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By Jeff Zuckerman 
Copy Editor

 We see them walking down 
the halls. We gaze upon the struc-
tures they’ve built.  We place our 
trust in them for our safety and 
the completion of our new school. 
It’s been a year since construction 
started at BHS. Much has been ac-
complished in that time, and when 
students return next year, it will be 
easier to see what has been done 
(see box). But what has it been like 
for the construction crew?
 Anthony Mirando is As-
sistant Superintendent for Turner 
Construction, the company over-
seeing the project. He arrives at 
6:30 in the morning. Mirando 
assists Turner’s superintendent 
by managing the workers and re-
sponding to concerns in the field. 
His biggest role, though, is ensur-
ing the safety of the construction 
site. Because the good summer 
weather allows much more rapid 
progress, construction workers are 
now working double shifts, and su-
pervisors like Mirando sometimes 
don’t leave until midnight. 

 At 7 AM, Mirando gives a 
45-minute presentation on safety 
to any new workers coming to the 
site. The orientations tend to oc-
cur daily, due to a mass influx of 
workers. “It’s pretty rare now, since 
we’re getting all ramped up for the 
summer, that I won’t have anyone 
for orientation,” explained Miran-
do. There are now about 80 work-
ers on the site. 
 “Usually, after I have my 

Monday morning meetings, I’m 
walking the job site. I’m pretty 
much constantly managing the 
guys out on the field, making sure 
what they’re doing is safe, mak-
ing sure I’m getting questions an-
swered,” said Mirando. 
 Bryan Bellman is Superin-
tendent for Konti, a subcontractor 
Turner hired for plumbing.  Bell-
man starts his day similarly. He 
                             Continued on pg. 2 
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Building 
Update

 What has been done:
• Design plan completed
• Foundation for most structures 
• All new electrical power
• Framework for auxiliary gym

What to expect in the fall:

• New auxiliary gym (with multi-
purpose room looking out on  field 
& new locker rooms)
• New 100/200 Hall
• Renovated 500/600/700 Hall
• New music rooms
• New technology rooms
• New art room (with kiln, stor-
age room, painting area, and large 
windows)
• Completed mechanical room 
(where music rooms used to be)

The new 100/200 takes form. Photo courtesy of Turner Construction.

  

What new ideas do you have 
for our school? 
My first priority is getting to know 
the kids, getting to know teachers, 
parents, staff. It doesn’t matter 
what new ideas I have so much as 
that we’re all working together to 
benefit the entire school. 

How do you feel about coming 
into a school under construc-
tion? 
I think it’s very exciting. I want to 
learn where everything is. I don’t 
even know where the main office is 
yet. Learning where people go and 
making it run on the first day of 
school, that’s the priority.

How do you think that Beach-
wood will be different from 
Euclid? 
It’s a smaller knit community and 

a smaller school. This will be better 
in terms of getting to know people 
and working together to solve prob-
lems and move the organization 
forward. This whole high school is 
the size of my grade at Euclid.
 
What excites you about com-
ing to BHS? 
The possibilities for increased ef-
forts for student achievement—
staff is focused on student learning, 
and students that are focused on 
achieving, and community that is 
focused on student achievement. 
 
What do you think makes a 
good principal? 
Relationships, being visible, caring, 
compassion for the individual, and 
having fun.

What kind of student were you 
in high school? 
I started off very strong as a fresh-
man academically and then I start-
ed slipping off. I ended up fairly 
decent, in honors society. I could 
have done better if I applied myself 
consistently through all four years. 
I ran cross-country and track, and 
was involved in student council.

See bcomber.org for full interviews

How have you enjoyed your 
last six years here? 
Without trying to sound corny- I 
feel very lucky that I landed my 
first principalship here in a place 
like Beachwood. I’ve worked hard, 
but I’ve really enjoyed it. It’s a great 
place to work. 

How do you think BHS has 
changed since you started 
working here? 
I think that students and staff are 
more trusting of the administra-
tion. We’ve brought some consis-
tency to policies that were previ-
ously inconsistent, “make it up as 
you go” policies. I think it brings a 
level of calm, trust, and consistency 
to the school. 

Where do you see yourself in 
five years? Ten years? 
Hopefully working in Beachwood. I 

want to stay here as long as Beach-
wood will have me. Who wouldn’t 
want to work in Beachwood? There 
is no place I’d rather be than here. 

What are your hopes for BHS 
once you depart? 
I hope that BHS and the new build-
ing allows the enhancement of 
programs that have been stunted 
by the old building … Beyond the 
building, my hopes are... that we 
don’t rest on our successes and just 
keep striving to improve. I hope to 
make some of that happen with my 
new role. 

What do you think makes a 
great principal? 
Someone who is very willing to 
work long hours. Also, someone 
who is honest, because when you’re 
honest, people can recognize it, and 
you can still be honest and tactful. 

What will you miss about be-
ing principal?
I imagine there will be a degree of 
separation that I don’t have now 
between me and students... I went 
into education because I like work-
ing with the teens. I’m going to 
try and find ways in my new job 
to try and find some semblance of 
that contact. I really can’t say that 
there’s anything I’m not going to 
miss. I like every element of my job. 
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 For 400 points: Which BHS 
sophomore made it to the semi-fi-
nals during Jeopardy!’s teen tour-
nament? 
 Thirty seconds…
  Time’s up. 
 Did you write, “Who is An-
shika Niraj?” If so, you could be a 
Jeopardy! contestant too.
 On May 9, a nationwide 
audience watched Anshika vie 
for a spot in the final round of 
Jeopardy!’s annual teen tourna-
ment. She didn’t win the round, but 
walked away with $10,000. 
 So what’s it like being on 
Jeopardy!? 
 “It was kind of scary,” Niraj 
said. She felt it was strange watch-
ing herself on TV. While filming the 
round, she had trouble imagining 
it would soon be broadcast to a na-
tionwide audience.
 Niraj experienced the full 
Hollywood treatment. Makeup art-
ists caked on lipstick and founda-
tion to ensure Niraj was camera-
ready.  
 “We had to bring a change 
of clothes,” Niraj said. This was so 
there would be back-ups if outfits 
were deemed “inappropriate.”
 For all the annoyances, on 
the whole, Niraj found the experi-
ence exciting and worthwhile. One 
perk was meeting famed host Alex 
Trebek. “ He noticed my ear pierc-
ings and called me adventurous,” 
Niraj said. “And some of my friends 
don’t even notice.” 
 Another perk was the 
long-lasting friendships with her 
Jeopardy! competitors. “We’re all 
friends,” she said, dispelling the 

notion that the competition was 
cutthroat. “We talk all the time on 
Facebook.”  Niraj views the friend-
ships she made as the best part of 
her experience.
 During the process of com-
peting on the game show, Niraj 
discovered her own strengths and 
weaknesses. She said her biggest 
advantage was a laid-back attitude.  
 “I didn’t take it quite as se-
riously as some of the others,” she 
said.
 Of course, Niraj also faced 
some challenges, the biggest one 
being her reaction time. Another 
was the competition. It was hard 
to compete against teens that were 
in some cases older and incredibly 
knowledgeable. 
 Niraj explained her path to 
becoming a Jeopardy! contestant.
 “I wanted to do Jeopardy! because 
it’s one of my favorite shows that 
I’ve watched since I was a kid,” she 
said. 

 Then last year, she took an 
online test. Hopefuls take a fifty-
question test. They have fifteen 
seconds to answer each question.  
According to Niraj, about three 
hundred high-scorers make it to the 
auditions. Originally, Niraj’s audi-
tion was to be in June of 2011, but 
a trip to India prevented her from 
going. Luckily, they were able to re-
schedule. In January, Niraj went to 
Los Angeles. At the audition, con-
testants are given another version 
of the original test. They also play 
a game with buzzers, and are inter-
viewed. 
 “They want to get people 
[that] have a good personality for 
TV,” explained Niraj of the inter-
views. These hopeful contestants 
are then evaluated on their perfor-
mance in all three activities at the 
audition (test, game, interview).  

Fifteen quarterfinalists were cho-
sen to compete on the show.
 Anshika prepared diligently 
before the show’s taping. “Jeopar-
dy! posts all of its questions from 
its previous (episodes). I had to do 
a lot of compiling,” she said.
 When Niraj premiered on 
Jeopardy! May 1, viewers got to see 
the results. There were three other 
contestants in her round, one of 
five quarterfinal rounds. While Ni-
raj didn’t win her round, her score 
qualified her as one of four wildcard 
contestants (plus the five winners of 
each round) that made up the nine 
semifinalists. On May 8, a nation-
wide audience watched Niraj end 
her long road on Jeopardy!, losing 
to Elyse Moncuso from Omaha, Ne-
braska, who ultimately went on to 
be Teen Jeopardy!’s champion. 
 “She was probably the fast-
est on the buzzer with great reaction 
time,” Niraj said. “When she won, I 
congratulated her and wished her 
good luck.”  
 Niraj credits some of her 
success to her education here at 
BHS. “One class that really help[ed] 
[was] APUSH (AP US History) ,” 
she said. Other classes that helped 
Niraj in particular were English 
and Science. In fact, when a ques-
tion about Julius Caesar came up 
during the quarterfinal round, she 
could thank English teacher Peter 
Harvan directly. His unit on Julius 
Caesar prepared her, and Harvan 
congratulated her after the episode 
on getting the answer correct.  
 So what’s next for Niraj? “I 
am going to the Harry Potter theme 
park with my winnings,” she said. 

Anshika Niraj Brings Home $10,000 From Jeopardy!
By Cathy Perloff
Staff Writer

“I wanted to do Jeopardy! because it’s one of my favorite shows that I’ve 
watched since I was a kid,” said Niraj. Photo by Rebecca Kuang

Construction Article Cont’d from pg. 1 
arrives at 6 AM, and then starts 
dealing with paperwork and study-
ing blueprints. Once his workers 
arrive, he instructs them on their 
tasks for the day. 
 Mirando has weekly meet-
ings with the foremen (people like 
Bellman who are in charge of a set 
group of workers). “We’re putting 
those big joists over the gym edi-
tion… the big steel. So we have to 
have meetings to plan for that steel. 
How are they going to get in here? 
How are they going to do it safely? 
How are we going to have the area 
marked off?” explained Mirando.
 This meticulous attention 
to safety can be the biggest head-
ache for construction workers like 
Mirando and Bellman. For Miran-
do, the constant feeling of respon-
sibility for the safety of the workers 
and students preoccupies him at all 
hours. “The worst part for me, per-
sonally, is worrying about the kids. 
That is on my mind 24/7 even when 
I’m not here. I’m always worried 
about safety for you guys [and the] 
safety of our workers,” he said.
 The safety parameters of 
working at school, versus a con-
struction site without students in-
volved, can make it challenging 
to move around the site. Bellman 
added, “Usually we’re able to go 
wherever we need to go. If I need 
to get from one side of the building 
to the other, we walk through the 

job. This job we can’t. We have to 
go around, because you guys are in 
class. (…) But, like I said, it’s all for 
a good reason.” 
 “Every single kid I’ve met 
--that I’ve done an interview with or 
taken around the school--has been 
very nice, very polite,” said Miran-
do. He described the students and 
staff as immensely accommodat-
ing, and said they are the best part 
of his job here at BHS.
 “I’ve never worked on a job 
in a city like Beachwood or for a 
contractor like Turner. I cannot tell 
you how much I’ve learned,” said 
Bellman. 
 Unlike many other con-
struction projects, BHS is not com-
pletely tearing down the old build-
ing, but building on bits and pieces 
of the old building to make a new 
complex. Sometimes, these old 
buildings have to be re-engineered 
because since they were built, gov-
ernment code and standards have 
changed. When such a problem is 
discovered, new engineering must 
be done. 
 Bellman and Mirando de-
scribed the challenge of the BHS 
site. “If I get this building done,” 
began Bellman, “There’s nothing 
you can’t build,” finished Mirando. 
 We see them every day—
walking the halls and building our 
new school. But there is much more 
to the crew than meets the eye. 
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 I’m no doctor, but I have 
found the cure to senioritis: 
 Graduation. 
 This day marks the end of a 
malicious disease, sometimes con-
tracted before the first day of senior 
year. The disease worsens until first 
period doesn’t matter, due dates are 
just a suggestion and leveling up in 
Sky Rim is prioritized over English 
homework. This disease will soon 
be cured, but unfortunately, gradu-
ation has its side effects. 
 Side effects include, but 
are not limited to: sadness, happi-
ness, tears, laughter and anxiety for 
what’s to come. 
 But don’t worry; these side 
effects will wear off by the time col-
lege swings around.
 For me, these side effects 
will not have much time to subside. 
In three weeks, I will be in Colo-
rado Springs training for the Unit-
ed States Air Force Academy. My 
friends are sick of hearing me talk 
about the Academy and seeing me 
wear my Air Force Academy polo, 
as they should be. However, I wear 

my Beachwood colors just as often. 
 The fact is, no matter where 
we go from here, we should take 
just as much pride in Beachwood 
as in our future colleges. After 
all, where would we be with with-
out our amazing community? The 
teachers, administrators, guidance, 
parents and friends have all been a 
contributing factor to our success. 
Even the construction workers 
helped by keeping us awake during 
tests. 
 I take pride in having been 
a part of a long legacy of success in 
education, and I couldn’t have done 
it without all of you. Be happy, class 
of 2012, that you have developed 
into intellectual entrepreneurs with 
a social conscience. This alone will 
take you far in life.
 Once outside of the infa-
mous Beachwood bubble, things 
like paying bills and taking care of 
ourselves may be shocking at first, 
but I have confidence in our per-
severance. Truthfully, there will 
be some of us who achieve life-
long dreams, those of us who come 
close, and those who won’t even 

come close. But changes in our lives 
should be looked at as only small 
bumps in the road. 
 All of us will be successful in 
our own way, and maybe that small 
change could initiate a new path 
that will lead to even more success 
than we thought possible. I am con-
fident that all of us will sprint down 
the road to success at a million 
miles per hour because that is what 
BHS has made of us. 
 While social studies teacher 
John Perse may not know this, he 
was unquestionably one of the most 
influential teachers in my high 
school career. He taught me to be 
humble, sarcastic, and most impor-
tantly, he changed my perspective 
on how to deal with stress. It was a 
typical day in APUSH, as we chat-
ted until Perse politely asked us to 
quit yappin’ and take a seat. I was 
talking to Perse. Being the ignorant 
sophomore I was, I explained how 
I was overwhelmed and barely get-
ting sleep. 
  Perse’s response? “Well 
you’re still alive, aren’t ya?” 
 As a result of that rhetori-

Listen Up, Underclassmen... 
Seniors Reflect on the “View From Here”By Tony Sapell

Staff Writer

 Four years…that’s all it took 
for me to evolve from a shy 14-year-
old, new to the public school sys-
tem, to a manly, fun-loving 18-year-
old, ready to start his next chapter 
in life.  
 High school is probably the 
most confusing time in a person’s 
life.  From peer pressure to grades, 
from raging hormones to the end-
less search for a good time, my ca-
reer at BHS can only be described 
as a wild ride…  one that I enjoyed… 
yet I am still filled with regret.  
 So as I say my farewells to 
BHS, I leave the student body with 
some advice that will hopefully im-
prove your high school experience.
 I remember my first day as 
a freshman. I entered that stage in 
my school career that one might 
recognize from every American Pie 
and Ashton Kutcher movie.  High 
school for me was my time to shine 
as a young, wild and free (excuse 
the reference) adolescent where I 
could basically do what I wanted 
and face minimal consequences. 
 For some of my peers, high 
school was not just a time to have 

fun, but to find themselves and 
even accomplish a goal or two.  
Sports, recreation and extracur-
ricular activities are a great chance 
to make friends and find something 
you enjoy. High school is one of 
the greatest opportunities you will 
have to do some soul searching and 
discover who you truly are.  
 As I entered these halls as 
an overconfident, bratty freshman, 
I thought that if I didn’t study for 
my exams, I could coast on pure 
smarts and still go to a top tier col-
lege.  But as I soon realized, the Ivy 
Leagues weren’t really my calling. 
 The one piece of advice that 
I can give you is don’t just sit on your 
rump at home and watch TV while 
you delay every hour until you’re 
forced to write your Harvan essay. 
Be open to new things, meet new 
people and take advantage of all 
the opportunities that are handed 
to you.  If you want to be a football 
player, go out for a training camp. 
If you feel as though JCWA could 
be fun, don’t just stand around—go 
talk to adviser Evan Luzar.  
 There is a world of opportu-
nity out there, and as high schoolers, 
it is time to take advantage of our 
youth.  We now enter the age where 

a social life exists on the comfort of 
your couch with a Mac laptop and 
a Facebook and/or Twitter account.  
As the saying goes, preached by the 
rapper Drake himself, you must 
believe in the words of YOLO (you 
only live once). Nobody cured can-
cer or was accepted to Ohio State 
University by watching MTV for 
four years.  This is THE chance to 
make something of yourself and 
push for that A in English or win an 
award at a debate tournament.   
 As I say my final goodbyes 
to my friends, and move on from 
what I hope will not be the best four 
years of my life, I want to make sure 
you take advantage of these years 
better than I did. I don’t want any 
Beachwood student looking back 
and saying, “Man, I wish I did that.”  
You get one chance to get a 4.0 GPA 
and four years to make new friends 
and discover the perks of being a 
teenager.  After these years are up, 
you’re going to realize that it’s now 
crunch time and the time you had 
to be free is gone.  
 Now I have just two and a 
half months of summer to reflect 
on the spare time I had in high 
school that I let slip away. I don’t 
know how many kids I hear every 

cal question, something changed 
in me. Of course I was alive. I was 
so blinded by my temporary dis-
comfort, I lost sight of the fact that 
this hard work had a goal, a goal I 
had pursued since I was three years 
old: to be an Air Force Pilot. I found 
new motivation within myself to 
stay up past 2 AM(or wake up at 4 
AM), sparked by a choice of words I 
will never forget. 
 Considering the situation 
I am getting myself into, the will-
power to move on, no matter the 
discomforts or inconveniences, 
is an extremely important trait to 
have. So thank you, Mr. Perse.
 But this applies to every-
body. Many of us already know 
what it is like to only get three hours 
of sleep for a week straight. We 
must take the skills we have gained 
and put them to good use. The pos-
sibilities are endless when you stay 
strong and persevere because, after 
all, what doesn’t kill you makes you 
stronger.

By Ari Rabinowitz
Staff Writer

weekend say, “There is nothing to 
do.”  Beachwood is one of the great-
est school districts in the nation, 
providing its students with tremen-
dous opportunities.  
 Get up and meet your po-
tential. I hope that your high school 
experience is as long, strange and 
wild a ride as it was for me.   
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 Time moves much too fast. 
One moment I was welcomed by 
Principal Robert Hardis on my first 
day of freshman year, and it seems 
like the next moment I am shaking 
his hand as a graduate. 
Though it may seem like time 
stands still as you are waiting for 
that 11th period bell to ring, I as-
sure you the clock is ticking faster 
than you realize. As I reflect back 
on my high school experience, I 
realize that it is not only the time 
spent in the classroom that matters 
most. Your experiences outside the 
classroom are equally important 

and often shape who you are. 
 Get involved and stay in-
volved. If you have never been 
involved in any school activity, 
change that. Join a club or a team. 
If you’re really brave, start a new 
one. In activities you enjoy, assume 
leadership positions. Don’t stop 
there. Stay involved in clubs, teams 
or organizations throughout your 
entire high school career. 
 Hard work pays off. I per-
sonally believe that this is proved 
by Newton’s third law of motion: 
for every action there is an equal 
but opposite reaction. Thus, the 
harder you work (action), the better 
results you should see (reaction). 
 Study for the benefit of 

learning, not just for a test. If you’re 
anything like me, you will not re-
member unit one by the time you 
start unit two if you’re only study-
ing for a test. Instead, keep in mind 
that you are studying to learn and 
to remember. Then, you’ll auto-
matically be prepared for a test and 
spend less time studying for finals.
 Time management is a 
struggle. With our hectic lifestyles, 
it is hard to make time for every-
thing that is important. So remem-
ber to make a list of your priorities. 
It should then be obvious where 
you should spend your time to 
maximize your productivity.
 Appreciate Beachwood. 
Even though you may complain 

By Lauren Lipsyc
Staff Writer

about school, realize that you are 
so fortunate to go to a school where 
the administrators know you by 
name and are willing to help. We 
are fortunate to have school clubs 
and sports teams that are free to 
join and safe to be a part of. We 
are fortunate to have teachers that 
truly want us to succeed. Every now 
and then, take a moment to realize 
how lucky you truly are. 
 Lastly, no matter how im-
possible it might seem right now, 
remember that if you continue to 
try, time will bring you to your first 
day of senior year, the day you re-
ceive that first college acceptance 
letter and finally your graduation 
day. 
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In Defense of Traditional Marriage
 

The Beachcomber, through its editorial pages, provides an open forum for student expression. This newspaper is dedicated to affording an opportunity to all 
BHS students to express their opinions on these pages. All unsigned editorials appearing in The Beachcomber represent the opinions of the editorial board. They 
do not necessarily reflect the views of the student body, the staff or the administration of Beachwood High School. The Beachcomber welcomes all letters to the 
editor, whether critical, complimentary or informative. They must be signed, although names will be withheld upon request in cases that may be awkward 
or embarrassing to the writer. Letters should be addressed to The Beachcomber, 25100 Fairmount Blvd., Beachwood, OH, 44122, or delivered to the editors 
or a secretary in the main office, attention Courtney Fishman. To contact Beachcomber adviser Josh Davis, please email him at jmd@beachwoodschools.org 

 On Wednesday, May 9, President Obama became the first sitting 
U.S. President to endorse same-sex marriage, bringing the issue to the 
center of the election debate.
 Currently, gay marriage is illegal in most states and is not recog-
nized by the federal government. This is an unfortunate reality and there 
are countless reasons why. 
 For heterosexuals, gay marriage is not 
a big deal. In states where gay marriage has 
been legalized, no heterosexual was harmed; 
in fact, nobody was harmed. The reality is, ho-
mosexual Steve and Jim from across town are 
going to “consummate” no matter what the 
law says, so why does it concern you whether 
they do it with rings on their fingers or not? 
 Many people are opposed to gay 
marriage on religious grounds, often quot-
ing Leviticus, which declares such relations 
abominations. Leviticus also commands you 
not to cut your hair, not to shave and not to 
wear clothes made of more than one fabric. 
I assume those who use the bible as grounds 
against gay marriage are simply “skipping” 
those parts. 
 I’m not attacking religion, but I am at-
tacking those who hypocritically use religion 
as an excuse for bigotry. Secondly, there is a 
separation of church and state established in 
the first amendment, so the bible is irrelevant 
in this situation. 
 While same sex marriage is not a big deal to heterosexuals, it is 
enormously significant to LGBT Americans. The harshly homophobic 
sentiment that pervades this country are the very attitudes that have 
causes the “suicides” of countless young Americans. I put “suicide” in 
quotes because truly, these kids were murdered. They weren’t killed by 
themselves, nor bullies, nor by schools’ failed bullying policies. These 
children were murdered by the homophobia in America. 
 These kids would go to church and be called abominations, go 

to school and be tormented, go home and possibly be kicked out by their 
parents. At the end of the day, they feel that even in America, the sup-
posed beacon of freedom, equality and justice, they are being told: “You 
are not equal. You are inferior to everyone else simply because of the way 
you are.”
 Gallup polling shows that about 50% of Americans favor the le-

galization of same-sex marriage while 48% are 
opposed. The percentage that approve of gay 
marriage are likely to increase, since younger 
Americans are more liberal on this issue.
 This inevitability poses a serious question 
to those opposed to same-sex marriage: Do you 
want to be on the right side of history? Think 
about when you’re in history class, and you read 
about slavery, you read about the civil rights 
struggle, about the women’s rights struggle, the 
Native American Trail of Tears, the Japanese 
internment camps. You read about all of these 
dark events and think, how could this happen in 
America? Then you read about all the people who 
caused and defended these horrible things, and 
you think, what a bunch of savage bigots. Years 
from now, when your grandchildren are sitting 
in history class, they’ll read about how gay mar-
riage used to be illegal, and they’ll think those 
exact same things. You don’t want to be one of 
those bigots; you don’t want to be on the wrong 
side of history. 
 Regardless of what the polls say, what reli- 

   gion says and what our society says, marriage 
equality is a matter of civil rights… a matter of human rights. It is about 
the right to love, and it is as simple as that. This is the last American civil 
rights battle, and it’s shameful that this even needs to be written in 2012. 
Perhaps the most important thing to remember is that we do not live in 
the Heterosexual States of America, we do not live in the Christian States 
of America, and we do not live in the Bigoted States of America, we live 
in the United States of America, where “all men are created equal,”  “with 
liberty and justice for all.”

By Scott Arkin 
Staff Writer

marriage.
 Lastly, many religious-based 
moral arguments have been made in 
favor of traditional marriage. Clergy 
m e mb e r s 
from most 
major re-
ligions be-
lieve that 
if same-sex 
m a r r i a g e 
is legal-
ized, they 
will have 
no choice 
to but to 
d i s o b e y 
the new 
law, or to 
chal lenge 
the law 
(much like 
how they 
have filed 
a g a i n s t 
the HHS 
mandates), 
f o r c i n g 
taxpayer money to cover the lawsuits. 
This is true especially in the Catholic 
Church. Religious people believe that 
gay marriage not only violates their 
moral conscious, but their constitu-
tionally protected religious principles. 
 Perhaps the most important 
area of discussion in this section of law 

 If you don’t like gay marriage, 
don’t have one, right? 
 Wrong. 
 Left wing pundits often argue 
that conservatives should not be per-
mitted to use religion as the basis of 
law. They seem to ignore the fact that 
morals based on religion have always 
been the basis of law. Neither science, 
religion nor legal precedent have es-
tablished that gay marriage is a defen-
sible or natural right.
 In the legal world, the most 
recent Supreme Court precedent was 
set in 2002, in Lawrence v. Texas, 
where the court ruled in favor of the 
petitioner, overturning Texas’ anti-
sodomy laws, but the circumstances 
of the case did not address the issue 
of same-sex marriage. With the Law-
rence decision, the Court also over-
turned Bowers v. Hardwick, a case that 
upheld a law similar to Texas’ anti-
sodomy policy in Georgia. 
 Both cases extended the 14th 
Amendment’s due process clause. Be-
cause Lawrence V. Texas is the most 
recent, the 14th Amendment does 
protect actions between consenting 
adults, but it has never been extended 
to same-sex marriage. Therefore, ban-
ning actions between couples violates 
constitutional rights, but the high 
court has not ruled to allow same-sex 

would be how non-traditional mar-
riage threatens the future of society. 
Political theorists as early as the 1980s 
talked about a concept known as “so-

cial bal-
kaniza-
tion”, the 
idea that 
s o c i a l 
i s s u e s 
s u c h 
as gay 
r i g h t s 
d i v i d e 
t h e 
country, 
leading 
to in-
creased 
cultural 
division 
u n t i l 
our na-
tion was 
divided 
basical-
ly into 
separate 

countries. If homosexuality is deter-
mined more by environment than 
biology, then legalizing gay marriage 
would slowly “open” the culture. 
 This would not be immedi-
ately felt, but slowly, the culture would 
change to approve gay marriage, and 
with this acceptance, we would be-

By Jon Shapiro
Staff Writer

The Last American Civil Rights Battle

come more divided as the culture be-
comes so accepting. Once we begin to 
allow one type of relationship, we will 
begin to move down the slippery slope 
toward polygamy, or the kind of open 
relationship that Newt Gingrich want-
ed to have with his second wife. 
 It is also important to recog-
nize the foreign policy impacts of le-
galizing gay marriage. In Canada, gay 
marriage is legal, but in some African 
or Middle Eastern countries, homo-
sexual behavior is punishable by death. 
UN Security Council members Russia 
and China both do not recognize gay 
marriage. With these two countries in 
particular, it is important to find and 
maintain areas of agreement so we can 
maintain and improve world relations 
and minimize tensions. 
 Lastly, ex-President Clinton 
considered these issues and convinced 
himself to sign the Defense of Marriage 
Act (DOMA): a law that defines mar-
riage on the federal level as between 
one man and one woman. The law’s 
more controversial sections dictate that 
no state is required to recognize any 
other type of marriage, if the state has 
no laws supporting gay marriage. Until 
any and all of the “fields of law study” 
show a need to change position, there is 
no reason to repeal DOMA or to legal-
ize gay marriage at the state level.

After President Obama came out in support of same-sex marriage on May 9, two 
Beachcomber writers offer opposing opinions on the issue of same-sex marriage.

Images by Maya Saab
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The Best Medical Drama of Our Time Comes  to an End
By Max Bleich
Online Editor-in-Chief 

 SEVERE SPOILER ALERT: 
IF YOU HAVE NOT MADE IT TO 
EITHER THIS SEASON, THIS 
EPISODE OR NEVER WATCHED 
THE FOX SHOW HOUSE AT 
ALL, PLEASE STOP READ-
ING. GO WATCH THE ENTIRE 
SHOW, THEN READ THIS. IT’S 
WORTH IT, I PROMISE YOU. 
 Back in 2004, when House 
was first introduced as a pilot 
titled “Everybody Lies”, nobody 
thought it would ever last the en-
tire season, let alone eight years. 
But it did. And in that time, it 
has been praised by critics every-
where, and has established itself 
as one of the best medical dramas 
of all time. So it’s hard to imagine 
House going off the air for good. 
 Those who know the 
show’s title character Dr. Grego-
ry House know that there was no 
way this was going to be a typical 
series finale, especially consider-
ing that none of the season finales 
have been less than spectacular. 
 In almost every season 
finale, something intense hap-
pened to House: he lost his entire 
team, he checked into a mental 
hospital, he was responsible for 
the death of Wilson’s girlfriend 

nal glimpse of the House medical 
formula, all leading up to the mo-
ment (when we thought) House 
died in a fire. Instead, House con-

tacted Wil-
son at his 

own funeral, and the show saw its 
last bittersweet music-laced mo-
ments as House and Wilson rode 
off into the sunset on motorcycles. 
 As House reflected on his 
life, viewers got a final visit from 
many old and dead characters: Doc-
tor Kutner, Wilson’s dead girlfriend 
Amber, House’s long-time girl-

and he drove into Cuddy’s house. 
 In many ways, this fi-
nale was satisfying for viewers. 
It made sense. House finally de

cided to spend 
time with Wilson 
before cancer killed him. Unfor-
tunately, because of a childish 
prank, House faces jail time that 
runs past Wilson’s death sentence 
and will ultimately destroy his ca-
reer. Things are very dire for House 
and his close circle of friends.
 And when House wasn’t 
contemplating suicide, we got a fi-

friend Stacy and Doctor Cameron.
 House writers really did a 
great job of capturing those final 
moments and making House the 
arrogant, sadistic bastard who is of-
ten hateful, into the caring human 
being we all knew he was. And that 
has really been what makes this 
show special. Even though House 
was a total jerk to everyone around 
him, we still wanted to watch him, 
to enjoy him and to spend time with 
him. And it kept viewers coming 
back for more… eight years more.
 Although the show is done, 
its main actor Hugh Laurie is just 
getting started with his music ca-
reer. Laurie released his great blues 
record Let Them Talk, where he 
resurrected many old blues and 
folk tunes from the early 1900s, 
and wrote a few of his own songs. 
As for creator David Shore, there 
are rumors that he and his writ-
ing team are planning on starting 
a spin-off of the show. Not much 
is known beyond that. Considering 
how great his last show was, let’s 
hope whatever it is, it’ll give me 
something to do on Monday nights. 
 Everybody lies and ev-
erybody dies, except for Grego-
ry House. Thank  you so much 
for eight thrilling seasons. 

 

By Aaron Lowenkamp
Staff Writer

 There are very few movies 
that appeal to every crowd. To ap-
peal to all, a film needs a few spe-
cific qualities: an intriguing plot, 
quality actors, impressive special 
effects, engaging dialogue, breath-
taking cinematography, comic re-
lief and appropriateness for all. 
 The Avengers includes all 
of these qualities and even packs 
nostalgia and the classic adven-
ture of old superhero comics. 
Another bonus for us Cleveland-
ers is that this fantastic movie 
was filmed here in our own city. 
 When you think of super 
heroes, images of comic books and 
large explosions come to mind. In 
The Avengers, your favorite comic 
book heroes such as Thor, Iron 
Man, The Hulk, Hawkeye and the 
Black Widow leap off the page.  They 
put aside their differences and fight 
to save the world from the villain 
Loki and his army of alien warriors.  
 The  main point to The 
Avengers organization is that 
they work as a team in which 
each hero serves a different pur-
pose. The ability of the actors to 
illustrate that attitude is what 
makes the movie successful. 
 Chris Evans (Captain Amer-
ica) leads the Avengers into combat 
and stays true to the role of a mili-
tary officer, often barking orders 
not only to the other members of 
the team, but also to civilians and 
police officers. While the character 
is very crucial to the team, the ac-
tor carried about a rather annoy-
ing and boring attitude, always 
criticizing his fellow teammates. 
 Robert Downy Jr. (Iron 
Man) provides line after line of sar-

castic humor along with bringing 
technology and, more importantly, 
a creative mind to the team of super 
heroes. As always, Robert Downy 
Jr. does a marvelous job, adding 
loads of sarcasm and humor while 
still upholding a lovable personality 
through his clever and sneaky acts. 
 Playing the character of 
Thor, Chris Hemingsworth con-
tributes to the team by providing 

information about the enemy and 
providing power that can be only 
be attained by the gods. Heming-
sworth beautifully reconstructs 
the character of Thor, hammering 
home his classic qualities (these 
qualities being noble and sin-
cere with a bit of anger) through 
the noble composure he holds 
throughout the entire movie. 
 The Hulk/Bruce Banner 
(Mark Ruffalo) supplies the Aveng-
ers squad with the scientific mind, 
brute strength and pure anger that 
is needed for the team to truly 
avenge the planet. Along with his 

contributions, he steals the show 
with his dry humor and rash ac-
tions. Mark Ruffalo depicts the 
Hulk perfectly, making sure his 
composure as Bruce Banner is calm 
and mild mannered, while as the 
Hulk he is pure anger. Ruffalo por-
trays the Hulk much better than ac-
tors have in previous movies, as he 
provides more of a fear and loathing 
of the Hulk, which makes him seem 
more human than in other movies.
 Possibly the most influen-
tial member of the team is the Black 
Widow (Scarlett Johansson). Along 
with her extensive fighting capabili-
ties, she is the spy for the squad and 
brings them all together to fight. 
Despite her minor role, Johansson 
doesn’t cease to bring a strong stage 
presence with her clever comments 
that always shut up the other char-
acters or leave them open-mouthed. 
 The final member of the 
Avengers proves to be a crucial 
member as he disappears into the 
background to watch with a keen 
eye. Jeremy Renner (Hawkeye) 

contributes to both the team and the 
movie by portraying the silent sol-
dier so well. Due to the small role he 
was given, it was hard to judge Jer-
emy Renner’s performance, how-
ever he did fill the role of character 
actor and completed the squad.
 Tom Hiddleston (Loki) is 
the enemy of the Avengers, and 
he adds to the movie by hitting 
home the desperateness and need 
for power that many villains have 
and also giving off a creepy, un-
nerving feeling that fits the charac-
ter very well. Tom did an amazing 
job with convincing facial expres-
sions and mood. Even though he 
was the antagonist, he was one 
of the best actors in the movie. 
 While the movie has a num-
ber of positive traits such as a grasp-
ing plot, astounding special effects 
and breathtaking cinematography, 
the talent of the actors is what gives 
The Avengers an edge over all other 
movies released so far this year.

Image source: Fox Studios.

The Avengers Defend Earth and Its Reputation
The Last American Civil Rights Battle

Image source: Marvel Studios
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What Size Helicopters are Beachwood Parents Flying? 
Features                      theBeachcomber6
 With high-achieving stu-
dents, Beachwood has a reputation 
as a regional landing pad for heli-
copter parents. However, students, 
parents and staff feel that the issue 
is much more complex than it may 
seem, and that parent involvement 
has positive as well as negative con-
sequences.
 The term ‘helicopter par-
ent’ refers to overbearing parents 
who are extremely involved in their 
children’s lives, thus hindering in-
dependence. “Helicopter” behav-
ior describes sideline coaching at 
sporting events, checking eSIS dai-
ly, or giving college-aged students 
wake-up calls so they come on time 
to class.
 Dr. Patricia Somers of the 
University of Texas spent a year 
studying the species, and estimates 
60% -70% of today’s parents are 
“helicopters.” She also observed 
that overbearing parents breach all 
racial, ethnic and socioeconomic 
strata.  
 In Beachwood, perhaps the 
most apparent aspect of hovering 
parents can be found in over-com-
mitted students, suggested Melissa 
Buddenhagen, social studies teach-
er and a mother to three children.
 “You want them to have 
enriching activities and varied in-
terests so you don’t give them time 
to just be,” explained Buddenha-
gen. “Having heavily-scheduled 
kids is a big thing here. That’s not 
a bad thing, it can just be tough for 
kids to decide what they really like 
and what they want to do with free 
time.”
 English teacher and father 
Peter Harvan elaborated on the 
definition. “I guess you don’t need 
to be literally hovering over a kid to 
be a helicopter parent. If you dic-
tate their life by organizing every 
minute of their time, then that’s a 
form of helicopter parenting too,” 
said Harvan. 
 School psychologist Kevin 
Kemelhar explained the ramifica-
tions of this parenting style, not-
ing that it can result in strained 
relationships between parent and 
child. 
 “It can hinder the relation-
ship parents have with their kids 
and it can hinder other people hav-
ing a positive affect on their kids: 
teachers, coaches, physicians and 
so on. Those kids are at risk for 
negative relationships with their 
parents, and at risk for stress,” said 
Kemelhar. He also noted that this 
style can hamper adolescent devel-
opment. Children of helicopter par-
ents will not develop independence 
at the same rate as others.  
 “A lot of times [these kids] 
are really good students,” said Bud-
denhagen. “The issue is that they 
don’t have the ability to solve their 
own problems…They don’t want to 
have any discomfort.” 
 Helicopter parenting can 
have positive and negative effects. 
Assistant Principal Paul Chase fo-
cused on the positive.  
 “Parents know what pres-
sures are...out there,” said Chase. 
“I think when you talk about pres-
sures, the expectation of a parent 
is to know that the kid is trying his 

hardest, and Beachwood parents 
are very knowledgeable about what 
their sons or daughters need to do 
in order to succeed.”
 Some students also agree 
that invovled parents can be help-
ful. Sophomore Tyler Thomas be-
lieves it a parents’ primary job to 
encourage kids to succeed, not be 
their friend. “If your kids don’t like 
you but are doing everything right, 
you’re a good parent,” said Thom-
as.
 As for students who do have 
overbearing parents, Guidance 
councelor Carolyn Beeler said, “We 
see kids step up and take owner-
ship for themselves. They can earn 
their parents’ respect, and prove 
that they can make good decisions. 
At the end of the day, if the child 
isn’t ready to go and a parent knows 
that, the parent may encourage 
their child to stay closer to home.” 
 Dr. Erica Remer, the mother 
of Yale-bound Presidential Scholar 
Scott Remer, explained what she 
thinks is most important in parent-
ing effectively. 
 “You should encourage your 
kids’ passions,” said Remer. “Be a 
good listener. Ask them their opin-
ion. Talk to them like their opinions 
matters. Praise their successes, 
comfort them when they fail, but 
make sure they understand that is 
part of life.”
 Because of the fine line be-
tween concerned and overbear-
ing parents, answering the pry-
ing question as to whether or not 
Beachwood parents are flexing 
their propellers can be tough. Staff 
and administrators mostly em-
phasized that parents here are not 
overbearing or unsupportive of 
decisions made by school staff. In 
fact, Chase, Harvan and Budden-
hagen all agreed that they rarely 
receive calls from parents.  
 Remer, who has been ac-
tively involved in the schools, said, 
“I think Beachwood has some de-
manding helicopter parents, but 
the parent who is uninvolved and 
doesn’t help a child achieve his po-
tential can be even more detrimen-
tal. When I volunteer in the schools, 
I see lots of kids who need more 
guidance and parenting and care 
than kids who are being harmed by 
hovering parents.”

 Nevertheless, what was 
most prominent among parents, 
teachers and students alike was the 
collaborative approach of Beach-
wood. “For the most part, kids want 
to do well, and give effort,” said Ke-
melhar, and adult figures at Beach-

wood seem to honor this.  
 Elizabeth Gloger, parent of 
junior Elana Gloger, explained, “My 
approach is collaborative.  I am not 
a teacher - it’s not my place to tell 
them what to do in their classroom. 
What I can do is give them more 
information about my child, which 
might help in their understanding 
of a situation, and help us together 
find a way to make things better.”
 Beeler agreed that students 
at Beachwood are surrounded by a 
team of support networks. “I like 
to see parents and counselors and 
teachers and administrators as part 
of a team. We’re all on the same 
team to help kids be successful.”
 Perhaps the essence of the 
hovering mentality is captured 
by Buddenhagen’s observations. 
Whether parents are too demand-
ing or need to be more present, 
she’s observed that at the end of the 
day, there is room for school-par-
ent collaboration in child-rearing.  
 “I’ve never found that 
teachers and parents are on differ-
ent teams, said Buddenhagen. “The 
students, teachers, parents are all 
on the same page. That’s all any-
body wants: the best outcome for 
students.”

Cartoon by Max Bleich; Color by Maya Saab.

Advice for Parents
   Do    Don’t

Parent 
Elizabeth Gloger

Parent 
Dr. Erica Remer

Guidance Counselor
Carolyn Beeler 
(regarding the 
college application 
process)

School Psychologist 
Kevin Kemelhar

“I don’t believe you should im-
pose selective likes and dislikes 
on children. These are things 
you can share with your chil-
dren, but they need to come to 
who they are, and what they 
think, on their own.”

“You have to let your kids 
get dirty, and you have to 
let them make mistakes.”

“Don’t tolerate mediocrity, 
or try to be their friend 
and not their parent.”

“I love parents that hold 
the student accountable. I 
think there’s always room 
for students to need more, 
giving the student some 
space to make decisions 
for themselves.”

“I think everybody’s wor-
ried, so there’s a fine line 
between being watchful 
and hindering indepen-
dence”

“Monitor kids in terms of 
academic progress, who 
they hang out with, what 
time they’re home...”

“instill values and expecta-
tions, but...” 

“... but by monitoring you 
can’t control.”

“Realize there’s no perfect 
kid.”

By Christina Phelps
Staff Writer

Sophomore Hannah 
Richardson 

“Parents shouldn’t steal 
their kid’s phone to look 
through text messages...”

“...but parents also 
shouldn’t be afraid to go 
talk to their child. Com-
munication is key.” 

“Love them for who they 
are, and have realistic but 
lofty expectations of them, 
so they can try to live up to 
them.”
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Akrish, Lee   Cleveland State University 
Alix, Felicia   Ohio University 
Altman, Brooke   Northwood University 
Anderson, Caylin  Ohio University
Andrews, Rena  Miami University, Oxford 
Askaryan, Tigran  Stanford University 
Askew, Anthony  The Ohio State University 
Assande, N’guetta  Undecided
Atherton, Blake  Georgetown University 
Balogh, Elijah   Kent State University 
Binkofsky, Daniel  Cuyahoga Community College 
Bizimana, Candice   Return to France for College
Blackwell, Mark  Boston University 
Blankfeld, Eric  Cuyahoga Community College 
Blumenthal, Grant  Campbell University
Brogdon, Diana  Undecided
Bruening, Andrew  The Ohio State University 
Caffey, Destanie  Shawnee State University 
Carpenter, Matthew  Ohio University
Cohen, Arielle   Carnegie Mellon University 
Cohen, Ellis    University of Wisconsin, Madison 
Cohen, Max   The Ohio State University, Honors
Collins, Seth   Cuyahoga Community College
Danielpour, Aaron  Case Western Reserve University 
Dann, Molly   Undecided
Danzig, Emily J  Ohio University 
Dudley, Ashley  Ohio University
Eisenberg, Amy  The Ohio State University 
Evans, Emily   Ohio University 
Evans-Roskos, Turrand    Cuyahoga Community College
Felman, Melissa  United States Naval Academy 
Felman, Samantha  University of Florida 
Ferguson, Jade  Johnson and Wales University 
Fish, Jodi   The Ohio State University 
Fishman, Courtney  Drake University
Fletcher, Corie   Undecided
Friedman, Aaron  The Ohio State University 
Friedman, Jessica  The Ohio State University 
Friedman, Morgan  Miami University, Oxford
Gilbert, Nathaniel  Case Western Reserve University 
Glassman, Adam  Miami University, Oxford 
Goldman, Samuel  The Ohio State University 
Goldrich, Amiele  Syracuse University 
Golovan, Isabelle  West Virginia University 
Gorman, Catherine  Miami University, Oxford 
Gray, Cinderella  The University of Akron 
Heiser, Dylan   Elon University 
Hitomi, Kei   Case Western Reserve University 
Hohl, Alexander  The College of Wooster 
Hyams, Derek   Appalachian State University 
Ickowicz, Noah  Kent State University
Janovitz, Scott   Bentley University 
Janovitz, Steven  Washington University in St. Louis 
Jones, Ena   Florida State University 
Jones, Logan    Undecided
Kaminski, Bethanie  Northeastern Illinois University 
Kelner, Danielle  Undecided
Kim, Joon Yun  The Ohio State University, Honors
Kim, Tae Kyu   Case Western Reserve University 
Kovalenko, Volodymyr      Miami University, Oxford 
Lardie, Christopher  Muskingum University 
LaRue, Morgan   Ohio University 
Lauretig, Joshua  The Curtis Institute of Music 
Leggins, Ke’Mond   Youngstown State University 
Levine, Matthew  Cleveland State University 
Lipsyc, Lauren   Barnard College 
Liu, JingJing   Cleveland State University 

This list is based on information provided to the BHS guidance office as of May 24.
Image by Susan Eiben

Congratulations, Class of 2012

Loggins, Taylor   Kent State University 
Maayan, Timna  The Ohio State University, Honors
Mandel, Julia   Kent State University 
Marblestone, Haley  Allegheny College 
Marcus, Spencer  Cleveland State University 
Margolis, David  The Ohio State University, Honors
Martinez, Clarissa  Undecided
Matsuyama, Yumi  Case Western Reserve University 
Mayfield, Olivia  Ohio University 
Milliner, Traci   Ohio University
Morozov, Renata  The Ohio State University 
Morris, Elizabeth  Undecided
Moss, Jared   Ohio University 
Moss, Ryan   Ohio Wesleyan University 
Murtaugh, Jeffrey  Otterbein University 
Muschkin, Eva  University of Florida 
Nichols, Bruce T  Cuyahoga Community College 
Novinc, Maxie   Kent State University 
Pearson, Krystal  Coahoma Community College
Peleg, Matan   Lakeland Community College 
Peskin, Brooke  Washington University 
Presser, Tracy   Ohio University 
Proamploy, Santi  Northwood University
Rabinowitz, Ari  American University
Remer, Scott   Yale University
Roderick, Amethyst  Mercyhurst College 
Rodriguez, Duncan  Washington University 
Rose, Brian   Columbia College 
Rosenbaum, Louis  The Ohio State University, Honors 
Ross, Elena   University of Michigan 
Ross, Jamie   Kent State University 
Roth, Rachel   Undecided
Rubenstein, Nicole   The Ohio State University, Honors
Ryazanskiy, Daniel  University of Cincinnati
Saab, Maya   Case Western Reserve University 
Sabroff, Jacob   Baldwin-Wallace College 
Sapell, Anthony  United States Air Force Academy
Scharf, Jordan   The Ohio State University, Honors 
Schlessinger, Carly  Ohio University 
Schoen, Max   The Ohio State University, Honors
Seidel, Jared   The Ohio State University, Honors
Shapiro, David  Ohio University 
Sherriff, Daniel  Ohio University 
Shiffman, Nathaniel  Bowling Green State University
Simon, Marisa   The Ohio State University 
Slavin, Michael Allen  Ohio University
Smedley, Steven  Ohio University 
Smith, Diamond   Cleveland Sate University 
Smith, Zoe   The Ohio State University
Sobel, Ari   Pennsylvania State, University Park 
Sobel, Howard   University of Michigan 
Soprunova, Maria  The Ohio State University 
Stern, David   Ithaca College 
Turovskaya, Luana  The Ohio State University, Honors 
Valderin, Daniel  Cuyahoga Community College 
Valentine, Anthony  Ohio University
Varghai, Kaveh  Case Western Reserve University
Walker, Eric   University of Cincinnati
Watts, Isaiah   Miami University, Oxford
Weiss, Laina Michelle  Parsons The New School for Design 
Wilson, Kyndal  Kent State University 
Wohlfeiler, Carly  Indiana University at Bloomington 
Wolf, Lily   The Ohio State University
Wright, Bria   Ohio University 
Yedid, Evette   Syracuse University
Zhang, Chenyu  New York Inst. of Technology - Manhattan
Zheng, Yuxi   Case Western Reserve University 
Zimmerman, Rachel  Syracuse University 
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  The Beachwood Bistro is a 
restaurant run entirely by culinary 
arts students.  In addition to serv-
ing tasty and affordable food, this 
year’s class has been very success-
ful in competition.
 At the state competition in 
late April, senior Joe Serowik, a 
culinary student from Richmond 
Heights, won second in the state at 
the FCCLA Culinary Garde Manger 
(Cold Food Display) competition.
 Serowik won a gold medal 
at regionals. Other students who 
placed at regionals included senior 
Jasmine Lane from Orange, who 
won a silver medal for pastry arts, 
and junior Ryan Dela Vega from 
Brush, who also won a silver in pas-
try arts. The junior culinary team 
also won a gold medal.
 In January,  junior culinary 
team members participated in the 
Prostart competition at Tri-C and 
won fifth place in the state. The 
team included Marizja Smedley and 
Aliyah Montgomery from Brush, 
Ashaunte Hoey from Orange and 
Christian Huff from Solon.
 Because the Bistro is part 
of the Excel TECC consortium, stu-
dents come from Brush, West Geau-
ga, Mayfield, Richmond Heights, 
Aurora, Solon, Chagrin Falls and 
Orange as well as Beachwood.
 Junior culinary team stu-
dents  competed at the FCCLA com-
petition with salad, dessert, entree, 
starch and side entries.
 “We lost by one point and 
got second place,” said junior 
Peaches Promploy, an Excel TECC 
student from Brush.
 Promploy said that the cri-
teria that determines the winning 
entries, in addition to the quality of 
the food, is cleanliness in preparing 

the food.
 Head Chef Kortez Wilson 
said that students prepared for 
these events by practicing their 
skills in the restaurant, and they 
succeeded by working as a team.
 Wilson explained the stan-
dards for judging winning entries: 
“Culinary competitors are critiqued 
in the categories of; ServSafe stan-
dards, (sanitation), teamwork, 
quality of product, professional ap-
pearance, knife skills, safety, pre-
sentation, taste and consistency.”
 He also explained that this 
is not the first time that Bistro stu-
dents have won. In fact, students 
from the Bistro have placed every 
time they have entered competi-
tion.
 BHS junior Austin Nicolo 
participated in a separate FCCLA 
competition, and the winning dish-
es were blueberry BBQ chicken, 
bread pudding and creme brule.
 Nicolo said he practiced 
twice a week about four hours each 

day to prepare for the competitions.
He said, “We were given 75 minutes 
to make food and work with other 
people in the competitions.”
 Sadly, at culinary competi-
tions, students do not get to taste 
the other students’ food.
 In addition to competitions, 
the culinary arts program holds 
other special events, including spe-
cial meals for graduating seniors 
and the grand buffet, a gourmet 
feast that shows off what the stu-
dents can do, which was held on 
May 17.
 The grand buffet is a favor-
ite of the BHS staff and community.
 “This is a special and won-
derful meal,” said Chef Wilson.
 Wilson’s goal is that Bistro 
students will be prepared to attend 
culinary school.
 Wilson explained how the 
class works: ”In the beginning of 
the year, before [school starts] we 
have ServSafe training before they 
open the restaurant,” he said. “Stu-

dents have classes on Mondays an 
Tuesdays, and that’s why we are 
closed on these two days and open 
from Wednesday to Friday.”
 “ServSafe training is the 
industry standard safe food prepa-
ration standards mandated by the 
board of health,” Wilson explained. 
“With ServSafe certification our 
students acquire the knowledge to 
properly prepare, service and store 
food properly.”
 Students in the culinary 
arts class cycle through stations of 
the restaurant, learning everything 
they need to know – from the back 
to the front of the house.
 “We are our own restau-
rant,” Wilson said.
 Promploy, the Brush stu-
dent, explained that on Mondays 
they usually have a team meeting 
to discuss what happened the week 
before. On Tuesdays they prepare 
food, set the tables and get every-
thing ready.
 Interpreter Patte Bettis-
Eddie eats from the bistro every 
day that is open. Bettis-Eddie said 
the service in the bistro is excel-
lent. Even if the students make 
mistakes, they fix the problems and 
learn from them.
 “The prices are excellent, 
the food quantity is excellent, the 
Chef and his assistants are per-
sonable, the atmosphere is very 
nice and the students are very well 
prepared and they will be very pre-
pared in the field of culinary arts,” 
said Bettis-Eddie.
Eating at the Bistro restaurant was 
a good experience for this reporter. 
I tried Solon’s Turkey Monte Cristo 
Sandwich, which was of very high 
quality. The student who served me 
was very kind and committed.
 I highly recommend the 
Bistro food to anyone who can go.

Culinary Students Win Awards for Their Gourmet Treats
By Grace Kagai
Staff Writer

Senior Joe Serowik won 2nd place in the state for this garde manger 
cold food display, titled “symphony of flavors.” 

Photo courtesy of Kortez Wilson.

Terri Kraus Retires After Many Years as Parent & Teacher

By Megan Piccione
Staff Writer
 Math teacher Terri Kraus 
has decided to retire next fall after 
six years at the high school and 
eight years at the middle school. 
She began her journey at Beach-
wood when her son started middle 
school, however she was not his 
math teacher. Now, her son lives in 
Los Angeles, CA and plans to wed 
next year. 
 “I also have a daughter and 
a grandson who live in St. Louis, 
MO,” said Kraus. “With the school 
schedule, it’s hard. With three 
personal days, I don’t get to see my 
family the way I want to.” 

 Kraus has been very ac-
tive as a mother and citizen of 
Beachwood. Since living here for 
27 years, when her daughter be-
gan kindergarten, she has been 
involved in the community PTA 
serving as President and then came 
back to work at the schools. She 
began as a math tutor at the high 
school and then went over to the 
middle school and taught. Finally, 
she came back to BHS as a teach-
er, inspiring us all to work harder. 
 “When I came in as a fresh-
man, everyone said that she was 
really scary, but now that I actu-

ally have her, she is one of the nic-
est teachers,” said junior Hannah 
Rubenstein. “She is a really good 
teacher. She is very devoted and has 
a lot of passion for what she does.”
 “I will miss how she would 
throw a softball at us if we fell 
asleep in class,” said junior James 
Isaacs. “She taught me a lot.”
 Senior Ari Rabinowitz 
agrees that she has been very car-
ing about her students. “She was 
always very helpful when some-
one didn’t understand something.”
 “Hopefully I pushed some 
of my students to reach a little 

higher and go a little further and I 
hope they take that with them when 
they go on to college and beyond,” 
said Kraus. “It’s a tough world 
out there. You really need to push 
yourself to be the best you can be.”
 Kraus does not intend on 
ending her math career. She plans 
to privately tutor students on her 
own time while in retirement. 
 “My goal was always to be 
the kind of teacher that my kids 
had,” said Kraus. “They got a great 
education here so I wanted to give 
that back. And it’s been a great run.”

Math teacher Terri Kraus holds a study session during academy. 
Photo by Rachel Lubinger  
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By Erlein Tacasatas
Staff Writer

Foreign Exchange Students Learn Valuable Lessons

 As the school year comes to 
a close, students have the opportu-
nity to reflect on their experience 
and prepare for summer vacation. 
But for two students, the end of 
the school year means the end of 
a grand adventure and a return to 
their respective homes. 
 Candice Bizimana and 
Grace Kagai, exchange students 
from France and Kenya, decided 
to participate in foreign exchange 
programs in order to learn more 
about American culture. 
 Bizimana, a senior from 
Bretagne, France, has been in 
America for almost nine months. 
She had this to say about her ex-
pectations of America: “The cliché 
that French have about Americans 
is the conservative and racist cow-
boy from Texas, but I knew before I 
came that it wasn’t true.” 
 Regarding her first impres-
sion of BHS, Bizimana said, “I 

thought the students and teachers 
were really nice. But there was too 
much construction.” 
 However, she has enjoyed 
her classes despite the initial diffi-
culty of following classes that were 
taught in her second language. Her 
most interesting class at BHS was 
Greg Deegan’s Human Rights class, 
which was “really moving.” 
 She also said that while her 
American and French friends dif-
fer in nationality, “they listen to 
the same music, complain about 
the same things, love to party…and 
want to go to college ASAP.” 
 Kagai, a junior from Mu-
kurwe-ini Kenya, arrived in Beach-
wood in August of last year and is 
leaving in July. She has enjoyed 
attending BHS since her first day 
of school. She said that her classes 
here, which include journalism, 
physics, Algebra II, and US history, 
are easier than her classes in Kihuti 
High School. 
 “Beachwood is the best 
school,” she said. She also finds 

that the students in Beachwood are 
similar to her classmates in Kenya.
 During their stay, both Bi-
zimana and Kagai have made the 
most of every opportunity to enjoy 
their “American” experience. Prior 
to her arrival in America, Kagai was 
eager to get to know her host fam-
ily. Her desire to have a loving fam-
ily was met. 
 She said, “I have a wonder-
ful family here.” Her most inter-
esting experience was traveling to 
Louisiana and meeting her extend-
ed host family. She added, “I have 
had a wonderful time here; I can’t 
complain at all.”
 Bizimana’s most memo-
rable activities this year include 
serving as assistant director of the 
spring musical and doing her senior 
search with a fashion designer. Like 
Kagai, she also enjoyed visiting cit-
ies within the US, including Chica-
go, Atlanta and New York. Howev-
er, when homesickness struck  she 
would Skype with her family and 
friends or empathize with her fel-
low exchange students in the area.

 Both Kagai and Bizima-
na have learned valuable lessons 
during their stay. Kagai said, “I 
learned to be assertive and to make 
things happen. I learned to be very 
strong….” Although she is return-
ing to school in Kenya in August, 
she wishes that she could spend 
her senior year here. She is eager 
to share her American experiences 
with her friends and family in Ke-
nya.
  “It was a big challenge for 
me not to see my family and my 
best friends for one year, live in a 
city that I didn’t know anything 
about and have to learn another 
language,” Bizimana said. “…but I 
don’t regret it at all because I think 
this year gave me more maturity; 
I know more about myself and see 
life differently.” 
 Upon her arrival home, 
she will spend the summer with 
her family and friends then go to 
college in Paris or Bordeaux. She 
would like to thank the students 
and staff of BHS for an amazing 
year.
 

Grace Kagai learned to be a stronger person.  Photo by Megan Piccione.

“This year gave me more maturity,” said Candice Bizimana.  
Photo by Grace Kagai.

 After a student goes through 
the college selection process, the 
easiest part ends and the most diffi-
cult begins: figuring out how to pay 
for it.
 According to the College 
Board, the average price for a pub-
lic four-year college in 1998-99 was 
$4,375. To contrast, according to 
CNN Money, the average cost of 
a college education in 2011-12 is 
$8,244. That means that the price 
of a college education has almost 
doubled in that time. 
 So why is a college educa-
tion so expensive? According to 
Forbes writers Robert Archibald 
and David Feldman, there are 
many factors that have resulted 
in this rise, three of which include 
the rising value of highly educated 
people, new technological advance-
ments that have emerged in schools 
and the unfortunate fluctuation of 
the economy. 
 “As a parent, we work to 
make sure there is money to send 
our kids to college,” said Beach-

wood mother Evy Davis. “I think 
that in a community like Beach-
wood, it is more of a focus than in 
other districts that do not have the 
same socio-economic make up as 
our community.”
  She continued, “The cost 
of sending a child to college also 
brings greater focus to the current 
education our children receive in 
high school. If our children can 
earn college credits through AP 
classes and merit scholarships with 
good grades then it greatly impacts 
the overall bill of college.”
 So how does a current col-
lege student feel? Kharen Baduria, 
who currently attends Russell Sage 
College in New York, said, “Sure, 
college is quite expensive, but I re-
alized that money isn’t really some-
thing that one could just throw 
around on anything. Since I go to 
a private school out of state the 
cost is much higher. Sure, there are 
grants and scholarships and such, 
but sometimes it’s not enough.”
 Outgoing senior David Mar-

golis, who will be attending the The 
Ohio State University honors pro-
gram next year, responded sarcas-
tically. “I am definitely blessed that 
colleges charge the current amount, 
as it has inspired me to work longer 
hours at the factory to pay for the 
costs,” he said. “College is cheap. 
Why, I can go to college today and 
have the chance of paying off my 
loans even before I die.”
 One way to pay for college is 
with student loans, but they are not 
as feasible as they are often pegged 
to be. The expectation that private 
providers such as Wells Fargo have 
is that within six months after grad-
uation, students will go on to find a 
well-paying job. 
 For most students, this is 
very difficult to do. This is mostly 
because most jobs in the US require 
a few years of experience- some-
times just for entry-level positions. 
Getting a college degree does not 
guarantee finding a good job. It all 
depends on what a student decides 
to major in- their performance, 

their past experience, good refer-
ences, and being able to interview 
well.
 So where does the payoff 
come from? How can a student 
pay for a college education when 
they’re jobless and living with their 
parents? Well, they can’t. And then 
they go into debt. 
 One of the solutions to this 
problem is to opt for federal stu-
dent loan plans, which are less 
risky than loans from private cor-
porations. Another is an income-
based repayment plan, which limits 
the percentage one has to pay from 
their income. 
 According to Terry Hertle 
of the American Council on Educa-
tion, the issue of American college 
prices is an international issue. He 
said in an NPR interview, “If you 
want to get the best scientists, the 
best engineers...You’re literally 
competing with universities and 
employers from around the globe.” 

Students and Parents Consider the High Cost of College
By Max Bleich
Online Editor-in-Chief 
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 The 2011-12 school year has 
been a very successful one for the 
BHS academic challenge team as 
they have had a number of impres-
sive victories.
 On the weekend of May 26, 
the team won the national cham-
pionship in the small schools di-
vision at the academic challenge 
national tournament in Atlanta. 
Beachwood’s team is the only small 
school to qualify for the 90 team 
overall championship
 The team won both the fall 
and spring KMO (Knowledge Mas-
ter Open) competitions, finishing 
first in Ohio for both events, as 
well as placing eighth and twelfth 
nationally. There were about 500 
teams participating in both compe-
titions.
 The KMO events consist of 
200 multiple choice (five possible 
answers) questions that each team 
has to answer. The questions cover 
fifteen subject areas and are pulled 
randomly from the computer data-
base. Teams have sixty seconds to 
answer each question and are re-
warded five points for getting the 

answer right on the first try, or two 
points on the second guess. Bonus 
points are awarded for answering 
the question quickly and correctly.
 Another success this year 
was winning the televised academic 
challenge competition and being 
invited back to participate in the fi-
nals, which will be televised on June 

9th. Over the course of the year, the 
team tallied 770 total points, which 
was good enough to place second 
overall in Ohio and qualify for the 
HSNCT (High School National 
Championship Tournament).
 The team captain is Senior 
Scott Remer, who played a large 
part in organizing different team 

functions, including scheduling 
extra practices outside of school to 
keep the team sharp for competi-
tion. Another member of the team, 
junior Lizzie Breem, competed in a 
Skype-based tournament over the 
summer to keep herself prepared 
for the upcoming season.
 “This is one of the best 
teams we have had,” said adviser 
John Kaminski. “Although we have 
won on the T. V. show in the past, 
this is our first time making it to 
the finals.” He noted that, “we have 
won six out of the last seven KMO 
competitions at the state level.” 
 “[Our success is attribut-
able to] extra practices outside of 
school,” said Kaminski. Another 
thing he noted was that the team 
has been “studying the questions 
on the frequency lists for a few 
years now.” This certainly would 
give the team a big boost going into 
their competitions.
 With all the successes the 
team has had this year, you will 
want to be sure to watch them when 
the finals of the T. V. competition 
are aired on June 9th.

Academic Challenge Wins National Championship
By Jeff Murtaugh
Staff Writer

BHS Students End Year With Impressive Accomplishments

Lizzie Bream, Scott Remer and James Starkman will appear in the 
Academic Challenge final round on Channel 5 on June 9.  

Photo courtesy of Channel 5.

Scott Remer 
Presidential Scholar 
Presidential Scholars are selected 
by a White House Commission. This 
year, 141 scholars were selected na-
tionwide, based on a number of cri-
teria, including academic success, 
leadership, and artistic excellence. 

“Initially, I was in shock that I had 
been selected for this award. I was 
extremely honored that, out of all 
of the amazing and eminently qual-
ified candidates that applied, I was 
chosen to be a Presidential Scholar. 
It further confirmed in my mind that 
hard work and persistence pay off.”
-Remer

“The thing what makes Scott so 
remarkable is he has so much per-
sistence.  I don’t know how he ac-
complishes everything. He seeks 
outside contests because he likes 
the challenge. He is well-rounded 
and he has all of the characteris-
tics you would look for in a leader.” 
- Math teacher Carole Katz
 

Howard and Ari Sobel Place 
in National Stock Competition
In the Stock Market Games at the 
Capitol Hill Challenge, the Sobels 
came in 8th place in the country.
 
“I have dedicated stock club mem-
bers.  They are all like a fam-
ily.  The students root for each 
other.  Even though everyone 
wants to win, they will still en-
lighten any of the other members.”
-Club Adviser Jean Getz

Graham Gobieski Competes 
in International Science Fair 
Won the Northeast Ohio Sci-
ence & Engineering fair, going 
on to the Intel International Sci-
ence & Engineering Fair. He spent 
six months completing his proj-
ect entitled “Evolutionary Com-
putation: Adaptaive Processing.” 

“For me, defeat is the biggest moti-
vator. When I did the science fair in 
8th grade, I didn’t get what I wanted 
to place. I knew I could do better.”
-Gobieski

Green Dream Wins First 
Place in Cleveland Area
The Green Dream Company, direct-
ed by Greg Perry’s marketing class, 
won first place at the Greater Cleve-
land Junior Achievement Company 
Program Competition. The Green 
Dream, run like a Fortune 500 busi-
ness, achieved Company of the Year.
  
“It was a lot of work, but it clearly all 
paid off. I had a lot of fun meeting 
and getting to know new people.” 
-Isabelle Golovan 

Marketing Student Scott Janovitz Qualifies for National Competition
The Marketing class run by Jean Getz attended the DECA state competition, with seniors Scott Janovitz 
and Brooke Altman finishing first and fifth respectively. Janovitz qualified for national competition.

“The people that make it to states are serious about trying to make it to nationals, and it is awesome that 
I was able to beat out all but one of them. Getting up on the stage was something I will never forget, and I 
owe a lot to Mrs. Getz for helping me get there.” 
 -Senior Scott Janovitz 

“We were impressed with the professionalism, integrity, and earnestness of Mrs. Getz’s students. They 
were detailed and diligent about finding answers for our company-and their questions clearly showed that 
they were studying marketing and business at a collegiate level.” 
-Daniel Anstandig, LDR Representative 
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Baseball Team Wins CVC Championship After Nail-Biting Season

 The Bison baseball team 
has had a phenomenal season 
this year. Their accomplish-
ments are numerous, from 
sweeping Independence to win-
ning the Chagrin Valley Confer-
ence and the OHSAA sectional 
tournament. This season will 
go down in history as one of the 
most memorable and successful 
for bison baseball. 
 Before the start of the 
season, the team set many lofty 
goals. The goal of each individu-
al player was to elevate the level 
of play by hitting above .280 and 
pitching with an ERA (earned 
run average) of below 2. As a 
group, their goal was to win the 
Conference and go as far as pos-
sible in postseason play.
 During spring break, the 
squad traveled south to Florida 
to participate in Disney World’s 
ESPN Spring Training. Through 
this experience, the team had a 
chance to bond and to hone their 
skills. 
 “The Florida trip made 
our team into a family, and it re-
ally prepared us for the season,” 
said sophomore Adam Moss. 
 Undoubtedly the biggest 
strengths of the baseball team 
this year were their heart and 
desire to fight,” Assistant Coach 
Todd Butler said, “We played 
with a great deal of heart on the 

field, and as a result were never 
out of any game.  As a result, we 
had a few comeback victories 
against tough defensive teams.”
 Such an impressive team 
would not be possible without 
impressive leaders. Butler said, 
“Ryan Moss was a natural leader 
this year. He led the team statis-
tically, and had a command of 
the intangibles of the game as 
well.”
 Moss had a stellar sea-
son. He was 4-0 in the confer-
ence, pitching with a below-1 
ERA, hitting over .400 and lead-
ing the team in RBIs. Moss also 
motivated the team verbally and 
through example. He plans to 
play baseball for Ohio Wesleyan 
University next year.

 One of the most nota-
ble highlights this season was 
sweeping Independence, a state-
ranked conference rival. The 
Bison had not swept Indepen-
dence in 10 years, or even beaten 
them in the past 5 years. In both 
games, Moss and junior Todd 
Goldberg pitched 15 strikeouts. 
In total, this amounted to 30 
strikeouts in 14 innings.
 Another memorable 
event this year was the nail-
biter series against Hawken. 
Ultimately, the CVC champion-
ship came down to the last two 
games, both of which went into 

By Gordon Hong 
Staff Writer

Adam Moss slides for a base. Photo by Gordon Hong. 

Track Team Headed to State
Tourney in 4x100, Long Jump

extra-innings. 
 “[These games were] 
thrilling, anxiety-ridden, and 
extremely joyful because of the 
win,” said Butler.
 As the season went on, the 
team grew. Moss commented on 
this development, “We became a 
lot closer to one another by the 
end and became a real baseball 
team. We had each other’s back 
at all times, no matter what hap-
pened.”
 The team members had 
dreams of possibly making it 
to the OHSAA state tourna-
ment, but these aspirations were 
dashed after their defeat at Dis-
tricts. 
 Commenting on their 
loss, Butler said, “At the end of 
the day, we were okay with that. 
This did not define the season as 
a failure. We ended up reaching 
many, many expectations.”
 This team and their ac-
complishments will forever be 
remembered in the history of 
Beachwood athletics. The dedi-
cation, athleticism, and atmo-
sphere of this group were unpar-
alleled. 
 Junior Von Jones also ex-
pressed these qualities, “We had 
a team that was always ready to 
play, and always played to the 
end, never giving up.”

We’re Moving March 29th!
New Address:

Plato’s Closet - The Greens
5688 Mayfield Rd.

Lyndhurst, OH 44124
(216) 464-7580

Back in Style
for Spring!

Ready for some hot new looks for
spring?  Then head to Plato’s Closet.

With prices at up to 70% off mall
prices, Plato’s Closet can help you do

just that.  We buy and sell gently
used clothes, shoes and accessories

from all your favorite brands so you
are sure to spring into the new season

with an amazing new look and maybe a
few extra dollars in your pocket!

www.PlatosClosetBeachwood.com

Check Us Out TODAY!

Olivia Mayfield, Traci Milliner, Alex DeVaughn and Gabrielle Perryman 
prepare for state track tournament on June 1. All four girls are participat-
ing in the 4x100 relay; Mayfield will also compete in long jump. 
 Article by Gordon Hong; Photo by Kate Anderson.

 The BHS girls track team finished the season strong, with the 
4x100 relay and long jump being their best events. “The girls are going 
to states for both events, and have good chances of winning medals,” 
says Coach Willie Smith. This is not the first time the girls have quali-
fied for states, but with the improvements the team has made over the 
season, Smith is hoping the girls will do even better this year.    
 “Our season has been consistent, but we still haven’t run our 
best race yet…I’m hoping this weekend will bring out the best in our 
girls,” said Smith.
 “We’ve definitely improved a lot,” said senior Olivia Mayfield. 
“We dropped a whole second from regionals and you can definitely see 
the growth, but there’s still a lot of improving to do.” 
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New BHS theme song? 
I Know a Song that Gets on 

Everybody’s Nerves

Explain how you picked out 
the outfit you’re wearing right 

now. 
I need a shirt, pants, and shoes from 

closet that don’t look ridiculous. 
Wear them. Problem solved.

If you could spend a day in 
another person’s shoes, whose 

would it be and why?
I would very much prefer to spend a 
day in the pair of shoes of someone 

who has a similar shoe size to me. 
Otherwise, it would feel very un-

comfortable to walk. 

Advice for the new principal?
Don’t blink, pockets are always good 

to have, turn left, cookies make 
handy self-destruct buttons.

.

Profiles 12theBeachcomber
Have you ever wanted to find out more about the Beachcomber staff? This edition we’re featuring the seniors that made this year’s Beachcomber 

a success. Thank you, Beachcomber seniors, for all your dedication this year.

New BHS theme song? 
Bob the Builder theme song 

Are there any changes you 
would like to make to the new 
high school? 
Segways for every student

Do you have a name for any in-
animate objects? 
My bean bag chair, I call him Ger-
aldo. 

Advice for the new principal? 
Watch out for the schemers. 

If you were a salad, what kind of 
dressing would you have? 
Thousand Island, because it says I’m 
sophisticated but I still like to party. 

If you could spend a day in 
another person’s shoes, whose 
would it be and why? 
Hugh Hefner, because he doesn’t 
have to wear shoes. 

You’re on a subway interview - 
what’s the most important part 
of a sandwich?! 
The sauce, you can’t start the party 
without the sauce. 

Maya SaabJeff Murtaugh

New BHS theme song? 
I Will Survive (I’m living proof that it 
can happen)

What’s the first thing you’re 
going to do when you get to col-
lege? 
Go on a coffee taste test around the 
city to find the best coffee shop in 
Des Moines. 

If you could spend a day in 
another person’s shoes, whose 
would it be and why? 
Anna Wintour. In one day I would be 
gifted more clothing than I can buy 
in a year. Having control over Vogue 
would also be a plus.  

You’re at a Subway interview - 
what’s the most important part 
of a sandwich?! 
The bread, it’s like the foundation of 
the sandwich, right? 

Courtney Arielle 
New BHS theme song? 

The Macarena

Are there any changes you 
would like to make to the new 

high school? 
The new school should have an alter-
nate library with a bounce house, ball 

pitt, slide, swing set, and cereal bar, 
open 24/7 during and before finals 

week. 
 

Advice for the new principal?
Advice? Be nice to the Beachcomber 

staff :)

If you could spend a day in 
another person’s shoes, whose 

would it be and why?
Could I just be a fly on the wall in 

Max Bleich’s head for a day?

Steve Janovitz 
New BHS theme song? Bourgeois Shangri-la  

What’s the first thing you’re going to do when you get to col-
lege? Scout out the food. 

Do you have a name for any inanimate objects? My old car’s 
name is Betty

If you could spend a day in another person’s shoes, whose 
would it be and why? I would be Mr. Lerner so I could be smart and 
witty for a day. 

You’re at a Subway job interview - what’s the most important 
part of the sandwich? The cheese is the real meat of the sandwich. 
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