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 In the last two years, Ohio 
schools have faced uncertainty 
about the future of teacher evalu-
ation. Both the Republican-con-
trolled Ohio government and the 
Democratic-run US Dept. of Edu-
cation have supported plans to 
evaluate teachers based on stu-
dent performance. It is likely that 
BHS students will be affected by 
this trend, as more pressure will be 
coming to perform well in classes 
and on Ohio standardized tests.
 In Jan. 2011, Ohio won  
$400 million from the Obama ad-
ministration, making it one of 11 
states selected for the Race to the 
Top program. Beachwood is one of 
many school districts that signed 
on to the program, receiving a por-
tion of the state’s funds in exchange 
for reforms.  Among other things, 
Race to the Top requires the use of 
student test data to assess teachers. 
A more dramatic sign of change for 
Ohio schools came last spring with 
provisions in Senate Bill 5, the anti-
collective bargaining bill supported 
by Gov. John Kasich.  SB 5 attacked 
public employee unions and elimi-
nated teacher raises based on years 
of service, replacing them with 
merit pay. The bill was overturned 

by Ohio voters in November.  
 Also last spring, the Ohio 
House of Representatives passed 
House Bill 153, a budget bill that 
included new requirements for ed-
ucation. Since House Bill 153 was 
passed, the Beachwood School Dis-
trict is now required to tie teacher 
evaluation to student performance 
according to the requirements of 
the federal Race to the Top initia-
tive. 
 However, there has been no 
agreement about how to measure 

student and teacher performance. 
 The state is already measur-
ing some students’ and teachers’ 
performance using value added as-
sessment in elementary grades. Us-
ing state tests administered at the 
end of 3rd and 4th grade, the state 
measures whether students have 
met expected growth from year to 
year.  
 BHS Principal Robert Har-
dis said, “When I observe a class, 
I don’t only observe the teacher. I 
look at the students… If there was 

merit pay: a minimum of 50% of 
an evaluation would be based on 
student performance.” He also ex-
plained that the OGT, which will 
be replaced in two years, is a low 
standard to measure student per-
formance.
 Superintendent Dr. Richard 
Markwardt stated, “Our district is 
still unaware as to how we’re go-
ing to properly measure student 
growth. We predict that the state 
will create a type of assessment that 
will be taken at each grade level.” 
 Markwardt went on to say 
that since our district has always 
done quite well on standardized 
tests, the state has always awarded 
the district the ranking of “excel-
lent” or higher.
   Beachwood administrators 
seem to have mixed feelings about 
merit pay. “Merit pay is currently 
not a law, so I’m still unsure of its 
effects on school districts,” said 
Hardis. “I have yet to see a proposal 
for merit pay that is fair or able to 
[withstand] legal challenge. At this 
point I do not support it. If I see 
something that would fairly evalu-
ate our teachers, I may reconsider 
my opinion.” 
 Markwardt said, “I’m hon-
estly not opposed to teacher evalu-

By Ari Rabinowitz
Staff Writer

 The BHS Green Dream has 
teamed up with extreme adventur-
er Katie Spotz in order to provide 
clean drinking water to rural areas 
in Kenya. Marketing students are 
collecting donations in plastic bot-
tles in every classroom.
 On Jan. 11, Spotz spoke to 
students about the importance of-
goal setting. A native of Mentor, 
Spotz described her adventures 
rowing across the Atlantic Ocean, 
swimming the length of the Al-
legheny River and cycling across 
the U.S. She feels that when indi-
viduals put effort into something 
important, they can achieve many 
things, not only for themselves, but 
for people in need. 
 “Kids in rural areas around 
the world fight for water, which we 
waste every single day,” said se-
nior Alex Hohl, CEO of The Green 
Dream. Something that we take for 
granted, they walk four miles a day 
for and would die for. It doesn’t 
make sense and it’s not fair.”
 Spotz is working with nine 

area schools to raise a minimum 
of $3500. If the schools are able to 
meet that goal, Fairmount Miner-
als will match it and turn all of the 
funds into pennies. Spotz’s next 
goal is to break the world record for 
the longest line of pennies: seven 
miles. 
 “The Green Dream’s 
goal is to promote health and 
wellness,”said marketing teacher 
Greg Perry. “[We encourage people 

to] buy hybrid cars, shop at organic 
bakeries, and to start going ‘green’.” 
 On April 20, the Green 
Dream will hold its annual expo at 
the Beachwood Community Cen-
ter. Sponsored by many health and 
eco-friendly businesses, the Green 
Dream hopes to encourage many 
citizens to become more ‘green’ by-
using their slogan, “It starts with 
one.”
 In every classroom of BHS, 

there is a container to be used for 
collecting any change that students 
may want to donate. 
 “We also take cash. Coins 
are not the only thing we accept.If 
someone wants to offer a $5 bill, 
that is wonderful,” said Perry. “We 
want more of a kick with this com-
petition. We recently got access to 
a water fountain, I cannot disclose 
its location, but [the owners] were 
kind enough to give the Green 
Dream the coins inside to add to 
our collection.” 
 In an interview with Ander-
son Cooper, Spotz described the-
hardest thing about rowing across 
the Atlantic Ocean: “By far it was 
the mental component,” she said.  
 “There comes a point where 
physically, your body does adjust, 
but it’s really the mind that keeps 
you going day after day... I do have 
a greater appreciation for some of 
the things I’ve taken for granted,” 
Spotz continued.
 “I love the fact that she has 
not only accomplished her life-
dreams but is also reaching back to 
help other people,” said Senior An-
thony Valentine.
 

The Green Dream Teams Up with Katie Spotz
By Megan Piccione
Staff Writer
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BHS Teachers to be Graded on Students’ Performance

Social studies teacher Greg Deegan said, “I would argue that making 
a significant portion of one’s evaluation based on aspects [that are] 

beyond a teacher’s control can be inaccurate and dangerous.”

Katie Spotz spoke to Beachwood students in January to raise funds for 
her organization Water for Schools.

Continued on pg. 9
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 After an emergency meet-
ing held Jan. 25th, the Beach-
wood School District approved a 
$150,000 dollar purchase of two 
properties adjacent to the Rich-
mond Road entrance to BHS. The 
two properties are approximately 
47,000 square feet including an 
empty lot and a house that will be 
demolished. 
 “[The Board of Education] 
thought [the purchase] was an op-
portunity to use the house [to em-
phasize the] prominence of the 
school,” explained Principal Rob-
ert Hardis. “The property went 
up for sale after the owner passed 
away, and it’s on a very large lot for 
Beachwood.” 
 The current entrance on 
Richmond Road is a tight two-lane 
drive. With the acquisition of the 
two lots, the district’s intentions 
are to expand this space. 
 “The house will be demol-
ished and the hope is that we will 
have a three-lane entryway with 
two ways out, one for left turns, one 
for right turns and one for coming 
in,” said Hardis. 

 With a 36.5 million dollar 
renovation underway, the previous 
100/200 halls will be demolished 
over the summer. Hardis hopes 
that in this process the purchased 
home can be torn down as well. 
This will hopefully make the new 
entrance available for the upcom-
ing school year. 
 “The expansion of the drive-
way will enhance safety with better 
traffic flow and readier access to 

emergency vehicles coming and go-
ing,” explained Superintendent Dr. 
Richard Markwardt.  
 Markwardt added that the 
remaining land, not used to build 
the driveway, will be landscaped. 
Beachwood residents can expect 
to see the remodeled high school 
more prominently from Richmond 
rd. after this procedure is complete.
 Students and parents 
should not be concerned about 

safety. 
 “There are no specific safety 
issues being compromised,” ex-
plained Hardis. “If there were the 
police would say why are you doing 
this, it’s a step in the wrong direc-
tion, but the police hasn’t brought 
it up.”
 The $150,000 dollars spent 
on this project will come out of the 
permanent improvements fund. 
Other than some minor mainte-
nance improvements that will be 
postponed, this project will not 
draw funding from any other bud-
get. Richmond Rd. will also be 
under construction this summer, 
which might decrease expenses re-
lated to the new driveway.
 The Board of Ed. expects to 
close the deal by Feb. 24. 
 “The city is helping us to 
navigate the zoning issues re-
quired to construct the driveway.  
That process will probably take a 
minimum of sixty days,” explained 
Markwardt. “[This purchase will] 
afford a more attractive, welcom-
ing entrance to our renovated high 
school.  By doing so, it will help to 
showcase the pride that this com-
munity feels for its schools.”
 

School District Buys Property Adjacent To High School
By Courtney Fishman
Editor in Chief

The Beachwood Board of Education has approved purchase of this 
house on Richmond Rd.

 

SOPA Raises Questions About Piracy and Free Speech
By Max Bleich
Online Editor in Chief

 The Stop Online Piracy Act 
(SOPA) has been a controversial is-
sue in the last few months. SOPA 
was scheduled to be debated in 
Congress at the end of 2011, but 
was tabled until the end of January, 
until Barack Obama, prominent In-
ternet companies, and many other 
influential figures publicly an-
nounced opposition to it, causing 
Congress to shelve the bill.
 SOPA began as an effort by 
Congress to eliminate the increas-
ing problem of piracy in the on-
line world. In the last fifteen years, 
many people—especially teens-
-have participated in the illegal 
activity of trading electronic files 
online.  These files include music, 
movies, television show episodes 
and the best selling video games. 
The entertainment industry has 
opposed this practice for years, and 
lobbied Congress to pass SOPA.
 Although SOPA was effec-
tively neutralized for the time be-
ing, it still remains a controversial 
issue. The music, television, movie 
and video game industries gener-
ally support the bill as a means of 
preventing theft of their intellectual 
property, while Internet companies 
generally oppose the bill, arguing 
that it interferes with free speech.
 Although some are unable 
to believe that such piracy can oc-
cur in their own towns-- or even 
their own homes, the reality is that 
many young people are engaging in 
these illegal activities. 
 One student, who wishes to 
remain anonymous, revealed that 
he consistently engages in illegal 
piracy, downloading gigabytes of 
information every day. “I don’t do it 
because I can’t afford it,” he said. “I 
do it because I don’t like or trust the 
corporations who are overcharging 

us for the entertainment they sell... 
it’s not fair.”
 Another student, who also 
wishes to remain anonymous, is in-
volved in it for different reasons. “I 
do it because it’s easy,” he said. “All 
you have to do is go into Google, 
look for what you want, and down-
load it. There really isn’t anything 
to it. We’ve all been doing this 
since middle school with stuff like 
Limewire and Fuze.” 
 One of the biggest rea-
sons for mass Internet piracy 
is the ease of downloading files. 
Because of that, combined with 
the low-risk, people generally as-
sume that this activity is accept-
able.
 Although politicians have 
made the move to increase piracy 
control on the Web, Internet advo-
cates argue that there is no true way 
to control the Internet, and what 
users will inevitably do... that is, 
without violating the First Amend-
ment. 
 In the face of the threat of 

S O P A being passed 
in January, anti-SOPA enthu-

siasts and web sites such as Wiki-
pedia even went as far as to “black-
out” their sites for days or even 
weeks to protest the bill. And de-
spite the short term shelving of the 
bill, opponents are still concerned. 
 At the end of the day, de-
spite attempts to change the cur-

rent situation of online piracy, the 
US government has failed to make 
any significant strides against intel-
lectual property theft. Our society 
continues to struggle for the right 
balance between freedom of speech 
and respect for intellectual prop-
erty.

Cartoon by 
Max Bleich
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 You’ve been there…. sitting 
in class, minding your Ps and Qs, 
when you realize you have to go to 
the bathroom. 
 However, going to the bath-
room in some classes would mean 
losing a bathroom pass, and thus 
an opportunity for extra credit. 
You have a C+ in the class, and hey, 
what’s another forty-eight minutes 
between friends?
 Though this situation is not 
uncommon at BHS, it does seem 
curious in the overall scheme of 
things. Think about it: in some 
classes, we actually are rewarded 
for resisting the urge to use the re-
stroom.  
 The policy does have a rea-
son behind it. Teachers argue that 
students often abuse their right to 
use the restroom, just to wander 
the halls. They argue that it dis-
rupts the learning process, making 
class a place where kids can go to 
and fro at their leisure to use the re-
stroom or to socialize with friends. 
Used by some teachers in the 
school, this policy is used to enforce 
responsibility in underclassmen 
(and less frequently upperclass-
men). 
 Assistant Principal Paul 
Chase said, “[As an adult], if you 
have a business meeting, you have 
to plan to go before then.”
 “Common sense [has to be] 
applied to the policy,” Chase ex-
plained. “It’s a problem if someone 
has a medical condition or is sick 
that week.” Teachers who employ 
the policy do make exceptions for 
special cases. 
 This isn’t to say that BHS 

students are being put in harm’s 
way. Even if every teacher employed 
the policy, most students would get 
the chance to use the restroom at 
some point in the day. A common 
argument among teachers who em-
ploy the policy is that students can 
go in the five-minute passing times; 
however, this can prove tricky if 
you’re running from the 700 to 200 
hallway. Even so, every student can 
use the restroom during lunch, and 
most likely, they will have at least 
one passing time during the day 
when their classes are close. In fact, 
since the policy is not widespread, 
some students may not have to deal 
with it at all. 
 However, one flaw in the 
policy is its breadth. Teachers who 
employ the bathroom pass strata-
gem usually lump any trips outside 
of the class with the pass. Extra 
credit is rewarded for not going to 
your locker to retrieve homework 
or books and not going to the bath-
room.
 This lack of distinction is 
not just.  Perhaps it is fair to reward 
extra credit for coming to class 
prepared, encouraging students to 
have materials ready at class time. 
However, it is not fair to reward ex-
tra credit for suspending a natural 

bodily function that is necessary for 
survival. Just because some people 
abuse the right is not a sufficient 
reason to deny everyone their right 
to carry out their natural human 
processes. 
 An analogy can be made 
to freedom of speech. The right to 
speech is one of the most valued 
ideals in American society. Just be-
cause some people abuse the right 
and make disgusting comments 
about others doesn’t mean all 
Americans should lose their right 
to free speech.  A similar logic can 
be applied to the bathroom pass 
policy.
 In the  1987 case of Jeffer-
son v. Ysleta Independent School 
District, a student was tied to a 
chair for the entire school day, and 
during this time was denied bath-
room privileges. The federal ap-
peals court decided in favor of the 
student, establishing that everyone 
has “the basic liberty of access to the 
bathroom when needed.” Though 
the circumstances of this case were 
exponentially more extreme than 
anything that would ever happen 
in Beachwood, the principle still 
stands. People have the right to 
go to the bathroom, just as people 
have the right to eat and breathe. 

Let Me Pee, 
Will You?
By Cathy Perloff
Staff Writer

 We’re BHS students, devel-
oping intellectual entrepreneurs 
with a social conscience. We’re the 
smart kids around town, all of us 
driven to excel, aspiring towards 
greater heights of success. There’s 
an atmosphere of excellence here, 
and we pride ourselves on that. In 
such an environment, one would 
assume that everybody is on the 
same playing field. However, that is 
not the case. There’s still that con-
spicuous divide between the white 
and black kids; and I’m not just 
talking about in the lunchroom, but 
in academic achievement as well. 
 Why is that? I don’t have all 
the answers, but my personal expe-
riences have caused me to do some 
thinking about the issue. I have 
found that students at BHS are 
separated into two categories: the 
‘smart’ kids who do well in school, 
and the others. 
 In the African American 
community, the ‘smart kids’ are 
viewed as the ones who “act white.” 
Now, acting white doesn’t mean 
you are white; there is also the more 
recent stereotype that Asians are 

the smartest. Anyway, black peers 
discredit my ‘blackness’ and ques-
tion my commitment to the African 
American community because I 
‘act white.’ Yet when around white 
friends, I have to alter my behavior 
for fear of being stereotyped as a 
“typical” black girl. 
 I recall a conversation with 
my friend from another school, 
who was ranting to me about his 
African-American studies teacher. 
He told me he didn’t like her “be-
cause she acts like she knows about 
the black struggle when she grew 
up in Elyria with a bunch of white 
folks. How is she supposed to teach 
a black studies class?!” I was im-
mediately enraged. Who was he to 
discredit somebody’s ethnic experi-
ence on the basis of where she grew 
up? It was ignorant and disrespect-
ful of him to judge his teacher’s 
experiences as a black lady sim-
ply because she grew up in a pre-
dominantly white neighborhood. 
Undoubtedly, these prejudices af-
fected his perception of her as a 
teacher. Although I didn’t know 
this teacher, I felt bad for her be-
cause I could imagine her struggle 
trying to connect with a group of 
kids who wouldn’t accept her be-

cause her upbringing was different 
than theirs. I could connect with 
her because of my own identity 
struggle in Beachwood.  
 We often judge each other 
on the basis of race. Sometimes we 
don’t allow ourselves to connect 
with other individuals because of 
uninformed preconceptions that 
we have.  Maybe, just maybe, these 
prejudices are the factor driving 
us apart, splitting us into groups 
mimicking the ‘haves‘ versus ‘have-
nots.‘ I hope to turn the conversa-
tion away from race and focus it on 
experiences, getting people to real-
ize we may have more in common 
with each other than we think, if we 
just stopped judging and making 
assumptions about one another. I 
also seek to dispel the notion that 
to excel academically you have to 
‘act white.’ I can confidently say we 
all want to achieve something great 
in life, and deeply respect anybody 
who has paved their own road to 
success. Why then, is the road to 
success marred by this notion of 
‘acting white?’
 This month you will see 
posters around the school with the 
saying, “Brilliance comes in faces of 
all races.” Each poster will feature 

Rewarding people for fighting the 
body’s intentions is wrong. While 
the policy is meant well, it is mis-
guided. 
 Perhaps teachers seeking to 
reward responsibility and minimize 
on missed class time could employ 
other policies. A teacher could use 
locker passes that could function 
the same way as bathroom passes, 
rewarding students for not going 
to their lockers exclusively. Or per-
haps a teacher could let students go 
to the bathroom once or twice dur-
ing a period. If they went less, they 
would not be rewarded, but they 
couldn’t go more than the allotted 
number. While this policy is a little 
restrictive, it is doubtful that some-
one would have to use the restroom 
more than one or two times dur-
ing forty-eight minutes unless they 
were sick or had a medical condi-
tion, where current exemptions 
would apply.
 The bathroom pass policy is 
a logical, generally unobtrusive an-
swer to students abusing their right 
to use the restroom and go to their 
locker. However, because it violates 
such a basic human principle as 
carrying out a bodily function, it is 
a policy that ought to be changed. 

Stuck Between Two Stereotypes: Can Beachwood Overcome Labels?
By Christina Phelps
Staff Writer

Correction: Dec. Issue pg. 10. The swimming article should have listed junior Harley Schoen as a co-captain of the swim team.

a student from BHS of adifferent 
ethnicity. I hope these posters will 
both eliminate a stereotype and of-
fer a bit of encouragement to those 
who don’t believe that everybody 
holds the potential for greatness.
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Pro/Con: E-Readers versus Print Books 
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 I have a confession: I have purchased several e-
books, and I own a device to read them. But they aren’t 
my favorite; charging literature is a nuisance. On a 
grander scale, I worry that the demise of printed books 
could negatively impact our lives more than we realize. 
 The book was not always the standard for-
mat for holding text; before the book was the scroll. 
The invention of the book was great not only because 
its accessible format allowed the cultural diffusion of 
knowledge, but also because it changed the way we 
read. Unlike the scroll, the book allows the reader to 
flip to specific chapters, pages, or even passages. The 
book allows skimming, ear marking, putting things in 
context and taking them back out. It makes it easy to 
juxtapose, to analyze and to pick favorite passages. The 
format of the book is what made the bible what it is: a 
quotable series of religious text that allows the reader 
to pick and choose what is meaningful. The invention 
of the book allowed us to use our brains in ways that we 
just couldn’t before. 
 As a result, this isn’t just a matter of metal ver-
sus paper. This is a matter of cognition. The format of 
e-books is far less flexible. Taking away the print book 
could detract from the study of literature by not allow-
ing us to engage the text in the same way (after all, form 
fits content). The move toward e-books is also a move 
back to the type of cognition you would experience 
while reading a scroll, but without the tactile element.
 It seems irrelevant, but touch too matters. Yes, 
you can annotate in an e-book. But writing and typing 
are two different cognitive experiences, and physically 
writing allows us to encode information more effective-
ly. Additionally, it’s hard to replace the tactile pleasure 
of opening a fresh book, pages still crisp, or the sensa-
tion of touching the soft leaves in a cherished novel, 

or even the feeling of letting your fingers run over the 
engraving on a cover page. 
 Are you going to develop the same  warm feelings 
of empathy for a character if you’re holding a cold box 
of metal? After all, a recent study demonstrated that a 
person holding a cold drink is perceived as less person-
ally warm than one holding a hot drink. It sounds ab-
surd, but as much as we like to believe we are removed 
from our environment, we are biological creatures who 
experience physical and subconscious responses. Even 
on a conscious level, can you really treasure an e-book 
like you treasure a print book? Picking up a familiar 
book can generate feelings of warm recognition and 
fondness. I fear that digitizing literature will alter our 
perception of it from timeless material to disposable 
bits and bytes of information, whether or not the text 
maintains its integrity. 
 On a technological plane, since e-books are ac-
cessed through this code rather than our three dimen-
sional space, it begs the question: what happens when 
the technological platform for reading material chang-
es? Do the books disappear or will they continue to be 
accessible? What happens if a piece of writing isn’t val-
ued highly enough to be converted to the newer techno-
logical models? Does it fade into oblivion, lost to future, 
wiser generations ?
 It seems to me that the book has been too impor-
tant to take these questions lightly. Books have shaped 
the intellectual evolution of humanity, encouraging 
empathy and rationality, education and tolerance. The 
book itself is one of the greatest inventions of civiliza-
tion. 
 Gosh, I’m going to miss bookstores. I really 
hope I don’t have to. 

By Arielle Cohen 
A & L Editor

content itself. 
 However, there is evidence that 
people enjoy and embrace the beauty of 
a physical book; some people even collect 
them.
 I love reading, and I too love the 
feeling of a physical book and I appreci-
ate the artistry that goes into the devel-
opment of a book- the design and feeling 
put in after the initial legwork (the writ-
ing portion) is finished. There’s a lot of 
beauty in books. 
 But times have changed. People 
want and need to read more. Everything 
in our era is fast-paced. People constantly 
change their minds. There doesn’t seem 
to be any consistency anywhere- and 
that’s where a device tailored to hold mul-
tiple texts makes sense for the vast major-
ity of people. 
 E-readers are convenient. That’s 
the only reason they truly exist. E-readers 
are digital; thus capable of storing thou-
sands of books. Also, E-readers are very 
compact and light, and thus can be trans-
ported everywhere. 
 Additionally, though most decent 
e-book readers cost at least $75, if you’re 
an avid reader, the price for a dozen or so 
digital books can eventually make up for 

 The technology of the book 
has not changed significantly since 
Gutenberg invented the printing press 
in 1440. That is, until about five years 
ago with the invention of the e-book. 
E-readers allow users to store and read 
thousands of books without the incon-
venience or weight that thousands of 
physical books would cause. 
 However, there are many peo-
ple who are loyalists to paper books 
and refuse to even consider an e-read-
er. These individuals are nostalgic for 
the “timeless” and “intimate” feeling 
of holding and reading a book, despite 
the obvious advantages of the e-read-
er. 
 In this day and age, the fact 
that the e-book has not replaced the 
conventional paper-based book is 
simply ludicrous. In the entertain-
ment industry, dramatic technologi-
cal changes have occurred every five 
to seven years. Books are entertain-
ment too, and it’s time for a dramatic 
change. 
 For most people, the reading 
process is not correlated with the de-
sign of the book. At the end of the day, 
the only thing that really matters is the 

the price of just a few hardcover titles. 
 Booksellers like Amazon and 
Barnes & Noble offer books for low-
er prices than what can be found in 
both paperback and hardcover, as the 
price of “making” the physical copy is 
brought down considerably, and all 
that remains is the content that is pro-
duced by writer and publisher. 
 Another reason to consider 
electronic books over physical books, 
is the negative impact the latter has 
on the environment. To make physi-
cal books, companies must use pa-
per, which leads to the destruction of 
whole forests. The removal of trees ex-
tends to all wildlife in the area that is 
sacrificed for the collection of wood. 
 Although books will be 
around for a long time, physical ones 
will not-- at least, not in their current 
format. It’s obvious that e-book read-
ers are the way to go for the future, and 
are a far better product that will stand 
the test of time. 
 Let’s be honest: there’s a rea-
son why they sell so well. 

By Max Bleich
Online Editor in Chief



Arts & Life 5theBeachcomber

Best Films of 2011: “The Artist” and “The Descendants”
By Josh A. Friedman
Staff Writer

 With the 84th Academy 
Awards come and gone, only one 
could win the highly-coveted best 
picture award 
at this year’s 
Oscars. Re-
gardless of who 
won, this is my 
opinion of the 
most deserv-
ing movies. 
 W h i l e 
there were ten 
nominees, two 
true amazing 
films stood 
out from the 
field, the first 
of which is 
“The Artist.” 
“The Artist” 
is both silent 
and black and 
white.   
 T h i s 
gutsy and 
a m b i t i o u s 
movie from 
French director Michel Hazanavi-
cius take its audience back to Holly-
wood in the 1920’s during the emer-

ing, witty and ambitious. It has all 
of the makings of an instant classic. 
 The second front-runner is 
“The Descendants.” Although more 
conventional then “The Artist” it 
also offers quality entertainment. 
“The De-
scendants” 
c e n t e r s 
on mid-
d l e - a g e d 
l a w y e r 
Matt King 
( G e o r g e 
C l o o n e y ) 
w h o s e 
wife is in a 
coma due 
to a boat-
ing acci-
dent. In the 
absence of 
his wife, 
King must 
r e u n i t e 
his chil-
dren Alex 
(Shai lene 
Woodley) 
and Scottie 
(Amar Miller). 
 King discovers that his 
wife had cheated on him, so he 
and his children set out to find the 

gence of the talking picture.  
 The story centers around 
a Hollywood star George Valentin 
(Jean Dujarden). Valentin is a si-
lent film star who meets a young as-
piring talking film star Peppy Mill-

er (Bérénice 
Bejo). As the 
two form a 
relationship 
their for-
tunes begin 
to reverse 
as Miller 
begins to 
take the 
s p o t l i g h t . 
V a l e n t i n 
falls farther 
and farther 
from grace 
as his life 
falls apart. 
As Valentin 
falls, Miller 
tries to help, 
but ulti-
mately in the 
end it will be 

up to Val-
entin to 

try to resurrect his career. “The Art-
ist” uses silence to portray the time 
in which it takes place. It is captivat-

man and in the process, come to 
terms with the condition of their 
family. At the same time, his ex-
tended family pressures him to 
sell a large piece of land that has 
been passed down for generations. 

 D i r e c t o r 
A l e x a n d e r 
Payne uses 
the dichoto-
my of comedy 
and tragedy 
to show real-
ism in the un-
common situ-
ation King 
finds himself 
in. While this 
movie might 
be consid-
ered a “safe” 
choice for 
the best pic-
ture award, it 
still is an ex-
cellent film. 
 There are 
some good 
movies in this 

year’s best pic-
ture race; howev-

er the best picture award doesn’t go 
to a good movie, but to a great movie.

 

Nintendo 3DS Brings a New Revolution in Mo-
By Max Bleich
Online Editor in Chief

 For more than thirty years, 
Nintendo has ruled the home and 
handheld console markets, sell-
ing hundreds of millions of prod-
ucts to gamers around the world.
 One of Nintendo’s most 
significant strengths has been its 
Apple-like approach to innovation 
in both hardware and software. The 
company con-
stantly comes up 
with new ways to 
play games and 
offers affordable 
technologies to 
a wide audience.
 The Nin-
tendo 3DS was 
released in a mar-
ket where mobile 
devices reigned 
in handheld gam-
ing, minimiz-
ing the need for 
handheld con-
soles from spe-
cific gaming com-
panies. Nintendo 
favored devices 
made by phone 
manufacturers.
 Because of a widespread 
disinterest in mobile gaming, the 
original two hundred and fifty dol-
lar asking price of the 3DS seemed 
too expensive for what the package 
included, and consumers pretty 
much ignored it. However, the price 
drop that made the product one 
hundred and seventy dollars has 
attracted consumers. A great selec-
tion of titles has appeared, previ-
ously unavailable at product launch.
Still, the question remains, is this 
product worth the price? How 
much will the user get out of 
it? Why is it better than Apple’s 
iPhone/iPod touch or the plethora 

of gaming-capable Android phones 
also available on the market?
 The Nintendo 3DS is per-
haps the most stunning Nintendo 
console to date. The device fea-
tures some of the most beautiful 
design aspects to date. Although 
the entire product is construct-
ed of high-grade plastic, it looks 
and feels metallic. This device is 
sturdy, and seems capable of han-
dling vigorous play. However, 

many users find that the hinge is 
annoying upon initial use, as it is 
very loosely held to the product. 
 In the end, most users 
will get over this minor problem.
Nintendo’s new handheld has been 
designed with an exceptional num-
ber of ports and other hardware 
capabilities that make it stand out 
from the current mobile competi-
tion. Such inclusions as an SD card 
slot, headphone jack, 3D audio, 
two screen displays with different 
capabilities, a camera for 2D im-
ages, two cameras for 3D record-
ing and picture taking, Wi-Fi, a 
motion censor, and a gyroscope.

The 3DS comes bundled with a cra-
dle for charging that not only makes 
charging easier, but also allows you 
to play while charging. Also, I’ve 
found that the cradle is effective 
for watching Netflix movies and 
TV shows in situations where my 
smartphone cannot handle Netflix. 
 However, I would not rec-
ommend this device solely for 
Netflix content consumption.
Perhaps the most important as-
pect of this device, as cool as the 
hardware may be, is the software. 
Unlike previous Nintendo 3DS 
models, the 3DS comes with a load 
of built-in software that will keep 
just about any gamer entertained.
Although there is a lot of built-in 
software that Nintendo hopes you 

will use all the time, the reality is sim-
ple: I bought a 3DS to play games.
 At the end of the day, 
for only $169 dollars, the Nin-
tendo 3DS truly is a steal. Not 
only is it the gaming technology 
of the future, but also it’s mas-
sively entertaining and is likely 
to last many years on the market. 
 However, to get the most 
out of the product, a pretty heavy 
investment is required–and that, 
unfortunately, is in the content. 
Games aren’t cheap by a long 
shot. Even mediocre titles sell for 
the rather obnoxious base price 
of $39.99. Then again, you pay 
the price to play something nice.

Image courtesy Fox Searchlight.Image courtesy The Weinstein Company.



“STUfF” Beachwood   students SaY..
School is so bor-
ing now that I 
can’t play tetris 
in class.

Do I have to 
pass the OGTs 
to graduate?

wait...we have a 
test today? It’s 
open note right?
...salt

What do 
you mean 
Wikipedia 
isn’t a 
credible 
source?

What’s the worst 
I could do on the 
final without 
failing?

So How 
many words 
should my 
essay be? 
Is that 
single or 
double 
spaced?



“STUfF” Beachwood   students SaY..

I couldn’t 
study. I 
Had to go 
to ACT 
tutoring 
last night

Have 
you 

updat
ed Es

is 

yet?

I’m a second 
semester seniorI couldn’t do my 

homework, I left it 
in my locker.

Can I still 
graduate if I 
don’t write 
my research 
paper?Swag

YOL
O
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  “We’re building a robot, 
and it’s going to be really cool,” said 
Junior Eric Novick.
 Indeed, the robotics team 
has been building a robot to enter 
the Buckeye Regional competition 
this March. Over 50 teams partici-
pate, some of which come from out 
of state. The teams build robots to 
compete in a different game each 
year, and the top three teams go 
to nationals. Beachwood’s robotics 
team is known as team #695.
 “Last year, we placed sixth 
out of the upper 50s. This year we 
hope to place in the top three so 
we can go to nationals,” said senior 
Tony Sapell, robotics club Presi-
dent.
 This year, the game that 
the robots compete in is called 
“Rebound Rumble.” The game is 
played between two alliances, each 
comprised of two teams. Alliances 
compete by scoring as many bas-
kets as they can during each 2 min. 
15 sec. match. The higher the hoop, 
the more points are scored. Alli-
ances are awarded bonus points if 
they are balanced on bridges at the 
end of the match, but teams can be 
rewarded for collaboration also: if 
opposing alliances work together to 
balance on a certain bridge, those 
teams earn valuable seeding points.
 “[The game is] sort of like 
basketball,” explained senior Ti-

gran Askaryan.
 Thus, team 695 has to de-
sign a robot that shoots soft balls 
into basketball hoops in order to 
score points. The robot must also be 
able to cross a bridge located in the 
center of the field and score bonus 
points by balancing on the bridge at 
the end of regulation time.
 Robotics team members 
meet every day of the week, except 
on Sundays. They divide into teams 
that work on different aspects of 
the robot, such as the chassis team, 
programming team, visual team 
and others. The robot is designed 
on Autocad Inventor before build-

ing really begins.
 “We go into different groups 
to figure out the different aspects of 
the design first. We sketch them out 
and share them, vote on the top de-
sign and make prototypes to test,” 
said Sapell. “Based on how they 
work, we decide which one to go 
with and how we can improve.”
 They don’t waste metal on 
prototypes, instead using wood. On 
the actual robot, they use alumi-
num for most parts, and steel for 
axles and certain bolts. The wheels 
are designed to move in any direc-
tion.
 “We’ve been getting a few of 

our parts from a laser cutting com-
pany,” said sophomore Michael 
Halpern, referring to A-1 manufac-
turing. The pieces need to be pre-
cise, and can take a while to create. 
All the other pieces are made by the 
team members, and are modified 
when needed.
 “We design it so that the 
parts can be built separately but as-
sembled together,” said Sapell.
  “I am impressed with the ef-
forts these students are putting into 
this year’s Buckeye Regional,” said 
the team’s adviser Bob Davis. “They 
make a huge time commitment that 
involves about 20 hours a week for 
six weeks.  I think the efforts are go-
ing to pay off at this year’s competi-
tion.”
 The team has finished 
building the robot. Though the ro-
bot is currently unnamed, one team 
member wants to call it “The Scor-
pion.” 
  “I just want to thank all of 
our sponsors who make this pos-
sible,” said Davis. “Our sponsors 
include:  Parker Hannifin, PTC, 
Ashton Technology Solutions, The 
Metal Store, A-1 Manufacturing, 
and Envision Radio Network.  We 
would also like to thank our lunch 
sponsors including Subway at 
Beachwood Place, DiBella’s Subs at 
Harvard Park, Zeppe’s Pizza Bed-
ford, Tree Country Bistro on Cov-
entry and Chic-Fil-A Beachwood 
Place.”

Beachwood Robotics Team: Ready to Rumble at Regionals
By Maya Saab
Staff Writer

Senior Duncan Rodriguez, Senior Steven Janovitz, Junior Kiran Ban-
galore, and Sophomore Samantha Tall work on the robot. 

Picure by Daniel Stanescu .

Science Olympiad Starts Season Strong, Pushes for States

 The BHS Science Olympi-
ad team has competed at the state 
tournament for quite a few years, 
and this season certainly started 
out promisingly. 
 Science teacher Michael Le-
rner, adviser for the 
team, said, “We had 
a strong start…we 
came out of the gate 
running, and then 
we tripped.” Clarify-
ing, he added, “It’s 
not so much that we 
tripped, but every-
one else got better.” 
 Senior Dun-
can Rodriguez joked, 
“Everyone else woke 
up.”
 The team placed 2nd at the 
Kenston tournament and was 10th 
out of 62 teams at the Solon tourna-
ment, which attracted teams from 
outside Ohio. Lerner attributes the 
team’s successes to their organiza-
tion. “We were organized and we 
started meeting twice a week since 
the beginning of the year.”
 Teamwork is an important 
feature of Science Olympiad, since 
many events allow participants to 
compete in pairs. “Everyone is so 
tight,” said senior Chenyu Zhang. 
The most astonishing thing about 
this team is the work ethic. Practic-
es are twice a week all season, and 
every day before competition. 
 Additionally, all of these 
students prepare independently. 
Junior Shravya Govindgari com-

mented, “I read a lot of stuff on 
the internet that has to do with my 
event. I also play games--there is 
a detective thing where you match 
the fingerprints.” 
 Junior Erlein Tacastacas 
mentioned, “I do research on my 
event. I compile [the research] into 
a reference page.”

According to Le-
rner, “[Science 
Olympiad team 
members] are re-
ally intelligent, 
really overcom-
mitted students.” 
He explained that 
they take the time 
to succeed and 
have talent. In 
fact, he says that 
he doesn’t know 
how they do it 

with everything else these students 
take on in their school day. 
 As for the competition, Le-
rner said, “The team is up against 
high schools ten times our size with 
kids that have been training since 
the 6th grade.” He thinks that can 
still make it to states. “It’s going to 
be really close,” he said. If so, 15 
students will go. 
 On Saturday, Feb. 25th, the 
team competed at Regionals to de-
termine if they would make it to 
states. Check bcomer.org to see the 
results. 
 Lerner explained that the 
team’s strengths include towers, 
Fermi questions, thermodynam-
ics and chemistry lab. In towers 
competition, teams must design 
and build a tower to hold a certain 

amount of weight. In Fermi ques-
tions, the individual must quickly 
provide a number to the power of 
10 that they hypothesize answer-
ing a scientific question. As an ex-
ample, Lerner asked, “How many 
blood cells are in the human body?” 
 The thermodynamics com-
petition requires students to as-
semble an insulated device before 
the tournament that can keep in 
heat. While at the tournament, they 
must also take a written test on 
thermodynamic concepts. Last but 
not least, in chemistry lab, teams 
show their laboratory skills related 
to a chosen topic. Best of all, each 
student can choose his or her own 

topic. Lerner said, “[Everyone] can 
find something they like.” 
 According to Zhang and ju-
nior Kiran Bangalore, the tourna-
ments are not all about science. At 
the Solon tournament, there was a 
Super Smash Bros Brawl and last 
year there was a Pokemon contest, 
just for fun. Zhang explained that 
tournaments are a nice place to 
meet people. 
 Lerner explained that any-
one can join science Olympiad and 
achieve success if they are willing 
to put in the time to learn. Lerner 
concluded enthusiastically, “We are 
looking for new students for next 
year.”

By Bridgette Jacober & A. Cohen
Staff Writers

We had a 
strong start…

we came out of 
the gate run-

ning, and then 
we tripped. 

“

”
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By Jeffrey Zuckerman
Copy Editor

The Hidden Gems of The Beachwood High Curriculum

Q&A with health teacher 

Margaret Hollingsworth:

What are the most important 
things students learn in this 
course? 

Personal fitness—the different 
skills that go into fitness, what peo-
ple are lacking and what you need 
to improve. 

Is there homework?

None

Q&A with junior Jori Holloway:
 
How much homework do you 
get in this course? 

None

Highlights/favorite moments 
in the class?

Yoga—learning the various poses, 
which also leads into the idea of 
flexibility

In your opinion, why do you 
think other students should 
take this course?

I think students learn to become 
healthier, get stronger by applying 
various fitness principles, and cre-
ate a personalized workout plan 
that fits their fitness needs.

Q&A with English teacher 

Josh Davis:

What are the most important 
things students learn in this 
course? 

Writing skills and reporting skills, 
talking to a wide variety of people 
and getting the information stu-
dents need in order to write their 
stories. Journalism emphasizes 
clarity and conciseness, which 
helps students with their writing 
in a little bit different way than an 
English class. Also, I want to focus 
on the practice of ethical journal-
ism, so that when students publish 
something, they understand the 
consequences and the importance 
of reporting in a responsible man-
ner. 

How often is the course of-
fered? Is it a semester/year 
long course? 

It is a year-long course offered ev-
ery year. 

Are there any prerequisites?

No

Q&A with sophomore Max Bleich:

How much homework do you 
get in this class?

You don’t get that much. Most of it 
is writing articles and checking the 
news. It was very reasonable and 
fair.

In your opinion, why do you 
think other students should 
take this course?

It’s a very good course to help 
with writing for both newspapers 
and English classes. It helps make 
things clear and concise, which is 
what you learn to do in journalism. 
It’s also a  fun course.

Q&A with health teacher 

Margaret Hollingsworth:

What are the most important 
things students learn in this 
course? 

Probably the correct form of swim-
ming, they get some fitness, the 
ability to use a canoe, a snorkel, and 
some survival skills in case they are 
out in the water for a long period of 
time. 
 
In your opinion, why do you 
think students should take 
this course? 

We live right near a lake—I think 
everyone should learn how to swim 
and be able to take care of them-
selves in and around water. And it’s 
fun—it actually is fun.

Q&A with  junior Aaron Paley:

What is the most important 
thing that you have learned in 
the course? 

The most important thing I learned 
was how to be a better swimmer, 
and also important lifeguarding 
tactics.

Q&A with social studies 

teacher John Perse:

What are the most important 
things students learn in this 
course? 

Students learn to understand 
things at a sophisticated level, and 
delve into all kinds of different per-
spectives. They also learn how vari-
ous philosophers can agree with 
each other in certain ways, and how 
they can disagree in other ways. 
Students gain [strategies for under-
standing] sophisticated material. I 
would like to think that some of the 
skills one learns in this class would 
help them with any difficult course, 
even if it’s not Philosophy, such 
as how to read difficult material 
and how to incorporate one’s own 
thoughts. To me, these are the two 
most important things.

Q&A with junior Jordan Rose:

How much homework do you 
get in this course? 

It wasn’t a lot, but it wasn’t a little. 
The readings weren’t long.

In your opinion, why do you 
think other students should 
take this course?

It’s good to learn about how our 
world operates, and how while 
there are dark clouds, there are 
rays of hope as well.

Fitness Journalism Aquatics Philosophy

The Beachcomber obtained numbers from the guidance department and found courses with low enrollment. 
As you select your courses for next fall, consider these lesser-known and rewarding electives.

ation being based on student per-
formance, but if it is the main basis 
for judgment, I am not supportive. 
The state is just trying to legislate 
objectivity, but I don’t know how 
they will unless they have a test  [to 
measure student performance].” 
 Students have expressed 
their own feelings. “This initiative 
sounds like it could have negative 
and positive effects; if a teacher is 
evaluated poorly it could make the 
teacher work harder and make sure 
his or her students are improving,” 
said Senior Scott Janovitz. “On the 
negative side, it could be a flawed 
system. I feel tests don’t measure 
performance well and that if stu-
dents begin to goof off, the schools 
[are more likely to issue severe 

punishments] as teachers lives now 
depend on us teenagers.”  
 “It’s hard to say [what the 
results will be] if teachers are eval-
uated by the state; there might be 
a salary increase or decrease, many 
circumstances can affect this. Eval-
uation should only be one compo-
nent  [used to determine teacher 
compensation]. If student perfor-
mance is what we base it on, then 
it is a limited evaluation,” stated 
Markwardt.
 Teachers’ responses to Race 
to the Top is also crucial to its suc-
cess. The Beachwood Federation 
of Teachers has been a part of the 
Race to the Top initiative since 
Beachwood applied for the grant 
two years ago.

 The Beachwood Federa-
tion of Teachers is hoping to have 
a voice in the teacher evaluation 
tool to be implemented for Race to 
the Top. After overturning Senate 
Bill 5 this past November, teach-
ers realize that their problems with 
the Ohio government are not over 
yet over.  The Beachwood Federa-
tion of Teachers, or BFT, is forming 
a committee that will handle Race 
to the Top. Greg Deegan, a member 
of the BFT said, “I support the idea 
in many respects, although for de-
cades the notion has been met with 
difficulties as it is hard to fully de-
termine merit.”  
 Deegan also said, “I would 
argue that making a significant por-
tion of one’s evaluation based on 
aspects [that are] beyond a teach-

Teacher Evaluations Cont. From Pg. 1
er’s control can be inaccurate and 
dangerous.”
 Deegan believes that it is 
hard to determine how his stu-
dents are going to perform. For his 
AP students, he believes that some 
might look to the AP test as an as-
sessment of his merit, and when 
students don’t come in for review 
or don’t put in the extra effort, their 
performance may not fully reflect 
his quality of teaching. 
 As our school district enters 
this new era, many questions about 
teacher evaluation and the Race 
to the Top initiative are left unan-
swered.  Uncertainty will continue 
to loom as our district awaits the 
arrival of new rules from the Ohio 
Board of Education in Columbus.              
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Need a new out�t for this weekend?
Look no further Beachwood Bison!  Plato’s Closet 
has everything you need.   We buy and sell gently 
used clothes, shoes and accessories from all your 
favorite brands for guys and girls.  And...we pay 

you $$$on the spot for trendy items 
you no longer wear.   

Check us out TODAY!

Plato’s Closet Beachwood

27820 Chagrin Blvd.

Beachwood, OH 44122

216-464-7580

platosclosetbeachwood.com

Scan Me with 
your Smartphone

Now Buying:
Mon.-Sat. 10am to 8pm

Sunday 12pm to 5pm 

 Procrastination is an inevi-
table disease of the human condi-
tion. No one is immune. Everyone 
is a carrier. The potential to put 
things off is intrinsic in Homo sa-
piens, especially teenagers at BHS 
who have the motives and means to 
distract themselves.
 Procrastination involves 
putting off a task for later. Procras-
tination is not characterized by ly-
ing on a couch in pajamas, watch-
ing never-ending episodes of Psych 
on Netflix with a huge bar of choco-
late and a bowl of popcorn at hand’s 
reach. That’s laziness. Procrastina-
tion is finishing math and Spanish 
homework Friday evening, “clean-
ing” your room on Saturday, start-
ing other homework at 11:00 pm 
on Sunday night and finally getting 
around to a Beachcomber article at 
3:13 am on Monday morning. 
 “Basically, the assignments 
keep piling up, and I am so over-
whelmed that I am scared to even 
start,” said sophomore Varun Jam-
bunath. “Sometimes there is also 
an element of overconfidence. I feel 
like I can finish the assignments 
last minute and be fine.” 
 When a person has no idea 
what to do or where to start, he or 
she might choose to deal with it lat-
er, or not at all.
 “At the end of the day, af-
ter wasting so many hours, I end 
up doing a poor job when I know 
I could’ve done much better,” said 

Jambunath.  
 So why do students procras-
tinate if they regret it afterwards? 
 “According to Parkinson’s 
Law, work expands so as to fill the 
time available for its completion,” 
said junior Max Yanowitz, He re-
fers to a theory developed by Cyril 
Parkinson, a scholar who com-
mented on the British civil service. 
“Because of [Parkinson’s Law], the 
earlier that one begins homework, 
the longer it will take. Thus, I can 
minimize unpleasant work time 
and maximize leisure (and sleep) 
by simply decreasing the available 
time for homework. I value the 
short term leisurely benefits more 
than the long term detriment to 
sleep and, possibly, my grades.”  
 If students hope to stop the 

cycle of procrastination, then why 
do they procrastinate night after 
night? Like Yanowitz, the students 
think about short-term benefits, 
and decide to burn their midnight 
oil, or rely on their adrenaline for 
“creativity.” 
 “It is obviously not healthy 
or smart,” sophomore Anshika Ni-
raj explained. “Because of the stress 
that procrastination causes, people 
just lose sleep and stay up late. 
They gain nothing.” 
 Getting an average of eight 
hours of sleep every night remains 
a dream to many procrastinators. 
Many resort to taking short naps 
throughout the day, or sleeping 
through weekends to compensate 
for lack of sleep. 
 “I feel like I live in a world 
that has a gravity of 22 m/s2 be-

cause of how heavy my eyelids feel 
some days,” said junior Daniel Pa-
dilla. “I constantly think about the 
moment when I can go home to fall 
asleep on the first soft object I see, 
which is usually my couch.” 
 There is no way that a per-
son can fully stop procrastinating. 
In his book The Procrastination 
Equation, Dr. Piers Steel states, 
“95% of us procrastinate at least oc-
casionally and about 15-20% of us 
do it consistently and problemati-
cally.” He also provides a well-test-
ed survey on his website (www.pro-
crastinus.com) to help people learn 
about their level of procrastination 
by answering 131 simple questions. 
Steel’s survey suggests that “Master 
Procrastinators” (scoring 75-100) 
set achievable and measurable 
short-termed goals, create a rou-
tine that is easy to carry out at the 
beginning, and designate a place 
with no distractions for working. It 
also helps to surround oneself with 
positive influences. For example, 
working with a friend who doesn’t 
talk a lot and can easily focus will 
help procrastinators concentrate 
on their own homework. Reinforc-
ing behavior when tasks are com-
pleted on or before time is also a 
good idea. It is vital to start slow 
and make it a habit to use time dili-
gently. Just as brushing teeth was 
initially a task, and now a habit, 
managing time will eventually be-
come a habit too, and procrastina-
tion will be an issue of the past. 

Does BHS Struggle with a Procrastination Problem? 
By Shravya Govindgari 
Staff Writer Cartoon by

Erlein Tacastacas
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Aggressive Offense Key to Boys’ Basketball Team’s Strong Season

 The BHS Boys’ basketball 
team hit their stride midway into 
the season, winning seven out of 
eight games with an average mar-
gin of victory at 27.3ppg boosting 
Beachwood’s record to 11-4, (9-2). 
However, their hot-streak came to a 
screeching halt as they finished the 
season 1-4 in their last five games. 
A combination of playing ranked 
teams and an inability to finish 
games lead to their brief cold spell, 
which still wasn’t enough to keep 
the Bison from getting the number 
two seed and a first round bye into 
the sectional finals.
 During the regular season 
Beachwood averaged 69ppg with 
their stellar offensive play. When 
asked what might be contribut-
ing to this high level of play, Head 
Coach Jason Pecjak gave credit to 
the players for “working on their 
game year round, 24/7, 365.” 
They don’t just practice during the 
school season they also “work out 
individually during the off-season 
to improve their game.”
 Senior Captain Jared Moss 
thinks their high-powered offense 
is a product of “our ability to play 
as a team.” Another key point Moss 
stressed was the team’s “great team 
chemistry, we always know where 
everyone is going to be on the floor.” 
 However, there is a large 
discrepancy between Beachwood’s 
points per game during wins as 
compared to their points per game 
during losses. During wins this 
year the Bison are averaging 76ppg 

while in losses they are only able to 
muster a lowly 58ppg. “As a team 
we aren’t very tall,” says Pecjak 
“Most of our shots come from the 
perimeter, so if those shots aren’t 
falling we struggle to score as many 
points.” Any team can have a bad 
shooting night, it just happens 
sometimes, and for the Bison that 
bad shooting night came in the sea-
son opener against Orange where 
they scored only 46 points on 24% 
shooting from the field including 
18% from beyond the arc.
 Moss made a similar state-
ment saying, “we will struggle on 
nights when we don’t get enough 
key contributions, everyone needs 
to contribute in someway for us to 
get the win.” 
 The Bison, it seems, would 
much rather play a fast-paced up-
tempo game, as opposed to the old 
fashioned slow it down game that 

some teams like to play. “Our team 
philosophy is to push the ball up 
the court to maximize our posses-
sions,” said Pecjak “When we play 
at our fast and furious pace it will 
lead to some high scoring games.” 
Beachwood also uses the full-court 
press to speed up the other team 
and force them into turnovers. 
“When we use high-pressure de-
fense it gets us steals and turn-
overs, which can lead to some easy 
buckets.”  
 In games where Beachwood 
scores 60 points or fewer the Bison 
have a 1-5 record, and in games 
where they score less than 50 points 
Beachwood is 0-2. The Bison have 
scored at least 63 points in all of 
their other games, including back–
to-back games where they scored 
102 points against Newbury and 
Cardinal, winning both contests. 
When asked who the main play-
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Varsity Basketball players Ellis Cohen and Anthony Valentine  on of-
fense at the Beachwood vs. Orange game. Photo by Ena Jones. 

Eight Beachwood Wrestlers Compete at District Tournament

 The BHS wrestling team 
won the sectional tournament at 
Beachwood on Saturday, Feb. 18. 
Eight Beachwood wrestlers ad-
vanced to districts on Feb. 24 and 
25.  
 At sectionals, four students 
were first place in their weight 
classes: sophomores Ryan Harris 
and Sammy Gross as well as senior 
Grant Blumenthal and co-captain 
David Shapiro.
 The team has certainly 
come a long way from the Bison 
kickoff classic in December, where 
they were missing a few wrestlers 
and came in third.  
 “Some looked great, some 
showed weaknesses,” lamented 
Coach Dugan Bentley.
 Bentley admitted that at 
the kickoff tournament, there was 
a lack of relentlessness and aggres-
sion and there appeared to be fail-
ure to create scoring opportunities.  
“It wasn’t an overall positive event, 
but it [gave] us something to im-
prove upon,” noted a determined 
Bentley. 
 And improve they did.
 Senior co-captain David 
Shapiro explained, “We really 
gained confidence. It’s important to 
know that you’re going to win, but 
not take opponents for granted.” 
 Shapiro puts things in per-
spective.  He feels that the team 
was able to fine-tune all the aspects 

of wrestling after their rough show-
ing early in the season.  He saw a lot 
of strengths in the team. “Everyone 

on the team’s pretty solid on their 
feet,” he said. 
 From sprints all the way to 

long distance running, this team 
pushes hard every day.  When 
they’re not running, they’re either 
doing plyometric or weight train-
ing.  
 As evident from their per-
formance at the district tourna-
ment, Beachwood has a well-
rounded team. Out of the available 
fourteen weight classes, Beach-
wood fills nine. 
 The wrestlers work hard to 
maintain their weight for each tour-
nament. Shapiro explained that it 
can be more difficult for some wres-
tlers than others to maintain their 
weight.
 To succeed in this sport, 
the wrestlers need to control their 
aggression.  “You have got to mix 
strength and endurance with tenac-
ity and focus,” said Bentley.  
 The core strength of the 
team boils down to Beachwood’s 
“Fab Five.” The Fab Five consists 
of Shapiro, Harris, Friedman, Blu-
menthal, and Gross. Of those who 
competed at Sectionals, the top 
four wrestlers will go to States, 
where the wrestlers will be going 
for the gold.
 The district tournament 
was held in Garfield Heights on Fri-
day, Feb. 24, and Saturday, Feb. 25.  
 At publication, four wres-
tlers were competing in district 
semifinals: Harris, Gross, Blumen-
thal and Shapiro with Friedman 
still in contention. Check bcomber.
org for results.
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makers for his offense are, Pecjak 
said “John Davis and Ellis Cohen 
are the two most consistent con-
tributors, but we get other big con-
tributions on a game to game ba-
sis. Jared Moss with his big game 
against Cardinal (31pts, 9/10 from 
behind the arc), and Jon Tra-
mer leading us in scoring against 
Cuyahoga Hts. (16pts) the young 
guys also give us big contributions, 
even when they aren’t scoring, with 
their tenacious defense.”
 Going into the playoffs the 
Bison will have a lot of experience 
with tough, hard fought games, 
which will help them if they hope 
to advance to Districts. In their 
cold-spell at the end of the sea-
son, Beachwood played three 
teams ranked in the Plain Dealer’s 
top 25, Richmond Hts., VASJ and 
Lake Catholic. The Bison hung in 
the game with all three teams, los-
ing by seven, nine and two respec-
tively. In the game against Lake 
Catholic, Beachwood took the 17-2 
Cougars into overtime where they 
were a missed layup at the buzzer 
away from extending the game into 
double OT.
 Beachwood will play the 
winner of Horizon Science Acad-
emy and Kirtland in their sectional 
final, after getting the first round 
bye. Kirtland is the team favored to 
win their first-round match-up and 
they would be looking to avenge 
their 72-65 loss to Beachwood ear-
lier this season. 
 Check bcomber.org for re-
sults.

(Top) Sophomore Andrew Kitay at Bison Kickoff Classic. (Bottom) Senior Aaron 
Friedman wins his match in the 125 lb. weight class. Photos by David Stern.



If you had to eat one food for the 
rest of your life, what would you 

eat and why?
Bread because it is good.

South Park or Family Guy and 
why?

Neither, Cleveland Show.

If you could have only 3 electri-
cal appliances in your house, what 

would they be and why?
Xbox, T.V. and a toaster because that 

is all a man needs.

Describe your first imaginary/in-
visible friend

His name was Tom and he was a 5 
time felon.

First thing you did when you woke 
up this morning?
Go back to sleep.

Describe your personal utopia?
Free food and free gas, but not a lot 

of people.

If you could get rid of all the songs 
from a particular singer whose 

would it be and why?
Chris Brown because he’s annoying.

If you had to eat one food 
for the rest of your life, what 
would you eat and why?
 Probably burgers, because they’re 
delicious and there are a lot of 
types from different kinds of 
restaurants, so there’d be some 
variety.

First thing you did when you 
woke up this morning?
Got out of bed; I don’t really know 
what I could have done before that.

Describe your personal uto-
pia?
A big fluffy room where I could just 
chill and not have to do much of 
anything.

If you could have two people 
(real or not) on your side in 
a fight who would it be and 
why?
Chuck Norris. He counts for two 
people.

If you could be a character 
in a movie who would you be 
and why?
Marty McFly because his name is 
just full of class. And, y’know, the 
time traveling thing too.

If you could have only 3 elec-
trical appliances in your 
house, what would they be?
A phone, a computer, and a fridge.
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Zach Davis

Favorite Pokemon? 
Pika…Pika….CHUUUU! 
(Pikachu)

If you had to eat one food for 
the rest of your life, what would 
you eat and why? 
Any kind of chicken

First thing you did when you 
woke up this morning? 
Took my dogs out, at 5:30am, so they 
could follow their daily routine of 
waking up everyone within a 3 mile 
radius with their barking.

If you could be a character in 
a movie who would you be and 
why? 
I would be John Cena’s wife in “The 
Marine” because he picks her up and 
carries her all over the place and 
saves her from diamond thieves, no 
big deal. 

Describe your first imaginary/
invisible friend. 
I’m too cool for imaginary friends.

South Park or Family Guy and 
why? 
Family Guy because Stewie is cool 
because he’s stayed a CUTE little 
baby for how ever many years and is 
a super genius.

Describe your personal utopia?
a.61 Old Colony Rd, Old Lyme, 

CT 06371. BAM. 
b.It’s the small beach commu-

nity where I spend my sum-
mers on the Connecticut shore. 
I call it “my beach.” It’s the kind 

of place where “everybody 
knows your name” and even 
rainy days are the best days. 

Do you think its manly for 
men to wear pink?

I think it’s awesome. Definitely 
awesome…. But extra macho 

manly? Not so much.

First thing you did when you 
woke up this morning?

Turned my alarm off… 4 times.

Describe your first imaginary/ 
invisible friend

It was the number 52. I don’t 
remember much about it but 

I made it my imaginary friend 
because I liked the way the tops 

and bottoms of the number 
touched to make a creature 
looking shape on my clock 

when I was little. I would wait 
until the clock read X:52 before 
I would fall asleep… just to say 

hi.

What is something you must 
always have with you?

My watch. My wrist is com-
pletely naked without it. 
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