter profile 
would say something like 
“BHS kids, I can see every-
thing you’re doing. #secu-
ritycameras #gobisons”

What should our mascot 
actually be? Our mascot 
should be a matzo ball. 
The Beachwood Matzo 
Balls. Our basketball 
team could be the Matzo 
Ballers.

Fast food-yes or no, and 
why? 
No- Have you 
seen supersize 
me?

Oh hot (blank) what’s 
your jam? 
LCD Soundsys-
tem; Disco Fries; 
or Röyksopp

What should our mascot 
actually be? 
Leroy the Bison

What’s your favorite word 
and why? Fubar- ex-
cellent word to 
say and it nearly 
describes every 
situation.

Reid Gobieski

You see them walking through the halls. But who are they on the inside? Photos by Cathy Perloff, Maria Alvaez and Susan Eiben.


