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Starting in Aug. 2014, BHS students will have 
the opportunity to enroll in a medical academy 
implemented by University Hospitals (UH) and 
Beachwood Schools. This program will prepare 
students for college and careers in medicine. 

“Next year’s freshmen will be the first class 
of students who can take advantage of the full 
four years of opportunities, but older students 
can [take some courses],” Superintendent Dr. 
Richard Markwardt wrote in an email. “The 
program will not be exclusively for students 
who want to become doctors. Others seeking 
professional careers in the medical field... may 
also participate.”

According to Beachwood Schools’ Director of 
Marketing and Development Doug Levin, ad-
ministrators want to give students more oppor-
tunities, but also benefit employers.   

“We’re opening doors with the business 
community that create resources for teachers 
and opportunities for students, and at the same 
time, provide value back to the businesses that 
support us,” he wrote in an email.

According to UH’s Vice President of Corpo-
rate Health, P.J. Hrehocik, students will gain a 
range of skills. 

“[Students graduating] would have a knowledge 
level of basic hospital administration,” she said.  

“Health care is changing. We want to make 
sure the kids understand that,” Hrehocik said. 

The curriculum, which will be determined 
by Beachwood staff and UH officials, is going to 
prepare students for a range of medical careers. 

“Students will be immersed in a hospital set-
ting during their internships and summer ex-
periences,” Markwardt wrote. “They will [gain] 
a strong academic background and an under-
standing of medical terminology that will serve 
them well in their college studies.”

“Students will need to commit to a rigorous 
science and math sequence and must be willing 
to study or attend seminars and courses during 
the summer,” Markwardt said.

Hrehocik hopes that the program will not be 
entirely teacher-centered.

“We hope it to be [hands on], really both lec-
ture and hands on,” she said.

Students will not be in a traditional class-
room. They will be at the Ahuja Medical Center 
on Richmond Rd. or at UH’s main campus. 

Nonetheless, students in the program will 
still have certain requirements at BHS. 

Some freshmen have shown excitement 
about this program. 

“I want to become either a neuro, cardio or 
pediatric surgeon. I would take [advantage of] 
this program,” freshman Swathi Srinivasin said. 

“I think it is interesting because it hasn’t 
been offered here before,” freshman Mukul Go-
vande said. “It’s the only program like this, and 
it gives us a more successful chance at becom-
ing doctors.”

District Partners With 
UH for Medical Academy
By Dalia Zullig
Staff Writer 
 Additional reporting by Arielle Tindel

Bryce Darby starred as “Gatsby,” Tess 
Kazdin as “Daisy,” and Wendy Pineda-
Gonzalez as “Jordan” in the Dec. 6-8 pro-
duction. Coverage continued on pg. 10. 

Gatsby Submerges Audience in 1920s

School Board  Eases Out-of-School Suspension Policy
By Cathy Perloff
Editor-in-Chief 

On Monday Dec. 16, 
the Board of Education 
unanimously passed 
a provision to the stu-
dent handbook allowing 
alternatives to out-of-
school suspension under 
certain circumstances.

“The main purpose 
of the change is to ac-
centuate the rehabili-
tative aspect rather 
than punitive aspect 
for first time offend-
ers,” said Board of Ed-
ucation President Dr. 
Brian Weiss.

The provision states 
that these alternative 
consequences may in-
clude, “referral for evalu-
ation/assessment, com-
munity service and/or 
referral to an alternative 
education program i.e., 
in-school restriction, 
weekend detention.”

The policy is retro-
active to the beginning 
of this school year.

“It is common prac-
tice to enforce a policy 
in a retroactive man-
ner such as this when 
we feel that a policy 
needs to be changed or 

updated,” Weiss wrote 
in an email. “If  the re-
sult of enforcement of 
a policy is not  what we 
feel is in the best inter-
est of a student today, 
it probably wasn’t in 
their best interest six 
months ago.”

The policy states 
that an offender can 
receive these conse-
quences upon admin-
istrative consideration 
of “the student’s own-
ership of his/her ac-
tions and the student’s 
disciplinary history.” 

According to Super-
intendent Dr. Richard 
Markwardt, “owner-
ship of his/her actions” 
refers to whether the 
offender originally 
admits to the act or 
lies first, and is later 
caught. “Prior disci-
plinary history” means 
a student’s record of 
broken school rules.

“The thing this does 
more than anything 
administrators have 
done in the past is to 
define two conditions 
that need to be consid-
ered by an administra-
tor,” Markwardt said. 

“[Student records 
have] always been looked 
at in the past but typical-
ly even if a student had a 
squeaky clean behavior 

record, if a student would 
commit an offense that 
would typically result in 
an out-of-school suspen-
sion, the kid received an 
out-of-school suspen-
sion,” Markwardt added. 

Some violations will 
not receive leniency.

“There are some 
infractions where the 
consequence may still 
be expulsion,” said 
Weiss. “If a student 
brings a weapon to 
school... punitive mea-
sures are more appro-
priate and often result 
in expulsion.”

According to Mark-
wardt, the Board took 
this measure to redress 
punishments viewed as 
too severe. 

“The thinking that 
drove this was that some 
students could have an 
offense on their record 
that could cause them 
consequences down the 
road that would exceed 
the nature of the of-
fense,” he said.

When asked if any 
specific student ac-
tions had precipitated 
the provision, Weiss 
could neither confirm 
nor deny. 

“I can’t answer that 
without telling you in-
formation that would 
involve implications of 

specific situations or 
students,” Markwardt 
said.

Students are divid-
ed about the issue.

“I agree with the 
[new policy] … Instead 
of punishing everyone 
by taking kids out of 
class, [they are] doing 
something [that] bene-
fits everyone, like com-
munity service,” Stu-
dent Council Executive 
Vice President Nathan 
Wolkoff said.

“ R e h a b i l i t a t i v e 
methods absolutely do 
need to be encouraged, 
especially for younger 
students. However, by 
not suspending stu-
dents for an action....
that [could be] illegal, 
the school is not pre-
paring students for 
the world outside the 
Beachwood bubble,” 
said senior Anshika 
Niraj.”High school is 
the time for students 
to become adults, but 
divorcing actions from 
consequences is never 
going to achieve this.”

Weiss feels the 
change is positive. 

“We’re happy with 
the change,” he said. 
“The bottom line, as 
always, is a change 
that’s in the best inter-
ests of kids.” 

Photos by Chad Tindel

Additional reporting 
by Grant Gravagna
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BHS students have 
noticed dramatic cur-
riculum changes this 
fall and are likely to see 
more in the next few 
years. Ohio is one of 
the 45 states and four 
US territories adopt-
ing the Common Core 
Curriculum, aiming 
to have it fully imple-
mented in the 2014-
2015 school year.

According to Prin-
cipal Edward Klein, 
the new curriculum 
will change how teach-
ers test more than it 
affects the course con-
tent.

“It is not telling 
us what to teach,” 
he said. “It just gives 
us the very broad 
ideas and concepts to 
teach.” For instance, 
English standards may 
require teachers to 
teach a Shakespearean 
drama. “That’s saying 
that you can teach any 
[drama] that Shake-
speare wrote,” Klein 
said. “You just have to 
teach the broad con-
cepts that they have 
set for you.”

The Common Core 
affects K-12 class-
rooms in math and 
language arts, and it 
is already being imple-
mented by teachers at 
the elementary level.

In order to meet 
Common Core stan-
dards, the math de-
partment has imple-
mented the College 
Preparatory Math Pro-
gram (CPM), a non-
profit program that is 
already being used in 
many other districts in 
the area.

The most obvi-
ous change in math 
is that all classes are 
now group-based. One 
of the main focuses 
of CPM textbooks is 
getting students to 
work cooperatively 
in groups rather than 
teacher-centered in-
struction.

The English depart-
ment has not made 
major changes yet, but 
plans to in the coming 
years.

Even though social 
studies, science and 
foreign language cur-
riculums are not di-
rectly affected by the 
Common Core, they 
will also see new state 
learning standards in 
the coming years.

With New Curriculum 
Comes New Tests

In two years, the 
Ohio Graduation Test 
(OGT) is scheduled to 
be replaced with new 

Common Core tests 
for math and English 
classes.

The Ohio legislature 
is considering tests de-
signed by the Partner-
ship for Assessment of 
Readiness for College 
and Careers (PARCC).

According to the 
PARCC web site, Ohio 
is one of 18 states–plus 
the District of Colum-
bia–that are consider-
ing the implementa-
tion of PARCC exams.

Another 24 states 
are members of the 
Smarter Balanced As-
sessment Consortium, 
another choice that 
the states have.

But according to 
the Smarter Balanced 
web site, the consor-
tium is developing 
only one test in high 
school math and one 
in language arts, to be 
administered at the 
end of 11th grade.

“They [Smarter Bal-
anced] are only writ-
ing one test for high 
school math, not one 
for the end of Alge-
bra 1, Geometry and 
Algebra 2 like PARCC 
is writing,” explained 
Katz.

The PARCC web-
site released a series 
of sample questions, 
which appear to be 
more in-depth than 
questions seen on the 
OGT.

For instance, with 
the Algebra 1 portion 
of the PARCC test, 
students are asked to 
write a system of equa-
tions, solve them and 
check their answer. An 
OGT question on the 
same material would 
ask students to deter-
mine which graph best 
fit a table of points.

When shown sam-
ple questions from  
PARCC and the OGT, 
Freshman Julia War-
ner agreed that the 
PARCC sample ques-
tions appeared to be 
more thorough.

“PARCC would bet-
ter test your knowl-
edge,” she said. “Tests 
that ask you for more 
things are [generally] 
better. The OGT test 
doesn’t ask enough.”

English Dept. Prepared 
for New Assessments

According to Eng-
lish Dept. Chair Evan 
Luzar, his department 
already emphasizes 
the type of critical 
thinking promoted by 
the Common Core.

“What the Com-
mon Core is doing is 
basically what we’ve 
always done at Beach-
wood,” he said.

“Beachwood has al-

ways taught at a higher 
level. The OGT asked 
us to teach at the level 
that we didn’t want to 
teach. [The new stan-
dards] are an affirma-
tion of what we’ve al-
ways done.”

Luzar adds that the 
Common Core is ask-
ing more of students 
than the OGT.

“They are asking us 
to be deeper thinkers, 
thoughtful writers…” 
he said, “far more 
than the OGT ever did. 
[PARCC] asks you to 
compare different pas-
sages to each other in a 
meaningful way.”

However, some 
teachers are not happy 
about the increased 
emphasis on standard-
ized curriculum and 
assessments. While 
these tools may im-
prove policy makers’ 
understanding of what 
happens in schools, 
according to English 
teacher Todd Butler, 
they take the fun out 
of teaching.

“The PARCC exam 
and the [Common 
Core] curriculum does 
sacrifice some of the 
passion and style that 
we put into our jobs,” 
he said.

Butler is also con-
cerned that he may 
have to teach to a 
PARCC-designed end-
of-course exam. Ac-
cording to Katz, each 
school district will 
decide whether to use 
the exams for course 
finals.

“Whether [PARCC 
exams] will be used 
as final exams or not 
is under local control, 
meaning individual 

school district will 
make the decisions 
not PARCC or the 
Ohio Dept. of Educa-
tion. That decision has 
not been made yet by 
Beachwood Schools as 
it would be very pre-
mature,” she wrote in 
an email.
 
 Mixed Reactions to 
New Math Curriculum

The Common Core 
makes math a more 
rigorous process, 
pushing more diffi-
cult concepts at lower 
grade levels.

According to Katz, 
this is a good thing.

“In the long run, the 
students will be better 
equipped to graduate 
from high school and 
go to college,” she said.

“Colleges … like 
the students being 
ready for college and 
not having to take re-
medial classes. They 
will now be prepared 
to take college-level 
courses.”

Katz also feels that 
the Common Core 
will improve students’ 
understanding of the 
relevance of what they 
learn.

“Students will be 
able to see the topics 
in various applications 
so they can really un-
derstand them and not 
just memorize,” she 
said. “[As a student 
moves] from topic to 
topic, it will link to-
gether.”

Math teacher Jes-
sica Kellogg also feels 
that the Common Core 
will improve student 
learning.

“It focuses on prob-
lem solving strategies 

as opposed to algo-
rithms,” she said. “We 
want students to think 
through the math in-
stead of not know-
ing why they did it. 
[This] allows students 
to come to a solid un-
derstanding of the 
work. There is a higher 
level of retention, and 
it shows up in home-
work, tests, midterms 
and finals.”

“Requiring students 
to think has been a big 
struggle. It used to just 
be about solving and 
getting another an-
swer,” Kellogg said.

She added that the 
freshmen are reacting 
better than the other 
grades.

“The [upperclass-
men] were hesitant…
Freshmen have adapt-
ed better because it’s 
just a whole new high 
school experience,” 
she said. 

But many fresh-
man, including War-
ner, do not like the 
group-based element.

“I don’t like the 
groups,” she said. “I 
personally feel that 
we don’t learn as well 
when we don’t know 
what we’re supposed 
to be learning. The 
teacher actually knows 
the content. Some-
times it works out if 
one person knows the 
material, but other-
wise it doesn’t work.”

Both Kellogg and 
Katz agree that The 
Common Core will 
help students retain 
the information.

“The biggest thing 
is, it will help them re-
tain knowledge,” Kel-
logg said. “They learn 
strategies to approach 
a problem that is diffi-
cult. The kids develop 
skills so they have a list 
of things to try [when 
solving a problem].”

“Students learn how 
to problem-solve,” she 
said. “In reality, life 
is all about problem-
solving.”
   

Higher Standards Could 
Increase Stress

Since the Common 
Core increases rigor, 
more stress is likely to 
be placed on students. 
According to school 
psychologist Kevin Ke-
melhar, students are 
already feeling copi-
ous amounts of stress.

“Kids were already 
up later, therefore 
getting less sleep,” he 
said. “This decreases 
your performance 
level. Your emotional 
state gets affected. 
You’re less able to 
deal with everyday 
situations that may be 
somewhat stressful.”

Kemelhar also said 
that lack of sleep and 
not eating can lead to 
health problems down 
the road.

“Stress affects ap-
petite and basically 
everything that you 
do…” he said, “… how 
your body functions, 
your immune system, 
concentration in class 
and above all your per-
formance.”

Kemelhar empha-
sized the importance 
of the parents’ role.

“It’s the parents’ 
responsibility to sit 
down and talk about 
how they need to work 
and at what pace,” he 
explained. “Unfortu-
nately, from a teacher 
standpoint, you have 
to keep going. I think 
a big job falls on par-
ents. [They] have to 
monitor what [their] 
kids are doing, how 
many activities they’re 
in and make the de-
cision that they are 
spread too thin.”

According to Dr. 
Adriana Galván of the 
University of Cali-
fornia, the greater 
amount of stress put 
on a teenager signifi-
cantly reduces his or 
her ability to contem-
plate the consequenc-
es of their actions. This 
is true because the 
prefrontal cortex of 
the brain, the part that 
regulates behavior, 
isn’t fully developed in 
teenagers. After a par-
ticularly stressful day, 
teenagers are more 
prone to make risky 
choices without think-
ing about the conse-
quences.

Klein is hopeful 
about Beachwood stu-
dents’ performance.

“It’s improving the 
quality of our educa-
tion,” he said. “Our 
community will do 
well with this in-
creased rigor of the 
Common Core.”

Common Core Curriculum Brings New Expectations For Students and Teachers
By Dalia Zullig
Staff Writer

Math teacher Jessica Kellog sees better retention with the new curriculum.
Photo by Harsarjan Gill

English teacher Todd Butler is wary of increased emphasis 
placed on standardized tests. Photo by Reid Gobieski
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Administrators want 
students to be aware 
that the things they 
do on school-owned 
devices are not all pri-
vate.

“Everything (stu-
dents) do online can 
be tracked and traced,” 
said Assistant Princi-
pal Ryan Patti.

The school has ac-
cess to a Chromebook 
user’s search history, 
frequent searches, 
emails and more.

“Our management 
software gives us the 
ability to view stu-
dent internet usage 
and emails,” Direc-
tor of Curriculum and 
Technology Ken Veon 
wrote in an email.

Veon explained that 
even if a student de-
letes his or her search 
history, what he or she 
does online can still 
be uncovered if neces-
sary.

Not only can ad-
ministrators look at a 
student’s history, but 
they can restrict the 
websites students can 

access. As students 
may have noticed, 
some keywords and 
websites are blocked 
on the school wireless 
network.

“There are certain 
terms that are con-
sidered inappropri-
ate and are blocked 
by our district filter,” 
Veon wrote. “But after 
that, we try to deter-
mine which sites are 
not appropriate for the 
learning environment 
or would cause stress 
on our network.”

Everything on 
a student’s school-
owned Google account 
can also be monitored. 
Even when typing in a 
Google Doc, school au-
thorities can see what 
students are doing.

“The school district 
has ownership of (stu-
dents’ Google Drives), 
but students would be 
allowed to download 
and save all of the files 
upon graduation or 
leaving Beachwood,” 
Veon wrote.

Students’ posts 
to social media also 
might concern admin-
istrators, even when 

posted from home 
computers. While the 
school can not monitor 
social media content 
posted off-campus, 
bullying and inappro-
priate behavior on-
line between students, 
when brought to ad-
ministrators’ atten-
tion, can be handled 
by the school.

Administrators en-
courage students to 
report incidents of cy-
ber-bullying.

“The best way for us 
to deal with cyber-bul-
lying still begins with 
students reporting it 
to adults in the build-
ing,” Ken Veon said.

The 4th amend-
ment of the U.S. Con-
stitution disallows 
the search of personal 
property without prob-
able cause. However, 
the justification for the 
school’s monitoring of 
computers maintains 
that Chromebooks, 
Google Drive and 
email accounts–like 
lockers–belong to the 
school, and therefore 
aren’t student prop-
erty.

In fact, school of-

ficials are required to 
implement oversight 
to students’ Internet 
use at school. Accord-
ing to the Children’s 
Internet Protection 
Act (CIPA), enacted 
in 2000, the school 
must employ an in-
ternet safety policy 
that prevents students 
from accessing harm-
ful content. Under this 
law, the school must 
apply filters that block 
questionable c o n -
tent in order to re-
ceive federal discounts 
for internet access.

“We are required to 
follow CIPA to ensure 
student use of the In-
ternet is appropriate,” 
Veon wrote.

BHS students gen-
erally seem to un-
derstand the school’s 
monitoring of laptops.

“(The school) gave 
us the laptops, so they 
have the right to moni-
tor our behavior,” said 
freshman Julia War-
ner. “If you’re using 
this as an educational 
device, they have the 
right to block things 
that would not be ben-
eficial to our educa-

tion, at least while at 
school.”

According to Patti, 
students should be 
responsible online be-
cause Chromebooks 
are an educational re-
source, and they can 
be taken away.

“(Laptop use is) a 
privilege, not a right,” 
said Patti. If a violation 
of school rules, either 
out of school or in, is 
brought to the school’s 
attention, disciplinary 
measures may include 
the confiscation of lap-

tops or the restriction 
of their usage.

“Everyone should 
be aware that nothing 
online is completely 
private,” Veon said.

Veon and Patti both 
emphasized that it is 
important for students 
to know that any inap-
propriate behavior on-
line can be discovered 
by the school, so they 
can stay safe, respon-
sible, and appropriate 
while using these com-
puters.

With More Technology Comes More Monitoring, Chromebooks Included
By Cameron Godfrey
Staff Writer

The Minority Achievement Com-
mittee (MAC) meets every other 
Wednesday after school in social 
studies teacher Greg Deegan’s class-
room.  

According to Deegan, one of the 
main goals is to improve academic 
achievement for all minority stu-
dents. 

“We try to connect members to 
all the academic offerings, but also 
explore ways to improve academic 
performance,”  Deegan said.

At one of the meetings this fall, 
Deegan’s room was filled with 
laughter. As students sat down, the 
MAC Executive Board members 
walked in: juniors Marilyn Farley, 
Tyler Thomas and Porsche Moore. 

Deegan advises the group with 
interpreter Patte Bettis-Eddie.

The meetings begin with mem-
bers saying the MAC pledge:

“As a MAC scholar, I pledge to 
strive for academic excellence, re-
spect and leadership among Afri-
can Americans and others in our 
school and community. I will en-
gage in the meetings and do my 
best to further the group to excel-
lence. I am a MAC Scholar.”

Another one of the group’s goals 
is to close the achievement gap be-
tween minorities and non-minori-
ties by providing a support system.

“[One of our goals] is to be 
[an] academic and social support 
network for anyone interested in 
thinking about race in schools and 
in our culture,” Deegan said.

“Usually students do better with 
other students,”  sophomore MAC 

member Bryce Darby wrote in an 
email, “...because they can relate... 
I believe the kids will do better and 
can get work done more produc-
tively, but the biggest thing is they 
have to want it for themselves.”

“[MAC] gives you an insight on 
African-American history and our 
culture,” Darby wrote. “...as well 
as what we had to go through to 
get to where we are today...[it] just 
brings everyone closer together. It 
is also a great experience because it 
is not only just for African-Ameri-
can...students, but for...any eth-
nicity: Whites, Hispanics, Asians, 
it doesn’t matter, everyone’s wel-
comed.”

For every meeting there is al-
ways a schedule on the board. Dur-
ing the Oct. 30 meeting, the major-
ity of the time was spent deciding 
on a theme for the Black History 
Month Assembly. 

A stuffed kangaroo was used to 
moderate. Members may not speak 
unless holding the kangaroo. 

The MAC’s biggest priority at 
that meeting was planning for a 
Black History Month Celebration 
“Many white people think ‘oh, it’s 
Black History Month, so I don’t 
need to worry about it,’” Deegan 
said. “That’s not true. People need 
to realize that the only way we are 
going to overcome this is by every-
body getting involved and learning 
about it.”  

“I am cognizant of the fact that 
there is an achievement gap among 
our African-American students 
here in Beachwood,” Bettis-Eddie 
said. “I would be a lackadaisical Af-
rican-American educator if I didn’t 
try to be a part of a solution to close 
the gap.”

By Dalia Zullig
Staff Writer

MAC Scholars Address Achievement Gap

“Everyone should be aware that nothing online is 
completely private,” said Director of Curriculum 
and Technology Ken Veon. Photo  by Emily Topilow



Opinion TheBeachcomber 4

The issue of school celebration 
of holidays is one as old as Amer-
ica. At its heart, the issue repre-
sents another facet of the separa-
tion of church and state. 

It is clear that a school repre-
sents the “state,” as it is clearly a 
governmental body. However, it 
is unclear to many if holiday lights 
represent “the church.” 

In America, Christmas lights 
are often purported to be an 
“American expression” rather 
than a religious one. However, 
neither Christmas nor Hanukkah 
are American holidays, and more 
specifically, the lights are what 
they are: Christmas lights. 

To see this, people should look 
at the origin of Christmas lights.

As explained by the The Christ-
mas Archives, “originally, monks 
would place trees as a demon-
stration of their faith”. When it 
became dark, they would light 
candles on the top. These candles 
became the star that currently 
tops a majority of trees. Eventu-
ally, more candles took the place 
of the single candle, and even lat-
er lights took the place of candles.

Therefore, the origin, and the 
continued existence, of Christmas 
lights are perceived as religious 
expression, even if the intent is 
not there.

The best case against a public 
display of lights is actually a reli-
gious argument. 

Teachers, administrators and 
other school staff have their own 
interpretations and customs re-
garding holidays.  Especially to 
younger students, these lessons 
can be imprinted upon individu-
als who simply don’t know any 
better.

This is a serious problem, es-
pecially in the eyes of religious 
parents. Typically, choices and 
teachings about religion are made 
between parents and clerical staff. 
As a private matter, that is where 

religion should remain: in the 
hands of parents, not teachers. 

This also works in both direc-
tions. There is no reason that a 
Jewish teacher should be forced 
to, nor should they, teach the ide-
als of Christianity. Similarly, a 
Christian teacher does not have 
the background or the moral obli-
gation to teach Hanukkah.

Perhaps worse, students and 
parents are often offended by in-
appropriate expressions of faith 
in a classroom. This translates 
into tiresome pressure on admin-
istrative officials or could even ex-
plode into a lawsuit. It is simply 
easier on every party involved to 
keep all forms of religion, includ-
ing christmas lights, in homes in-
stead of public spaces.

Another important facet of the 
Christmas lights debate is the le-
gal aspect. As alluded to above, 
the First Amendment to the Con-
stitution expressly prohibits the 
federal government from passing 
a law “respecting an establish-
ment of religion”. Later, the Four-
teenth Amendment was used to 
apply the First Amendment to all 
levels of government.

Unfortunately, the Supreme 
Court has been relatively unclear 
as to what exactly represents an 
“establishment” of any one type 
of religion.

In Lemon V. Kurtzman, Chief 
Justice Berger established rela-
tively ambiguous standards. The 
first is that actions must demon-
strate secular legislative purpose. 
However, the presentation of 
these images frequently lacks the 
accompanying presentation of 
government interests. In the case 
of holiday lights, it is frequently 
impossible for someone to con-
stantly demonstrate any interests. 

Once again, this leaves school 
officials subject to the discretion 
of a judge’s interpretation. It is 
simply easier to avoid the issue, 
and avoid the lights all together. 

Do Holiday Decorations Have a Place in a Public School?

The Case for the Church/State Wall

By Jon Shapiro
Staff Writer

This time of the year, stores are festooned with holiday decorations and products for the next religious celebration. Yet when we walk through 
the halls of BHS, there isn’t much acknowledgement of the upcoming holidays. Is it right to create an environment where religious holidays are 
celebrated? After all, the White House holds a Hanukkah menorah and Christmas tree every year.  In this issue, Beachwood students consider 
whether it is acceptable for holiday decorations to grace the walls of a public school.

Religion is at the Heart of American History
By Cathy Perloff
Editor-in-Chief

As snow piles on the ground, 
many Americans merrily buy 
their holiday decorations. They 
muse about whether to put them 
on the mantle or the door. But 
schools don’t make that choice. 
For years, it has been considered 
politically incorrect for public fa-
cilities to sport holiday decora-
tions because they are thought to 
violate the establishment clause 
of the Constitution. People be-
moan how “un-American” it is for 
our schools to say one religion is 
better than the other. 

America is about freedom, and 
this is a flagrant violation of our 
American freedoms, right?

 While this ideology has 
merit, I think it is an incorrect 
view of American culture. Reli-
gion has long been at the corner-
stone of America. The first set-
tlers came seeking escape from 
religion-based oppression. When 
they came to America, they sought 
to create a “City on a Hill” where 
religion was the basis of everyday 
life.

In the 1840s, as the fervor of 
Jacksonian democracy swept 
through the states, religion, in ad-
dition to politics was redefined. 
The Second Great Awakening 
was seen as an expression of de-
mocracy as more denominations 
became available. America is not 
defined by freedom from religion, 
but freedom of religion.

The religious nature of Ameri-
cans are still evident today. Ac-
cording to a 2006-2008 Gallup 
Poll, America has a relatively high 
amount of religious people, es-
pecially compared to other first 
world countries. 65% of respon-
dents to the survey answered that 
religion was important to them. 
This is higher than the United 
Kingdom (26.5%) and even Isra-

el, with 49.5% saying that religion 
was important to them.

So what does this mean in 
terms of holiday decorations? 
Schools should not hide from reli-
gion because they’re afraid of vio-
lating American culture. Instead, 
they should celebrate religion pre-
cisely because a pillar of American 
culture.

I’m not saying that BHS should 
have a Christmas tree in the 
atrium. Instead, schools should 
decorate their schools with adorn-
ments from winter festivals of all 
religions: Hannakuh, Christmas, 
Diwali, Kwanza etc. American 
public schools are supposed to en-
trust our children with the values 
that made America great. Religion 
is one of these values, thus instead 
of running from it, we should em-
brace it. 

Cartoon by Soliana Goldrich

Cartoon by Jessica Tall Cartoon by Kate Opre
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As December de-
scends upon us yet 
again, we experience 
what is touted to be 
the most joyous sea-
son: the winter holi-
days. 

However, one is-
sue continues to rear 
its ugly head year af-
ter year: whether to go 
with the “safe” choice 
of “Happy Holidays,” 
or its oft-shunned 
cousin “Merry Christ-
mas.” 

For those unfamil-
iar with the debate, al-
low me to bring you up 
to speed. On one side, 
some believe that the 
use of “Merry Christ-
mas” is offensive to 
those who do not cel-
ebrate the holiday. The 
other side, though, 
believes that by say-

ing “Happy Holidays” 
or “Season’s Greet-
ings,” you are not truly 
acknowledging the 
Christmas holiday.I 
understand where 
both sides are coming 
from.  

However, debat-
ing the use of various 
greetings is a contro-
versy that should not 
even exist. 

Have we really be-
come so sensitive to 
the world around us? 

If, for instance, 
you’re an atheist, and 
someone wishes you 
a “Happy Hanuk-
kah,” I see no reason 
to feel offended. The 
other person certainly 
was not wishing you 
ill will, and likely was 
not looking to affront 
you. Odds are, he or 
she was just being po-
lite… just attempting 
to make your day even 

the slightest bit better. 
Likewise, for those 

who are offended by 
terms such as “Happy 
Holidays” and feel that 
those who use these 
greetings aren’t ac-
knowledging Christ-
mas, this just isn’t so. 
It’s not inappropriate 
for public employees 
to say “Happy Holi-
days” or “Seasons 
Greetings.” 

This is a debate that 
should be put to rest. 

No matter which 
side you’re on, with 
any case of mistaken 
religious identity that 
you may come across, 
just take the kind 
greeting in stride, re-
turn the acknowledge-
ment, and move on. 

For those who in-
sist on perpetuating 
this conflict, well, it’s 
a Festivus for the rest 
of us.

Don’t Fret About Holiday Greetings
By Grant Gravagna
News Editor
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In 2013 alone, we experienced 
a bombing at the Boston Mara-
thon, the recovery of three kid-
napped women who were being 
held hostage in (almost) plain 
sight and the third longest gov-
ernment shutdown in the history 
of the United States. Although 
these events were all deeply trou-
bling, each one can teach us an in-
valuable lesson.

The Boston bombings remind 
us how important it is to live life 
to the fullest every day.  Even 
though only three people died 
(which is three too many), 264 
were injured, according to The NY 
Times, and the lives of countless 
others were altered forever.

 All three of the victims were 
young. In their honor, and in 
the honor of all young and tragic 
deaths, live each day to the full-
est, because you never know when 
your life can change completely. 

Less than a month later, Aman-
da Berry escaped from the home 
of Ariel Castro and sought help to 
free Gina De Jesus and Michelle 
Knight. These women bravely 
endured many years of captivity, 

right in the middle of Cleveland. 
Remarkably, they were able to 
keep hope in the face of torture.

Because most of us haven’t 
experienced anything nearly as 
traumatic, we should never lose 
hope either.  Never lose hope that 
things will get easier, even with 
no end in sight, whether it be a 
life-threatening illness, or some-
thing like learning how to do the 
cultural comparison on the Span-
ish AP exam.

While the government shut-
down made me less than proud 
to be an American, it is another 
event we can learn from. We 
elected representatives because 
they are (supposedly) willing to 
compromise. Congress’s inability 
to do something so simple caused 
the country to suffer, with shut-
down and furlough. Once you are 
an adult, or at least over the age 
of seven, you need to realize that 
things don’t always go your way.   

When looking back at the 
whirlwind 2013, it makes me 
wonder about the fate of the hu-
man race, or, at least, of America.  
If we can learn from tragic events 
and other people’s mistakes, we 
can ensure that 2014 is better.

By Naomi Grant
Columnist

 This fall, the school 
district adopted a one-
to-one Chromebook pro-
gram in the high school. 

However incredible 
this new technology is, 
there is a price to pay. 

All students have 
their data monitored 
by Beachwood Schools. 
Everything you do on 
Gmail or on the school’s 
wireless network can 
be accessed by school 
district officials.

Web browsing his-
tory, emails, chats, so-
cial networking activ-
ity. It’s all there. And 
Big Brother can see it 
at any time. 

Under The Chil-
dren’s Internet Pro-
tection Act (CIPA), 
Federal law requires 
school systems to en-
force an internet safe-
ty policy.

But if students must 
give their right to pri-
vacy away, they ought 
to be given a choice. 
Students must be al-
lowed to choose wheth-
er the reward is worth 
the loss of liberty. 

However, a one-to-
one laptop program 
prohibits students 
from choosing. As 
technology becomes 
more part of the class-
room, the only way for 

students to succeed is 
to have some sort of 
personal computer. For 
those who cannot af-
ford their own laptop, 
the only option is to 
use the Chromebook. 
In effect, the school is 
forcing students to give 
up our Fourth Amend-
ment rights.

On top of that, 
Chromebooks further 
lower the standards 
of probable cause. 
In New Jersey v. 
T.L.O., the Supreme 
Court decided that 
the Fourth Amend-
ment still applies to 
school officials, how-
ever, the standards 
of probable cause are 
lower because the 
school has an inter-
est in maintaining a 
safe environment. For 
example, schools are 
not required to obtain 
a warrant to search 
a student’s locker or 
backpack. School of-
ficials must simply 
show their search is 
reasonable.

Personal school com-
puters make unreason-
able searches easier than 
ever. While administra-
tors may not have to have 
a warrant to search a 
student’s backpack, they 
must at the minimum 
explain their rationale 
to the student under 

search. After all, the 
student will probably 
notice that their back-
pack is missing. Now, 
schools can search stu-
dents e-mails and per-
sonal information on a 
computer without the 
student ever knowing. 
This will increase the 
likelihood that these 
searches will be arbi-
trary and violate the 
student’s right to pri-
vacy. 

Students should 
not have to choose be-
tween accessing the 
benefits of technol-
ogy and their Fourth 
Amendment rights. 
The school should re-
spect students’ good 
judgement, or at least 
their natural rights. If 
this is is too big a vio-
lation of CIPA, at the 
minimum, students 
have a right to know 
when their Chrome-
books are being 
searched; the standard 
for technology should 
not be lower than the 
standard for lockers 
and backs. All citizens 
of the United States, 
no matter their age, 
their school, or their 
circumstance, have 
the right to privacy, 
and this school should 
respect that. 

Lessons From the Tragedies of 2013

Choosing Technology Over Privacy
Beachcomber Staff

By Soliana Goldrich



Staycation:
What to do if you are spending your winter break in Cleveland

1. Make early New Year’s Resolutions and Start them now

Spend time with my 
fanily

Read 3 books in one 
month

Study for midterms 
weeks in advance

Hold the door for a 
stranger

Be nice to my little 
brother 

2. Be a 
tourist in 
Cleveland

Greater Cleveland

Aquarium

A Christmas Story 
House

The West Side Market

By Susan Eiben
Layout Editor



Staycation:
What to do if you are spending your winter break in Cleveland

The West Side Market

4. Kick 
back and 

relax, you 

deserve a 

break

3. Make the 

best of the 

Cleveland 

winter 
weather

Make a Snowman
Go Sleddin

g

Drink H
ot Cocoa

Snowball fi
ght

Hibernate through 
the Holidays

Watch a good movie

Treat yourself to your 
favorite video game

Watch an entire TV 
Series 

Go to bcomber.org and 
read up on some news

Surf the web for funny 
videos 

Cartoons by Kate Opre, Max Bleich, and Susan Eiben
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Shaina Wolinsky, 
a senior in the BHS 
band, started on the 
trumpet in fifth grade, 
switched to the dou-
ble french horn and 
mellophone in ninth 
gradel, then picked up 
the saxophone just for 
fun.

She studies music 
because she has always 
enjoyed band class.

“It’s a fun class,” she 
said. “It’s a way for me 
to de-stress. I’ve made 
a lot of good friends, 
and I like playing mu-
sic. So it’s something 
that encompasses a lot 
of what I love.”

Music education 
classes can provide 
a welcome relief for 
students from more 
stressful standard ac-
ademic courses. But 
what benefits do they 
provide students in 
the long run?

Sindya N. Bhanoo 
recently addressed 
this issue in the New 
York Times. She de-
scribed a recent study: 
“Older adults who took 
[music] lessons at a 
young age can process 
the sounds of speech 
faster than those who 
did not.”

Jason Chuong also 
addressed this issue in 
the Huffington Post. 
According to Chuong, 
music education can 
help failing students 
by giving them the 
motivation they need 
to get up and go to 
school.

Shaina Wolin-
sky believes music 
has helped her aca-
demically. “Music has 
taught me to take my 
time, to slow down 
and if something isn’t 
good, to go back and 
fix it,” she said.

Wolinsky also be-
lieves it has helped her 
in other aspects of her 
life, and will continue 
to benefit her in the 
future. “It has defi-
nitely helped me make 
friends,” she asserted. 
“In band is where I’m 
most comfortable and 
most relaxed.”

Whether or not Wo-
linsky decides to fol-
low a career in music, 
she feels that music 
will continue to be an 
important part of her 
life.

“I will never stop 
playing music,” she 
declared. “I may not 
study it in college, but 
I definitely don’t want 
to just stop playing. I’ll 
play for fun.”

Wolinsky also be-

lieves that music will 
help her achieve her 
future goals, whatever 
they may be.

“Music has taught 
me discipline,” she 
said. “It’s pushed me, 
and shown me that if 
I want something bad 
enough, I can get it.” 
Also, “if I stress out, 
I can go to my music, 
I can play, and then I 
can move forward.”

Ami Scherson, a 
junior in the BHS 
orchestra this year, 
has also studied mu-
sic fairly extensively 
throughout her life. 
She has taken eleven 
years of piano, four to 
five years of cello, four 
years of music theory, 
one and a half years of 
voice, and has attend-
ed music camps.

Like Wolinsky, she 
believes that music ed-
ucation has helped her 
succeed academically.

“Because of my mu-
sic education I have 
more discipline,” she 
said. “It has affected 
the way I perceive new 
ideas and concepts, 
and it has helped me 
with concentration.”

She also feels that 
music has benefitted 
her in other aspects of 
life.

“Anytime that I am 
stressed out, I go to 
music,” she said. “Lis-
tening to it, writing it… 
whatever.”

“It’s the one thing 
that I’ve had a passion 
for since I was little,” 
Scherson said. “I was 
never forced into it. 
My parents just guid-
ed me into it. I study 
it because it makes me 
happy.”

As for plans for a 
future career in music, 
she is uncertain. “Now 
I’m not sure,” she said.

“I used to want to 
be a music teacher, or 
go into music business 
or music producing. 
I’d want to be behind 
the scenes,” she said.

Whatever she de-
cides to do, she be-
lieves that music has 
influenced her goals. 
“My artistic ideas 
come from music,” she 
said. “So it will influ-
ence me in anything 
that I might choose to 
do.”

According to Band 
Director David Lud-
dington, music educa-
tion improves math 
scores. Additionally, 
many band students 
receive top ACT scores 
and are on the list of 
National Merit Schol-
ars.

“And those are just 
the tangible, measur-
able benefits,” he said.

L u d d i n g t o n ’ s 
claims are supported 
by a NAMM Founda-
tion (International 
Music Products Asso-

ciation) press release:
“Middle school and 

high school students 
who participated in 
instrumental music 
scored significantly 
higher than their non-
band peers on stan-
dardized tests.” Ac-
cording to the NAMM 
Foundation web site, 
studies performed in 
universities in Georgia 
and Texas “found sig-
nificant correlations 
between the number 
of years of instrumen-
tal music instruction 
and academic achieve-
ment in math, science 
and language arts.”

Orchestra Director 
Lisa Goldman has a 
similar point of view 
on the academic ben-
efits of music educa-
tion. “It allows you to 
think about things dif-
ferently,” she said. “It 
helps you to pull your 
information in, and 
learn to take it apart 
in a new way, and put 
it back together… and 
it allows you to have 
different observation 
skills.”

“You learn a lot of 
cooperation skills,” 
she continued. “There 
are different skills of 
thinking, listening, ob-
serving, and cooperat-
ing.”

In Luddington’s 
opinion, music educa-
tion can help students 
learn teamwork and 
independent prepara-
tion from deciding how 
to go about working 
on music pieces, espe-
cially in an ensemble 
setting. In band spe-
cifically, seniors often 

pick and help write 
some of the shows for 
the year, as well as 
teaching younger stu-
dents, which develops 

leadership skills.
“Music can help 

people who aren’t very 
good at expressing 
their feelings,” he said. 
“It teaches communi-
cation skills.” For ex-
ample, “some people 
who can’t speak very 
well in front of other 
people may be able to 
play their instrument 
in front of others and 
perform.”

“There is a long list 
of people who are mu-
sicians who are suc-
cessful in other fields,” 
Luddington added. 
“Music teaches you 
that doing something 
that’s difficult takes 
time and dedication. It 
takes pushing yourself 
when you’re tired and 
really sick of practic-
ing. It helps people 
dedicate themselves to 
achieving their goals.”

Goldman agrees 
that music training 
can help students 
achieve personal and 
professional goals un-
related to music. “The 
most common major 
for people applying to 
medical school after 
math and science is 
music,” she said.

“I’ve always had 
music in my life,” said 
guidance counselor 
Ashley Saferight. “Mu-
sic has always been the 
thing that I can go back 
to. It is never stressful 
to me because it is not 
my career. Music is the 
thing that helps me 
relax when the other 
things in my life are 
stressful. It’s always 
that positive in my 
life.”

Saferight traveled 
to Germany, Austria, 
and the Czech Re-
public with her choir 
in college, received a 
bachelor’s degree in 
music, and now has a 
private voice studio. 
She began singing in 
organized school choir 
in third grade, and has 
continued in various 
choirs ever since.

“Being able to study 
the thing that was my 
passion has helped 
me be satisfied,” she 
said. “Having music 
in my life helps me get 
through the day and 
tough times. Music is 
a huge part of my life.” 
Also, “Music made me 
interesting to other 
people when I was 
looking for jobs.”

“Every interview 
I’ve been in asked me 
about my music ma-
jor,” she said. “Most 
jobs that want you to 
have a four-year de-
gree, don’t require you 
to have a specific de-
gree. I have been able 
to reach my goals and 
find a career not teach-
ing music.”

Her training in mu-
sic not only gave her 
another area of exper-
tise, but it also helped 
her when applying to 
graduate programs. 
She applied to Georgia 
State University. She 
thought that her Bach-
elor’s degree in music 
would be a negative, 
but found out that 
they were looking for 
students with different 
types of backgrounds.

“It helped me to 
have a music degree 
because it made me 
stand out in a pile of 
applicants,” she said.

Saferight offered 
some advice for stu-
dents who are consid-
ering pursuing a de-
gree in something that 
is not related to a spe-
cific field.

“Have an idea of 
what type of field you 
do want to go into, 
and make sure that 
what you study won’t 
slow down your path 
to that field. If you are 
considering careers, 
you should keep in 
mind what you need 
to get done in order to 
get there. You could 
always double major 
or double minor to 
finish your require-
ments.” Also, “Know 
what you’re getting 
into.” Many students 
who originally want 
to major in music 
end up dropping out 
of the major because 
they don’t realize how 
much work it is.

Ashley Saferight’s 
musical training has 
also helped her in oth-
er aspects of her life.

“I learned that it’s 
okay to pursue your 
passion,” she said. “It 
made me unafraid to 
do something that oth-
er people didn’t neces-
sarily understand, and 
gave me the courage 
to not be afraid to do 
things that matter to 
me.” Even though she 
pursued a career un-
related to music, she 
does not regret her 
choice to major in mu-
sic. “It is part of the 
journey that led me 
to where I am today. 
Which is where I think 
I am meant to be.”

By Jenny Shand
Staff Writer

 The Value of Music Education: Tuning-up for a Lifetime

Freshman Yuke Zheng plays violin during orchestra class.
Photo by Kate Opre
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Students will soon 
be sitting in the guid-
ance office once again 
picking classes for 
next year. Many will be 
faced with the choice 
of whether to pick a 
light load or to pile on 
the Advanced Place-
ment classes. One 
factor that influences 
students’ choices is 
teacher recommenda-
tions.

The Beachcomber 
conducted an anony-
mous survey of stu-
dents in honors and AP 
classes to determine 
the impact of teacher 
and counselor recom-
mendations on stu-
dent participation in 
AP classes. We asked 
whether students were 
recommended, by 
whom, and we asked 
students to share their 
current grade in the 
class. 

Of the responses 

received from AP US 
History classes, only 
one student was not 
recommended. 

“[My goal is] not 
only to get a good 
grade, but to get the 
most out of the class,” 
wrote the one respon-
dent who wasn’t rec-
ommended for the 
class. 

Students at BHS 
have a myriad of AP 
classes to choose from. 
The school added six 
new AP classes last 
year, including AP 
Spanish Literature, AP 
Computer Science, AP 
Environmental Sci-
ence, AP Studio Art 
2-D Design, AP Eng-
lish Language and 
Composition and AP-
Micro and Macro eco-
nomics will be com-
bined to create a full 
year class. 

According to Guid-
ance Counselor Marcia 
Alperin, 149 students 
took AP tests last year. 

What is the Significance of a Teacher’s Course Recommendation?

By Emily Topilow
Features Editor This year, she antici-

pates that about 185 
students will take at 
least one AP test. 

According to Klein, 
about 400 AP tests 
were distributed last 
year, to Beachwood 
students. This year, 
the school is anticipat-
ing that 500 AP tests 
will be distributed. 

“I want kids to go 
and stretch them-
selves… try something 
more challenging,” 
Principal Ed Klein 
said. 

Most students get 
recommended for 
advanced classes by 
their teachers. Teach-
ers say they put a lot of 
thought into deciding 
which classes are rec-
ommended.

It’s not just about 
having an A in the 
class, but rather the 
work ethic, explained 
social studies teacher 
Pam Ogilvy. 

Some students work 

really hard to earn a B, 
where some kids bare-
ly do any work and still 
get an A. 

“I also find that a lot 
of kids are more com-
fortable with an easy 
A than a difficult B,” 
Ogilvy said.

Each teacher has a 
different set of criteria. 

Some teachers, like 
English teacher Peter 
Harvan, base recom-
mendations on stu-
dents’ overall grade 
performance. 

According to Har-
van, there are several 
factors that teachers 
consider when rec-
ommending students, 
such as determining 
whether the student 
is mature enough for 
the commitment of an 
advanced class. Addi-
tionally, Harvan talks 
to the student about 
the expectations of the 
class and the conse-
quences if they do not 
meet those expecta-

tions. 
In Todd Butler’s 

Honors English II 
class, only eight of the 
28 students were not 
recommended by a 
freshman teacher. 

How important is it 
for students to follow 
their teachers’ recom-
mendations?

“We don’t really 
help until [the stu-
dents have determined 
their long term goals],” 
Alperin said. 

This means that 
guidance counselors 
may be more likely to 
push for honors and 
AP sciences classes if 
a student says they are 
interested in science, 
Alperin explained. 

“We help them nar-
row it down if they 
need help,” she said.

The intent of this 
process is to prepare 
students for college. 

“It’s a different pro-
cess. When a student 
wants to try some-

thing [they aren’t rec-
ommended for]. We 
don’t want to discour-
age them, but we want 
to help them make 
the best choice,” Al-
perin said. “We want 
students to challenge 
themselves.” 

According to several 
teachers, the grades of 
those not recommend-
ed for AP and honors 
classes are lower than 
those students recom-
mended. 

Ogilvy focuses on 
students who may not 
think they have the 
ability to be in an AP 
class. She hopes the 
AP atmosphere in-
spires those kids.

The vast majority of 
the respondents who 
took the survey were 
recommended for the 
class by teachers. 

Ultimately, stu-
dents need to decide 
for themselves which 
class is right for them. 

AP US History: One student out of 18 
respondents was not recommended.

Honors Pre-Calculus: Seven students out 
of 40 respondents were not recommended.

Honors English II: Eight students out of 
28 respondents were not recommended.

Libraries Transform to Meet Information Needs of Electronic Age
By Emily Dann
Staff Writer

“I love sharing literature and books with students. 
Whether the format is changing, their needs will 
always stay the same,” school Librarian Jennifer 
Flaherty said. Photo by Kate Opre.

    This year BHS has added a spacious new li-
brary with plate glass windows, quiet alcoves 
for study, computers for research, small rooms 
for meetings, printers and of course a plethora 
of books. 
     If you haven’t noticed the new library yet, 
it might be because your eyes are glued to the 
bright screen in your hand. Students today are 
more likely to seek answers on their phones 
than they are to use reference books. 
      School librarian and media specialist Jen-
nifer Flaherty acknowledges the onslaught of 
digital information in our lives, and she strives 
to assist students in effectively using these new 
resources. According to Flaherty, libraries are 
changing as information becomes more acces-
sible online. 
     “We want to teach people how to use that 
information to be most productive in society,” 
Flaherty said.
      According to Flaherty, the BHS library has 
seen a four percent increase in the number of 
books checked out in the last two years. 
     The library has recently introduced innova-
tive uses of technology to promote reading be-
yond school-assigned books. 
      Flaherty explained that through a recent 
grant, students are now able to check out books 
electronically through the OverDrive eBook 
program.     
      At publication, one hundred eBooks have 
been checked out of the BHS library since the 
beginning of the 2013-2014 school year, show-
ing growing use of technology as a supplement 

to the printed books offered by the library. 
      In addition to the emphasis on technology, li-
brarians still promote literacy in more tradition-
al ways. Flaherty does this by offering a book 
club, book talks in classes and adding displays 
of popular books in the windows. 
      Special education teacher Michele Toomey 
brings her students to the library for an activity 
dubbed “book speed dating,” allowing students 
to discuss books with each other for short inter-
vals while being social and having fun. 
     Flaherty feels it is more difficult to encourage 
high school students to read compared to other 
age groups. 
     “It’s because the workload is harder. There’s 
not as much time between school work, sports, 
jobs and a social life,” she said.

     Public librarians also work hard to get kids to 
spend more time reading. Joyce Bigam is chil-
dren services coordinator at Cuyahoga Falls Li-
brary.
     “Last year, 1,500 kids participated in read-
ing programs [at this library],” Bigam said. “Our 
smaller winter reading program also attracts 
around two hundred participants.”
      Bigam fears that new technologies are bring-
ing dramatic cultural change, and that young 
people are less likely to read books.
      “Different age groups have different percep-
tions on the importance of libraries,” she said. 
“With the prevalence of technology, children 
have really lost touch with each other and with 
reading.” 
      Senior Varun Jambunath agrees that tech-
nology has changed his perspective on the sig-
nificance of libraries. 
     “Given the vast amount of information easily 
accessible on the internet, I can see the need for 
libraries slowly diminishing,” he said.
      However, Junior Ami Scherson utilizes the 
school library frequently to study during free 
periods, print papers and purchase coffee in the 
morning. Scherson believes the library has be-
come more of a social place permeated by tech-
nology. 
     “I feel that the librarian knows about technol-
ogy and is very nice. She is willing to help any-
one,” wrote Scherson in an email. 
     Junior Griffin Celleghin sees a dramatic shift 
in the significance of librarians in modern soci-
ety. 
      “I think the role of librarians has shifted from 
learning about books to learning about technol-
ogy,” Celleghin said. 
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Expectations were 
high for the Dec. 6-8 
production of The 
Great Gatsby, and the 
BHS drama club did 
not disappoint. 

The club welcomes 
a new director this 
year: Pierre Brault. 
His creativity was clear 
to audience members.
From the lighting, the 
set, to the costumes 
and music, the play 
was very well done. 

Well-known works 
such as Gatsby bring 
high expectations 
since so many recog-
nize the story. Fitzger-
ald’s novel depicts the 
decadent, luxurious 
lives of the rich upper 
class during the roar-
ing 20’s. The story 
focuses on Nick Car-
raway, a Midwest-
erner who moves to 
New York’s fictional 
“West Egg,” a play-

Arts&Life

Freshman Shai Yul-
ish recently raced a 
motorcycle through 
a desert landscape. 
When his friend, chas-
ing in a car, took out a 
gun and shot his tire 
flat, Yulish began to 
yell.

He eventually cal-
med down, but then 
broke into another 
rage when he was 
“wasted” after getting 
into a serious accident.

Of course, Yul-
ish did not really get 
injured, killed, or 
“wasted.” He just lost 
the money and weap-
ons  his character had 
earned in the video 
game Grand Theft 
Auto V (GTA V), re-
leased this September 
by Rockstar Games.

BHS students have 
spent countless hours 
this fall playing GTA 
V.

“I like the realistic 
aspect of the game,”  
senior Paul Flow-
ers said. “I also like 
the fact  that they are 
pushing the graphics 
even further.”

GTA V has taken 
over the gaming world. 
According to Engad-
get.com, the game 
made $1 billion in its 
first three days.  The 
headline on the tech-
nology news site states 
that GTA V “may be 
the fastest-selling en-
tertainment product 
in history.”

Back in his Beach-
wood basement, Yul-

ish sits one foot away 
from his T.V., which is 
hooked up to an Xbox 
360. Clutter is every-
where: puzzle pieces 
scattered around the 
floor, video games 
disorderly stacked. 
His cat Moo roams 
around. The room is 
crowded by furniture.

Yulish screams ma-
niacally after crashing 
his 18-wheeler on the 
highway. After los-
ing all his money and 
weapons, he search-
es unsuccessfully in 
the game for the lost 
items. He takes out 
his phone and  texts 
a friend to race with 
him, so he can forget 
the fact that he lost al-
most everything.

With GTA V, Rock-
star Games enhanced 
Grand Theft Auto 4. 
They added more “ac-
tivities” to the game, 
improved the graphics 
and added two more 
protagonists, accord-
ing to gamers.

“My favorite feature 

is stealing jets, be-
cause you get the thrill 
of taking something 
that shouldn’t be tak-
en,” sophomore Justin 
Edwards said.

“The game is very 
realistic, and I like 
the setting,” freshman 
Yossi DuBow said.

The game has re-
ceived a lot of criticism 
from adults for exces-
sive violence, vulgar 
language and sexual 
content.

This seems to be an 
attitude among some 
parents of Beachwood 
gamers.

“They don’t like 
killing games,” fresh-
man Josh Lazar said.

“My parents didn’t 
want to buy me the 
game, so I got my old-
er brother to buy it for 
me,” Edwards said.

However, other 
parents are not as con-
cerned.

“I don’t think they 
really care if I don’t do 
anything bad and if I 
keep my grades up,” 

freshman Mitchell-
Penn said.

“[My parents] don’t 
really care, but I’m not 
allowed to play around 
my little brother,” 
Flowers said.

Some gamers com-
mit a tremendous 
amount of time to the 
game.

“I play four hours 
a day,” Edwards said. 
“Overall, I’ve played 
for… days.”

“I would have 
played more, but my 
Xbox broke,” Lazar 
said.

Other students re-
ported playing about 
an hour per day.

Despite the time 
spent playing, many 
BHS gamers claim 
that it hasn’t affected 
their grades.

“Nooo… it hasn’t af-
fected me yet,” Penn 
said.

“Homework is done 
before I play, and I 
don’t play that much,” 
DuBow said.

By Harsajan Gill
Staff Writer

Steve McQueen’s 12 Years a Slave (adapted 
from the autobiography of the film’s protago-
nist)  is a brutal, unrelenting view into slavery. 
It’s not a film for the fair-hearted, and at times 
it becomes immensely difficult to watch. By far, 
it is the most accurate and best film ever made 
about slavery. 

In 12 Years a Slave, Solomon Northrup is 
a free man living with his family in New York 
as a violinist and carpenter until one day, he 
is offered a job playing violin with a traveling 
circus. The invitation turns out to be a ruse to 
have him sold into slavery. The rest of the film 
presents Northrup’s horrifying experiences 
as a slave on two different plantations in the 
1840s and 50s. Through unflinching represen-
tation of the brutal suffering of slavery, the film 
inspires awe and shock in the audience.

What really brought the movie alive was 
the phenomenal acting. Ejiofor Chiwetel plays 
he film’s protagonist, Solomon Northup, un-
believably well. When Solomon is freed from 
slavery and returns to his family to realize his 
children have grown from young and imma-
ture into adults without him being there, Chi-
wetal genuinely appears to feel the loss of what 
he has missed.  Chiwetel’s acting is the most 
authentic I’ve seen in a film.

Not all of the film’s incredible acting can be 
credited to Chiwetel. Michael Fassbender also 
delivers a near unrivaled performance as the 
cruel and sadistic slave owner, Edwin Epps. 
Epps at first seems like your typical Disney 
villain; however, Fassbender manages to turn 
him into something far, far worse while still ex-
hibiting essential “human” qualities. 

The film’s score is presented by Hans Zim-
mer, and while it feels exaggerated sometimes, 
it generally blends in well, instilling a strong 
atmosphere for most of the film. The harsh, re-
petitive beat of the soundtrack gives off an un-
comfortable yet powerful mood to accompany 
the struggles portrayed on screen. 

Due to the film’s incredibly disturbing con-
tent (shocking enough to send several peo-
ple out of one showing within the first half 
hour), you should only view it if you feel ma-
ture enough to undergo the trials that the film 
makes the viewer undergo. Producers have 
mentioned it being difficult to market a film 
with such graphic and disturbing content. 

12 Years a Slave reminds viewers that we 
must confront this dark past. It is an important 
film that everyone should see. 

12 Years a Slave 
Reveals the Horror 
of Plantation Life
By Alexander Robison
Stafff WriterBHS Gamers Enjoy Grand Theft Auto V

ground of extrava-
gance and scandal. His 
second cousin, Daisy 
Buchanan, shows him 
the glamorous life she 
leads with her philan-
dering husband Tom. 
However, when an 

old flame, Jay Gatsby, 
finds his way back into 
her life, she must make 
a big decision between 
the two. 

 The auditorium is 
closed for remodeling, 
so the production was 

held in the community 
room. The drama club 
made the venue work 
by staging the play as a 
dinner theater, making 
the audience, feel as if 
they were actually in 
the play. Rather than 

actual music from the 
twenties, the play was 
scored with remixes of 
modern songs such as 
“You Da’ One” by Ri-
hanna. 

Not only were the 
details of the play 
carefully thought-out 
and imaginative, but 
the acting was mar-
velous as well. The 
actors brought genu-
ine emotion, which 
caused some audience 
members to tear up 
at dramatic moments. 
Tess Kazdin excellent-
ly displayed the inner 
turmoil of Daisy Bu-
chanan and was able 
to maintain an accent 
throughout the play.      

Neil Kelly, as Nick 
Carraway, contin-

ued to display effort-
less talent throughout 
the entire play as the 
narrator of the story, 
slowly transitioning 
from an innocent and 
naive newcomer into 
a man weary of the 
stuck up New Yorkers. 
Finally, Bryce Darby 
starred as Gatsby him-
self, and pulled off a 
brilliant performance. 
Every one of the sup-
porting actors who 
participated were su-
perb as well. 

Audience members 
may have set a high 
bar for Gatsby, but 
with great acting and 
a superb venue, they 
were not disappointed.

Jordan Baker (Wendy Pineda-Gonzalez) and  Tom Buchanan (Enrique Cara-
ballo). Photo by Chad Tindel

Image  Source: Rockstar Games

BHS Production of The Great Gatsby Exceeds Expectations
By Lynn Jiao
Staff Writer
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Football:
Show commitment to the varsity team

Soccer:
Participate in varsity team

Girls Soccer:
Participate in varsity team

Girls Tennis:
Display excellence in both athletics and aca-
demics to play on varsity

Cross Country:
Score points at a varsity meet

Baseball:
Display leadership, commitment and a posi-
tive attitude to play on varsity

Softball:
Play a set amount of innings during varsity 
games

Track and Field:
Score points at a varsity meet

Boys Tennis:
Win at least 3 varsity matches

Wrestling: 
Attend and score at 10 varsity meets

Swimming:
90% attendence and score at CVC

Indoor Track:
Score points at a varsity meet

Boys Basketball:
Play a set amount of quarters on varsity team

Girls Basketball:
Play a set amount of quarters on varstiy team

How to Earn a Letter in Each Sport
FALL WINTER SPRING

Reporting by Aaron Lowenkamp

Football fans were 
dismayed to learn that 
six players were in-
eligible for the Nov. 
9 first-round playoff 
game against Gilm-
our Academy, the first 
Bison playoff game in 
over 20 years.

“[I was] shocked 
and disappointed,” 
Coach Mike Gibbons 
said. “It was hard to 
find out that way.”

“It had an impact 
on the game,” he said. 
“We were missing a lot 
of key starters.”

Gibbons believed 
there was miscommu-
nication between staff, 
parents, students and 
coaches at the end of 
the grading period.

“I think knowing 
the rules helps out,” he 
said. “We didn’t know 
if it was quarter or se-
mester grade check. 
That’s definitely the 

number one thing … 
It was quarter grade 
checks.”

Coach Gibbons also 
believes that miscom-
munication was not 
the only issue. “The 
players needed to do 
more. They should 
have been checking 
their grades,” he said.

“Two years ago, 
Beachwood’s eligi-
bility policy was the 
OHSAA state mini-
mum, which means 
students must pass a 
minimum of five one-
credit courses. Some 
students could have 
three Fs and they were 
still eligible to partici-
pate in athletic events, 
which is embarrass-
ing,” Athletic Director 
Ryan Peters said.

The Beachwood 
Board of Education 
raised the standards 
for eligibility so that 
student athletes must 
have a GPA above a 
2.0 each quarter. Also, 

a student may not par-
ticipate with an F on 
his or her report card 
at the end of the grad-
ing period. If students 
become ineligible and 
still meet the state 
standards, they are 
given four weeks to re-
gain their eligibility.

This change was 
put into effect in the 
2012-13 school year. 
In the first year, the 
new policy went well.

“At this time of the 
year last year, there 
were only about three 
kids who weren’t eli-
gible,” Peters said.

This year, Peters 
said there were ap-
proximately 13 stu-
dents who were ineli-
gible.

Peters said he feels 
it is difficult at first 
for freshmen and stu-
dents who are new to 
Beachwood to adjust 
to the workload.

“Students... from 
other school districts… 

struggle with our aca-
demic rigors when 
they first arrive,” he 
said.

Some athletes feel 
higher eligibility stan-
dards are reasonable.

“I believe it is hard-
er to fail than not fail 
in Beachwood,” said 
senior wrestler Ryan 
Harris.

“I was disappoint-
ed by all the kids who 
were ineligible,” Pe-
ters said. “All of these 
kids worked their tails 
off [on the field], and 
the worst part of my 
job is telling them they 
can’t participate.”

“I was surprised 
about how many kids 
are ineligible, but it’s 
their own fault,” Har-
ris said. “If they don’t 
care, they should ex-
pect to be ineligible.”

Harris also ap-
proves of the district’s 
decision to raise eligi-
bility requirements.

“It makes kids 

concentrate more on 
school,” he said.

Peters also pointed 
out that the school has 
services in place for 
students that want to 
bring up their grades.

“Our teachers are 
fantastic about going 
the extra mile for our 
students who strug-
gle… Kids need to go 
to academy,” he said.

“There is some 
apathy with this gen-
eration,” Peters said. 
“You can’t be a state 
championship team 
without great grades.”

One of the players 
ineligible for the Gilm-
our game feels high 
standards do more for 
the school than the 
players.

“It is supposed to 
motivate the student 
athletes to do better, 
but I think that if you 
don’t care, you just 
won’t do your work,” 
he said.

With so many play-

ers ineligible, some 
feel that more inter-
ventions should be put 
in place.

“We were doing ev-
erything we could with 
study tables and grade 
checks,” Gibbons said.

Preparing for next 
season, Gibbons has 
implemented a new 
policy to encourage 
players to bring up 
their grades. The team 
is divided into teams 
competing against one 
another for biggest im-
provement in grades.

“We put a point 
system in place,” he 
said. “Each team gets 
a point if everyone 
shows up to lifting. 
They also get points if 
nobody has Ds or Fs, 
and same thing with 
attending other school 
events like girls’ bas-
ketball games or plays. 
We will also try to stay 
in better contact with 
parents.”

By Aden Stern
Staff Writer

At publication, the girls basketball team is 6-1; the boys are 3-0. Reporting by Harsajan Gill and Camarie Howell; Photos courtesy of Doug Levin.

After Impressive Season, Eligibility Issues Impact Football Playoff Bid

“I pray before every game.”

“I’ve been playing since i 
was seven”

“My older cousin used to 
live with me, and I watched 
him play all the time. I 
wanted to be like him.”

“My overall goal is to get 
better in my position and 
[improve my] ball con-
trol.”

“I just picked up a ball 
and I was good at it.”

“I’ve been playing since 
the sixth grade with a 
traveling team.”

“Overall, we want to im-
prove from last year and 

make it to states.”

“[My goal for the team 
is to] go to states and as 
a player to contribute as 
much as I can.”

“If we practice hard, then 
the games will be easier 
for us when they come 
around.”

“I want to win a state 
championship and have 
an everlasting legacy in 
Beachwood.”

“[I want to improve on 
my] rebounding [from 
last year].”

Aneisha Harding Christina Oden Jada Stevens Mikah Alridge Aryana Jackson

Jalen Davis John Davis Sterling Sanders Julio Stevens Ronald Jones

Varsity Basketball Starters Refl ect on How Th ey Started Playing and on the Upcoming Season
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Anita Lekova

1. Why did the chicken cross the 
road?
 Did the chicken really 
cross the road, or did 
the road move under the 
chicken?

2. What’s the strangest thing 
you’ve ever done? 
Some things are better 
left unsaid.

3. How do you feel about Brian 
Griffin’s death? 
That awkward moment 
when you don’t watch 
“Family Guy.”

4. What’s your outlook of life in 
three words? 
Veni, Vidi, Vici. 

5. If tomorrow was your last day 
how would you spend it? 
Bungee jumping, sky div-
ing, spending long walks 
on the beach...Wait, 
that’s not the question.

Haley Bogomolny

1. Why did the chicken cross the 
road? 
He wanted to go on an adven-
ture.

2. What's the strangest thing 
you've ever done? 
Driving around Squire's 
Castle and throwing water 
balloons

3. If you were a superhero, what 
would your name be?
 貝華莉 (my Chinese name, 
because I would help bring 
different cultures together)

4. How do you feel about Brian 
Griffin's death? 
It never happened, I'm in 
denial!

5. What TV show character 
do you relate to most and why?
Jess from “New Girl” because 
she's quirky and idealistic.

Jasmine Baduria

Neel Lachhwani

1. What’s the strangest thing 
you’ve ever done?  
Eaten alligator stew on a 
boat ride in Florida. I en-
joyed it before being told it 
was alligator meat.

2. If you could  change one thing 
about yourself, what would it be? 
I would change my procrasti-
nating habits. It makes me 
lose a lot of sleep and makes 
my life harder than it should 
be.

3. If tomorrow were your last day, 
how would you spend it? 
If tomorrow were my last day, 
I’d throw a huge party all 
day long and invite all of my 
family and friends with the 
best food, music and drinks.

4. What’s your outlook on life in 
three words? 
Eat. Sleep. Repeat.

5. What TV show character do 
you relate to most and why? 
I relate most to Ted Mosby 
because he over-thinks every-
thing.

1.Why did the chicken cross the 
road?
I heard it was to get to the 
other side, but people hear 
differently.

2. What’s the strangest thing 
you’ve ever done?
This one time when I went to 
Florida with my family I woke 
up a baby on the shuttle go-
ing to the hotel by hitting my 
head on a window ...people 
kept laughing at me.

3. If you were a superhero, what 
would your name be?
If I were a superhero... I 
would be called The Procras-
tinator... Not much of a big 
help.

4. If tomorrow were your last 
day how would you spend it?
If tomorrow were my last day 
I would try to go to every mu-
seum in the world.

5. If you could invent anything 
what would it be?
I would invent an automatic 
sushi maker...

Who knew? All of these students share a common seat in Chinese teacher Al-Lan Lin’s class. Photos by Kate Opre.


