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 On Thursday,  Nov. 18th,  BHS alum-
ni, Russel “Rusty” Sneiderman was held 
at gunpoint and murdered when drop-
ping off his son at preschool in Dun-
woody, Georgia. 
 According to news reports, Sneider-
man, 36, was shot multiple times while 
getting into his car after taking his two-
year-old son Ian to Dunwoody Prep Pre-
school at around 9 a.m. He was brought 
to the Atlanta Medical Center where he 
was later pronounced dead. 
 A motive for Sneiderman’s murder 
has not been discovered; however, the 
police believe it was an intentional hit. 
Investigators have not been able to un-
cover a surveillance video, and while 
many people heard the shot, no one was 
at the scene of the crime. 
 According to an article in the Atlan-
tic Journal-Constitution, Casey Jordan, 
a criminologist and professor at Western 
Connecticut State University believes 
“that the killer either had a vendetta 
against Sneiderman or was a hired gun 
who knew how to make it away after 
the crime. This man took precautions to 
make sure he fit the description of thou-

was always having a 
backyard footballor 
basketball game,” 
recollects Athletic 
Director and class-
mate Ryan Peters.
 He mainly 
wrote news articles 
such as: BHS getting 
apple computers for 
desktop publishing 
and the 1992 levy for 
the school district. 

While a freshman at IU, Sneiderman sent 
a letter to the editor and accredited his 
success at college to The Beachcomber. 
“The skills I learned in the classroom are 
making my academic life at IU easier, 
but the things that are most valuablein 
dealing with other people are the skills 
I learned in JCWA and on The Beach-
comber,” wrote Sneiderman. “They 
taught me how to deal with people of 
all backgrounds, work together, and be-
come their friends.” 
 Both Lader and Peters were shocked 
to learn about Sneiderman’s murder.
 “I was driving to Lowes home cen-
ter...” said Lader. “I got a text on my 
phone and I though it was my wife re-

sands of people and thou-
sands of cars,” Jordan said.
 The murderer has not been 
located, but it was discovered 
that he drove a silver dodge 
minivan with a missing li-
cense plate. Someone who 
saw the killer driving away 
identified him “as about 30 
years old with a dark beard 
and dark hair, and a height of 
about 5’10 to 5’11” according 
to an article on the Associated 
Content web site. 
 Sneiderman was an extremely ac-
complished man who graduated from 
Indiana University, and had a MBA 
from Harvard Business School. He was 
very involved in philanthropy and served 
on the steering committee for Wish For 
Wendy, as well as many other boards.
 Jamie Lader, Science teacher and 
classmate of Sneiderman’s, explained 
that he was “Just a truly great person. I 
even aspired to be a lot like Rusty when 
I was his age. I admired how he had so 
many friends and was so brilliant.”
 “Rusty was editor-in-chief of the 
Beachcomber, and one of the best on 
JCWA. He wasn’t the best athlete, but he 

minding me to pick up something else, 
so I looked at the phone when I got to 
the next traffic light. Anyway, I looked 
at the phone and it was a text from Ryan 
Peters. He had texted me to let me know 
that Rusty had been shot and killed ear-
lier in the day.  I did everything I could to 
not ‘lose’ it. I was absolutely numb.”
 Sneiderman was the first classmate 
that died from the class of 1992 and al-
most everyone inthe class was notified 
about what happened by the end of the 
day on Nov. 18th.
 “The one thing that was really nice 
was that our whole class rallied together. 
Everyone just wants to talk about it. Our 
class coming together just shows what a 
great community Beachwood is,” said 
Peters.
 Sneiderman’s murder is still under 
investigation, and police are currently 
looking into his business and commu-
nity service work in hopes of finding a 
motive that would have triggered this 
incident.
 “I hope this murder is not his legacy,” 
said Peters. “His legacy will be his chil-
dren and his family. Business wise, intel-
ligence wise, that’s what he’ll be remem-
bered for.”

By Courtney Fishman
1992 Beachcomber Editor-in-Chief Murdered

News Editor
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BHS Speech and Debate: A National Contender

Coach Nicole Majercak and Debate team members show off their medals 
at the George Mason University Tournament in Virginia. 

Photo by Don Majercak

By Haley Marblestone
Staff Writer

Russel Sneiderman

 On a recent Thursday before a tour-
nament, debate team members told 
jokes, researched, laughed, and held 
practice rounds. The atmosphere was 
unlike anything else I have experienced.  
Never having attended a debate practice, 
I was overwhelmed: my head turning 
from one debater to the next, trying to 
keep up as they argued the issue of cy-
ber-bullying. One debater stood in front 
of the room with a computer in one hand 
and papers in the other. His speech was 
polished, showing a tremendous amount 
of preparation. It turned out that he was 
competing in public forum, one of many 
debate events. He had only been given 
the topic a few weeks before, and he al-
ready sounded like an expert.  
 Coach Nicole Majercak explained 
that extemporaneous speaking is, “a skill 
you truly have to learn.” This was my 

first exposure to the debate subculture.
 The University of Emory Barkley 
Forum is one of the most prestigious 
debate tournaments in the country. In 
December, Beachwood had two teams 

qualify for public forum and one com-
petitor in student congress.  This is quite 
an accomplishment considering the BHS 
speech and debate team is so young.
 Four years ago, Matt Baron, now a 

freshman at Northwestern University, 
restarted the Debate club after a long dor-
mancy.  It was a slow start, with only four 
members in the first year. In the last two 
years the team has flourished, with over 
40 current members. Despite her lack of 
experience, Majercak has led the team 
to success. She took every opportunity 
she could to learn about debate. Victor 
Tse now considers her to be, “extremely 
qualified.” Speech has really taken off 
this year as well, with sophomore Jessie 
Gill winning many trophies for her out-
standing performances in humorous in-
terpretation and dramatic interpretation.
 Lately, the club has been nationally 
recognized. Five students received bids 
to go to the Tournament of Champions. 
The team placed fourth at a Cleveland 
District Tournament at Vermillion High 
School, two teams placed in the top 16 
out of 102 at George Mason University 

Continued on pg. 2
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 You see them every day - slumped 
over binders and notebooks, lean-
ing back with their mouths hang-
ing open, bleary-eyed and irritable. 
You’ll throw a paper ball at them, 
shriek in their ear, or just sit back 
and watch as the teacher strides over 
and asks, “Are you with us?”
 Students have been falling asleep 
in class for as long as anyone can 
remember, but according to a 2006 
survey by the National Sleep Foun-
dation, in-class catnapping is inter-
fering with education. Nationwide, 
twenty-eight percent of high school 
students fall asleep in school at least 
once a week, and fourteen percent 
of students are late to school at least 
once weekly because of problems 
getting up in the morning, compared 
to twenty and eleven percent in 
1996, respectively. 
 Although teenagers are at the 
most biologically energetic time in 
their lives, they are frequently tired 
due to sleep deprivation - a combi-

Staff Writer
By Or Bairey-Sehayek
On Your Deskbed: Why do Students Sleep in Class?

nation of early school starting times 
and a tendency to stay up late means 
that on average, fifty-nine percent of 
all high school students claim they 
don’t catch enough z’s. Parents, it 
seems, are unaware of this, as ninety 
percent of them believe their chil-
dren have no sleep-related troubles.
 According to Mary Carskadon, a 
sleep researcher quoted in the Sleep 
Foundation study, further explora-
tion of the tendency to stay up late 
reveals that teenagers’ “forbidden 
zones” (the time of day we are in-
capable of falling asleep because 
we have too much energy) begin in 
the evening when they need to sleep 
the most. This can be repaired, she 
explained, with gradual changes to 
teens’ sleep schedules.
 Sophomore Ryan Cira said that 
first period is usually when he has 
trouble staying awake, and he attrib-
uted this to lack of sleep. When asked 
why he doesn’t simply go to sleep 
earlier at night, he simply shrugged 
and said, “I don’t know - I just get 
caught up doing other things.” 

 Junior Val Kovalenko agreed. 
According to Kovalenko, his lack 
of sleep can be attributed to often 
“staying up too late doing home-
work, playing Runescape until three 
in the morning, and working on [his] 
abs.”
 Junior Ari Rabinowitz added, “ I 
have slept in class. Sometimes peo-
ple fall asleep in class because the 
topic they are learning is not impor-
tant.”
 A few of our teachers are ex-
pressing concerns about the serious 
sleep debt students work up during 
the week. 
 English teacher Todd Butler ex-
plained his thoughts in an email, “It 
is a behavior quite consistent with 
the attitude of the student. Certainly, 
there may be days where a consci-
entious student is exhausted, and 
therefore may doze off; however, 
those who consistently nap in class 
are cut of a certain apathetic cloth.”
 Other teachers, however, think it’s 
a problem that needs to be addressed 
by the school. Social Studies teacher 

Karissa Piper explained in an email, 
“I am in favor of pushing back the 
high school start time to nine a.m. as 
a way to meet the biological needs 
of teenagers, reduce in-class sleep-
ing, improve attendance and par-
ticipation, and potentially lead to 
improved student learning. In terms 
of sleeping in class, I am not a fan 
of it. If a student needs to sleep so 
much so that he or she is sleeping 
in class, then the student probably 
should have stayed home.”
 Another factor contributing to 
the epidemic is the fact that high 
school students habitually refuse 
to eat breakfast. Before you wake 
up in the morning, you most likely 
haven’t eaten in six to eight hours, 
and the lack of hunger you feel is 
deceptive. 
 It seems that the answer to the 
problem of fatigue at school is sim-
ply a matter of good habits and self-
discipline. Go to sleep early, eat a 
healthy breakfast, and watch as your 
mornings at school improve.

 On November 19, “Harry Pot-
ter and the Deathly Hallows Part I,” 
much-anticipated by J.K. Rowling 
fans, debuted in theaters. The BHS 
Student Council planned to host a 
Harry Potter-themed event before 
the premiere. However, the event 
was canceled due to lack of interest.
 The event was intended to in-
clude a Quidditch tournament. Quid-
ditch, a fictional sport featured in 
the Harry Potter novels, is played by 
two teams of seven players on fly-
ing broomsticks. To adapt the game 
for real-life college leagues, the In-
tercollegiate Quidditch Association 
published a rulebook. According to 
the rulebook, each player is required 
to hold a broomstick under his or her 
legs during the game. 
 According to the IQA website, 
there are more than 400 colleges 
and 300 high schools which have 

dodgeball tournament. Alexander 
explained that there was no definite 
plan for how the tournament would 
be arranged because Student Coun-
cil has never held this kind of event 
before. However, if the Quidditch 
Tournament were organized in a 
similar way to the dodgeball tourna-
ment, individual teams would regis-
ter, and there would not be the need 
for restrictions to maintain equity 
between classes. If the tournament 

received help in beginning a Quid-
ditch team. The organization is also 
dedicated to community-outreach.
 The Beachwood Quidditch 
Tournament would probably not be 
IQA approved, although it would 
be played according to their rule-
book. According to Student Ac-
tivities Director Craig Alexander, 
Beachwood Quidditch teams would 
have been organized either by class 
or in a similar fashion to last year’s 

was arranged by class, and the event 
had a good turnout and ran smoothly, 
Quidditch could eventually become 
part of Spirit Week or a separate an-
nual event.
 Student Council Executive Presi-
dent  Ananya Marathe explained that 
the event was originally intended 
to “encourage school bonding and 
garner excitement for the upcoming 
Harry Potter movie in November.”  
 Student Council members feel 
that this event would raise the spirits 
of the notoriously apathetic students 
of BHS; after all, the Harry Potter 
series was immensely popular for 
this generation of students.  
 Sophomore Graham Atherton ex-
claimed, “Harry Potter taught me to 
read.”   
 Senior Sam Shiffman summed up 
the opinion of many students when 
he said that the idea of a Quidditch 
Tournament sounds “sweeet.”

Editor-in-Chief
By Sam Lowenkamp
Student Council Considers Quidditch Tourney

Quidditch at OSU. Photo by Eva Muschkin.

Debate, Continued from Page 1
in Virginia, and the club has also won 
several individual awards in original 
oratory, extemporaneous speaking, con-
gressional debate, public forum debate, 
and humorous interpretation. 
     Victor Tse smiled and said, “As a stu-
dent who has only done congress a few 
times as an event, I was able to place 
within the top 60 at nationals.”  This 
shows how quickly our team has risen to 
prominence.    
 Majercak said, “My desire is for my 

students to grow in terms of their un-
derstanding of the world, their ability to 
think critically in a wide range of issues, 
and their ability to expect the best and 
worst moments and learn from them.”  
   It is clear that debate club members 
have learned a great deal from their ex-
perience.
   Senior Jordan Cohen said he has 
learned, “The value of hard work and 
teamwork, as well as being able to con-
vey what I speak much easier.”

 Senior Sam Ginsburg said, “I have 
learned how to make arguments that are 
more logical and evidence-based, which 
helps me strengthen my ideas.  I am en-
lightened on both sides of issues, so I am 
less likely to be biased.”
 Many club members feel that while 
the club is time consuming, it’s also very 
fun. 
 “It’s definitely a commitment.  It’s 
hard to prioritize,” said Anna Swanson. 
“There are definitely nights where I stay 

up late, but it pays off in the end when 
you get to go on stage and win a tro-
phy.” 
 Tse explained that the most reward-
ing part of debate is, “Watching kids 
who start out apprehensive and as they 
go on they start winning awards and get-
ting more into it. It is the greatest enjoy-
ment I receive from being captain.” 
sands of people and thousands of cars,” 
Jordan said.
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Which Teacher Said It?
Below is a collection of things that BHS teachers were overheard saying, and the names of the teachers who said them.  

Try to match the teacher to the quote. Answer key online at www.bcomber.org

“I’m going 
to have to go 
to Marc’s to 
pick up more 
green pens after 
school.”

“I’m not kidding 
you—this is what’s 
going to be on the 
test.”

“While you’re check-
ing the answers to 
your homework, I’ll 
Google my name 
because I’m feeling 
low self-esteem.”

“Don’t forget 
your vocab ATM 
card to take 
words out of the 
word bank.”

“Quick, be-
fore the cops 
get here!”

“Do ya like 
people?”

“Back when I 
lived in the San 
Francisco Bay 
Area…”

“Hmmm...”

“I’d rather be watch-
ing T.V. right now.”

“We are going to 
have a celebra-
tion of learning 
(test) next block 
day.”

Teacher Name Bank
History Teacher John Perse Math Teacher Art Gugick

Spanish Teacher John Summers

Math Teacher Carole KatzEnglish Teacher Evan Luzar
History Teacher Greg Deegan

Science Teacher Norm Althausen
Science Teacher Glenn Novotny

English Teacher Nicole Majercack

Science Teacher Jim Burton

Over a recent weekend, Arielle Cohen (Copy Editor) went on a coffee 
extravaganza. She taste-tested six drinks from Starbucks and Cari-
bou in about one hour. The chart below compares similar drinks at 

the two beloved coffee shops.  Here are the results:

Contenders Starbucks Caribou

White Chocolate Mocha
v.

White Chocolate Vanilla Mocha

• Fine, but too sweet
• Barely any coffee, and (particularly 
disappointing to a white chocolate 
lover) didn’t really taste like white 
chocolate.
• Bitter, almost burnt aftertaste

• Not nearly as sweet as Starbuck’s 
version.
• More coffee, more white chocolate, 
and a tinge of vanilla. 
• Creamy, velvety texture

Peppermint Mocha
v.

Mint Condition

• Distinctly peppermint. Powdery 
texture. Not very much coffee.
• Tastes like Christmas!

For the peppermint lover.

• Twist of peppermint.
• Still somewhat powdery, but 
smoother than the Starbucks version. 
• Bitter aftertaste.

For the peppermint liker. 

Caramel Brule Latte
v.

Caramel High Rise

• Best drink we got at Starbucks
• Smoky caramel flavor, sweet but 
not overwhelmingly so.
• Good ratio of espresso to caramel, 
but still too sweet after half of a Tall. 
• Tastes like Winter!

• Not very caramel-y! 
• The caramel tastes like the burnt 
caramel you would get in a really re-
ally dark chocolate bar. 
• Not very pleasant…. disappoint-
ingly bitter. 

Starbucks
v.

Caribou

• Starbucks drinks are lighter, sweet-
er and have less coffee.
• All the drinks were likeable enough, 
and the caramel was quite yummy. 
They are more designed for someone 
on the go.
• They have the types of drinks that 
taste delicious for the first few sips 
and you throw out before you finish.

• Caribou coffee grows on you. There 
were no fireworks from the first sip, 
but rather toasty, satisfying happiness 
the further down the cup you went.
• The texture was overall better, and 
the drinks came out hotter. 
• But it was hit or miss. We loved the 
peppermint and white chocolate, but 
the caramel majorly disappointed.

Coffee
Contest
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Profiles
Have you ever wanted to find out more about your classmates? This section features students from each grade, so you can learn about everything 

from their favorite midnight snack to their dating preferences. Please email The Beachcomber on FirstClass if you would like to be featured.
Photos by Sam Lowenkamp and Courtney Fishman

Ariana Terman

Wesley Darvin
Ashley Dudley

Graham Atherton

What is your favorite hobby?
Painting my nails-I know that sounds 
lame but seriously, nail polish is in. 
It’s a good way for all of my friends 
and I to get together and bond and it’s 
also fun to create a collection of all 
different colors and shades. Also, 
I think colorful nails are a great 
way to accessorize your outfits! 
Let’s just say darker colors are 
in for fall…it’s very fashion 
forward. Whenever I’m with my 
friends, we always paint our nails 
and trade colors and we have even 
talked about shipping colors to each 
other once we’re in college to stay 
close to each other (like in sisterhood 
of the traveling pants!! Duh)

Why are Trix only for kids?
Trix are only for kids because that ce-
real is nassssssssssty. Captain Crunch 
is where it’s at.

Coke or Pepsi?
Neither…water instead! Water is a 
dream. Especially when it’s an ice-
cold Dasani water bottle. Craving 
some of that right now.

Which TV character do you most 
identify with? Why?

Shawn Spencer because I reference 
television and movies so often.

Where is Waldo? 
I’ll only tell you if you tell me 

where Carmen Sandiego is.

At what age do you want to get 
married and how many kids do 

you want to have? Why? 
How should I know, I am 14!!!!!!!

Describe your first kiss. In detail.
Oh boy, it was in my friend’s 

basement and we were all playing 
spin the bottle; it was the begin-

ning of eighth grade.  I recall the 
guy’s mouth tasting like strawber-
ries and thinking, am I doing this 
right?  Is it really supposed to be 

like this?  Then thinking: tongues 
are weird.

You’re speed dating. You 
have one line to attract the 
other’s attention. What do 

you say?
I’m flexible.

Describe your mother, honestly, in 
one word.
Obstinate.

At what age do you want to get mar-
ried and how many kids do you want 

to have? Why?
Probably in my late twenties, but that 

actually seems kind of early.  I want to be 
able to have a solid foundation and know 

where I’m going or what I’m doing before 
I get married and definitely before I have 

kids.  And the number of kids I want when 
I’m older changes a lot.  I suppose it depends 

on the person I’m with and how many they 
would want, but definitely no more than four 

and hopefully more than one.

What three things would you 
change if you were principal 

for a day?
Everyone wears togas, no 
more clocks, time does not 
exist. Also, no more desks, 
instead we will have bean bag 

chairs and water beds.

Where is Waldo?
Waldo’s coordinates are 
42.4378922 west, 32.11876 
north. Now do you want to 

know where Osama is?

Give the itinerary of the most 
romantic date you can come up 

with.
• 7:00, I go to the kennel to pick 

up Marley.
• 7:30, we hit up Petco.
• 8:30, chase squirrels.

What ice cream best fits your 
personality --why?

I don’t eat ice cream because it 
constricts my esophagus and as-
phyxiates my ability to properly 

respirate.

Fill in the blank: I would like 
to______

have a retro room in my house 
when I grow up.  Contains Galaga/

pac-man, jukebox, etc.
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The Beachcomber put a box for secrets in the library. Below is a small sample of what was dropped inside. What don’t you know about your peers? 
Concept by Courtney Fishman
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Opinion

The Beachcomber is:
• Editor in Chief — Content: Sam Lowenkamp
• Editor in Chief — Online: Rachael Silver
• Layout Editor (Print): Steve Janovitz 
• News Editor: Courtney Fishman
• A&E Editor:  Rachael Silver
• Sports Ed./Ad. Manager: Scott Janovitz
• Copy Editor: Arielle Cohen
• Adviser: Josh Davis

The Beachcomber, through its editorial pages, provides an open forum for student expression. This newspaper 
is equally dedicated to affording an opportunity to all BHS students, staff, alumni, parents, and community resi-
dents to express their opinions on these pages. All unsigned editorials appearing in The Beachcomber represent 
the opinions of the editorial board. They do not necessarily reflect the views of the student body, the staff, or the 
administration of Beachwood High School. The Beachcomber welcomes all letters to the editor, whether criti-
cal, complimentary, or informative. They must be signed, although names will be withheld upon request in cases 
that may be awkward or embarrassing to the writer. Letters should be addressed to The Beachcomber, 25100 
Fairmount Blvd., Beachwood, OH, 44122, or delivered to the editors or a secretary in the main office, attention 
Sam Lowenkamp. To contact Beachcomber adviser Josh Davis, please email him at jmd@beachwoodschools.org

 In Jan. 2009, Roxana Saberi, an 
American journalist, was arrested in 
Iran, accused of espionage for the 
UnitedStates. She was held in Evin, 
a prison that is notorious for subject-
ing political prisoners to torture. In 
2003, Saberi had moved to Iran, her 
father’s birthplace, in order to en-
hance her knowledge of her cultural 
roots and tofurther her career as a 
foreign correspondent. 
 Saberi’s captors did not physical-
ly torture her, but she was put under 
severe psychological anguish. Her 
captors threatened to kill her if she 
did not confess to espionage, a con-
fession thatwas false; after initially 
confessing, Saberi recanted, anger-
ing her captors. 
 She was originally sentenced 
toeight years in prison, but due to 
political unrest and pressure from 
other nations, family members and 
nongovernmental organizations, she 
was released in May 2009.
 While in prison, Saberi met many-
women, also falsely accused. With 
inspiring courage, she wrote about 
these women and her other experi-
ences in Iran, in her book “Between 
Two Worlds: My Life and Captivity 

defamation” and other charges. 
 In an article published in the Wall 
Street Journal, Elena Milashina, a 
journalist for “Novaya Gazeta” a 
Russian independent newspaper, 
discusses the dwindling freedom of 
the press in Russia. 
 With freedom of press comes-
freedom of speech and expression. 
Without these freedoms, people 
are forced to conform to their soci-
ety’s rigid laws with no flexibility. 
Many of the things that we are able 
to say and do as Americans would 
be stripped away from us. It is im-
perative to recognize that the press 
is not just an information hub, but 
amethod of expressing opinions. 
 In her book, Saberi also expressed 
an opinion that I agree with.  In or-
der to truly understand different cul-
tures and nations, you must learn 

in Iran.”
 At an event organized by “Fac-
ing History and Ourselves”, Roxa-
na Saberi spoke to a crowd at Notre 
Dame College onNovember 17th 
about her experiences. I attended 
her talk, along with other members 
of the Amnesty International Exec 
Board.
 Unfortunately, Roxana Saberi 
is notthe only person to have gone 
through a nightmare such as this. 
Today, thousands of people are 
wrongly imprisoned in Iran. 
 Many of these prisoners are jour-
nalists.
 When reading and listening to 
Saberi’s story, I was frustrated with 
all the contradictions and outland-
ish actions of the Iranian govern-
ment. One of the biggest things that 
I gained from this frustration was 
the recognition of theimportance 
of free-press. 
 We are fortunate to live in ana-
tion where journalists are free 
to publish and are not censored. 
However, many journalists in 
countries such as Iran are still 
being persecuted. According to 
Human Rights Watch, the Uzbek 
government convicted journalist 
Abdumalik Boboev for “criminal 

Opinion Editor
By Rachael Silver
Roxana Saberi offers Lessons from Abroad

about the people and not only rely 
on whatyou hear from those around 
you. If we truly learned about Iran, 
we would knowthat the people that 
Americans abhor are small groups 
of extremists working under the 
government. We would learn that 
Iranian people are rich with tradi-
tion. Yes, the Iranian government 
is askew and yes it is oppressive; 
however, most of its people oppose 
their own government.  In addition, 
the bulk of the Iranianpeople do not 
hate America, although many of 
them oppose America’s sanctions 
on Iran. The ignorance of a nation’s 
people is a breeding ground for in-
tolerance.
 We must break through thesur-
face of the information that we are 
presented with to see what is really 
happening in the world around us.
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Sports
 In past years, the BHS Girls Varsity Basketball team has struggled to 
win games and gain the loyalty of fans. Yet, they still remain a tight knit 
family.  This year, the girls are ready for changes on and off the court.
 At publication, with their fourth game under their belt and a second 
win to their record, the girls are starting to more confidently display their 
skills on the court. Friday, Dec. 10th, the girls traveled to Wickliffe. Ac-
cording to Senior Maya Eddie, Beachwood lost to Wickliffe in the last 
two years, but this year the tables were turned. The Bison left the gym 
with a 69 to 12 win.
 Returning players are welcoming nine new players with open arms. 
Junior Kyndal Wilson ex-
plained that the girls have 
“already connected and 
have a really strong bond. 
We’re like family, like sis-
ters.”
 Senior Sharika Simone 
agrees with Wilson, em-
phasizing that they are a 
family. Wilson shares that 
she is “so excited for this year’s 
team, with the new additions - along with those returning from last year.” 
But even though the girls share a strong bond with each other, they need 
a strong leader.
 The girls’ new leader is Coach Melvin Burke. “The girls are very tal-
ented and I am looking forward to the season because of their talent and 
excitement,” said Burke, referring to the girls. He sees a positive differ-
ence in this year’s varsity team, describing the girls as a “small team with 
a lot of speed.” 
 With the girls’ new talent and talented coach, some have built up great 
hopes for the team, suggesting that they may win the CVC and make it to 
states. Sounds like a lot of pressure for anyone else, but the girls feed off 
of the pressure. According to Wilson, “the rumors only add the pressure 
to us wanting to become any better.” 
 When Coach Burke was asked about the expectations, he laughed to 
himself and wondered if people were really saying that. But in the end, he 
agreed with the possibility. “Because of the talent with the young ladies 
who have joined us. We should go a long way,” he said.
 But even off the court, Coach Burke still pushes the girls academi-
cally. One of his goals is for each girl to earn a GPA of 3.0 or better. The 
team’s coaches have been known to help the girls with homework after 
school. 
 The girls are facing new challenges this year and look forward to 
achieving as a team. Junior Kyndal Wilson explained the team’s philoso-
phy, “teamwork is dreamwork.”

 Although we did not start out the season with a win against Orange 
on Dec. 3rd, it was a tough game that was very close in the first half.  The 
Lions have a strong defense, an intimidating offense, and a lot of height. 
            Fortunately, there is always something to gain from negative ex-
periences, because it means there is room for improvement.  The Bison 
practiced hard after the Orange game and put all their effort into the game 
against Villa-Angela St. Joseph on Dec. 8th. The final score was 65 to 59, 
a huge win for the Bison.
 Win or lose, the team 
remains positive and the lead-
ership of the seniors and Coach 
Pecjak adds to the unity of the 
Varsity basketball team.
   Senior Jeremiah Townes 
dunked once in the Orange 
game and twice against VASJ.  
He has been given the nick-
name “Jere Up Dere” because 
of this outstanding talent.  With 
20 points total and 15 rebounds in 
one game, Jeremiah has the poten-
tial to improve even more as the season progresses.
 Junior Ellis Cohen commented after the VASJ game, “We really 
came together as a team and had the common goal to go hard and win.”
 The Bison were able to change strategies, gain confidence, and in-
crease the teamwork skills of the team in order to take home a win. 
 Coach Pecjak said, “We had a better game plan in the game against 
VASJ and even though we’re still figuring out some aspects of our team, 
we have developed an identity. In the Orange game, we were still experi-
menting. Everyone played with a better sense of urgency in the second 
game.”
 Senior Captain Andrew Somogyi said, “Our senior leadership for 
kids who have not seen many varsity minutes really should help calm the 
other players and everyone will just go out and play basketball.”
 What really keeps the team going is the motivation to compete for 
a league title.  Between the experience of the players, the new additions to 
the team, and the amount of effort they put into the sport, they all believe 
this is a feasible goal.
 Junior Isaiah Watts said, “I think this year we have a better chance 
to compete for a CVC title because of our experience and hopefully we 
will go far in the playoffs as well.”
 Many of the other players had the same goals for their team, and 
believing in themselves is the first step towards achieving this goal.

Girls B-ball: Teamwork, Dreamwork Boys B-ball Improves Gameplan
Staff Writer

By Eva Muschkin

The team huddles around Pecjak.
Photo by Dior Stephens

Wrestling Highlights
Freshman 

Ryan Harris:
Freshman 

Sammy Gross:
Junior 

David Shapiro:
Team Goals for the 
upcoming season:

“To make everyone be-
come better and stronger 

wrestlers.”

Personal goals for the 
upcoming season:

“Win a state champion-
ship this year.”

Personal goals for the 
upcoming season:
30 wins; be a state 

qualifier

Meets and tourna-
ments Ryan is looking 

forward to:
Orange Home Meet; 
Sectionals; Districts; 

State tournament

Team goals for the 
season:

“Send a lot of people 
down to the state tourna-

ment and have many 
placers and champions.”

Meets and tourna-
ments David is looking 

forward to:
“The Orange dual meet 
so we can finally beat 
them at a sport, CVC, 

and of course sectionals, 
districts, and states.”

This years key wres-
tlers:

Alec Jacober; David 
Shapiro; Sammy Gross

Any other comments:
“It’s a very competitive 
room where everybody 
makes each other bet-

ter.”

The varsity wrestlers 
are: 

Myself; Al Jacober; Sam 
Gross; Ryan Harris; 

Val Kovalenko; Aaron 
Friedman

Swimming Highlights
Varsity Head Coach          

Brad Burget:
Senior 

Laura Tramer:
Sophomore 

Harley Schoen:
Goals for the upcoming 

season:
Learning everybody’s 
skills, “Go as far as we 
can with everybody”, to 

train very hard, get people 
excited for the Beachwood 
High School Swim Team

Personal Goals:
• Break personal records

• Make it to states
• “Take a relay team to 

states as well.”

Personal Goals:
“My main goals are to cut 
down my 50 free, 100 free 
and 100 breaststroke times 

and make it to districts 
with my relay team!”

This year’s impact swim-
mers are:

Laura Tramer, William 
Wolkoff, Amelia Wester, 

Kei Hitomi, Elizabeth 
Morris, Jake Schlessinger

Team goals:
• “Other [swimmers] to 

get very far.”
• Successful relays

• Many wins despite small 
team

• Break personal records

Team goals:
“Definitely to do better 
then we did last season, 
and to get stronger and 
we all want to get better 

times.”

What meets are very im-
portant on the schedule?
“What’s important to me is 
we race well at every meet 

and championships.”

Events most excited for:
• 100 meter breast stroke

• Sprint freestyles

Any other comments:
“I’m really looking for-
ward to this season with 
the new coaches and I’m 

looking forward to becom-
ing a stronger and better 

team.”

By Brandon Rotsky 
Staff Writer

Staff Writer
By Emily Ganz

The team poses their coach.
Photo by Debbie Vendetti
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How Beachwood Are You?
Do you own a North Face or Uggs?
Do you have a Blackberry?
Do you know at least five people at OSU?
Do you wear white v-necks?
Do you ever say, “Do we love it?”
Do you eat Chipotle or T. Smoothie during lunch?
Do you wear yoga pants at least once a week?
Do you listen to Kid Cudi or own one of his songs?
Do you have an ACT tutor?
Do you go to the school library to socialize?

Hey BHS students, do you listen to Kid Cudi? Do you go to Chipotle or Tropical Smoothie during lunch? What about wearing Hanes v-neck 
tees?According to The Beachcomber, BHS students are predictable. Are you part of the stereotype? Take the quiz to find out. 

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Drama Club Confronts Homophobia with 
Laramie Project

On the night of Dec. 10th, the BHS drama club opened the Laramie Project. The show presents the reaction 
of citizens in Laramie, Wyoming to the 1998 murder of Matthew Shepard, a homosexual student attending the 
University of Wyoming. The message of the play is that we, as Americans, need to practice not just tolerance, 

but acceptance of homosexuals and other minority groups.

Words by Sam Lowenkamp
Photos by Anna Swanson
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