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 Every1 luvs 2 txt & dr!ve 
n0w@day$. So much, tht it seemz pee-
pl r K!nd of adctd2 txtn wile dr!ven.
 If you can read the previous 
sentence, you don’t need to be told 
that text messaging has changed the 
way we communicate.
 According to a 2009 article 
published in The New York Times, 
“from 1995 to 2008 the number of 
wireless subscribers in the United 
States increased eightfold, to 270 
million, and minutes talked rose 58-
fold.”
 With an increase in cell phone 
circulation, one can presume there has 
also been an increase in the number of 
people texting behind the wheel.
 According to Patrick Sulli-
van, Traffic Bureau Commander of the 
Beachwood City Police Department, 
“on any given day, I’ll see at least 100 people 
texting while driving.”
 The dangers of texting while driving are 
not to be taken lightly. The National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration reported in 2008 
that driver distraction was the cause of 16 per-
cent of all fatal crashes -- 5,800 people killed -- 
and 21 percent of crashes resulting in an injury -- 
515,000 people wounded.  According to a study 
from the University of Utah, texting while driv-
ing is more dangerous than drunk driving. Driv-
ers who use hand-held devices are four times as 
likely to get into crashes serious enough to injure 
themselves.
 The Beachcomber conducted an online 
poll to see what students think about texting and 
driving. The results, though varied, were surpris-
ing.

 Of more than 70 respondents, 36% said that 
they text and drive. 
 Another question asked whether or not stu-
dents were aware of texting while driving laws in 
Ohio.  37.5 percent thought there was a ban; how-
ever, 33.3 percent of the students questioned as-
sumed that there was no law in Ohio prohibiting 
texting while driving, and 31.9 percent of the stu-
dents simply had no idea if there was a law in Ohio 
regarding texting while driving to begin with.
 The truth is just as complicated. While the 
Ohio House passed a bill in March banning tex-
ting-while-driving, handing violators a $150 traffic 
ticket, it appears that this bill will never be moved 
towards a vote in the Senate.
 So while there is no state law, many mu-
nicipalities have bans on texting while driving, and 
some communities even have bans on talking on 

the cell phone and driving.
 According to Officer Sullivan 
“while there is no Beachwood or-
dinance saying that you can’t text 
and drive, there is an ordinance en-
couraging drivers to stay focused 
on the road when they are in fact 
driving.” 
 The question as to why so many of 
us text behind the wheel has yet to 
be answered. 
 Senior Elliot Angart believes that 
kids who text and drive are simply 
arrogant because they “think that 
they can do the impossible.”
 Although many students agree 
with this statement, there may be 
more to it.
 One answer is that texting gives 
people a rush. According to John 
Ratey, an associate professor of 
psychiatry at Harvard University, 

we get what he calls, “a dopamine squirt.” Fur-
thermore, he explains that “we need that constant 
pizzazz, the reward, the intensity” for it is only 
until we get this so called “reward” that we can 
truly enjoy our driving experience.
 The Beachcomber survey also found that 
54.2 percent of the surveyed students feel that 
hand free devices such as Bluetooths could cause 
less of a distraction while in the car. Upon fur-
ther investigation, it was proven that hand-free 
cell phones are just as dangerous as hand-held 
phones.
 Janet P. Froetscher, President of the Na-
tional Safety Council, said “There is no scientific 
evidence that those devices are any safer for driv-
ers.” 
 Ultimately, there is no such thing as a 
“safe” way to text and drive. 

By Anna Swanson
Danger in your Pocket: Texting and Driving

Staff Writer
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Many people think they can handle texting while driving. 
Photo by Courtney Fishman

 The Beachwood City School District’s 
per-pupil spending has been among the highest 
in Ohio for the past several years. Despite this 
fact, at least two Beachwood programs have been 
affected by the recession. Government agencies 
and local nonprofits have been forced to cut back, 
threatening the existence of BHS programs, in-
cluding Students Against Destructive Decisions 
(SADD) and Beachwood Buddies.  
 SADD has been a staple program at BHS 
for many years. This year, however, the Beach-
wood chapter of SADD has faced challenges due 
in part to funding issues. Former SADD adviser 
Margaret Hollingsworth was as surprised as any-
one to learn about SADD’s tribulations. “Mr. 
Hardis stopped me in the hallway,” Hollings-
worth recalls, “and asked if I was going to do 
SADD this year.” When Hollingsworth replied 
that she had intended to advise SADD this year, 
as she had done in years past, Hardis informed 
her that since she had not formally applied for the 
position, she was not listed as adviser, and that 

furthermore, outside funding had been cut. 
 According to Hardis, positions are “offi-
cially open every year.” Even if a teacher has been 
an adviser for many years, “people still have to 
apply for their job again.” Furthermore, Hollings-
worth learned that the federal government stopped 
their funding, which was processed through the 
state. 
 Beachwood City Schools Treasurer Mi-
chelle Mills confirmed. “My understanding was 
that nobody applied for the SADD adviser posi-
tion,” Mills said.  “We funded the SADD supple-
mental for the adviser,” Mills continued, “but the 
state cut the funding for that this year.” At publi-
cation, students have made an effort to restart the 
SADD program, led by juniors Luana Turovskaya, 
Evette Yedid, Howard Sobel, Ari Sobel, and soph-
omore Daniel Padilla. 
 SADD is not the only Beachwood program 
that has been affected by this economic downturn. 
The Beachwood Buddies program, which pro-
vided Beachwood elementary school students the 

opportunity to be paired with a high school men-
tor, was also cut. Bellfaire JCB, which ran the 
program, cut the program in a cost reduction ef-
fort. A Beachwood Buddies program run strictly 
through the Beachwood School District is cur-
rently in the works.
 Unfortunately, the future promises to 
bring about more serious funding issues. “A 
lot of districts are going to have major funding 
problems,” said Mills. “Long term, we’re going 
to face some challenges,” Mills anticipated, “but 
we’ve been planning, trying to cut back where 
we can.” 
 Mills pointed out that when the Board of 
Education looks at “various funding issues. We 
try not to do it on the backs of any of our stu-
dents.” She continued, “We have to be efficient 
and plan for the long term.” 
 While this effort is valiant, it may not be 
plausible. When lack of funding leads to program 
cuts, students are sure to be affected.

By Scott Janovitz
Sports Editor
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 On Saturday, October 30th, I 
walked into the Cleveland City 
Dance Studio in Shaker Square. 
There, I found six costumed balle-
rinas, all dressed in brightly colored 
leotards in celebration of Hallow-
een.
 The Wizard of Oz’s catchy tune 
“If I only had a brain” filled the 
room as the girls began to warm up 
with Pliés and Pointe.
 The long studio had five bars 
sporadically placed, a crimson and 
black colored piano and a light gray 
linoleum floor. The six dancers stag-
gered around the room as the direc-
tor, Courtney Laves-Mearini called 
out a combination for them to fol-
low. 
 On the first try, each girl execut-
ed the moves impeccably as if they 
had been training their whole lives. 
That’s not far from the truth. 
 “Advanced students take eight 
classes a week plus rehearsal, which 
is approximately 11-14 hours spent 
dancing,” explained Laves-Mearini.
 Cleveland City Dance offers over 
80 classes weekly, in different styles 
such as jazz, tap, and modern. How-
ever, the most popular type is ballet, 
taking up 52 of the weekly classes at 
CCD.
 Cleveland City Dance has tak-
en big strides since it’s opening in 
1965. Courtney Laves-Mearini the 
current and 
fifth own-
er aspires 
to make 
Cleveland 
City Dance 
the pre-
miere dance 
company of 
Cleveland. 
 “ T h e 
dance com-
pany it-
self, not the 
school, is 
a non-prof-
it and we 
have a long 
term goal 
to establish 
a profes-
sional ballet 
company here,” said Laves-Mearini. 
“Currently, the company is pre-pro-
fessional with a junior and senior di-
vision based on level.”
 BHS senior Ava Fagin is one of 
the students in CCD’S Senior Com-
pany.
 “I’ve danced everywhere” claims 
Fagin “but I fully switched to Cleve-
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University of the Arts, and SUNY- 
Purchase. 
 After school, “My dream job 
would be to either dance on Broad-
way or go the commercial route and 
dance in movies or music tours,” 
said Fagin. 
 Though it may sound like one 
of those one in a million chances, it 
definitely is possible. Laves-Meari-
ni explained that ten percent of her 
students go to college for dance and 
around thirty percent enter a dance 

land City when I was in 9th grade. 
I really wanted to be somewhere 
six days a week where I could 
work my butt off and get into col-
lege, and I needed more of a ballet 
background.”Like most girls, Fagin 
started dancing under her mother’s 
force, but little did she know, dance 
would not just be an afterschool ac-
tivity, but a lifestyle. 
 “I love dance because it’s a way 
of expression and an art form for 
your body,” said Fagin. 
 Although Ava may ap-
pear to be the typical high 
school student, I can see 
past that. What separates 
Fagin from the others is 
her drive.
 “[Dancing] is hard 
work, its long work, so you 
have to be willing to be 
sore sometimes, to be ex-
hausted, and give up your 
social time,” said Laves-

Mearini. 
“ Y o u 
can’t go 
out and 
party till 
two a.m 
t h i n k -
ing your 
going to 
d a n c e 
at nine 
o ’c lock 
in the 
morning. 
P e o p l e 
have to 
learn that 
there are 
sacrific-
es. If this 

is some-
thing you 

really want to do, you have 
to be passionate about it.”
 But Fagin is that deter-
mined. She hopes to con-
tinue her dance career in 
college, and is currently 
auditioning for dance pro-
grams at NYU, University 
of Arizona, Point Park, IU, 

company or perform on Broadway.
 Cleveland City Dance will be 
holding their upcoming holiday per-
formance “Winter Wonderland and 
the Nutcracker, Act II, December 4 
and 5th at Tri-C East. The first act 
will offer the audience a little some-
thing different, and non traditional. 
It will encompass a variety of dance 
such as jazz, tap, musical theater, 
and lyrical; however, the second 
portion, will be all ballet. 
 “I think there’s just this common 
misconception in the world that 
dance is just for fun and it’s not a 
profession,” said Fagin.
 Attending this performance is “a 
way for high school students to real-
ize that what I do isn’t just a club, 
it isn’t just something I can put on 
a college resume—it’s a job, and I 
would love for people to see that.”

News Editor
By Courtney Fishman

Pliés and Pointe: Cleveland City Dance

Senior Ava Fagin warms up at dance rehearsal.

The front door of Cleveland City Dance 
at Shaker Square.

Photos by Courtney Fishman
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 It’s the Friday after Thanksgiv-
ing: Black Friday. Americans are 
salivating over irresistible savings 
on mass-produced, overseas-crafted 
products, and stores are mobbed as 
people attempt to get the best deal 
on their early holiday shopping.  In-
stead of being cramped in a store 
looking at uninspired products, why 
not go to Bazaar Bizarre? 
 When you walk in you are hit 
with upbeat music and smiling fac-
es… already quite different from 
your typical shopping experience.  
Bazaar Bizarre is an annual craft 
fair where local artists present their 
wares. From felt wallets and recy-
cled art to updated antique jewelry, 
there is a wide variety of art to be 

Bizarre now occurs in four areas, 
bringing local artists to the fore-
front. In Cleveland, Bazaar Bizarre 
will be at two locations this season.  
The first will be on Larchmere Bou-
levard the Friday and Saturday after 
Thanksgiving, November 26th and 
27th. The second will occur on West 
78th Street, December 11th and 12th. 
The west side location is the original 
Cleveland location and the larger of 
the two, with 80 plus vendors.
 With many different things to of-
fer, this is an event where students’ 
creative appetites can be whetted. 
Whether it serves as inspiration for 
your own artistic endeavors, the op-
portunity to discuss your trials and 
tribulations with the artists them-
selves, or just a shopping event, Ba-

purchased.  
 As a firm believer in support-
ing local artists and businesses, I 
believe that this is one of the best 
opportunities not only to see what 
Cleveland has to offer, but also to 
witness the passion that local artists 
put into their work. 
 According to Shannon Okey, Ba-
zaar Bizarre’s Cleveland organizer, 
“Local artists aren’t just part of the 
economy, but an important part of 
its creative heart -- they bring more 
beauty to the world, and make peo-
ple happy in the process.”
 Bazaar Bizarre was started in 
2001 in Boston. When Shannon 
Okey moved back to her native 
Cleveland in 2004, she brought 
Bazaar Bizarre with her. Bazaar 

zaar Bizarre has something to sat-
isfy. 
 “I want to see more teens involved 
in the local art scene, not just aware 
of it,” said Okey, “There’s a lot of 
talent in Cleveland and it’s our role 
to nurture it.” With so many artists at 
BHS, this is a great opportunity for 
students to discover what it takes to 
get their art out there and to enhance 
their awareness of Cleveland’s exu-
berant artistic community. 
 When you arrive, don’t be afraid 
to talk to the artists. An opportunity 
to talk to artists face-to-face does 
not come often. 

 For more information about Ba-
zaar Bizarre, visit: http://www.ba-
zaarbizarre.org/cleveland.html. 

A & E Editor
By Rachael Silver
Bazaar Bizarre Reveals City’s Creative Heart

 This is a new era for Cuyahoga 
County. After being plagued by 
countless corruption scandals (most-
ly by local Democrats) in the past 
two years, voters finally decided last 
spring to completely overhaul the 
county’s administrative system and 
install a new executive to oversee its 
government operations.
 Democrat Ed Fitzgerald won 
the election of county executive, 
however it would have been a great 
opportunity for voters to elect the 
Green Party candidate.
 David Ellison, a local architect 
from Cleveland’s Ohio City neigh-
borhood, ran unopposed in the 
Green Party’s primary for Cuyahoga 
County executive.  This was the par-
ty’s first candidate for countywide 
office.
 During the campaign, Ellison 
promised to restore “efficiency” and 
“sanity” in Cuyahoga County’s gov-
ernment.
 Since he arrived in Cleveland in 
1987, Ellison, 50, has been incred-
ibly active in the Cleveland com-
munity.  As the resident architect of 
the Cleveland Public Theatre, Elli-
son helped James Levin (one of the 

ens in the area.
 Along with allowing for more 
public food production, Ellison 
campaigned for a public, county-
wide bank, which accepts deposits 
from all county residents and sup-
ports economic development.  
 Ellison believed that in light 
of the county’s recent corruption 
scandals, all government operation 
should be “open and with an inclu-
sive process,” a system he called 
“Transparency and Consensus” in 
government.
 Ellison promised to invest only 
in projects that had a “proportion-
ate benefit in terms of quality of life 
or community regeneration.”  Elli-
son assured that he would strive to 
bridge the gap between small busi-

founders of Cleveland’s Ingenuity 
Festival) organize a consortium of 
local neighborhood arts institutions 
into what is now the ever-successful 
Gordon Square Arts District.  This 
district’s creation resulted in a rise 
in housing values, local businesses 
offering employment, and tax rev-
enues in an area that was previous-
ly known to be impoverished and 
dangerous.  Ellison campaigned to 
unite the county into a community 
that work together to “reinvent it-
self.”
 In 2007, Ellison organized a pro-
test against the proposed demolition 
of Cleveland’s Ameritrust Building.  
Ellison recognized that a proposed 
parking lot in the building’s place 
would waste tens of millions in 
taxpayer demolition money, along 
with a historic piece of modernist 
architecture.
 Ellison campaigned for using 
the county government to invest in 
local food organizations, which he 
said would create jobs and promote 
healthier lifestyles. 
 Ellison is a strong supporter of 
the Ohio City Farm, which is a six-
acre organic garden that provides 
produce to the historic West Side 
Market and other community kitch-

nesses, community groups, and non-
profit organizations.
 Cleveland, and all of Cuyahoga 
County, is starting the process of an 
incredible urban renewal.  One of 
the largest roadblocks in our metro-
politan area’s success has been cor-
ruption. This was the opportunity 
for a new party to gain some power, 
a party with efficient, logical goals, 
lead by an executive that promised 
to be inclusive about his sustainable 
decisions. Ellison’s public bank idea 
had potential, and I wish voters had 
the chance to know more about him.  
He wasn’t just some third-party can-
didate…Ellison was progressive and 
fresh, something Cuyahoga County 
has not seen in years.

Opinion Editor
By Ben Ducoff
Ellison Would Have Been a Good Choice  
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BHS Winter
MUST HAVES:

1. Waterproof Droid case

2. Dry wood for fireplace

      3. Homemade hot cocoa 
      (From scratch!)

4. Fast, light, 2-person Sled

5. Christmas spirit regardless of religion

6. Footie pajamas

7. Snow brush for cleaning your car
 
8. Gloves with 78%+ finger flexibility for packing
snowballs

9. Wasabi for winter cold congestion

10. Well-shaded sunglasses for sun glare

November2010.indd   4 3/3/11   10:59:25 AM



-5-

Survival Guide
Must Have Trends:

1. Military jacket

2. Ruffle scarves

3. Crochet fingerless gloves

4. Fringe boots

5. Waterfall vests

6.Extra-Long boyfriend cardigan

7.Lace up “combat boots”

8. Leather bombers!

9. Dolman sleeve cardigan

1o. Leg warmers

          All drawings by Arielle Cohen
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Profiles
Have you ever wanted to find out more about your classmates? This new section of The Beachcomber, “Profiles,” will feature students from each 

grade, so you can learn about everything from their favorite midnight snack to their dating preferences. We hope you enjoy this insider feature on the 
lives of your classmates. Please email The Beachcomber on FirstClass if you would like to be featured.   Photos by Sam L. and Courtney F.

Chloe Hernane

Isaiah Watts
Ilana Blumin

Danny Sheridan

What is your favorite hobby?
Definitely singing. Most people who 
know me know that I sing ALL the 
time. People call me their personal 
radio/iPod/jukebox because I just 
don’t stop.

If you were stuck on an island and 
could bring one item what would it 
be?
My cop out answer is a boat.
My “if you can’t bring a boat or any 
form of transportation or way to es-
cape the island” answer would prob-
ably be... 
my piano. filled with food and survival 
supplies.

(Fill in the blank) Justin Bieber..
I was a lil confused at first cause I 
thought the blank went before Justin 
Bieber but now I get it.
Justin Bieber is from Canada. Wh@tUp! 
I mean, his music isn’t great, and he 
sounds like a little girl... but he sounds 
like a little girl that can sing really well 
so whatever.

What flavor of ice cream best fits 
your personality why?

I would have to say chocolate            
because i’m just a chocolatey guy. 

Who doesn’t like Chocolate?

Would you rather have a cute math 
tutor or no math homework? Cute 

math tutor. Cause she could solve my      
problems.

Coke or Pepsi? Sprite

On a typical Saturday afternoon 
at exactly 2:36 what would you 

be doing?
Debate tournament or reading 

Harry Potter.

Favorite midnight snack?
Trader Joe’s milk chocolate with 

hazelnuts

What teacher would you want to be 
stuck on an elevator with and why?

Holly because she would be able to 
entertain me with random stories the 

whole time.

If a genie magically granted you 3 
wishes they would be?

Well if I say, then they won’t come 
true.

If you were stuck on an island 
and could bring one item what 

would it be?
Dora. With her handy dandy map, 

who knows whats possible.

Why are trix only for kids?
They aren’t. It’s an ad-campaign 
built to make adults feel like     reb-
els when they ate a sugary cereal.

Would you ever date someone 
with a hook? (Like captain hook)

That’s in the past. I would prefer 
not to talk about it.

What is your favorite hobby?
My favorite hobby is reading Ya-
hoo’s top stories of the day. So 
many random things to learn 

about.

If Hollywood made a film about 
your life who would play you? 

Chris Rock

Describe yourself in one word.
A Dog

What is the last played song on 
your iPod?

Kid Cudi-Erase Me.
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Sports

Deals Only at Beachwood Quiznos
FREE

Chips And Regular 
Fountain Drink

With purchase of a Regular or 
Large Sub; Exludes Toasty 

Torpedos & Toasty Favorites

Not valid on delivery orders. Valid only at participat-
ing US locations. Original Coupon must be surrendered at 
time of purchase. Limt one coupon per person per order. 
Value of promotional items varies by location. May not be 
combined with any other offer, including combo discount. 
Taxes not included. No cash value (unless prohibited by law, 
then cash value is $.005). No substitutions. Void if copied 
or transferred and where prohibited. Expires XX/XX/XX.

$1 OFF
Any Regular Sub

$2 OFF
Any Large Sub
Exludes Toasty 

Torpedos & Toasty Favorites
Not valid on delivery orders. Valid only at participat-
ing US locations. Original Coupon must be surrendered at 
time of purchase. Limt one coupon per person per order. 
Value of promotional items varies by location. May not be 
combined with any other offer, including combo discount. 
Taxes not included. No cash value (unless prohibited by law, 
then cash value is $.005). No substitutions. Void if copied 
or transferred and where prohibited. Expires XX/XX/XX.

24175 Chagrin Blvd.
Beachwood, OH 44122

(216)-593-0245

 This year’s cross-country team, led by senior William Wolkoff, had 
a successful season, winning their meet at rival Orange High School. 
Wolkoff made it past districts to regionals, where he placed 69th out of 
140 runners.
 Coach Jamie Lader explained the team’s practice schedule: “three 
days of high mileage running and two days of speed work.” According 
to Lader, Wolkoff’s success comes from hard work. “He really works his 
butt off every day,” Lader said. This also helped him mentor the younger 
runners because “he was always there on time and worked hard.”
Wolkoff attributed this season’s success to “team effort. Each runner 
pushes the other to do better and better.” 
 Wolkoff explained his preparation for a meet: “I listen to my Ipod.  
Usually Timbaland, Van Halen, Kanye West, and The Killers will get my 
adrenaline flowing.” And then, “Before race time, we do our pre-race 
drills, and then our team pep-talk huddle and cheer.” He also tries to eat 
angel hair pasta and southwestern BBQ chicken pizza.
 Wolkoff described the cross-country team as a tight group.  “We seem 
to bond very easily and there are no arguments on the team.” 
 Describing the thrill of running, Wolkoff said, “It helps me release my 
frustration of a long hard day of school work.” He further explained that 
it helps him maintain his lung capacity for the swim season. Although 
he was very successful in high school, he doesn’t plan on running cross-
country in college, though he may for a club team. 
 Another runner who achieved some success this year was Rena An-
drews. She placed 21st at districts, just missing the top 20 who advanced 
to regionals. Andrews attributes her success to “having a wonderful 
coach, Mr. Lader.” She aspires to run cross-country in college “and run 
a marathon by the age of 22.” She believes that the most important char-
acteristic for success in cross-country is determination.  She said, “If you 
are not determined, you will not finish your race strong. 5k(3.1 miles) is 
a lot to run and determination is one of the key things that will help your 
mind stay motivated.” 
 Andrews enjoys cross-country because of the close-knit team. “There 
was absolutely no drama and everyone was friendly,” she said. She also 
likes that “There were people from different groups which created a di-
verse team.” 
 Coach Lader described this year’s team as having “more depth” than 
in the past. “Every kid on the team has potential to be very successful, as 
long as they work hard and train over the summer,” he said.

 Brad Burget, the new BHS pool director, is an accomplished coach 
with 32 years of experience.  For the last 13 years, he has coached at New 
Albany High School, which is near Columbus.  In 2005, one of his swim-
mers, John Sands, ranked as the fastest high school 50 freestyler in the 
country.  In one race, using Burget’s training, Sands beat Michael Phelps. 
 Burget grew up in Pickerington, OH.  He started swimming com-
petitively at the age of nine.  He got his first coaching job, for a neigh-
borhood team, when he was 15 years old. He went on to swim for Ohio 
State. Burget is also one of the 
founders of the web site, www.
fasterswimming.com.  The site 
describes training methods, 
good nutrition, and sells coach-
ing materials. 
 Athletic Director Ryan 
Peters described Burget’s 
range of experience: “ He has 
coached at the Olympic level, 
international level, and has had 
guys that have beaten Phelps.  
He is a phenomenal coach.”  
 Coach Burget started coaching Beachwood swimmers in mid-Sep-
tember.  The students seem to appreciate his coaching style.  Among other 
things, he is trying to learn ASL to help a deaf swimmer on the team.
 Senior Jake Schlessinger commented that Burget “seems like a 
good coach.  He is definitely good at fixing and teaching strokes to the 
swimmers.”
 Senior William Wolkoff said, “I like Coach Burget because his prac-
tices are short but effective.  Also, he focuses on stroke technique, which is 
something the Beachwood swim team has been lacking for years.” 
 Junior Elizabeth Morris said, “ He seems like such a nice guy.  He’s 
a really good listener and he has great ideas.  He’s very responsive and 
very knowledgeable and super motivational.”
 Senior Laura Tramer qualified for the state tournament last year.  
Several other students are hoping to make it this year. Schlessinger said, 
“I want to make districts and break one minute in the 100 fly.  I have been 
doing a lot of kicking this year to improve.”
 Tramer described her goals this season: “to work hard and try to 
help our team do the best we can.  I hope to reach the state meet along with 
others on the team and have a successful relay team at the state meet as 
well.  I hope that we have a fun and successful season.”
 Peters said, “Last year the team was very young and inexperienced, 
but they also had a lot of promise and potential.  I am excited to see the 
process that Brad Burget will take us through.  The team won’t change 
overnight but we are already working hard.”
 Burget summed up his commitment: “My whole life has been 
swimming,” he said.

XC Crosses Finish Line
Staff Writer

By Daniel Padilla
Swim Team Gets Olympic Coach

Staff Writer
By Haley Marblestone

BHS pool director Brad Burget
Photo by Courtney Fishman.
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Fall Collage

What Are Teachers Thankful For?
Question:
What does your ideal 
Thanksgiving include?

Do you feel that thanksgiv-
ing is a celebration or a 
perversion of the original 
events that it is based off 
of?

English Teacher 
Peter Harvan

Family and food!

No, I think probably more than 
many of our other holidays, it 
maintains its original purpose in 
terms of being thankful, in terms 
of focus on family instead of 
gifts or candy or whatever else.

Social Studies Teacher
Karissa Piper

My ideal thanksgiving includes 
spending time with my family, 
and having a delicious turkey din-
ner, that definitely has to have 
cranberry sauce that’s homemade 
and bread pudding for dessert.

I look back to Abraham Lincoln 
and to the creation of thanksgiv-
ing during the Civil War. As a 
means of bringing unity for both 
families and the nation, so I see it 
as a very positive celebration and 
probably people’s favorite secular 

holiday.

Photos by David Litwin, Rachel Lubinger, and Jeffery Zuckerman

Math Teacher
John Kaminski

Ideal thanksgiving includes turkey, all of 
the traditional foods, being with friends 
and family, typically going out with friends 
the night before and then spending the day 
with the family, and just taking it easy.

I think it’s generally still a celebration, it’s 
one of the less commercialized holidays, 
there’s less emphasis on commercialism, and 
there’s a lot more food compared to a lot of 
other holidays. I think it’s such a pattern in 
tradition; it gives a good break for everybody.

By Amnon Carmi
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