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Winter Sports

By Cathy Perloff
Editor-in-Chief

The boys basketball team is league champion and ranked #1 in Division III. Above, senior John Da-
vis III scores against Cuyahoga Heights on Feb. 11. “I beat my man on a fast break. It was a game 
changer,” he said. Davis averages 22 pts. per game. Photo by Chad Tindel. 

Top: junior Aryana Jackson shoots a three-pointer against Independence on Feb. 12. 
Below: senior Aneisha Hardin runs for a layup. The Bison defeated the Blue Devils 42-32. Pho-
tos by Marc Silver. See pg. 11 for more Bison basketball coverage.

Senior Drake Smith 
walks the halls with a 
humble and unassum-
ing gait. His gaze is se-
rene; his face is some-
times marked with a 
faint smile.

Drake’s TV pro-
duction teacher, 
Kevin Houchins, de-
scribes him as funny 
and helpful. “Drake 
is hilarious. He’s just 
such a good kid. He 
just has the humor 
about him that always 
catches [one] by sur-
prise,” said Houchins, 
who has been Drake’s 
teacher for the past 
three years. Someone 
with passion and iden-

tity, Drake blends in 
with other teens who 
walk the BHS halls.

Except Drake is 
different. He was di-
agnosed with Alport’s 
Syndrome in ninth 
grade. This disease 
would soon come to 
invade every aspect of 
his life.

“I guess it’s taken 
a lot of my freedom 
away,” Drake said. “I 
feel restricted, really. I 
have to sit in a chair for 
a long time and am not 
able to move. I have to 
stick to a certain diet. 
It takes away a lot of 
the freedom that I had 
and took for granted.”

According to the 
Alport Syndrome 

Foundation, Alport’s 
Syndrome is a geneti-
cally inherited kidney 
disease affecting an 
estimated 1 in 5000 
people.

“Over time, there’s 
a loss of kidney func-
tion, ultimately [re-
sulting in] end stage 
renal disease,” said so-
cial worker Joan Arn-
son, who works with 
patients with kidney 
disease.

“Right now your 
kidney is at 100%. 
Mine is at 1%,” Drake 
said. “It’s at the end 
[so] I have to do di-
alysis so my kidneys 
keep working.” Drake 
added that without di-
alysis, his heart could 

stop.
Drake receives di-

alysis three times a 
week. Each round of 
dialysis takes 4 to 5 
hours, sometimes con-
flicting with school or 
other things he rather 
be doing. Dialysis it-
self is not the easiest 
process. “They put in 
two needles. [With] 
one, blood comes 
out of your body and 
[with the other] blood 
comes back into your 
body. You kind of feel 
it in your arm, the 
blood leaving your 
arm and coming back 
in,” Drake said.

“I’m sitting down 
while the entire dialy-
sis happens, so I can’t 

stretch out,” he added.
“There is great 

bravery, courage and 
dedication, perhaps 
even nobility in di-
alysis patients,” wrote 
Arnson in an email, 
“who not only adhere 
to the medically neces-
sary restrictions, but 
who also devote much 
time, energy and trust 
to those who help 
them.”

In addition to di-
alysis, Drake must 
endure strict dietary 
restrictions. In partic-
ular, he can only drink 
1.8 liters of water each 
day. According to the 
Mayo Clinic, the Insti-
tute of Medicine calcu-
lated that the adequate 

daily intake for a man 
was about 3 liters. This 
leaves Drake perpetu-
ally thirsty. However, 
quenching this thirst 
could have dire conse-
quences.

“If I drink over that 
amount I have to get a 
lot of it removed and 
I[can] get really bad 
cramps,” he said.

Drake has to deal 
with a weakened im-
mune system and 
anemia as a result of 
his illness. The light-
headedness caused by 
anemia forced him to 
quit soccer. Addition-
ally, the fatigue and 
illness he experienc-

Boys and Girls Basketball Teams Advancing in Playoffs

Senior Drake Smith Battles With Debilitating Kidney Disease
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By Cameron Godfrey
Staff Writer

New Inspire Club 
Empowers Girls

      Inspire club, named to convey a message 
of positive influence for girls, focuses on self-
esteem and empowerment. According to a 
2012 Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration report, adolescent 
girls are three times more likely to experi-
ence episodes of depression than their male 
counterparts.  The initial goal of this club, ac-
cording to co-founder senior Abby Ordillas, 
was to form a support group for BHS girls.
     “Inspire club aims to help others, so ev-
eryone that wants to join is welcome,” said 
Ordillas, who co-founded the club with se-
nior Samantha Tall and guidance counselors 
Ashley Saferight and Carol Grooms.
     At first glance, inspire club may seem like 
a group of girls with few things in common. 
However, after spending less than an hour 
in the guidance office on the third Tuesday 
of the month, it was easy to see how all of 
these people from different grades are alike. 
They seemed friendly and welcoming, mak-
ing club meetings feel comfortable and safe.
     “The original goal was to find a way to 
support girls in a positive way and to help 
them grow in high school and in their life,” 
said Ordillas. According to Ordillas and Tall, 
everything is going as planned.
     This group is exclusively for girls; howev-
er, Tall mentioned that it may be a good idea 
for the boys to have a group like this as well.
“I think (the boys) could use a group because 
a lot of them probably want a support system 
… we’re all human and we all need support,” 
said Tall.
     Guidance counselors Carol Grooms and 
Ashley Saferight also play a big role in lead-
ing the group. Grooms claimed that she 
would like the group to utilize and strength-
en the girls’ leadership skills.
     “My goal for inspire is to be more student-
led,” Grooms said. “That’s what I would like 
to see.”
     “People should join this club if they want 
to find a way to improve upon the strengths 
that they already have,” Ordillas said.
    During the meeting, the girls were hand-
ed a sort of personality quiz, assessing their 
strengths and weaknesses, and asked to eval-
uate their own self-esteem regarding subjects 
such as school life, personal life and home 
life. Students were asked to rate on a scale 
of 1-4 how closely they related to a series of 
statements. The statements included how the 
student feels about her friends, her teachers, 
her grades, and her parents, but mostly fo-
cused on herself and her confidence.
    Inspire club not only helps students un-
derstand themselves, but also provides girls 
a supportive network set goals.
    “I just really like how open everyone is. 
Everyone is very willing to share their expe-
riences,” Saferight said.  The club meets the 
second and fourth Tuesday of every month in 
the guidance office.

Beachwood stu-
dents have enjoyed 
five days off this 
school year for severe 
weather, reaching the 
current limit of severe 
weather days allowed, 
according to Superin-
tendent Dr. Richard 
Markwardt.

“The state currently 
allows five,” he wrote 
in an email. 

Governor John Ka-
sich has proposed leg-
islation to increase to 
nine the number of al-
lowable severe weather 
days that districts can 
use this year, but at 
publication, the legis-
lation has not passed.

Severe arctic blasts  
brought Cleveland into 
a deep freeze. Ohio isn’t 
the only state to experi-
ence this, as schools 
and businesses from 
the high plains to the 
deep south have been 
affected. 

Markwardt ex-
plained his motivation 
for closing schools for 
several days this year.

“On [Jan. 27] I 
closed school due to 
the timing of the snow 
fall in the early morn-
ings along with road 
conditions and white-

outs in Cuyahoga 
[County] and sur-
rounding counties,” 
he wrote. “The 28th 
and 29th were [due to] 
sub-zero temperatures 
and excessive wind 
chills.”

The weather in 
Cleveland has been 
hard to predict in re-
cent years. According to 
Rich Exner of The Plain 
Dealer, 2013’s winter 
was one of the warmest 
ever in Cleveland.

“The average high 
temperature was 36.4 
degrees [Fahrenheit],” 
he wrote. “[That is the] 
27th warmest [tem-
perature] over the last 
half century.” 

This year has seen a 
dramatic change. In the 
first full week of Janu-
ary, Beachwood experi-
enced freezing temper-
atures, going as low as 
-10 degrees Fahrenheit, 
according to the Accu-
weather website. 

These temperatures 
caused Markwardt and 
superintendents of 
neighboring districts 
to call off school, ex-
tending winter break 
by two days.   

Later, Beachwood 
City Schools were 
called off for three 
more days because of 
snow and then tem-

peratures as low as -6 
degrees fahrenheit. 

Teachers had to ad-
just their curriculum 
to compensate for the 
severe weather days.

“To be honest, it 
was nice to sleep in,” 
math teacher Jessica 
Kellogg said. “But it’s 
hard having so many 
days off... we have a 
lot of material to cov-
er, and as a teacher I 
worry about covering 
it in time. Having so 
many days off, the kids 
forget chunks of mate-
rial.” 

“The primary fac-
tor is simply the safety 
of students and staff,” 
Markwardt wrote.     
“Snow storms and/or 
extreme freezing tem-
peratures [are] the two 
biggest factors consid-
ered in this regard.”

Why is it so cold?
According to Jennifer 

Francis, a research pro-
fessor at Rutgers Uni-
versity, global warming 
may play a part in what 
scientists are calling a 
“polar vortex.”

“The arctic is heat-
ing faster than the 
rest of the world, hur-
ried along by the dis-
appearance of polar 
sea ice,” she wrote. 
“Arctic temperatures 
are about two de-

Inspire Club meets after school in the guidance office on 
the second and fourth Tuesdays of every month. 
Photo by Emily Topilow.

grees Celsius warmer 
there than they were 
in the mid-1960s. In 
other words, the tem-
perature difference 
between the Arctic 
and North America is 
shrinking.”  

Francis explains 
that this is one reason 
why the jet stream is 
switching its borders 
between the cold and 
warm air.

“[Global warming 
is] one factor causing 
wobbliness is the jet 
stream, the west-east 
current that circles 
the Northern Hemi-
sphere,” she wrote. 
“Normally, that river 
of air keeps low-pres-
sure cold air contained 
above the Arctic and 
holds higher-pressure 
warm air above the 
temperate regions, 
where most people 
live. [The jet stream 
is taking] these big 
swings north and south 
and that’s causing un-
usual weather to occur 
in a number of places 
around the Northern 
Hemisphere.”

Frigid tempera-
tures are not foreign to 
this part of Ohio, and 
who knows when win-
ter will really be over. 

As Markwardt wrote... 
“We shall see.” 

By Dalia Zullig with 
additional reporting 
by Alexander Robison

Before and after 
school, as parents rush 
in and out and inex-
perienced drivers veer 
across parking lanes, 
the BHS parking lot 
can get chaotic. 

In the morning, traf-
fic flow is generally 
calm and slowly builds 
up until 7:50. Around 
7:35, traffic flow begins 
to increase and finding 
a parking spot becomes 
more difficult. 

After school, how-
ever, is messier for 
drivers and dangerous 
for students walking to 
their cars.

Senior David Bohm 
feels the afternoon traf-
fic is unpredictable.

“It’s terrible. Cars 
try to get around the 
buses and block me, so 
I have to go all the way 
around the parking lot 
to leave,” Bohm said.

Junior Danny Stanes-
cu agrees there is disor-
der at the end of the day. 

“Leaving school, I 
find it a bit more hec-
tic,” he said. “Every-
one’s pulling out of 
their spots, and the 
danger of hitting an-
other car while pulling 

out is definitely height-
ened. Then, once you 
make it out of your 
space, you have cars 
coming from all direc-
tions, none of which 
are stopping at the stop 
signs and giving prior-
ity to other cars.” 

According to Stanes-
cu, the Richmond Rd. 
exit gets backed up in 
the afternoon as drivers 
compete with buses for 
a spot in line.

“To top it off, you 
have 10 buses trying to 
leave as well,” Stanes-
cu said. “So a long line 
forms at the exit onto 
Richmond and the 
buses add to the line. 
The stoplight stays 
green for a very short 
time. All in all, leaving 
is very troublesome.”

Stanescu and Bohm 
both believe the heavy 
traffic flow poses a 
danger to pedestrians.

“People try to walk 
in between the bus-
ses and pop out of no-
where, causing driv-
ers to slam on their 
brakes,” Bohm said.

However, there do 
seem to be ways to 
avoid the dangers of 
the traffic flow in the 
parking lot.

According to Stanes-
cu, hitting the heavy 
traffic flow can be 
avoided by arriving at 
or before 7:30a.m.  In 
the afternoon, students 
and staff can also take 
the Fairmount exit to 
avoid the majority of 
the traffic flow and help 
alleviate the build-up at 

the Richmond exit.
“I usually got Maya 

to school between 7:20 
and 7:30 and never had 
problems with traffic in 
the parking lot,” said 
Barbara Peleg, mother 
of junior Maya Peleg, 
who drives her daughter 
to and from school every 
day. “If we were running 
a little late, at around 
7:35, the parking lot was 
busier and kids were 
driving pretty fast. If 
you come at a certain 
time, it’s perfect.”  

To address some of 
the concerns of par-
ents, staff and stu-
dents, Principal Ed-
ward Klein assures the 
safety of students is 
extremely important 
to the administration 
and believes the best 
way to stay safe in the 
parking lot is to be 
alert and conscious of 
all surroundings.  

“We’re already out 
there every day to 
monitor the parking 
lot. It comes down to 
individual students 
and their behavior… 
As long as students are 
paying attention both 
when walking and 
driving, they should be 
safe,” Klein said. 

Snow Days Pile up to State Limit of Five

Students Report Traffic Problems in Parking Lot
By Emily Dann
Staff Writer

“It’s terrible. Cars try to get around the buses and block me, 
so I have to go all the way around the parking lot to leave,” 
senior David Bohm said. Photo by Naomi Grant
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Although the high 
school was rededicat-
ed on Sept. 27th, some 
parts of the building 
are not finished. 

While there is a 
consensus that the 
renovated building is 
a huge improvement 
over the old structure, 
students have noticed 
cracks in the hallway 
floor, leaks in the Eng-
lish wing and blue 
tape on the walls. The 
auditorium is in disre-
pair and inaccessible.

Anyone walking the 
halls will notice cracks 
in the floor of the new 
wing. According to 
Asst. Superintendent 
Robert Hardis, these 
are minor problems.

“It is to be ex-
pected,” Hardis said. 
“They should not grow 
any wider and should 
not be chipping [or] 
flaking. We anticipat-
ed it and it’s ok. This 
doesn’t mean there 
are structural flaws. If 
it is a larger crack then 
we deal with it, but it 
is still expected.” 

Blue tape can also 
be found on some 

walls. Hardis ex-
plained that this indi-
cates minor problems 
on a “punch list” of 
items to be completed 
by the construction 
crew.

“[Blue tape] indi-
cates to ‘look here’ 
because there is some 
small thing that needs 
to be fixed,” he said. “ 
[Construction work-
ers] have been work-
ing on them.” 

Leaks have been oc-
curring in the English 
wing since the begin-
ning of the winter. 
English teacher Peter 
Harvan has had the 
worst of the leaks, with 
water damaging his 
ceiling in at least three 
places.

Harvan has been 
told to put a tarp on 
his desk overnight in 
case water does seep 
through the ceiling. 

Harvan’s room is 
not the only room with 
leaks. The English of-
fice and English teach-
er Evan Luzar’s room 
have also had leaks. 

Board President 
Mitch Luxenburg is con-
cerned about the leaks.

“When you have a 

project like this it is 
not entirely unexpect-
ed,” he said, “but any 
problem we have is ab-
solutely concerning.”

The fire drill that 
took place on Thurs. 
Jan. 9th was not 
caused by a leak. It 
was caused by a frozen 
pipe bursting in the 
science dept. office. 

With Renovation Over, Some Parts of High School Still Need Work

The auditorium is 
the largest problem 
remaining since the 
completion of the con-
struction.

“We became aware 
of the auditorium 
shortly or around the 
time school was open-
ing,” Luxenburg said.

Hardis believes the 
auditorium will be fin-

ished soon.
“We are hoping it 

will be done some time 
early in the next school 
year,” Hardis said. 
“We’ve been given a 
huge range [of prices] 
by the architects...
that project will be be-
tween 2-4 million dol-
lar renovation.”

Over the summer, 
the auditorium had to 
be brought up to code.

“One of the things 
that needed to be done 
was to [install a] sprin-
kler system in the au-
ditorium.” Hardis ex-
plained. “When it [the 
auditorium] was built, 
these sort of things 
were not required.”

This was incred-
ibly difficult because 
of the ceiling that the 
auditorium has. The 
“cavernous roof,” 
as Hardis described 
it, needed to be laid 
with multiple layers 
of sprinkler heads. To 
do this, workers had to 
tear out the wall sec-
tion behind the seating 
area to properly install 
the sprinklers. 

Workers also had to 
remove asbestos.

“They needed to tear 
out the wall and ceil-

ing material,” he said. 
“Because there was 
asbestos in the materi-
als that of course de-
manded that we abate 
it in order to prevent it 
getting into the work-
men’s lungs and the 
duct work throughout 
the school.” 

Hardis also ex-
plained that by the end 
of the summer, the 
space that was once 
the auditorium no lon-
ger felt empty. 

“At the end of the 
summer, [the auditori-
um] was functional, but 
could not have obtained 
an occupancy permit.” he 
said. “It looked really, re-
ally bad.”

Not having an audi-
torium this year also im-
pacts several extracur-
ricular activities, such as 
drama club and White & 
Gold. 

While students and 
teachers are enjoy-
ing the new building, 
many are concerned 
that some parts of 
the school are not yet 
completely functional. 
Some, like the English 
teachers and drama 
students, hope it is fin-
ished for next winter. 

At the Jan. 27 
meeting, the Beach-
wood Board of Edu-
cation voted unani-
mously, upon the 
recommendation of 
Superintendent Dr. 
Richard Markwardt, 
to approve the renew-
al of Principal Edward 
Klein’s contract.

The contract will 
be in effect for three 
years, effective Aug. 1, 
2014 through July 31, 
2017. In 2012, Klein 
signed a two-year con-
tract with the district, 
and began serving as 
BHS principal on Aug. 
1 of that year, follow-
ing former Principal 
Robert Hardis’ pro-
motion to assistant 
superintendent.

Klein was initially 
chosen from 75 appli-
cants, after the district 
conducted a nation-
wide search, accord-
ing to the Sun News.

“The situation that 
Beachwood was in… re-
quired a unique person-
ality,” Board President 
Mitchell Luxenburg 
said in a recent inter-
view. “Mr. Klein came 
to us with the highest 
of qualifications and 
recommendations. He 

appeared very favorably 
to the Board,” Luxen-
burg said.

Klein was pleased 
with the contract re-
newal.

“As an employee of 
the district, it certainly 
is helpful [to know my 
contract has been re-
newed],” Klein said. 
“It certainly is reassur-
ing.”

“This just solidifies 
that I will have the op-
portunity to continue 
to serve for the next 
three years,” Klein 
said.

Klein hopes to con-
tinue much of what he 
has already started at 

BHS.
“I want to contin-

ue working with all 
members of the com-
munity, to continue 
improving upon the 
great things we have 
here at BHS,” he said. 
the great programs 
that we have, the great 
things that our kids 
are doing, [and] the 
instruction our teach-
ers are engaged with 
in their classes.”

Klein added that 
he hopes to continue 
these “very exciting 
times” at BHS, refer-
ring to the recent pro-
gramming collabora-
tion BHS has made 

with various entities, 
such as the medical 
academy partnership 
with University Hos-
pitals and the agree-
ments made with 
Cleveland State Uni-
versity for a design and 
innovation program.

“I’d love to contin-
ue working with staff 
members to provide 
interventions so that 
all of our students are 
successful,” Klein said.

Klein said he is glad 
to lead the BHS com-
munity.

“There are so many 
positive things that 
are happening here,” 
he said. “Our kids are 

engaged. Our teach-
ers are teaching at 
the highest levels. We 
have programs that ri-
val anywhere else and 
exceed anywhere else, 
and I want to con-
tinue work with kids, 
work with our teach-
ers, work with my col-
leagues, to continue 
enhancing and build-
ing these programs.”

“The Board largely 
relies upon the recom-
mendation, input and 
information from the 
superintendent,” Lux-
enburg said.

He explained that 
Markwardt supervis-
es Klein, and, makes 
recommendations to 
the Board regarding 
Klein’s employment.

“I’ve been very 
pleased with what I’ve 
seen,” Luxenburg said, 
regarding Klein’s per-
formance.

“I think Mr. Klein 
came to our district 
at a good time and a 
bad time for him,” he 
said. “He came in the 
middle of a very large 
construction project, 
and he also stepped 
in to fill the position 
of a principal that was 
well-liked throughout 
the community.”

“[Klein] was not in 
an enviable position,” 
Luxenburg said. “I 

think he has risen to 
the occasion, made his 
own name for himself, 
is respected within the 
community and has 
done an excellent job.”

“I think any time, 
particularly when a 
new administrator 
comes in, and is filling 
the shoes of somebody 
who’s … not only well-
liked, but still [within 
the district], they’re 
bound to have some 
stumbling blocks in 
finding their way,” he 
said.

“I think that, per-
haps Mr. Klein expe-
rienced some of those 
stumbling blocks, but 
those are to be expect-
ed, and he stayed true 
to the course,” he said. 
“Those [difficulties] 
are inherent in any 
transition and impos-
sible to avoid.”

Several students 
have expressed sat-
isfaction with Klein’s 
work performance.

“He’s very, very nice 
— and suave,” freshman 
Sanford Hong said.

Senior Zach Davis is 
withholding judgment.

“He’s done a fairly 
good job,” he said. 
“There are a lot of 
changes I’m not sure 
about. We’ll have to 
wait and see.”

Board Renews Principal Klein’s Contract Through July 2017
By Grant Gravagna
News Editor

After sprinkler installation and asbestos removal, the audi-
torium will need more work before it is ready for use. 
Photo by Swathi Srinivasan.

By Dalia Zullig
Online Editor-in-Chief

“There are so many positive things that are happening here,” Klein said. “Our kids are 
engaged. Our teachers are teaching at the highest levels. We have programs that rival and 
exceed anywhere else.” Photo by Kate Opre.
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House Bill 59 re-
quires Ohio school dis-
tricts to measure the 
school year in hours, 
beginning in the 2014-
2015 school year, rather 
than the 182 days previ-
ously mandated. (edu-
cation.ohio.gov)  High 
schools will now be re-
quired to have at least 
1,001 hours of instruc-
tion, including teacher 
in-service days.  

“The switch was in-
stigated to avoid the 
need for ‘make up’ 
days resulting from the 
use of calamity days,” 
Superintendent Dr. 
Richard Markwardt 
wrote in an email. In-
stead of adding one 
day on to the school 
year for every day that 
school is canceled, 
we can make up time 
missed by adding min-
utes or hours to days 
we do have school.  
School districts have 

been given a decent 
amount of freedom to 
reconfigure their year 
as they wish, but must 
be in session for the 
equivalent of 180 days.

“I don’t see any real 
effect on Beachwood 
students,” Markwardt 
wrote. “We seldom, if 
ever, use our full allot-
ment of calamity days 
and we have far more 
than the needed hours 
in our current sched-
ules.”

By Naomi Grant 
Opinion Editor

Counting school 
years in hours in-
stead of days may 
be more beneficial 
in some ways, but it 
would be much more 
of a hassle for stu-
dents and teachers 
alike, as hours would 
be more difficult 
than days to add to 
the school year. 

For example, 
if our school were 
to have two more 
school days this year 
(two above the limit) 
we would have about 
14 hours to make up. 
Because the year is 
measured in days, 
we would add two 
extra days. However, 
in terms of hours, 14 
is quite a lot to have 
to figure in, especial-
ly halfway into the 
school year. To put 
it into perspective, 
one likely course of 
action would be to 
have school go an 
hour later… for about 
three weeks. 

Personally, I 
don’t know anyone 
who would find this 
preferable to the 
“measuring by days” 
technique. Not only 
is it a pain, but it 
would push all after-
school activities and 
sports back an hour, 
making time after 
school even more 
cramped. It’s already 
nearly impossible 
for the average high 
schooler to complete 
homework every 
night without feel-
ing stressed beyond 
belief, so three weeks 
of an even tighter 
schedule would be 
borderline ridicu-

The decision to 
change the law that 
measured the school 
year in days to mea-
suring the school year 
in hours will ultimate-
ly have positive effects 
on the student body 
and the quality of our 
education. 

This change will al-
low schools to adjust 
the length of school 
days whenever neces-
sary and gives more 
flexibility in that the 
length of school days 
can be adjusted, rather 
than adding full days 
for every calamity day 
over the limit. 

If additional hours 
are necessary, it would 
be more convenient 

to lengthen the school 
days for one week by 
the necessary amount 
of time each day rather 
than tack on a full day 
into the summer. 

With precious lit-
tle time during the 
summer, students 
shouldn’t lose the im-
portant recreational 
time. It’s important 
that students have the 
opportunity to spend 
time being active at 
camp or holding sum-
mer jobs. 

Summer also serves 
as a much needed 
break from constant 
studying and is valued 
by both staff and stu-
dents.  Therefore, the 
government should 
take action in order to 
prevent impeding on 

By Hannah Leland
Staff Writer

By Emily Dann
Staff Writer

The Ohio Dept. of 
Education’s new regu-
lations defining the 
school year in hours 
rather than days was 
implemented in order 
to give schools more 
flexibility; however, 
it will not have much 
of an effect on Beach-
wood. 

Even though there 
is a possibility of a 
shorter school year, 
the Beachwood School 
District will go be-

yond the minimum re-
quired hours and will 
not shorten the year. 
Teachers would not 
want to adjust their 
curriculum.

I am indifferent 
towards the bill. The 
transition towards 
hours, away from days, 
will not affect us. No 
matter what, the school 
year will be the same. 
Because there is no al-
teration to our school 
year, there is no need to 
reconfigure our school 
year. We may see a 

later start and we may 
be released later next 
year, but nothing too 
significant. 

Another motiva-
tion for the bill is to 
allow districts to ad-
just for snow days. If 
we miss any more days 
of school, the make-up 
days will be counted in 
hours, thus half days 
are possible if such 
an event is to occur. 
According to an Ohio 
representative quoted 
in the Youngstown 
Vindicator, this is the 

By Reid Gobieski
Staff Writer lous... not to mention 

the effect this could 
have on performance 
in school and sports-
-countless studies 
show that sleep is a 
crucial part of a teen-
ager’s capability to 
reach his or her poten-
tial. 

Besides the obvious 
disadvantages of stay-
ing late, how would 
the school configure 
the schedule? Would 
they add an extra five 
minutes to each peri-
od? If teachers would 
stick to their original 
lesson plan and then 
continue into the next 
day’s, five minutes is 
hardly enough time to 
begin and finish any 
activity or lesson. 

That being said, if 
we must adapt to this 
new method of mea-
surement, an option 
I find preferable is 
cutting out some late-
start Wednesdays and 
getting rid of block 
days. While block 
days are important, 
I’d rather go in at the 
normal time than have 
to stay late. With 14 
hours to incorporate, 
we might still need to 
stay late some days, 
but using time on 
Wednesday mornings 
would help. All in all, 
it makes more sense 
to continue measuring 
school years in days. 
That way, additional 
school days can quick-
ly make up for the lost 
time, and the dent into 
summer would hardly 
be noticed. 

The prospect of 
staying late after 
school for weeks may 
have some students 
hoping for the first 
time that they don’t 
have snow days.

that time. 
With the new flex-

ible hours, schools 
now have the power 
to start later and end 
later, which would be 
beneficial to both stu-
dents and staff. Many 
of us come home to 
a minimum of about 
two to three hours of 
homework a night, 
and with extracurricu-
lar activities, we often 
lose sleep to late-night 
studying.  If we started 
school later, students 
would feel better rest-
ed and more alert in 
the morning. 

Recent research 
conducted by the Uni-
versity of Minnesota 
revealed a close corre-
lation between higher 
grades and more hours 

Ohio Dept. of Education Redefines the  School Year

From 182 Days per Year to 1001 Hours

Rule Change Won’t Affect Districts Exceeding Minimum Class Time
Compensating With Longer 
School Days is a Bad Idea

An Opportunity to Change School Start Time and Get More Sleep
of sleep. 

Sleep is extreme-
ly important at this 
age, so lengthening 
the hours of school 
each day would also 
help to possibly al-
leviate some of the 
homework load as 
we would have more 
time to do work in 
class rather than im-
peding on our rest 
time. 

Therefore, the de-
cision to change the 
law that previously 
measured the school 
year in days to mea-
suring the school 
year in hours will 
ultimately have posi-
tive effects on the 
student body as well 
as the quality of our 
education.

very definition of 
flexibility, the pri-
mary focus of the 
bill. But I think there 
will be no significant 
impact on our school 
district. 

In the end, the 
new bill will not dra-
matically affect stu-
dent lives. While dis-
tricts may have more 
flexibility and less 
urgency in the event 
of calamity days, dis-
tricts like ours are 
unlikely to change.

Cartoon by Soliana Goldrich

What is the best way to measure students’ intelligence?  Is there a benefit from 
teaching more for tests than general knowledge?  The SAT, the ACT and AP tests 
sometimes cause teachers to teach students more how to answer questions and 
less how to understand concepts.  However, these tests may help ensure that stu-
dents are meeting the state’s educational requirements. Are standardized test ac-
tually doing any good? If you are interested in writing an opinion piece, please 
contact Naomi Grant at ngrant@beachwoodstudents.org 
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In sixth grade, as 
part of a series of an-
ti-drug programs, a 
school nurse told my 
classmates and me 
that we should stand 
in front of a mirror 
and practice saying no. 
This only happened 
once, but it was so un-
precedentedly ridicu-
lous that I remember it 
clearly five years later. 

While I personally 
don’t have any diffi-
culties pronouncing 
one-syllable words 
such as “no”,  perhaps 
I had classmates who 
did struggle with one 
whole entire syllable.  

Drug, alcohol and 
bullying prevention 
programs have yielded 
perhaps some of the 
worst results of any 
well-intentioned pro-
gram ever conceived. 
Studies conducted 
as early as the 1990s 
have shown that such 
programs at schools 
have either no effect 

or a negative effect on 
students’ decisions to 
do drugs, drink, bully 
and become increas-
ingly annoyed at the 
administration.  

University of Texas 
at Arlington crimi-
nologist Seokjin Jeong 
found that anti-bul-
lying programs have 
a negative effect be-
cause they teach stu-
dents new techniques 
including how to bully 
without leaving evi-
dence. These programs 
have also changed the 
definition of the word 

“bullying.” A genera-
tion ago, bullying de-
scribed extreme forms 
of physical or verbal 
abuse. Now, bullying 
includes failing  to go 
out of your way to be 
extremely nice to every 
single person. Many 
schools, especially el-
ementary and middle 
schools, have blurred 
the lines between 
playfully teasing and 
bullying, causing stu-
dents to discredit anti-
bullying programs at 
best, and mock them 
at worst.

By Beachcomber Staff

As student council 
elections and spirit week 
approach, we brace 
ourselves for appeals 
to increase our school 
spirit. Pleas from sports 
captains to attend their 
games are met with eye 
rolls. The generalization 
that Beachwood has “no 
school spirit” is tossed 
about casually. 

Before BHS students 
are criticized for having 
no school spirit, it is im-
portant to define exactly 
what it is. In one sense, 
it means participating 
in activities because 
of pride for the school 
or to make the school 
a better place. Beach-
wood has no shortage 
of this. The recent suc-
cess of the girls and 
boys basketball teams, 
swim team, wrestling 
team and speech & de-
bate team are prime ex-
amples. When students 
represent Beachwood 
in competition, they 
are not trying to win for 
themselves alone, but 
for pride in the school.      

Clubs like TV pro-
duction, student council 
and ecology club, just to 

name a few, operate to 
make the school a bet-
ter place. Of course these 
activities reflect student 
pride in the school.

In another sense, 
school spirit means sup-
porting other groups of 
students by being a sup-
portive audience. When 
people lament Beach-
wood’s lack of school 
spirit, this is what they 
are talking about. But 
why are BHS students so 
unlikely to form a cheer-
ing crowd? And what is 
the value of this sense of 
school spirit anyway?

First, our small stu-
dent population com-
bined with the number of 
extracurriculars means 
there are fewer people 
to cheer in the stands. 
In order to populate all 
our extracurriculars, vir-
tually all students have 
to participate in some-
thing. Many clubs and 
sports have overlapping 
schedules. This doesn’t 
account for all the time-
consuming preparation 
many activities require. 
The fact that students 
are as involved as they 
are means people do 
have pride in the school. 
It just limits the time we 

can spend supporting 
others.

With more AP classes 
and stricter state stan-
dards, more hours are 
spent on homework. 
Combined with the 
strain of extracurricular 
involvement, students 
are left with precious lit-
tle time to support class-
mates.

While this kind of 
school spirit may be dif-
ficult to achieve, it still 
has value. When a bas-
ketball player goes to a 
debate tournament or 
an academic challenge 
member attends a foot-
ball game, she stretches 
her comfort zone to 
support a classmate. To 
the extent that BHS is a 
community, it is impera-
tive that we all strive to 
support each other.

It is important to be 
dedicated to one’s own 
activities and try hard 
in school. These values 
reflect pride in ourselves 
and in our school. But if 
there is value in coming 
together as a community 
of learners to support 
one another, we must get 
beyond ourselves and re-
new our efforts to show 
stronger school spirit.

Can School-Based Prevention Programs Change Behavior?

We Do Have Spirit, 
     Just Not in the Bleachers

Cartoon by Max Bleich

The phrase 
“you’re being a 
bully!” is frequent-
ly thrown around 
at my lunch table. 
Usually when this 
term is used, it 
means one person 
taking two pret-
zels from their 
best friend who 
has a whole bag. 
Although I high-
ly doubt anyone 
thinks twice about 
accusing friends 
of bullying, this 

happens because pro-
grams have defined 
bullying to include in-
significant acts such as 
these. 

Anti-drug and al-
cohol programs have 
an even worse impact.  
According to the Na-
tional Drug Strategy 
Network, “Youth be-
lieve the information 
they receive is inac-
curate and misleading 
because the programs 
equate substance use 
with abuse and do not 
reflect the students’ 
actual observations 
and experiences.”  

When students think 
the information they 
receive from these 
programs is inaccu-
rate, they want to do 
exactly what they are 
told not to.   

Students are basi-
cally told they have 
a “decision” between 
a) staying away from 
drugs and alcohol or 
b) being expelled and 
possibly put in juvie, 
simply for being in the 
vicinity of somebody 
thinking about taking 
one more Ibuprofen 
tablet than directed.  

These ‘scare-tactics’ 
also imply that there is 
no hope for people al-
ready using, and may 
even attempt to ostra-
cize those people. This 
is truly ironic because 
many of these schools 
also harp against bul-
lying, and consider ex-
clusion a form of bul-
lying. 

A n t i - s u b s t a n c e 
programs might have 
more of a positive im-
pact if instead of say-
ing “smoking is bad,” 
which could actually 

encourage students to 
try it out of curiosity, 
they simply stated the 
facts, such as “smok-
ing tobacco causes 
tar build-up in your 
lungs.”  That way, 
if the second-grade 
teachers’ science les-
sons were effective, 
students will come 
to the conclusion on 
their own that smok-
ing is not such a great 
idea because tar gen-
erally does not belong 
in your lungs. At the 
very least, information 
would be more cred-
ible coming first-hand 
from someone who 
had overcome alcohol-
ism or drug abuse.

Therefore, instead 
of attempting to ostra-
cize students who are 
addicted to drugs or al-
cohol, schools should 
offer those students 
help. Additionally, 
these students should 
have the opportunity 
to share their stories 
with others in order to 
prevent more people 
from going down the 
wrong path.  
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Nevermind, I 
don’t care
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Don’t do 
drugs kids!

Ay yo dawg 
you can’t 
tell me 
what to do!



In a month, seniors 
will finally hear back 
from all the universi-
ties they applied to.

 “The thought of just 
getting into college is 
very daunting,” said 
senior Josh Carno-
Harf, who has gotten 
into several schools 
but is still waiting on 
others. 

“[When some-
one has gotten into a 
school and you’re still 
waiting, it] makes you 
stressed out,” said se-
nior Bijal Patel, who is 
in a similar situation. 
“It’s like, ‘Everyone’s 
found out but I have 
no idea where I’m go-
ing.’” 

With one of the 
most intense pres-
sures of senior year, 
college acceptance, 
coming to a crescen-
do, The Beachcomber 
surveyed BHS seniors 
about their percep-
tions and fears during 
the college admissions 
process. Furthermore, 
we sought to com-
pare student beliefs 
with those of experts, 
speaking with the 
guidance counselors 
and consulting social 
science research. 

Seniors report feel-
ing that academics 
and character are the 
most important fac-
tors for getting into 
college. They feel at 
least some of the pro-
cess is outside of their 
control. In general, the 
perceptions of BHS se-
niors are in agreement 
with expert opinion. 
Furthermore, those 
who find the process 
unfair are more likely 
to be stressed about 
it. These results paint 
a clearer picture of 
the attitudes that BHS 
seniors have as they 
embark on the culmi-
nating journey of their 
high school career.

What’s impor-
tant for getting in? 

“Pressure is put on 
you to perform with 
your grades and scores 
on standardized tests,” 
said Carno-Harf. 

This pressure-
-reported by many 
students--is not un-
founded. Guidance 
counselors and admis-

sions data support the 
view that grades and 
test scores are critical. 

The 96 seniors who 
took the survey were 
asked to rank the most 
important factors in 
college admissions 
from thirteen catego-
ries. GPA was ranked 
as most important. It 
was followed by stan-
dardized test scores 
and then the essay.

The guidance coun-
selor’s responses gen-
erally matched stu-
dent rankings. They 
divided the 

categories into 
tiers, drawing upon 
various college plan-
ning websites. On the 
first tier, they placed 
GPA, standardized test 
scores and the num-
ber of honors and AP 
classes that students 
take.

Some see the high 
premium colleges 
place on grades, test 
scores and course load 
as disconcerting. 

“I would hate to 
be applying to college 
now,” said guidance 
counselor Marcia Al-
perin, speaking as 
spokeswoman for the 
BHS guidance depart-
ment. “Everything is 
so difficult to get into.”

“I was worried 
about my scores and 
GPA,” said Patel. 
“They weren’t that 
bad; I was just wor-
ried that maybe they 
wouldn’t be enough.”

“Everyone has the 
opportunity still, but 
the opportunities for 
those who are not the 
top of the top are get-
ting less every year,” 
Alperin added. 

Research seems to 
back up the impor-
tance of test scores. A 
2005 study at Princ-
eton University led by 
Thomas Espenshade 
showed that those 
with combined SAT 
scores between 1500 
and 1600 are 25 times 
more likely to be ac-
cepted to elite colleges 
than those with com-
bined SAT scores be-
low 1000.

The biggest discrep-
ancy between students 
and guidance counsel-
ors’ views about the 
admissions process is 
that students seem to 

About 2 in 3 students be-

lieved the high school 

was helpful in the college 

application process.

About 1 in 3 did not.

How you Get into College:
According to the Class of 2014

By Cathy Perloff
Editor-in-Chief



rank higher factors like 
the essay, extracur-
ricular activities and 
letters of recommen-
dation. These factors, 
along with percent in 
class, interviews, dem-
onstrated interest in 
school and character, 
were categorized by 
the guidance counsel-
ors as “second-tier.” 

“I think your extra-
curricular activities 
and school involve-
ment is a big fac-
tor,” senior Shannon 
Finkenthal wrote on 
the survey. “Although 
your grades are a large 
factor as well, I think 
colleges almost con-
sider your involve-
ment and extracur-
ricular activities [just] 
as much.” 

“I heard they like 
a very well-rounded 
person, lots of com-
munity service and ex-
tracurricular stuff, not 
just school,” Carno-
Harf said.

When asked what 
characteristics stood 
out most on their ap-
plication, students 
most often said their 
academics or their ser-
vice, leadership and 
club participation. 
They were next most 
likely to discuss their 
character and essay. 

Both guidance 
counselors and stu-
dents ranked less-con-
trollable factors, like 
special talents, race/
ethnicity, alumni re-
lationship and other 
connections, and first 
generation college stu-
dent status as least im-
portant. 

“The most selective 
schools call it finding 
a community,” Alperin 
said. “If they need 
that crew person, that 
crew person might get 
in over someone who 
isn’t an athlete. And 
those are frustrating 
for us.” 

Control, Fair-
ness, and Stress

“Admissions seems 
to be rather arbitrary 
after you cross a cer-
tain ‘threshold,’” one 
survey respondent 
wrote. 

“I think it kind of 
sucks that colleges 
choose diversity over 
the person’s character 
or intellect a lot of the 

time,” wrote another.
Clearly, there are 

some who call the fair-
ness of the college ad-
missions process into 
question. 25.6% of re-
spondents felt the pro-
cess was unfair, giving 
it a 1 or a 2 where 1 was 
not fair at all and 5 was 
very fair. 

Those who felt the 
process was unfair 
were more likely to 
report being stressed. 
69.6% of those who 
said the process as 
unfair were stressed, 
while 39.6% who felt 
the process was stress 
reported stress. More-
over, those who felt 
the final decision was 
not within their con-
trol were more likely 
to report that the pro-
cess was unfair. 

Why does a lack of 
control relate to per-
ceived unfairness? 
How could this be re-
lated to stress?

For some, there is 
often a perception that 
the system favors cer-
tain groups over oth-
ers. Indeed, the second 
most common factor 
that students felt was 
out of their control was 
admissions preference 
for a certain group. 

Patel sees a sys-
tem that benefits 
the wealthy. “I think 
there’s a bias towards 
people with more 
money,” said Patel. 
“[In] private schools, 
a lot of those kids 
are getting into Ivy 
League schools. And a 
lot of those kids from 
Beachwood who are 
equivalent or even bet-
ter, the kids are not 
getting in.” 

Patel explained a 
possible cause of this 
“rich kid” advantage. 
“Some colleges put a 
lot of weight on the 
ACT and SAT and oth-
ers don’t,” she said. 
“For the colleges that 
do, I don’t think it’s 
all that fair for the stu-
dents who don’t have 
the advantage of get-
ting a tutor and getting 
a lot of help.” 

Patel feels this ad-
vantage particularly 
strongly, as her par-
ents did not attend 
college and do not 
have experience with 
the process. “Some 

people are like, ‘I wish 
I was a first-genera-
tion college student.’” 
she said. “My parents 
don’t really know that 
much about the col-
lege process which...is 
hard. I don’t have their 
mistakes to [learn 
from].” 

Others see a process 
that places too much 
stock on the historical-
ly disadvantaged. “I’m 
an over-represented 
minority in the college 
process,” wrote senior 
Gordon Hong. 

“We have students 
[who] want to go for 
these highly selective 
colleges,” Alperin said. 
“But you can’t assume 
that’s the only thing 
you’re applying to.” 

“No matter how 
fantastic you are, 
they’re looking for that 
community, they’re 
looking for that fam-
ily and even though 
you fill that mold, you 
don’t get into any of 
them,” she added

However, while the 
guidance department 
expressed frustra-
tion with the system, 
Alperin, as their rep-
resentative, was not 
disillusioned. “I think 
it’s kind of how it has 
to be because they 
have all these majors, 
they have all these re-
quirements they have 
to meet for funding, so 
I think it’s as fair as it 
can possibly be,” she 
said. 

And despite stu-
dents’ worries, there 
are many things with-
in a student’s direct 
control. 

“Your essay, if they 
read it, that would 
be fair because that’s 
something you write 
about you,” Patel said. 
“Your extracurricu-
lars, the things you 
decide to do [after 
school] are fair.” 

 “It’s only under 
your control to the ex-
tent that you perform 
at your ability,” Al-
perin said. “...that you 
take the most chal-
lenging classes that 
you can. That you do 
activities that you love 
and that you choose 
colleges that are ap-
propriate for who you 
are and what you’ve 
done.”

How you Get into College:
According to the Class of 2014

65 of the students who 
took the survey said they 
did something mainly to 
be accepted into college. 

8 participated in athletics

13 participated in clubs

13 took certain classes

5 did service activites

5 prepared for the act or sat

9 did other activities

28 reported enjoying the activity

13 reported not enjoying the activity

*Some students did not indicate the type or activity or 
their level of enjoyment. Layout by Susan Eiben
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Sophomore Jack-
son Bogomolny and his 
brother, BMS eighth-
grader Chandler Bo-
gomolny placed first 
at the 18th Tri-C High 
School Rock Off with 
their band Backstage 
Politics on Feb. 1. 

According to the 
Rock Off’s main web-
site, the band was 
among 55 semifinal-
ists who competed at 
the House of Blues in 
downtown Cleveland 
for up to 1000 dollars 
in prizes.

The band consists 
of Jackson playing 
the guitar, Chandler 
on bass, Sam Porter, 
an eighth-grader from 
University School, 
on the drums, Tessa 
Murthy, a Hathaway 
Brown junior, with her 
keyboard and Liz Bull-
ock, a Lake Catholic 
sophomore, on vocals.

Jackson said one of 
his most memorable 
moments from the 
Rock Off was during 
the first round.

“I honestly didn’t 
know what to expect,” 
he said. “I just knew I 
liked the other bands 
and thought they 
played well.”

Chandler enjoyed 
listening to other 
bands as well. “Going 
to the semifinals and 
watching others play 
was an amazing expe-
rience.”

Although going to 
the semifinals and 
later, the finals, was 
an exhilarating expe-
rience for the broth-
ers, the path to success 
was filled with sweat 
and tears.

“Writing all that 
music with the time 
we had was the hard-
est part. We would get 
together each week-
end at one of our hous-
es and practice a lot,” 
Jackson said.

“We’re a pretty new 
band,” Chandler said. 

“We had to get lots of 
material recorded and 
had to do a lot of stuff 
before semifinals, so 
time was the biggest 
problem.”

Jackson, who has 
been playing the guitar 
for 11 years, joined the 
band with his brother 
a few months prior to 
the Rock Off.

“Sam Porter, our 
drummer, messaged 
me on Facebook one 
day,” Jackson said. 

“He said ‘Hey, do 
you want to start a 
band?’ I said ‘Yes,’ so 
we all got together and 
played some music. 

We didn’t even know 
the other [band] mem-
bers before this.”

Porter, a long-time 
friend of Chandler, 
stumbled upon the 
idea when he noticed 
an ad for the competi-
tion.

“I saw a flyer for the 
High School Rockoff, 
and wanted to play 
some music, so I got 
Chandler and Jackson 
and we started playing 
some reggae,” Porter 
said. 

“[Reggae] is fun to 

play, pretty chill and 
laid back … It’s some 
cool stuff.”

“All the [other] 
performers were sim-
ilar,” said senior Max 
Bleich, who attended 
the Rock Off. “They 
were all rock bands, 
they were all bands 
that were classic rock, 
punk rock, alterna-
tive rock..But the dif-
ference in Backstage 
Politics had a dif-
ferent sound. They 
were playing reggae, 
and nobody else was 
playing anything like 
that.” 

According to Jack-

son, the band is plan-
ning to release an al-
bum, and are currently 
working on songwrit-
ing and practicing for 
any new events they 
can take part in, in-
cluding a studio re-
corded show.

Go to Cleveland.
com’s Tri-C Rock Off 
website for a video of 
their performance, 
and the Backstage 
Politics Facebook 
page has more up-
dates on the band.

Bogomolny Brothers Win Tri-C 
Rock-off With ‘Backstage Politics’

“Sam Porter, our drummer, messaged me on Facebook one day,” Jackson Bogo-
molny said. “He said ‘Hey, do you want to start a band?’ I said ‘Yes,’ so we all 
got together and played some music.” Photo courtesy of Pam Bogomolny.

es sporadically can 
cause him to miss out 
on school.

“We’re all sort of 
day-to-day,” Houchins 
said. “But he’s really 
day-to-day in terms of 
how he feels.”

“Sometimes I’m 
too tired, so I have 
to leave school [even 
when] I have a test 
that day,” Drake said.

“I’m really bad at 
catching up with all 
the stuff, so it’s pretty 
difficult,” he added.

“Because of the ill-
ness, he can’t come 
to school as much 
as he would like,” 
Houchins said. “I’m 
sure any of us would 
like to be here.”

A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
while Drake is a se-
nior, he will have to 
delay attending col-
lege for a year, as he 
is planning on hav-
ing his transplant 
operation, which can 
involve substantial 
recovery time. All of 
this exemplifies the 
toll such a serious 
illness can take on 
a person, especially 

someone in one of the 
formative periods of 
their life.

“It confounds what-
ever struggles that 
might occur,” wrote 
Arnson in an email, re-
ferring to undergoing 
kidney disease during 
adolescence. “In some 
ways, the efforts to-
wards independence 
may be hampered be-
cause of the demands 
and effects of serious 
chronic illness.”

Despite all the ob-
stacles Drake faces, 
he manages to handle 
them with remarkable 
aplomb.  “Drake is a 
part of our TV produc-
tions family. Drake 
will always help other 
kids out in the class,” 
Houchins said.

He’s a kind person. 
He’s not a complain-
er. I can’t think of a 
time he complained.”  
Houchins said.

Drake even set up a 
fund to help his moth-
er pay for his various 
medical expenses. “My 
mom’s been using a 
lot of her money….It’s 
been kind of hard on 

her, so I tried to set 
up this fund so that it 
could help.”

There is hope that 
Drake’s circumstances 
can change. Accord-
ing to Drake, if he 
can get a new kidney, 
many of his problems 
will disappear. How-
ever, there is no match 
in his family. He has 
been waiting on a list 
for six months, though 
according to Drake, he 
was told he could be 
on the list for at least 
a year.

On Feb. 12, 19 Ac-
tion News reported of 
Drake’s illness. Since 
then, many BHS stu-
dents have shared the 
article and the link to 
the fund on Facebook. 
Already three people 
have gotten tested to 
be potential donors.

“Drake is a very 
interesting kid. He’s 
quiet but he’s also 
very comical…. As a 
student, I’ve seen him 
grow a lot, and partic-
ularly with being more 
confident in himself,” 
Houchins said. 

Drake Cont’d from Pg. 1

By John Li
Staff Writer
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After a long day at 
school, freshman Ari-
elle Tindel goes home 
and walks her dogs. 
After that she grabs a 
snack. 

“Then I either start 
my homework or prac-
tice piano, depending 
on how much home-
work I have,” Tindel 
said.

BHS students 
spend a lot of time on 
homework. Teachers 
and parents tell us it’s 
good for us. But is it 
really?

The Beachcomber 
asked freshman col-
lege prep teachers to 
administer surveys 
about homework hab-
its and attitudes. We 
asked how many hours 
students spend daily 
and weekly on home-
work, if they find the 
homework beneficial, 
if they feel their home-
work tends to be “busy 
work” or if it has true 
educational value. No 
honors classes were 

surveyed.
Based on the 53 

surveys collected, BHS 
freshmen in college 
prep classes spend an 
average of three hours 
per night on home-
work. 

English teacher 
Casey Matthews said 
she expects about 1-2 
hours per night of 
reading. She also feels 
that on average, stu-
dents should spend 
about 3-4 hours total 
on homework. 

In 2006, Har-
ris Cooper, professor 
at Duke University, 
published a review 
of homework studies 
published in recent 
decades. The study 
found that high school 
students had an aver-
age of 1 1/2 to 2 1/2 
hours of homework 
per night. Many BHS 
freshmen who took 
the Beachcomber sur-
vey are spending more 
than twice the national 
averages identified in 
Harris’s study. 

Both the National 
Education Associa-

tion and the National 
Parent Teachers Or-
ganization endorse the 
“10 minute rule.” Edu-
cators multiply the 
child’s grade by 10, to 
determine how many 
minutes of homework 
students should have. 

“Kids are develop-
ing more school-re-
lated stomachaches, 
headaches, sleep prob-
lems, and depression 
than ever before,” ac-
cording to William 
Crain, PhD, as quoted 

in the Huffington Post.
Most of the stu-

dents who took the 
survey complained of 
lack of sleep, anxiety, 
depression and lack of 
a social life.  

Students feel that 
homework restricts 
them from doing  oth-
er activities like hang-
ing out with friends or 
practicing an instru-
ment. 

“I can’t really get 
much done until my 
homework is done,” 

said Tindel. 
According to the 

Beachcomber survey, 
students spend an 
average of about  20  
hours on their home-
work per week. 

21% of the fresh-
man who took the sur-
vey felt that all of their 
homework is benefi-
cial. 

38% of freshmen 
surveyed felt that 
some of their home-
work is “busy work.” 
The students define 

busy work as posters, 
paragraphs, vocab and 
practice with concepts 
that students already 
discussed and learned 
in class. 

“After a certain 
amount of homework, 
the positive effect of 
achievement disap-
pears and even might 
turn negative,” wrote 
Harris Cooper in a 
NY Times op/ed pub-
lished in 2010.

Teachers report 
different reasons for 
giving  homework: to 
reinforce the topic, to 
complete independent 
projects or to cover 
material that could not 
be adequately covered 
in class. 

BHS students de-
velop a variety of strat-
egies for dealing with 
their heavy workload 
ranging from procras-
tination to confronta-
tion.

“Usually I like to get 
the easy [homework] 
done and then work 
on the hard [home-
work] and then just go 
to bed,” Tindel said.

Survey Asks Freshmen, How Much Homework is Too Much?
By Emily Topilow
Features Editor

On Their Toes: BHS Students Balance Academics with Dance

After a long day of 
school, many students 
head home to relax 
and complete home-
work. Some stay after 
school for sports prac-
tices and activities. 
However, aspiring 
dancers don’t have it 
so easy. Their evenings 
are filled with hours of 
hard work and dedica-
tion. 

“I use all the free 
time I have in the day 
to get homework done, 
and to work ahead on 
projects,” sophomore 

Hannah Lowenkamp 
said. 

Lowenkamp danc-
es 25 to 30 hours per 
week at Cleveland City 
Dance. She studies 
ballet, jazz, modern 
and lyrical styles and 
hopes to pursue a ca-
reer in dance. 

“Balancing school 
and dance can be a bit 
tough sometimes, es-
pecially on days with a 
lot of work,” freshman 
Jack Spero wrote in an 
email.

“I try to budget my 

By Arielle Tindel
Staff Writer

Swathi Srinivasan practices Bharatanatyam, a classical dance from southern India. 
Photo courtesy of Vindhya Cultural Association.  

time and get work 
done in advance when 
I have time,” Spero 
wrote.

Spero dances for 
eight hours a week at 
Shaker Dance Acad-
emy. He studies hip-
hop, jazz, modern and 
occasionally ballet. He 
would enjoy a career 
in dance, but hopes to 
work in a field that in-
volves helping others.

 Although dance 
can be time-consum-
ing, it can also be ex-
tremely rewarding. 

Through performing, 
dancers can build con-
fidence and share their 
self expression with an 
audience. 

“I love performing,” 
Spero wrote. “It is one 
of the best feelings to 
show people your cho-
reography... On stage, 
you can take the cho-
reography to another 
level and add your 
own feel or interpreta-
tion to it.”

 Dance also al-
lows an outlet from 
stress. “I can just be 
myself and not wor-
ry about anything or 
anyone,” Lowenkamp 
said.

 “I enjoy the fact 
that I can forget about 
everything in my life, 
when I dance,” Swathi 
Srinivasan said. “I also 
enjoy dancing because 
it is my way of practic-
ing and celebrating In-
dian culture and arts.” 

 S r i n i v a s a n 
dances for about 15 
hours each week at 
Shri Kalaa, a studio led 
by her teacher, Sujatha 
Srinivasan. Srinivasan 
practices Bharatanaty-
am, a classical dance 
form from southern 
India. She does not see 
herself pursuing a ca-
reer in dance, but en-
joys feeling connected 
to her culture. 

Ultimately,  stu-

dents have to find a 
way to incorporate 
for dance into their 
lives as students. “I try 
not to procrastinate,” 
Srinivasan said. “I ad-
mit, it is really hard 
at times.” Srinivasan 
struggles with procras-

Hannah Lowenkamp dances ballet at Cleveland City 
Dance. Photo by Aaron Lowenkamp.

tination most when 
“Grey’s Anatomy” is 
on. “I have to remem-
ber my passion for 
dance, and that drives 
my motivation.”   

Graph by Emily Topilow
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10. Resogun
Resogun is a repetitive, albeit fun title released 
with the Playstation 4. It bears many similari-
ties to the classic arcade game Space Invaders. 
Just as in Space Invaders, the Resogun player 
commands a spaceship across a horizontal stage 
filled with polygonal enemies. While fighting,  
the player transports green stick figure charac-
ters to specific locations before moving onto the 
next stage. Despite being incredibly repetitive 
and simple, Resogun is addictive. It has won 
awards for being the best PS 4 game yet.

9. Call of Juarez: Gunslinger
Surprising many, this game arrived as a down-
loadable title and turned out to be a lot of fun. 
Set during the backdrop of the wild west, in Call 
of Juarez: Gunslinger, the player experiences 
the life of a very charismatic retired cowboy tell-
ing his story. Gunslinger has a unique, comic-
art style. The game has a well-written yet heavily 
exaggerated story bustling with character. 

8. Far Cry 3: Blood Dragon
This title satirizes nearly every iconic 80s film 
cliche, creating an exceptionally hilarious game 
packed with references to classic films. Set after a 
nuclear war, the player takes control of Rex Colt, 
a mechanically enhanced super-soldier sent to a 
tropical island filled with dinosaurs to retrieve a 
missing agent. Blood Dragon combines a well-
designed soundtrack, great humor and unique 
gameplay that makes it stand out from other ac-
tion titles released this year.

 7. Metro: Last Light
Based on the popular book series, the player 
follows protagonist Artyom, 20 years after a fic-
tional Eastern-European apocalypse, in which 
the last of humanity retreated to the tunnels and 
train stations of Russia to survive. Last Light 
manages to avoid being the typical, cliche post-
apocalyptic tale by including sci-fi elements that 
blend nicely and keep the story believable. The 
player takes a journey across the Russian waste-
land, trying to save humanity while making dif-
ficult decisions along the way.

6. The Stanley Parable
The Stanley Parable can be seen as a satire of narra-
tive games. The player assumes the role of Stanley, 
an office worker who finds he is alone one day in his 
building. A narrator with a British accent describes 
the action. Choosing whether to follow the narrator 
determines the path of the game. What makes The 

Stanley Parable unique is its humor, the number of 
ways the game can be played and  the sense of the 
narrator as a living, breathing person speaking to you 
personally.

5. Assassin’s Creed IV: Black Flag
Arguably the best Assassin’s Creed yet, Black 
Flag retells the last years of the golden age of pi-
racy through Edward Kenway, a brash and naive 
character who develops throughout a long and 
memorable story. The game has a diverse envi-
ronment that the player can explore, though it’s 
more likely the player will stay on the open seas, 
as that’s the best part of the game. Black Flag, as 
with other Assassin’s Creed titles, remains true 
to history while mixing in the series’ own sci-fi 
elements and avoids the stereotypes of The Pi-
rates of The Caribbean films.

4. Bioshock Infinite
Bioshock Infinite is a masterpiece for its story 
and art design. Set in 1912, in Bioshock Infinite 
the player is Booker Dewitt, a detective sent to 
find a missing girl, who lands in a floating city far 
above the clouds. The early 1900s setting allows 
Infinite to tackle contemporary issues such as 
racism and xenophobia, making the story more 
memorable than most games. While the game-
play isn’t always up to par with other games on 
this list, the gorgeous environments and great 
writing distract the player from noticing.

3. The Last of Us
The Last of Us tells the best story of any game 
this year. The player follows Joel, an aged sur-
vivor, after an outbreak of  fungi disease that 
causes the infected to become unintelligent and 
violent. Joel finds a young girl who is resistant to 
the disease and sets on a journey along the east 
coast of America to find survivors who can make 
a cure out of her DNA. However, the infected are 
not the main concern in this anarchic dystopia, 

as criminals are a constant threat, stealing what-
ever resources people still have.

2. Grand Theft Auto V
Continuing Rockstar’s tradition of incredible 
games, GTA V is one of the most unique games 
in recent years, allowing players to assume three 
roles: Franklin, a gangbanger who seeks a nor-
mal life; Michael, a middle-aged,retired crimi-
nal who settles down with his wife and children; 
and Trevor, a violent psychopath who longs to 
be understood. What makes the game unique 
is its relative lack of violence compared to most 
popular games. For example, in several parts, 
Michael gets together with his family, and even 
takes his son cycling. GTA V also presents the 
best cast of characters in the series. The game 
should also be noted for its attention to detail, 
sharp satire and hilarious writing.

1. Papers, Please
Papers, Please pits the player as an immigra-
tion inspector for a prosperous country in an 
alternate Eastern Europe during the Cold War. 
The game is simple in design; however, it proves 
powerful for its sophisticated writing. The game 
presents players with the choice to deny peo-
ple or let them pass: people with families they 
are trying to protect; however, in each day of 
the game’s 30-day stories, new regulations are 
added, increasing the difficulty. The game isn’t 
just about checking if people have the right 
documents; the scenarios delve into the player’s 
morals. For example, a doctor arrives at your 
checkpoint with a medicine for a rampant dis-
ease, missing a paper for a regulation that was 
added on that day, or a husband arrives with his 
wife; however, his wife has no papers. The game 
avoids violence and doesn’t need it to engage the 
player. Papers, Please is a flawless game, and by 
far the best game released in 2013. In fact, this is 
one of the most original games ever made.

A Look Back on a Great Year in Gaming: Top Ten VG Releases of 2013
By Alexander Robison
Stafff Writer

Directors Prepare for White & Gold, Scheduled April 10-12 at BMS
 

  Seniors Eliana Mitch-
ell, Max Bleich and 
Jess Angel are this 
year’s directors of 
White and Gold, the 
annual variety show 
and one of our most 
popular school tradi-
tions.
   “I’ve been in W&G 
since freshman year,”
Mitchell said. It’s al-
ways been a really fun 
and cool process, so 
I wanted to be a part 
of making the show. I 
tried out for assistant 
director, and now I’m 
a director.”
   Bleich knew he want-
ed to be a director for
W&G since he worked 
on tech crew in 2011. 
  “Being director means 
complete power and 

control, and being the 
psychopath that I am, 
I enjoy that,” said Ble-
ich.
   Bleich worked as an 
assistant director be-
fore becoming a direc-
tor. He also heads tech 
crew.
   Intervention special-
ist Michele Toomey
became an adviser for 
White & Gold in order 
to get to know stu-
dents that she doesn’t 
normally get to see on 
a daily basis.
   “I see a limited popu-
lation of students,”
Toomey said. “So I 
was looking to kind of 
broaden my interac-
tion in the building.”
W&G allows students 
to showcase their tal-
ents. The acts usually 
involve music, comedy
or dance.

   “It means a lot to me 
because traditions
have faded, but W&G 
is something we get 
to do every year. It’s 
something that every-
one in the city really 
looks forward to,” said 
Mitchell.
   “I see it as a way to 
showcase talents that
don’t get recognized in 
a school setting all the

By Jenny Shand
Stafff Writer

Students perform in last year’s “Teachers’ Lounge” skit. This 
year’s show will be held April 10-12 in the BMS auditorium. 
Photo from Beachcomber Archives.

#1: Papers, Please is a flawless game, and by far the best 
game released in 2013. In fact, this is one of the most origi-
nal games ever made. Image Source: http://papersplea.se

#5: Black Flag, as with other Assassin’s Creed titles, remains 
true to history while mixing in the series’ own sci-fi ele-
ments. Image source: assassinscreedscreed.ubi.com

time,” said Toomey. 
“We always recognize 
the sports kids, and 
we recognize the really 
smart kids. But some-
times you just have 
a hobby that you’re 
good at and you want 
to share it, and I think 
it’s a cool venue for do-
ing that.”
   “When you talk about 
times when being in

high school sucks, 
having something like 
W&G really gives ev-
eryone a time to ap-
preciate each other,” 
Bleich said. “You get 
to see your peers up 
on stage showing off 
something you would
probably never know 
was possible from 
them.” 
   The show is tradi-
tionally set in the high
school auditorium, but 
due to construction
this year, it will take 
place in the middle 
school auditorium.
   “It’s tough because 
it’s smaller,” Mitchell
said. “The stage is 
smaller, the audi-
ence is smaller, the 
lights are different, 
but I think we’ll pull 
through.”
   Students who wish to 
perform in the show

have to audition, so 
every once in a while,
disgruntled students 
who were not chosen 
to perform may feel 
that favoritism is at 
play.
  “They’re wrong,” says 
Mitchell. “W&G is
actually a lot of work, 
and we don’t just put
people that we like, 
we put people that we 
think can do the job, 
and make a good per-
formance.”
   “The beauty of hav-
ing three directors, 
five assistant directors 
and three advisers is 
that we have many dif-
ferent viewpoints on 
a single act,” Bleich 
said. You can never be 
totally unbiased, but 
I think we do a good 
job.
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     If at all possible, I 
urge you, dear reader, to 
imagine this: You wake 
up at dawn.  It’s cold 
outside. You drive to 
school and rush across 
the parking lot. Once 
everybody is there, you 
and your teammates 
begin lifting. It’s cold in 

the weight room. 
     “We wake up at 
6:15 each morning to 
go lift,” swim captain 
Wes Darvin told me a 
few months ago, when 
I was considering join-
ing the team. 
     On Feb. 20, Darvin 
competed in the state 
swim tournament in 
100-yard breaststroke. 
He was the first BHS 

boy to qualify in at 
least 20 years.
      His teammates, 
Maya Gaines-Smith, 
Neel Lachhwani, Na-
than Wolkoff,  Juny-
oung Lee, Zach Davis, 
and Bagatur Askaryan 
joined him at districts. 
It was the swim team’s 
grueling practice 
schedule that got them 
there.

By Aaron Lowenkamp
Sports Editor

Gross, Harris and Walden Advance

  Beachwood’s wres-
tlers tied for 2nd 
place at the Division 
III District Tourna-
ment on Feb. 22 in 
Garfield Hts.
    Seniors Sam Gross 
and Ryan Harris 
each won their third 
district title, both 
qualifying for the 
fourth state tourna-
ment of their high 
school careers.
     Harris is a defend-
ing state champion 
with a 43-3 record.
     Gross won a state 
title his sophomore 
year and placed 
third last year. He 
has a 33-3 record 
this season.

Senior Anthony 
Wal-den finished 
fourth at Districts, 
also qualifying for 
states. Senior Paul 
Flowers, finishing 

fifth, will attend the 
state tournament as an 
alternate.
     Wrestling is a very de-
manding sport.
  “[I] work out all sum-
mer three times a week 
and lift every day,” 
said Harris.
 “It’s essentially a 
12-month sport, we 
always compete, go to 
camps and work out,” 
Gross said.
   “To wrestle you need 
to prepare a ton,” fresh-
man Josh Bialosky said. 
“You can’t just show up 
to practice or a match 
and beat everyone.”
  Some athletes get 
nervous before a post-
season match.
  “[I will be] a little bit 
nervous,” Gross said. 
“It’s good to be ner-
vous, and that ner-
vousness goes away 
when you get out onto 
the mat.”
   Given the tremendous 

demands of wrestling 
season, something mo-
tivates these wrestlers 
to push themselves to 
the limit.
   “It gives you more 
self discipline and self 
-control...  makes you 
think twice before you 
do or try something 
stupid,” senior Anthony  
Walden wrote in a text.
      “[My favorite part is] 
getting my hand raised 
[after a win],” Harris 
said.
    Coach Dugan Bent-
ley is proud of his 
team’s success.
  “The Beachwood 
wrestlers want to be 
good,” he said. “They 
take advantage of op-
portunities that we 
really try to expose 
them to. Fortunately, 
they buy into that. 
They have a lot of suc-
cess and a lot of that is 
from taking advantage 
of opportunities.”

By Aden Stern
Staff Writer

How to Get to the State Swim Meet: A Day in the Life of Wes Darvin

Senior Wes Darvin is the first male swimmer from BHS to compete at the state 
swim meet in at least 20 years.  Photo courtesy of ProEvent Photo.

     At 7:00 he was al-
ready sweating, grap-
pling with the temp-
tation to go back to 
sleep. The rest of the 
day was spent rushing 
through cold hallways. 
     Occasionally, he 
might get  a question 
about why his head 
was shaved. He might 
answer, as Varsity 
swimmer and junior 
Monica Colmenares 
told me, that shaving 
heads is a tradition 
that builds team spirit.
     Around 4:00, prac-
tice began. First came 
the dry land workout. 
For thirty minutes, 
Darvin and his team-
mates repeated planks, 
burpees and push-ups. 
Thirty seconds of non-
stop burpees. Thirty 
more. Thirty more. Af-
ter five minutes on the 
humid pool deck, he 
was swimming in his 
own sweat.
      After dry land prac-
tice, he would get in 
the pool. For the next 
hour and a half, his life 
was counted in laps. 
The warm-up, around 

nine laps, is never 
that horrible. It’s what 
comes after that’s dif-
ficult. Usually, he 
would sprint, strain-
ing himself to swim at 
top speed while main-
taining the proper 
form. Following each 
lap, coach Brad Bur-
get would bark correc-
tions. Each swimmer 
would dive back in, 
ready to do better. 
     Towards the end of 
the seven-thousand 
yard practice, Darvin 
began to feel exhaus-
tion. He had to breathe 
more often. His stroke 
was slower. It got hard-
er to maintain form. Yet 
his coach was still bark-
ing, calling each swim-
mer out by name. It was 
freezing in the water.
     It’s not as if Darvin 
can escape these gru-
eling practices. “As 
you go throughout the 
season, practices get 
harder and harder,” 
sophomore and var-
sity swimmer Sophie 
Schoen told me.
     Yet swimmers know 
that the coaches are 

there for them. 
     “Our coaches push 
you as hard as you 
can go for as long as 
you can,” explained 
sophomore  and var-
sity swimmer Bagatur 
Askaryan. 
     Darvin swam his 
final lap in practice. 
He wanted to gasp for 
air, but only allowed 
himself to come up 
for enough air to keep 
going. The ride home 
was a cold one. 
     The next day, he re-
peated the cycle.

When I asked her 
why she thought swim-
ming was so hard, 
Colmenares said, “be-
cause of the mentality 
to keep pushing your-
self even when you’re 
too tired to keep go-
ing.” 
     That is what a swim-
mer’s life is every day: 
Ignoring the cold, the 
heat, the pain, the 
hunger, exhaustion, 
the lack of oxygen, all 
to keep going. Why is 
swimming so hard? 
Because it’s not just a 
sport, it’s a lifestyle. 

Girls B-Ball Ties for CVC Title

   The girls basketball 
team has a 17-6 record 
and is tied for the CVC 
league title. 
   On Feb. 22, the Bison 
also managed to clinch 
a 49-43 win against 
Kirtland in the sec-
tional championship. 
   “It was a war; a 
knockdown, drag ‘em 
out war,” Beachwood 
head coach Mike Core-
no told beachwoodbi-
son.org.
   Though the Bison 
struggled at the begin-
ning of the game, they 
ended the first half 
with a 27-19 lead. They 
attempted to prevent 
Kirtland from scoring 
more than 40 points, 
and nearly did because 
Kirtland’s final two-
pointer was just before 
the buzzer. 
   Another key game was 

against Independence 
on Feb. 13.  Senior Mi-
kah Aldridge ended the 
first quarter with the 
first three-pointer of 
the game, bringing the 
score to 11-8.
   During the second 
quarter, the Blue Dev-
ils began catching up 
with the Bison due to 
multiple fouls and tied 
with the Bison midway 
through the second 
quarter with at 15-15. 
Both teams remained 
strong during second 
quarter and ended the 
half at 19-19.
   The Blue Devils became 
very aggressive during 
the fourth quarter, but 
the Bison were prepared, 
with Sophomore Jaelyn 
Pounds playing powerful 
defense. With sweat drip-
ping and shoes squeak-
ing, the Bison won 42-32.
   “Last year we had a 
very good season,” se-
nior Aneisha Hardin 
said, “and a lot of peo-

ple realized we’re 
good, so now they 
expect more from 
us.”   
   “People underes-
timate us,” Senior 
Micah Aldridge 
said. “That makes 
us want to work 
harder.”
   “Every person on 
the team is a strong 
player, said senior 
Christina Oden. “I 
have very strong 
hopes for going to 
state. If we work 
hard and work to-
gether, we should 
make it.” 
   “Our coaches are 
great and they push 
and motivate us,” 
Oden said. “If we are 
doing [something] 
wrong, they help us 
do [it] right.” 
   On Thurs., Feb. 26, 
the Bison will play 
Elyria Catholic for 
the district semifinal 
game.

By Emilykate 
Hopson-Boyd 
& Naomi Grant
Staff Writer

Boys Basketball Ranked #1 in State, Ready for District Semifinals 

    Bison basketball is 
ranked #1 in Division 
III entering the play-
offs, a first in school 
history, according to 
the AP Ohio State Bas-
ketball Poll.
   “A ranking is nice for 
the kids,” Head Coach 
Matt Miller said. 

Bison earned the CVC 
Metro Division title 
for the first time since 
2009.
   Senior captain John 
Davis attributes his 
success to “working 
hard, staying in the 
gym [and] having the 
people around me...
that compete with me 
every day.”
   Sophomore Dassan 

“They’ll be able to re-
member that when 
they leave high school 
and for the rest of their 
lives.” 
    A game ending in a 
loss to Lake Catholic 
on Feb. 24 left the Bi-
son with a 19-3 record, 
undefeated in confer-
ence play.
      After beating Inde-
pendence 85-57, the 

Rhodes said that one 
of his goals for the sea-
son was“try and get all 
the way.”
    The bison are well on 
their way to this goal, 
starting the sea-son 
by beating out Orange 
on Dec. 6, one of their 
biggest wins, accord-
ing to Miller. 
   The Orange win was 
only an indicator of 

what was to come.
   “One of our big wins 
was Hawken,” Rhodes 
said.  “We were up by a 
little bit, and then they 
came back.” 
   In the end, the Bison 
won 63-56. 
   “We had a good win 
against LaBrae,” Davis 
said. 
   In this game, the Bi-
son avenged their loss 

last year at the regional 
finals with a 67-41 win, 
according to Beach-
woodbison.org. 
    “I came in to a really 
good situation,” Miller 
said. “We’re very lucky 
to have these players.” 
    On Feb. 28, the Bison 
play Elyria Catholic for 
the district semifinal 
game.

By Naomi Grant
Opinion Editor, 
Additional reporting 
by Beachcomber Staff
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Alexandria Smith
1. What’s your happiest mem-
ory of highschool so far? 
When Caspar Lee, a fa-
mous youtuber, followed 
me on Tumblr. 

2. What is the most annoy-
ing noise you can think of?
 My mom and dad’s 
voices when I’m trying 
to take a nap. 

3. Would you ever consider 
getting a tattoo, if so, what?
 I have considered get-
ting a tattoo. It would 
be of the Disney logo 
that they show at the 
beginning of each movie.

4. Describe the perfect pair of 
shoes in five words or less. 
Chuck Taylors.

Enrique Caraballo
1. If you could be a character in 
a book which book would it be 
and why? 
I've recently been reading The 
Walking Dead comic books be-
cause it's my favorite show! So 
I would probably be Michonne, 
because who wouldn't want 
to walk around with a katana 
sword killing zombies?

2. Would you ever consider get-
ting a tattoo, if so, what?
Maybe. I have always wanted 
MADE IN USA in military letters 
at the bottom of my foot. I am 
also a huge Disney Fanatic so I 
would also consider getting 
ANDY tattooed at the bottom 
on my foot. I wouldn't get both 
though . that would be really 
weird.

3. If you could change anything 
about this school what would it be?
I would change the silverware 
here at the school. It's filthy 
and I would rather use plastic 
silverware. Just the thought 
of using silverware that was in 
multiple people's mouths is just 
gross. Eww!

David Bohm
1. What’s the stupidest thing 
you’ve ever done?
I ran through a 
screen door and 
broke it because I 
saw candy on the 
other side.

2.What’s the best name for a 
pet?
Snickers because 
snickers are deli-
cious.

3. What’s the most important 
thing you’ve learned this year?
If you’re getting 
enough sleep each 
night, you’re do-
ing something 
wrong.

4. What is the most annoy-
ing noise you can think of?
The screeching 
of a banshee com-
bined with that 
of a cicada.

Andie Cohen
1. If you could be a character 
in a book, which book would 
it be and why?
In most of the books I have 
read the main character 
has something bad happen 
to them, and I haven’t read 
a lot of books lately. I guess 
I would be Astrid from The 
Gone Series because she 
has superpowers and is a 
awesomer version of Kat-

niss. 

2.What’s the most impor-
tant thing you’ve learned 
this year?
Mental health before 
grades.

3. Would you ever con-
sider getting a tattoo, if so, 

what?
I would never get a tat-

too, but if I was FORCED I 
would get A-7713 in honor 
of Elie Wiesel or a small 
Jewish Star on the inside of 
my wrist.

4. Describe the perfect pair of 
shoes in five words or less.
Comfortable, fashionable, 
durable, sturdy and sup-
portive.

You see them walking through the halls. But who are they on the inside? Photos by Anita Lekova, Kate Opre, and Susan Eiben.


