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A Glimpse at BHS to Come

     Last Spring, Beachwood voters 
approved a levy to renovate the high 
school. Some students are wonder-
ing when the project is going to 
begin. The Beachcomber sat down 
with Principal Robert Hardis to learn 
more about the plans. 
      The school administration is 
currently consulting with Burt, Hill 

      Among other things, the building 
company is trying to find the best 
place to drill a geothermal well. The 
well will make our school warmer in 
the winter and cooler in the summer. 
This will provide natural heating 
and air conditioning.
    “A company comes in and drills 
core soil samples. They are doing 
this in multiple spots around the 

Architects regarding design devel-
opment. The administration is also 
consulting with Turner Construc-
tion Management Company.  They 
are moving into the conceptual and 
schematic design phase, where they 
consult staff members and share 
ideas. The architects will draw 
schematic designs, incorporating 
input from the staff. 

building,” explained Hardis.
     The construction document will 
be drawn up and finalized before 
the construction company can build. 
At publication, no companies have 
begun to bid yet, and construction 
documents are not complete. 

Continued on Page 3

Staff Writer
By Jordin Luxenberg

Photos courtesy   of Burt, Hill

 The Beachwood City Schools 
Department of Transportation is 
no more. At a special school board 
meeting on July 6th, the Transporta-
tion Department was outsourced to 
Community Bus Services, Incorpo-
rated, or CBS. 
 The series of resolutions passed 
by the board identified operational 
efficiency and overall cost savings 
as motivations for the action.
 Twenty-four bus drivers and me-
chanics were laid off. CBS stated 
that all of the former Beachwood 
drivers and mechanics could re-
apply for their jobs to be rehired by 
CBS on the same day.  According to 
Beachcomber sources, all but three 
were hired back.
 At the July meeting, School Board 
President David Ostro made a state-
ment explaining the school board’s 

action.  He said,  “a core responsi-
bility and obligation” of the school 
board is to protect the general fund 
balance, and “to seek sensible means 
and methods to maintain this bal-
ance through improved efficiency in 
our operations and controlled, if not 
reduced, costs.”
 Kim Luther, field representative 
for the Ohio Federation of Teachers, 
or OFT, said that CBS promised to 
save the District 357,000 in its first 
contract year, but she is skeptical 
of the dramatic drop in expenses. 
“That’s almost one-thousand dollars 
a day,” she said, “I’m not sure that’s 
possible.
 Superintendent Dr. Richard 
Markwardt declined to comment for 
this article. He replied in an email, 
“this is a pending legal matter, I 
can’t discuss it.” 
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 On Wednesday August 25th, The 
Ohio Department of Education re-
leased district report cards; however, 
the Beachwood City School District 
did not receive the highest possible 
rating.
 20 out of 37 Northeast Ohio 
Schools that were rated “Excellent 
with Distinction” last year did not 
maintain the same rating for 2010, 
Beachwood being one of them.
 “If, overall, we can show that a 
kid gets more than a year’s worth 
of growth at Beachwood, [we] get 
the distinction label,” said Principal 
Robert Hardis.
 Unfortunately, Beachwood lost 
the label because students in fifth 
and sixth grade did not have enough 
growth in reading and math.
 “The loss of that tag is not an 
indication of a decline in our dis-
trict performance, actually our per-
formance was higher than some 
schools that received excellent with 
distinction,” said Superintendent 
Dr. Richard Markwardt. For exam-
ple, Beachwood’s Performance in-
dex was 106.6; Orange’s Index was 
106.3.
 Markwardt is very determined to 
get the “Excellent with Distinction” 
rating back. However, this will take 
serious effort.  “We have to make 
sure with value added that we pro-

 However, Hardis feels, “We 
should not only be teaching to the 
test but going far, far beyond it.”
 Beachwood’s overall perfor-
mance index was also negatively 
impacted by a change in the way 
that ODE counts the scores of stu-
dents with disabilities.
 Beachwood has 16 students with 
severe cognitive disabilities that 
qualify to take a different assess-
ment that is geared toward a students 
specific abilities. However, based on 
the federally mandated one percent 
cap, six of the students who passed 
had their scores demoted to non-
proficient. This demotion affects the 
school district’s performance index, 
not the individual student’s score.
 “The problem is that too many 
school districts started giving alter-
native assessments to students who 
arguably could have had the regular 
assessment with accommodations,” 

vide a program for every child that 
maximizes that child’s potential for 
growth in a given year.” 
 Surprisingly, students who failed 
to exceed or meet value added were 
some of the brightest kids. Because 
these students are a grade level or 
two above ability, the state then has 
extremely high expectations for 
them, which can be difficult to sur-
pass or meet. 
 So should teachers focus more 
on standardized testing in class?
 One student said, “No, I think 
that teachers who teach strictly for 
standardized tests end up losing so 
much value in their lessons and the 
overall result of the class.”
 Junior Cindy Gray disagrees 
with this statement, believing we 
should focus more on standardized 
testing in class “especially science; 
we never studied for it, so it was the 
hardest test.”

said Markwardt. 
 As a whole state, we should not 
have more than one percent of our 
kids taking an alternate assessment, 
but when you divide that further by 
district, that’s where the problem is.
 “A district like Beachwood has a 
reputation for students with special 
needs, so people flock to Beach-
wood. We’re being slapped for the 
very fact that we do a very good job 
at educating kids with severe dis-
abilities,” said Hardis.
 Beachwood’s overall perfor-
mance rate dropped by .4 points be-
cause of the demotion of students’ 
scores. The performance level po-
tentially will drop even lower next 
year because approximately four to 
ten new cognitively disabled stu-
dents are in talks of entering the 
school system.
 Before ratings were released, 
Markwardt feared “our failure to 
meet “Adequate Yearly Progress” in 
the rating’s Special Education sub-
group” however; other students with 
I.E.P’s had scores that were high 
enough that we were able to attain 
AYP.
 Markwardt met with the Ohio 
Department of Education on Octo-
ber 4th to discuss this matter.   

News Editor
By Courtney Fishman

Can Beachwood Maintain its Honors G.P.A?
News

Continued from 
Page 1

The school district’s attorney did not 
respond to request for comment.
 Stephanie Novinc was an edu-
cational aide who worked with the 
Hospitality and Food Service Excel 
Tecc program.  Like the rest of the 
support staff, which includes custo-
dial workers, bus drivers, and other 
members of staff not on faculty, she 
was on a contract that was not pro-
tected by the OFT union.
 “Last September, the school 
board called us in and informed us 
that we had a new handbook,” she 
said, “and the handbook informed us 
that the sick days we took could be 
used against us, and that we couldn’t 
take personal days on Fridays or 
Mondays,” she said.           
   Assistant Superintendent Dr. Philip 
Wagner explained, “if an employee 
has more than three days of absence 
that are not related to a Family Med-
ical Leave Act, the fourth day would 
result in a verbal warning.” 
 The handbook stated that each 
sick leave absence beyond three ab-
sences in a year (without a doctor’s 

the Ohio Revised Code, which states 
that a public employer cannot inter-
fere with its employees joining or 
creating a union,” said Muskovitz.
 Kim Luther agrees.  “They want-
ed to set an example to the support 
staff, and by doing so they broke the 
law.”
 “They were hired back, but lost 
a lot,” Luther said.  “They took a 
fifty percent pay reduction.  They 
lost most of their healthcare ben-
efits.  They lost their vacations and 
sick days.  Drivers used to get six to 
eight hours of driving a day.  Now 
they’re lucky if they get four.  And 
for field trips and other special trips, 
CBS brings in their own drivers.”
 At publication, CBS has not re-
sponded to the Beachcomber’s re-
quest for comment on these issues.
 After the decision to outsource, 
OFT filed an Unfair Labor Practice 
charge with Ohio’s State Employ-
ment Relations Board, or SERB.  
SERB is a sate-run agency that helps 
to maintain labor and management 
relations between public employers 
and employees.  On August 12th, 
SERB ruled that there was “prob-
able cause” of anti-union activity 

note) would count as an occurrence 
of absenteeism.
 Novinc contacted Kim Luther, 
and the support staff began its cam-
paign to create a union.
 It was the impression of Luther 
and Novinc that the district admin-
istration was not happy about the ef-
forts to unionize the support staff.
 “They kept finding excuses to 
stall hearings about the unioniza-
tion,” said Novinc, “we just wanted 
protection for our employment and 
our rights.”
 An official petition for unioniza-
tion was filed in February 2010.
 Hearings about unionization 
were delayed until July, when they 
announced that they were outsourc-
ing the Transportation Department, 
which represented twenty-five per-
cent of what would have made up 
the support staff union.
 Susan Muskovitz, legal repre-
sentative for OFT, explained that 
although the administration claimed 
that it had been planning to abolish 
the transportation department since 
2008, she viewed the act as “bla-
tantly anti-union.”
 “This violates section 4117 of 

from the Beachwood City School 
District.
 A hearing in Columbus in front 
of SERB’s board of directors took 
place on September 29th.  Charges 
have been filed against the Beach-
wood City School District to the 
state Attorney General’s office.
 “If SERB rules in favor of OFT, 
then all of the drivers and mechanics 
will be reinstated,” said Muskovitz.  
“Beachwood will pay a fine, and 
CBS’s contract will be void.”
 Upon the layoffs of the bus driv-
ers and mechanics, Novinc resigned 
from her position as an education 
aide at BHS.  She now works as a 
substitute for the Orange and Cleve-
land Heights-University Heights 
school districts.
 At the board meeting in July, Al-
lan Bobincheck, who has been em-
ployed a bus driver by the district 
for the past nineteen years, won-
dered why the “administration did 
not come to the drivers for input,” if 
cost savings were such an issue.
 SERB plans on making a deci-
sion within the next thirty days to 
determine whether Beachwood City 
Schools has violated Ohio Revised 
Code. 

Bus
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Continued from Page 1
 Multiple construction companies 
will submit bids to do the project, 
and the school will select the most 
competitive bid. 
 The following renovations will 
take place between June 2011 and 
July 2012: 
     In the 500, 600, and 700 hallways, 
everything will look brand new and 
modern. The classrooms will have 
a new heating cooling, and electri-
cal system. The building plan also 
includes fixing the leaky roof and 
the skylights. “The 500-600-700 
hallways are going to have math, 
science, special education, market-
ing, and our guidance department 
offices,” explained Hardis. 
     The 100-200 halls will still make 
up a two-story building, which will 
remain connected to the pool, but 
the new wing will have larger class-
rooms and air-conditioning. 
     Music rooms will be moved up-
stairs, located in a brand new build-
ing attached to the auditorium but 
The mechanical rooms will be where 
the band, choir and orchestra rooms 
are now. 
     “The south gym is staying as it 
is, but the north gym will no longer 
exist,” said Hardis. 
     According to the plans, a new sec-
ondary gym will be built around the 

moving, but there will be a different 
entrance from the 100-200 hallway. 
The inside of the pool is also going 
to be renovated. New ties will be in-
stalled on the deck, new bathrooms, 
and new locker rooms, but the old 
bleachers will remain.
     “The auditorium is going to be 
the same, but it is going to have bet-
ter lights and sound system,” said 
Hardis. 
      Adjacent to the library, there will 
be two new computer labs. This will 
allow for more open space, instead 
of the library being long and nar-
row. 
     The sports fields and stadium will 
all be renovated. However, the plan 
does not include stadium lights for 
Friday Night football games. The 

current south gym. There will also 
be “brand new varsity boys and 
girls locker rooms attached to the 
old south gym,” explained Hardis.
    The ELS room will be moved 
to the 500 hall, into a large, double-
classroom space.
     The last phase of construction 
will occur between July 2012 to 
August 2013:
    There will be a brand new media 
center, located where the north gym 
is currently. 
     The cafeteria is staying in its cur-
rent location, but it will be slightly 
larger.  It will have more lines with 
different “food court” stations.
     The main office will be located 
at the clock tower entrance. In addi-
tion, the outdoor pool entrance is not 

plan does, however, include the con-
struction of bathrooms for fans to 
use. 
     With a smile on his face, Hardis 
said he was “really happy and excit-
ed” when the levy was approved.
 The good thing about this school 
year is that the students’ learning 
will only be affected minimally. 
“You will hear a little noise from 
drilling core samples,” said Hardis.
 Mr. Hardis may meet with groups 
of students to talk about the sche-
matic designs and to ask for their 
input. 
 Students will hopefully not be 
significantly impacted by the build-
ing construction.  “At no time will 
students have to go to another build-
ing for their classes and at no time 
will we need to have classroom 
trailers,” said Hardis. The stu-
dents will be able to attend school 
normally during the construction. 
There will be construction on new 
buildings but students will still be 
able to have classes in the old areas. 

To see the building plans and for 
more information about the build-
ing project, visit www.beachwood-
schools.org. 

Renovations

 August 24th was the first day of 
school at BHS, and as the classes 
started, so did the new operating 
system: Mac OS10.6.
 This past summer, the tech de-
partment created a new network 
from the ground up, and as with any 
new system, there were some kinks.
 According to Assistant Superin-
tendent Dr. Phillip Wagner, the de-
cision to upgrade the network was 
made last spring.  The Board of Ed-
ucation entered into a contract with 
NetOps, a technology-consulting 
firm, to oversee the upgrades.
 Dr. Wagner’s role has been to 
work with NetOps to plan for the 
project and provided recommenda-
tions for new hardware and soft-
ware upgrades. Unfortunately, the 
upgrades have not run according to 
schedule explained Dr. Wagner. Due 
to the complexity of the old network 
changes have to be made dating back 
15 plus years.
 Freimark said that the school is 
using new servers, which should 
be faster for accessing data.  Docu-
ments now follow users around, 
so when students log into different 
computers, they don’t have to worry 
about saving to flash drives.
 For the month of September, the 
tech department has been regularly 

lems, the tech department is turning 
off all the wireless access in the 100-
200 hallways, and they are bringing 
it back up piece by piece so every-
thing works right.
 Printing has also been a key prob-
lem.  Students are finding out that 
printers are not always added to the 
computers.  Special education as-
sistant, Cynthia Davison explained, 
that the ink supply must be carefully 
watched because of duplicate docu-
ments being printed. 
 Firefox is also proving to be ex-
tremely difficult and on some com-

working 12 hour days to fix the mul-
titude of network problems.
 Logging in has been a nightmare 
for students with last names in the 
first half of the alphabet, since their 
server has crashed a number of 
times. For other students, logging in 
is impossible, as network accounts 
are failing to become available.  
 The main source of login issues 
is in the 100-200 hallways.  The 
computers are working fine, but 
the wireless system is experiencing 
greater use than in previous years. 
In order to address the login prob-

puters, Firefox refuses to work.  It 
is important that Firefox functions 
since many prefer to use it when 
conducting research.  
 According to Davison, many 
freshmen have faced additional 
technology problems.  Whenever 
they sign on, their computers sync 
stored documents they had from the 
middle school.  These documents 
are being uploaded whenever they 
log in, ultimately lengthening the 
sign-in period.
 Librarian Jennifer Flaherty ex-
plained that the entire system is suf-
fering from corrupted data, which 
makes it harder to save documents.  
As different issues arise, the tech 
department is constantly finding the 
answers in the ongoing war against 
technology disruptions.
 Flaherty has the upmost confi-
dence in the new system and the 
tech department’s ability, for they 
are working extremely hard to make 
everyone’s experience the most pos-
itive and helpful it can be.
 “Once everything is completed, 
everyone’s user experience will be 
a lot better”, said Freimark. “We 
understand everyone’s frustrations, 
and we share that frustration, and 
we’re doing everything we can to 
keep things running as best as pos-
sible.”

By Daniel Sherriff

BHS Experiences Tech Upgrades and Server Setbacks
Staff Writer

In this cluttered office behind the library, the tech office has been working 
long hours trying to resolve the issues.

Photo by Molly Dann
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 The Internet provides a social 
network for most BHS students.  It 
is also a great source for research, 
communication, grades, and assign-
ments. 
 The social uses of the Internet of-
ten compete with the academic ones. 
For example, trying to complete as-
signments while logged onto Face-
book causes distraction for many.
 In a focus group of 12 BHS stu-
dents, one in four said that they keep 
Facebook open while completing 
assignments, although more than 
half occasionally go on to see if they 
have any new notifications about 
pictures or wall-posts.
 Sophomore Esmé Eppell admits, 
“Facebook is a huge distraction for 
me while I do my homework.”  She 
is definitely not the only one.
 When teenagers first go home, the 
first page open is usually some kind 
of social networking page.  There 
are always new events, groups, and 
pictures posted on which everyone 
wants to be updated.
    “I usually procrastinate when I 

school.  Janisse Marblestone said, 
“I periodically monitor my kids to 
make sure they are not using Face-
book at the same time as doing their 
homework because it is a distrac-
tion.”
 Several parents don’t understand 
why their kids need to chat with 
friends on Facebook after seeing 
them all day at school.  The truth 
is, students have very limited social 
time within the school day and so-
cial networking is the first chance 
they get to talk to friends that were 
not seen throughout the school day.
 Although the social network is 
a distraction to many students, it 
can be used beneficially by asking 
homework questions to friends or 
people in the same classes forming 
study groups online for incoming 
tests.
 BHS teachers use web sites such 
as Blackboard to post documents, 
Powerpoints, and homework as-
signments, so that students can keep 
up-to-date.  There are also links to 
many great resources for projects 
or research papers under the Beach-
wood Library page.

get home by automatically going on 
Facebook. It’s so addicting,” said ju-
nior Maxie Novinc.
 Procrastinating is not always in-
tentional, but sometimes there is not 
enough time set aside for meeting 
both social and academic obliga-
tions. It is still the beginning of the 
school year, and kids are still trying 
to prioritize their schoolwork with 
their social networking time.   
 As students get older and assign-
ments get harder, everything takes 
longer. Everyone finds a balance and 
routine at some point, but it all starts 
with organization.  Between ath-
letics, home obligations, jobs, and 
other commitments that students are 
overwhelmed with, a balance must 
be found somewhere once students 
learn for themselves about what 
works best.
 There is a lot of pressure on stu-
dents to do well in school, but pro-
crastinating by going on the Internet 
sometimes allows students escape 
from their homework into the huge 
world of social networking.
 Some parents use scare tactics 
by wanting their kids to succeed in 

 “I love being able to check my 
grades whenever and wherever I 
want through eSIS,” said senior Jen-
na Gordon.
 Some classes still use book as-
signments.  When the Internet is 
inaccessible or uncooperative, text-
books are always there.  Non-com-
puter assignments don’t distract kids 
as easily, although it would not be 
surprising if all class assignments 
can be done online in the near fu-
ture.
    “I often multi-task by doing home-
work with my right hand and type 
on Facebook with my other hand, 
so I don’t waste much time,” said 
junior Lee Akrish.  However, this 
is rare among most high school stu-
dents who are likely to perform one 
task at a time.
 Facebook is a great way to talk 
to friends and maintain relationships 
with people, but it is important for 
teenagers to know when it is time 
to shut down the social network and 
focus on their homework, because it 
will ultimately help to create a more 
effective school lifestyle.

By Eva Muschkin

 Stress is a fact of life that almost 
every high school student deals with 
on a daily basis, but most suffer-
ers don’t know the real facts about 
stress. In fact, many high school stu-
dents don’t even know why they are 
stressed or even how to deal with it.
 While people of all ages deal with 
stress, high school students tend to 
be affected most by it. Many people, 
including BHS Psychologist Kevin 
Kemelhar, agree that the junior year 
of high school is usually the most 
stressful for students. Kemelhar list-
ed “College entrance exams, appli-
cations, and admissions” among the 
things that add high levels of stress 
to students’ daily lives. 
 Junior Arielle Cohen explained 
that this school year is “a balanc-
ing act. Your classes are harder and 
there is more that you have to worry 
about.” 
 School is not the only stressful 
thing in teenagers’ lives. Non-aca-
demic problems, such as relation-
ships with friends and family, can 
really have an impact. Relationship 
stress can relate to many things, 
between breakups and divorce, or 
friends that don’t get along. Teen-
agers may recognize the causes of 

matically affected.
 Although every individual has 
a different health history, stress af-
fects people in similar ways. Most 
people, especially students, tire due 
to stress from too much homework, 
activities, and sports, and a lack of 
concentration follows the fatigue.  A 
person’s eating habits and immune 
systems are affected greatly by 
stressors. A common sign of stress 
in teenagers is that their moods tend 
to change; they can become irritable 
and angry, or just tired and sad. If 
we can recognize the causes and ef-
fects of stress, then why does stress 
keep showing up in our lives?

stress, but what can they do to deal 
with this reoccurring quandary?
 Every student has his or her own, 
individual way of dealing with life’s 
setbacks, but there are changes that 
can be made to reduce the effects 
of stress. Health teacher Margaret 
Hollingsworth and Kemelhar both 
agree that structure and time-man-
agement will improve issues relat-
ing to stress. 
 “You need to have a flexible 
schedule, but not let others dictate 
what you do and when you do it,” 
said Kemelhar. If students do not 
change these stressful factors in 
their lives, their health can be dra-

 When people, especially teenag-
ers, encounter stress, they may be-
come overwhelmed and unaware of 
how to deal with it. Kemelhar said, 
“many teenagers turn to positive 
things such as friends, family, or 
hobbies that they enjoy, while others 
turn to drugs or alcohol.” He sug-
gests that stressed teenagers turn to 
any supportive people in their lives. 
 Hollingsworth has a similar idea 
about stress and support. “Some 
give up and others just push as hard 
as they can to keep their head above 
water. Some run away and others 
reach out for help. Usually it de-
pends on the teen and how quickly 
they come to these conclusions and 
how close their support is,” she 
said.
 Every teenager is affected by 
stress in different ways, but there 
are important things to know about 
stress. It can affect a person’s health, 
mind, and body. It can be caused by 
almost anything in your life, and it 
can be difficult to deal with. The 
most important thing to know is that 
the amount of stress can be reduced 
from your life, and there is always 
somebody available to give support, 
because every teenager experiences 
these stressful times. 

Staff Writer
By Marissa Simon
Teenage Stress: An Issue at BHS

The Internet: Academic Friend or Foe?
Staff Writer

Photo by Sam Lowenkamp

Homework piles up and adds stress to BHS students’ lives.
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Gal, a large, 10 year- old Labrador Retriever 
arrived in 2008 at the Cleveland Animal Protec-
tive League (APL). She was an extremely mel-
low, good-natured dog that got along with both 
dogs and cats. She would pick up a toy in her 
mouth and sit with it by the front door to let APL 
employees know when she needed to go to the 
bathroom. Gal was brought in because she was 
seventy dog years old, and had very human-
like diseases, including arthritis and cataracts. 
She was adopted and brought back because 
her new owner broke up with his girlfriend and 
couldn’t financially afford her anymore. Some 
APL workers thought that because of her age 
and health, it would take a while for her to be 
adopted. They decided to take Gal to the Home 
and Garden Show in February of 2009, hoping 
that there would be a family who could give her 
a nice home. 

The APL is a non-profit organization whose 
mission is to serve the needs of abandoned, 
homeless, and abused animals in Cuyahoga 
County. In addition to adoptions, the APL in-
vestigates cases of animal neglect and cruelty, 
educates the public about the humane treatment 
of animals, and offers low-cost spay/neuter pro-
grams to prevent animal overpopulation. Due to 
the poor economy, the APL has experienced an 
increase in animals brought to their headquar-
ters. 

Along with adoptions at their headquarters, 
the APL offers off-site adoptions at several pet 
stores in Cuyahoga County. Carrie Gedeon, the 
APL’s Off-site Adoptions Liaison said that the 
off-site adoptions program is a good way to get 
animals “out in the community”. Gedeon ex-
plained, “We’re talking with a lot of people who 
otherwise wouldn’t come to a shelter environ-
ment. A lot of people find a shelter too depress-
ing or too hard to go into. The off-site adoptions 
program is a good chance to work with others. 
This program also is a good chance to debunk 
myths that people have about the APL.”

According to Gedeon, the APL’s Off-site 
Adoptions Program is growing each year. She 
estimated that the APL annually places about 
11,000 animals in new homes through the Off-
site Adoptions Program.

Sarah Surrena, Assistant Manager of the 
Beachwood PETCO, estimates that one or two 
dogs and six to ten cats are adopted each month 
at her store. She adds, “Kittens go quickly.” Sur-
rena emphasized PETCO’s goal to “think adop-
tion first.” 

What makes an animal adoptable? Accord-
ing to Gedeon, “age is always a big factor, es-
pecially with puppies and kittens being the first 
thing that people want. Often, people request 
small animals that will stay small, and occasion-
ally there are people who want older animals or 
animals with special needs.”

Gedeon has been working for the APL since 
March of 2006. Her “biggest passion is to get 
animals out there that are often overlooked by 
prospective families coming to the shelter. There 
is nothing in the world that’s better than seeing 
an animal, especially one that is older or has 
some challenges, get adopted by a nice family,” 
said Gedeon.

The APL has “Small Furries,” such as ferrets, 
guinea pigs, hamsters, rabbits, and rats, available 
for adoption. “From time to time, we have some 
unusual animals. We’ve had alligators, chickens, 
a pig, and two sugar gliders, which are small 
mammals native to Australia,” said Gedeon.

Volunteer Coordinator, Danielle Begalla ex-
plained that, “The Cleveland Animal Protective 
League is committed to reaching a time when 
there are no more unwanted or homeless pets.  
But, until that day comes, we will continue to 
serve as their advocates, their voice, and their 
gateway to experiencing the ultimate joy of be-
ing a beloved pet and companion.”

An out-of-town family visiting Cleveland 
for a week fell in love with Gal and said, “Ev-
erything about her is perfect.” The family over-
looked Gal’s physical issues, and without hesita-
tion, cancelled their hotel reservations, adopted 
the dog, and took her home. Because of the 
APL’s commitment, Gal, the Labrador retriever, 
found a good home where she is a beloved mem-
ber of the family.

To learn more about the APL, please visit 
www.clevelandapl.org.

Student Profile:
 Can Bolgi

Beachwood lisesi’ ne hos geldiniz. 
In Turkish, this means “Welcome to Beach-

wood High School.” 
This is the greeting that Can Bolgi re-

ceived—though not in his native Turkish—
when he arrived in August.

Can, pronounced “John”, left his home-
town of Anarka, Turkey over the summer in 
pursuit of a good education at BHS. However, 
this is not Can’s first time in America. He has 
traveled to the United States several times be-
fore, including visits to Arkansas, California, 
Virginia, New York, and of course Ohio. 

Bolgi found many differences between 
Beachwood and his old school. “The students 
are asked to memorize a lot of stuff,” Can said. 
He continued, “Most of our schools have uni-
forms; it’s much more formal in Turkey than 
in America.” 

Many of Bolgi’s peers think he is doing 
fine. “He’s transitioning very well. When he’s 
called upon during class, he is able to give 
valuable insight,” said William Wollkoff.

TV production teacher Kevin Houchins 
also speaks well of Bolgi. He mentioned that 
he is a great asset to have in the TV produc-
tion class due to his experience working in an 
audio equipment store.   

Houchins also mentioned his first impres-
sion of Can: “He had a great smile.” He ex-
plained that Can is “naturally shy and reserved, 
but has done a terrific job when dealing with 
the adversity and sudden change of a new 
school.”  

 Houchins hopes that people can really get 
to know Bolgi better because he has a lot to 
offer. “Can is an absolute asset to this commu-
nity,” Houchins said.

One can’t help but notice that Can’s Eng-
lish is pretty exceptional. He credits this to the 
fact that he took English at his old school. “It’s 
not too much of a problem with the language 
barrier,” he said. 

Bolgi claims that he not a typical Turkish 
teenager. For example, many people in 

Turkey love to play soccer. Can, on the oth-
er hand, is passionate about motor sports. 

Bolgi said, “I started racing with go-karts 
six years ago. My uncle has a club in Turkey, 
and he, along with my father, started to teach 
me how to race the go-karts.”

Bolgi explained that he has always had an 
interest in repairing and racing automobiles. 
“Everybody says I have a great ability and tal-
ent for this,” he said.

The interesting thing is that in Turkey, you 
must be 18 to drive on the roads. Now that he 
lives in the United States, he can apply for a 
driver’s license.  However, he is ineligible to 
drive go-karts in America. 

On racing, he said, “It’s an amazing expe-
rience that everyone should try. If somebody 
can show me a track here in Cleveland, I can 
teach them some techniques too.”

By Jeffrey Zuckerman

APL: Helping Animals in Need
Staff Writer
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Arts & Entertainment
 Every year, Clevelanders flock to 
an abandoned subway level of a his-
toric bridge. Now doesn’t that sound 
like something you’d like to do on a 
weekend? 
 For the weekend of September 
24th to 26th, this lower level was 
filled art, music, and innovation. 
The Ingenuity Fest Bridge Project 
turns an eerie, empty streetcar sec-
tion of the Detroit-Superior Bridge 
into an area bustling with life. 
 The Detroit-Superior Bridge, oth-
erwise known as Veterans Memorial 
Bridge, opened for use in 1917, and 
took five years to complete. Origi-
nal in its design and one of the city’s 
first high-level bridges, it was built 
to ease traffic from the Superior Via-
duct, a trans-river bridge constructed 
in the late 1800’s.  This bridge was 
also unique in that it had two levels. 
According to the Encyclopedia of 
Cleveland History, the top level was 
designed for everyday vehicles and 
pedestrian use while the lower lev-
el, also called the subway, was cre-
ated for streetcars, a popular mode 
of public transportation at the time.  
In 1954, the use of streetcars was 
phased out, and the subway became 
abandoned. 
 The Ingenuity Fest Bridge Proj-
ect is an annual festival that turns 
the abandoned section of the bridge 
into the host of an innovative and 
“not-your-typical-festival” festival.  

you will also find art installations 
and mini galleries as well as local 
vendors and booths representing lo-
cal nonprofits and businesses. 
 Art installations range from in-
teractive to purely visual, from con-

 There are different forms of art 
and technology blended together to 
create a lively party. As you walk 
down the bridge, you will not only 
encounter different local musicians 
performing on numerous stages, but 

ceptual to concrete, and from whim-
sical to serious. Many installations 
use the bridge’s natural setting by 
adding different lighting to highlight 
areas and walkways. However, oth-
er installations are a little more com-
plex.  One of these exhibitions at this 
year’s festival was a series of walls 
in which numerous cats were laid 
out to appear as if they were walking 
in grass. On the sides of the walls 
were strings that—if pulled--would 
cause the cats to move. There were 
also lights shining on the walls, cast-
ing shadows of the cats on a white 
screen.
 This year’s booths included hen-
na artists, local fair trade stores, and 
even a register to vote stand. There 
were also many activities available 
for people to participate in, such as 
a virtual graffiti wall, or “doodle 
zone.” At the doodle zone, festival-
goers walked into an all white room 
that resembled a small living room/
dining area. On the tables there were 
cups that housed large black mark-
ers. Participants were then encour-
aged to draw or write whatever came 
to mind on anything in the room. 
Other things at the festival included 
different “green” demonstrations 
and activities as well as a waterfall 
designed to flow over the side of the 
bridge. 
  Although you may have missed 
this year’s festival, these are just 
some of the many things you can 
look forward to seeing next year. 
Plan ahead for a great time. 

Online Editor
By Rachael Silver

Ingenuity Fest: Crossing the Bridge to Innovation

The Veterans Memorial Bridge was illuminated for the 2010 Ingenuity 
Fest.

 “The Social Network”, or ac-
cording to the commercials, “The 
Tale of How Mark Zuckerberg is an 
Evil, Evil Man”, is one of the most 
hotly anticipated movies of the year, 
alongside “Inception.” And just like 
“Inception”, the moment you walk 
out of the movie theater, you will 
know you saw what is going to be 
one of the best movies of 2010. 
 Excluding those that have decid-
ed that comatose sleep was the best 
option for the past two to three de-
cades, anyone can take a glance at 
the movie and see how unappetizing 
of an idea it is. Let’s face some sim-
ple facts here: It’s a movie about a 
group of nerdy college kids coming 
together to write the code that would 
one day become Facebook. While 
that sounds like a movie that would 
be extraordinarily successful at Sun-
dance, it also sounds like it would 
deter the average moviegoer. And 

way with this one and has taken a 
script that could have generated the 
most boring movie in the history of 
cinema and turned it into a master-
piece. The technical stuff is perfect, 
the movie is solid, the drama never 
trips over the comedy and comedy 
is never dampened by the serious-
ness. In the funniest scenes you will 
be laughing loudly, and in the tense 
ones you’ll think you just stepped 
into “There Will be Blood”. 
 All around it is a fantastic movie, 
and you really don’t need me to tell 
you that. A movie that is up 900% 
in popularity on IMDb and got an 
8.7 on the same site along with an 
absolutely great 97% critic consen-
sus on Rotten Tomatoes is already a 
sure fire hit for an Oscar. So go out 
and see it at your first opportunity, 
and if you saw the better movie, “In-
ception”, and don’t feel like blowing 
more money, you’ll just have to go 
deeper into your wallet. 

yet, like “Inception,” it succeeds 
amazingly well at keeping every-
one happy, even those who are not 
interested in the topic. As the movie 
posters subtly suggest, Zuckerberg 
doesn’t exactly make it to his height 
of fame and prosperity without in-
furiating more than a few people. 
The movie is told in flashback form, 
starting with Zuckerberg defending 
himself from lawsuits by his origi-
nal partners, Eduardo Saverin and 
the Winkleyoss twins. Both claim 
he stole the website from them. 
 The shear brilliance of actors 
such as Jesse Eisenberg, Andrew 
Garfield, Justin Timberlake and 
Armie Hammer (who did a great job 
at playing twins) is truly remark-
able and the script from Aaron Sor-
kin (“Charlie Wilson’s War”, “The 
West Wing”) is absolutely fantas-
tic. It truly conveys the characters 
at work here and the director, David 
Fincher (“Se7en”, “Fight Club”, 
“Zodiac”), has really gone all the 

Staff Writer
By Andrew Stead
“Social Network” Traces Zuckerberg’s Path to Success

“The Social Network” movie 
poster is pictured above. Distrib-
uted by Columbia Pictures.

Photo by Rachael Silver
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 I stepped out of the car and waved 
goodbye to my jealous friends’ cries 
of “you’re a lucky son of a –“ and 
“tell me all about it when you get 
out!” I smiled and ascended to the 
concrete steps of the front door of 
the Quicken Loans Arena. A large, 
boisterous crowd, barely organized 
into some semblance of a line, wait-
ed outside the door. 
 The people themselves seemed 
to have stepped out of the seventies: 
a mass of longhair, leather jackets, 
band shirts, loose jeans, tattoos, and 
cigarettes. My own scraggly black 
mane and coat blended in as I joined 
the line, buzzing with anticipation. I 
reached the door and swiped my ID; 
the clerk produced my ticket, smiled, 
winked, and said, “have a nice show, 
kiddo.”
  When I reached my seat, high 
above the stage but comfortable and 
with a great view, a fantastic sight 
met my eyes. Over twelve hundred 
people from all over northeastern 
Ohio were finding their seats, eyes 
fixed on the half-built wall on the 
stage and the huge circular screen 
above it. Many instruments, some 
I recognized, and some I didn’t, sat 
quietly (at least for now) in their 
stands, waiting.
 Roger Waters, the heart and soul 
of the former Pink Floyd, decided to 
do one last world tour of his great-
est masterpiece, the single most 
widely renown and timeless piece 
of music of the twentieth century: 
“The Wall.” It was last performed 
in 1989-1990 in Berlin, and before 
that, the last show Pink Floyd did as 
a unified band at Earl’s Court, Lon-
don, in 1981.
 Timeless indeed – I struck up a 
conversation with the two gentle-
men sitting next to me about the 
music. They were thirty and thirty-
two years old – almost twice my 
age, and yet we both shared a love 

doesn’t know “The Wall” would 
assume an orchestral concerto was 
about to begin. And then – BOOM 
– red lights and orange fireworks ex-
plode into life and the heavy, bluesy 
guitar tune of “In The Flesh” sounds 
throughout the stadium. I got up 
from my seat and howled my heart 
out into the air, music crackling 
through me like an electric shock, 
voice melding into the rising uproar. 
As the lyrics begin, I chant along 
with everyone else -”So ya, thought 
ya, might like to, go to the show...”
 The visuals were incredible. 
Scenes from the album’s accompa-
nying film, “Pink Floyd The Wall,” 
as well as new CGI animations and 
other video, flashed across the screen 

and passion for what we were about 
to experience. The lights went out, 
and the crowd’s excitement dou-
bled amid cacophonous applause, 
whistles, and screams. Then, out of 
some small, unseen door, the man 
of the moment – Roger Waters him-
self emerged with the band. This 
was not the original Pink Floyd, 
but a motley gaggle of players from 
several different groups. 
 Waters grabbed a strange, man-
sized doll and threw it onto the 
stage, and the noise in the stadium, 
if possible, cranked up a few more 
notches. Slow trombone and trum-
pet music began, blue lights faded, 
and the crowd fell silent. The soft 
tune was deceiving – anyone who 

– which was actually the wall itself. 
The album’s steady progression into 
insanity is signified by the incred-
ibly realistic (cardboard) wall being 
slowly built by black-clad backstage 
hands – Roger Waters was fascinated 
with the cyclical nature of life when 
he wrote the album in 1977-78 and 
so the album begins with the wall 
“unbuilt” and by the end of the first 
half, the wall is completely “built”, 
and stays that way until the last 
song, “The Trial,” where, musically, 
the protagonist is judged for his sins 
and he is sentenced to tear down his 
wall. The audience screams “TEAR 
DOWN THE WALL” over and over 
until finally, the wall onstage is sent 
crashing down at the very end of the 
show.
 What does the wall itself mean? 
It symbolizes isolation, self-numb-
ing, and withdrawal from the out-
side world. The ideas and feelings 
in the album can be transmuted into 
almost any context, and Waters de-
cided to do the tour because he feels 
that the world needs a wake-up call, 
using political messages and scenes 
of terrorist attacks, warzones, pov-
erty, hunger, and disease on the 
screen. I was crying through most of 
the show.
 On his web site, Waters explained 
why he is bringing back “The Wall” 
at this time:
 “What it comes down to for me is 
this: Will the technologies of com-
munication in our culture serve to 
enlighten us and help us to under-
stand one another better, or will they 
deceive us and keep us apart? Tome, 
this is still a supremely relevant 
question.”
 The show was two and a half 
hours long with an intermission in 
the middle. It was, in my opinion, 
beautifully put together and very 
relevant to today’s global issues as 
well as the difficulties faced individ-
ually by everyone in a time when the 
world is shaking itself to pieces.

Staff Writer
By Or Bairey-Sehayek

Another Wall is Broken Down at the Q

Roger Waters performing at London’s O2 Arena

Yesterday, on _________, I was walking down the ____ hallway when, _____________, told, me I 

needed to ________ his/her ________ or I would never see my _________ again.  So I proceeded to _____ the _____ 

when all of a sudden my favorite _________ charged into the room and saved me from a/an _________ afternoon.  

  From now on my dreams are filled with terrible _________ and I can’t sleep through a night with out _______. My 

grandma said my problems were all in my head, so she took me to _________ for an appointment. But the 

____________ didn’t help, and I still have intense ___________ and severe ___________. 

  Although broken, I can still _______ myself and some day I hope to be able to ________ a person who doesn’t 

judge me because of my  _________ and my ________ past.

(Holiday) (Number) (BHS Teacher)

(Verb) (Noun) (Plural Noun) (Verb) (Noun)

(Plural Noun) (Verb)

(Medical Professional)

(Noun) (Plural Noun) (Disease)

(Plural Noun) (Adjective)

MAD LIBS

Photo by Eddie Berman (Creative Commons)

Brought to you by Joe Hendlin

(Hairy Animal) (Adjective)

(Verb) (Verb)
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Opinion

 Students often wonder what 
teachers are like outside of the BHS 
halls. We have taken it upon our-
selves to investigate.
 Hebrew teacher Sarah Kudroff, 
commonly known as “Morah” or 
“Gveret,” lives in Beachwood with 
her husband, Murray.
 Kudroff greeted us when we 
came to her house, 
 “Come fix my computer,” she 
says to us, in Hebrew, “you can 
work wonders with your hands.” As 
always, Kudroff holds her students 
in such high regard.  After several 
unsuccessful attempts at fixing the 
machine, her husband Murray had 
an idea.
 “I know nothing about comput-
ers,” he said, “but let’s see how this 
works.”
 He then proceeded to strike the 
computer monitor with several 
powerful blows of the fist.  “Tsk, 
maspeek,” Kudroff said.  Then they 
retired to the living room to read the 
Israeli newspaper and watch a PBS 
special on traditional Russian danc-
ing.
 Mostly Hebrew is spoken in the 

Robyn’s picture is truly a gem.
 Kudroff certainly leads an inter-
esting life outside of school. She 
stays in Israel every summer for 
long periods of time, and travels 
around the country. Kudroff can be 
found walking around the streets of 
Beachwood with friends on week-
ends, wearing her signature long 
skirt and tennis shoes. At home, she 
enjoys working on her laptop, which 
has a desktop image of her favorite 
students.
 Also, Kudroff has a serious pas-
sion for food, as she can always be 
found cooking Middle Eastern deli-
cacies, such as falafel, cholent, and 
Yemenite soup, seasoned with such 
exotic spices as Za’atar and Hawaiij.  
She also enjoys making Mayim Im 
Nana, chilled water that has been in-
fused with mint leaves.
 Many aging parents suffer from 
Empty-Nest Syndrome, but Kudroff 
is fortunate to have her son and 
grandson living right next door. 
Her grandson Zach likes to go to 
Kudroff’s house after school and 
watch iCarly on TV or play with 
the toys that he keeps at her house. 

home, but English pops up here 
and there. Kudroff lives in a ko-
sher home, with a mezuzah on her 
doorpost, separated milk and meat 
products, and even two dishwash-
ers and two sinks to keep meat and 
dairy dishes separate. The home is 
decorated with beautiful Judaica 
from Israel, and with gifts from 
former students. There are many 
unique objects that may be found in 
the Kudroff home. One such object 
is a picture frame from the 1990 
BHS prom, which her son received 
when he was a student. Rather than 
fill the frame with a prom picture, 
Morah inserted a photograph of an 
orthodox Jew.  Lama lo?
 Another interesting feature of 
Kudroff’s home is her collection of 
water from various seas throughout 
the world. She has little bottles on 
display in her family room, filled 
with water from the Dead Sea, the 
Mediterranean, and other bodies of 
water. A real treasure that can be 
found in the Kudroff household is 
Robyn Silver’s senior picture, in 
keychain form. Kudroff loves to 
keep in touch with old students, and 

Recently, Zach was awarded the 
“School Bus Rider of the Month” 
award, given to an obedient bus rid-
er at Schechter each month. This has 
made Kudroff extremely proud, and 
the certificate is available for view-
ing in her home.
 Sarah Kudroff is a pleasure to be 
with both in the classroom and at 
home, so (with invitation) go visit 
Morah at home and get to know her 
better. Most likely, she will give you 
large helpings of food. And remem-
ber, teachers are humans, too.

Features Editors
By Jared Skoff and Monica Arkin

We’re Koo-Koo for Kudroff

Most of the senior class has begun 
the college admission process. Many 
early action and early decision dead-
lines are looming closer (November 
1st) and the regular decision dead-
line (usually some time in January) 
is on the horizon. Students are be-
ginning to freak out. As I write this, 
Seniors Amelia Wester, Victor Tse, 
and Anand Rajan are sitting next 
to me reading College Confidential 
and looking at their “My Chances” 
scores on mychances.net. 
According to “My Chances,” Vic-
tor has a 4.2% chance of getting into 
Brown University. From talking to 
Victor, I’m sure that reading about 
students with amazing test scores, 
outrageous GPAs, and unbelievable 
extracurricular activities has given 
him a serious inferiority complex. 
Similarly, Amelia is sure that she 
won’t get into her dream school, 
Georgetown University. George-
town has a 20% acceptance rate. No-
body has a good chance of getting 
in there. However, Amelia is sure 
that it’s way too selective and her 
grades are way too low for accep-
tance. Amelia, a very intelligent and 
motivated girl, has been crushed by 
ridiculous misconceptions about the 

whelming. Applicants need to fill out 
the Common App, which involves 
providing several pages of infor-
mation. They need to find, in most 
cases, two teacher recommenders, 
a recommendation letter needs to 
be written with College Counselor 
Carolyn Beeler, resumes need to be 
made, essays need to be written, and 
each student feels the need to seem 
better than everyone else. This leads 
to a very tense first semester of se-
nior year.
There are several things the school 
could do better to make the process 
less stressful for us. First, and there 
are rumors floating around that this 
may happen, select members of the 
senior class could have an opportu-
nity to inform freshmen and sopho-
mores of the kind of activities and 
accomplishments that they may want 
to include on their applications. This 
could be accomplished in an assem-
bly or an in-advisory meeting. Look-
ing back on my high school career, 
I know that it would have been very 
helpful to have heard about the ad-
missions process from the perspec-
tive of a student right in the middle 
of it.
 It would also help if advisory 
were spent preparing for the admis-

college admission process. Wester 
says, “I don’t feel like my merits, 
my grades, extracurricular achieve-
ments, things like that, are not up 
to their standards.” The stress from 
the admissions process is definitely 
getting to Wester, although she is 
doing her best to keep her head up.
Wester is not the only on though. 
Senior Spandana Govindgari is ap-
plying to Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. M.I.T. has a 3% accep-
tance rate. Govindgari is hopeful 
because she is applying as an Inter-
national Student, and, she says, she 
has an advantage over other Inter-
national Students because she has 
already been in America for a little 
over a year. However, she is nervous 
because she feels a lot of pressure to 
present herself in a positive light to 
colleges. She is also nervous about 
her October 18th interview with an 
M.I.T. Alumn. In her words, “there 
is so much school stuff going on, I 
don’t have time to prepare for an 
M.I.T. interview or to get ready for 
college.”
Govindgari has a point. Every year, 
seniors complain and worry about 
the college admission process. Part 
of the reason for this is that the 
entire process is extremely over-

sions process in a more meaningful 
way. Throughout the grades, adviso-
ry is occasionally used to “prepare” 
BHS students for the college admis-
sions process. However, and this is a 
topic for its own article, advisory is 
not usually taken very seriously. As 
juniors, we were required to create 
a resume during advisory. However, 
very few of us actually knew what 
to put on the resume. As a result, 
very few students completed a us-
able resume and, in the end, many 
of us created a new resume from 
scratch once we started the appli-
cation process. Instead of having 
students mindlessly work on col-
lege things just so that Beachwood 
can say that it prepares its students, 
advisory should be used to actually 
begin the application process. This 
could be accomplished by involving 
current seniors in the process and by 
having students keep track of their 
accomplishments or research col-
leges they may be interested in. The 
Common App does not change sig-
nificantly form year to year, and giv-
ing students a preview of what they 
will one day be filling out could eas-
ily smooth the process.

Editor in Chief
By Sam Lowenkamp

How Beachwood Could Help the College Admission Process
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Learn Hebrew:

Morah = teacher

Gveret = Mrs.

Maspeek = enough

Lama lo = why not?
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 What would you say if I told 
you that, according to economist 
Edward N. Wolff from New York 
University, the top 1% of Americans 
own 42.7% – nearly half – of the 
wealth and that the top 20% of peo-
ple own 93% of the wealth? If that 
doesn’t bother you in terms of sheer 
unfairness, I don’t know whether 
anything else in the world could.
 However, for the sake of argu-
ment, let’s imagine that sordid, 
shocking little statistic didn’t ruf-
fle you. Laissez faire, the wealthy 
earned it, you think. Now, consider 
this: Republicans would like to 
extend the tax cuts for the richest 
120,000 Americans that were passed 
during the Bush years, cuts that have 
already cost us hundreds of billions 
of dollars. The trickledown effect 
has been disproven; the corporations 

income level bracket that the cuts 
affect. Less than 2% of tax returns 
reporting small business income 
belong to the bracket affected, and 
of these, less than half of house-
holds make the majority of their 
income via small businesses. So, 
the ostensible blow to the engines 
of our economy is nonexistent.
 According to William Gale of the 
Christian Science Monitor, a better 
stimulus for the economy than the 
supposed stimulus the tax cuts offer 
is allowing them to expire and using 
the extra revenue for grants-in-aid 
to state governments, unemploy-
ment insurance benefit extensions, 
and tax credits favoring job creation. 
 However, the Republicans don’t 
actually seem concerned about the 
working man or the actual state 
of economic affairs; that much is 
clear when they persist in calling 

and wealthy have been sitting back 
and hoarding their money during 
this recession…as a matter of fact, 
it’s the major reason that we haven’t 
gotten out of our economic funk yet.
 Nonetheless, the Republicans 
want to permanently reward pluto-
crats for no apparent reason. And it 
will come at a price. According to 
the nonpartisan Tax Policy Center, 
making Bush’s tax cuts permanent 
will cost a whopping $680 billion 
over the next decade. Pretty rich 
(no pun intended), especially com-
ing from the party that claims to 
espouse balancing the budget and 
calls a bill that saved thousands 
of teachers’ jobs an unafford-
able handout to ‘special interests.’ 
 Republicans contend that allow-
ing the cuts to expire would hurt 
small businesses. However, almost 
no small business owners fit the 

for what essentially amounts to a 
financially irresponsible handout to 
a wealthy few who hold on to their 
money anyways. It is peculiar, but 
not totally unexpected, that the GOP 
would show more compassion for 
the moneyed than for those who are 
truly struggling right now and could 
use additional stimulus money.
 Unfortunately, it is patently obvi-
ous that faulty doctrine, thoughtless 
obstruction, and Obama-bashing are 
all the Republicans are capable of 
right now. The sheer hypocrisy be-
hind calling for tax cuts and whining 
about the deficit is lamentable, but 
what else can we expect from the Par-
ty of No. One only hopes that, come 
November, the electorate remem-
bers the Republicans’ financial folly.

Bush Era Tax Cuts Destroy Foundations of Economy
Staff Writer

By Scott Remer
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Sports

By Dior Stephens
Lady Bison Volleyball: Can You Dig It?

Staff Writer
 The ball flies onto the Beach-
wood side of the court as number 
five, Ena Jones, throws it back up 
into the air with a set. The spike 
hungry Olivia Mayfield, number 
twenty-one, comes over and sends 
the ball flying back to the other side 
of the court. Hitting the ground hard, 
the thud echoes throughout the gym 
and Beachwood scores yet another 
point. 
 Such moments are becoming in-
creasingly common for the varsity 
girls’ volleyball team, which boasts a 
4-4 record this year, a vast improve-
ment from last year’s disappointing 
1-12 finish. The team seems to work 
together, and their combined efforts 
showed in their favor last Monday 
against Horizon Science Academy. 
 Just last year, such successes 
weren’t the case for the Lady Bison, 
who were headed by a new coach, 
Laura Heaily, and a handful of new 
players. Junior Rena Andrews be-
lieves that last year wasn’t nearly as 
great as it is now. “The communi-
cation was off,” she said, “And our 
serves could have improved.” Add 
that to low team morale, players not 
taking responsibility, among other 
issues both on the court and off the 
court, and the Lady Bison had the 
perfect recipe for a lackluster sea-

acknowledges that the main chal-
lenges this year have been “Keeping 
the girls confident, especially when 
dealing with teams with a history of 
being good. And consistency.” The 
second year coach has set several 
high goals for the team, including 
building strong fundamentals, es-
tablishing confidence and self-suf-
ficiency as players, as well as con-
tinuing on towards greatness.

son.
 However, Rena did have some 
positive words for last years team, 
saying that “The new coach helped a 
lot with motivation and keeping our 
spirits up.” She only hoped that the 
team would “work on being more 
united and work as a team.” Rena 
also had some positive words for this 
year’s libero- a position that covers 
the middle and back of the field, and 
whose main goal is to get passes up 
the field with loud calls for the team 
to hear.
 Now, one year later, newcomer 
to Beachwood, Haley Marblestone, 
has taken her position as libero on 
Varsity. A four year veteran of the 
game, Haley was not initially im-
pressed when she started practicing 
this summer. When asked whether 
her Beachwood team was better than 
her hometown team, she answered, 
“We’re worse. We don’t have strong 
communication and our players 
don’t seem as strong.” 
 Thankfully, the team pulled it to-
gether in their latest set of games. 
The few instances of poor commu-
nication were few and far between, 
and even when the morale of the 
team dropped harshly, it picked 
right back up again after a few great 
plays. 
 Heaily, head coach of the team, 

 Watch out, the BHS golf team 
has an exciting future. Although 
largely unrecognized by the major-
ity of the BHS population, the team 
has a broad talent base at its core. 
 Paving the way for the future 
of BHS golf are sophomore John 
Tramer and Freshman Elliott Small. 
Tramer, who credits the start of his 
golf career to his experiences while 
volunteering at the Cranberry PGA 
tournament, believes the golf team 
“has the ability to compete” for 
many years. Tramer points out that 
the members of the golf team “just 
like to have fun,” an element that 
certainly benefits the performance 
of the team. Coach Will Cumpstone 
believes that despite the loss of key 
seniors at the end of the year, such 
as David Silver, John Fishman, 
and Alex Roth, “the young guys on 
the team will play well,” as they 
are counted on to contribute to the 
team. 
 Senior David Silver has played 
on the team since he came to the 
high school, and has witnessed the 

doing what we’ve been doing, then 
we definitely have a bright future,” 
declares Small.
 Actor and comedian Bob Hope 
once exclaimed, “If you watch a 
game, it’s fun. If you play it, it’s rec-
reation. If you work at it, it’s golf.” 
While John Tramer admits that “golf 
can be hard work,” he feels that the 
amount of fun the guys on the team 

evolution of the team’s young tal-
ent. Silver stresses “the importance 
of consistent practice” as an impor-
tant factor in the process of devel-
oping golf skills. Coach Cumpstone 
echoes Silver’s sentiments, adding 
that “commitment in the offseason 
goes a long way.” The young play-
ers on the team seem up for the 
challenge, however. “If we can keep 

have make the work more enjoy-
able. Silver wishes that people un-
derstood “golf actually is a spectator 
sport. With the young and exciting 
talent the team has, maybe next year 
there will be more spectators watch-
ing what could amount to be a fan-
tastic year for BHS golf.

By Scott Janovitz
Taking It Easy With BHS Golf

Sports Editor

When asked what made the differ-
ence this year, Coach Heaily noted 
the strong returning players mixed 
with an equally as impressive in-
coming class.
 “I’m looking forward to the rest 
of the year,” Coach Heaily said, 
“We can only go up from here. Now 
I would just really like some support 
from the community…These girls 
are worth it.” 

Photo by Scott Janovitz

Photo by C.A.
The BHS Volleyball Team stands together for the National Anthem.

Senior Alex Roth carefully lines up his put.
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 This year’s girls varsity soccer 
team is characterized by dedication, 
determination, and positive attitudes. 
With many team changes this year, 
such as new coaches, new team-
mates, and a whole new attitude, the 
girls are ready for a comeback.
 At their home game against Con-
neaut on Monday, September 13th, 
the girls added another win to their 
record. Within the first half, Senior 
Allie Debeljak had already scored 
two goals. In the second half, the 
team truly came alive, with seniors 
Arielle Ginsburg, Lindsay Silver 
and Shauna Tepper all contributing. 
After Ginsburg’s goal from across 
the field, the team cheered, which 
led to Silver’s killer goals. 
Consider yourself lucky you weren’t 
the Conneaut goalie when those 
shots came at the net. 
The real action was at the other end 
of the field with Beachwood goalie 
Shauna Tepper. She took a risk by 
running out of the goal to help her 
teammates and then quickly sprint-
ing back to make sure nobody scored 

 But the girls proved they deserved 
to be noticed after their amazing 
game against Independence. Playing 
against Independence has always 
given the girls trouble, but this year, 
they turned the tables around. 
“Last year, when we played Inde-
pendence, we lost by 6-0. But this 
year we held them to a  2-2 tie,” De-
beljak said. That was a major boost 
to their confidence, which improved 

on Beachwood’s goal. With a close 
goal almost sliding past Tepper, the 
girls ended the game with the win.
 Aside from their amazing game, 
the girls see a lot of differences be-
tween this year and last year. As 
goalie, Tepper has a chance to see 
how the team is working together 
while she is defending her territory. 
She sees a difference “because of 
the power {of} the senior class. We 
have about seven seniors that create 
a powerhouse in both the defensive 
and offensive aspects of the team 
dynamic.” 
Silver explained that “the team is 
unified. We have a lot of fun togeth-
er.” Many on the team feel that with 
their positive attitudes, things are 
rapidly improving.
 But with their newfound attitude, 
the girls feel the team should be 
recognized more. Many of the girls 
agree that a lot of people doubted 
their determination and skills to be 
great. Debeljak believes that “Since 
the class of 2009 graduated, every-
one just thought we would be ter-
rible.” 

their outlook for the rest of the sea-
son. 
 But the girls’ number one fans 
will always be the Boys Varsity Soc-
cer Team. “The boys always come to 
our home games after their practice 
if they can make it.” Debeljak said. 
With a brand new attitude, loyal fans 
and improved team strength, the 
girls are ready to prove themselves. 

Girls Soccer: Positive Attitudes Coming Through
By Emily Ganz

Staff Writer

By Haley Marblestone
Freshmen Contribute to Football Team Gains

Staff Writer
 Since many valuable BHS foot-
ball players graduated last year, some 
people were scared about this year’s 
team. The team has several new 
players including a new corner back, 
safety, linebacker, and right tackle.  
Where did we get these players?  
Four of them come from the fresh-
man class, and they have worked 
hard to help the team improve. 
“I think we are good this year,” said 
freshmen starter Julio Stevens.
    Athletic Director Ryan Peters 
explained, “I am pleased with the 
way they play.  The have showed a 
lot of heart.” With a record of 4-3 
currently, everyone is still trying to 
figure out how to mesh the older and 
younger kids together to act more as 
a team. 
 Ryan Peters said, “the advan-
tages of having freshmen starters on 
the team are the growth and future 
of the program, it gives them ma-
jor experience, and by the time they 
are seniors, we will be the dominant 
team.”  
 The freshmen also said how 
much they truly love the sport and 

sity is the fact that Varsity players 
are faster and bigger and JV players 
are smaller.  I feel out of place due 
to my scrawniness and I’m short.”  
Playing Varsity as a freshman is not 
the easiest accomplishment.  You 
have to be ready to work hard and 
get out on the field.  “A lot more 
commitment is involved,” said Julio 
Stevens.  
 The football team has been prac-
ticing hard in daily practice to im-

are happy to be on the varsity team.  
Head Coach Ryan Williams said, 
“five freshman guys were ready 
for varsity and stepped in and filled 
their role.  The main thing they have 
helped change is the future genera-
tion of freshman to know it is pos-
sible to play varsity right away.”  
 A great number of freshmen vol-
unteered to play this year with 17 
new freshmen overall and five on 
the varsity team.  Josh Goode starts 
as right tackle along with Jordan 
Raine playing linebacker.  Also, Ju-
lio Stevens plays safety, and Sterling 
Sanders just started last week start-
ing at cornerback.  
 One worry for Ryan Peters with 
having freshmen on the varsity team 
is their safety.  However, he says, 
both mentally and physically “these 
kids are tough enough to handle it.”
 Sterling Sanders added,” I am a 
small kid but I don’t feel small when 
playing.  I am tough enough.”  
   All of the players agreed that the 
pressure is greater playing on varsi-
ty than it was playing on the middle 
school team. Julio Stevens said, “ 
The difference between JV and Var-

prove from last year.
 In their recent homecoming 
game, The Bison defeated Newbury 
37-10. Junior quarterback Alex Hohl 
accounted for three touchdowns, 
throwing two and running for an-
other. Junior running back Ari Sobel 
was also a key contributor, rushing 
for two long touchdowns. 
  The Bison have a home game on 
October 16th against Kirtland.

The Beachwood defense lines up against the Independence offense. 
They went on to lose the game, 41-13.

Photo by Kharen Baduria

Captain Lindsay Silver and Senior Arielle Ginsburg stretch before 
practice.

Beachwood V. Gilmour- August 28- Win   
 
Beachwood V. Orange- September 3- Loss

Beachwood V. Richmond Heights-September 10- Win

Beachwood V. Conneaut-September 16- Loss

Beachwood V. Independence- September 25- Loss

Beachwood V. Newbury- October 2- Win

Beachwood V. Berkshire- October 8- Win

Beachwood V. Kirtland- October 16th- @BHS

Beachwood V. Cuyahoga Hts.- October 23- @BHS

Beachwood V. Hawken- October 29- @Hawken

BHS

Varsity

Football

Stats

Photo by Scott Janovitz
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Homecoming

By Rachel LubingerThe Beachcomber 
Welcomes New Staff

Staff Writer

A group of freshman girls pose for a picture while they take a break from the festivities.
The Drill Team, led here by captains 
Emily Ganz and Pheobe Krauss.

The senior class student council members 
ride the Rocket Car during the parade. Sophomore Kimari Ware poses 

for the camera at the dance.

Brad Burget:
Natatorium Director, Pool Director, 

and Swim Team Head Coach 

What do you think the hardest 
part of high school and college 

was and why? 
The hardest part of high school was 
the social aspect.  However, college 

was different.  For me the hard-
est part of college was astronomy 

class.

Alonna Burke:
Substitute for Sarah Thrasher

How did you learn American Sign Language? 
I started to learn it in high school. At first, I took 
Spanish, but then I switched to ASL. In college, 
I planned to be a meteorologist, but I had to take 
a language. I took ASL and my teacher told me 
I should look into getting a Deaf and Hard of 

Hearing major.

Kelly Taglieri: 
Intervention Specialist

What was your first job and 
what did you think of it?

I worked at Kentucky Fried Chick-
en, and it taught me responsibility.

What is your favorite movie?
I like the movie “Eat Pray Love”, 
I enjoy any film with Julia Roberts 

in it.

Kevin Houchins: 
TV Media Productions Teacher

Do you have any advice for high 
school students?

 I would say to enjoy the moments of 
high school and to enjoy life.  Don’t 

rush your age, meaning: do what high 
school students do.  Also, don’t try to 
be something you’re not. Later, you 

will want to have your freedom back.  
Lastly, remember that time flies by.

Kevin Kemelhar:
School Psychologist

What was your first job and what did 
you think of it?  

I worked at a funeral home and I had to 
carry in bodies that needed to be em-
balmed.  I also fixed stuff around the 

funeral home.  I thought it was a cool job 
because I got to eat all the leftover food 

from the funerals.

Rachel Chapman:
Substitute for Daria Cayne

Describe yourself when you were 
in high school and how have you 

changed since then?  
I was very involved in activities. I 
played basketball, soccer, and ran 
track.  In high school, Spanish was 

not my favorite subject, but now it is.

Senior Joe Hendlin unwittingly has 
his picture taken at the dance.

Homecoming Queen Ananya Marathe is driven across the football field by her mother.

To read full interviews, visit bcomber.org
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