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Healthy Choices in the Cafeteria?

   When asked whether the BHS 
cafeteria meets federal and state 
nutritional guidelines, Hardis 
explained, “I’m not an expert on the 
federal and state guidelines, but my 
understanding is that they do. In my 
opinion, federal and state guidelines 
are a minimal bar to live by.” 
  Hardis demanded that soda 
stopped being sold to students in the 
cafeteria during the beginning of first 
semester.
      Hollingsworth said, “AVI is trying 
to make a profit… students don’t want 
to buy celery sticks, they want to buy 
pop-tarts.  It’s basic economics.”
    While Smith acknowledges that 
AVI is a for-profit company, she 
also said that school cafeterias are 
not highly profitable businesses.  She 
explained that any school cafeteria 
is somewhat limited by cost, as they 
need to provide affordable options to 
students.
    Smith explained that the pricing 
of cafeteria items is designed to 
encourage healthy eating habits.  
Healthier items are more affordable.  
It is therefore more expensive for 
students to buy items with high 
calorie content and low nutrition.
   Regarding the slushies, Smith 
explained that they contain more 
nutritional value than some people 
realize, including “30% vitamin A, 
120% vitamin C, 4% calcium, and 
30% vitamin D.”
    Bosco sticks are a very popular 
option for students. Three days a 

week AVI serves Bosco Pizza brand 
breadsticks, two per order.
    “Bosco sticks are definitely not 
meant to be served every day, and 
I personally can only eat one at 
a time,” said head of Customer 
Service/Product Inquiries of Bosco 
Pizza Dawn Flynn in response to the 
nutritional value of one bosco cheese 
stick, which has 210 calories and 
20% of a student’s daily saturated fat 
intake.
   “We recommend switching to 
reduced fat bosco sticks,” said Vice 
President of Sales and Marketing at 
Bosco Pizza Craig Mulhinich.
   Recently, AVI put up a fairly 
large poster advertising their new 
cotton candy Ice Cream Sundae 
from Hershey’s Ice Cream.  The dish 
contains 230 calories (110 from fat), 
and 37% of a student’s daily saturated 
fat intake. 
   “The cotton candy sundaes are 
amazing,” said junior Cole Hersch
Hershey’s Ice Cream also supplies 
AVI with ice cream sandwiches 
which will allow a student to consume 
400 calories (170 of which are from 
fat) and 50% of their daily saturated 
fat intake.
     The new apple pies had no nutritional 
information on the packaging.
   Smith explained that AVI is trying 
to offer students options that they will 
enjoy. “I want them to look forward 
to lunch time,” she said.

Smith continued, “We don’t add any 
sugar or salt to any of our meals, and 
we try to serve what the kids will like.  
We also get a lot of our food from 
local sources.  And we cook it fresh 
every day.”
      USDA guidelines prohibit the sale 
of food that is “of minimal nutritional 
value” through the federally 
subsidized lunch program.  Wellness 
guidelines put forth by the Ohio 
Department of Education require that 
“Schools provide an environment 
that offers and promotes healthy and 
appealing food and drink choices.”
 Health teacher Margaret 
Hollingsworth is not impressed with 
the healthy options available in the 
cafeteria. “They have a salad bar.  
But it’s mostly iceberg lettuce, which 
has basically no nutritional value 
whatsoever.  It’s just…green.  And, 
they have breaded chicken.  Why 
not have grilled chicken?  And, they 
have extremely fattening dressings 
come in industrial size containers for 
the students to smother all over their 
meals.  It defeats the whole purpose 
of having a salad,” she said.
   BHS Principal Robert Hardis 
explained that, in his view, the BHS 
cafeteria does offer healthy options 
to students, and that some of these 
options fit the spirit of the wellness 
policy.  He said, “A lot depends on 
the students’ decisions.”  According 
to Hardis, the wellness committee 
does not formally audit the nutritional 
offerings in the school cafeteria.

    During the 2006-07 school 
year, the Beachwood City Schools 
implemented a wellness policy 
recognizing the relationship between 
health and the ability to learn.  The 
policy states, “Beginning with 2006 
- 07 school year, all foods available 
to students on campus during the 
school day and outside school food 
service hours shall comply with the 
current USDA Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans, including foods available 
to students as classroom snacks, from 
vending machines for fund raisers, 
for classroom parties, or at holiday 
celebrations.”
     Some students feel that the spirit of 
that policy, as originally implemented, 
is no longer being followed in the 
school cafeteria, which is offering a 
variety of high-calorie items including 
slushies, ice cream, and bosco sticks.
     Junior Ananya Marathe commented, 
“Slushies? Hostess products?  How 
does that fit with a healthy lifestyle?”
Senior Allison Diamond described the 
food as “Unhealthy and expensive.” 
    Junior Solly Poprish brings her 
lunch because she feels that, “heating 
up a Lean Cuisine every day is a 
lot cheaper than buying from AVI, 
and besides the low cost, it’s a lot 
healthier.”
     Jill Smith, Associate Director of AVI 
Food Services at BHS explained that 
they follow district, state, and federal 
guidelines for school lunches.
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Senior Pranks?

     Last year, when Solon High School 
administrators made the decision to 
begin breathalizing every student who 
came to their dances, they found that 
ticket sales to their winter semiformal 
dropped dramatically, causing the 
dance to be cancelled.   BHS, on the 
other hand, was able to purchase a 
Breathalyzer to use at school dances 
without causing too much alarm.
  Since the purchase of the 
Breathalyzer, the administration 
has caught some students drinking, 
but have yet to actually use the 
Breathalyzer.  “Students usually 
admit to drinking before we need to 
use it,” said Assistant Principal Paul 
Chase.  
 At this year’s prom, the 
administration did not even have 
to threaten to use the Breathalyzer.  
According to Chase, prom would be 
the worst time to come to a school 
event drunk because all the teachers 
are very alert and any students arriving 
late are watched more closely.  The 
students were all well behaved and 
almost every student arrived at after-
prom right on time.  According to 
an employee at Browns stadium, 
this year’s BHS prom was the best-
behaved prom that the stadium has 
ever hosted.  
    Using the Breathalyzer is the last 
step that would be taken if a student 
were thought to be intoxicated.  First, 
if a student or group of students arrives 
late to a dance, they immediately 
catch the eye of the administration.  
If they are acting strangely, have 
glassy eyes, and/or smell of alcohol, 
the next step would be to pull the 

student aside and question them.  As 
of now, there has been no need to 
go beyond questioning because the 
students tend to admit to what they 
have done, but if they did not then 
the final step would be to give them 
a Breathalyzer test.  
     If a student is thought to have 
been smoking before the dance rather 
than drinking, the Breathalyzer is not 
effective.   
    The Breathalyzer used by school 
administrators is much different 
from one that a Beachwood 
Policeman would carry around.  
BHS’s Breathalyzer cost the school 
around 400 dollars.  The test given 
to students is more complicated than 
one might think.  In order to use the 
small, simple-looking machine there 
is an approximately three hour-long 
instructional film. The job of the 
student during the test, however, is 
not too complicated.  All the student 
has to do is talk over the Breathalyzer 
until it beeps, signifying that it has 
collected enough breath to analyze.  
     Although the Breathalyzer has not 
been needed thus far, Chase feels it 
was money well spent. He explained 
that if nothing else, it is a great 
deterrent.
       Some students question the need 
for the Breathalyzer. Freshman Matt 
Malkin  said, “It doesn’t matter, it’s 
not going to change [whether or not 
students drink.]”
  Sophomore Brian Rose said 
“Having Breathalyzers at a school 
dance really is not going to stop kids 
from drinking. People will just drink 
somewhere else.”

was “in the works,” Fletcher was not 
hesitant to reveal why he believes 
there are not many senior pranks. 
“For me,” Fletcher revealed, “The 
worst thing that could happen would 
be to not be able to walk across the 
stage at graduation. I think many 
people worry about it.” 
     Senior Megan Murray feels that 
the administration plays a large 
part in the lack of comfort students 
feel when planning senior pranks. 
According to Murray, some seniors 
fear the consequences of participating 
in senior “traditions” such as senior 
skip day and senior pranks.  They 
do not know how the administration 
would react.
     Senior Gabe Firestone does not 
feel the administration plays such 
a large role, chalking up the lack of 
senior pranks simply to the fact that 
“People in our grade really just don’t 
care enough.”
     If someone were bold enough to 
plan a senior prank, however, what 
would constitute a safe, fun prank? 
English teacher Todd Butler feels a 
good senior prank “doesn’t harm,” and 
where students and teachers alike can 
“get a chuckle.” Fletcher agrees with 
Butler, adding that a prank should be 
both “memorable and creative.” 
     There have been a few minor pranks 
this year: the quickly foiled plan to 
saran-wrap Chase’s car, a strange 
substance applied to a bathroom door 
handle, and Sevy Harris’s morning 
announcement about taking over the 
school. But all in all, BHS students 
in the last few years have been less 
inclined to spend their time on 
pranks.

     For most, the mischievousness of 
April Fool’s Day comes only once a 
year. For seniors, however, it comes 
twice. At least, it comes twice at 
most schools. While Beachwood 
is known for many great things, 
one thing it is not known for is its 
senior pranks. 
     When prompted to recall some 
fun senior pranks at Beachwood 
from the past, history teacher John 
Perse couldn’t recall “any that 
stick.” Why are senior pranks such 
an anomaly at BHS?  
     Math teacher Don Green has a few 
ideas. “Everybody is afraid,” Green 
theorizes. “It’s kind of gotten to the 
point in education where [people] 
are so worried about something 
bad happening that some fun is 
being taken out of it. ” 
     Student Activities Director 
Craig Alexander attributes the lack 
of senior pranks to the number 
of cameras located in the school, 
explaining, “It is impossible to get 
in and out [of the school] without 
being seen.” 
     While Assistant Principal 
Paul Chase admits he is “not 
against senior pranks,” he warns 
all to remember that “something 
fun could turn into something 
dangerous.” One problem with 
senior pranks that Chase identifies 
is that it’s “hard to find one that 
doesn’t break rules.”
     But aren’t senior pranks about 
being daring? Senior Brennan 
Fletcher certainly thinks so. “People 
always talk about senior pranks, 
but never do them,” Fletcher says. 
Although promising that a prank 

by Scott Janovitz

he finished at John Carroll. “My 
parents were naturally concerned 
about whether or not I’d actually be 
in Vietnam and hoped I wouldn’t be 
in an infantry division. Many of my 
family members had served in the 
military, so the issue of the army hit 
home hard with us. On top of that, the 
casualties were piling up on the news 
– everyone was nervous.”
       Regarding his military experience, 
Vourlojianis said, crossing his legs, 
“Well, I found out a lot about myself 
and gained a huge amount of self-
confidence. I learned about the 
nature of assuming responsibilities, 
especially those related to others. It 
wasn’t just me anymore, you know? 
I had an entire platoon of guys from 
all different backgrounds that I had to 
work well with. I learned to function 
under pressure – that helps me to this 
day. In general, I mean,” he laughed, 
“I felt like I could leap tall buildings 
in a single bound. I just had that much 
confidence in my abilities, who I was, 
and what I could accomplish.”
       After the military, Dr. Vourlojianis 
went back to school at John Carroll. “I 
got my doctorate in Military History 
with focus on the American Civil War, 
so I got hired as the history chair and 
acting dean at Lorain. ” Eventually, 
he was offered a job at John Carroll.
     Dr. Vourlojianis says he loves what 
he does and that it is a true blessing to 
him to teach.
     Anthony Askew, a student in 
Ogilvy’s class, says “He seemed 
very wise - he knew how to put a 
lot of knowledge into a very short 
sentence.”

     The Vietnam Conflict is still fresh in 
the minds of many older Americans, 
especially those who served in the 
armed forces during the war. The 
topic of the war is taught in high 
school, and there are entire college 
courses centered on the intricacies of 
the politics and military dilemmas.
     Dr. George Vourlojianis, a veteran 
of the United States Army who was 
stationed in Germany during the 
Vietnam Conflict, now teaches war 
history and a course on Vietnam at 
John Carroll University. He visited 
BHS on Friday, April 30, 2010 to 
speak in social studies teacher Pam 
Ogilvy’s U.S. Studies classes. He 
also happens to have graduated from 
BHS.
  Ogilvy explained, “He gave us 
knowledge that you can’t get from a 
textbook. I mean, I could teach about 
the Vietnam War all day but I’d still 
be missing the human element of it, 
which Dr. Vourlojianis provided us 
with.
  When asked what he thought 
about BHS now, Dr. Vourlojianis 
answered: “It seems to have expanded 
tremendously since I was last here. It 
was always progressive and students 
here have tremendous opportunities 
for an excellent education.”
     He said the war was close to his 
life while he was at school. “We 
didn’t really dwell on it all the time, 
but it always sort of hung there over 
our heads, a lot like the war in Iraq 
and Afghanistan does now.”
     Dr. Vourlojianis was drafted after 

     On April 16th, BHS students 
participated in Day of Silence, 
an annual event where students 
who believe strongly in gay rights 
remain silent for a whole day to 
protest homophobia.
      “Day of Silence is an attempt 
to peacefully speak out against the 
violence, harassment, and bullying 
that many LGBT (lesbian gay 
bisexual transgender) kids, and 
kids that people simply suspect of 
being LGBT around the country 
face in and out of school,” said 
Mark Blackwell, a sophomore who 
participates in Day of Silence every 
year. 
     Day of Silence started in 1996, 
when students at the University 
of Virginia organized the first 
Day of Silence as a response to 
a class assignment about non-
violent protests. Over 150 people 
participated in the first event. Then, in 
1997, organizers took the first move 
towards expanding Day of Silence 
worldwide.  Nearly 100 colleges 
and universities participated. In 
2001, the Gay, Lesbian, and Straight 
Education Network became the 
official sponsor and organizer of 
the event.  The 2008 Day of Silence 
memorialized Lawrence King, an 
eighth grader from E.O. Green 
Middle School in Los Angeles who 
was shot and killed by a classmate 
because he was suspected of being 
gay. 
     The silence of the participants 
is meant to show solidarity with 
those who are harassed and singled 
out because of their sexuality. In 

many cases, they are afraid to tell 
what happens to them, figuratively 
being deprived of their voice. Also, 
in many states, violence against 
homosexual and transgender people 
is not classified as hate crime, and 
that is what the silence is meant to 
remind us of.
     At BHS, Day of Silence is organized 
by the Gay Straight Alliance, which 
became a recognized club last 
year. Senior Sarah Fine, one of the 
founding members of Beachwood’s 
GSA, says that students have been 
participating in Day of Silence for 
several years, but that it wasn’t fully 
organized until the GSA became an 
organized club.  This year, Fine said, 
participation in Beachwood’s Day 
of Silence increased dramatically. 
     “In the two years that I have 
participated in the Day of Silence, 
teachers have been very supportive 
because the day is not an attempt to 
disrupt the school day at all and all 
teachers are given a list of students 
who plan to participate prior to the 
day,” said Blackwell.  
     Principal Robert Hardis has 
been very supportive of this event 
also. “I don’t think I’ve ever 
heard a complaint about the Day 
of Silence,” said Hardis. Students 
who participate understand that if 
a class such as forgein langage has 
a test where speaking is involved,  
the student must speak for that 
period of time, otherwise, teachers 
acknowledge that the students 
participating in Day of Silence will 
not be verbally active in class. 
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At Battle for Darfur, Students Sing Out Against Genocide
up the event to people outside of 
Beachwood by bringing in non-
Beachwood bands,” she said. (The 
list of bands participating in the Tri-C 
High School Rock-off was used in 
order to find bands.) Wester also 
mentioned that the club attempted to 
balance enjoyment while maintaining 
the somber, humanitarian spirit of the 
event. They did so, she explained, 
by bringing in a Holocaust survivor, 
Stanley Bernath, to speak. Bernath 
described his own experiences and 
emphasized that genocide is still a 
problem in some parts of the world.
 Junior member Anna Swanson 
also commented that planning in 
advance contributed to the event’s 
success. “We started thinking about 
the event’s specifics such as the food, 
the bands, and where the money 
should be donated, starting from 
about November through December,” 
she said.
     Greg Deegan, the adviser for 
Amnesty International also mentioned 
the importance of the meetings with 
student council. “We had weekly 
meetings to ensure that the executive 
board and members of student council 
knew our overall approach and what 
task needed to be accomplished.” 
Deegan also stated that the separation 
of duties between individuals was key 
in making the event a success. 
 Because of its organization, 
many members of Amnesty believed 
that the event went smoothly. 
Newman, Swanson, and Wester all 
expressed very positive thoughts 
about this year’s turnout. Wester  
explained that the change of location 
may have played a role. “This year’s 
turnout was great,” she exclaimed. 
“Maybe it was the change of venue, 
but it seemed like there were more 
people this year than there were last 
year.” 

     In terms of fund-raising, Battle for 
Darfur was also seen as successful. 
The event was able to raise about 
$1100 to combat the genocide in 
Darfur, through their concession 
stand, as well as the $5 entry fee. 
Amnesty and Student Council also 
sold green wristbands in order to 
continue to raise funds. 
     Though Battle for Darfur was 
seen as an enjoyable event, its main 
purpose was to bring awareness to 
the continued genocide in Darfur. 
Because of this goal, Holocaust 
survivor and speaker of the night, 
Stanley Bernath, was seen as one of 
the most powerful elements of the 
event. Both Wester and Newman 
agreed. “It reminded people about 
the horrors of genocide and the need 
to stop it,” Newman said. She also 
added that Deegan made the night 
powerful when he mentioned that an 
annual Battle for Darfur is bittersweet 
because it means that the conflict is 
still happening and innocent victims 
are still dying. 
     Deegan agreed with his Amnesty 
members about the power of Bernath’s 
speech. “He personalized what it 
means to get involved to help others 
who struggle to help themselves in 
cases of genocide.” Deegan also 
mentioned that he was impacted by 
BHS students. “I was also moved by 
the generosity of many students who 
gave extra money throughout the 
night—it was really heartening.”
     Though successful, members of 
Amnesty expressed one common 
sentiment that they would like to see 
change for next year. “It was hard to 
keep the bands on schedule, so we 
ran over about twenty minutes. Next 
year we’ll be more organized in that 
respect,” Newman said.

been located in the BHS auditorium, 
where bands performed in front of 
a sitting audience. Rally for Darfur 
was held in the BHS courtyard. This 
year, Battle of Darfur was held in the 
BHS cafeteria, a wide-open space 
with a few stray chairs for adults. 
Junior Sarah Newman, a member of 
Amnesty International, stated that the 
main reason for this difference was 
the oddity of Battle of the Bands as 
a “sit down” event. “Having Battle of 
the Bands as a sit down concert didn’t 
fit their message, so it made sense to 
make it into a rally,” she explained. 
At the event, students stood about in 
crowds, while the band played on a 
raised platform in front of them.
 In order to make the event 
a success, members of Amnesty 
International played a large role 
in its organization. Junior Amelia 
Wester stated that one of Amnesty’s 
goals was to make the event fun 
for everyone. “We tried to open 

    A hot cafeteria. Check. Loud rock 
music. Check. Powerful speaker and a 
good cause. Check and check. Sound 
familiar? That’s because all of these 
elements made up BHS’s first annual 
Battle for Darfur which combined 
BHS’s popular events, Battle of the 
Bands and Rally for Darfur into one 
event on May 7th, 2010.
 This year was the first year 
that the BHS Student Council and 
Amnesty International worked 
together to combine the events. Club 
members agreed that it was more 
logical to have one large event instead 
of two small events. Students from 
both Student Council and Amnesty 
attended the event, and worked in 
areas such as the front table and the 
concession stand. 
 In order to make the 
collaboration occur, some changes 
had to be made. The first change was 
the location of the event. In previous 
years, Battle of the Bands has always 

by Asha Clark
Staff Writer

Green Dream Showcase Bigger Than Ever 

access clean drinking water for the 
rest of their lives, Perry said. Katie 
Spotz, who rowed alone in a boat 
across the Atlantic in part to raise 
money for Blue Planet Run, attended 
the Green Dream event and accepted 
a check from the Green Dream. 
     Attendees were surprised to learn 
that going green extends to many 
facets of everyday life. There was 
an enormous variety of products for 
sale, ranging from eco-friendly soap, 
to roofing materials, to sun chips, to 
jewelry, and more. As guests walked 
in the doors, they were handed a 
reusable bag filled with coupons for 
treats from Chipotle and Chick- Fil-A. 
“People are shocked at how extensive 
this exhibition of greenness is. They 
love it,” said junior Ari Meskin, who 

was working as a greeter. 
     Senior Jerry Gordon, a first time 
attendee, explained that he was 
“overwhelmed” upon his entrance.
     This year’s exhibition was 
different from previous years in that 
it showcased many more exhibitors 
including a display of the Tesla 
Roadster and a prescription disposal 
service. Sadler, who had a huge role 
in the planning and execution of the 
event, explained that the experience 
has allowed her to find her “niche.” 
Without Perry’s class, Sadler claimed 
that she would have entered college 
“fairly clueless,” but because of the 
unique experiences provided by the 
marketing program, she knows that 
she would like to study business. She 
has made the choice that is right for 
her, and said, “No matter what you do 
in life, business and marketing will 
always be a part of your career.”
    Sadler explained that the target 
audience of the Green Dream is 
“anyone who wants to live a greener 
and more sustainable lifestyle.” 
Senior marketing student Dan 
Volosov said that even if most of 
the attendees walk away from the 
exhibition without buying anything, 
it’s all about the advertising and 
spreading awareness. “Even if 
[the majority of attendees] are not 
interested in anything, in the future, 
when maybe the do need something 
[eco-friendly], they’re already going 
to know which company to go to for 
it.”

Hillary Sadler as student CEO. 
Throughout the year, Green Dream 
students sold Classic Beachwood 
T-shirts, in part to raise money for 
the Green Dream event. The class 
managed to make connections 
with over 80 green businesses and 
organizations in Northeast Ohio, 
which were then featured at the 2010 
Green Dream.
     Not only is the class spreading 
awareness of eco-friendly options, 
but some of the proceeds from the 
showcase went to the Blue Planet 
Run Foundation, which provides 
clean drinking water for Haiti. Of 
the approximately $30,000 earned, 
$2,000 went to Blue Planet Run. The 
Green Dream’s proceeds will make 
it possible for over 3,000 Haitians to 

     On April 21st, hundreds of 
students trekked across Fairmount 
Boulevard after school to attend the 
third annual Green Dream Showcase. 
Upon entering, they were greeted by 
marketing students and amazed by the 
extravagant decorations (over 10,000 
plastic bottle bottoms hanging from 
the ceiling) and an overwhelming 
number of vendors.
     The Green Dream, which is Ohio’s 
largest eco-friendly showcase, is 
hosted by Marketing teacher Greg 
Perry’s Excel Tecc class. It is an 
annual event that features businesses 
and organizations that specialize in 
going “green”.  The audience ranges 
from businesses, homeowners, and 
anyone else interested in investigating 
more energy-efficient or eco-friendly 
options. Perry explained that the 
Green Dream’s mission is “to begin 
creating a ‘greener’ tomorrow… 
today. One decision, one person, one 
day at a time—a plan so simple, it 
starts with one.”
     However, much more went into 
the execution of the showcase than 
just writing a mission statement. The 
entire school year has been devoted 
to the planning of this event, with 
Perry’s students networking and 
contacting businesses and donors. 
The class itself is organized like a 
business, Perry explained, with six 
departments: production, finance, 
sales, communications, human 
resources, and marketing, with senior 

by Asha Clark
Staff Writer

Katie Spotz rowed across the Atlantic Ocean alone to raise money for 
Blue Planet Run. The Green Dream donated $2,000 to her cause. 

Juniors Solly Poprish and Chloe Hernane perfrom at Battle for Darfur.
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Features
4

 School District Confronts Racial Achievement Gap
which is structured into political and 
social institutions. It occurs when  
institutions, including corporations, 
governments and universities, 
discriminate either deliberately or 
indirectly, against certain groups 
of people. For example, race-based 
discrimination in housing, education, 
employment and health are forms 
of institutional racism.” In other 
words, it’s the actions made by 
people in power that are based on 
subconsciously racist assumptions. 
   To give a hypothetical example, 
imagine two students.  Student A is 
white and student B is black. Both 
students take one AP class and are 
in the process of selecting classes 
for their next year. When student A 
(the white student) is asked if he is 
currently in any AP classes, the tone 
of voice in which the question is asked 
might be a “confirming a fact” tone, 
like “you take AP classes, right?” 
Now student B goes in to select his 
classes, and when asked if he is any 
AP classes, there could be skepticism 
and question in the counselor’s voice. 
This subtle expression of attitude and 
expectations, which could happen in 
any school, whether it comes from a 
teacher, counselor, administrator, or 
even a parent, could have a tremendous 
impact on a student’s expectations for 
himself. It’s not done on purpose by 
any means, but small differences like 
that are noticed by students and can 
possibly make a person think that he 
or she is capable of less than others. 
    Biased test questions are a form of 
institutionalized racism as well. Some 
critics have pointed out that if the 
creators of the test are predominately 
white, white culture will be embedded 
in the questions,  giving white students 
an unfair advantage.

The Gap in Beachwood

     Although a wealthy school district, 
Beachwood has been addressing the 
problem of its own ethnic achievement 
gap.  However, according to 
scores from OGT and OAT tests, 
Beachwood’s achievement gap is 
smaller than others across the state. 
According to the Ohio Department 
of Education, in the 2006-07 school 
year, the state average for black 
students at or above the proficient 
level in OGT reading was 73%. At 
BHS, 88.8% of the black students 
were at or above the proficient level. 
In OGT math, the state average was 
56.4% of black students were at or 
above the proficiency level, at BHS, 
80% of the black students scored at or 
above the proficient level. 
     Difference in racial disparities 
can be seen as early as kindergarten, 
and are present all the way through 
high school. In 2009, 82% of the total 
white students passed the 3rd grade 
reading OAA, while 58% of the total 
black students passed. 88% of Asian 
students passed as well. 
    The disparities in achievement 

would appear to be greatest at the 
high school level, “because there are 
more visible indicators” explained 
Superintendent Richard Markwardt. 
Because of the AP and honors classes 
in high school, as well as more of 
a variety of classes, the level of 
tracking makes the achievement gap 
seem more pronounced. 
      Differences in racial disparities 
can also be seen on the scores of 
criterion-referenced tests. The 
difference in the number of minority 
students enrolled in AP and honors 
classes is another marker used 
to study ethnic achievement. For 
example, in the 2009-10 school year, 
there were 32 Caucasian students 
in AP American Gov, and there 
were 0 African American students. 
In AP American History, there are 
36 Caucasian students, with only 4 
African Americans. In AP Statistics, 
there were 30 Caucasian students, 
and 2 African Americans. It is from 
looking at numbers like these that the 
district knows that it has a problem. 

 
What is Beachwood Doing?

   Social Studies teacher Greg 
Deegan helped found the Differential 
Achievement Committee, which has 
been working since 2003 to close 
the gap. Since the formation of this 
committee, improvements have been 
seen. “Some are anecdotal, and some 
are data driven, OGT passing rates 
have improved, and GPA’s are going 
up,” said Deegan. 
     According to Deegan, an 
“atmosphere of mutual respect and 
openness” is the first step necessary 
to close the gap. Students will be 
more likely to approach a teacher for 
help when there is respect between 
them, which is a big leap to closing 
the gap. In this case, it’s not always 
determined by how the student 
engages the class, but how the teacher 
engages the student. 

   
What is the Achievement Gap?

     The “Achievement Gap” refers to a 
difference in educational performance 
between white and underprivileged 
groups. For many years, it has been 
identified as a problem in school 
districts nationwide. The gap can 
be measured by comparing grades, 
standardized tests, and other measures 
of academic achievement. 
    In 2001, former President Bush 
signed the No Child Left Behind Act, 
hoping to boost standards in public 
education. According to the National 
Governors Association, The goal of 
the act was to set higher standards 
for all students by establishing 
measurable goals of improvement. 
The act would give local school 
districts more money and more 
flexibility to use resources where 
they are most needed. The NCLB 
Act holds the schools responsible for 
making sure that kids are learning. 
     The act also requires states to develop 
standardized tests that are used to 
compare scores to other schools and 
see where help is needed.
   The NCLB act is crucial in 
narrowing the achievement gap 
because it requires states to set 
the same bar for underprivileged 
students, such as students that come 
from economically disadvantaged 
families, have disabilities, are limited 
in English proficiency or are from 
minority groups.  
 This means that  if a 
group constantly fails to meet the 
performance standards set by the 
state, the district must provide 
additional services to those failing 
students. As the National Governors 
Association put it, “schools are now 
only considered successful if they 
close the achievement gap.” 

What Causes the Achievement 
Gap?

     There are a number of theories 
as to why a gap exists. Scholars who 
study academic achievement have 
identified the role of parents, culture, 
student attitudes, teacher attitudes, 
and even early childhood education. 
In Beachwood, one possible 
explanation for those students new to 
the district is that they moved from 
a district with lower expectations. 
Because Beachwood has such a 
rigorous curriculum, transfer students 
often find themselves struggling in 
classes they were passing with ease at 
their old districts. This effect is more 
visible in honors and AP classes. 
According to BHS Principal Robert 
Hardis, there is another, more subtle 
force at work creating a difference 
in achievement: institutionalized 
racism. 
    Institutionalized racism can be 
explained as “a form of racism 

Staff Writer

by Danny Rose

   “We take into consideration all 
the different variables that effect a 
student’s achievement, such as level 
of instruction previously given (from 
previous years or districts), the quality 
of the educational program and the 
type of teaching the student receives” 
said Lauren Broderick, Director or 
Pupil Services in Beachwood.
      The district also has a contract with 
the Pacific Educational Group, or PEG, 
a company whose mission is to address 
issues of educational inequality by 
providing individualized guidance to 
school districts to meet the needs of 
students with minority backgrounds. 
The group gives individualized and 
comprehensive support. PEG helps 
educators develop effective strategies 
for closing the achievement gaps in 
their districts. But PEG isn’t enough. 
“There’s no magic bullet solution,” 
said Broderick, “if the perfect solution 
was out there, we’d be using it.” 
    A reason is because so many places 
disparities can be seen. “they take on 
all different shapes” said Markwardt, 
explaining that there are important 
questions to ask, such as, “are they 
involved [in school activities]? Why/
why not? What’s their GPA? Are 
they urged to take honors and AP 
classes?” 
   Although there may be no golden 
solution, test results show the gap in 
Beachwood has been closing over the 
past few years. In the 2006-07 school 
year, 79.6% of black students were 
proficient in OGT reading, in 2007-
08 that percent increased to 83.6%, 
and in 2008-09 the percent rose to 
88.8% proficient. African Americans 
who have been in the district for a few 
years tend to perform significantly 
better than the recent transfers, which 
suggests that the efforts made in the 
district have achieved results, setting 
Beachwood on the right track. 
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The science OGT from last year is one indicator of the achievement gap.



Battle of the Building Subs

   The effects of the oil spill in the 
Gulf of Mexico are as wide ranging as 
they are devastating.  From oil slicked 
pelicans to blackened beaches, there 
is no denying that this is already the 
worst oil spill in US history.  
     After exhausting the “top kill” 
efforts and denouncing that method as 
a failure, BP is now resorting to Plan 
B: cutting part of the rig and literally 
putting a cap on the spill to prevent 
oil from further leaking into the ocean 
ecosystem.  
    The environmental impact of oil 
spills has historically been destructive.  
During the Exxon Valdez spill of 1989, 
thousands of animals died during the 
days following the sinking.  As for 
long-term consequences, the reduction 
in population and the stunting of 
growth could be seen in populations of 
whales and fish.  According to NOAA, 
o il contamination can “produce 
chronic low level exposure, discourage 
sustenance where contamination is 
heavy, and decrease the wilderness 
character of an area.”
    President Obama commented, “We 
will continue to pursue any and all 
responsible means of stopping this leak 
until the completion of the two relief 
wells currently being drilled.”
    A technician who has been working 
on the oil rig commented in a New 
York Times article, “The engineers 
are disappointed, and management is 
upset…Nothing is good, nothing is 
good.”
    So, in the midst of this gargantuan 
issue, a question arises.  Off-shore 
drilling: is it really worth it?  

Staff Writers

by Jared Skoff and Monica Arkin

Staff Writer
by Lauren Wyman
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Science Corner:
Disaster in the Gulf

Where did you go to college and what was your 
major? 

Kent State University and Integrated Social Studies

If you could have any superpower what would it 
be? 

Hulk-like strength and Batman-like resourcefulness

Favorite TV show? 

Man, this is like choosing between my children. I’d 
have to say: Curb Your Enthusiasm, Eastbound and 
Down, Family Guy, South Park, Real Time with Bill 
Maher, and Billy the Exterminator. 

What is your cholesterol level? 

Not as great as I’d like it to be. 

If you could live in any city, which would you 
choose? 

Someday, it would be nice to move to either Shaker 
Heights or Beachwood. I have a lot of appreciation 
for what Cleveland and its suburbs have to offer so I 
couldn’t see myself moving out of the area. I live in 
University Heights right now and I love it. 

If you could have two members of the BHS staff 
as parents who would you choose? 

There are so many great staff members in this school 
but off-hand I think that Senor Summers and Mrs. 
Dudley would be pretty fun parents.

Do you consider Gail Brewster a role model?  

Definitely a role model. She has a classroom 
presence that any young teacher could appreciate and 
strive to achieve. 

Where did you go to college and what was your 
major? 

Cal State Fullerton and Biology

What is your favorite family recipe? 

Pasta with Meatballs & Sausage

If you could have any actor play you in a movie, 
who would you choose?          

Tom Hanks

Mean girls or hello kitty?

Mean Girls

Truth or Dare?

Dare

Justin Bieber or The Jonas Brothers?

The Jonas Brothers

If you could have any superpower what would it 
be? 

Flying (save me a lot on my flights back to Cali)

Favorite TV show? 

It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia

If you could be any animal (besides human) which 
would you be? 

Dog

Who is your favorite teacher to sub for? 

Mr. Perry – best room in the school

Jason LeDonneDon Majercak vs. 



600 Attend Premiere of Holocaust Film

   As lead editor and production director 
Brad Charna said, “It opened my eyes”.
      In Heyman’s words, the survivors 
teach “lessons of sacrifice, determination, 
courage, and dignity” The film itself 
weaves factual information and 
still images with video clips of the 
survivors, leaving the viewer with 
both an informational and emotional 
understanding. The interviews with the 
survivors are set up so you feel as if you 
are in their home. You can see their faces 
and their hands as they talk to you about 
their lives, their struggles, and their 
achievements. Seeing each individual 
and their contributions, the viewer 
realizes how much each person matters. 
As student pre-production director Marc 
Eisenberg said, it’s “sixteen compared 
to six million.” Just hearing “One story, 
one human,....six million of those.” 
     The journey that this documentary 
takes you on is one that illustrates the 

capabilities of humans to be both cruel 
and cold hearted or kind and resilient. 
As Eisenberg explained, it makes 
you realize that the events that led 
us to say, “Never again” could have 
occurred to many of us had we been 
in Europe at that time. For him, being 
strongly connected to his family and 
the Jewish community made the impact 
of meeting the survivors even stronger. 
Hearing their stories made him realize 
that he is truly “lucky in comparison”.
            Brad Charna feels similarly about being 
lucky. As he puts it, “we all have issues 
in our lives, but hearing the survivors’ 
puts our struggles in perspective.”
     The film premiered on the evening of 
Thursday, May 27th at Temple Tifereth 
Israel. Over 600 people attended. When 
the opportunity comes again, go see 
this movie. It truly demonstrates the 
words of one survivor who said that 
tolerance “will come.  It must come.”

   There are very few students in 
Beachwood who have not learned 
about the Holocaust. Many of us have 
studied it, written essays about it, or 
been tested on it. Some of us have 
grandparents or great grandparents 
who lived through the Holocaust. 
However, many of us feel somewhat 
removed from it. It takes something 
powerful to truly connect us to this 
unbelievable point in our history. This 
documentary, created by BHS staff 
and students, manages to do just that.
  It all started in the summer of 
2006 when Superintendent Richard 
Markwardt initiated the Holocaust 
film class with drama teacher Shiela 
Heyman. By Spring of 2007, the first 
class of BHS students would begin 
their four-year project. Eventually, 
the total number of students involved 
would grow to 31. The project 
would evolve from a 40-minute 
documentary into a 90-minute 
feature film. Intended for educational 
purposes, the film is centered around 
the stories of sixteen Holocaust 
survivors who settled in Cleveland.
   This film is different from most 
Holocaust films. It allows the viewer 
to hear the survivor’s stories of what 
happened during the Holocaust, but 
also to understand their journeys 
from childhood trauma in Europe to 
adult lives in Cleveland, where many 
of these survivors have made major 
contributions. These people become 
architects, entrepreneurs, researchers, 
and even major supporters of 
nonprofits and charities. Each life 
helped make Cleveland a better 
place. Watching this film connects 
the viewer to history, but also to the 
lives of these brave, inspiring people. 

By Arielle Cohen

Thai Iced Tea is Yummy: A Review of Mint Cafe

about the different types of food available 
to the customers.  The food is brought 
faster than at most restaurants; customers 
usually receive their meals within 10 to 15 
minutes after ordering. After the waiter 
or waitress makes sure that everybody 
has the right dish within another couple 
of minutes, they reappear, asking how 
the meal is and if there is anything else 
that is needed. No table is left waiting, 
as there is always someone walking 
around pouring water and making sure 
that everything is running smooth.
     The quality of food and service are 
both key components to the Mint Café 

experience. However, this restaurant 
would not be complete without one 
other thing: the ambience. When one 
walks in, it ís a much different from 
the busy atmosphere of Coventry; 
there is calming music and the light 
chatter of customers enjoying their 
evening. The costumers enter into a 
very calm, small, friendly, dining area. 
       Mint Cafe is a great restaurant because 
of the quality of its food, the excellent 
service, and the friendly atmosphere. 
Hopefully, everyone will get to try Mint 
Café someday, but until then, happy eating.  

     In Cleveland  there are many ethnic 
restaurants with diverse menus offering 
food from all over the world. One of 
these restaurants is Mint Café, located on 
Coventry Rd. There are many reasons why 
this  restaurant is highly recommended.
     At Mint Café, the food always arrives 
in generous portions and is cooked to 
perfection. After the first bite, it is hard 
to stop eating, as one wishes that the 
dish would be endless. One of the many 
outstanding meals is the Lemongrass 
Chicken. This is a dish that consists of 
grilled chicken and vegetables, lightly 
coated with sauce and sprinkled with 
various spices. When one eats this, the 
flavor of the chicken is incredible, and the 
vegetables tie the dish together. This dish 
also comes with a side of rice, and if the 
rice is mixed with the sauce, it makes the 
dinner that much better. A person should 
take ample time to finish their food and 
make sure that they are satisfied before 
the fortune cookies—marking the end of 
the meal--come around. By this point, 
patrons do not want to leave and are 
definitely looking forward to a return visit. 
      It’s not just the quality of food that 
Mint Café offers; the service is also 
exceptional. The waiters and waitresses 
are friendly, prompt, and knowledgeable 

Bison Beat

6/12 Parade The 
Circle

University Circle

6/02 Uptowne Buddha
 Grog Shop

7/13 Sleigh Bells
 Grog Shop

**Photos by Rachael Silver

Staff Writer

The window of Mint Cafe on Conventry.

Arts and Entertainment

by Jeffrey Zuckerman

Staff Writer
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Roman Frayman, pictured here with his family, is one of the survivors featured in the film.

Photo by Rachael Silver
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Yesterday, I was walking down the ________ (number) hallway 
when I saw Mr. __________________ (name of teacher) sneak out 
of the  __________ (noun).   He was holding a ______________ 
(noun) and he ran toward an empty classroom.   I didn’t know what 
to do so I _____________  (verb) and told my friend ____________  
(name) about what I saw.  Together, we ran back to the classroom 
and __________ (verb) on the door.  Nothing happened.  We 
decided to _____________ (verb) a little while longer.  We stayed 
there for __________________ (amount of time) until another 
teacher, Mr. _______________ (name of teacher) went inside the 
room carrying a _______________ (noun).  We decided to take 
action. We waited until the next teacher, Mr. ______________ 
(name of teacher) went inside the room. We had secretly hidden 
behind a _______________ (noun) and jumped into the room 
before he could ___________ (verb) the door. Inside, we saw a 
_____________ (adjective)  party full of _________________ 

(noun). 

The End. 

Beachwood MAD LIBS
by: Rachel Komich

A Trip to Squire’s Castle with Rachael Silver
Squire’s Castle, there are only a few 
and when I was there, they were being 
used by screaming kids whose parents 
sent them off to get a break from their 
shrill shrieks. However, there is plenty 

of room to run around, and this is 
where a Frisbee may come in handy. 
If you’re there late enough, end 
your day by watching the sunset. 

org, a web site that documents ghost 
stories from all over the state, the story 
behind the haunting is completely 
false. As the story goes, the family 
resided in the castle as Mr. Squire 
was planning his estate.  Supposedly, 
Mrs. Squire would walk around 
carrying a red lantern frequently 
at night. One night she wandered 
into the trophy room, scared by all 
the dead animals, she tripped and 
broke her neck. Apparently, people 
have reported hearing her screams 
at night. No matter how convincing 
this story seems, Mrs. Squire never 
actually lived in the castle, and in 
fact she died, most likely of natural 
causes, in 1929 after the castle was 
sold and bought. 
     As you approach Squire’s Castle it 
is surely not to be missed. The stone 
structure dominates the surrounding 
natural area. After exploring the not-
so-large castle, a hike is suggested. 
There a many adventurous trails 
surrounding the castle. If you’re in 
a peaceful mood, perhaps you could 
sit by one of the numerous ponds 
filled with wildlife such as ducks, 
geese, and the occasional frog. After 
you’re tired out from hiking, head 
back to the large grass area in front 
of the castle. Hopefully, you brought 
a blanket and food. Have some lunch 
or an early dinner. While many 
people love eating, some might want 
to run around. 
 Although there are swings at 

  We all remember traveling to 
Squire’s Castle at some point in our 
childhood. With the warm summer 
months approaching, this century-
old castle turned attraction is a prime 
place to picnic, hike, toss a Frisbee 
or just relax in the sun. 
     According to the historical marker 
at the site, Squire’s Castle was built 
by Feargus B. Squire, a founder of 
the Standard Oil Company, some 
time in the 1890’s.  This “castle” 
actually isn’t a castle at all, but was 
built to serve as the gatekeeper’s 
house that would stand in front of 
the large estate. However, Squire’s 
estate was never built and Squire 
sold the property in 1922. It was later 
bought by the Cleveland Metroparks 
in 1925, and now sits at what is 
the North Chagrin Reservation. 
Although the castle appears rather 
hollow now, it was once filled with 
furniture and Squire’s dead game 
was mounted on the walls of the 
trophy room. This “castle” even 
had an upper floor, all of which has 
obviously been torn down. The only 
remains of the upper floor are the 
seams in the wall and the ceiling. It 
is also rumored that there was once a 
cellar in this house that is now filled 
with concrete; however, not enough 
substantial evidence has been found 
to prove this. 
     I’m sure many readers have heard 
the rumors that Squire’s Castle is 
haunted. According to ghostsofohio.

by Rachael Silver

Staff Writer

   Classic ‘50s lounge music.  
Plush cushioned seats.  Flowing 
red curtains.  An expectant tension 
in the air.  The lights dim and the 
curtains begin to part.  The BHS 
drama club production of Grease 
has begun.
      Over the past few years, some 
drama club productions have not 
attracted large audiences. On 
Friday, April 23, Grease smashed 
this tradition to pieces.  The leads, 
Amnon Carmi as Danny Zuko, and 
Jordan Kaye as Sandy, were dead 
on.  Their rendition of “All Choked 
Up” sent the audience atwitter with 
cat calls, whispering, and cheers.  
Aside from their stellar singing, the 
pair also demonstrated wonderful 
dancing and acting abilities.  Kaye 
perfectly manifested the innocence 
and spunk of Sandy’s character, 
especially when contrasted with 
the flirtatiousness of the rest of the 
cast.  Carmi’s Zuko had the female 
audience members swooning in 
their seats and crying out for his 
attention.
     The “Pink Ladies,” Allison 
Diamond, Lindsay Bialosky, 
Courtney Fishman, and Emily 
Evans, and the “Burger Palace 
Boys,” Gabe Firestone, Ben 
Ducoff, Brett Music, and Cody 
Swanson, supported the leads very 
well.  They provided great back-
up vocals and made the dance 
numbers interesting.  Some of them 
also had their own solos, which, 
in my opinion, were performed 
at a much higher caliber than past 
BHS musicals I have seen.  
   The singing, dancing, and 
acting were all top-notch, but 

Drama Club Production of “Grease” Delights Audiences

they alone did not set Grease apart 
from past musicals. What did set 
Grease apart was the attitude of the 
cast.  From beginning to end, it was 
quite apparent that the entire cast 
was enjoying the performance and 
each other.  Despite the sophomoric 
teasing and physical fights that took 
place on stage, the audience could 
tell that the actors and actresses were 
having fun.  According to female lead 
Jordan Kaye, “it [the cast] was the 
greatest in the history of the world.  
We all loved each other so much and 
I’m going to miss everybody, we 
became so close... rediculously so.”  
There was obviously a great deal of 
chemistry between members of the 
cast.  
     This chemistry was also apparent 
off the stage.  During the week 
leading up to opening night, the 
cast of Grease hosted a “Sock Hop 
Day” and sold root beer floats during 
lunch.  The cast also wore their show 
T-Shirts and strutted the halls.  Their 
enjoyment of and excitement over 
the show helped to create the positive 
mood and atmosphere during the 
show.  According to Carmi, “the way 
you could tell how close we were is 
that even with our huge workloads 
and depressing school work, we 
brushed it aside to spend time with 
each other at Chipotle.”
     People perform best when they are 
doing something that they enjoy, and 
the cast of Grease certainly enjoyed 
their show, which was performed 
very well.  With some luck, the 
students and faculty can expect 
equally dazzling performances in the 
future.

by Sam Lowenkamp

Staff Writer

Leading lady Jordan Kaye sobs as Sandy. Leading man Amnon Carmi 
dances as Danny.

The cast of Grease comes together during Hand Jive.

Burger Palace Boys Gabe Firestone, Brett Music, and 
Cody Swanson slide across the floor.

Photos by Rachel Komich and  Brundon 
Rotsky.

For 
multimedia 
coverage, 
check out 
our website 
at www.
bcomber.
org
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Class of 2010: Remembering their Years at BHS
was close and having a blast.” 
However, the class of 2010 did not 
always share a tight-knit relationship. 
Jerry Gordon said, “the seniors were 
like the Rugrats. Everyone originally 
had their own Angelica, a person 
whom they weren’t very fond of, but 
in the end [we] all learned to love each 
other.”

Ultimately, 
the class 
c a m e 
t o g e t h e r 
as a group 
that really 
r e s p e c t s 
their peers. 
So when I 
asked “if 
you could 
live the 
day in the 
life of one 

senior, who would it be?” I received a 
variety of responses. 
   Eric Silverman declared, “Katie 
Landis seems to never be in class, 
because she has three study halls. That 
would be cool to spend half my day in 

the library.” 
    Social studies teacher Karissa 
Piper  replied, “I’d like to live a day 
as Gabe Firestone because he is 
talented in many areas where I am 
not, but wish I was, and I’ve never 
lived a day as a guy, which would 
be interesting. I’m not convinced 
the experience would be as Beyonce 
imagines it.” 
    The student who was most 
often mentioned was Andrew 
Darvin. Many wanted to know 
what it was like to be the Student 
Council President. Others were 
curious about how he managed his 
AP-packed schedule along with 
his laundry list of extra curricular 
activities. (I guess it will remain a 
mystery)   
      Though the seniors are graduating, 
this is not “game over”. Like in a 
video game, they still have many 
levels left to complete, and we wish 
them the best of luck in their future 
endeavors.

wear to 75% of our class, and raised 
around two thousand dollars.” 
Their astounding sales motivated 
the students to think of creative 
fundraises for the rest of their time 
at BHS.
  Senior class adviser Jason 
LeDonne explained that this class 
is exceptional because of the 
“willingness 
of students to 
participate in 
fundraisers.”
S t u d e n t 
A c t i v i t i e s 
Director Craig 
A l e x a n d e r 
said, “the 
S t u d e n t 
C o u n c i l 
seniors had a 
great sense of 
responsibility.  
   They were very active, and 
determined to have a good prom.” 
Senior Nathan Newman felt “prom 
had real Cleveland pride, by being 
held in Browns stadium.” 
Ben Besunder liked “how everyone 

    When you think of video games, 
what pops into your head? Maybe 
you wish you were playing one 
instead of reading this article. Or you 
may think of your high score on Call 
of Duty. But when I hear those two 
words I think of Spirit Week, and the 
“Senior Smash Brothers.” 
       As we say goodbye to the class 
of 2010, we reminisce about their 
four years at the high school. It is 
notable that this is the first class who 
has gone through four years with 
Principal Hardis and Vice Principal 
Paul Chase. With graduation right 
around the corner, the seniors 
begin to recognize that their time 
at BHS will become a memory. But 
what truly made their high school 
experience a perfect 10?
       “Spirit Week” said Senior Matt 
Norton. “We cared about it, which 
actually made it fun.” 
    Eric Silverman added, “There 
was a strong participation in Spirit 
Week freshmen year. We sold spirit 

by Courtney Fishman

Immigration: Liberal vs. Conservative

18,000 people die every year because 
they lack health care coverage. 
People are denied coverage because 
of pre-existing conditions. Half of all 
bankruptcies are caused by medical 
expenses. Most embarrassingly, we’re 
the only industrialized nation without 
a universal health care system.
     Within our patchwork system, there 
is a tremendous amount of inefficiency. 
We spend around $2.5 trillion a year 
(and rising) – the most in the world 
– on health care, but administrative 
costs swallow about one-third of this. 
According to Dartmouth researchers, 
Medicare wastes $1 out of every $3 it 
spends, and, as anyone who has been 
hospitalized for a few days knows, 
prices are outlandish.
     The status quo hurts everyone. 
As prices soar, small businesses 
struggle, as do workers. Some people 
have to choose between medication 
and food. Nevertheless, some believe 
government shouldn’t interfere: let 
the free market work.
     The free market doesn’t always 
work, though. It costs money and 
destroys lives, as we saw when our 
economy nearly collapsed recently. 
We need government intervention 
through a public option: an insurance 
plan that would compete against 
private insurers. Since the government 
can negotiate lower rates with 
hospitals, the public option would 
be inexpensive, forcing insurers to 
lower their premiums, benefitting 
everyone.
Again and again, we’ve defended our 
fundamental values: against Britain, 
against fellow Americans, and against 
the tyranny of dictators. Health care 
reform is another link in that proud 
tradition; it is our way of proclaiming 
that we value life over money and 
pragmatism over partisanship.

     On September 9, President Obama 
addressed Congress and the American 
people on health care reform. Initially, 
his speech drew bipartisan applause. 
But then he ventured into territory 
that Rep. Joe Wilson (R-SC) found 
questionable. Discussing illegal 
immigrants and reform, Obama 
stated, “There are those who claim…
reform efforts would insure illegal 
immigrants. This…is false.” It was 
at that point that Wilson had had 
enough. Furiously, rashly, wrongly, 
and childishly, he shouted, “You lie,” 
his voice resounding in the relatively 
quiet chamber.
   Besides being an unheard-of 
breach of protocol, Wilson’s retort 
encapsulated the entire debate. In this 
debate, however, the liars have been 
the Republicans and special interest 
groups. 
     Over the past few months, they 
slung   mud, coined catchy phrases, 
and yelled – anything to distract 
you and your parents. They created 
controversies over Obama’s birthplace, 
non-existent “death panels,” and 
even a nonpartisan address to 
schoolchildren. Some town hall 
protestors compared Obama to Hitler; 
others bandied about that tired refrain 
– “socialism.” One brainwashed man 
told his representative to “keep your 
government hands off my Medicare” 
– a government-run program. 
   Essentially, the opposition to 
health care has prevented a reasoned 
debate. Because of this, voters are 
sharply divided, with a recent Gallup 
poll showing equal amounts for and 
against it and a whopping one-quarter 
(24%) undecided.
     However, it’s clear. Reform makes 
sense. According to the Census 
Bureau, the number of uninsured 
rose to 46.3 million in 2008, and the 
Institute of Medicine reports that 

  Since the problem of illegal 
immigration from Mexico has 
contributed to economic drain and 
increased crime, the state of Arizona 
has decided that enough is enough. 
     Crime in Arizona has increased 
dramatically in recent years, 
especially drug-trafficking related 
crime. There has also been a surge 
in the weapons trad within the past 
decade. 
   When trying to eliminate drug 
smugglers, crime rings, coyotes, and 
other criminals, Arizona has found 
one hand tied behind its back when 
trying to be proactive. Current law 
allows federal enforcement agencies 
to ask for proof of citizenship 
just as any officer would ask for 
identification. We do not consider it 
wrong for federal agents to ask law-
violators for proof of citizenship. It 
is the government’s duty at all levels 
to protect its citizens from criminals 
and if those criminals are illegal, 
then it is up to the government to act. 
This way of thinking is commonly 
accepted and few disagree about 
the government’s duty to protect its 
citizens. This is why I find it odd 
when people oppose the exact same 
practice at the state level. 
     Having read the controversial 
Arizona Senate law, I can confirm 
nothing is mentioned on the basis 
of race or ethnicity, and therefore 
I don’t understand the controversy 
that surrounds the law. Now it makes 
good sense to ask why this bill was 
created if a federal version with 
near identical mandates is already 
in place. The problem is that the 
federal version is hardly enforced 
and it is not preventing illegal 
immigration like it should be. So 
in order to insure that law violators 
are American citizens, Arizona 

lawmakers decided to pass a law, 
similar to the national one, in order 
to protect Arizonians from the crime 
caused by illegal immigration. 
     Despite the reality, many claim 
that the law is unjust. Political 
analyst and commentator Bernie 
Goldberg asked, “Do you want the 
illegal immigrants bussed to your 
neighbor hood from Arizona, and 
have the state and community pay 
for welfare, education, and jail? 
It’s easy to be compassionate from 
a distance.” It’s easy for people 
who live in gated communities in 
California—or Ohio--to preach 
amnesty when they don’t live with 
the same problems that middle 
class Arizonians do. The Arizona 
law is enforced as a secondary 
offence, like the law preventing 
Ohio teenage drivers from having 
more than one passenger under 
17; an officer cannot confront one 
about one’s citizenship without that 
individual breaking another law 
first.  The Arizona law is focusing 
on a problem, just because the 
problem is in Hispanic precincts 
doesn’t make the law racist. 
     If you’re German, Japanese, or 
Swedish, and you are in a fender 
bender and the cops ask for green 
card, license, and insurance, and 
you don’t have any, you will be 
arrested and possibly deported 
depending on the violation and 
other variables. It isn’t the fault of 
Arizona lawmakers that the majority 
of illegal immigrants are Hispanics 
and that illegal immigrants commit 
a significant amount of crime 
within their state. Criminals—no 
matter their ethnicity--need to 
be prosecuted and dealt with to 
maintain public safety. 

Staff Writer

by Scott Remer
Staff WriterLiberal

“...the seniors were like the 
Rugrats. Everyone originally 

had their own Angelica, a 
person whom they weren’t very 
fond of, but in the end [we] all 

learned to love each other.”
-Jerry Gordon

Beachwood High School Students Sound Off

by Joe Hendlin

Staff Writer
Conservative
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I want practical jokes…between academic departments.
           I want insane quantities of locker signs…about absolutely nothing.
    I want to see thirty guys standing in the bleachers with painted stomachs…
during class assemblies.  
    Although Tevye and his daughters feuded about this topic, traditions are 
the lifeblood of any institution.  Unfortunately for us, it is also an aspect in 
which we generally seem to lack.
    I mean, don’t get me wrong.  We do have some traditions.  Spirit Week. 
Top Twelve.  Senior Skip Day.  And they’re great for binding us together.  
Yet a major issue with these “traditions” is the fact that they often take 
away from the academics of the school day. So, these traditions bring the 
students closer together, but they don’t equally bring the teachers and 
students together, nor the administration and students.  And that can’t be a 
very solid tradition….
       Senior Natali Vannoy commented on the lack of a solid legacy of 
traditions at BHS. “I think you need school spirit to keep the traditions 
going and our school doesn’t have school spirit…at all.” 
     I was recently talking to a friend of mine who attends Berea High 
School.  He told me about senior academic signings (the academic 
equivalent of sports signings), about the tricks that the teachers in his 
English department play on each other, about the great band legacy passed 
down from generation to generation.  
      Throughout the entire conversation, I’m thinking: why can’t we be 
like that? The biggest practical joke that we’ve had (other than Sevy’s 
propaganda on the morning announcements) was the plastering of Mr. 
Butler’s face all over the school.  I always wondered who put the pictures 
in the girls bathroom….hmm…
     Anyway, traditions bind us together and, honestly, make school fun.  
Imagine: what if Mr. Luzar came into your English class with a boom box 
on his shoulder to apologize to Mr. Harvan about an argument they had?  
Imagine: what if you walked into Stats one day and saw that the entire 
room was coated in kitty posters?  
    Homecoming and Snoball pale in comparison.  Not only that, but our 
much-revered traditional hullabaloo over dances happens at every school: 
it doesn’t make us unique.  
    Perhaps comparable school traditions at Beachwood fail to stick because 
of a lack of creativity.  Perhaps they fail because of a lack of commitment.  
But I don’t think so.  Perhaps they fail because students are afraid of the 
wrath of the administration if they step out of line.  
      Senior Alex Wertheim often puts signs up on a friend’s locker.  They have 
pictures of Bob Saget, people jumping up and down, and other oddities.  
There’s the creative spark.
     An unnamed senior decided to put up around 80 posters saying “Vote 
[Anonymous] for Snoball king.”  80 posters which this student printed out 
at home and securely taped to the walls.  That seems pretty committed to 
me…even ifschool spirit is lacking.
     Although the lack of tradition may be a complicated dilemma that is 
in fact the product of many sentiments felt throughout the school, a major 
player in this issue is the administration.
      To encourage the spreading of tradition, it would perhaps behoove 
the administration to loosen thereins a bit.  What with the dethroning 
of both the manly Homecoming Queen and the womanly Snoball king, 
and the quashing of the alleged subliminal messages of bathrobes, the 
administration has shown that it takes a hard hand to any student attempts 
to break the mold of condoned traditions to make their own. By tearing 
down our quirks, it’s destroying the seeds of tradition that could bind the 
school together.
            And so, for one last time, I requestthe administration: lighten up a 
bit. It might be fun.  

Where are Our Traditions?

The Beachcomber, through its editorial pages, provides an open forum for student expression. This newspaper is equally 
dedicated to affording an opportunity to all BHS students, staff, alumni, parents, and community residents to express their 
opinions on these pages.

All unsigned editorials appearing in The Beachcomber represent the opinions of the editorial board. They do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the student body, the staff, or the administration of Beachwood High School. 

The Beachcomber welcomes all letters to the editor, whether critical, complimentary, or informative. They must be signed, 
although names will be withheld upon request in cases that may be awkward or embarrassing to the writer. Letters should 
be addressed to The Beachcomber, 25100 Fairmount Blvd., Beachwood, OH, 44122, or delivered to the editors or a secretary 
in the main office, attention Lauren Wyman. To contact Beachcomber adviser Josh Davis, please email him at jmd@beach-
woodschools.org

by Brundon Rotsky

  Urban Dictionary defines a 
”scenester” as a person who attempts 
to fit the stereotype of a certain 
scene, often relating to a specific 
genre of music. This is most often 
pop-core, emo, and other music with 
songs that are hard to distinguish 
from one another. Filled with angst 
and a kaleidoscope of bright colors 
and patterns, there appears to be a 
scenester epidemic at BHS. Walking 
through the halls, everywhere I look 
I spot a kid in skinny jeans, paint 
splattered band t-shirts, and huge 
bows consuming girls’ hair. It’s like 
an “I Spy” book in life form. I spy a 
lot of these so-called “scenesters.” 
     If the goal of a “scenester” is 
to be an individual, why do there 
seem to be so many in our school? 
Perhaps these students are just 
crying for conformity, like most 
teenagers are. The need to be part 
of group is a huge aspect of teenage 
life. Everyone feels the need to fit 
in. With so many students finding 
it easy to be “different” while still 
being in a social group, why not be 
a scenester? After all, this does seem 
to be a popular trend.
     This brings me to the hipster 
phenomena that also appears to be 
occurring at our school. Today’s 
hipsters are similar to  the 1950’s 
beatnik. A hipster is generally a 
rather smug person, a person who 
listens to indie music, and a person 
who shies away from cultural 
stereotypes. The true hipsters at BHS 
are too disgusted by the popularity 
of the hipster lifestyle that they have 
become hidden and won’t admit their 
identity. Donning plaid, converse and 
wayfarers have become so common 
that nearly everyone in all of BHS 
owns something that fits one of these 
three categories. What are wayfarers, 
you ask? Well wayfarers are the style 
of sunglasses, most often referred to 
as “Ray-Bans” because it was the 
Ray-Ban Company that popularized 
this design.  Perhaps the hipster style 
has become so popular because it has 
been made affordable by many retail 
stores at Beachwood Place. Maybe 
many more students enjoy the hipster 
style because it is much less radical 
in appearance as the scenester style. 
It does not require dying your hair or 
completely changing your wardrobe. 
All it requires is a pair of converse 
and a witty t-shirt. Oh and let’s not 
forget that superior attitude one must 
carry, something that shouldn’t be 
hard for Beachwood students to take 
on because, well, lets admit it, we 
already have. 
       Ironically, many of BHS’ 
scenesters feel that they are “unique,” 
or “individuals,” when, in fact, they 
are following a lifestyle just as much 
as our football jocks, environmental 
protection nutjobs, and ditzy girls 
do.
     Although the need to fit into a 
group is important to every teenager, 
this does not require conformity. So, 
kids, let’s take a lesson from our 
transcendental friends and think for 
ourselves.

by Rachael Silver
Staff Writer

The Beachcomber is: 
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Lauren Wyman
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Every issue, The Beachcomber Editorial Staff comes to a consensus on a topic 
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A Plea for Spirit A Plea Against Conformity
Opinion

Corrections:
The Beachcomber staff regrets the 
following errors from our April Fools 
issue:

“Mens Lacrosse Faces Defining Year” •	
was attributed to Kaulin Hooper; 
the article was written by Brandon 
Rotsky.
In “Seeing Signs: a Profile of Mark •	
Howdieshell”, the subject is said 
to have attended St. Claire’s 
Community College”.  Howdieshell 
attended Sinclair Community 
College.

     It is a sad feeling… knowing that 
you are doing everything you can 
to win the game, when you look to 
the crowd for motivation. There is 
nothing. The small crowd that does 
show up is quiet. There is no cheering. 
There is no motivation. The bleachers 
seem full of statues. Yes there is a 
crowd, but that’s all it is: a crowd. 
Fans are supposed to be jumping out 
of their seats and waving their hands, 
doing everything they can to motivate 
their team to win the game. But that 
isn’t the feeling in Beachwood.
     It seems like every home game, 
the away crowd is louder and more 
enthusiastic than the home crowd. 
That means there is no “home 
field advantage,” or victory worth 
celebrating, because the only people 
that appear to care whether the home 
team won or lost are the fourteen 
players and the three coaches on the 
sideline. It is heartbreaking to see 
our fellow students and friends give 
110%, while the fans who came to 
see this game are giving little effort to 
motivate the players.
     The game I personally will remember 
as a great high school memory is the 
great rivalry Beachwood vs. Orange 
game. It wasn’t just the electrifying 
dunks by Jeremiah Townes, or the 
great three point shots by Ari Meskin 
that made the game worth attending. 
It was the feeling in the home team 
student section. The bleachers were 
bouncing off the hardwood with 
students of all grades joining together 
with motivational chants to help the 
Bison win in an overtime victory 
against the dreaded city to the east.
     But sadly, after that game, the 
crowd numbers shrunk and shrunk. 
What once was a full house, is now 
scattered with students. But this isn’t 
just basketball. No, in my opinion 
there is a lack of Bison pride and 
spirit in many sporting events. The 
swim team, which is doing excellent 
despite a very tough schedule, hardly 
manages to bring in fans. The football 
team, who had a much-improved 
season than in years past, didn’t 
attract nearly as many fans as players 
would like.
     As a BHS student, I am embarrassed 
at times to see more away fans in 
the student section then home fans. 
This isn’t a plea for greater sports 
teams at BHS, this is a plea for a 
greater amount of spirit and Bison 
Pride. What good is an all-star season 
without a community to play for?

Staff Writer

by Or Bairey-Sehayek
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Lacrosse Is Not Just for Boys
by Megan Charms

The Crumbled Cookie: Reflections on the Cavs Failed Playoff Bid
by Jerry Gordon

LeBron wants to be the first sports 
billionaire, and leaving Cleveland for 
a bigger city, such as New York could 
make that possible, given a potential 
increase in endorsement income. 
     He has also stated that he loves it 
here in Cleveland, and has no reason 
to leave. But after a disappointing 
effort in the last two playoff games, 
many think that the final game may 
well have been LeBron’s last game in 
a Wine and Gold jersey. 
   “Even though the Cavs can offer 
more than any other team,” Deegan 
said, he still “wouldn’t be surprised 
if he left”. Of course re-signing 
with Cleveland is still an option, but 

after six years of failure to win a 
championship, could it be time for 
him to leave?
   Markovich , like many fans, 
believes, “If LeBron leaves, the Cavs 
won’t be winning anything for a very 
long time”. Hope in Cleveland would 
be at an all time low, considering the 
Browns and Indians aren’t going 
anywhere anytime soon. 
    The only thing there is to do is 
pray, pray that LeBron has faith here 
in Cleveland, otherwise we could be 
in the same hole we were in before 
we had him. Being a Cleveland fan, 
we’re use to bad luck, so we always 
expect the worse.

“We have the best record, we got 
Shaq, and Jamison, plus we have the 
back to back MVP LeBron James.  
There’s no reason we couldn’t win 
it all”. Winning a championship may 
have just gotten 100 times harder 
now, considering LeBron James 
is now a free agent, and can sign 
with any team he wants. Because 
the Cavaliers were knocked out of 
the playoffs so early, most fans in 
Beachwood predict that LeBron will 
leave. 
     Chicago and New York are the 
two teams where he is most likely to 
go, and also New Jersey. According 
to Chris Broussard from ESPN,  

    
 “The worst night of my life...
basketball wise” is what long time 
Cavaliers fan, David Markovich 
had to say following the final loss 
of the season to the Boston Celtics. 
After the 94 to 85 loss, Cavaliers 
fans everywhere were shocked, 
even though we are used to the 
Cleveland bad luck. 
     “I should know better than to 
really get my hopes up,” said social 
studies teacher Greg Deegan.
      “This was supposed to be our 
year,” said senior Alex Evans, 
referring to the Cavs loss in the 
second round of the NBA playoffs. 

Staff Writer

Staff Writer

Chenyu Zhang

Senior lacrosse player Miranda Scott lunges for the 
ball while trying to capture it in her lacrosse stick. 

over the entire season. This season 
the team won five games, displaying 
incredible improvement for a team 
only in its second year. 
     According to Nurko, one great 

team memory is of the first game 
they ever won last season, against 
Andrews Osborne Academy, making 
BHS history. “I love my team and 
I love being with them. I will miss 
them a lot next year,” said Nurko.

than boys, with the referee constantly 
blowing the whistle to halt play. Senior 
Joyce-Catherine Neville, another 
lacrosse team member, lamented, 
“We can’t even hit somebody with 
our sticks or we get a penalty. It’s 
pretty frustrating.”
     In “the good old days” the girls 
just warmed up by throwing the 
ball around and blaring music. But 
now that the team has become more 
serious, practices begin in mid-
February most days after school and 
on weekends from 3:30 to 5:30. “The 
practices help build up [the team’s] 
endurance for the games,” Nurko 
said. 30 minutes before a game, the 
team warms up by running, stretching, 
passing, and catching the ball. “This 
helps us get into the mode and pumps 
us up,” Nurko explained. 
      Coach Tramer played lacrosse 
at Yale, while Coach Burwell had 
never played this sport in his life, 
but by all accounts he caught on 
very quickly. The team concurs that 
Tramer is still an amazing player and 
helps inspire them, while Burwell has 
helped improve the team’s skills. The 
first year, they only won three games 

     Three years ago, womens lacrosse 
did  not exist in Beachwood. Two 
years ago, it was a small club where 
the girls just passed the ball around 
for a couple of hours. Last year, in 
the spring of 2009, the club became 
more serious and had a couple of 
interscholastic games. This year they 
played a total of 16 games, coached 
by science teacher Joe Burwell and 
school board member Jen Tramer. 
Now the club has enough players for 
a JV and varsity team. 
      According to senior lacrosse player 
Ilana Nurko, lacrosse is a field sport, 
like soccer. There are 12 players on 
the field for each team including the 
goalie. It is played with a lacrosse 
stick and ball, but a smaller net is used 
than in soccer. Beachwood requires 
goggles and mouth guards at all times. 
There can only be seven girls on one 
side of the field at one time, thus a lot 
of running and strategy is involved. 
      Boys lacrosse is a contact sport, 
and very different from girls lacrosse 
with only ten players out on the field. 
There are more safety rules for girls 

Photo by Carlos Padilla

Goldberg and Bortz go to State Tennis Tourney 
by Victor Tse

Staff Writer sound score of 6-2 and 6-1. 
     So they’re still proud of their 
performance at the tournament, and-
as seniors- they can be even more 
proud of their tennis career in high 
school; Goldberg and Bortz will leave 
Beachwood’s tennis team as some of 
the most accomplished athletes of the 
school. 
      Mark Goldberg, alone, will finish 
high school as an astounding four-
time district champion, and at one 
point ranked as one of the top 25 
Junior tennis players in the Midwest 
by the USTA. 
      Athletic Director Ryan Peters said, 
“Mark has been district champion for 

     Knocked out of the quarterfinals 
at the Ohio tennis state tournament 
in a 6-1, 6-1 defeat, the BHS doubles 
team of Mark Goldberg and Ricky 
Bortz left undoubtedly disappointed. 
“We had a good shot of winning,” 
said Goldberg, but “the opponents 
were tough, and they overpowered 
us.” The tournament this year was 
challenging from the start, perfectly 
embodied by their first round, which 
saw them pitted against the doubles 
team that won third place in the state 
last year. In spite of that, Goldberg 
and Bortz would defeat them with a 

four state years. As far as I know, that 
is the only time in Beachwood history 
that has happened in any sport.”  He 
has qualified for the state tournament 
for four straight years as well.  This 
is the second time that a Beachwood 
tennis player has done that.
      But that’s not to say Mark’s a one-
man army. In an interview with Mike 
Peticca of the Plain Dealer, the duo 
admitted that, as a doubles team, the 
level of teamwork was what got them 
to the state tournament in the first 
place. We always tried “to keep each 
other pumped up in between points,” 
Bortz told Peticca, “we go back and 
talk to each other.” 

Senior Mark Goldberg is a 
four-time state qualifier and 
four-time district champ. 

Photo by M
arc Eisenberg



Baseball Team Has Challenging Season
by Brundon Rotsky

Staff Writer of many on the team. After that game, 
Butler recalls the team being in a 
slump. 
     Another upsetting moment occurred 
during a home double header against 
Cuyahoga Heights when an opposing 
pitcher was hit in the forehead by 
a Beachwood line drive. Butler 
described the incident, “Being around 
baseball for as long as I have, I have 
seen many things.  This is the first 
time I ever saw a pitcher get hit in 
the forehead so quickly off the bat.  It 
was quite scary.”  Butler continued, 
“The pitcher hit the ground before he, 
or anyone else, knew what happened.  
The paramedics were contacted 
and he was taken off on a stretcher 
about 10 minutes later. He ended up 
being ok with only a laceration to the 
skin.”
     Reiner, who happened to hit the 
line drive, recalls the incident as 
“Really scary. The ball hit him in the 
best possible place.” Despite a trip to 
the emergency room and a cut on his 
face, the Cuyahoga Heights pitcher 
didn’t lose any teeth and suffered no 
concussion.
   Baseball seasons are long; there 
is no doubt about that. With twenty 
plus games in the schedule, there 

are plenty of mental obstacles to 
overcome. Eventually the bison 
jumped those hurdles and got back 
on track. Unfortunately, it was too 
late. The bison finished their season 
in sectionals. Unable to bring home a 
conference title, the bison didn’t live 
up to their preseason goals.
    Sophomore varsity shortstop Matt 
Levine also believes the bison’s 
season didn’t live up to expectations. 
“It could’ve gone a lot better,” said 
Levine. The bison played a lot of 
good teams and held their opponents 
by the throat every time. Levine 
explained, “I feel very confident in 
our team next year and I have high 
expectations.” 
      Despite the disappointing ending, 
Reiner looks at the season as a 
success, “It didn’t feel like a team, 
but a family.” This year’s team was 
much closer than teams before. Many 
players have played together all of 
their lives and been good friends. 
They would hang out on weekends 
and motivate each other to play their 
best in games.  So when it comes to 
high school baseball, Coach Parcell’s 
quote does not hold true. The 2010 
bison baseball team is so much more 
than its record.

Butler described the team. They were 
a solid team who had a good group 
of seniors, including Senior Captain 
Jordan Reiner, who is going to play 
division III baseball at Washington 
Jefferson College. 
 The team is likely to improve 
next year, as they have a number of 
strong juniors and underclassmen. 
“[Next year’s bison baseball team] is 
a great group of guys. They’re going 
to win the CVC,” said Reiner. He 
added that next year’s team is deep 
in pitching and hasn’t lost a ton of 
guys.  
     The bison had some challenging 
moments this season. One of these 
was during the third game of the 
season, a crucial game against 
conference rival Independence. In the 
seventh inning, with a tied score of 
4-4, Sophomore Ryan Moss struck a 
bomb beyond  the fence and over the 
foul pole. The hit could have brought 
a lot of momentum and led to a bison 
win. The initial call was a home 
run, which brought the score to 5-4 
for the Bison. Yet the Independence 
coach challenged the ref’s call and 
eventually the ruling was overturned. 
Independence later scored a run to 
defeat the bison, which hurt the spirit 

    
 Bill Parcells, the iconic NFL 
coach, is quoted as saying, “You are 
what your record says you are.” If 
your record is undefeated, that quote 
can make you feel invincible. Yet if 
your record is at the other end of the 
stick, you may be perceived, to put it 
simply… as a loser. It’s a powerful 
quote that gives no credit for the 
amount of time a team has practiced 
or the number of hours they watched 
film. Does that quote apply equally 
to high school baseball?  
     The bison had a winning record 
of 14-11 overall with a 6-6 record in 
the CVC. They played very tough 
teams, including conference rival 
Independence, who, at publication, 
has a chance for the state playoffs. 
According to the coaches, it isn’t 
fair to say that this year’s team was 
average. They improved greatly from 
last year’s team, although they were 
unable to surpass the accomplishments 
of the 2008 bison baseball team, which 
won the entire district and lost in the 
first round of regionals. “Right in the 
middle,” is how assistant baseball 
coach and BHS English teacher Todd 

Preparation Pays Off For Track Team
by Kaulin Hooper

Staff Writer team has risen to the challenge.
     “Our competition in the CVC has 
gotten a lot tougher.” Lader said. 
“Therefore, we have had to use all 
of our resources and strategy when 
planning for each and every race.”
     Lader also went on to say that the 
team has been hit hard with injuries 
this season. The limited number of 
athletes has forced many runners to 
participate in the maximum number 
of events. This has not diminished the 
dedication of the team, as Lader said 
that they have competed admirably 
all season.
     Senior Captain Matt Banchek 
explained that, like many other track 
runners, he competes in cross-country 
in the off-season as well as attending 
the intense track practices in the 

winter and spring.
     After numerous top finishes in 
meets and invitationals this season, 
many of the runners are proud of 
what they have accomplished this 
season.
     Although the team is small, their 
desire for victory surpasses their 
number. The team has 31 members 
and many of them run more than one 
event. In a sport where individual 
accomplishment is honored, the 
teamwork is comparable to that of a 
team sport rather than an individual 
one.
     Junior, distance runner William 
Wolkoff reflects, “Every day we 
work our tails off to improve our 
times. But as a team we work for one 
common goal: to win the CVC.”

Mayfield, Arielle Ginsburg, Kyndall 
Wilson and Gabrielle Perryman also 
qualified. Mayfield also moved on in 
the girl’s long jump.  
 Sophomore Olivia Mayfield and 
Senior Airion Watkins-Clark will 
advance to the OHSAA Division II 
State Track and Field Meet, which 
will  take place on Saturday, June 5th 
in Columbus.  In the qualifying meet, 
Olivia placed 4th in long jump with a 
distance of 17 ft. and 2.5 in., setting a 
school record.  Airion finished 4th in 
the 110 meter hurdles with a time of 
15.35 seconds.
      The members of the track team 
push their bodies and minds to the 
limit during competition. Coach Jamie 
Lader remarked that the competition 
has stepped up this year; however, the 

 Before the season officially 
started, before the starting line was 
even in sight, the track team already 
had their eyes on the finish line. 
Practice and preparation began weeks 
in advance with early conditioning and 
runs. With runs around Beachwood 
streets and hours of work on the 
track, the team’s dedication was never 
hindered by fatigue or turmoil.
 This dedication paid off on 
Saturday, May 22nd, the regional 
qualifying tournament took place 
at Kiwanis Recreation Park in 
Painsville. Airion Watkins-Clark 
advanced in the 110 meter and 300 
meter hurdles. The girls 4~x 200 
meter relay team consisting of Olivia 

Powderpuff Raises Money for Junior Class
by Kharen Baduria

Staff Writer

     The idea of powderpuff football 
is that the girls play football and the 
boys are coaches and cheerleaders. 
The junior class was the only class 
that had male cheerleaders; however, 
these boys went all out. Wearing short 
shorts and skirts, the boys painted 
2011 on their stomachs and fashioned 
their shirts into bra-style tops. 
Although the juniors didn’t win, the 
cheerleaders and the team remained 
spirited the whole time. 
      Sophomore Ena Jones, a member 

of the winning team, mentioned that, 
“it was fun and it’s a good way of 
bringing the school together.” The 
sophomores beat the two junior 
teams twice, with both games going 
into multiple overtimes. 
Junior Ari Meskin said, “The best part 
was the actual competitiveness of the 
girls and the spirit of the [classes]. 
I was also very impressed with the 
skill level of some of the girls.”
        Due to the numbers of participants, 
the freshmen and senior class girls 
were combined as one team whereas 
the junior class was split into two 
teams. The sophomores played 
against the first junior team while the 
freshman/senior team played against 
the second junior team.
In the end, it came down to the second 
junior team against the sophomores 
and after an endless overtime game, 
the sophomore team won it all. 
         Matthews thought that powderpuff 
was very successful, “The players 
and the coaches seemed to have a 
wonderful time. I’m looking forward 
to seeing the tradition renewed.”

for people who normally wouldn’t be 
hanging out together on the weekend 
to have fun,” Post said. It appears that 
this goal was achieved.
    Junior Ari Levine said that he 
would most remember, “The male 
cheerleaders.” Levine also mentioned 
that he would remember, “hanging 
out with everyone who was there. It 
was nice just to get away from school 
for a little bit and just have a good 
time.” 

 
    Wednesday, May 26th was a hot 
day with the sun beaming down 
on the high school football field. 
Cheerleaders shouted and danced, as 
one might see at any football game, 
but these were boys cheering for 
girls in the powderpuff game. This 
year’s powderpuff was organized as 
a fundraiser for the class of 2011 by 
junior class adviser Casey Matthews 
and junior class President Sara Post.
     Powderpuff football is similar 
to flag and touch football. The girls 
are out on the field playing football 
while the guys are either coaching or 
cheering. The girls played flag- style 
football, however, when there was 
an interception it turned to two-hand 
touch.
       It has been three years since this 
event has been played at BHS. Post 
explained her motivation for bringing 
the tradition back: “I hope to get a lot 
of class spirit out of this, and a way 

Photo by Ari Ashpis

Junior boys cheer on their powderpuff team.
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At publication, seniors reported to the guidance office that they will be attending 
the following schools:

Albrecht, Elisa  Kent State University, Ashtabula
Banchek, Matthew  Miami University
Bangalore, Sonya   Otterbein College
Baron, Matthew  Northwestern University
Bernstein, Samuel  The Ohio State University, Honors
Besunder, Benjamin Hofstra University
Bialosky, Lindsay  The Ohio State University
Blum, Yehuda  Case Western Reserve University
Bortz, Ricky   Kent State University
Brickman, Jessica  Michigan State University
Britt, Noelle H  University of Cincinnati
Brown, Allan  Cleveland State University
Brown, Jordan  The Ohio State University, Honors
Bustillo, Luisa  John Carroll University
Celleghin, Kelsey  Ohio Wesleyan University
Charms, Megan  University of Michigan
Charna, Bradley  Carnegie Mellon University
Cira, Kevin   Kent State University
Cohen, Phillip  The Ohio State University
Cohen, Raleigh  Indiana University at Bloomington
Cohen, Richard   The Ohio State University
Coles, Vance   Cuyahoga Community College
Crosby, Brittany  The George Washington University
Darvin, Andrew  The University of North Carolina
Davis, Andrew  The Ohio State University, Honors
Dean, Nikkaia  Marymount Manhattan College
Diamond, Allison  Knox College
Diamond, Sarah  Young Judaea Year Course
Dotson, Norman  Cuyahoga Community College
Dronzek, Alexander  Ohio University
Dronzek, Jacob  West Virginia University
Edelstein, Sheryl  Stern College for Women
Eisenberg, Marc   The Ohio State University, Scholars
Evans, Alexander  Morehouse College
Fine, Sarah   Humboldt State University
Firestone, Gabriel  University of Cincinnati
Fletcher, Brennen  Cuyahoga Community College
Friedman, Ori  The Culinary Institute of America
Frisch, David   Cuyahoga Community College
Genovese, Jacqueline Cuyahoga Community College
Gibson, Devin  Nascar Technical Institute
Golan, Eden   University of Cincinnati
Goldberg, Mark   Lehigh University
Gordon-Rackmill, Jerry Cleveland State University
Gray, Lomack  College of the Canyons
Green, Antonio M  Cleveland State University
Greenwald, Marissa Brown Aveda Institute
Gross, Adam  Cuyahoga Community College
Haas, Olivia   University of Miami
Hami, Jonathan  Cuyahoga Community College
Harris, Sevy   The Ohio State University, Honors
Haynesworth, Austin Yale University
Heger, Judith  Cuyahoga Community College
Hitomi, Emi   University of Rochester
Isaacson, Ethan  US Military Academy at West Point
Jackson, Lashawnda Cuyahoga Community College
Jacobs, Joshua   Washington University in St. Louis
Jacobs, Lindsay   The Ohio State University, Scholars
Jacobs, Matthew  Ohio University
Jones, Kevin   Boston University
Kahn, Nolan   Ohio University
Kaiser, Jasmine  Cuyahoga Community College
Kohn-Magnus, Nathan Yeshivan Yesodei Hatorah
Krantz, Jordan  Ohio University
Landis, Katelyn  Bowling Green State University
Levine, Sarah  Cornell University

Lynch, Aaron  Hiram College
Margolis, Jeremy  The Ohio State University
Markovich, David  Cleveland State University
Martin, Kelly  Cuyahoga Community College
Matsuyama, Masami Case Western Reserve University
Melzak, Gregory   Purdue University, Honors
Milliner, Ashley  Wittenberg University
Millstein, Alexa  The Ohio State University
Morgenstern, Kali  The Ohio State University
Morris, Zachary  John Carroll University
Murray, Megan  Ohio University
Muschkin, Sara  The Ohio State University
Musick, Brett  University of Cincinnati
Nambiar, Avantika  Kent State University
Negrescu, Vasile  The Ohio State University
Neville, Joyce Catherine Southern Methodist University
Newman, Nathan   University of Cincinnati
Norton, Matthew  Kent State University
Nurko, Ilana   Young Judaea Year Course
Padilla, Carlos Antonio Denison University
Parris, Eric   The Ohio State University, Honors
Patel, Parimal  Kent State University
Pinhasi, Michael  The Ohio State University
Raiffe, Sarah   Kent State University
Rattliff, Taylor  Cuyahoga Community College
Reiner, Jordan  Washington and Jefferson College
Reisman, Benjamin  Northwestern University
Rose, Daniel   Quinnipiac University
Rosenblum, Maya  Machon Maayan Seminary
Ryazanskiy, Anna   Case Western Reserve University
Sabroff, Matthew   Miami University, Oxford
Sadler, Hillary  Suffolk University
Scott, Miranda  Kent State University
Seidel, Amanda  University of Cincinnati
Senders, Adina  Bar Ilan University
Shamis, Taylor  Bowling Green State University
Shapiro, Sarah  Cleveland State University
Silverman, Eric  Case Western Reserve University
Sirisakkamol, Thanakorn Cuyahoga Community College
Skapik, Jessie  James Madison University
Smith, Andrew  Columbia College
Steinberg, Ronit  Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya
Stern, Alexandra   Emory University
Stone, Alexandra  University of Tennessee
Sullivan, Max  Wittenberg University
Sumbry, Jamall   Cuyahoga Community College
Sussel, Austin  Lakeland Community College
Teitelbaum, Allison Kent State University
Terkel, Samuel   Ohio University
Van, Amy   Case Western Reserve University
Vannoy, Natali  Cornell University
Volosov, Daniel  Kent State University
Watkins-Clark, Airion  Mercyhurst College
Wengel, Benjamin  The University of Tampa
Wertheim, Alexander Duke University
White, Steven  Riverland Community College
Winer, Scott   Miami University
Winston, Evan  Hampton University
Wu, Mengzhi  Vanderbilt University
Wu, Xiao Bai   Ryerson University
Wyman, Lauren   Princeton University
Yanowitz, Joshua  Ithaca College
Yarbrough, Stephen Mercyhurst College
Yehudah-Rodgers, Ty’ReeThe University of Akron
Zou, Weilin   The University of North Carolina

Peace Out, Seniors!


