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Are BHS Drinking Fountains Safe?
 We each have a favorite foun-
tain. 
 According to Beachcomber in-
terviews, many of us try to avoid 
the fountains hidden in the old brick 
walls.
 When asked about her favorite 
water fountain, senior Sarah New-
man responded, “I really enjoy the 
fountain in the cafeteria. That one 
has the coldest water.”
 Senior Monae McDonald ex-
plained, “The water fountain next to 
the nurse’s office is the best because 
it is definitely the coldest.”
 So why do a majority of students 
and faculty stay clear of the old 
fountains? 
 They aren’t that appealing, to be-
gin with. They were around when the 
school was built over 50 years ago. 
The spouts are too short. Their water 
tastes funky. Clearly something has 
affected the quality of drinking wa-
ter in those particular fountains.  
 The 6/7 honors environmental 
science class wanted to figure out 
how the water quality varies from 
fountain to fountain. During first 
semester, they conducted a series of 
tests on the school’s drinking foun-
tains.
 Burwell emphasized, “These 
tests were only done at one point 
in time.”  He explained that results 
could vary.

per million) is considered average. 
Too much hardness will result in 
calcification. Especially on the older 
water fountains, traces of hardened 
calcium can be seen along the rim 
of the waterspout. Excessive hard-
ness won’t have negative effects on 
health, but too much hardness will 
result in a funny taste and can be 
damaging to the piping fixtures if 
too much builds up over time.
 In the old fountain across from 
601, the hardness level was 180
 The fountain next to the teachers’ 
lounge had a hardness level of 200
Lastly, the newer water fountain’s 
level was 120.

 The Beachcomber followed-up 
the class’s research with testing of 
our own: for hardness, pH (mea-
sures if water is acidic or basic), 
and copper, along with a test for 
bacteria.  
 Three water fountains were 
tested: the old fountain across from 
room 601, the old fountain across 
from the teachers’ lounge and the 
newer Elkay fountain next to the 
500/600 bathrooms. 
 The first quality tested was for 
hardness. Hardness is the measure 
of the total amount of calcium that 
has built up in the water. A hardness 
level between 50-125 ppm (parts 

 Next, we tested the pH in the wa-
ter. A pH level below seven is con-
sidered to be more acidic whereas 
anything above seven would be a 
basic solution. The EPA recommen-
dation for drinking water is a pH of 
6.5 - 8.5.
 In the old fountain across from 
601, the Ph level was 6.5. 
 The teachers’ lounge fountain 
had a pH level of 7.0.
 The newer water fountain had a 
Ph level of 8.0.
 Finally, we conducted a test for 
bacteria, and fortunately none was 
found. 
 Some may wonder whether we 
will have better tasting drinking 
fountains after the school is reno-
vated.
 Chris Panichi, project manager 
for Burt Hill, the architectural firm 
designing the renovation, gave a 
brief overview of how they will ad-
dress and update the water systems. 
“There will be many new chilled 
water fountains. We still aren’t fin-
ished with the overall plan, but these 
new fountains are certain.”
 Panichi also noted that they would 
be focusing on “low flow fixtures”, 
which would conserve water both in 
drinking fountains and toilets. 
 Next time you get thirsty, try and 
add a little variety and brave one 
of the old fountains. They pose no 
threat whatsoever. It’s cheaper than 
a bottle from the vending machines.  
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Freshman Alexandra Somogyi drinks from a fountain outside the gym. 
Photo by Max Bleich

Staff Writer
By Eva Muschkin
BHS Students Launch FBLA Club

math or science.”
 FBLA is a National Student Or-
ganization that holds competitions 
for students all across the country. 
 According to the FBLA website, 
“Students can participate in projects 
for the largest business based stu-
dent organization in the world and 
get Business Achievement Awards 
designed to compliment academics 
while accelerating a student’s lead-
ership skills.” 
 There is a chance that students 
will, in the future, go to confer-

 Juniors Scott Janovitz and How-
ard Sobel are starting a chapter 
of the Future Business Leaders of 
America with the help of business 
teacher Greg Perry. The first meet-
ing was held on January 25th. Over 
50 students attended.
 Some think that FBLA is just for 
those who want to pursue a career in 
business-related fields, but it is much 
more than that. Perry said, “Business 
is a required, essential skill, just like 

ences and competitions in selected 
fields of business, paving the way 
for scholarships.
 Howard Sobel said, “FBLA is 
a great opportunity to not only be-
come a better business person, but a 
better leader too.”
  “I am most excited to see the 
large turnout we are expecting in the 
beginning stages of our new chap-
ter,” Janovitz said. “I believe this 
club has the potential to be a pow-
erhouse activity at BHS for many 
years to come.” About the first meet-

ing, he said, “You could definitely 
feel an exciting vibe from the mo-
ment you stepped into the room.”
 As opposed to the marketing pro-
gram offered for seniors, the new 
FBLA club is offered to all students 
as an extracurricular activity. 
 Perry said, “FBLA provides a 
place for students to generate ideas, 
expose themselves to business peo-
ple, and give them a competitive ad-
vantage as they go into colleges or 
careers.”
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 Since the beginning of the school 
year, BHS students and staff have 
faced technology problems that have 
interfered with the daily business of 
teaching and learning.
         Last April, the School Dis-
trict signed a contract with a com-
pany called NetOps to aid the 
technology department with ongo-
ing problems, and to help with the 
reconstruction of the servers over 
the summer. However, it seems that 
problems have continued, even with 
the extra help.  
 English Teacher Peter Harvan 
complains that technological issues 
have interfered with his teaching 
duties “far too frequently this year.” 
Both Harvan and many other teach-
ers in the English department have 
“not been able to print with any kind 
of regularity this year.”
 Digital Graphics Design (DGD) 
teacher Craig Alexander has also 
been affected by these technical is-
sues. He claims that starting in the 
beginning of the 2010-2011 school 
year, tech problems “have led to 
some frustration for my students, 
and the inability to get to the pro-
grams they needed to use. Since then, 
I have been working very closely 
with the tech guys and NetOps and 
they’ve been great about trying to be 
sure the lab was working as soon as 
there was an issue.”
 Alexander continued, “Issues 
range from not being able to start 
a program, not being able to log in, 

worked to fix the problem.”
 “With the wireless problem, the 
entire issue was much like an onion. 
We thought we had found the cause 
of the problem, but once that issue 
was fixed, we found another, deeper 
issue still keeping things from opti-
mal performance.  With each “layer” 
we pulled back (fixed), we found 
another underneath, and this is why 
the overall process of repairing the 
wireless network seemed to take a 
bit longer than expected,” Freimark 
said.
 The school’s server network was 
completely overhauled over the 
summer. NetOps was hired to re-
place the older, decaying network 
with a newer, more connected one. 
All the desktops in the high school 
are now connected to the school’s 
network. Instead of storing applica-
tions, documents and media on one 
local hard drive, data is stored on 
the school’s server rack. Unfortu-
nately, when the new network was 
activated in August, both staff and 

or students not being able to access 
their work.” He also made it clear 
that the tech team and NetOps have 
been addressing the issues as quick-
ly as possible.
 Social studies teacher Karissa 
Piper also expressed her frustra-
tion with technology this year. Due 
to the wireless connectivity issues 
at the start of the school year, she 
made a decision to alter her lesson 
plans. “I chose to change my lesson 
plans when possible so that I did 
not need to rely on my students ac-
cessing technology in school. When 
there was something that I needed 
students to access on the Internet, 
I scheduled my classes to be in the 
library where the connectivity was 
better,” said Piper.
 Tech Staff member Joel Frei-
mark explained, “the staff found 
various ways to work around the 
wireless issue without sacrificing 
the educational process, and as a 
department, we can’t thank them 
enough for their support as we have  

students had problems with printing, 
Internet access, and access to server 
accounts.  Some of these problems 
continue to be unresolved.
  Freimark stressed that the servers 
were not the cause of the problems. 
“In fact, the servers were performing 
quite well overall, while it was the 
wireless network across BHS that 
was the root cause of the issue.  The 
issue in relation to the servers was a 
known bug in the operating system 
that became a factor due to the other 
changes we made to the district over 
the summer.”
 According to Freimark, any 
bad publicity that the NetOps have 
been received in the school is unde-
served. They did their job and fixed 
the messy servers. Freimark argues 
that we should be thanking them for 
helping us keep the servers working 
and solving the little problems that 
pop up every once in a while.
 According to their contract, each 
NetOps consultant is paid $5400 
a month until the contract ends on 
April 14th of this year. In exchange, 
the consultants are available any 
time to the tech staff, always ready 
to help when something goes wrong, 
or when questions need to be an-
swered.
 So yes, things aren’t perfect; the 
English department is still left with 
a faulty printer, there remain Wi-Fi 
issues in the 100/200 hallways, the 
Beachcomber account has presented 
challenges and some teachers are 
still having problems.  But hopeful-
ly, if we are patient, these problems 
will be resolved. 

Staff Writer
By Max Bleich

Tech Staff Wrestles with Network Problems
News

By Eva Muschkin
Advice to Class of 2011: Don’t Let Senioritis Get the Best of You

Staff Writer
 
 Senioritis, the tendency of seniors 
to lose motivation in school, is an 
“epidemic” that overcomes seniors 
across the country, and is prevalent 
at BHS as well. 
 According to the website of the 
National Association for College 
Admission Counseling, senioritis is  
the condition when students begin 
to slack off and pay less attention to 
their grades. 
 Some BHS students show symp-
toms of this condition after they 
have gotten into college, but others 
may develop it even earlier.  
 Senior Monica Arkin said, “The 
second I got into my first college I 
felt my motivation slipping. I needed 
a break after junior year since it was 
so stressful. We’ve worked so hard 
for 11 years that I’m burnt out.”
 Arkin has excelled in honors 

 The College 
Board website 
states “every 
year, colleges 
rescind offers of 
admission, put 
students on aca-
demic probation, 
or alter financial 
aid packages as a 
result of seniori-
tis.”
 According to 

a 2009 article in 
USA Today, col-

leges expect a range of performance 
over a student’s high school years.  
Colleges would much 
rather see a pattern of progression 
from freshmen to senior year rather 
than a decrease in GPA.
 Senior Jessica Borison said, “I 
have to keep reminding myself that 
I have yet to find out if I have gotten 

and AP classes 
throughout her 
high school ca-
reer and has cur-
rently been ac-
cepted to three 
competitive uni-
versities.  There 
are many other 
students who feel 
the same, and do 
not put forth as 
much effort in 
or out of school as 
they used to.
 Counselor Carolyn Beeler has a 
different take. “I notice a huge in-
crease in grades from junior to se-
nior year because the students know 
the gravity of what’s at hand,” she 
said.
 Due to intense college competi-
tion, students cannot afford to slack 
off during senior year.

into college and therefore know that 
I should be putting 100% effort into 
my work.”
 The stress of college becomes a 
big issue around senior year.  De-
pending on the student, it may push 
them positively or negatively, but it 
has some kind of an effect on almost 
everyone.
 “Many kids feels the same way 
about school,” said senior Alex 
Roth.  “The stress just makes you 
focus on different things.”
 Ariana Terman admits, “I have 
a fear in the back of my head that 
I wont get accepted into any of 
the schools I’ve applied to so I get 
stressed out.”
 Procrastination is a prominent 
trend among many of the seniors.  
Sometimes, students get so over-
whelmed between school work,

Image by Amnon Carmi.

Image by Or Bairey-Sehayek.

Continued on Pg 4.
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by Micah Josefovitz
Bumper Stickers Express Our Individuality

Staff Writer
 A trek through treacherous win-
ter weather in the the BHS parking 
lot is made worthwhile by the mes-
sages on students’ cars. When tally-
ing up the total number of stickers, a 
staggering number of Bison stickers 
led the pack with the Co-Exist and 
Cure for Cancer stickers tying at 
second. Another common sight was 
the round Friendship Circle magnet, 
touting an organization of volun-
teers helping special-needs children. 
There were a myriad of other stick-
ers ranging from humorous quotes 
to political messages.  
 Previously known solely for 
transportation, cars have now be-
come a vehicle for self-expression 
through bumper stickers.  These 
seemingly innocent reiterations of 
countless PVC adhesives may look 
like mere inconveniences when re-
selling the car, but in reality they can 
carry numerous implications, both 
positive and negative. 
 As heavily evidenced by the 
numbers in BHS’s parking lot, bum-
per stickers can effectively com-
municate an opinion on a subject, 
whether political, recreational, or 
of pure miscellanea. They can also 

his sticker, Janovitz said, “I like to 
make people laugh, and [with the 
bumper sticker] I want to brighten 
someone’s day.”
 However, bumper stickers can 
also create an uncomfortable con-
frontation between two opposing 
opinions. English teacher Todd 
Butler reminisced about his experi-
ence: “(In the Bush presidency), I 
had a bumper sticker that said, ‘True 
patriots question a lying govern-
ment.’” He explained that one time, 
an old man confronted him about his 
bumper sticker and proposed a fight. 
“He [the old man] thought it was of-
fensive to those who served. I don’t 
know if that judgment is accurate; 
bumper stickers are only slogans.” 
While this might be true, slogans 
have the capacity to provoke some 
deep-seated responses.
 Sanshuck explained that seeing 

humorously interpret contemporary 
culture, and can paint an attractive 
picture of the person driving the 
car.
 Junior Catherine Gorman placed 
a Duck Hunting sticker on her car 
because it “looks nice.” Senior Tan-
ner Sanshuck explained, “Older 
cars look better with bumper stick-
ers. New ones, not so much.” 
 Gorman also has a Cure Breast 
Cancer sticker because her relative 
is battling the disease. This concern 
for others and cosmic change can 
define the driver as a sensible hu-
man being, caring for others as part 
of his or her own style.
 Scott Janovitz, another BHS stu-
dent, proudly shows off his “0-60 
[mph] in 15 minutes” sticker, a hu-
morous twist on the common state-
ment that is used to flaunt quick-
ness of a car. When asked about 

controversial content on a bumper 
sticker can be entertaining: “I think 
offensive things are funny.” 
 Conformity is a factor in a high 
school scene, where students enjoy 
blending in with the social norm to 
be accepted by their peers and ad-
here to cultural standards. 
 Health teacher Margaret Holling-
sworth tells the story of her son, a 
National Honors Society (NHS) stu-
dent, who pleaded with her not to 
put the NHS bumper sticker on his 
car: “My son said, ‘Don’t put that on 
our car!.’ I told him it was an hon-
or, but he exclaimed that he didn’t 
want to stick out like a sore thumb.” 
This fear of toppling conformity 
might also be a factor in the battle 
of whether or not to use a bumper 
sticker, so the absence of a bumper 
sticker might make more of a state-
ment for some.
 It all comes down to a simple 
question: Do you have the guts to 
slather your controversial opinion 
on your motor vehicle, making you 
an easy target for people with dif-
ferent views? Or will you take pride 
in knowing that you must be better 
than one who judges someone based 
on a cheap decoration? 

This message of tolerance is one of the most common stickers in the 
BHS parking lot. Photo by Jeffrey Zuckerman.
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college applications, and maintain-
ing leadership positions in other ac-
tivities that they don’t know what to 
do first or how to budget their time.
 Senior Dior Stevens said, “Pro-
crastination is all of my 99 problems 
and probably the 100th. It’s a huge 
issue. When you’re trying to get into 
college, homework seems so dull 
and meaningless.”
 Junior year is extremely impor-
tant, but all other years are just as
meaningful.  There are many factors 
that are taken into account on top of 
grades; however, and many people 
do not realize this.
 The key is to not let senioritis 
get the best of you.  Beeler strongly 
encourages BHS students to stay on 
task in order for the college process 
to go smoothly.  She explained that 
colleges must see final transcripts of 
students as proof that they graduated 
from high school, but they are even 
more interested in the grades and 
course overload.
 It may not be easy to have home-
work in addition to college appli-
cations, but there are still certain 

requirements for teachers and stu-
dents that are a part of each course 
that must be met. 
 Senior Jacob Tepper wrote, “I 
am spread so thin this year, I’m like 
cream cheese on a bagel. My course 
load is hard, and my extracurricular 
activities are so demanding.”
 When second semester hits, a 
bigger percentage of seniors will 
exhibit symptoms of senioritis.  
  English teacher Casey Matthews 
wrote, “I notice that typically in 
March or April, after college accep-
tance letters come in, students are 
ready to check out.”
 Senior search is a better way to 
end the senior year than sitting in a 
classroom waiting for the bell, but 
it also has deadlines of its own.
 Senior Alex Bruening said, “If I 
work hard now, it will pay off very 
shortly, so I wish I had thought about 
college more freshman year.”
 As much as Beeler does to help 
students, she knows that “in the 
end, no one can help them but them-
selves.” 

Senioritis, continued from Page 2

Staff Writer
By Dior Stephens
Beachwood School District Addresses Autism
 Imagine being unable to interpret 
other people’s emotions, finding 
it hard to communicate with your 
peers, or having trouble deviating 
from a set daily routine. Now imag-
ine trying to go through school in 
spite of these disadvantages. These 
are the challenges faced by children 
diagnosed with autism, including 
nearly thirty students in the Beach-
wood City School District. The dis-
trict employs a team of teachers, 
therapists, and aids who work hard 
to educate these students.
 Autism is one of the most hot-
button medical issues of recent 
years. According to the website of 
Autism Speaks, a national organiza-
tion dedicated to autism advocacy, 
doctors have been puzzled by the 
cause of autism since its discovery 
in 1943. More recently, controversy 
about the now-discredited link be-
tween autism and vaccines has got-
ten a lot of press coverage. The term 
autism describes a wide range of 
disabilities, sometimes referred to 
as a spectrum. The autistic spectrum 
includes people who have high-
functioning Asperger’s syndrome 
to those who are non-verbal and se-
verely impaired. These disorders are 
a lifelong struggle, and Beachwood 
staff members help students over-
come these challenges every year.
 Beachwood is a widely-ac-

ultimately, learn to be independent. 
Over forty special education staff 
members work closely with students 
with autism and other disabilities 
to help them meet their educational 
goals.
 The cost of maintaining this pro-
gram is not a small one. Last school 
year, the district spent nearly $32,000 
per student with disabilities. This 
does not include outside sources: 
Beachwood also brings in special 
therapists to assist with the teaching 
process and sends a small percent-
age of students to separate learning 
centers. These centers, such as the 
Monarch School for Autism and the 
Cleveland Clinic Center for Autism, 
can cost up to $70,000 per year. Ac-
cording to Broderick, Beachwood 
currently has four students with au-
tism placed in outside settings.
 The monetary cost for keeping up 
with the constantly evolving stan-
dards set by state and federal gov-
ernments is staggering, but they are 
standards Beachwood has met for 
several years. 
 Perhaps the most important part 
of teaching children with Autism 
is integration into society. Children 
and teens with autism have to work 
much harder to gain social skills and 
create relationships with others. The 
Jewish organization Friendship Cir-
cle tries to fill this gap by spreading 
awareness and creating friendships 

claimed district that exceeds stan-
dards in many areas, such as deaf 
and hard of hearing education, gift-
ed and talented programs and fine 
arts. However, what many people 
do not know is just how far ahead 
of the curve Beachwood is when 
it comes to special education. This 
year, Beachwood met 15 out of the 
16 goals set for students with dis-
abilities by the Ohio Department of 
Education. 
 According to Lauren Broderick, 
Director of Pupil Services, Beach-
wood students with disabilities are 
given “an appropriate curriculum 
for their age and grade level” as 
well as “access to that curriculum 
depending on their needs and abili-
ties.” Students with disabilities are 
often very different from one an-
other, and thus the curriculum for 
each student must be personalized 
to meet the individual’s specific 
needs. 
 Broderick explained that there 
are still some common goals in each 
student’s curriculum, including “a 
focus on social skill development, 
language communication develop-
ment, and pre-academic skills.” 
The teaching process begins as ear-
ly as age three with a concentrated 
focus on task-analysis and daily liv-
ing. Task analysis is used to teach 
autistic students to break down a 
task into its component parts, and 

for these kids who would otherwise 
miss out on this crucial part of the 
educational process. 
 Senior Lisa Bolman is one of 
many BHS students who participates 
in Friendship Circle. She has been in-
volved in the program for five years 
and has served as President for two 
of them. Her experience with autism 
is unique, as she spends time with 
children and teens with autism at 
their own homes. When asked about 
the most difficult part of working 
with children with autism, Bolman 
described feelings of frustration as 
well as fulfillment. “Bringing [chil-
dren with special needs] out of their 
world is difficult and frustrating. So 
try to enter their world so that they 
can be able to leave and enter our 
world,” said Bolman. When asked 
how she deals with the frustration 
that accompanies this daunting task, 
she replied, “Patience is huge.” 
  Ilana Skoff, Executive Director 
of the Milestones Autism Organiza-
tion, would like to see “tolerance for 
people who are different. A person 
with autism may see the world differ-
ently than you, they may notice dif-
ferent things than you (such as when 
things are out of order), they may be 
sensitive to different things than you 
(such as lights and sounds), but dif-
ferent is not necessarily bad… They 
are also non-judgmental and may be 
fun to be with. Be their friend.” 
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an adventure to explore wildlife and the natural 
world. Furthermore, she had the opportunity to 
visit the Inca Ruins, to go tubing in Ecuador, and 
to experience a harrowing, late night ride in the 
back of a pickup truck through the mountains...
definitely not a luxury cruise.   

While tubing in Ecuador, Wester learned 
about the challenges of inter-cultural communi-
cation. “The tubing instructor only spoke Span-
ish. I happened to be with my dad, who only 
spoke English. So I was trying to translate as best 
I could—even though my Spanish skills then 
weren’t as good as they are now. Anyway, the 

On December 7th, 2010, Google launched a 
testing program to allow regular computer us-
ers to test their new operating system: Google 
Chrome OS. An Operating System is the soft-
ware pre-installed on your laptop or desktop 
computer that allows it to run programs. Google 
installed their operating system onto a sleek 
black laptop.

Now that you have a basic background about 
the product, let me tell you a little secret: I got 
this laptop for free. No catch, no contracts, no 
later fees… completely and totally free. I was 
one of 60,000 people in the United States who 
were selected to be Google’s guinea pigs, al-
lowed to use and keep this machine called Cr-
48.  The name is derived from the element Chro-
mium, which has an isotope of 48, making it an 
unstable atom. Considering that the CR-48 is 
only a piece of test hardware, I would expect to 
have many problems, but the issues have been 
minor and I have been able to work through 
them with the help of tech support. Chrome OS 
is very stable considering that it is beta software, 
which only makes me more excited for the final 
product.

Traditionally, an operating system is built on a 
desktop interface (an interface that literally looks 
like the desktop of a businessman) to allow the 
users to easily access files and apps. However, 
this is not the case with Google Chrome OS; in-
stead of a traditional desktop (which was invent-
ed by Apple Inc. in 1983), Google Chrome OS 
is locked into Google’s Chrome web browser. 

There is no desktop interface. Files and appli-
cations are stored within Internet-based services 
instead of locally on the machine. In fact, all ap-
plications are really glorified websites; a lot of 
them beefed up with clean, simple interfaces. 

The laptop itself is very nice. The entire ma-
chine is coated in a soft rubber- even the keys. 
It has a twelve-inch screen, a full size keyboard 
(minus a caps lock key, to clean up obnoxious 
user comments on the web) a very large touch 
pad and a webcam for Google’s built- in video 
conferencing service called Google Talk. The 
machine weighs less than four pounds, and when 
compared to a traditional laptop, it’s a lot nicer 
to carry around all day. Inside the laptop is only 
a logic board. 

The one thing that I love about this laptop 
the most is its keyboard. Personally, it brings 
me back to Apple’s chicklet keyboard, and the 
appearance will definitely back up that claim. 
This is one of those keyboards you could use for 
hours without typing cramps. 

By Max Bleich

Beachcomber Writer Tests New Google Operating System
Staff Writer
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On the software spectrum, Chrome OS is 
very basic and really not anything special when 
compared to the other products currently avail-
able from Apple and Microsoft. However, one of 
the biggest goals of Chrome OS is ease of use, 
which Google does very well with this product. 
Even my grandparents were able to understand 
how it worked, and they had never used a com-
puter prior to trying out a Chrome notebook. 

In terms of speed, the laptop does a more 
than decent job of loading web pages and dis-
playing most web content. However, Adobe 
Flash is horrible on this machine. Sites like Hulu 
and YouTube have serious lag, which will take 
away from the laptop’s entertainment value. Of 
course, this is only a test machine, it’s not the 
final product. 

One thing that should be noted is the possible 
price point of the future chrome devices; its go-
ing to be low (really low). By low price, we’re 
talking about two hundred to three hundred dol-
lars, which means replacing a lost, stolen or bro-
ken machine will be relatively painless. The low 
price point is mostly due to the lack of physical 
hardware and software license. 

The Chrome Notebook is unlike anything on 
the market now; its thin, light, cheap, capable 
and user friendly. Sure, it has its flaws, but show 
me a test product that doesn’t. However, because 
this is only a preview product, I can’t make any 
sort of recommendation yet. Furthermore, this 
is honestly the first computer that keeps me less 
distracted on problems and more focused on my 
work. 

Staff Writer
By Jeffrey Zuckerman
“Oh, the Places We’ve Been” Students and Staff Learn from Travel Experiences 

Chichen Itza, a magnificent remnant of Mayan 
Civilization taken, in Mexico by Amelia Wester.

“My heart just started beating—I haven’t 
been that scared since I was a kid... I turned 
around and I heard all of this screaming... they 
were almost upon me, but at the last second, I 
stepped into a doorway, which was probably a 
stupid idea because if they had turned, there was 
nowhere else for me to go...”

Is this an excerpt from a war story? A narra-
tive from an Indiana Jones movie? No—this was 
just some of the excitement that Spanish teacher 
John Summers described of his near encounter 
with three rampaging bulls at the “Running of 
the Bulls” in Pamplona, Spain way back in July 
of 1989. 

Many BHS students and staff have had fasci-
nating travel experiences from which they have 
gained valuable lessons.

Two students have shared their fascinating 
travel stories with the Beachcomber as well. 
Over winter break, sophomore Tanner Eitman 
traveled to Costa Rica, where she had the op-
portunity to zip line through the rainforest cano-
py—a daredevil experience that most of us have 
not had. On this trip, Eitman had the pleasure 
of standing at the edge of the Poas Volcano 
that was shrouded in fog. She also encountered 
a group of howler monkeys—known to be the 
loudest animals on land. Tanner also went on a 
wild rafting trip.

On separate trips over the past three years, 
senior Amelia Wester had the time of her life in 
Ecuador, Puerto Rico, and Mexico. She espe-
cially enjoyed Ecuador. In addition to the tour-
ing, she was able to practice her already well-
developed Spanish skills. Wester liked the fact 
that this was not a typical resort vacation, but 

instructor was explaining safety procedures, and 
he was saying in Spanish ‘if there are branches 
[ramas], then wear helmets.’ However, I thought 
that he was saying, “if there are frogs [ranas], 
then wear helmets.” 

Summers summarized important lessons he 
has learned from his travels, which have includ-
ed visits to Spain, Portugal, Israel, Egypt, Latin 
America, and most recently Hawaii. Summers 
recommended that American travelers respect 
the country that they are traveling in and always 
remember that we are guests in foreign coun-
tries. After seeing the impoverished communi-
ties in Paraguay, Summers learned to appreci-
ate his good fortunes here in the United States. 
He would always try to gain an understanding 
of other cultures. Summers, who is a highly ex-
perienced language teacher, advises, “Don’t be 
afraid to use the language there. Even if it’s dif-
ficult, the native people will definitely appreci-
ate your attempt to use their language.”

For Wester, “The trips are a lot of fun to talk 
about--I guess just experiencing other cultures 
was the thing that most prepared me for col-
lege.”   

Eitman urged travelers to, “Enjoy life to its 
fullest, and take risks, because it makes life more 
interesting.”

As Summers said, “You learn something 
about yourself, too, when you travel. Like I al-
ways say, there’s a whole other world out there 
besides Beachwood, Ohio. I’m glad I traveled 
and I hope to get my kids doing the same thing 
shortly—I’ve definitely enjoyed the places I’ve 
been. ‘Oh, the places I’ve been.’” Dr. Seuss 
would agree. 

The Chrome Notebook.
Photo by Max Bleich.
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Profiles
Have you ever wanted to find out more about your classmates? This section features students from each grade, so you can learn about everything 

from their favorite midnight snack to their dating preferences. Please email The Beachcomber on FirstClass if you would like to be featured.
Photos by Sam Lowenkamp, Courtney Fishman, Asha Clark, and David Stern.

Kaulin Hooper and Asha Clark

Jake Weiss and Morgan Freidman

Allie Debeljak and David Stern

Brian Rose and Sophie Shapiro

Kaulin:
Asha came over my house on the 
weekend and my mom made ta-
cos. The next two or three times 
she came over happened to be 
taco night at the Hooper house-
hold also.

How do you feel about PDA?
Kaulin:

Hugs are acceptable but everything 
else can wait. There’s a time and place 
for everything and if you have a point 

to prove by using PDA then that af-
fection is not real or true. If you’re 

just happy with each other then people 
will see that and others will see your 

relationship in a much better light then 
if you needed PDA to show this.

Who asked who out and how?
Asha:

Kaulin asked me out. In 9th grade he 
called me on the phone and we agreed 

that we should start dating and be-
come more than friends.

Who asked who out and how?
Jake: 

I asked Morgan out. I was nervous 
about asking so my brother beat me up 

until i asked her

What Celebrity 
couple areyou 

most like?
Jake: 

Victoria and Da-
vid Beckham

 How long have you been 
dating?

Jake:
2 years

Who asked who out and how? 
Allie:
I guess he did, because it all sort of started 
when he asked me to work on an AP US project 
with him.

Explain your first kiss together.
Allie:
Well it’s a funny story sort of, but weird.  I 
had this pimple by my lip and I just didn’t 
wanna kiss him until it went away, and he 
knew that but one day he just came over my 
house and kissed me.  I guess he didn’t mind:)

Who asked who out and how?
Sophie:

 Brian asked me out either 
on facebook, through text, or over 

the phone… how romantic!

Explain your first kiss together.
Sophie:
Ellie Mayers’ couch, it was 
very… awkward

How did you guys meet?
Brian:
I rode my valiant horse, named 
Monticor, to her house and 
hopped off my steed and marched 
up to her room, where she sat by 
the window in muse looking out 
hoping for a better world, and 
i grabbed her hands and gazed 
deeply into her eyes and told her 
she forgot her math book in the 
library.

What  was your first date? 
Brian:

We went to C.P.K. together last Val-
entines Day and my glass of water 
slipped out of my hand and spilled 

all over me and we sat by the door so 
whenever someone opened the door 
all the cold air blew at my cold wet 

body... so I spent our first date 
miserable

What is your best memory together?
Jake: 

When she had sympathy pain for me 
while i was in the hospital.

So she ended up in 
the hospital too.

What Celebrity couple are you most 
like?
David: 
 Jim and Pam from the office

What  was your first date?
Allie:  
 I guess our first official date 
would have been when we went 
out to Chagrin Falls and went 
out to dinner and ice cream 
afterwards.  Then we sat by the 
falls but there was a huge spider 
and I got scared sooo we didn’t 
stay there too long.

What was your first 
date?
Asha:
We either went to 
Kaulin’s house for taco 
night, or went to the 
movies but that was three 
years ago so my mind is 
hazy.
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Arts and Entertainment

 Each year, Beachwood High 
School is graced by one “straight” 
show and one musical.  For the past 
17 years, Sheila Heyman has been 
the director of these plays and the 
adviser  of the drama club. 
 It’s difficult to describe every-
thing that drama club is about. Ac-
cording to Heyman, it really revolves 
around “acceptance.” She explains 
that “over the years, we have a cross 
section of students: athletes, shy and 
quiet types, drill team, academic 
challenge” that all meld together to 
“become a cohesive group. There 
are no longer those categories.” 
 To high school senior and vice 
president of drama club, Jordan 
Kaye, her experience has been “fan-
tastically spontaneous.” Not only is 
there the anticipation of choosing a 
show and finding out your part, but 
there is also excitement because you 
never know “how the audience is 
going to react” or “how [the play] is 
going to affect you.” 
 Junior Emily Evans, treasurer of 
the club, adds that the experience is 
“rewarding…you work so hard and 
then you get to experience all that 
hard work coming to life.” 
 Being the director for so long, 
Heyman has been able to see the 
evolution of the Drama Club. She 
mentions that although the plays 
have not changed much in content or 
technical aspects over the years, the 
culture of the cast has. Before Ms. 
Heyman came to Beachwood, the 
drama program had folded for two 

Beachwood Drama Club lost “the 
die hard, really passionate, firmly 
entrenched kids…the more experi-
enced and committed kids weren’t 
coming out for auditions anymore.” 
 Yet sometimes, people can be 
surprising. Heyman believes the 
most memorable part of being a di-
rector has been seeing kids who she 
didn’t even expect to audition grow 
from the experience. She has had 
the opportunity to “see kids levels 
of confidence grow, see their social 
interactions grow.” It’s the reason 
why, “unless there is a finite cast”, 
everyone can get a part in the cho-

years. At the school, a core of “really 
passionate theatre kids” brought the 
program back to life by approach-
ing the administration and eventu-
ally forming a search committee to 
find an advisor.
 She recalls how back then, most 
of the students involved had plans 
to go into the entertainment in-
dustry. However, when the middle 
school program died four to five 
years ago, many of the kids who 
were really passionate about theatre 
got involved with playmakers and 
Heights, and “developed tight as-
sociations with them.” In turn, the 

rus. 
 Drama Club President Ben Du-
coff can relate to Heyman’s senti-
ments. He describes how, as a fresh-
man, he “wasn’t really involved in 
anything” and “didn’t have a lot of 
friends.” He auditioned for the fall 
play and received the lead role. As 
he explains, Drama Club “opened 
the door” to a “whole social circle.” 
Additionally, as an aspiring play-
wright, director, and actor, par-
ticipation in drama club influenced 
who he has become as an artist. 
 Heyman explains that the most 
recent play, The Laramie Project, 
“was the first show in years” that 
she could put her “own spin on….I 
used to think outside the box more 
so than I have.” The Laramie Proj-
ect “fed her soul.”
 Just as the play was more than or-
dinary, Drama Club has been a more 
than ordinary experience for both 
Kaye and Evans; they praise the club 
for enriching their high school expe-
riences. Kaye gushes that “it made 
me the person that I am”, while Ev-
ans raves that the “school plays have 
added to my high school experience 
in a way unique from any other 
club.” Ducoff observes that drama 
club is “one of the most high energy 
fun things that you could ever take 
part in.”
 According to Ducoff, Drama 
Club events and plays used to be 
“the biggest thing”, the go to event. 
He emphasizes, “even though our 
popularity has dwindled in recent 
years, the quality is still there. Chi-
cago is going to be great.”

Staff Writer
By Arielle Cohen

The Evolution of Drama Club

In this photo from the Beachcomber archives, the pink ladies 
and burger palace boys pose for a picture during the BHS 

Drama Club’s production of Grease in Spring 2010.

S h a k e r 
Square is 
known as 
the place 
“ w h e r e 
Cleveland 
and Shaker 
H e i g h t s 
m e e t ” . 
This area 
offers a 
variety of 
dining op-

tions as well as other destinations.
 According to a plaque outside of 
Dave’s Market, the area’s grocery 
store, Shaker Square is the second 
oldest planned shopping district in 
the nation and the first in Ohio. The 
square also plays host as the center of 
the largest concentration of housing 
complexes in Cleveland. Originally 
the Moreland Circle or Moreland 

this is not your typical theater. An 
added bonus to going to this theater, 
besides gaining some culture, is that 
if you wish to see a 3-D movie and 
plan to see it on a Wednesday, there 
is no extra charge for seeing a 3-D 
movie.
 After you’ve seen the movie of 
your choice, you’re probably going 
to be hungry, provided you skipped 
out on popcorn and soda. Fortunate-
ly for you, Shaker Square has nu-
merous places to eat. If you would 
like something more casual, Yours 
Truly is the place for you. With a 
diner-esque decor and simple menu, 
this is a good place to go for a com-
fortable meal. If you’d rather eat at a 
more high-end establishment, go to 
Fire: Food and Drink. At Fire, you 
are offered many classic American 
Dinners that are all prepared fresh 
and to your liking. 
 Suppose you’d like to try some-
thing different and authentic. If this 

Courts, the area was constructed in 
1927-1929. In fact, Shaker Square 
was originally supposed to be a cir-
cle but was changed to an octagon 
to accommodate parking. Many of 
the things that stand today were in-
cluded in the original plans, such as 
the market and theater. 
 So what is there to do on an eve-
ning at Shaker Square? Well, I sug-
gest you start at the theater and see a 
movie. The theater has just as much 
history as Shaker Square itself. Ac-
cording to the Cleveland Cinemas 
website, the Shaker Square Cinema 
was formerly known as the Colony 
Theater and in 2000, underwent ex-
tensive renovations. 
 Although the cinema underwent 
a large number of renovations, it is 
obvious when you walk in that the 
building is old. The decorations 
and paintings on the walls are very 
reminiscent of older times, and the 
large winding steps suggest that 

is the case, then go to Zanzibar, an 
upscale soul food restaurant with 
menu items such as Fried Green To-
matoes, Chicken and Waffles, and 
Kool-Aid in a Mason Jar. 
 I hope you saved room for dessert. 
After dinner head over to Dewey’s 
Coffee and The Popcorn Shop, yes 
the same as the one in Chagrin Falls. 
In order to get to the Popcorn Shop 
you have to enter from Dewey’s, the 
two shops are connected. If you’d 
like to go to Dewey’s the menu is 
the same as the Phoenix Coffee, with 
popular items such as the “Speed-
ball” and the “Milky Way.” At the 
Popcorn Shop you will find classics 
such as Superman Ice Cream and 
Orange Sherbet. In addition, you 
will find classic coffee-house seat-
ing with numerous cushioned chairs 
dotted over the establishment. 
 No matter which shop you choose 
to order from, you won’t be disap-
pointed. 

Staff Writer
By Rachael Silver
Shaker Square Offers History, Culture
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 I had my mouth grilled the other 
day. 
 No, I’m not trying to follow in 
the footsteps of Lil’ Wayne or Fla-
vor Flav. I was able to experience an 
old time favorite brought to a new 
level of perfection: a grilled cheese 
sandwich at Melt. 
 Forget about the grilled cheese 
your mother made you.
 I had heard nothing but good 
things about Melt. The only nega-
tive thing I had heard was that many 
customers have had a long wait for 
a table. I was told to expect at least 
a 30-minute wait before the restau-
rant opens… the average wait being 
two hours. But I walked into the res-
taurant around lunchtime and was 
greeted first by the aroma of sweet 
unhealthy goodness. Second, by a 
man with a large frame, heavily cov-
ered in tattoos. His presence made 
me a little uneasy, but this feeling 
quickly went away when he offered 
me a window seat. No two-hour wait 
for me.
 To my left, older couples were 
taking in the surroundings, as I was: 

a permanent mark of his devotion to 
grilled cheese. Or maybe just a last-
ing devotion to cheap discounted 
food. Anyone daring enough to get 
the tattoo is guaranteed 25% off 
their meals at Melt for the rest of 
their life.    
 What did I order? A sandwich 
named “The Breakfast Club”. It was 
a piece of art named after the 1985 

drowning in a sea of tattoo ink and 
walls plastered with this month’s 
special, glass art and bud light post-
ers.  
 To my right was a man biting 
into “the Parmageddon” a sand-
wich filled with two gigantic cheese 
pierogies, sauerkraut and grilled 
onions. I noticed that his arm had a 
tattoo of a grilled cheese sandwich: 

movie. It’s a simple sandwich: fried 
eggs, bacon and American cheese 
squeezed between two hearty slic-
es of bread. It’s what’s done next 
that makes the sandwich fantastic. 
Dipped in pancake batter and then 
sprinkled with captain crunch, the 
sandwich is then fried to a golden 
perfection. All that’s left are two 
pixy stix conveniently hugging 
both sides of this monstrosity of a 
sandwich. 
 The best part is knowing that 
you’ll be able to satisfy both your 
hunger and your wallet. The most 
expensive sandwich only amounts 
to thirteen bucks, and the meal in-
cludes a side of fries and coleslaw. 
One thing you probably won’t be 
able to satisfy, however, is your 
doctor. In just one sitting alone, 
you can easily consume your 2000 
calories for the day.
 Everyone should check out 
Melt. With this cold winter weath-
er lasting far too long, what better 
way to satisfy your hunger than to 
eat a warm gooey grilled cheese 
sandwich?

Staff Writer
By Anna Swanson

Melt in Your Mouth: Revolutionizing Grilled Cheese

The Breakfast Club Sandwich (not kosher), a two-day special at Melt 
inspired by the 1985 film. Photo by Anna Swanson

Staff Writer
By Or Bairey-Sehayek

Coen Brothers Deliver Again with “True Grit”

    
 Joel and Ethan Coen have always 
made films that leave the viewer 
with a sense of incompletion--even-
frustration--at the end. Their most 
recent film, “True Grit,” which is set 
in the Old West, does just that. The 
film follows a fourteen year old girl 
named Mattie Ross (Hailee Stein-
feld) on her quest to avenge her fa-
ther’s murder. With the help of U.S. 
Marshall Reuben “Rooster” C. Cog-
burn (Jeff Bridges) and a slightly 
foolish Texas Ranger known simply 
as LaBoeuf (Matt Damon) embark 
on a seat-of-the-pants adventure 
into austere Indian territory to find 
the murderer.
 Although the condensed plot 
makes it sound less like a 2010 
blockbuster and more like a John 
Wayne film (who played in the origi-
nal “True Grit” in 1969), it was nev-
er intended to be the movie’s strong 
point. It is the spectacular aesthet-
ics, acting and cinematography that 
ring the true calling card of the Coen 
brothers.
 Steinfeld does beautifully as 
the stubborn tomboy Mattie Ross, 
her first role ever in a major mo-
tion film. Her interaction with the 
equally gravelly, obdurate personal-
ity of Jeff Bridges’s Marshall Cog-
burn seems as real as a two-hour on-
screen relationship can be.
 Bridges plays his role like he was 
born to be Rooster C. Cogburn him-
self: his imposing figure, cowboy 
boots and leather galore, an unkempt 
beard and a tobacco habit portray 

the ultimate Western justice warrior 
in the same way that Johnny Depp 
was meant to be Jack Sparrow.
 Throughout the film are dot-
ted small scenes and events that, 
although infuriatingly inconse-
quential to the rest of the plot, add 
another dimension of authenticity 
by portraying what life was like in 
mid-1800s western America. For 
instance, in their journey Ross and 
Cogburn run into a medicine man 
who is carrying a corpse on a mule. 
Very few words were exchanged, 
and the scene ends with the strange 
man saying, in classic Western 
drawl, “The body? I wee-ill entur-
tain a bargain - for the rest of hee-
im,” followed abruptly by a polite 
refusal from Cogburn.
 The only really unsatisfactory 
points of the movie were those that 
characterize Coen brothers films as 
an acquired taste - although the film 
runs a healthy hundred and ten min-
utes on-screen, most viewers are 
left with one resounding thought by 
the denouement: “What?”
 However, something could be 
said for the complexity of the dia-
logue - the Coen brothers went to 
such lengths to ensure it stayed true 
to the period that they may have 
alienated audiences with little pa-
tience for deciphering the some-
times incomprehensible, rapid 
speech.
 All things considered, the Coens 
did an excellent job of converting 
Charles Portis’s 1968 novel to film 
in a cinematic period of poor pro-
ducing without sacrificing any of its 
stark mood.
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Six Fantastic Underrated Songs with Great Bass
Staff Writer

By Jared Skoff

This morning I woke up with butterflies in my _________! My vision _________ with _________ hearts and secret 

admirers. As I walked past the lockers, I noticed a perfumed _________ taped to mine. It smelled like _________, and 

I quickly read the _________ letter in front of my friend, _________. I knew immediately whose writing it was: the 

love of my life, _________. For the rest of my day, I floated on a _________, and when I met my “secret admirer” after 

_________’s class, I received a _________ kiss.

(body part) (Verb ending in -ed) (color)

(Noun) (Plural noun)

(Teacher’s name)

(BHS student) (Noun)

(Disease)

(Adjective)

MAD LIBS- VALENTINE’S EDITION Brought to you by Amnon Carmi

(Name of friend)

I Need More Love – Robert Ran-
dolph & The Family Band, 2003, 

Unclassified
Columbus native Danyel Morgan 
rips into the opening bassline, which 
carries the whole song.  Robert Ran-
dolph’s innovative pedal steel guitar 
playing gives the traditional country 

instrument a new, funky voice.

Pusherman – Curtis Mayfield, 1972, 
Super Fly

This song, from the soundtrack of 
seventies blaxploitation film Super 
Fly, is heavy with social commen-
tary and has a constant grooving 
bassline.  In fact, the social rele-
vance of Mayfield’s lyrics through-
out the soundtrack made this album 

a groundbreaking period piece.

Classical Thump – Victor Wooten, 
1996, A Show of Hands

Wooten consistently amazes with 
this classical music medley played 
entirely on bass, using his trademark 
“open hammer pluck” technique.  
A variant jam on the same melody 
can be found under the same name 
on the album Thunder by S.M.V., 
which features Wooten playing with 
fellow bass virtuosos Marcus Miller 

and Stanley Clarke.

Dukey Treats – George Duke, 2008, 
Dukey Treats

The bass on this track is almost too 
funky to handle.  Legendary key-
boardist George Duke’s synth and 
clavinet bass accompanies Byron 
Miller’s bass guitar.  Words cannot 
fully capture the level of funk; take 

a listen for yourself.

Son of Mr. Green Genes – Frank Zap-
pa, 1969, Hot Rats

Wait until you have nine minutes 
free and then listen to this song all 
the way through.  This instrumental 
song transitions through several dif-
ferent melodies, carried by different 
solid bass progressions (check out the 
walking bass parts), and Zappa’s out-

standing guitar solos.

Mighty High – Jerry Garcia Band, 
1976, Don’t Let Go

In this cover, Jerry Garcia maintains 
the basic gospel and R&B elements 
of this 1975 disco hit by a gospel 
quartet, but the band truly makes it 
their own.  John Kahn’s bass holds 
the track together and gives the 
song a soulful progression.  Keith 
Godchaux, the keyboardist for the 
Grateful Dead at the time, brings 
the song to another level in his har-

monies with Garcia’s guitar.

As the rhythmic anchor of any song, the bass guitar is an essential instrument in a 
musical genre.  Along with percussion, the bass is responsible for the beat, the foun-
dation.  A solid bassline can make or break a song.  This is a list of underappreciated 

songs from a range of eras and genres, each one bringing out the best of what the 
bass was meant to do.

The Beachcomber is:
• Editor in Chief: Sam Lowenkamp
• Layout Editor (Print): Amnon Carmi 
• News Editor: Courtney Fishman
• Features Editors: Jared Skoff
• A&E Editor:  Rachael Silver
• Sports Editor: Scott Janovitz
• Editorial Assistants: Max Bleich and
 Jeffrey Zuckerman
• Adviser: Josh Davis

The Beachcomber, through its editorial pages, provides an open forum for student expres-
sion. This newspaper is equally dedicated to affording an opportunity to all BHS students, 
staff, alumni, parents, and community residents to express their opinions on these pages. All 
unsigned editorials appearing in The Beachcomber represent the opinions of the editorial 
board. They do not necessarily reflect the views of the student body, the staff, or the admin-
istration of Beachwood High School. The Beachcomber welcomes all letters to the editor, 
whether critical, complimentary, or informative. They must be signed, although names will 
be withheld upon request in cases that may be awkward or embarrassing to the writer. Letters 
should be addressed to The Beachcomber, 25100 Fairmount Blvd., Beachwood, OH, 44122, 
or delivered to the editors or a secretary in the main office, attention Sam Lowenkamp. To 
contact Beachcomber adviser Josh Davis, please email him at jmd@beachwoodschools.org
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Opinion
 Today, we live in the “social net-
work,” a system in which everyone 
can connect with each other at any 
given moment and talk about abso-
lutely nothing. 
 We have progressed to the point, 
where we can all waste our time 
scrolling through mini-feeds. In this 
day and age, nothing is more ful-
filling to us than reading the sappy 
music lyrics that fill our statuses, 
liking them, commenting on them, 
and liking our own comments. And 
of course you have those who try 
their hands at experimental poetry, 
preaching their deep, no-one-under-
stands-me emotions, or confessing 
love to someone that isn’t you or 
me. Frankly, it’s embarrassing. 
 Privacy serves more than one 
purpose. It is not only to protect our 
rights as free individuals entitled to 
our own lives, but also to protect ev-
eryone around us from our thoughts. 
A vast majority of what we think 
and feel in day-to-day life… Well, 
no one cares. 
 There is simply too much to care 
about in addition to our own prob-
lems, and this has always been a 
respected natural law. But the gate 
between our thoughts and the peo-
ple around us is dissolving. With 
the power to publicly gush every 
moment of our lives, the temptation 

the time strangers who are your fa-
cebook friends are tuned in to what 
goes on in your life. This is not to 
say that these strangers are all stalk-
ers who inappropriately llok at pri-
vate information, because to some 
facebook friend out there, you are a 
stranger, too. The point is that this 
loose interpretation of the word 
“friends” has opened our Facebook 
homepages and our time spent on 
them to a lot of irrelevant informa-
tion about people we don’t really 
know. If you feel stupid now, take 
a breather and get ready for the next 
big picture…
 Taking photos helps us preserve 
memories in a form that can be stored 
in an album and reflected upon in lat-
er years to come. This activity serves 
its purpose on Facebook as well, 
however instead of using Facebook 
to display our pictures, we take pic-
tures to display them on Facebook. 
For example, someone might spend 
an hour taking photos of their face 
from just the right angle with just 
the right expression and make up. 
Ladies and gentlemen, we might be 
experiencing some pressure on our 
self-image. That doesn’t follow the 
friendly concept of sharing who you 
are with your social group. Remem-
ber the day you decided to make a 
new profile picture for yourself? 
Count how many photos it took to 
get it “just right.”

is too great. As a result we begin 
to lose perspective on what really 
should matter. If one looks inde-
pendently at a few of the major ele-
ments that make up Facebook and 
how they affect us, I think it could 
be an eye opening experience.
 To begin with, let us explore the 
phenomenon known as the “face-
book friend.” When one looks at his 
or her social life (the one situated 
in reality), it is safe to assume that 
we are not friends or friendly with 
so many hundreds of people. And 
I’m talking about friends who we 
want to know our personal infor-
mation and daily happenings, and 
who have relevance to our lives. 
“Friending” every guy or girl you 
meet at a party in another city does 
not necessarily mean you want to be 
in touch with him or her. When you 
make one your friend on Facebook, 
this person is now free to, in many 
cases, browse your photos and wit-
ness your interactions with other 
people. Of course there are privacy 
settings to manage this, but many 
people don’t bother with them, 
and if you do pay close attention to 
who sees your information and who 
does not, maybe it is a better option 
not to friend the person in the first 
place. 
 In general, it is very difficult to 
keep online information private in 
a social network, so a majority of 

 This picture plague takes its toll 
on more than just a personal level. 
At social events, you might hear a 
group of kids yell out, “Stop and 
make a goofy face, we’re putting 
this on Facebook!” The whole night 
is spent with people in conversa-
tion, spontaneously glitching every 
once in a while like a frozen com-
puter screen (don’t you just hate that 
when you’re on Facebook?) in front 
of camera flashes. The result is a ton 
of glam-pose shots for you and your 
friends to go home and comment on, 
minutes after you were just hanging 
out.
 In addition to these negative 
qualities, Facebook has developed 
great opportunities for the world. It 
is an incredible achievement to have 
a means of connecting so many peo-
ple to one network. Keeping in touch 
has never been easier, and a new age 
of collaboration has emerged. As a 
result, we improve one of the most 
important activities that enhance our 
world: sharing ideas.
 Facebook has its advantages, but 
currently among our young adult 
population it is too easily abused. 
Become more aware of how much 
time you spend stamping yourself 
into the two-dimensional computer 
screen. It is not to uphold moral 
rules of conduct, but simply to make 
good use of your precious time.

Layout Editor
By Amnon Carmi

The Social Fretwork: Reflecting on Life in the Age of Facebook

The Sisterhood of the Traveling Bison
Layout Editor

By Amnon Carmi
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Are You a Cheater?
Do you use Sparknotes? Some students believe that it is a form of cheating, and a debate ensues between the 

opposing schools of thought.

Using SparkNotes is Wrong

surely you’re just as smart as they 
were.
 At any rate, reading adulter-
ated versions of great works 
of literature violates the 
very spirit of English. By 
doing so, you miss out 
on the challenge of 
communing with 
the authors who 
painstakingly 
selected each 
and every 
word to 
convey 
g r e a t 

 Let’s be honest: everyone has 
used SparkNotes at one time or an-
other in their academic careers. Us-
ing this concise, obliging, and in-
formative resource is a temptation 
very few could resist. It won’t tell 
on you for doing so, it has brief but 
informational summaries of gargan-
tuan books, and it spoon-feeds you 
analyses that require no independent 
thought whatever – just read and re-
peat in class the next day. 
 Now, I’m not saying SparkNotes 
is completely repugnant. Using 
SparkNotes as a study tool to re-
fresh your memory and recap the 
major points of a book before a test 
is a perfectly legitimate practice that 
should be encouraged. 
 However, it crosses the line when 
you read the SparkNotes of a book 
instead of the actual thing. Call me 
crazy, but I think that Shakespeare 
loses a little something when trans-
lated into plain English, especially 
when the writing doesn’t even need 
translation. Does “The whole world 
is a stage, and all the men and wom-
en merely actors” have the same 
ring to it as “All the world’s a stage,/
And all the men and women merely 
players”? I think not. Sure, some 
of Shakespeare’s references require 
explanation, but he wrote his plays 
for commoners back in the 1500s; 

themes about life and the human 
condition. Some people have found 
so many complexities and layers 
and so much detail in the classics 
that they write entire books decon-
structing the classics’ intricacies. If 
you don’t even read whatever book 
is assigned, how can you pick up on 
any of its subtleties?
 Similarly, robotically memoriz-
ing analyses written by some hack 
who couldn’t make it in the real 
world of literary criticism deprives 
you of the opportunity to come up 
with your own interpretations of the 
books you’re reading. You’re los-
ing the chance to think critically and 
reason things out, and it will only 
hurt you in the future, when it’s time 
to find employment. Many jobs re-
quire the type of thoughtfulness 
and devotion to detail that the 
study of literature develops. 
 Finally, when you just 
parrot what you read on-
line during class dis-
cussions, you  sound 
phony and unorigi-
nal. Please, spare 
everyone the 
agony of lis-
tening to 
a Spar-
kNotes 
analy-
sis – 
n o 

matter how insightful, it’s not 
yours.
 Do yourself and everyone else 
a favor by actually reading the 
books that are assigned. A 
little hard work never hurt 
anyone. Take the first 
step towards cultivat-
ing your work ethic 
by recognizing the 
need to stop us-
ing 
SparkNotes.

By Scott Remer
Staff Writer

Library Assistant 
Paige Dudley

“I think it would be just 
another resource. It’s 
supposed to help you. 
It’s like asking your 

friend for help. It can 
be good or bad depend-
ing on the student. But 
nothing replaces read-

ing the book itself.”

English Teacher 
Nicole Majercak

“It depends on what capacity 
the student uses it. If you use it 
to replace your reading then 
yes, it is cheating, but if you 
are reading and annotating 

and using it as an ad-
ditional tool to expand 

your understanding of 
the reading, then it’s 

ok.”

Junior Noah Ickowicz
It depends—I think if you’re 
confused about the reading 
at hand you have your full 
right to go and seek addi-

tional help.

Senior Alec Jacober
“It’s a good supplement. You 

have to read the book first 
then sparknotes, and then it’ll 

help you out. It’s not cheat-
ing because teachers can just 

make tests harder.”

Using SparkNotes is Just Fine

never provide anywhere close to 
all of the details of a story. Imagine 
if somebody skipped history class 
every day and only read a sum-
mary of the events that occurred 
during any given time period. They 
would never be able to discuss the 
intricacies of a time period in any 
educated or comprehensive way. 
Similarly, if somebody has only 
read the summary of a book, they 
will not know any of the details of 
the story. And even if SparkNotes 
provides details in its summary, 
any teacher can access SparkNotes 
just as easily as any student can. 
Unless an English teacher is only 
concerned with a student knowing a 
“SparkNotes summary” of a novel, 
they should never give a test or quiz 

lieve that English class is a little bit 
of both. SparkNotes do not have 
to undermine either one of these 

analysis” of a novel only goes skin 
deep. It does not present any origi-
nal or “deep” thematic analysis of a 
novel. If a teacher truly understands 
the novel they are teaching, they 
will certainly expect far more out 
of students than the SparkNotes 
analysis provides. If a teacher al-
lows a student to receive a high 
score on an essay that only goes 
as deep as a SparkNotes analysis, 
they are probably teaching their 
class wrong. SparkNotes does not 
provide the depth of analysis that 
a student should be reaching in a 
high scoring essay. Therefore, in a 
well-planned English class, Spar-
kNotes should not have the ability 
to significantly raise a student’s 
grade. In fact, SparkNotes should 
be used by teachers as an aid or a 
guide to the material. Many novels 
and plays are written in strange 
styles or use abnormal diction that 
students are not familiar with. It 
is very difficult--sometimes near 
impossible--for a student to analyze 
material of which they don’t even 
understand the content. Teachers 
could be using SparkNotes to help 
students understand the basic con-
tent of a novel before they attempt 
to reach a deep level of analysis.
 No self-respecting English 
teacher should ever fear that their 
students use SparkNotes; instead 
they should use SparkNotes as an 
aid to their teaching.

which 
could 

be 
passed 

without 
having read the 

book. If a quiz 
only tests students 

on the events of a 
novel on a SparkNotes 

level, then any student 
who has only read Spar-

kNotes deserves to receive a 
high quiz grade.

  Similarly, the “SparkNotes 

func-
tions.

 Spar-
kNotes 

are not very 
useful tools. 

Sure, they’re 
good for a quick 

review before a test, 
but the “SparkNotes 

summary” of a book 
does not include any of 

the real details of a novel. 
A brief overview of a long-

-or even a short--chapter can 

What 
is the 

purpose 
of Eng-

lish class? 
Some believe 

the purpose is 
to teach students 

about culture. Some 
believe English class 

should help a student 
practice the logical and 

analytical thought necessary 
to analyze a novel. Many be-

Editor in Chief
By Sam Lowenkamp
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Sports

At publication, senior wrestling 
captain Alec Jacober is ranked 
second in the state. His determina-
tion on and off the mat has given 
him the opportunity to become 
state champion in the 130-pound 
class.  
 Beachwood wrestling 
coach Dugan Bentley said,  [“Ja-
cober is] certainly wrestling well 
enough to have a real chance at 
a state title.” His improvements 
this year have not gone unnoticed. 
“He’s been leading in workouts 
and has been working harder than 
he’s ever worked,” added Bentley. 
“He is definitely one of the best 
Beachwood wrestlers in terms of 
toughness.”
 Jacober explained that 
the support he receives from his 
teammates “makes everything a 
lot easier.”
 Junior Val Kovalenko hopes to 
model his senior year on Ja-
cober’s success. “He has swag 

 Juniors David Shapiro and Aaron 
Friedman also believe that Jacober 
is a model wrestler. According to 
Shapiro, “his passion for excellence 
drives the rest of the team.” 
“He’s our inspiration,” echoed 
Friedman.
 “I think I lead by example. I’m de-
termined and I try the best I can to 
keep my teammates loose, cracking 
jokes and things like that, “ Jacober 
said. 
 Sophomore and sister 
Bridgette Jacober explained, “Al is 
different from other wrestlers be-
cause his determination is endless. 
He can take a loss and learn from 
it and apply it. Every year I realize 
that his technique has grown.” 
 Will Jacober’s success final-
ly call more attention to Beachwood 
wrestling? “I honestly don’t know,” 
said Friedman. “But no matter what 
happens, us wrestlers are there for 
each other, and that’s all that mat-
ters.”

Sports Editor
By Scott Janovitz

Jacober Wrestles His Way to Success

The varsity girls’ basketball team 
has been making waves this season. 
With a regular season record of 15-
4, the girls have won the CVC and 
have shown that they must be taken 
seriously. Despite a controversy sur-
rounding two players who were de-
clared ineligible, the girls and their 
coaches have stayed focused on 
their game. 
 The last home game was on 
Wednesday, Feb. 9, against Lake 
Ridge Academy, ending with a 58-
63 loss. But this didn’t bring their 
spirits down. As they told the Beach-
comber at the beginning of the sea-
son, they are a family and continue 
to bond and grow together through 
wins and losses. At the opening 
buzzer, the starters (Mikah Aldrige, 
Mercedes Hudson, Krystal Pearson, 
Mariah Parker and Maya Eddie) 
were ready to shake things up. 
 Midway through the game was 
as intense as they come, with fans 
on either side of the bleachers root-
ing for their team. Though they were 
unable to pull through at the end, 
many parents, faculty and fans were 
there to support them. The girls 
truly pushed themselves during this 
game. The top scorers were Aneisha 
Hardin with 24 points and Mercedes 
Hudson with 16 points. 
 The girls went on to win their last 
game of the season on Tuesday, Feb. 

team motivated this year, such as 
“Stay Burke-tough,” a reference to 
their new coach Melvin Burke, and 
“if you make a mistake…so what?” 
revealing a no-nonsense attitude that 
allows players to focus on the next 
play.
 But the girls’ amazing record is 
not the only news making its way 
around Beachwood. Recently, two 
varsity girls players were ruled in-
eligible by the Ohio High School 
Athletic Association due to inac-
curate information in their transfer 
documents.

15th against Independence.
 Senior Maya Eddie described the 
team as “ambitious.” She said, “We 
are ambitious because we strive to 
be the best, but we are also hum-
ble because we know that it takes 
work to get there.” Eddie, who has 
been on the team since her fresh-
man year, and has welcomed sev-
eral new players onto the team this 
year, explained that the team has 
learned to grow with their strengths 
and control their weaknesses this 
year. Eddie also shared some of the 
inspiring slogans that have kept the 

 Athletic Director Ryan Peters 
described this situation as “unfortu-
nate, considering the amount of time 
and energy they’ve spent, as well as 
the success the team has experienced 
this season.” He continued, “I only 
wish the best for our student athletes 
and it is unfortunate that this hap-
pened.”
 Peters emphasized that the ath-
letic department has done thorough 
checks to make sure that they are 
in compliance with OHSAA rules. 
“The two ineligible students have 
satisfied the Beachwood City School 
District’s residency requirements. 
The High School administrative 
team has made every effort to ensure 
the our transfer students have met the 
Beachwood residency requirements, 
and these two students met these 
requirements,” Peters said. Though 
the girls are willing to appeal their 
decision in front of the OHSAA Re-
view Board, it will be difficult. The 
OHSAA rarely overtunes an intial 
determination; however, the girls 
and their families are hopeful.

 The girls’ basketball team won 
their first ever Chagrin Valley Con-
ference Championship this past 
Monday as they defeated the Inde-
pendence Blue Devils. This is the 
first girls’ basketball conference 
championship in school history.

Staff Writer
By Emily Ganz

Girls’ Basketball Team Overcomes Obstacles

From Left, Junior Krystal Pearson, Sophomore Mercedes Hudson, and 
Senior Maya Eddie. Photo by Scott Janovitz.

Senior Alec Jacober watches while listening to his iPod. 
Photo by Scott Janovitz.

going to give him a big hug when 
he wins.”

on the mat and off the mat, and I 
admire that,” said Kovalenko. “I’m 
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