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Constructing Change, BHS Norms Shovelled Aside
By Courtney Fishman
Editor-in-Chief
 As BHS students kick off the 2011-
2012 school year, they will be forced to 
adjust to learning in a facility that is a 
work in progress.  
 With the renovation project in full 
swing, some routines will be altered 
to accommodate the ongoing construc-
tion. 
 But what exactly will be different?
 The number one adjustment will be 
the use of a tunnel connecting students 
from the north gym to the 100/200 
hallway. According to BHS Principal 
Robert Hardis, the corridor that used to 
lead students to the English hallway has 
completely vanished. 
 “We have to redirect students in or-
der to get into the 100/200 hall,” said 
Hardis. “Students will pass through the 
north gym as if it were a hallway, make 
a sharp 90° left turn and it’s basically a 
straight shot to the 100/200 hallway.” 
 A new entrance was made in the 
center of the hallway where students 
will end up after taking this “tunnel.” 
However, this structure has yet to be 
completed. Over the next few weeks, 
students must walk outside to get to 
their English, history and foreign lan-
guage classes and by late September the 
structure will be in place.
 Homecoming will still take place in 

 “The reason for choosing 503 is 
because Mr. Alexander’s computer lab 
also jumped across the hall into 502,” 
explained Hardis. “For wiring and other 
purposes it made sense to keep the labs 
in close proximity to one another.”
 While putting the labs next to each 
other logistically makes sense, placing 
the music electives in the auditorium 
may upset some students. The fall play 
and spring musical will be performed 
at the middle school instead of the high 
school because the instruments and 
risers from the music electives would 
make it difficult to build a set around. 
Furthermore, the drama club will not be 
able to perform a fall or spring preview 
the Wednesday before the production 
opens, and will thus have to record clips 

the north gym yet some homecoming 
rituals will be broken. As a result of the 
remodeling, the Friday night parade 
and bonfire have been cancelled. With 
hazardous materials surrounding the 
high school it has been deemed unsafe 
for these events to occur.
 On Monday Aug. 22nd, and Tues-
day Aug. 23rd, the basement will have 
its second installment of asbestos 
abatement and following this removal 
the basement will be reconstructed into 
a mechanical room. This process will 
displace the choir, band orchestra and 
the engineering and drawing classes. 
The music electives will be relocated 
to the auditorium, and engineering and 
drawing will be in room 503, formerly 
math teacher Terri Kraus’s room.

to show at an assembly. 
 “Having our high school productions 
at BMS is definitely going to be a chal-
lenge,” said drama club adviser Sheila 
Heyman. “One big challenge will be the 
smaller space, this means that our set 
will be smaller and because of this, my 
choices of shows, unfortunately, will be 
mainly governed with the idea of lim-
ited space. Another challenge will be 
that the drama club will have to coordi-
nate our production schedules with the 
Beachwood Recreation Department.” 
 The location for white & gold is cur-
rently undecided; however, the middle 
school is reserved in case the music 
electives hinder the tradition of white & 
gold being held at BHS.
 The sound of hammers may be new 
for BHS students, but the emphasis on 
safety remains the same. 
 “The biggest obstacle that we al-
ways face is student safety, explained 
Turner Construction Site Safety Coor-
dinator Anthony Mirando.  “We have to 
make sure students take our construc-
tion and warning signs seriously, so that 
they don’t get hurt and that they don’t 
ruin the project”
 “It’s really important that students 
notice what’s going on around them and 
stay safe,” said Hardis. “We will come 
down like a ton of bricks on kids who 
are purposely making unsafe choices.”  

The Hidden Costs of Extracurricular Activites
By Arielle  Cohen
Arts & Entertainment Editor

 It’s the beginning of the new school 
year, and that means the annual activity 
fair is approaching. It’s that time when 
students sign up for every club that of-
fers free food, promise to attend meet-
ings and make plans to get involved.
 Sure, a lot of it is free or fairly in-
expensive for students, but somebody’s 
paying for those activities. Every activ-
ity costs the school district money. 
 That’s because every club, activ-
ity and team must have some sort of 
adviser. According to Principal Robert 
Hardis, advisers receive contracts based 
on the number of years they have spent 
advising a particular activity and the in-
tensity of advising that activity. When 
determining how much each adviser is 

year, that figure was $4,336.00.   
An adviser with a contract specifying 

paid, there is a specific figure used as a 
base point. For the 2010-2011 school 

1.0 would get paid 100% of that num-
ber. However, the amount he or she gets 
paid increases each year. For example, 
an adviser might get paid 30% of that 
amount the first year he or she worked 
with a club, 40% the next year, 45% the 
year after and capping the fourth year at 
50%. These charts give the percent of 
the base salary that a first-year adviser 
receives for a particular activity.
 Additionally, many activities are 
costly. Some charts detail the annual 
expenses allotted at the beginning of 
the year for the club to spend. This data 
is for the 2010-2011 school year. Oth-
er clubs have nominal spending needs 
provided by the school, and as a result 
don’t have a set budget. 

The chart above breaks down the allocated budgets for Oculus, Beachcomber and 
Introspect in the 2011-2012 school year. Graphics by Arielle Cohen

For more information on 
Extracurricular funding see p.2
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Welcome back, BHS. Good luck in the 2011-2012 school year!

Construction crew members bulldoze what remains of the corridor leading to the 
100/200 hallway. Photo by Arielle Cohen
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The Beachcomber, through its editorial pages, provides an open forum for student expression. This newspaper is dedi-
cated to affording an opportunity to all BHS students to express their opinions on these pages. All unsigned editorials 
appearing in The Beachcomber represent the opinions of the editorial board. They do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the student body, the staff or the administration of Beachwood High School. The Beachcomber welcomes all letters to 
the editor, whether critical, complimentary or informative. They must be signed, although names will be withheld upon 
request in cases that may be awkward or embarrassing to the writer. Letters should be addressed to The Beachcomber, 
25100 Fairmount Blvd., Beachwood, OH, 44122, or delivered to the editors or a secretary in the main office, atten-
tion Courtney Fishman. To contact Beachcomber adviser Josh Davis, please email him at jmd@beachwoodschools.org 
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Opinion
By Max Bleich
Online Editor in Chief

The Death of Borders Doesn’t Spell the Death of Books 
 I read very often.
 I am not a book hater, I am not illit-
erate and I don’t think the book indus-
try will ever die. 
 Sure, we’ve all seen a complete dis-
appearance of bookstores in our neigh-
borhood. The closing of Borders and 
Joseph Beth’s is a sad event. Reading 
is a pastime that gives us purpose. We 
read because we want to learn, we want 
to live, we want to love. We want to en-
joy life through the eyes of others. We 
want to relate to other people and enjoy 
their stories. 
 Books can never die. But that 
doesn’t mean they can’t change. Books 
have been the same way for so long 
for a big reason- it’s a technology that 
works. They quickly and easily man-
age to disappear and allow the reader 
to experience the world as created by 
the author. There really hasn’t been a 
sensible replace¬ment for books until 
now. 
 The only major change in how we 
read texts occurred in the transition to 
paper. Originally, books were made of 
silk spun from silkworms--meaning 
that very few could afford them—and 
literacy was rare. However, the shift 
made texts dirt cheap to own, easier 

ple files that are easy to edit, import, 
export and share- as they’re very small 
in size. The device is thin and light for 
easy reading and transportation. Most 
ereaders are the same size, if not small-
er and lighter, than most paperbacks. 
Additionally, all good eBook readers 
use a technology called eink- which is 
just as clear and clean as paper, even in 

to read and collect, and nicer to trans-
port. 
 But after all these years, who’s to 
dictate that change in itself is so bad? 
 Books use up paper, costing large 
amounts of energy and money to 
make. They take up space in your 
home, requiring expensive book-
shelves. In contrast, eBooks are sim-

direct sunlight. 
 In the end, you pay more for stand-
alone paper books than you do for
 eBooks. The Amazon Kindle costs 
only $114 for the ad-supported model, 
which displays ads on the home screen 
and as a screensaver-never getting in 
your way during reading. Though you 
can buy an ad-free version, the occa-
sional ads actually get you deals on the 
Amazon store, an advantage for you. It 
also supports PDFs and documents, al-
lowing you to read your important files 
on the go with the click of a button. If 
you want Internet access everywhere, 
it only costs $139 for the ad-supported 
model. 
 So is the book dying? Not at all. The 
book is simply changing form and be-
coming something better and easier to 
use and own. Books are simply a ves-
sel to allow the words of the author to 
thrive. Why not make it easier to do so? 
 What’s so great about carrying 
around large, clunky books and having 
the magical ability to physically turn a 
page? Do people use it as a workout, or 
is it some strange nostalgic feeling that 
makes people feel better about read-
ing? Whatever it is, it’s time for Guten-
bergians to stop making up excuses and 
take a little time to look at the eBook. 
You won’t be disappointed.

“The book is 
simply chang-
ing form and 

becoming some-
thing better and 

easier to use 
and own.“

JCWA
Adviser: .70

Assistant: .25

Club
 Spending: $15,000

Travel expenses for 3 
tournaments

Students must pay for 
lodging/meals.regis-

tration fees

Unspent funds do not 
carry over

Debate
Adviser: .70

 Spending: $20,000

$15,000 for  travel 
expenses of 3 
tournaments 

$5,000  for travel ex-
penses of tournaments 
students earn bids to 

attend

Students must pay for 
lodging/meals.registra-

tion fees
Unspent  funds do not 

carry over

Academic Challenge
Adviser: .30

 Spending: $5,000

to be used  for travel 
expenses of 

tournaments team 
earn bids to attend

Students must pay for 
lodging/meals.

registration fees

Unspent  funds do not 
carry over

Science Olympiad
Adviser: .30

 Spending: $3,000

to be used  for travel 
expenses of 

tournaments team 
earn bids to attend

Students must pay for 
meals.

Unspent  funds do not 
carry over

Robotics
Adviser: .60

Assitant: .25

 Spending: $3,000

Offers half of compe-
titions registration fee

Unspent  funds WILL 
carry over for 

materials or other 
expenses associated 
with the building of 

the robot

NHS

Adviser: .30

Club Spending $600

The Hidden Costs of Extracurricular Activites Continued
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Q & A With 
Ryan PetersBy Nicky Albaugh

Sports Editor

 In mid-August, the football team 
was hard at work studying film between 
rounds of practice and lifting. They cri-
tiqued their own performance, prepar-
ing mentally as well as physically. The 
excitement of a new season could be 
heard as the team piled from their film 
session to the weight room. 
 Most of this year’s players are re-
turning from last year. Many are return-
ing for their fourth year in the program. 
Head Coach Ryan Williams is excited 
about the new season. “We’re prepared 
to beat the good teams in the confer-
ence this year, preparing to be the team 
to beat,” said Williams. 
 The football team boasts returning 
senior starters Alex Hohl, Max Schoen, 
Ari Sobel, Joon Kim, Howie Sobel, Ja-
cob Sabroff, Anthony Valentine, Eric 
Walker, David Shapiro, Chris Lardie 
and new student Kemond Leggins. Wil-
liams believes that these upperclassmen 
have shown leadership that will lead to 
success this season.
 Incoming quarterback coach Jack 
Rotsky feels that the talent this year 
is deeper than it has been in the past. 
Coach Rotsky has been working with 
quarterback Alex Hohl starting back in 
the offseason. Rotsky said, “Alex [has] 
become faster and quicker, along with 
getting a great grasp of the offense,” 
which adds to further promise for the 
team. 
 Other changes include the decision 

to kick off the season, Noah Mitchell 
believes “the hard work put in over the 
offseason will lead to a good season.” 
 With a promising, veteran football 
team in sync, this school is looking 
forward to four straight Saturday home 
games to kick off the season. The first 
game is against the Gilmour Lancers on 
Saturday, Aug. 27th.

to switch from a 5-2 defense to a 4-4 
defense and a more two dimensional 
offense. Coach Williams also present-
ed his list of breakout underclassmen, 
including: Corey Jones, Mike Fields, 
Brandon Rotsky, Jordan Lane, Julio 
Stevens, Darrell Sullins, Josh Goode, 
Rob Goldberg, Todd Goldberg, and 
Noah Mitchell. 
 Like most players who are excited 

Who are some of the new coaches who 
we will be seeing around the locker 
room this far?
Head volleyball coach Doug McKinda, 
and all the new volleyball staff. We lost 
Laura Healie last year. Doug is a former 
college coach, and formerly coached here 
then went to Mentor. Football has a cou-
ple new assistants, including Jack Rotsky 
brought up from the Middle School to 
serve as a quarterback coach. In soccer we 
have Mike Hertz, a former professional. 
Who would you say is Beachwood’s big-
gest rival in the Chagrin Valley Confer-
ence and why?
I personally believe is Cuyahoga Heights 
because they’re good in every sport and we 
don’t beat them enough. We should really 
go after them. They’re a smaller school, 
but they have tougher kids. Recently I 
would say Orange and Richmond Heights. 
More Orange because we are so similar in 
many ways and we are so close by.
What big changes can we look for in 
Beachwood Athletics this year?
A lot more professional development in the 
coaching staff, I want the coaches pushing 
our kids harder, physically and mentally. I 
have told the coaches to make it tougher; 
we are high school varsity teams looking 
to compete. Also we have had the coaches 
make the kids set goals. Also more profes-
sional developments. Tonight the board is 
voting on the new girl’s basketball coach. 
In my third year, my mission is to be fo-
cused and be driven to be the best. 

By Nicky Albaugh
Sports Editor

Experience & Optimism For Beachwood FB
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The Ten Commandments of Freshman Year
Attention incoming freshmen. If you are lying awake at night worrying about what to expect in your
 first year of high school, take these commandments  to heart and your freshman year will be a breeze.

Sports

1.Thou shalt not worry about having special class-
es or lunch without your bffs. There will always be 
someone to sit with and people to meet.

2.Thou shall carry your schedule with you for the 
first few days until it is committed to memory due 
to the possibility of getting lost. And if you find 
yourself lost, always feel free to ask someone for 
assistance.

3.Thou shalt not be tardy to school. Teachers take 
attendance very seriously, and missing the begin-
ning of class could put you at a disadvantage.

4.Thou shall join clubs and sports teams. Don’t be 
intimidated. It is a great way to meet new people 
(not to mention it looks great on your applications)

5.Thou shall not procrastinate on projects and 
assignments. Teachers are notorious for piling on 
assignments when you least expect it.

6.Thou shall make an effort not to be absent on 
“days prior to a big test. These days are usually de-
voted to reviewing the topics on the upcoming test.

7.Thou shall attend academy periods if help is 
needed. Don’t be intimidated by the one-on-one 
time with the teachers.  They are more than happy 
to assist you and sometimes let you in on the inside 
scoop of an upcoming test.

8.Thou shall frequently check eSIS, FirstClass, 
and Blackboard for messages from teachers about 
study guides for upcoming tests, changed due 
dates, etc… Frequently checking your grades also 
keeps you motivated to keep them up.

9.Thou shall take one “fun” elective per semester 
to look forward to during a long day of classes.

10.Thou shall attempt to attend most school 
events because it is a great way to meet new people 
and get involved in the Beachwood spirit.

By Emily Friedman       
Staff writer  

 

 Dust coats the railing of the stairs, the floor and 
the walls. Rubble piles up inside and outside of our 
once solid school. We imagine that this week students 
will struggle through an obstacle course to get to class 
within the now archaic constraints of the five-minute 
passing time. 
 The community has passed the levy; construction 
has begun. How much will current students have to 
sacrifice for the sake of the future?
 In the week before school, construction crew 
members fill the hallways. Instead of the bell, we hear 
the chimes of machines in reverse. The noise isn’t go-
ing away because school is starting. Will students ad-
just to the sounds of destruction and creation, or will 
we struggle to pay attention in class, take tests and 
have Socratic seminars? 
 That’s considering students can even make it to 
class on time. As the school building is being trans-
formed, it will be harder for students to get around. 
We can only suggest that if the time to get to classes 
does not change, the teachers will be realistically flex-
ible, taking into consideration the bottleneck effect as 
well as the possibility of accidental or inconsiderate 
obstructions in the tunnel. 
 Aside from physical ramifications, in the process 
of change, rituals and traditions are often lost in the 
dust. It’s sad enough that current juniors and seniors 
will only have memories of these traditions such as 
white and the gold at the high school, fall previews 
during advisory, and the homecoming parade and 
bonfire; it makes us question whether the upcoming 
classes will re-instate what has defined Beachwood 
for the past several generations. 
 By constructing a new school building, we must 
realize that inevitably we will be constructing a cul-
turally different school as well. It must be overwhelm-
ing for freshman; it’s not just a new school for them, 
but a new environment for those who are supposed to 
lead them.

The Hidden Costs of Extracurricular Activites Continued Each issue, the editorial staff comes to a consensus 
on an issue important to our school community.

A New School Building, A New Culture

The Varsity Football Team works up a sweat at summer practice. Photos by Anne Hohl
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Sheila Baldessari
     Works at Beachwood High School    Mar-
ried to Keith    Hometown Hudson, OH.  
Born on December 10

Education and Work

High School Hudson High School

Friends (325)

Activities and Interests

Teaching

College Denison University

Style

Homework 
views

Interested in 
studnts 
who

I try to present every concept 
multiple ways.
No new assignments on the 
weekends. Students have more 
than 1 night to complete HW. 
are hard working, disciplined 
and dedicated

Activities

Traveling Sailing Skiing

Hofstra University

Cleveland State
University

Michael Lerner
     Works at Beachwood High School    
Knows English, Sarcasm, Restaurant Polish   
Hometown St. Petersburg, FL.  Born in 1973

Education and Work

High School St. Petersburg H.S

Friends (318)

Activities and Interests

Teaching

College Yale University

Style

Homework 
views

Interested in 
students who 

Anthropomorphism, goofiness, 
nerdiness, making kids do work

Homework is awesome when 
students do it independently, or 
when consulting with others, but 
not when copying off of other 
people.

are nerdy about something—I don’t 
care what—but to me, if they’re 
nerdy, I’m interested in them

Books

How Buildings Grow Metaphors We Live By

Harvard University

Heather Grano
     Works at Beachwood High School    Mar-
ried to David Grano    Hometown Chagrin 
Falls, OH.  Born on December 14

Education and Work

Arts and Entertainment

High School Chagrin Falls H.S.

Friends (213)

Favorite Quote

Teaching

College R.I School of Design

Music

Reggae Classical Jazz

Style

Homework 
views

Interested in 
students who 

Share my joy and passion for 
art with students

Use your class time and work 
on your sketchbook drawings

are hard working, disciplined 
and dedicated

Ms. Kiner

Mr. Burwell

“Genius is 1% inspiration, 99 % 
perspiration.”-Albert Einstein

Mr. A

Mrs. Piper

Mrs. Dudley

Mr. Majercak

Meredith Moore
     Works at Beachwood High School    
Knows English   Hometown Akron, OH.  
Born on A snow storm in April

Education and Work

High School Revere High School

Friends (224)

Teaching

College Denison University

Activities and Interests

Activites

Pilates

Style

Favorite 
Book to tell 
students to 
read

Interested in 
students who 

Strict, but caring

Uncle Tom’s Cabin, by Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, Poisonwood 
Bible, by Barbara Kingsolver

Come to class every day ready 
to learn/work hard

Mrs. Flaherty

   Mr. LeDonne

City University of 
New York

Reading Physics

Subjects(2)
Biology
Chemistry

Subjects (2)
Ceramics
Art

Subjects (3)
CPE
Hon. Physics
AP Physics C

Subjects (3)
Hon. Robotics
AP Physics B
Physics

Here’s the inside scoop to the new teachers joining BHS this fall. Photos by Arielle Cohen & Doug Levin. Interviews by Jeffrey Zuckerman. 
Not Pictured: Nina Falkenstein, intervention specialist and Barbara Petrie, Excel Tecc hospitality teacher


