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Twitter Fiasco Put to an End

 For those of you who have had 
Peter Harvan as an English teacher, 
you most likely understand his sense 
of “old-fashioned” values. His grad-
ed papers smell of burning wood 
from his fireplace heating system in 
front of which he works in the dim 
light of the crackling flames. The 
question arises: how does he live 
such a Thoreau-esque lifestyle and 
simultaneously display such techni-
cal savvy with his mastery of Pow-
erPoint? He claims he doesn’t even 
have a cell phone, but it seems to be 
just plain contradictory. After much 
searching, I made a shocking and 
satisfying discovery: Harvan’s se-
cret twitter account.
 I lay under the radar for the past 
few months, following his quarter-
hourly tweets and furrowing my 

for sparking Harvan’s Twitter fixa-
tion, but soon Harvan began to take 
it too far.
 PeetHarv- I sooo want to flunk 
Justin out of my class and dump him 
on @MessMatthews
 At this point, the bugs I planted 
in the English Office aided me in 
hearing the mutinous conversa-
tions of the English Department. 
PeetHarv became a menace to other 
teachers, through his rude, hurtful, 
and overall pointless remarks. His 
wrath infiltrated other departments, 
and Twitter warfare resulted.
 BabyFaceChase- @BobHard is 
crying in the girls’ bathroom. Stop 
criticizing his ties @PeetHarv.
 MessMatthews- @PeetHarv I am 
not related to General Custer STOP 
IT!
 The only teacher who did not 

brow in fascination. Perhaps it was 
his withdrawal from the temptations 
of our technological age that made 
him crack. Whatever the case, since 
he created “PeetHarv” on Feb. 24th 
of the previous year, a muddle of 
tasteless and trivial comments filled 
his time and that of other BHS fac-
ulty.
 Harvan’s first-ever tweet reads, 
“Lol Jake Barnes.” It was “favor-
ited” by “OhGoshItsJosh Davis,” 
who later tweeted “@PeetHarv, I 
see you have joined the ranks.” The 
conversation went as follows:
 @OhGoshItsJosh Davis be qui-
et
 @PeetHarv lawl ok soddy one. 
Why don’t you get a cell phone
 @OhGoshItsJosh Davis, This is 
so sooooo cool.
 Davis can be held responsible 

seem to mind Harvan’s Twitter ti-
rade was Luzar, who even found hu-
mor in the nasty comments. His dry 
laugh could be heard through the 
one hundred hall. At one point, it is 
believed that Luzar hacked Harvan’s 
Twitter account when he left it open, 
crafting tweets such as:
 @OhGoshItsJosh Davis stop eat-
ing crack LMAO.
 Luzar and Harvan are currently 
on rocky terms due to this inci-
dent, however since then PeetHarv 
has not been on such an offensive 
Twitter rampage. All involved have 
noted the dangers of giving a primi-
tive English teacher the power of 
technology. Harvan must be kept on 
a leash. Joel Freimark has currently 
upped the security on the iBoss web 
filter in order to enforce Harvan’s 
Twitter restriction.

Staff Writer
By @GucciGugick
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Teachers Convinced Senate Bill 5 “Not So Bad”

selves, it’s important to give back. 
I’m starting a charity to contribute 
to Wall Street executives whose bo-
nuses have been reduced in the last 
few years.”
 With their new opinion of Sen-
ate Bill 5, the teachers and staff of 
Beachwood School District went 
to another School Board meet-
ing.  At the Feb. board meeting, the 
teachers protested the bill. How-
ever, at the last board meeting, the 

 After a very intense meeting with 
the School Board, the teachers of 
BHS have come to a unanimous de-
cision: Senate Bill 5 is not that bad. 
In fact, many of them have begun to 
see some of the advantages to the 
bill.  
 The bill, which at publication is 
being debated in the Ohio legisla-
ture, would dismantle teachers’ col-
lective bargaining rights and force 
them to pay more money for health 
insurance.
 “Sure, I might have to go back 
to living with my mom,” said phys-
ics teacher Glenn Novotny, “but it’ll 
be like old times!  We’ll have slee-
povers!” 
 History teacher John Perse has 
also recognized the benefits to the 
bill. “When else would I have had 
a chance to use up all my food 
stamps?” said Perse.
 “I admit, we really are just glo-
rified babysitters,” said English 
Teacher Josh Davis, “Or at least I 
am…”
 Science teacher Rolf Peterson 
said, “Since we do so well for our-

teaching staff of Beachwood went 
before the board to extol the virtues 
of Senate Bill 5. 
 “I say we go for a Senate Bill 
6,” suggested one teacher, who was 
clearly confused. She was appar-
ently under the belief that they were 
fighting for a pay-raise. Where the 
logic can be found in that baffled the 
entire staff. Union President Evan 
Luzar had to leave the room and 
practice breathing exercises before 

he could calm down.
 Only one teacher is still opposed 
to Senate Bill 5.  “At this point, the 
Republicans have just gone too far, 
“ says politically outspoken science 
teacher Norm Althausen, “I mean, 
come on, enough is enough.”
 Students have been in agreement 
with the majority of teachers on the 
matter, and are encouraging teach-
ers to keep their relaxed perspective. 
sixth grader Delilah Johnson said, 
“My English teacher has a Wii…I 
mean for real, should that really be 
affordable on a teacher’s salary?”
 An anonymous spokesman for 
Governor John Kasich responded 
to our questions, “This bill is going 
to solve the budget crisis,” he said, 
“Where the school districts used to 
be stuck paying these tenured teach-
ers with Master’s degrees, now they 
can just be laid off without cause… 
Honestly, if you went to college, 
much less graduate school, you 
should be doing something more 
substantial with your life. Teaching 
children to read and write… nothing 
more useless than that.”

Teachers David Reiser, Karissa Piper, Michelle Toomey, and 
Sharon Weisman petition in favor of Senate Bill 5. Photo cour-

tesy of Joe Burwell, Photoshop by the BeAcHcOmBeR
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 Recently, BHS printers have de-
cided to launch a full-scale rebellion 
against staff and students as a result 
of being possessed by demons from 
Erebus. 
 Upon returning from his spring 
vacation, English teacher Peter 
Harvan simply desired to print out 
the Julius Caesar exam, which he 
had postponed till after break due 
to previous printing complications, 
when he found a strange message 
displayed on the printer’s screen. 
“Low ink” was flashed five times, 
until Harvan gave in to the printer’s 
demands, and installed two fresh ink 
cartridges. 
 Shortly after inserting the new 
ink, the printer flashed another, more 
disturbing message. “Out of paper” 
was then seen flashing on the dis-
play, but when Harvan looked into 
the paper slot, there was clearly a 
large amount of paper already inside 
the tray.
 “I was terrified,” said Harvan. “I 
have never before experienced such 
a strange phenomenon. Did I men-
tion that I haven’t been able to print 
with any regularity this year?” he 
said in a haunting voice.
 When questioned about the issue, 
tech guru Joel Freimark claimed, “I 

printer, he was told, “Be quiet and 
wait your turn.” She added, “Four 
to a table.” Abruptly, Harvan began 
welling up with tears, until he was 
unable to control his weeping and 
was asked to leave. “This is a library, 
not the lunchroom. I don’t need that 
kind of teenage drama here,” said 
Dudley. 
 Math teacher Arthur Gugick has 
other plans. “Instead of using faulty, 
demon-possessed school printers, 
I have built my own printer out of 
Lego bricks. It is a fully functional 
printer that I eventually plan to auc-
tion off to teachers for only $7500. 
It’s just too bad that science teacher 
Jamie Lader wasn’t smart enough 
to come up with an idea like this. 
Gugick-1, Lader-0” said Gugick on 
a poster that can be seen on every 

tried to reason with it, but it just 
played some awesome Slayer mu-
sic, and after having an interesting 
conversation with it and rocking out 
for a while, I allowed it to view my 
blog, which it really seemed to take 
an interest in. How could I ever re-
place such a thoughtful printer?” 
 Photography teacher Hank 
Schulte attributes the issue to 
what he calls “toner bunions on 
the loose.” When asked what that 
meant, Schulte told Beachcomber 
staff to get off their lazy doneys and 
look it up. “You can’t make chicken 
soup with chicken ka-ka” Schulte 
said, gasping through a haze of 
photo chemicals.
 When Harvan couldn’t take it 
anymore and begged Library Assis-
tant Paige Dudley to use the library 

door in the 600/700 hallway.  
 English teacher Josh Davis has 
resolved that we “sell La Croix to 
raise money for new, non-possessed 
printers. I know I’m not the only 
person who drinks them.” 
 BHS Principal Robert Hardis, 
however, has other plans. “We 
should not mistreat and label the 
printers. They have feelings too. As 
a community, we should make an at-
tempt to befriend the printers. Per-
haps then, we could work together 
in harmony” said Hardis.
 Hardis was later captured on 
Beachcomber microphones installed 
in the office saying to Assistant Pric-
ipal Paul Chase “Hopefully it will 
steer people away from discovering 
that in truth I mercilessly beat print-
ers when they are insolent.”
 Assistant Principal Paul Chase 
himself has taken matters into his 
own hands. “All printers in the 
school have been assigned to in-
school suspensions, and will be un-
dergoing a serious software-based 
behavioral course,” said Chase. 
 As for now, all school printers 
have effectively been replaced with 
Lego printers made by Gugick. The 
other, demon-possessed printers 
have been auctioned off to Orange 
City Schools. As for the Lions, lets 
just say they’ll be having one hell of 
a year. 

Staff Writer
By Naval Longbottom
Demonic Printers Invade BHS

News

By Casey Hardtail
Staff Writer

 Recently, Beachwood High 
School has banned yoga pants. The 
entire female teenage population is 
distraught.  One student decided to 
take the issue to the School Board.  
This is her speech as to why yoga 
pants should not be banned.
 Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
School Board:
 I am so salt.  This is like so ri-
diculous that yoga pants are being 
banned.  My girls and I, do we love 
them or do we love them?!  You 
guys have all these haters on you 
now for taking away the comfiest 
things ever.  Like, yoga pants are 
just so in and FF (fashion Forward).  
Nothing makes a day better than to-
tally waking up five minutes before 
school and being able to put on the 
hardtails, comfy Uggs, my so cool 
North Face, and just hittin’ up a tad 
of make up.
 School Board, you have to get rid 
of this policy.  It is just so ignorant.  
Yoga Pants are a dream.  
 As Taylor Smith stated, “Ban-
ning yoga pants is stupid AF.  I have 
to wear them at least twice a week or 
else I would die.”

     
“7am, waking up in the morn-
ing Gotta be fresh, gotta go 
downstairs.”
     Thanks to Rebecca Black’s, 
“Friday”, released March 14th 
to iTunes, the world has finally 
found a new music prodigy. 
     “The song just makes me 
want to party party party, be-
cause it’s Friday Friday Friday,” 
said Senior Emily Ganz.
     Not only has this song in-
fluenced the students of BHS; 
“Friday” has also become a 
major craze among the English 
department. 
     English Teacher Peter Harvan 
explained, “Rebecca Black’s 
lyrics are so motivational, that I 
have made a Power Point cen-
tered around her song “Friday.” 
I feel that Black is a role model 
for my students, if only they had 
her grammatical skills.”
     “Every Friday, I plan on play-
ing Black’s song to my students 
to invigorate them about the 
weekend. If you are surrounded 
by excellence then you will 
become excellent, which is why 

 Seriously guys, this would com-
pletely ruin all of BHS students’ 
wardrobes. OH WAIT! I just got a 
BBM.  It’s from like, my BFF who 
just went off asking me how the 
school board could commit such a 
crime against the female popula-
tion.  I told my daddy about this 
too, and he said he will work on it--
so be ready.
 And also, like the foldover in 
my yoga pants were so great when 
we all wanted to steal the silver-
ware from the cafeteria. Mr. Hardis 
said, “This is an issue on which the 
School Board will not bend.  Yoga 
Pants are dangerous to the student 
body. “
 I cannot believe the principal of 
our school would say such a thing.  
Yoga pants, dangerous?!  I am so 
saudy-faced right now.  This is the 
end to all ends.  Yoga pants have to 
be reinstated or else… or else I will 
quit school forever.

my students will truly excel,” ex-
plained English teacher Evan Luzar.
     Black has over 42,282,355 
views on YouTube, and. with all of 
the hype, some Beachwood stu-
dents have plans to sign with Ark 
Music Factory.
     Junior Eva Muschkin is so ex-
cited to have her first record deal. 
“My new single ‘Wednesday’ will 
be released on iTunes Wednesday, 
April 26.” She graciously sang a 
preview of the song for the Beach-
comber staff; here is an excerpt 
from her song.
   “Yesterday was Tuesday, today is 
Wednesday. We gets to sleep in, we 
gets to sleep in...”
     “My song is definitely bet-
ter then Rebecca Black’s; how-
ever, she is the reason I wrote my 
song ‘Wednesday’. ” explained 
Muschkin. Once I become a You-
Tube sensation, I hope that we will 
go on tour together. We could be a 
triple threat considering I want to 
work with Rebecca, and she wants 
to work with the Biebs.”
     “Bieber fever is so out,” ex-
claimed Marisa Simon. “I definitely 
have the “Black Plague”.

Image by Max Bleich.

Student Outrage over Banned Yoga Pants
By Betty White 

Staff Writer

Rebecca Black Inspires BHS Students
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Teacher Union Opposed to Senate Bill 5
 The Republican-led battle against 
public-sector unions has been in the 
national news lately, and is likely to 
affect teachers and administrators at 
BHS.
 Senate Bill 5, which at publica-
tion is being considered in the Ohio 
House of Representatives, promises 
to decrease the power of public em-
ployee unions by restricting their 
collective bargaining rights, chang-
ing the process by which disputes 
are resolved and banning the right to 
strike. Additionally, the bill would 
increase teachers’ health insurance 
contributions and replace current 
salary schedules with “merit pay.” 
 Science teacher Joe Burwell, a 
union officer, expressed what many 
teachers seem to feel about the bill, 
“I think we can agree that we face a 
new reality in terms of the financial 
picture for the state, municipalities 
and school districts. Public employ-
ee unions are not to blame for this 
crisis, but are being told to sacrifice 
gains made over the last three de-
cades.”
 Social Studies teacher Greg 
Deegan, another union officer, ex-
plained his view, “Kasich’s goal is 
to introduce market forces and more 
competition into public education.  
The problem is that while any pub-
lic institution can learn important 
lessons from the private world, the 
fundamental goal of public educa-
tion is not the same as that of private 
companies.”
 One of the things in the bill that 
teachers are wary of is that while 
the bill promises merit pay, it lacks 
details regarding how the State of 
Ohio—or school administrators--
would define a teacher’s merit.
 There are many possible ap-
proaches to defining a good teacher. 
One way to define merit, according 
to Superintendent Dr. Richard Mark-
wardt, would be through the “value 
added” system. If the state were to 

interpreted by the Ohio Dept. of Ed-
ucation and administration, which 
is why communication between our 
teachers and administration is going 
to be so important.”
 Markwardt agreed, “Commu-
nication between teachers and ad-
ministrators will be of the utmost 
importance.” He continued, “The 
administrators that are chosen to 
represent the Board of Education are 
appointed because they have a desire 
to benefit and manage the school.”
 Burwell agreed that collabora-
tion is important, but feels that SB5 
won’t help. “Weakening or elimi-
nating collective bargaining is not 
the answer to the budget problems 
that public employers face.  When 
union members sit across the table 
from management, we engage in 
a process that allows both sides to 
achieve a “win”.  
     While Governor Kasich’s budget 
makes cuts to school districts, SB5 
would save money for the district 
by requiring employees—including 
both teachers and administrators–to 
pay more for their health insurance.
 According to Mills, employees 
would pay 15% of their health care 

apply this system, “it would be a 
longitudinal measurement done 
over several years.”
 The value-added system could 
be one factor among many in de-
termining a teacher’s effectiveness, 
based on elementary school test 
scores. 
 So how would merit be defined 
for teachers who don’t teach a grade 
that is tested? What about subjects 
–like art, foreign language or mu-
sic- that aren’t subject to testing? 
Again, “value-added” would only 
be one approach. Other ways to de-
fine merit, according to Markwardt, 
would be a combination of many 
different factors. 
 While there are some criteria that 
can be used to assess teacher qual-
ity, many teachers are concerned 
that their “merit” will be tied to stu-
dents’ behavior or performance.
Markwardt acknowledged that 
some students do better than others. 
He said, “It’s important to consid-
er… how [students] came through 
the door.” 
 Principal Robert Hardis noted, 
“Because SB5 is so vague and is so 
general, it leaves many things to be 

premiums. This would increase the 
amount that district employees pay 
by 10%.  Based on current insur-
ance rates, Mills projects that the 
increased cost to district employees 
would be $1,919 per year for fam-
ily coverage and $760 per year for 
single coverage. Factoring in those 
increases for all employees, the dis-
trict would save $386,000 per year.
 Those who support SB5 believe 
that public-sector workers are stand-
ing in the way of public officials 
who are trying to cut costs and save 
taxpayer money.
  According to Superintendent 
Markwardt, unions have been 
known to defend the actions of their 
weakest teachers, wasting district re-
sources in the process, and requiring 
the district to spend time and energy 
to defend its actions related to those 
weak individuals.
 Burwell disagreed: “If there are 
weak or ineffective teachers on the 
staff, the responsibility for that rests 
with those that made the decision 
to hire and then renew their con-
tracts…. district administration and 
the School Board.”
 According to Deegan, “Teach-
ers’ unions help to uphold a mutu-
ally agreed upon contract.  Both the 
Board and the union sign off on a 
contract, and the union’s job is to 
make sure that the language and the 
spirit of that contract is followed.”
 The Beachcomber asked stu-
dents what they think about the idea 
of paying teachers based on merit. 
Freshman Dean Granot thinks it is a 
good idea because, “Some teachers 
teach more classes, and more diffi-
cult course with more students.”
 Senior Jordan Cohen disagreed: 
“I think merit is a poor way to judge 
teachers’ salary. I don’t think teach-
ers become teachers for the salary, 
they become teachers for the bene-
fits and Senate Bill 5 destroys those 
benefits and this bill does not pro-
duce better teachers.”

Staff Writer
By Anna Swanson
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BHS teachers appear at a rally in Columbus against SB5. From left: ASL teach-
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aid, science teacher Joe Burwell, and special ed teacher David Reiser. Photo 
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By Haley Marblestone

Green Dream Marketing Class Raises $60,000
  To the Excel TECH marketing 
students in Greg Perry’s class, be-
ing green means more than just re-
cycling your water bottle every day. 
This year, the students added a well-
ness component to their already-
thriving Green Dream eco-friendly 
showcase. They feel that being green 
is more of a lifestyle choice. It’s the 
idea of protecting our planet while 
protecting ourselves as well. That is 
why they opened the first GREEN-
Life Eco Gala to celebrate eco-food, 
eco-fitness, and eco-fashion. 
 Eight different “green” food compa-
nies – including our own Beachwood 
Bistro - catered the event to promote 
healthy, organic eating. Performance 
art, yoga and other fitness related 
events occurred including a dance 
by the marketing students dressed in 
green morph suits to show an active 
green lifestyle.  Also, models from 
an Eco Fashion Show by Virginia 
Marti College of Art & Design strut-
ted across the stage to show their 
way of promoting a green life.
 What exactly is the GREENLife 
eco gala? It is a fundraising benefit 
where green businesses have the op-
tion to buy tables to advertise their 

has high expectations for the future.
Perry said, “Since the class and 
company are student-based, they de-
cide what they want for the future of 
the Green Dream. Right now, many 
students are enrolling in the class 
because they believe in the Green 
Dream and want to continue to 
make it better.  2011 is an important 
year for the evolution of the Green 
Dream as we added the health and 
wellness component.”
 The lead sponsors of the Green 
Dream are Green Street Solution, 
University Hospitals Ahuja Medcial 
Center and The Cleveland Clinic, 
but how do high school students get 
these big sponsors?
 Perry noted, “The community 
is extra supportive because it is a 
student-run event. The students get 

businesses. The public can also buy 
a ticket to walk around and look at 
all of the different products. Per-
formances continue throughout the 
night to keep the event upbeat.  All 
proceeds benefit The Green Dream 
2011 and its green and wellness ini-
tiatives.  This year, the gala raised 
over $60,000 and 310 guests at-
tended.
 With this money, the students 
want to build an even greener class-
room than what is now, “The Green-
est Classroom in America.”  
 Senior and CEO Michael Bohm 
said, “In the new classroom we 
hope to add a big wellness factor 
while staying green. It would be re-
ally cool if we could have treadmills 
power parts of the classroom.”
 Marketing teacher Greg Perry 

sponsors through a lot of hard work. 
Students have to court the compa-
nies and develop long-term relation-
ships with them.  Usually they invite 
the company into the Green class-
room to see the students at work and 
the classroom itself.  Right now, we 
have 21 sponsors that have contrib-
uted between $750 - $6,500.”
 Another huge accomplishment 
for the class was having Sarah Back-
house, Discovery Planet Green Host, 
emcee the event.  She is the “model 
for green” in Hollywood, and she 
contributed high energy throughout 
the night.
 This marketing program has ex-
celled beyond anyone’s expecta-
tions.  Bohm exclaimed, “Marketing 
has done an unbelievable amount 
for me.  It has set me in the right 
path for my future, taught me a lot 
on how to work as a team, and also 
how to compose myself as a great 
business man.”
 More information about the 
Green Dream is available at www.
thegreendream.org and also, mark 
your calendar for the fourth annual 
event on April 15, 2011 - Ohio’s 
largest eco-friendly showcase pre-
sented by the Green Dream.

Staff Writer
By Max Bleich

 It’s another day in the cafeteria. 
After making your lunch selection, 
you sit down to eat. But then you re-
alize… There are only spoons. You 
think to yourself, “How am I going 
to eat salad with a spoon?”
 This scene was all too common in 
the BHS cafeteria this year, leaving 
students frustrated and angry, until 
the week before spring break. On 
Wednesday, March 23rd, Principal 
Robert Hardis made an announce-
ment that new forks would be avail-
able, and that anyone caught throw-
ing forks away would be punished.
 Hardis told the Beachcomber, 
“I believe that a few students-- ten 
to twenty of them--have purposely 
been throwing forks away, think-
ing it would make us switch back 
to plastic silverware.”  Hardis views 
this as “stealing money from the 
school by throwing the silverware 
into trash cans.” 
 One of the students responsi-
ble for bringing metal silverware 
to BHS was Scott Remer, head of 
the Ecology Club’s Project Green 
Awareness in Action (GAIA). Re-
mer wrote in an email, “The reason 
metal silverware was brought in was 
because of the unnecessary waste of 
resources that using plastic silver-
ware entailed. Every day, we went 
through hundreds of pairs of plastic 

cally made to wash our silverware 
to keep things as clean as possible.” 
The two rinse cycles themselves go 
well over one hundred and ninety 
degrees, and they’re so hot that they 
need a few minutes to cool off be-
fore being touched.
 Nonetheless, some students feel 
that the dishwashing machines do 
not adequately clean.  
 Sophomore Mercedes Hudson 

feels that the silverware and the 
trays are not as clean as they should 
be, and claims to have even found 
some rather disturbing “leftovers” 
on them. However, after investigat-
ing, the Beachcomber was unable 
to find anything worse than a water 
spot. 
 The BHS cafeteria is run by the 
food service AVI. AVI Director Kim 

forks, knives, and spoons - all of 
them headed to the landfill - for no 
apparent reason other than conve-
nience.” 
 Remer also wants students to 
consider the consequences of their 
actions. “Is it too much to ask to re-
turn your silverware after eating? … 
It just disturbs me that people can 
be so uncaring - remember that the 
school’s money is taxpayer money, 

and to waste it is unconscionable, 
particularly in these tough econom-
ic times,” wrote Remer. 
 But it is not like these forks were 
dirty or covered in used food par-
ticles. According to Hardis, “These 
forks go through an extensive rinse 
cycle, two in fact. Actually, when 
we switched to metal silverware, 
we also bought machines specifi-

Vestal reports having had students 
tell her employees that they wanted 
their plastic forks back. Only days 
later, forks and other silverware be-
gan to disappear. Along with these 
reports from students planning sil-
verware mutiny, Vestal also had a 
number of strange objects deliv-
ered to her; food trays being used as 
paint trays and spoons twisted and 
turned like a Gumby action figure.
 Although students have got-
ten over the lack of silverware this 
year, Hardis hasn’t. “If you pur-
posely throw out a fork in the trash 
can, you will not just have to fish it 
out- but you will also be assigned to 
in-school suspension,” he said. 
 A couple of weeks ago, sopho-
more Jared Williams was caught 
throwing away a tray right in front 
of Assistant Principal Paul Chase. 
He was later pulled aside by both 
Chase and Hardis. “I was just going 
to throw my food away when I ac-
cidentally dropped the tray into the 
garbage as well. I didn’t know what 
I was doing, and it was completely 
accidental,” exclaimed Jared. 
 So there you have it. Forks are 
returning and hopefully, with time, 
things at BHS will return to normal. 
Granted, students need to under-
stand the cost of their actions. The 
school has invested a lot of money 
into the metal silverware, as well as 
in the dishwashers.

Six Marketing Students dance at the GREENLife Eco Gala. Photo Cour-
tesy of The Green Dream

Staff Writer

Forks Dissapear From BHS Cafeteria, Students Suspected

“I believe that a few students-- ten 
to twenty of them--have purposely 

been throwing forks away, thinking it 
would make us switch back to plastic 
silverware. [They are] stealing mon-
ey from the school by throwing the 

silverware into trash cans.”
-Pricipal Robert Hardis

April Fools Beachcomber Final.indd   4 5/5/11   10:29:28 AM



won the tournament. The other members of the 
team were seniors Andrew Somogyi, Logan Weis-
berg, Zac Goldner, and juniors Alex Hohl, Ellis Co-
hen and Ryan Moss. Each team member received a 
t-shirt and a one year supply of Chick-fil-A sand-
wiches. 

Proceeds from the Ultimate Dodgeball Dare 
benefit the High School PTO. Davis explained, 
“This event raises money for the High School PTO, 
and what the High School PTO does is fund school 
programs, like afterprom for seniors. The PTO also 
helps support student groups and activities. And the 
PTO assists those hit hard economically who need 
help paying for student fees for school trips. In ad-
dition, the PTO gives a sizeable gift to the High 
School every other year. The gifts have included 
benches, artwork, and a television in the school 
lobby. The PTO tries to give gifts that are useful for 
the school and that benefit the students.” 

Darvin said that this year’s event raised $2,500 
for the High School PTO, about $1,500 more than 
last year’s tournament. Darvin continued, “We 
raised more this year, especially since there was a 
little more talk and buzz about the event than last 
year. Plus, we had more teams this year.” 

Davis added, “All of the money we raised came 
directly from registration fees for teams, admission 
fees from spectators, raffle tickets and food sales. 
This year’s event was a great success financially. 
Thank you to everyone who played and came to 
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Staff Writer
By Jeffrey Zuckerman
PTO Hosts Second Annual Ultimate Dodgeball Dare

Winning Dodgeball Team, the Toon Squad poses 
with Chik-fil-A mascot.

Photo by Jeffery Zuckerman

A huge snowstorm the day before could 
not keep faculty, students, and parents from 
attending the BHS PTO’s second annual Ul-
timate Dodgeball Dare on Saturday evening, 
March 12th. The BHS south gym was packed 
with fans who cheered for their favorite 
teams. 

Sixteen teams competed in the event, or-
ganized by Beachwood parents Dana Darvin 
and Evy Davis. The main sponsors of the 
event were the Beachwood Place Chick-fil-
A and the University Heights Ben & Jerry’s. 
Chick-fil-A and Ben & Jerry’s donated deco-
rations, food, t-shirts, and prizes. To add to 
the evening’s festivities, Chick-fil-A also 
brought three people dressed as cows. Other 
sponsors of the event were the Beachwood 
Athletic Boosters, the Mandel Jewish Com-
munity Center, Solon Freeway Lanes, the 
Legacy Village Giant Eagle, and Dick’s 
Sporting Goods. 

According to Darvin, ten of the sixteen 
dodgeball teams were student teams and six 
teams consisted of teachers and administra-
tors. Darvin added that one of the six “teach-
er” teams included Beachwood Board of 
Education member Mitchell Luxenberg and 
Superintendent Dr. Richard Markwardt. The 
student teams that participated were the Tune 
Squad, Ragin’ Cajuns, Pound Sign Believe, 
The Mook Squad, The Punishers, The Dev-
iled Eggs, The Other Guys, Jer-Echos, Team 
Romeo, and Balls Out. The teacher teams 
were the Bryden Busters, The Suits, No Child 
Left Standing, 7 Nation Army, Moving Tar-
gets, and Public Employees Giving Back.  

Watching the teams play, junior Lauren 
Lipsyc commented, “I think it’s really awe-
some that the whole Beachwood community 
gets involved and that all the Beachwood 
Schools, parents, teachers, and students can 
come together.” 

After several hours of competition, the 
Tune Squad, led by senior Nate Sheridan, 

watch.”
Darvin and Davis credit Chick-fil-A and Ben 

& Jerry’s for helping to make the event so suc-
cessful. Davis said, “They are great supporters 
of the Beachwood Schools.” 

Chick-fil-A donated 100 chicken sandwiches 
to be sold at the tournament, coupons for a free 
chicken sandwich for everybody at the event, 
prizes, t-shirts, and decorations. Tony Alexan-
der, Chick-fil-A Manager, commented, “Since 
Chick-fil-A and the Beachwood Schools are 
neighbors, we should work together. I realized 
that there’s more to life than just making and 
selling chicken sandwiches. I’m glad I made 
this decision because now at many Beachwood 
events, the first question everyone asks is ‘Will 
Chick-fil-A be there?’” Alexander continued, 
“I think this event is a great way to build the 
Beachwood community.”

Ben & Jerry’s donated ice cream bars to be 
sold at the event, gift certificates, t-shirts, and 
signs. Manager Jim Leiken said, “A large part 
of the mission of Ben & Jerry’s is the idea of 
charity, and this event is perfect to sell a large 
number of ice cream bars. I think that it’s a fun 
event.” 

Davis described how the Ultimate Dodgeball 
Dare began. “This event came to be about a year 
and a half ago. Dana and I were the High School 
PTO Presidents and we wanted to create a fund-
raiser that would bring in more money than 
some of the other ways schools raise money. We 
wanted to do something fun for the community, 
and something that high school students would 
enjoy attending. We wanted to make sure that 
there would always be enough money for the 
high school to continue with certain programs. 
We met with Principal Robert Hardis and As-
sistant Principal Paul Chase and told them we 
wanted to put on an event. They liked the idea.”

Darvin and Davis did all of the work organiz-
ing this year’s tournament. Davis commented, 
“In the future, we would love to have a student 
representative who could help get teams togeth-
er and coordinate the event.”

studied in high school as well as obscure topics such 
as linguistics, pop culture, archaeology, sports, etc. 
 Beachwood’s team covers every facet of the 
competition. Kaminski describes the starters: se-
nior Anand Rajan, the science wiz, Bream, the 
music and art aficionado, senior Alec Brown, the 
literature and pop culture king, and Remer, the cur-
rent events, geography, and history buff. Though he 
doesn’t compete, Kaminski is “really good at litera-
ture and history”; apparently, math questions don’t 
come up too often. 
 There is a lot of preparation that goes into Aca-
demic Challenge. According to Remer, the team 
members study large binders containing lists of 
works of literature, art, music, etc, listed in order 
of frequency they appear in the competition. Ad-
ditionally, Remer currently has team members pre-
senting a famous work of art, poem, or song to the 
other members every week, further broadening the 
team’s knowledge. Brown succeeds by “studying a 
lot, reading a lot, and watching a lot of television 
(mostly History Channel television).” 
 Okay, so maybe you haven’t considered turn-
ing on the History Channel. Consider this though; 
Brown claims he hasn’t needed to study for an Eng-
lish test all year.

 Okay Beachwood, are you ready?
If you get this question right, you can get a 
chance at a bonus question.
 What activity are these words describing?
 “Mind opening. Challenging. Fast paced. 
Exciting. Just fun,” according to junior Scott 
Remer.
 “Best club ever,” according to sophomore 
Lizzie Bream.
 Buzz. 
 Academic Challenge. 
 Ready for your bonus question?
 Why is Academic Challenge so “excit-
ing”?
 Academic Challenge competes in local 
trivia knowledge bowl competitions about 
once a month, and appears on a televised 
competition once every other year. This year, 
they won the televised competition with 555 
points against Gilmour Academy with 450 
points and Sandy Valley with 385 points. 
According to math teacher John Kaminski, 
the club’s advisor, the Academic Challenge 
Teams are asked questions about everything 

 Not impressed yet? 
 Though many members join the team be-
cause they love trivia, it is more than just mem-
orization. Brown explains how he has gained 
“friends, knowledge, and an appreciation for the 
arts”, while Remer describes his greater appre-
ciation for the “vastness of knowledge”, the end-
less amount of creative works, and the “richness 
of culture”.  
 In addition to the generally enlightening as-
pects of participating, you get to compete against 
other schools. But instead of kicking a ball, you 
are hitting a buzzer as fast as you can. Though it 
might not be a sports team, there is definitely a 
competitive spirit. 
 If I’ve caught your interest, Academic Chal-
lenge is actively recruiting for next year’s team. 
However, there is no doubt that it’s not for ev-
eryone. If you’re not interested in trivia, you 
probably won’t enjoy studying frequency lists. 
 Even so, you might consider adopting their 
attitude. We could all all cultivate a deeper and 
wider appreciation for art and culture…and if it 
means throwing in some pop culture questions 
about Snooki along the way, maybe that’s not 
such a bad thing either.

Copy Editor
By Arielle Cohen
Academic Challenge Provides Students with Unique Oppurtunities
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Profiles
Have you ever wanted to find out more about your classmates? This section features students from each grade, so you can learn about everything 

from their favorite midnight snack to their dating preferences. Please email The Beachcomber on FirstClass if you would like to be featured.
Photos Courtesy of Courtney Fishman, Alex Hohl, Chase Golovan, and Jessie Gill

Chase Golovan

Alex Hohl
Scott Arkin

Jessie GIll

Explain your most elaborate 
April fools prank (either done 
to you or you did to someone 
else)

Knock knock. Who’s 
there?(finish the joke)

Explain the dream you had last 

What was the last song you 
listened to?

Knock knock. Who’s 
there? (finish the joke)

Get off my porch.

What do you think is the 
first thing that comes into 

a teacher’s mind when 
they think of you?

That chick makes really 
weird faces.

What’s your best move to 
get someone’s number?
Yellow pages...stalkings 

What was the last song 
you listened to?

Jenny from the block. J-LO 
YOU WILL ALWAYS BE 

MY GIRL.

Explain the dream you 
had last night.

I was on a pirate ship and 
the captain shot Aquaman 

so I jumped ship to save 
him and found nemo. This 

is why we don’t eat seafood 
before bed, kids.

What do you think is the 
first thing that comes into a 

teacher’s mind when they 
think of you? 

Oh boy, its just 48 minutes, 
48 minutes. You can do this.

What’s your best move to 
get someone’s number?
Strike up a conversation 

about Glee

If you were a greeting 
card, what would it say?
I’m sorry for your happy 
birth-aversarry well soon 

mazel tov! (all in one card)

Explain your most elaborate April 
fools prank (either done to you or 
you did to someone else)
My mom woke me up on a saturday 
morning in like 7th grade at like 
7:30 and told me to hurry get ready 
for school!! I jumped up and got all 
ready, and then she dropped me at 
school and drove around the block 
twice and came and got me. Totally 
fooled; I called her like eight times 
telling her that they wouldn’t open 
the doors for me! Still half asleep, I 
didnt notice at all that there were no 
cars in the parking lot...

What is Victoria’s secret?
Victoria’s secret is not a secret to 
me, she tells me everything ;)

If you were a greeting card, what 
would it say?
Hi, I’m Alski. Lets get to know 
eachother

Explain the dream you had last 
night.
I was on an episode of entourage 
partying it up with “E”, Vinny, 
Turtle, and Drama. Getting 
throwed whats goodie 

Name something you must 
have with you at all times?
My reliable state farm agent. 
with a sandwhich. and a car. 

and my Harvan homework 
completed. and her hot twin 

sister ;).

Years ago my sister and I decid-
ed to rearrange the keys on the 
keyboard of our computer to say 
“april fools.” It just so happened 
that a computer man was coming 
that day to fix the computer and 
didn’t think it was as funny as 
we did.

Interrupting Cow!
Interrupt--Moo!!

That I had to wake up at two 
o’clock in the morning and let my 
sister in the house. Oh wait--that ac-
tually happened, I don’t remember 
my dream from last night, but I did 
get to watch the clocks change to an 
hour ahead!

The iCarly theme song (I’m watching 
iCarly)
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White and Gold
News Editor

By Courtney Fishman

 A few minutes past eight o’clock 
on Friday, March 5th, the lights in 
the auditorium began to flicker. The 
crowd drew to a complete silence, 
and the crimson curtains crept open 
and close. The penetrating voice 
of Tom Waits singing “What’s he 
Building?” left people with goose 
bumps. Suddenly the words “Freak 

Show” appeared in black light on 
the stage.
 This year’s “White and Gold” 
show was certainly not understated. 
Just like the opening, it was bold 

and bright, keeping the audience 
on its toes. Many of the acts were a 
little avant-garde, making “White & 
Gold” a truly refreshing experience.
 While most of the performances 
were good, some of them truly stood 

out.
 Junior Jessica Friedman’s per-
formance of “Samson” by Regina 
Spektor “was beautiful and soulful,” 
according to junior Arielle Cohen. 
“You could really feel the emotion 
in her performance,” said Cohen.
 Friedman has been singing since 
second grade, when she appeared in 
her first show, “Fiddler on the Roof,” 
at Playmakers Youth Theater. After 
going to “White and Gold” over the 

tice to perfect the sound you want to 
make.”
 Recently, Hitomi has become 
more serious about beatboxing, and 
he hopes to learn more sounds. 
 “So far I’ve only gotten 30 sounds, 
but there’s still a lot of sounds I can 
try to find. My goal is to make a per-
formance that can shock people next 
year,” explained Hitomi.

 This year’s show highlighted stu-
dent creativity in a way that made it 
superior to previous years’ shows. 
The acts were fresh and original, 
with two students writing their own 
songs, including senior Michael 
Bohm.
 “Michael Bohm is exceptionally 
talented for his age both technically 
and in the way he hears music,” said 
tech team member Joel Freimark. 

“There were so 
many times during rehearsals where 
Mr. Perse, Mr. Butler and I just sat 
back and watched him play.”
 Bohm started taking guitar les-
sons in December of seventh grade, 
and still continues taking them to-
day.  
 “Music is something that I always 
love listening to. I listen to music 
whenever I possibly can--when I do 
homework, watch TV, it’s done a lot 

past few years, she decided it was 
finally time to showcase her talent. 
 “Every year when watching 
‘White and Gold,’ I wished I was the 
one out there performing. I chose to 
do ‘White and Gold’ because I al-
ways kind of wanted to show my 
peers at Beachwood this aspect of 
me that they really haven’t seen,” 
explained Friedman.

 

Friedman received a lot of positive 
feedback after her performance, 
which “validated that voice could 
ultimately be a career path for me,” 
said Freidman. She hopes to per-
form in next year’s show, and is 
already thinking about singing an-
other song by Regina Spektor or 
one by The Cranberries.
 Kei Hitomi’s beatboxing also re-
ceived a lot of hype. 

 

Junior Masha Supernova said, “I 
had no idea that Kei could beatbox. 
I was out of my seat applauding.”
 Hitomi started beatboxing in sev-
enth grade when he heard his friend 
Sunny Oh doing it. He thought, “It 
was a cool talent,” and he asked 
Sunny to teach him. After learning 
the basics, Hitomi self-taught him-
self through YouTube videos.
 “It’s not extremely hard,” said 
Hitomi. “It just takes a lot of prac-

for me. Sometimes when you hear 
a song you like it sparks ideas. The 
idea for my song from “White and 
Gold” came from listening to the 
song, ‘Can’t You See,’ by the Mar-
shall Tucker Band,” said Bohm.
 Bohm explained that writing a 
song really gives you more oppor-
tunities as a musician. He has been 
developing his song, which was fea-

tured in this year’s show, since his 
junior year, and plans writing more. 
 “I don’t think it’s my primary 
goal in life to be a professional musi-
cian,” said Bohm,  “but I don’t think 
that will be stop me from trying. I 
definitely want a band at OSU, and 
it’d be really cool to get an album 
going with David Lurie.”
 “White and Gold 2011” was un-
doubtedly the best show BHS has 

seen in a while. Everyone in the au-
dience could connect to at least one 
act, and the “freak show” theme was 
articulated well.
 “I think the reason why this 
year’s show was that much better is 
because it comes down to the pas-
sion of the directors”, said Freimark. 
“They never stopped working—they 
were determined to make this a leg-
endary show,” and they succeeded. 
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Seniors Ari Levine and Solly Poprish perform 
Electric Field by MGMT

Senior Michael Bohm performs dur-
ing the final act of White and Gold.

David Lurie sings Michael Bohm’s 
song titled The Original.

Juniors Elana Ross and Ashley Dudley perform 
during Teachers Lounge.

Junior Kei Hitomi beatboxes midway 
through the show.

Senior Aaron Sciborowski sings The 
King of Spain by The Tallest Man on 

Earth.
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Opinion
Staff Writer

By Scott Remer

Revolutions in the Middle East Reaffirm American Values

Yearbook Staff Faces Challenges & Asks for Support
Layout Editor

By Marisa Simon

 A wave has swept the Arab world 
– one that no one ever anticipated. 
Experts and laymen alike were be-
fuddled as history was made: people 
in nation after nation, starting with 
Tunisia and spreading rapidly to 
Egypt, Bahrain, Libya and Yemen, 
rose up to demand their rights – 
freedom of speech, the freedom to 
vote, and a share in their countries’ 
wealth.
 This wave is remarkable for a 
multitude of reasons: the makeup of 
the protesters (they span all ages and 
sections of society, but are mostly 
around our age), their message (they 
are calling for the same rights that 
we have here in America), and their 
extreme courage (they have braved 
tear gas, warplanes, and gunfire). 
 Although dictators in Egypt and 
Tunisia stepped down relatively 

new hope and inspired a new gen-
eration of Arab youth. The State 
Department has worked behind the 
scenes, quietly supporting pro-de-
mocracy groups throughout the re-
gion. These actions have paid off: 
as an example, in Egypt, as a new 
constitution is drafted, the protesters 
look to the Founding Fathers and the 
Constitution for guidance. 
 Some Americans fear these revo-
lutions, observing that the French 
Revolution also looked bright in the 
beginning. They are right to be cau-
tious. However, our founding ide-
als of liberty and equality are these 
brave young Arabs’ guiding lights 
– in a sense, they are just as much 
Washington and Jefferson’s descen-
dants as we are.
 The road ahead will not be easy. 
Gas prices are already spiking be-
cause of the unrest, and they are 

peacefully and the king of Bahrain 
has made some concessions, inno-
cent lives have been lost. Blood has 
been shed, and it runs through the 
streets in Libya, where Muammar 
Gadhafi refuses to relinquish con-
trol, clinging to power and fighting 
ferociously with tenacious rebels.
 Yet, though Gadhafi struggles 
viciously and the old regimes try 
desperately to pacify their peoples, 
they fight in vain. The tide of change 
is sweeping across the Middle East. 
People once crushed by tyrants – 
voiceless, oppressed, and impov-
erished – are empowered, and the 
light of democracy shines brightly.
 The reasons for this enlighten-
ment are many, but one is undoubt-
edly the United States. Bush’s (at 
least theoretical) emphasis on dem-
ocratic ideals laid the groundwork, 
and Obama’s inauguration sparked 

predicted to hit $5 a gallon. Many 
obstacles remain to be negotiated: 
most countries will be building de-
mocracies from scratch, and mas-
sive foreign aid will be needed. The 
United States is still propping up 
corrupt dictators for their oil, and 
we lack any coherent strategy for 
this new reality. We have not even 
declared support for the protesters 
yet.
 Despite these stumbling blocks, 
we should take heart. Citizens are 
uniting as one and standing up to 
claim their birthright of fair treat-
ment. Fledgling democracies are de-
veloping daily. It is an awe-inspiring 
time, a turning point in history. No 
matter the ultimate outcome, we can 
take pride in knowing that it was our 
ideals that helped produce these mo-
mentous days.

The Beachcomber is:
• Editor in Chief: Sam Lowenkamp
• Layout Editor (Print): Amnon Carmi and 
   Steven Janovitz
• News Editor: Courtney Fishman
• Technology Editor: Max Bleich
• Features Editors: Jeffrey Zuckerman
• A&E Editor:  Rachael Silver
• Sports Editor: Scott Janovitz
• Copy Editor: Arielle Cohen
• Adviser: Josh Davis

The Beachcomber, through its editorial pages, provides an open forum for student expres-
sion. This newspaper is equally dedicated to affording an opportunity to all BHS students, 
staff, alumni, parents, and community residents to express their opinions on these pages. All 
unsigned editorials appearing in The Beachcomber represent the opinions of the editorial 
board. They do not necessarily reflect the views of the student body, the staff, or the admin-
istration of Beachwood High School. The Beachcomber welcomes all letters to the editor, 
whether critical, complimentary, or informative. They must be signed, although names will 
be withheld upon request in cases that may be awkward or embarrassing to the writer. Letters 
should be addressed to The Beachcomber, 25100 Fairmount Blvd., Beachwood, OH, 44122, 
or delivered to the editors or a secretary in the main office, attention Sam Lowenkamp. To 
contact Beachcomber adviser Josh Davis, please email him at jmd@beachwoodschools.org

 Creating a yearbook cannot be 
too difficult, can it? A book full of 
photos and memories is not so hard 
to make, or is it? With limited help, 
it can be extremely complicated. 
 With just a few committed mem-
bers, the yearbook staff has been 
working daily to overcome the chal-
lenges of yearbook layout.  
 The staff deals constantly with 
parents complaining about prices, 
students complaining about the pic-
tures, the challenges of fundraising 
and the intense process of creating 
the book. The yearbook is almost 
entirely funded by the sale of ads 
and books, which unfortunately has 
been decreasing over the past three 
years.
 Every day, members of the staff 
spend approximately two hours af-
ter school working on the book. 
This adds up to about 10 hours per 
week, about 300 hours per school 
year. Most sports don’t spend nearly 
that much time practicing during the 

to an online program, which allows 
the members to work on the book at 
home. The extra work is neccessary 
due to the lack of help from BHS 

students. Unfortunately, most BHS 
students and faculty members have 
never given the Oculus, a book that 
makes a record of each fantastic year 
at BHS, the credit that it is due.  
 There are about three committed 
members on the yearbook staff. If 
the yearbook is struggling with the 
small staff now, what will come of it 
in the next year? 

sports seasons, and yet sports are 
covered in almost every morning 
announcement and are the talk of 
the school nearly every day. 

 “It is time that members of the 
yearbook staff be recognized and 
receive some sort of academic cred-
it for the hard work that they do,” 
said Adviser Patsy Morrison. 
 After years of computer prob-
lems, the yearbook staff finally 
managed to get new computers, 
most of which still do not work as 
promised. The staff has switched 

 At the beginning of the 2010 
school year, the students on the staff 
were left to direct the book them-
selves due to the lack of an adviser. 
Just recently, Adviser Patsy Mor-
rison and Sarah Thrasher, the new 
adviser, have teamed up to help the 
editors finish the book in a timely 
fashion. 
 The book is coming along very 
well, especially considering the 
small staff. The book will be smaller 
this year, but the quality will be just 
as incredible. While the Oculus is 
expected to be an award-winning 
book yet again, we are in dire need 
of help. If there is going to be a 52nd 
edition of the Oculus yearbook, stu-
dent involvement is a must. Without 
a yearbook, there is nothing to cap-
ture your school memories? 
 Come to room 115 after school 
and ask how you can help be a part 
of an award-winning book. Do you 
think you’ll have access to your Fa-
cebook page in thirty years? Face-
book may not always be around, but 
your yearbook will last forever. 

“It is time that members of the year-
book staff be recognized and receive 
some sort of academic credit for the 

hard work that they do,”
-Adviser Patsy Morrison
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Spring is in the Air at the Botanical Gardens

With spring upon us, trees are bud-
ding, and flowers are beginning 
to bloom. It is a perfect time to be 
outside and experience nature. One 
of the best places to do this is the 
Cleveland Botanical Gardens at 
University Circle. 
 The Cleveland Botanical Gar-
dens consist of over a dozen out-
door gardens and an indoor glass 
house. When you first walk into the 
building, you will be overwhelmed 
with the welcoming smell of flow-
ers. I suggest you start your visit in 
the glass house, which plays host 
to various animals and a myriad of 
colorful butterflies among plants in 
a seemingly wild setting. The but-
terflies are not only a phenomenal 
photo opportunity, but are also very 
interesting to look at as they travel 
from flower to flower and interact 
with the flowers, the fences and the 
people. 
 When you walk out of the build-
ing, the first garden you will encoun-
ter is the Elizabeth and Nona Evans 
Restorative Garden, the centerpiece 
of which is a man-made pond with 
water lilies peaking out and goldfish 
darting about. From this pond, there 
are many different gardens that span 
in multiple directions, so where you 
go next is up to you. Don’t be afraid 
to explore and experience the gar-

festival, Orchid Mania; the theme 
of this year’s festival was “Purple 
Reign.”  The visual highlight of the 
festival was a series of potted or-
chids cascading in waves against a 
wall. Overall, the orchids were truly 
a sight to behold. There were many 
different varieties of flowers with 
every color of the rainbow. Another 
highlight was seeing the butterflies 
fly about the playfully-placed or-
chids in the glasshouse. 
 Another thing the Botanical Gar-
dens have to offer is volunteer op-
portunities for teens. Lainie Weiss 
and Newman both volunteered at the 
gardens and thoroughly enjoyed their 

dens to the fullest. 
 If you enjoy reminiscing over 
hands-on childhood moments, then 
perhaps you would appreciate go-
ing to the Hershey’s Children’s 
Garden. Many of us remember run-
ning about through the various veg-
etable gardens, or climbing around 
the giant tree house; it is truly a 
whimsical experience. Senior Sar-
ah Newman explained, “I love how 
it’s laid out - they want you to ex-
plore. They have mazes and hidden 
spaces everywhere.” 
 The Botanical Gardens also 
plays host to exciting events. Re-
cently the gardens held their orchid 

experiences. “It was a unique work 
experience in that it was truly enjoy-
able. Everyone there was always so 
happy,” said Weiss. Newman, who 
worked on the grounds doing vari-
ous gardening work, learned many 
things about plants and gardening 
such as “how to tip a bush, how to 
turn compost, how to care for giant 
pumpkins, how to save plants from 
common pests, lots of different plant 
names, [and] the fact that weeding 
never, ever ends.” Furthermore, if 
you would like a unique work expe-
rience or would enjoy being around 
nature and learning about plants, the 
Cleveland Botanical Gardens are the 
perfect place for you to volunteer. 
 In conclusion, the Botanical Gar-
dens are wonderful to satisfy all your 
nature needs. So whether you would 
like an interesting photo opportuni-
ty, the ability to see beautiful flow-
ers that you don’t normally get to, or 
just to witness natural masterpieces, 
the gardens have it all. Take it from 
Newman when she said, the gardens 
are a “beautiful place that exists just 
for the sake of being beautiful. Who 
wouldn’t want to spend a day some-
where like that?”

A&E Editor
Rachael Silver

Arts and Entertainment
News Editor

By Courtney Fishman 

“Shrek the Musical” Promises to Delight...Children
 Kermit the frog once said, “It’s not 
easy being green” and the same goes 
for Shrek. Living the life of a hid-
eous ogre is a difficult task to man-
age; however, Shrek The Musical 
does not face the same challenges. 
In fact the show is a cute piece that 
will keep the family entertained and 
laughing the whole night through.
 The play starts off with the song 
“Big Bright Beautiful World” on 
Shrek’s seventh birthday. His par-
ents explain to him that it’s time for 
him to leave home and become in-
dependent, even though he will be 
faced with a multitude of struggles. 
The song is filled with humorous 
lyrics such as how “[life is] peaches 
and cream/ And every dream comes 
true/ But not for you.”
 The story then progresses to a 
grown up Shrek, Eric Peterson, who 
is living in an abandoned swamp. 
The problem is that Lord Farquaad 

deal with Shrek that if he rescues 
her, Farquaad will remove the miss-
fits from his swamp. 
 The store continues with Shrek 
and Donkey’s adventure to save 
Princess Fiona, Haven Burton, 
where the unconventional fairy tale 
unfolds. 
 Overall the show was decent, 
yet there were some things that par-
ticularly jumped out, positively and 
negatively. 
 The costumes and set design 
were absolutely gorgeous. They 
were brightly colored, and constant-
ly changing which was interesting to 
watch. Another thing that was bril-
liantly written was the incorporation 
of music from other plays. Shrek 
the Musical referenced Wicked, The 
Lion King, and Gypsy as well as 
pop-culture figures, namely, Charlie 
Sheen and Lebron James. 
 Nevertheless, the show had flaws. 
The music was okay, but the lyrics 

forces the miss-fits of Duloc to 
move into Shrek’s home.  Of these 
individuals are some especially in-
teresting characters including, Pi-
nocchio, and the three bears. 
 In an attempt to eliminate them, 
Shrek walks to the village of Duloc 
to file a complaint. On the way Shrek 
runs into Donkey, Alan Mingo Jr., 
a charismatic and hyper character 
who without a doubt stole the show. 
After begging him through the song 
“Don’t Let Me Go”, Shrek finally 
permits Donkey to travel with him.
 They soon approach Duloc 
where Lord Farquaad, David F.M 
Vaughn, is introduced. This charac-
ter is incredibly amusing because he 
remains on his knees for the entire 
show to portray the small stature 
of the original DreamWorks Char-
acter.  Farquaad hopes to marry a 
Princess thus making him a King; 
however, he would like to do so 
without the inconvenience of actu-
ally rescuing her. He thus makes a 

were slurred, making it extremely 
difficult to decipher what they were 
saying. The acting was satisfactory, 
but there was no emotional connec-
tion in the songs. The music also lost 
some of its value through the use of 
comedic accents.
 Ultimately the show was good, 
but not exceptional. Because this 
show was previously written as a 
movie, it does not have that unique 
and intriguing factor that most 
shows possess. This show would be 
a fantastic choice for younger chil-
dren, and families; however, if you 
are looking for a Tony Award Win-
ning Musical this would not be my 
first choice.
 Shrek the Musical is currently 
touring the nation, to find out more 
about locations, dates, and times 
visit www.shrekthemusical.com

Flowers bloom at the Cleveland Botanical Gardens. 
Photo by Rachael Silver.
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 With four new coaches, a spring 
break trip to Myrtle Beach, and a 
multitude of practices, the baseball 
team is making a strong comeback 
this season. But only time will tell if 
their intense training program will 
pay off. 
 The pre-season warm-ups defi-
nitely have the players working 
hard.  According to assistant coach 
Todd Butler, practices are spread 
out evenly. The first six weeks are 
conditioning, which is broken into 
three parts: sprints and plyometrics 
(exercise designed to produce fast 
powerful movements), weight lift-
ing, agility drills, and lastly swim-
ming.  
 From mid-February to the be-
ginning of March, the players begin 
working on their pitching and catch-
ing. The preceding three weeks in-
volve full team practice, and finally, 
the team will head down to Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina for spring 
training.
 Senior Zach Smith, starting first 
baseman and pitcher, feels that the 
amount of conditioning and fun-
damental work will have the team 
ready for the upcoming season. The 
team has added four new coaches 
this year, which should add to their 

-8-

Sports

Sports Editor
By Scott Janovitz

To Play by the Same Rules? Girls’ Lacrosse Players Consider

ball well. The team also has plenty 
of speed.  Smith said, “We have at 
least three guys on varsity that will 
be able to steal two bases a game for 
us,” noting Jake Weiss, Max Siegel, 
and David Stern.
 The batting order will follow a 
specific outline.  The one and two 
spots will have contact hitters and 
speed runners.  Spots three through 
six will consist of gap hitters, and 
positions seven through nine will be 
filled with good bunters.
 The team will be playing in a 
six-team conference, including rival 

success. 
 The team has a lot of strong 
features, especially in the pitching 
department. “Our pitching staff is 
pretty in depth and hopefully we 
can make it pretty far in states,” 
noted Smith.  
 Josh Schwartz, pitcher and third 
baseman, believes the team has a 
good chance to be on top this year. 
Schwartz said, “I would say [our 
chances are] pretty good because 
we have a lot of returning players.”
 Another strength is that every 
person in the line-up can hit the 

Independence.  “For the past three 
years, they’ve been our rival, so 
we’ve been looking forward to play-
ing them this year,” said Schwartz.  
The rivalry is very intense, consid-
ering Independence has won the 
league for the past two years. 
 “They are certainly our number-
one rival,” noted Butler. The players 
are also aware that every team in the 
conference plays competitively, and 
the team is ready for the challenge.  
“I predict us to be highly competi-
tive in conference due to our depth,” 
said Butler.
 The team is not perfect though; 
there are some elements they will 
need to work on.  For one thing, ac-
cording to Butler, the team can al-
ways improve on the “small ball,” 
which requires manufacturing runs. 
The team also needs to stay healthy 
so they can keep a full roster. If the 
core group can stay healthy, then the 
team will be set.
 It seems the team has a good dy-
namic going and excellent chemis-
try. As for their chances, “We have 
a pretty good shot at going a pretty 
good distance,” notes Schwartz.  “I 
think I can safely say we’re going to 
make it pretty far.  All of us seniors 
have been waiting for this year,” 
Smith exclaimed.

Staff Writer
By Daniel Sherriff

BHS Baseball Team Warms up for a Winning Season

The baseball team stretches before practice.
Photo by Beachcomber.

     Are the boys’ and girls’ lacrosse 
teams playing the same sport? They 
abide by different rules. Some girls’ 
players feel that the differences are 
sexist, while others are comfortable 
having their own rules.
    According to US Lacrosse, the 
sport’s national governing body, 
girls’ rules state that, “No player’s 
crosse may hit or cause her oppo-
nent’s crosse to hit the opponent’s 
body.” Simply put, any unnecessary 
contact in girls’ lacrosse will result 
in a foul. Additionally, body check-
ing (when an individuals shoulder 
is used in a similar manner to a 
football player blocking a runner) is 
illegal. This is much different from 
boys’ lacrosse, in which contact is a 
large portion of the game. In boys’ 
lacrosse, body checking is legal.
     Last year, an Idaho girl received 
national media attention as she at-
tempted to play for her high schools 
boys’ lacrosse team. According to 
Sports Illustrated, Sara Maras was 
not interested in playing girls’ la-
crosse, due in large part to the lack 

bodies, and only being allowed to 
check sticks, makes our game more 
strategic. We rely on speed, agility, 
and stick skills so we can keep the 
ball in our sticks even though we 
don’t have pockets. However, a de-
fensive player might answer differ-
ently,” Arkin added. 
      Junior boys’ lacrosse player Blake 
Atherton also believes that girls’ in-
ability to hit makes their game more 
strategic. “It’s actually advantageous 
for them that there’s no hitting. Hit-
ting detracts from the game on a 
number of levels. The game, as it 
is meant to be played, should focus 
on finesse, yet Midwesterners turn it 
into a sloppy game of brute force.” 
    Regarding the contact in boys’ 
lacrosse, senior girls’ captain Lily 

of contact. Although Sara’s team 
had to forfeit the season in order to 
allow her to play, her story brought 
attention to the numerous differ-
ences between girls’ and boys’ la-
crosse.
    To put the differences in con-
text, Steve Stenersen, President and 
CEO of US Lacrosse, told Sports 
Illustrated that, “the differences be-
tween boys’ and girls’ lacrosse are 
actually far greater than the differ-
ences between baseball and soft-
ball.”
    Do girls actually want to hit 
more? “As an offensive player, I’m 
thankful not to be bashed by defen-
sive players,” girls’ senior lacrosse 
captain Monica Arkin said. 
     “I think that being unable to hit 

Lash admitted, “That scares me. I 
want to stay in one piece.”
     But even if some girls do not 
want there to be more contact in 
girls’ lacrosse, are the rules still 
sexist? “The difference in the rules 
does offend me. People assume that 
because we don’t hit each other, our 
game is only a modified version that 
doesn’t require aggression. It’s belit-
tling.  I hate when I tell people that I 
play lacrosse and they say, ‘Oh, but 
you guys don’t get hit, right?’ And 
then lose interest. I feel that girls’ 
lacrosse is looked down upon, and 
I don’t like how people focus on the 
differences between the two, when 
they should just accept that there are 
two versions of the game,” said Ar-
kin.
  Assistant Coach Joe Burwell agreed. 
“I think it’s just a different game. 
The girls’ game is much more about 
skill and force than about physically 
dominating your opponent.”
    The differences between girls’ and 
boys’ lacrosse are substantial, but 
one thing is certain; hitting or not, 
lacrosse players are tough. 

The 2011 Girls’ Lacrosse Team. Photo Courtesy of Vendetti Studios
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   On Saturday, March 5th Beach-
wood wrestlers Alec Jacober, Sam-
my Gross and Ryan Harris placed at 
the OHSAA Wrestling State Cham-
pionships.
     The BHS wrestling program has 
always been one of the best in the 
conference.  Not only are the boys 
talented, they are also strongly sup-
ported by their families and the 
community.  All of the coaches are 
able to focus individually on their 
wrestlers, resulting in better wres-
tling techniques.
 Many Beachwood wrestlers be-
gin the sport at six or seven years 
old, and a committed few continue 
on until high school
     Head Coach Dugan Bentley said, 
“Being a wrestler is strictly based 
on the amount of time put in.  These 
guys are completely committed to 
the sport and identify themselves 
as wrestlers no matter what the sea-
son.”
    Freshman Ryan Harris started 
wrestling at the age of six, and this 
year he has already broken a school 
record, made it to districts, and 
placed seventh in the state in his 
weight class.  He trains every day 
after school, and this hard work has 
paid off. 
     “I’ve been working to get to this 
point for a long time, but now that 
I have time to improve, I will work 
on being more aggressive and will 
watch videos of myself wrestling to 
see what moves I should work on,” 
said Harris.
    Harris and freshman Sammy 
Gross transitioned from the middle 
school to the high school this year, 
and the coaches were excited about 
their talent; however, they did not 
know where they would rank ac-
cording to high school weight class-
es.  They both wrestled this season 
in weight classes that consisted of 
predominantly juniors and seniors.    

OHSAA State Wrestling Champion-
ships in Columbus.  There, he also 
wrestled in the same weight class 
and ended up placing 7th overall.
     Gross came out of the season 
without as many wins as Harris, but 
blew the audience away when he 
qualified for districts, then placed 3rd 
in the state for his weight class.
     Gross said, “As far as individual 
goals, I’d like to go all-American in 
freestyle, the Olympic form of wres-
tling.  Also, I’d like to go undefeated 
in my season next year, and win a 
state title.”

     Harris impressed everyone with 
his accomplishments this year.  
With his overall season record or 
47-6, he broke the Beachwood re-
cord of winning the most matches 
in one season, previously set by 
2010 BHS graduate Alex Dronzek.

     

In addition, he was the second fresh-
man to win districts as a freshman.  
This year the competition was held 
at Garfield Heights, and from there 
he was excited to compete in the 

     “These three kids are exception-
al, and their ultimate goal was to 
make it to state finals,” said Bentley.  
“They were pretty consistent during 
the regular season and did what was 
expected of them without crumbling 
under the pressure. I would definite-
ly like to see my wrestlers become 
more aggressive, relentless, and 
tenacious on the mat because they 
tend to be laid-back and my own 
competitive drive makes me want 
to see them pick up the intensity as 
well.”  
     Each of the wrestlers has goals for 
the future to push them towards their 
ultimate best next season.  Gross will 
be lifting hard, attending wrestling 
camps, and going to national-caliber 
tournaments to improve.
     Wrestling is an independent sport 
when it comes to facing your op-
ponent, but as Jacober mentioned, 
“Having great teammates is one of 
my favorite parts about wrestling, 
because we became pretty close. 
Since they were there to support me, 
it made my experience a lot better.” 

 

 

Staff Writer
By Eva Muschkin

Three BHS Wrestlers Place at State Tournament

From Left, Senior Alec Jacober, Freshman Ryan Harris and Samuel 
Gross. Photo courtesy of Shelley Gross.

Senior Alec Jacober on the mat. 
Photo courtesy of Shelley Gross.
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Twivia
BHS currently has 15 sets of multiples. We have five sets of boy-girl twins, four sets of girl twins, four sets of boy twins, and two sets of triplets. A sur-
vey was sent to all of the multiples in the school, and from their responses we have created “twivia,” a way for readers to test their knowledge on the 
twins and triplets of BHS. See how many questions you can get right. By Monica Arkin with the help of Rachel Komich. Photos by Heather Wieder.

F. Which twins have only 
been apart for four days? 

G. Which twins have been to Twins-
burg’s “Twin Day” twice?

H. Which twins got the same 
exact SAT and OGT scores? 

D. Which twins plan to go 
to college together?

I. What are some questions 
you should never ask a twin?

C. Which multiples share 
clothes?

B. For all of our school’s boy-
girl twins, which was born first?

E. Which twins share a 
room?

A. What did Shauna and Jacob 
Tepper call each other when they 

were little?

A. Honey and J-Bob, respectively, B. The girl. This is true for all five sets: the Teppers, Silvers, Swansons, Ginsburgs, and Browns, C. Shauna and Jacob Tepper, Jared and Adam 
Wexler sometimes do, and Emma and Hannah Rubenstein sometimes do, D. None, E.  Biral and Bijal Patel and Molly and Shannon Finkenthal, F. Molly and Shannon Finkenthal 
when Shannon went to overnight camp, G. Lindsay and David Silver, H. Samantha and Melissa Felman, I. Do not ask boy and girl twins if they’re identical, the answer is no.
“Do you like the same things?”...They are not one person. “What’s it like being a twin?”...They don’t know, it’s the only perspective they have.

The Teppers

The Rubensteins

The Janovitzes

The Silvers

The Finkenthals

The Browns

The Sobels

The Swansons

Not photographed: the Goldbergs, the Patels 
and the Wexlers.

The Ordillases

The Felmans

 The Luxenbergs

 The Ginsburgs
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