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back pain was only 1% among 7 year 
olds and 6% among 10 year olds, but 
increased to 18% among 14 and 16 
year old adolescents.” 
 Debeljak explained students 
should carry backpacks less than 10 to 
20 percent of their weight. The chal-
lenge is that some stylish backpacks are 
dangerous for one’s health. “Students 
can get backpacks with wide straps 
and padding, or backpacks with waist 
straps, which help distribute weight,” 
said Deblejak. If you already have a 
back problem, you are more prone to 
injury. Therefore, you should have 
“two sets of books: one set for home 
and one for school.”  She recommends 
rolling backpacks; however, there are 
some cons to this as well. “[Rolling 
packs] can be expensive and hard to fit 
in lockers.”
 Quoted in an article on CNN.
com, chiropractor Jerome McAndrews 
said, “children are carrying far too 
much weight in their backpacks and 
they are carrying them fashionably 
but improperly, slung over one shoul-
der. The [musculo-skeletal] system 
has limited rejuvenation possibilities. 
We’re concerned that the damage that 
is inflicted now will be showing up 30 
years later in even more serious back 
injuries.”
 Senior Amiele Goldrich’s 
backpack weighed in at 26.7 pounds, 
while sophomore Anshika Niraj’s bag 
weighed eight pounds. When account-
ing for this 18.7 lb difference, it is im-
portant to recognize the time of day 
these backpacks were measured. Gold-
rich’s backpack was weighed during 
school hours, whereas Niraj’s back-
pack was weighed after school. 
Many students said their backpack is 
usually heavier before or after classes 
with heavy texts. It may also depend 
on how much homework is assigned 
that night and what needs to be brought 
home.  
 Debeljak suggested that stu-
dents may be carrying too many things 
in their backpacks.  It is important to 
clean it out often and to not bring more 
than what is needed.  “Some symptoms 

of back injury are discomfort and pain 
for an extended period of time.  If a stu-
dent is in pain for more than five days, 
[he or she] should be seen by a doctor,” 
said Debeljak.
“I can never go to my locker because 
I don’t have time during the day,” Wo-
linsky said.  Sophomore Jaynath Rajan 
said, “My backpack gets three times 
heavier [throughout the year].”  
 English teacher Todd Butler 
doesn’t “even use the textbook in [his] 
regular sophomore English class.”  
When asked if he believes that students 
are carrying too many things around 
school he replied with “I’ve never 
thought to even look, but I do know the 
textbooks are really hefty.”  
 World History teacher Karissa 
Piper doesn’t make students bring their 
textbooks to class every day.  “I have a 
classroom set for them here,” she said.  
Just like Butler, Piper hasn’t “spent a 
lot of time considering what students 
have to carry.”  However, she has tried 
to help students who complain about 
having to carry too many things by 
keeping textbooks in her room.  
Spanish teacher Daria Cayne does 
make students bring their books to 
class every day.  However, the Span-
ish textbooks seem to be much smaller 
than some other textbooks.  She be-
lieves that “some students are [carry-
ing too many things] and some aren’t.  
It depends on where their locker is and 
what their classes are.”   
 In addition to heavy textbooks, 
some BHS students carry unique items 
as well. The strangest thing that sopho-
more Varun Jambunath has in his back-
pack is beef jerky that he claims is 
from 2009. Jambunath can never find 
things in his backpack easily.  “I once 
dropped my keys in it and couldn’t find 
them for a week,” he joked.  
 Wolinsky exclaimed, “last year 
I had a sleepover, and my friend put her 
bra in my backpack as a joke.  I went 
to first period and it was in between the 
two binders that I needed for that class.  
I pulled it out and laughed.” 

OVERWEIGHT: ARE YOU 
CARRYING MORE THAN YOU SHOULD?
By Rachel Lubinger  
Staff Writer

Possible 
Signs of 

Back 
Injury

Discomfort or pain in your back, 
shoulders, or neck for an extended 

period of time 

If you have pain for more than five 
days, it should be seen by a doctor
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 S o p h o m o r e 
Shaina Wolin-

sky carries a mini 
first aid kit in her 

backpack because 
her mom is a doctor 

and doesn’t trust her to 
go anywhere without it.  

She also currently has two 
three-inch binders and two 

two-inch binders as well as the usual 
books.  

 Between textbooks, binders 
and pencil cases, student backpacks 
seem to be increasing in size and 
weight. The Beachcomber weighed 
33 student backpacks representing 
students from each grade taking 
a range of classes. The average 
weight was 17.58 lbs., with some 
in excess of 20 lbs. 
 As students walk down the 
hallway greeting their friends, 
those with heavy backpacks 
could be preparing themselves for 
pain and possible injury.  School 
nurse Kelly Debeljak explained, 
if people carry too many items, 
they “are expected to develop sco-
liosis, which curves or bends the 
spine.”  
 According to a study pub-
lished in the Journal of Back and 
Musculoskeletal Rehabilitation, 
“Low back pain is a relatively com-
mon complaint in adolescence. One 
study found that the prevalence of 
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 On Sept. 22-26, Junior Jessie 
Gill won third place in humorous inter-
pretation at the Yale University tourna-
ment, bringing home the BHS speech 
and debate team’s first top three trophy 
from a prestigious national circuit tour-
nament.
 Gill’s performance was from 
Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls, School, 
and Other Scary Things, by Lenore 
Look. Sophomore teammate Anshika 
Niraj said, “Her performance was 
about a kid who has trouble speaking 
to other people in school and is really 
shy.”
 Niraj explained that Gill was 
very poised, and that she had everyone 
laughing, which helped her overcome 
tough competition.
 BHS speech and debate has 
experienced rapid growth since Matt 
Baron, now a student at Northwestern 
University, launched the club six years 
ago.
 “The difference between 
speech and debate is that in debate, 
students address specific topics given 
to them to research. In speech, students 
get to choose their own topics or piec-
es,” said Majercak.

 Majercak also described some 
of the events in which debate students 
participate: three of these events in-
clude congressional debate, where 
students propose bills and then argue 
for or against each bill; public forum 
debate, where students work in teams 
to build pro or con cases for a given 
resolution; and humorous interpreta-
tion, dramatic and duo interpretation, 
where students choose a play, book or 
movie and perform it.
 “We have about forty students 

total, but depending on the tournament 
not all forty will compete due to the 
level of the tournament and registration 
limits,” said Majercak. “At Yale, only 
nine students went because I chose 
only those whom I knew were ready to 
do well at such a difficult tournament.”
Majercak said that speech and debate 
students gain the ability to logically 
present and defend their opinions, 
ability to research and give multiple 
speeches based on that research.
 Majercak mentioned that the 

team is young with only a few seniors. 
Most of the students joined either this 
year or last. Sophomores Anshika Ni-
raj, Jayanth Rajan, Varun Jambunath, 
juniors Max Yanowitz, Maddie Adel-
man, Beth Moses, Jessie Gill, Wooy-
oung Lee and senior Chenyu Zhang are 
a few of the students who attended the 
tournament at Yale.
 WooYoung Lee, the vice presi-
dent of the club, said that he partici-
pated in public forum debate, yet did 
not get as far as Gill. “Jessie [Gill] was 
the one who went to the final round 
and brought the big blue trophy home,” 
said Lee.
 “The secret of success in de-
bate basically comes from commit-
ment. For one thing, we travel long dis-
tances, sometimes around ten hours,” 
said Lee.
 He also said that the reason be-
hind Gill’s success is because she has 
been acting since she was young.
 Majercak agrees. “Jessie 
[Gill’s] success basically revolves 
around the fact that she has been work-
ing very hard ever since she was young, 
and has become so talented.”
 Gill’s teammates and coach are 
clearly proud of her. “[Her] trophy is 
so big it doesn’t fit in our trophy case,” 
Majercak said.

Jessie Gill Wins Third Place at Yale Speech & Debate Tournement
By Grace Kagai
Staff Writer

Friday Night Lights

Steve Rosen

Teachers’ Bargaining 
Rights

Improving
Communication
Between School 

Board and Schools

Alec Isaacson Joshua Mintz

 “I think Friday night lights 
are an awesome thing. I think part of 
the high school spirit is the camarade-
rie and excitement of the Friday night 
football games. I would love to see the 
sports facilities updated here. I’d love 
to see more than just a nice weight 
room, I’d love to see a turf field, I’d 
love to see our practice fields with bet-
ter drainage and I’d love to see Friday 
night lights.”

 “I’m very much in favor of Fri-
day night lights, and beyond that what 
I think is amazing is that the boosters 
and the community came together to 
get 65,000 to get this project started. 
That’s the kind of thing that we need:  
That sort of partnership between the 
community and the schools.”

 “I am all for Friday night 
lights. I went to Beachwood and this 
was an issue that came up when I was 
here in high school. I’ve been in areas 
where they have Friday night lights  
and been to those games, and I believe 
that it’s great, but I want it to be more 
than Friday night lights. I think with 
all that the boosters have done, we can 
[request donations from] businesses 
and all the alumni so we can go after so 
much more money.”

 “Regardless with what hap-
pens with SB5, Teachers are going to 
have to pay more into their retirement.
That’s been written into the state bud-
get. So I am all in favor of repealing 
SB5. I think it’s a ridiculous piece of 
legislation, and it’s overreaching. But 
any of you can go back to your educa-
tional career and think back to teachers 
you had that were just incredibly phe-
nomenal. Teachers that motivated and 
inspired you. Unfortunately, the way 
the unions are structured right now, we 
have a last in first out set up. So you 
may have a new teacher that is hired 
that is a great teacher, but when there is 
a reduction in force, the law says right 
now that we have to let that teacher go. 
That needs to be changed.”

 “Yes, I see it as an intrustion 
on local control. The whole structure of 
school boards is local independent con-
trol. This community values education 
and values its people, and that’s why 
all of our families moved here, and 
that’s why we are here: for the schools. 
I don’t agree on that encroachment on 
local control. Two, bargaining rights...
it’s no way to treat people. The people 
that are involved in our schools are the 
backbone of the community, and you 
can’t treat them poorly. The teachers 
deserve the best deal that they can ne-
gotiate and if the state is trying to ham-
string them it is wrong and unfair.”

 “That’s what I do for a living—
I negotitate, so I am all for the teachers. 
I do it every day and I really do agree 
with what Issacson said in that sense.”

“One of the things that we’ve done 
actually in the last few years by bring-
ing Doug Levin in as our marketing 
person is the school now has a Face-
book presence, a Twitter presence 
and an email list that is used more 
frequently.”

“If you improve communications 
between the schools and parents, then 
you get better involvement, and we 
need better involvement. It’s the same 
cast of characters at the PTO events, 
and our community is so much bigger 
than that. Not only in a large perspec-
tive [in order to help] out the schools, 
but in a smaller perspective because 
an involved parent means a successful 
student.”

“From what I’ve seen, some of the 
school board members currently--and 
I respect them and think they are 
great--but I’ve heard they’re not as 
involved in the schools as for instance 
someone like Steve. He’s been  very 
involved and we need that. We need 
more discussions with the students, 
and with parents. Steve’s been going 
to meetings for six years now. Talking 
to students and parents is crucial.”

By Courtney Fishman  
Editor-in-Chief

The Speech and Debate Team along with Adviser Nicole Majercak are all smiles 
after Gill’s third place win at the Yale University Tournament.

 Photo by Don Majercak

Age: 48

Political Affiliation: Democrat

Age: 43

Politcal Affiliation: Democrat

Age: 36

Political Affiliation: Republican

On Tuesday, Nov. 8, Beachwood voters will fill two open positions on the school board. The candidates spoke to 
student council on Oct. 5. These quotes are taken from their discussion of friday night lights, teachers’ bargaining 

rights & improving communication between the school board and schools.
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 You can see them emerging 
from behind folders; you can watch 
them creep out under desks; you can 
hear them vibrate softly in the pockets 
of your neighbor’s backpack. Although 
we are told we shouldn’t have them on 
us at all, everyone knows that no one 
leaves their cell phone locked away. 
 We are in an age of technolo-
gy-an age where communication relies 
on the agility of your thumbs and the 
price of your mobile plan. Yet, our ad-
ministration is still overly restrictive in 
regards to cell phone policy at the high 
school. In a given month, the admin-
istration might take away as many as 
twelve cell phones (disregarding those 
teachers take from you in class).
 According to the student hand-
book, cell phones are only permitted in 

the cafeteria and atrium. That means 
the IRC (information resource center, 
aka the library) and hallways are total-
ly off limits for personal electronic use. 
Do you want to stop by your locker and 
send a quick text to mom? You’re out 
of luck. What happens when an an-
nouncement tells you your activity is 
cancelled, and you need to let your ride 
home know so you aren’t stuck wait-
ing? Why can’t you text a friend while 
in the library to ask them a homework 
question? Why is sending a text con-
sidered more disruptive than talking to 
someone sitting next to you? 
 Obviously, everyone is aware 
that these rules are not strictly fol-
lowed, though they are strictly en-
forced. Why even bother? It’s a waste 
of their time and a silly inconvenience 

for us. Just because someone uses their 
phone in the hall doesn’t mean they 
will use it during class, and there is no 
difference between playing a game on 
a cell phone and playing a game on the 
school laptops in the library. We are big 
kids now. We can handle it. 
 We appreciate that the admin-
istration has modernized their stance 
on Facebook; we think they should 
continue in this progressive direction 
and relax, not abolish, the cell phone 
rules.  The people who never bother 
following the rules are going to do 
what they want regardless of what the 
handbook says; this would benefit the 
students who have a conscious for the 
academic environment around them. 

Beachcomber Editorial: Texting in the Hallways

 Steve Jobs, a catalyst of the 
personal computing industry, who 
made an immeasurable impact on mod-
ern life, has died Oct. 5. In his 56 years, 
Jobs made a plethora of contributions 
to the world in the form of consumer 
products that have become unmatched 
industry standard.
 As students in Beachwood, 
we have been privileged to be able to 
use Macs exclusively as a major part 
of the curriculum. I remember back 
in Bryden when we were using those 
old colorful iMac G3s and the large 
clamshell iBooks. All of us students 
were born into a world dominated by 
consumer products made by Apple: 
iPods, iMacs, iBooks, PowerBooks, 
MacBooks, iPads- the list goes on and 
on. Every day we as students have been 
directly affected by Apple products, 
which have shaped our lives and our 
education. 
 Steven Paul Jobs was born to a 
parent who was in college and did not 
want to deal with him. A middle class 
family in Mountain View would even-
tually adopt the infant Steve. Their 
names were Paul and Clara Jobs. 
 iCon, Jobs’ unofficial biogra-
phy written by Jeffrey Young and Wil-
liam Simon, details his early life and 
career. Jobs wasn’t really into educa-
tion, and dropped out of Reed College 
in 1972. He met up with a friend, Steve 
Wozniak, in 1974. They participated in 
the Homebrew Computer Club. There, 
the two Steves sold a product that al-
lowed free long distance calls utiliz-
ing a whistle found in Captain Crunch 
boxes as a prize. It was called the Blue 
Box.
 Jobs turned Woz’s creations 
into products, selling them all across 
California. Eventually, Woz invented 
a personal computer that could be use-
ful for the average person. They built 
about 50 of the early computers called 
Apple I. They later developed the Ap-
ple II, a product that revolutionized the 
company.
 In 1983, Jobs decided that he 

needed a CEO to take over the bigger 
picture while he focused on innova-
tion. He hired John Sculley, then CEO 
of Pepsi, with the famous line “Do you 
want to sell sugar water for the rest of 
your life, or do you want to come with 
me and change the world?”
 In 1984, Apple unveiled the 
Macintosh. Finally, there was a com-
puter that was easy to use with an 
easily-manipulated graphical user in-
terface. Only a few months later, Bill 
Gates of Microsoft released Windows- 
based upon information he had stolen 
from Apple, according to an article in 
the Huffington Post.
 In 1985, Steve Jobs was fired 
from the company he started in a pow-
er struggle between himself and CEO 
John Sculley. He moved on to found 
computer company NeXT and enter-
tainment company Pixar.
 Jobs stayed with these two 
companies for a decade, in which Pixar 
worked with Disney to produce the first 
successful computer-generated film, 
Toy Story in 1995. NeXT, although not 
as successful as Jobs hoped, proved to 
be a key element of Job’s future.
 The 1990s were tough for Ap-
ple. In an effort to save the company, 
Steve Jobs was hired back as interim 
CEO of Apple.
 In 1998, Apple introduced the 
iMac, its first revolutionary product 
since the Macintosh. The iMac was 
aimed at Internet access, more ad-
vanced processing and ease of use.
 In 2001, Steve Jobs introduced 
the iPod- the device that brought 1000 
songs into your pocket. For a reason-
able price, Jobs had once again deliv-
ered a revolutionary device.
 In 2004, Steve Jobs was diag-
nosed with pancreatic cancer, one of 
the more deadly forms of cancer. Yet, 
somehow, by sheer luck, Steve had a 
rare form of the disease that could be 
removed by surgery.
 In 2007, Apple changed the 
world a fourth time with the iPhone, 
combining the power of the internet, 
the convenience of the phone and the 
entertaining value of the iPod into one 
device. It also brought Apple users a 

new level of user-friendliness with the 
touchscreen. Apple made it very diffi-
cult for competitors to keep up.
 Somehow, in less than three 
years, Jobs and Apple had done it again 
with a new take on the computer called 
the iPad. It took the innovation of the 
iPhone and projected it onto a larger 
screen- startling developers into push-
ing out apps that have, like the product, 
changed the world.
 This year, less than two 
months ago, Steve Jobs stepped down 
from his title of CEO and passed it on 
to then COO Tim Cook. He remained 

A Post-Steve-Jobs World: History Behind the Vision 
By Max Bleich
Online Editor-in-Chief

on the board of directors as chairman- 
overseeing the big picture while Tim 
focused on day-to-day.
 On Oct. 5, Steve Jobs died af-
ter a long battle with pancreatic cancer. 
Although Steve was taken from the 
world before his time, he accomplished 
more than anybody could have done in 
multiple lifetimes. Through innova-
tion upon innovation, he continued to 
change the way we live our lives. He 
was a strong leader and an effective 
thinker who focused all of his power 
into making the world a better place, 
and for that he will be truly missed.

Each issue, the editorial staff comes to a consensus on an issue important to our school community.

Cartoon by Arielle Cohen.
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Or not to text...
To t

ext...
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tronic messages without 
straining your vocal chords? 

Why put yourself through the pres-
sure of maintaining an actual conver-
sation? To me, calling a friend often 
shows more consideration than send-
ing a quick “hey.” When you run out of 
things to text about, conversations can 
quickly end with a meaningless, not to 
mention laughter-less, “LOL.” 
 It’s takes a lot more effort to 
talk face-to-face with someone when 
you factor in facial expressions, reac-
tions, eye contact, hand gestures, in-
flection, tone, etc. A simple “hey” can 
be given many more meanings when 
spoken than through an ambiguous 
text.
 Most teens would claim that 
texting is a necessity for maintaining 
their social lives. Texting does help 
you keep in touch, but ultimately, how 
does it contribute to the improvement 
of social skills? People feel more com-
fortable and bold when hidden behind 
a phone number than when they have 
to make an effort to actually speak to 
someone. 
 How can interaction skills be 
improved when people prefer to text 
about subjects that they don’t have the 
courage to introduce out loud? With 
texting, there’s no need to work up the 
nerve to ask Sue to the prom in person. 
I’m sure she’d love for you to send a 

message that’s something 
along the lines of, “u, me, prom. 
i’ll pick u up @ 6, k?. ;) .” Texting 
may be helpful for sending a quick 
message, but it takes away from devel-
oping personal relationships.
 This kind of abbreviation and 
butchering of language is just another 
contribution of texting. Grammar and 
spelling are tossed right out the win-
dow. Sure, abbreviation helps when 
there is a limit on the number of char-
acters allowed in a message, but it sure 
doesn’t improve anyone’s speech or 
writing skills.
 Also, when texting, a con-
versation can be dropped right away. 
When you’re tired of texting some-
one or can’t think of anything besides 
“LOL” to fill the gap, you can just not 
reply. Not so with actual conversations. 
How awkward would it be if you were 
talking to someone, and when the con-
versation begins to lag, that someone 
leaves? 
 Texting adds another way to be 
rude to others as well. I was chatting 
with my friend one day, lightly laugh-
ing about some past event, when a bee-
like buzz was emitted from my friend’s 
pocket and she immediately whipped 
her phone out and put our conversa-
tion on hold. As she replied to her text, 
I was left to watch her furiously tap 
the phone keys, and after that got old, 

i cnt 
st@nd tx-

ting!!!111 :( ne1 
els feel the same? 

 It seems like 
the whole world has re-

placed actual conversation 
with abbreviated electronic 

messages. 
 I’ll admit that our generation 

enjoys the convenience of tex-
ting. Statistics show that 2.5 bil-

lion text messages are sent each 
day, and the number of teens who 
text daily has grown tremendously 
in the last couple of years. Howev-
er, despite its popularity, it seems 
to me that texting is just another 
factor contributing to an imper-
sonal world. It can be harmful to 
students’ academic lives--and 

to our social relationships as 
well.

 Who actually calls in-
stead of texting nowa-

days? Why call when 
you can send oc-

casionally am-
b i g u o u s 

e l e c -

I silently 
g l a n c e d 
around, wait-
ing for her to fin-
ish. Anyone else ever 
had that same experi-
ence? When you were left 
to awkwardly wait for the 
person you were talking to to 
send a text? Okay, okay, I know 
it’s unfair to assume that the text 
was not important or life-threat-
ening, but more often than not, it’s 
a text that can wait to be answered.
 So if you find yourself sit-
ting at home and at a loss for any-
thing to occupy your time, instead 
of reaching for your phone and 
texting a quick and toneless “hey 
whats up,” stop and consider if 
that person would be happier if 
you called instead and greet-
ed him or her with a warm, 
“Hello there!” Sure it’s 
not as high-tech, but 
there’s no better 
medium of com-
m u n i c a t i o n 
than your 
voice.

where say, you’re 
crouching in a bank in the 

midst of an armed robbery, and 
you can’t talk, texting the police could 
save the lives of you and your fellow 
hostages. But texting can be useful in 
non-emergency situations too. Maybe 
you’re in first period, and you realized 
you left your fourth period math home-
work at home. A quick text to your 
mom can solve the problem, without 
sneaking to the bathroom to make a 
call, and therefore missing class time, 
or making a cumbersome trip to the of-
fice. 
  Another big advantage of tex-
ting is speed. Maybe you have a home-
work-packed night, but you don’t know 
the homework assignment for one of 
your classes, so you call a friend. Your 
friend gives you the assignment, but 
pretty soon a conversation strikes up, 
and you’re set back twenty minutes. A 
text makes it easier to get information 
quickly. 
 Texting also makes us better 
communicators. Let’s compare today’s 
average teenagers with those born be-
fore the invention of texting. Not so 
long ago, the only forms of communi-
cation were face-to-face conversations, 
telephone chats, and snail mail. Now 
add texting to that equation. That’s one 
more form of communication. You’ve 
probably heard the phrase: “Practice 
makes perfect.” With more communi-

cation devices, 
we are getting more prac-
tice communicating. This influx 
of communication through new media 
is leading the current generation to be 
better communicators than generations 
past.
  Why would communicating 
more make someone a better commu-
nicator? Why, one could argue that it’s 
better to communicate a lot on one me-
dium, for example, the telephone, to 
hone the art of communication to per-
fection rather than flipping from device 
to device. But that argument is wrong. 
 If you looked at many teenag-
ers’ texts and then listened to one of 
their face-to-face conversations, you 
would find that they would be saying 
different things depending on the me-
dium. For example, take a conversa-
tion between two friends about a test 
they just took. Maybe in a face-to-face 
conversation, one person would say, 
“I’m pretty sure I failed,” while a friend 
would agree, “I never understand any-
thing in that class.” But if the same two 
people were texting, the first person 
may write, “That was really hard,”, and 
thereafter the buddy would reply, “So 
what did u put 4 #6?” The same topic, 
but a different way of talking for each.
 So why would it be better to 
have more forms of communication? 
Well, the answer lies in what it means 
to be a good communicator. A 

I t ’ s 
a bor-

ing Saturday 
afternoon when 

suddenly your phone 
lights up, sings its 

friendly song, and exu-
berantly lets you know you 

have a new text message. For 
you, this could mean the an-

swer to your weekend boredom. 
For some other people you know: 

parents, friends and teachers, this 
atrocity--text messaging--is the 
reason the current generation is in 
trouble: beeping, fragmented con-
versations are crowding out real, 
meaningful ones. 
 But for me, one new text mes-
sage is one new avenue of com-

munication, connection and 
cameradery, not to mention 

a time-saving device.
 One key benefit of tex-

ting is that it allows 
silent communi-

cation. In an 
emergency 

situation, 

g o o d 
c o m m u -
nicator gets 
his or her point 
across; reaching ev-
eryone he or she is talk-
ing to. With this new way 
to communicate, there is a 
new norm of conversation, a  
new social jungle to climb, and 
people have more experience 
navigating different social situa-
tions while still getting their point 
across. 
 So next time you hear that 
familiar ba-ba-bing, don’t absent-
mindedly reply or fill with shame 
because of what someone has told 
you about the so-called “evils 
of texting.” Next time your 
screen lights up, realize that 
this 160-character message 
is saving you time, giving 
you the tool of silient 
communication, and 
making you a better 
communicator..

Texting for teenagers is one of the most common forms of communication. It’s easy to pick up the phone and send a 160-or-
less character message to your friend, but as texting rises in popularity, are our relationships becoming less personal?

By 

Cath
y P

erl
off

ByErleinTacastacas



Arts & Life 5theBeachcomber

 The sun beat down on hun-
dreds of sauntering locals perusing un-
der white tents. Restaurants sold sam-
ples between artists’ kiosks displaying 
everything from abstract paintings 
to cigar box purses. Elderly couples, 
young families and enthusiastic hip-
sters strolled among the various forms 
of art: sculpture, painting, jewelry, pot-
tery, craft, clothes and photography.
Sept. 24 and 25 marked the second an-
nual “Art in the Village-Fall Edition” 
art festival at Legacy Village. The 
show brought in artists from all over 
the nation. Over fifteen million dollars 
in artwork was displayed. The show 
took up the entire main walkway near 
Starbucks and California Pizza Kitch-
en. Below are a few highlights from the 
show.

Sculpture
www.RodmanWhite.com

 
 Mindy Rodman and Paul 
White couple up to make the Rodman 
White House. Their primarily wood 
and steel sculptures define quirky, col-
orful, abstract shapes and large, vivid, 

geometric contemporary faces were a 
bright point in the show. Clearly art 
meant for a home, the pieces were de-
signed to be useable and interactive.
Ancizar Marin

Sculpture
www.artbyancizar.com

 
 Marin’s bronze and resin 
sculptures dazzle the eye. Each one a 
completely recognizable yet whimsical 
hand carved figurine, his artwork has 
a definite yet original point of view. 
Many of the pieces are circus inspired, 
but his most identifying pieces are his 
colorful climbers.

Abstract and Figurative Paintings
www.sharonwestbrook.com

 The charming Southern Sha-
ron Hayes Westbrook exhibited a wide 
range of expressive, figurative paint-
ings. Inside her tent was everything 
from abstract strokes on large can-
vases to loose renditions of the human 
form to piercing and distinct portraits. 
Her paintings were bold, fearless, and 
evocative of some of the great expres-
sionist masters.

Acrylic Paintings
fineartzero@atcjet.net

Hanson’s acrylic paintings are 
slick, exploding abstractions of col-
or and organic forms. They appear 
to be inspired by gardens and other 
floral images. Overall, his tent was 
layered with beautiful pieces full of 
movement.

Paintings
www.artofmurf.com

 “It’s like composing a 
piece of music”, artist Marvin 
“Murf” Murphy proclaims about 
his art. Indeed, his art seems to vi-
brate with their clever use of color 
and variation in line. His music-
inspired paintings are abstract art that 
most people could appreciate, which is 
generally hard to say.

Photography
www.mccollumphotography.net

In the collection shown at Art in the 
Village, Karen and Kim McCollum 
were inspired by the John Lennon Wall 
in Prague. Focusing on specific, in-

timate parts of the hand painted wall, 
their digitized and slightly edited im-
ages of the nationally significant work 
are modern and smart. Though fine art, 
these would be cool images to hang in 
your room with their rock vibe and re-
bellious feeling.

Art Festival at Legacy Village 
By Arielle Cohen
A & E Editor

 Most BHS students are do-
ing something to celebrate Halloween. 
Some are going to costume parties 
and haunted houses, while others opt 
to watch horror movies with friends. 
And then of course, some students are 
participating in the classic Halloween 
tradition: trick or treating. Opinions 
differ over whether trick or treating is 
something you should really be doing 
in your high school years.
 Many students feel that the 
time to stop should be around college 
age.
 “You’re still young and you 
want to have fun. And besides: free 
candy,” explained Senior Amy Roder-
ick. “[On previous] Halloweens, I’ve 
either gone trick or treating or to cos-
tume parties.”

 “You should stop when you’re 
19. … once you’re past [18] you start 
looking like an adult,” said Junior Jar-
ed Williams. “I’ve gone trick or treat-
ing every year. Last year I was Mike 
the situation, and the year before I was 
a dead Salesman,” said Williams.
 To other students, such as 
Freshman Susan Eiban, Middle School 
is the proper time for students to stop 
trick or treating. “After that, it’s like 
stealing candy from kids,” she com-
mented, and many agree with her. To 
these students, trick or treating should 
be a pastime reserved for younger kids, 
not for teens about to go into college, 
who can buy their own candy.
 Among teachers, many of 
whom have kids of their own, opinions 
also tend to vary.
 “I think middle school is the 
appropriate time for kids to stop trick 
or treating, because it is a specific time 

Halloween is Coming: Are Teenagers Too Old to Trick or Treat?
By Maya Saab
Staff Writer 

in their lives where they are beginning 
to transition into young adults,” said 
English teacher Casey Mathews.
 “I want kids to be kids…as 
long as you are dressed up, participat-
ing in the right spirit and not getting 
into trouble I like to see teenagers trick 
or treating. There is enough time to be 
an adult, so enjoy childhood,” said so-
cial studies teacher Melissa Buddenha-
gen.
 “Probably around the early 
high school years – say freshmen year. 

Freshmen are starting to become in-
dependent young adults, and it makes 
sense to leave the door-to-door trick or 
treating to the younger kids. It’s one 
of those youth activities that should 
begin to fall away as young adulthood 
emerges,” said social studies teacher 
Greg Deegan.
 But whatever one’s opinion is 
on trick or treating, all agree that the 
holiday of Halloween should be spent 
in the spirit of fun.

Sharon Hayes Westbrook exhibited her 
figurative paiting such as the one fea-
tured above. Photo by Arielle Cohen

Cartoon by Maya Saab
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Around the World with LEGO

Features 8theBeachcomber

By Jeffrey Zuckerman
Photos courtesy of Arthur Gugick

 Arthur Gugick does not need 
a passport to see the world’s most fa-
mous landmarks. 
 He has already constructed 
many of them in his home. 
 Gugick is not only a well-
respected math teacher at BHS. He is 
also a highly accomplished and inter-
nationally known AFOL—Adult Fan 
of LEGO. 
 Recently, Gugick hosted an 
open house at his home to show his 
LEGO creations to BHS faculty mem-
bers. Gugick’s LEGO art includes rep-
licas of famous landmarks such as the 
Parthenon, the Roman Coliseum and 
the Taj Mahal.  
 Gugick became interested in 
LEGO creations on his seventh birth-
day when he was given a dump truck 
LEGO kit. “I never really stopped play-
ing with LEGO pieces,” said Gugick. 
“I still have kits from the 1970s, 1980s 
and all the way to today.” 
 According to Gugick, a typical 
creation takes over 100 hours to build, 
and uses thousands of LEGO pieces. 
To build a model of England’s Salis-
bury Cathedral, Gugick used about 
50,000 LEGO pieces. Needless to say, 
Gugick has to keep his half-million 
LEGO pieces well organized by color 
and size in order to find what he needs 

for a particular project.    
“When I think that something can’t be 
built with LEGO, I always take that as 
a personal challenge to try to do it,” 
said Gugick. “When you build things 
bigger, it’s usually easier because you 
have more room to play around with 
the pieces. To date, the only things that 
I have been unable to figure out how 
to build are the Sydney Opera House 
in Australia and the famous Swiss Re 
Building in London.” 
 Gugick uses math “all the 
time” to execute his designs. For ex-
ample, he used calculus to build the 
Roman Coliseum and geometry and 
trigonometry to create his portrait of 
Darth Vader. 
 Gugick plans to make a por-
trait of Arnold Schwarzenegger that 
becomes The Terminator depending on 
the direction from which it is viewed. 
He has also considered making a 
LEGO version of the remodeled BHS. 
 In addition to building struc-
tures, Gugick attends LEGO conven-
tions throughout the United States. He 
pointed out, “At a typical LEGO con-
vention, about 1000 AFOLs attend. [It 
is] a nerd fest.  Most of the adult fans 
of LEGO are math teachers, engineers, 
physicists, computer programmers—
just what one would expect.” Gugick 

added that at one convention, he won 
first prize for his LEGO version of 
France’s Mont Saint Michel island and 
monastery. 
 “One of the reasons that I go to 
these conventions is that I lecture, but 
more importantly, I like to see other 
people’s work, so that I can steal their 
ideas,” laughed Gugick. “It’s the truth. 
Pablo Picasso said, ‘True artists bor-
row, great artists steal.’ I like to think 
I’m a great artist.” 
 Although Gugick enjoys his 
hobby, he often feels that there has 
been more attention paid to his interest 
rather than his math teaching. “I view 
my teaching as more important than 
my LEGO building. In some respects, 
I think that I’m a better teacher than a 
LEGO builder. And yet, all this fuss is 
made over my LEGO creations. There 
have been articles in the Sun Press and 
there have been articles in the Wash-
ington Post about me. I was nominated 
as one of Cleveland’s 30 most impor-
tant people a few years ago. So there’s 
all this fuss made about me because I 
play with a kid’s toy, and I seem to be 
good at it.”
 
 To see photographs of all of 
Gugick’s LEGO work, please visit his 
website at www.gugick.com. 
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 Student and teacher relation-
ships on Facebook have become a 
national controversy in the past few 
months. BHS students and staff have 
many opinions about what’s appropri-
ate in regard to Facebook “relation-
ships” for classroom use. 
 Over the summer, the Missouri 
State Legislature passed a law banning 
teachers from communicating with stu-
dents via Facebook or other social me-
dia.  Before going into effect, part of 
the law was suspended by a judge due 
to first amendment concerns. 
 In other parts of the country, 
many school districts, including the 
Dayton Public Schools, have restricted 
teacher-student communication via so-
cial media.
 Assistant Principal Paul Chase 
was asked about our school district’s 
policy. “[We have] a policy that regu-
lates communication using electronic 
devices for teachers.” The policy states, 
“Each professional staff member shall: 
refrain from using his/her professional 
relationships with students for private 
advantage.” Though this policy doesn’t 
directly allow students and teachers 

to friend each other on Facebook, it 
doesn’t rule it out. 
 English teacher Todd Butler 
believes students and teachers should 
be able to be friends, only if they are 
“friends” for educational purposes. 
Social studies teacher Pam Ogilvy uses 
a personal Facebook in addition to a 
class Facebook. She said, “You guys 
check Facebook way more frequently 
than First class or Blackboard. I can 
post to Blackboard until I’m blue in 
the face…. Kids won’t check Black-
board. If I meet you where you are on 
Facebook, hopefully you will be more 
inclined to get your work done.” How-

ever, Ogilvy has never been friends 
with a student, current or former, on 
her personal Facebook. She explained, 
“I don’t think it’s appropriate…It’s a 
slippery slope.”
 History teacher John Perse 
asked, “What’s the point?” He said, 
“[I use Facebook primarily] to keep 
in touch with people I don’t normally 
see….I see them [students] everyday.” 
He added, “It is more appropriate to be 
friendly as opposed to being friends 
with current students.” However, he 
has reconnected with a few former stu-
dents through the site.  
 When asked if she had ever 

been friends with a student on Face-
book, art teacher Heather Grano com-
mented, “No, never, even when they 
graduate.” She said, “There are better 
forms like e-mail, if its professional 
(with an alum or for an educational 
purpose)…there is nothing that special 
about Facebook.”
 Sophomore Jessica Angel does 
not believe students and teachers should 
be friends. She described it as “weird.” 
She also said that she wouldn’t like to 
be friends with a teacher because she 
does not want her teachers to see what 
she posts on Facebook. 
 Until recently, Beachwood 
schools have blocked access to Face-
book (and many other social network-
ing sites) on school computers, but this 
doesn’t stop students from accessing 
these social network sites through their 
phones on school grounds.                           
 Chase was also asked whether 
Facebook is now unblocked on school 
computers.  He said,  “We have several 
classes that use [Facebook] for their 
curriculum. We’re trying to [allow ac-
cess to] the school-related pages.” He 
continued, “I think it’s an important 
tool if used the right way. You don’t 
want to completely destroy the educa-
tional path, it’s a balance.” 

BHS Students and Staff Consider the Role of Facebook in School
By Vance Gulley
Staff Writer

 Over the summer, BHS alum-
nus, auditorium manager and district 
technology coordinator Joel Freimark 
departed for New York.
 He left behind more than his 
job. He left behind the White & Gold 
variety show, the tech crew and the 
drama club’s plays, all of which he had 
been involved in since he was a student 
back in the late nineties.
 This leaves students wonder-
ing… what will happen to the BHS tra-
dition of White & Gold? What about 
the tech crew? Who will be replacing 
Freimark for the future?
 A few weeks ago, the deci-
sion has been made. Two new advi-
sors have been selected by administra-
tion- Substitute teacher Don Majercak 
and Intervention Specialist Michele 
Toomey. Although surely it will be dif-
ficult to fill the many roles that Frei-
mark covered for so many years. “He 
had gotten [White & Gold] down to a 
science,” said student activities coordi-
nator Craig Alexander. “Frankly, if Mr. 
Freimark wishes to return just to advise 
White & Gold, I’d have no problem 
with it,” Alexander continued.
 Freimark himself has con-
firmed that possibility of him returning 
isn’t very likely, however, he wishes 
to contribute in any way he possibly 
could.
 “I really care that White & 
Gold is a stellar production every sin-
gle year because I think the student 
body deserves it and it’s a matter of 
taking pride in what you do,” said Frei-
mark in an interview over Skype.
 “I’m not coming back to 
Cleveland for at least a year, so the ma-
jority of the meetings would have to be 
done over Skype– which is fine,” said 
Freimark.
 “The reality is, however, one of 
the key reasons White & Gold was so 
great was because I was on the ground 
at the high school every single day. If 
a kid was slipping in class, [teachers] 
would let me know and I’d be able to 

approach the student and take care of 
the situation” said Freimark.
“A large part of the whole thing is be-
ing able to associate directly with stu-
dents. For that reason, it would be bet-
ter for [a staff member to advise] this 
year.”
 BHS Principal Robert Hardis 
has revealed that there are already a 
few people in line to advise White & 
Gold. However, he could not reveal 
any names. There is a strong possibil-
ity of co-advisers rather than just one 
as in years past.
 “Maybe it would feel less over-
whelming for someone who doesn’t 
have experience in such a thing. I 
thought perhaps they would have an 
interest in sharing this load and learn-
ing with a colleague,” Hardis said.
 Another question for this 
year’s White & Gold, is whether or not 
faculty musicians will be returning to 
collide with students in the form of a 
rock band.
 English teacher Todd Butler 
said, “White and Gold has meant quite 
a bit to me.  It is the one time of year 
that I can wipe the dust off of the gui-
tar, play with friends, and enjoy play-
ing music collectively.  There really 
isn’t anything like that feeling.  There 
is a unity we have with each other, and 
there is a reciprocated appreciation 
from the audience to us as well as from 
us to the audience.”
 Butler has been performing in 
the show for six years, and says that 
he plans to continue in the future- Joel 
Freimark or not. “We always say that 
we love playing together but that is not 
why we play.  We play because the stu-
dents enjoy playing with us, just as we 
do with them.”
 Not only are staff members in 
the dark, so are this year’s directors. 
Even without any adviser at the helm 
of White & Gold, the directors are still 
chugging forward.
 “We will start interviewing for 
assistant directors very soon, and audi-
tion posters will be displayed around 
the school any day now,” said co-di-
rector and senior Sam Goldman.

 “It [White & Gold without 
Freimark] will be different, and it 
won’t be easy. Even if our new advisor 
is really great, Joel really had experi-
ence and had a process of doing these 
things, and it worked. Joel really knew 
what he was doing with the show, espe-
cially because he knew so much about 
the auditorium and all of the equip-
ment. He knew how to set up these 
complicated lights (as in, go onto the 
cat walk and lower down giant metal 
bars, then attach the thousand dollar 
lighting fixtures, then hoist them back 

up to the cat walk with confidence), 
and how to control them. He was obvi-
ously a vital part of this process and it’s 
clear that there are definitely going to 
be some things that will be much more 
difficult this year,” Goldman said.
 Although the future of White 
& Gold remains uncertain, that doesn’t 
mean it won’t happen this year. “With 
all of the changes in the school there’s 
no way we can take this away from the 
students. It doesn’t need to be in the ca-
pacity that it was previously, but it will 
happen” Alexander said.

A Post-Joel White and Gold
By Max Bleich
Online Editor-in-Chief

The teacher-student band plays at the 2011 W&G. Photo by David Litwin.

The front page of the Facebook website. Screenshot by Steven Janovitz.
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 As the 2012 school year be-
gins, BHS seniors begin the tedious 
routine of  the college application 
process.  Teenagers today may have it 
easier than previous generations during 
the college process, thanks to the wide 
acceptance of the online Common Ap-
plication, which allows students to fill 
out one application instead of one sep-
arate document for each college.
 The Common Application was 
introduced in 1975 with 15 schools 
participating. It now boasts 500 par-
ticipating schools.
 BHS senior Jessica Friedman 
likes the convenience of the Common 
App. “I can apply to any school I want. 
It’s so easy to just do a little homework 
and then log in and fill out some of 
Common App and then save it and re-
turn to finishing it later.”
 Although some feel that the 
Common App has taken away some 
hassle from seniors, the stress level 
still affects students’ moods during the 
first half of the year.
 Friedman feels that although 

school has become less stressful be-
cause it’s senior year, students are now 
directing their focus primarily to col-
lege applications. Other students have 
acknowledged the Common App as a 
positive tool.
 Howard Sobel said, “Since I 
plan to apply to so many Universities 
and I am not sure where I am going, 
the Common App has removed some 
stress from my application process and 
has lessened the workload that used to 
be necessary when applying to numer-
ous schools.”
 From filling out the applica-
tion, maximizing GPA and perfor-
mance on the ACT and SATs, recom-
mendation letters, and the notorious 
college essay, applying to college has 

always been a burden, but it is now 
more competitive than ever.
 Guidance counselor Carolyn 
Beeler has slowly watched the college 
process enter the 21st Century. Regard-
ing the Common App she said, “It cer-
tainly has resulted in colleges receiving 
more applications.”  She continued, “It 
also shows if someone either loves the 
school, or is just finding a school to get 
into.”
 College admissions depart-
ments who accept the Common App 
agree that the Internet has been helped 
more students apply.
 Elizabeth Lee, Director of Ad-
mission at Cleveland State University 
said, “There are definitely advantages 
for both the student and the college /

university when a student applies on 
line – the application is more acces-
sible to the students, it can be faster to 
process.”
 Beeler explained that when 
she applied to college things were 
much different. “It was so simple, you 
took the ACT or SAT, you applied to 
a school, you were accepted and you 
went. There was no psychology behind 
it, it wasn’t about where you could get 
in but where you really fit,” she said.
 Beeler encourages seniors to 
apply to schools that seem like a reach 
in order to test their luck.  She continu-
ously reminds students that it’s not all 
about test scores and GPA, but, “every-
thing that a student brings to the table.”
 Lee also has advice for BHS 
seniors: “Stay organized, keep good 
records and notes on when you send 
things to colleges and universities; be 
timely – know the deadlines and stick 
to them. Visit the campus, talk to cur-
rent students, make sure it’s a good fit 
for you, and to remember to stay calm 
and have fun with the experience.” Lee 
knows how stressful this time can be 
and reminds how much easier incom-
ing application are now.

Easing the College Application Process: ‘There’s an App for That’
By Ari Rabinowitz
Staff Writer

The website of the Common Application. Screenshot by Steven Janovitz.

The Beachwood Band Brings out the Bison Beat for Fans and Football

 On an early Saturday morning, 
the football team isn’t the only group 
getting ready for the game. The BHS 
band is also preparing.
 After losing some talented se-
niors last year, the band returns sound-
ing better than ever. Led by a group of 
artistic seniors and featuring a fresh 
group of talent, this band boasts a new, 
innovative sound that Beachwood 

hasn’t heard in a while.
 Band director Craig 
Wohlschlager said, “I want to entertain 
the crowds, and for the band to have 
fun.  If we accomplish that, then I am 
satisfied.”
 Many songs added to this 
year’s upbeat, remarkable playlist in-
clude arrangements of “Paranoid” and 
“Crazy” by Gnarls Barkley. Football 
player Brandon Rotsky explained that 
the band’s music encourages the play-
ers, giving an advantage to the team.

 Band members enjoy the show 
as well. Senior Jared Seidel said, “The 
band gets the best view of the football 
games for free. I love getting to play 
for Beachwood every Friday night and 
Saturday.”
 In addition to regular band per-
formances at BHS, many students par-
ticipate with other area high-schoolers 
in groups such as Cleveland Youth 
Wind Symphony, Contemporary Youth 
Orchestra and Cleveland Orchestra 
Youth Orchestra.

 These students include An-
drew Hartstein, Graham Atherton, Sam 
Goldman, Nicholas Greene and Barry 
Teich. 
 The band boasts a newly 
formed jazz club this year, the mem-
bers of which will study and perform 
swing, blues, funk, modern and classic 
jazz works. The group will be lead by 
assistant band director Bettyjeane Wis-
chmeier and will meet Tuesdays and 
Thursdays after school.

To read more, go on bcomber.org

By Nicky Albaugh
Sports Editor
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Football Team’s Winning Season
By Jeffrey Murtaugh

Staff Writer

 The Beachwood football team 
defeated Gilmour in week one, 52-7. 
The most notable play of the game was 
a 74-yard touchdown pass from quar-
terback Alex Hohl to wide-receiver Ja-
cob Sabroff in the third quarter. Hohl 
threw a screen pass out to Sabroff on 
his right; Sabroff broke a tackle and 
out-sprinted the defense to the end 
zone.
 In week two, the Bison suf-
fered a heartbreaking loss to their rival, 
Orange, 28-17. However, there were 
some bright spots as Hohl threw touch-
downs of 22 and 48 yards to Sabroff. 
Kicker Dean Granot made his second 
field goal of the year. 
 Week three saw the Bison get 
back on track with a big win over War-
rensville Hts., 35-6. Hohl threw two 
touchdowns, one to senior wide-re-
ceiver Anthony Valentine and the other 
to senior tight end David Shapiro. Hohl 
also rushed for a touchdown. The bulk 
of the load, however, was carried by 
junior running back Corey Jones who 
rushed for two long touchdowns.
 The Bison started Homecom-
ing with a bang in week four, domi-
nating Richmond Hts., 49-20. Hohl 
rushed for a 17-yard touchdown and 
on the next possession for the Spartans 
he forced a fumble, recovered it, and 
ran it in for another touchdown. Both 
running backs Ari and Howard Sobel 
rushed for touchdowns along with full 
back Brandon Rotsky, all before half-
time.
 Week five was the biggest 
win yet for the Bison as they rolled to 
a 19-0 win over Independence on the 
Blue Devils home turf. Ari Sobel was 
able to move the ball all day long as 

he finished with 198 yards rushing and 
two touchdowns. He rushed 11 yards 
on a pitch to the end zone and dove 
into the corner of the end zone on an 
18-yard counter play to seal the victory 
for the Bison.
 In spite of the win, Sept. 30 
might be a night the Beachwood foot-
ball team wants to forget. The Bison 
defeated the Black Knights 43-6 in 
Newbury under some of the worst con-
ditions in which it is possible to play 
a football game. With hard, driving 
rain and constantly blowing wind, not 
to mention a field that was so muddy 
it looked as though it were under con-
struction, it was hard to keep warm let 
alone move the football.
 October 6, the Beachwood 
Bison football team once again tri-
umphed in the face of adversity. Play-
ing on Thursday the Bison were able 
to win 41-13 at home against visiting 
Berkshire, despite the absence of run-
ning back Ari Sobel who was injured 
earlier in the week during practice.
 Week seven, the Bison lost to 
Kirtland, 33-0.
 The remaining games for the 
Bison are at at Cuyahoga Hts. October 
21 and home against West Geauga Oc-
tober 29.

Photos by Ena Jones.

 Late September is the time 
when most golfers put their bags in the 
back of their garage until spring. But 
this was not the case for our bison golf 
team, who yet again made a deep run in 
the playoffs.
 Coach Will Cumpstone hoped 
to accomplish two goals for a success-
ful year: “to promote team chemistry 

and to get to districts.” He wrote in an 
email, “The team competed with the 
best in a great golf league (the CVC) 
and finished 3rd in the toughest sec-
tional in Ohio.” (Two teams advanced 
to the state championship and the bison 
golf team was right on the bubble.)
 After almost making it to the 
state tournament from sectionals, the 
bison team prepared for the district 
tournament. Unfortunately, they did 
not advance, but of the 64 division two 

teams in the northeast Ohio district, the 
bison finished in 10th place.
 When talking about his star 
players, Cumpstone added, “What has 
been nice is that all of our top five golf-
ers have contributed. Led by sopho-
mores Brett Dubin (who has been 
number one all year) and Elliott Small, 
the bison pushed through sectionals 
and into the districts for the 8th time 
in 16 years. Senior co-captain Santipab 
Sirisakkamol, junior co-captain Jon 

Tramer and sophomore Josh Blaustein 
(district qualifier last year), the bison 
not only qualified as a team but made a 
statement for years to come.”
 There is only success to come 
for this young team. Although the team 
will lose Sirisakkamol, there are many 
players ready to step up. Look for the 
bison golf team to make another deep 
playoff run next year.

Golf Team ‘Putts’ Another Record in the Books at Playoffs
By Nicky Albaugh
Staff Writer

Ryan Williams
(Head Coach)

“The offensive line is [doing] a great 
job opening up holes for the running 
backs.” 

“Ari Sobel and Corey Jones [who] 
both have over 300 yards rushing.” 

“Quarterback Alex Hohl is throwing 
at 66% [completion rate], which is a 
great percentage for a High School 
quarterback.”

“The [defensive] line is playing real 
well and the “seniors are doing a 
great job contributing to the Bison’s 
success this season.”

Alex Hohl 
(Quarterback)

“The Bison have been able to “ex-
ecute [their] game plan each week 
and they have been “play[ing] smart 
and loose.” 

“The seniors have been working four 
years for this [season], and to reach 
[their] goals, [they] have to work 
hard, week in and week out.”

“Everyone on the team has one goal, 
making it to the playoffs and winning 
the CVC.”

David Shapiro 
(Linebacker)

“The coaches work long hours into 
the night, making sure that the team 
will be well prepared for their next 
opponent.” 

“The coaching staff as a whole 
is great this year, and that no one 
couldn’t ask for a better coaching 
staff.” 

“It has been critical that the team 
has not been worry[ing] about the 
field conditions, and the Bison have 
certainly played on some bad fields 
this year.”

What’s the secret to success 
this year?

 Friday, Oct. 14, the Volleyball 
team held their senior night, an emo-
tional evening as they neared the end 
of their first season with new coach 
Doug Mekinda. Seniors were honored 
with a roses and speeches delivered by 
junior players.
 One of the highlights of the 
season was Oct. 5, when the team held 
Volley for the Cure, a fundraiser game 
against Richmond Heights to raise 
money to cure breast cancer.  
 Junior Sammie Jacobs said, 
“Volley for the Cure was [held] to raise 
money for breast cancer by selling t-
shirts, water bottles, sweatshirts, wrist-
bands, and having a bake-sale.” All of 
the players on both teams wore Volley 
for the Cure jerseys.
 Jacobs also said, “I definitely 

thought that this was successful. The 
stands were full; people from both our 
school and Richmond Heights bought 
t-shirts. We raised a few hundred dol-
lars by selling shirts and through the 
bake sale.”
 “We are all affected in some 
way by cancer—either we know some-
one who is going through it, or some of 
us may have been affected directly. It 
is always useful to help out the cause, 
since it touches so many people,” she 
continued.
 To improve the event in the 
future she said, “We should probably 
advertise more to get the word out. We 
sold t-shirts during the lunch periods 
the week leading up to the event. If 
we had “color days” leading up to the 
event, where everyone wore pink, for 
example, this would definitely make 
people more aware of the event.” 
 Although Volley for the Cure 

was success-
ful, the team 
faced chal-
lenges. The 
season may 
not have been 
a winning one, 
but Coach Me-
kinda puts it 
into perspec-
tive. “Just get-
ting to know 
the players 
[has been my 
goal] and to make them believe in 
themselves.” 
 Senior Ena Jones said, “I like 
the new coach because of his intensity, 
which makes a better team.”
But the players are not satisfied with 
their record this year. Senior Traci Mil-
liner said, “[our] abilities are not re-
flected by our record.”

 The volleyball team has prac-
tice every day except for games days 
and weekends. Coach Mekinda ex-
plained that they do a full two hours of 
conditioning, drills, and improvement 
on mistakes from previous games.

Volleyball Team Serves Up a Positive Attitude this Fall Season
By Anthony Kwon
Staff Writer

Logan Jones jumps to defend the ball. Photo by Craig Alexander.



If you had a chance to go back in 
time for 24 hours, where would 

you go and why? 
1964 to go to a Beatles concert!

If you had to listen to one song 
on repeat for a year what would 

it be? 
Colours by Grouplove 

Using no more than 10 nouns, 
and ONLY nouns,describe

 yourself
gleek, film maker, California flag, 
polaroid camera, graphic tee-shirt

GLEE is……(Fill in the blank).
THE BEST SHOW ON THE 

PLANET!!!!!!!!!

Which teacher do you identify-
best with? 

Mrs. Piper

If you had a chance to go back in 
time for 24 hours, where would 
you go and why? 
I want to go back to the 
begining of the world so I can 
figure out what actually went 
down, so people would shut up.

If you had to listen to one 
song on repeat for a year 
what would it be?
“You know that I’m no 
good” by Amy Winehouse

Which teacher do you 
identify best with?
Ms. Peoples’ because 
I’m often
misunderstood.

Using no more than 
10 nouns, and ONLY 
nouns, describe
yourself.
Pants, Shirt, Camera, Rootbeer, 
Sour Patch Watermelon, Shoes, 
Boots, Herdle, floor, piano.

Profiles 12theBeachcomber
Have you ever wanted to find out more about your classmates? This section features students from each grade, so you can learn about everything

from their favorite midnight snack to their dating preferences. Please email The Beachcomber on FirstClass if you would like to be featured.
Photos by Craig Alexander & Courtney Fishman

Jori Holloway Marc Blackwell
Varun Jambunath Maria Alvarez
If you had a chance to go back in 
time for 24 hours, where would you 
go and why?
I would chill with Abroham Lincoln 
cause he has a cool hat.

Which teacher do you identify best 
with? 
John Perse. He once strangled an 
elephant with his bare hands.

GLEE is……(Fill in the blank).
Cruel and unusual punishment

Who do you think is Benny the 
Bison?
Peter Harvan

You have 20 seconds to capture 
someone’s attentionwhat do you 
do? 
slap them with a trout

What age would you be if you  
didn’t know how old you 

currently are?
I would probably be 5, I am so 

crazy and hyper and laugh a lot 
about every thing even if it is not 

funny. I act like I am in 
kindergar  ten even though I am 

17!

 If you had a chance to go back 
in time for 24 hours, where 

would you go and why?
I would go back to 1910 and be 

friends with CoCo Chanel! She is 
my fashion icon.

You have 20 seconds to capture 
someone’s attention, what do you 

do? 
 I would scream FIRE 10 times in a 

loud very obnoxious voice. 

Using no more than 10 nouns, 
and ONLY nouns, describe 

yourself.
Fashion, Curly hair, Hyper, 

Europe, Post- its, Cellist, Shop-
ping, Vegetarian, Brownie, October 

4th 1994!


