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Principal Robert “Big Brother” Hardis Cancels Spirit Week
learned something.” 
     Still more disturbing are the unseen 
psychological effects on students 
due to the abolition of Spirit Week. 
Seniors from across the school have 
lamented the loss of their chance to 
finally cheat at the activities and win. 
“It’s not fair. It was our turn to cheat 
and humiliate the freshmen to feel 
better about ourselves, but now we’ll 
never get that chance,” said senior 
Sevy Harris. 
    Seniors like Sevy are suffering 
from feelings of inferiority and low 
self-esteem because they missed 
their chance to prove themselves by 
cheating at Spirit Week games. For 
many, it will take a lifetime of therapy 
and medication to recover from this 
traumatic setback.
BHS Student council members 
were also greatly disheartened by 

Hardis’s decision to cancel Spirit 
Week. Because no one was allowed 
to design or purchase spirit-wear, 
the classes missed out on hundreds 
of dollars worth of fundraising. The 
money students would have spent 
on making prom tickets cheaper will 
now have to be spent on the actual 
prom tickets themselves. 
     “We’ll never be able to afford prom 
without paying for spirit-wear to
make prom cheaper,” the junior class 
treasurer Vanessa Aarons explained. 
Clearly Hardis misjudged the far-
reaching effects his decision would 
have on the complex and delicate 
financial system involved in funding 
prom. 
     Most bewailed by juniors and 
sophomores is the lip-sync, in which 
all grades create 
See Spirit Week Page 2

inappropriate for school.”
     Despite the many hard feelings 
towards Hardis, the week passed 
without the many riots, fires, and 
class cuts threatened by frustrated 
students. Under threat of cumulative 
absences, they instead took up a 
nonviolent protest, vowing to attend 
classes, but not really pay attention 
until Hardis reinstates spirit week. 
“It’s like they’re zombies,” one 
teacher observed. “I didn’t even know 
they were protesting,” commented 
another.
     This protest has proved disastrous 
for students and teachers alike. 
Teachers had too much time to cover 
the material in class and the students 
accidentally learned too much. “It was 
awful,” said senior Lauren Wyman, 
“I had to go to class every day for an 
entire week. It got so bad, I almost 

     Under heavy pressure from the 
Beachwood Board of Education, 
Principal Hardis finally cancelled 
the beloved competition known as 
Spirit Week. Students vehemently 
protested his decision by whining 
to their friends and doing nothing, 
but Hardis resisted such tactics, 
claiming, “I have no choice but to put 
a stop to this nonsense,” in the press 
conference immediately following 
his controversial decision. 
     “The students are simply having 
too much fun at the assemblies. When 
they actually attend they get to watch 
other people having fun. If they’re 
lucky, they even get to humiliate 
themselves in front of a large audience, 
and that kind of enjoyment is simply 

by Leon Trotsky
Staff Writer

Administration Adds Honors Advisory

 BHS Principal Bob Hardis, as 
a way to get everybody at the 
school tobecome what he calls 
“fwends,” has chartered a new 
social networking site dedicated 
to bringing the BHS community 
closer together.
     So, how does it work?
     BHS Chat Roulette pairs up any 
student enrolled at the school with 
awebcam with another random 
student who owns a webcam.  The 
website is accessible through first 
class.  Teachers are also eligible 
to use the site.  Feedback has been 
very positive.
     “Wow!,” said junior Elliot 
Angart, “I didn’t know Mr. Chase 
had such alarge stuffed armadillo 
collection in his bedroom.”
     Junior Jon Fishman said in a 
statement that “I’ve made about 
fifty new friends here at the school 
through BHS Chat Roulette.  Even 
the Takatoris are getting into it”    

 Mr. Hardis says that he plans on 
adding new features to the site, 
including group chat and online 
after-prom. 
     “I’d also like to completely transfer 
the Snowball dance from the North 
Gym to BHS Chat Roulette in the 
coming years.”  
     But, as with every innovative 
breakthrough, BHS Chat Roulette 
has garnered some criticism, 
especially from Beachwood’s Amish 
Community.
     “This is an outrage,” said 
Beachwood resident and BHS 
father Hanz Flunkenmein, “my son, 
Ezekial, has been engaging in this 
unholy practice of video chat, after 
I specifically told him that it was 
sacreligious and that he needs to go 
milk Bertha, the family cow.”
     But not even an angry Amish will 
shut down BHS Chat roulette, which 
has more than 500 users online at 
any given time.

the 45 minute period, but will not 
have a required assignment with 
it. 
  BHS’s Principal Robert Hardis 
states that “adding honors advisory 
is an essential component for being 
a blue ribbon school district as we 
strive for excellence. It is our goal 
to have our students succeed.” 
Beachwood guidance counselor 
Marcia Alperin agrees with Hardis 
and adds that “honors advisory is 
a great opportunity for students 
to get a head start on their future, 
giving Beachwood students a leg 
up on all other students in the 
country. We want to be number 1 
in the ratings.” 
   Beachwood students, sign up 
now for honors advisory as spaces 
are limited. You will benefit from 
this class, as you will see both your 
knowledge and your GPA rise.

  Beginning in the 2010-2011 
school year, the Beachwood City 
School District will be adding 
honors advisory with honors credit. 
Advisory is viewed as a core class by 
all of Beachwood staff, including the 
superintendent. In a recent poll, 94% 
of all teachers and students stated that 
advisory is a class where students 
learn essential information about the 
everyday world that makes an impact 
on students’ futures.
   The requirement for all honors 
advisory students is based on 
attendance. The new BHS handbook, 
which debuts in the fall, states that 
“all honors advisory students must 
show up every Wednesday (that you 
are in the building) for class in order 
to receive a 4.5 on the report card.” 
Attendance for regular advisory is 
optional, as credit will be distributed 
to all students. Honors advisory will 
give kids articles to be read during 

by Joseph Stalin
Staff Writer

BHS Chat Roulette: Fun Time For All
by Nikita Krushchev

Staff Writer
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          There has been nothing more 
entertaining in my experience 
as a BHS student than a fine 
Cleveland morning about three 
months ago. 
     I was rushing to the library 
with my soup at hand, the lid off 
of the cup so it would cool faster, 
and as I passed the doors to the 
atrium I heard an unsettling 
“Plunk!” I looked into my cup; 
the liquid now sloshing around a 
chalky piece of ceiling that had 
skillfully landed in my breakfast 
soup.
     I enjoy recollecting that 
memory now, fond of that warm 
and happy moment in which the 
school decided to season my 
soup. Asbestos has a distinct and 
exotic flavor, and it tastes great 
with cream of tomato!
     I then began to question 
how good that office-building 
oregano truly was when a month 
later the school hailed a brown 
coffee-colored liquid upon our 
heads. 
     It squirted from the ceiling-
tile skies like that giant chocolate 
waterfall we all dream of from 
Wonka’s Chocolate Factory. 
It’s good to know we live in 
constant excitement, impatiently 
anticipating the next shard of 
dusty cardboard to come raining 
down on our head. 
     The lucky ones might get a 
decaying rat or two if it chanced 
to die on the unstable ceiling tiles. 
The way I see it, we all learned 
our lesson from Harry Potter and 
the Chamber of Secrets: Creepy 
things crawl through the walls 
and ceilings. 
     So to solve that problem, we let 
the ceiling cave in on us so that 
there can be no possible mystery 
as to what dirty, decaying dust-
bunnies might prowl above our 
heads in this lovely haven for 
learning. 
     The school ceiling is also 
helpful in other regards.  Once 
while being chased through 
the school by a criminal who 
had successfully breached the 
schools’ “security,” a ceiling 
panel fell behind me.  Luckily, 
it hit the prospective kidnapper 
right in the head, knocking him 
unconscious.  The criminal is 
now in police custody thanks 
to the wonderfully  caring BHS 
ceiling.
     We eagerly await the next 
surprise this school might 
accidentally crumble onto us!

      First Lady Michelle Obama 
is coming to BHS to personally 
congratulate us on our revolutionary 
wellness policy. What caught the 
eye of the First Lady was our 
outstanding variety of nutritious 
options in the cafeterias, diverse 
vending machine selections, and our 
rigorous exercise plan that will be 
implemented within the next year.
     There seems to be a strategy: 
if the display of healthy foods is 
attractive enough, students will flock 
to it. This way, the more nutritious 
foods, such as ice cream, chips, 
Rice Krispies, Pop Tarts, Slim Jims, 
cookies, and pie, are readily available. 
     Unhealthy snacks are also hidden 
so students are not tempted to 
overindulge. Carrots, celery, broccoli, 
cucumbers, and raisins are hidden in 
the back nook of the cafeteria, under a 
dirty sneeze-guard and in dim lighting. 
     If students should choose to venture 
into the hot-lunch line anyway, plenty 
of distractions have been strategically 
placed to draw the students’ eyes 
away from the junk food and in the 
direction of more favorable choices.
  One popular decoration is 
the large spinning plastic 
pretzel that sometimes rotates. 
     Junior Chase Golovan said, 
“The first thing I always notice 
when I go to buy a hot lunch is the 
big pretzel. It’s almost like it stares 
me in the face and tells me to buy 
a soft, salty, warm pretzel, with 
nacho cheese. How can I resist?” 
     Another crowd-pleasing decoration 
that is more recent is the slushy 
machine. The vivid blue and red slush is 
mixed in a large, transparent machine. 
     This healthy drink has received 

great reviews from the student 
body. Junior Jared Skoff said, “My 
favorite is when they mix the blue 
and red slushies into the same cup. 
Why eat real strawberries and blue 
raspberries when I could just order 
a swirl slushy and get two in one?” 
  These award-winning strategies 
by the BHS food services and the 
BHS cafeteria staff are just what 
Michelle Obama believes the 
rest of America should enforce.
 In addition to the great 
strides BHS has already made in 
the wellness policy in terms of food 
choice, exercise has also become 
more frequent among students. 
Faculty told students that the new 
red, plastic lunch trays were a more 
environmentally friendly choice, and 
that BHS was becoming greener.
     While this is true, the environment 
was not what Principal Robert Hardis 
had in mind when he introduced 
the new trays. “Our wellness policy 
goes above and beyond in that food 
consumption is not the only priority. 
We also value exercise and fitness.
     With these new heavier lunch 
trays, students are practically lifting 
weights without even realizing it! 

As years go on we will continue 
to add more weight to the trays, 
in an effort to bulk up our student 
body.” Another ploy thought up by 
administration is the cardio plan. 
     If a student wants to buy 
a healthy meal of pizza, pie, 
Powerade, and French fries, they 
are in for a major aerobic work out.  
Pie and Powerade are purchased 
at the front of the cafeteria. 
     From there, the student must 
trek all the way to the hot lunch 
line, to purchase pizza and fries. 
     Although some might think 
this exercise alone will suffice, 
it’s not quite over yet. The student 
then must use any remaining 
energy to make the journey to the 
ketchup and back. Ketchup and 
other condiments are intentionally 
stationed far away from both the hot 
lunch and cold lunch lines, forcing 
students to work for their food. 
     After this whole ordeal, the 
student has purchased a wholesome, 
balanced meal and has just 
performed the workout of a lifetime. 
     Though this exercise regimen 
is extremely rigorous within itself, 
BHS has also adjusted the passing 
time bells from 5 minutes to 30 
seconds, on regular days, and 
from 10 minutes to 5 seconds on 
block days. This way, students 
will be forced to exercise whilst 
sprinting towards their next class. 
 First Lady Michelle 
Obama not only applauds the 
BHS wellness policy, but also has 
decided to make it a nation-wide 
plan. Next Wednesday’s advisory 
will be filmed by MSNBC, FOX 
News, ABC, and 19 Action News 
as Mrs. Obama awards BHS with 
the prestigious Wellness Award.

Asbestos is the “breakfast of champions!”

being properly enforced.
     Countless lives have been ruined 
by Hardis’s decision to end Spirit 
Week, but the true victims are the 
freshmen, who have been hit the 
hardest by this tragedy. Having never 
experienced the friendly hazing of 
spirit week, they can only wonder 
what life changing experiences 
they’re missing out on. “How are we 
supposed to survive in the real world 
with our dignity and self-respect still 
intact?” Theodore Freshmen asked. 
Sadly, we’ll never know.

SPIRIT WEEK from Page 1
their own song and dances that almost 
makes sense. Without this opportunity 
to demonstrate why their grade is the 
best, students have become confused 
and have even begun talking to kids in 
other grades. 
     “It’s disgusting. People from 
different grades are actually talking to 
each other and respecting each other 
as human beings,” said sophomore 
Louis Engels. The very moral fiber of 
high school society is being undone 
because the traditional class divisions 
imposed by Spirit Week are no longer 

Unfortunately, this coveted BHS 
Spirit Week Trophy will always be out 
of reach for BHS students because of 
the fickleness of  Big Brother Hardis

Michelle Obama Applauds the Beachwood Wellness Policy
by Stormin’ Norm

Staff Writers

by Emma Goldman
Staff Writer

police bikes and charged into the 
classroom where the female student 
was sitting.  They asked her to 
stand up, put her hands behind 
her back, and lower her head.  
   To this request, she scoffed 
and screamed “I DON’T BOW 
DOWN TO MEN…and especially 
not to men in biker shorts.”  
     The policemen, at first shocked 
at this apparent jab at their new 
uniforms, then tackled her to 
the ground and handcuffed her.  
    “Guys think that opening doors 
for girls is chivalrous or some 
idiotic thing like that.  But it’s not.  
It’s NOT.  I can open a door for 
myself.  It’s not like I’m so dainty 
that I can’t pull a handle.  I can 
do it by MYSELF.  I don’t need 
MEN,” shouted the female student 
as she was taken into custody.

down to get her handy-dandy boxing 
gloves.  She then punched the male 
across the face and then brushed 
herself off, picked her stuff up, and 
sauntered into the school.  The words 
“Don’t Mess with The Feminist” 
were etched across his cheek.  
     “It was really scary.  She, like, 
grew twelve inches when the guy 
opened the door for her.  Guys should 
know better than to open a door for… 
her…” said one student witness.  
    When Principal Hardis saw the 
male student sprawled on the ground, 
he immediately knew the identity of 
the culprit.  After at first marveling 
at the fact that the imprint on the 
male’s cheek was pink, sparkly, 
and scented, he then jaunted into 
his office and called the police.  
   The Beachwood Police Department 
road into the school on their 

     On February 17th, a BHS female 
student punched out a BHS male 
student after he opened a door for 
her.  The male student has currently 
been stabilized at a local hospital 
but officials say that the damage 
to his ego may be irreversible.
     The scenario played out as follows: 
the female student (who chooses to 
remain nameless but she says that if 
the readers of this article do not know 
who she is, they are very very stupid) 
was walking to the atrium doors a 
few minutes before 8:00am.  A male 
student was walking a few paces 
behind her; he then quickened his pace 
and proceeded to open the door and 
motion for her to enter in front of him.  
     At this point, she dropped her books, 
her backpack, and her purse, and bent 

Local Feminist Becomes Militant After Door is Held Open
by Che Guevara

Staff Writer

The Spices of BHS
“News”

Senior Sevy Harris bench presses a 
cafeteria tray.

Photo by Lauren Wyman
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Beachwood Academic Challenge Team Off to Nationals

Beachwood Students “Market” Themselves, 
pg. 5

Alex Dronzek Wins State Championship,
Pg. 14

by Blake Atherton
Staff Writer

Inside the Beachcomber

Check out our website:
www.bcomber.org

     This being said, Academic 
Challenge is not “just a television 
show,” contrary to the common 
belief.  In fact, the team competes 
on the popular TV program just once 
every two years.  They participated 
in the last school year, and will do 
so again on the show’s next season.
    There are also two formats to 
Academic Challenge called OAC 
and NAQT. OAC consists of three 
different rounds; the first round 
has ten different categories, each 
with directed toss-ups, one per 
team, followed by a free-for-all 
question. The second round is the 
letter round, when the contestants 
write down answers on a sheet.  The 
third round of OAC is the lightning 
round which includes 20 toss-up 
questions, and speed is of the essence.  
Conversely, NAQT is all toss-ups.  
 Kaminski compares the 

in the last four consecutive seasons.    
     “I’m really proud of my team,” 
said Captain Weilin Zou. “And it’s 
really nice to be a captain this year.”  
      According to Coach John Kaminski, 
the BHS Academic Challenge team 
will “expect to be very competitive 
in both the state tournament, in 
April, and Nationals, in June.” 
    In the midst of these accolades, 
the question naturally arises: how 
did the team become so competitive?  
     A typical practice consists of 
rapid-fire warm-up questions, testing 
the team’s knowledge of dates, 
eras, artists, and works of literature, 
followed by either KMO practice or 
several rounds of questions taken 
from previous competitions. A typical 
season, moreover, involves the team 
competing in 10-15 tournaments 
around the Cleveland area, and 
eventually going to states and nationals. 

    You know that you are 
on the Academic Challenge team 
when “buzzing” does not refer 
to anything relating to bees.
  The BHS Academic 
Challenge team took buzzing to a 
whole new level when they qualified 
for the National Academic Challenge 
tournament to be held in Chicago on 
June 12-14.  This will be the second 
year that the team has progressed 
onto the national competition. 
   Led by Captains Weilin Zou, 
Lauren Wyman, and Josh Jacobs, 
the team secured their spot at the 
national competition by placing first 
in Ohio’s Knowledge Master Open 
(KMO) contest.  Success has come to 
this group of students on many levels 
and at many tournaments; the team 
has qualified for states and nationals 

difference in Academic Challenge 
formats to “the difference between 
Nascar and Formula 1 Racing.” 
Coach K expects his team will be very 
competitive in both formats, although 
he does admit that Northeastern Ohio 
is “stacked with really strong teams.”  
     When asked if the major 
loss of seniors next season will 
greatly affect the team, both Zou 
and Kaminski seemed confident 
in the ability of the up-coming 
Sophomores. “We have some really 
smart under-classmen,” said Zou, 
“So I think we will be all right.”
 Weilin Zou could not over-
emphasize the excitement of an 
Academic Challenge competition. 
“You get a rush of adrenaline 
every time you hit the buzzer.”
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BHS Improvement Project To Be On May Ballot
     
     The upcoming bond issue being 
considered by Beachwood voters on 
May 4th will prove to be monumental 
for BHS students. The issue will 
determine whether the district will be 
able to obtain the funds to complete 
the planned renovation of the high 
school. 
     As many readers know, BHS 
is not in the best of shape. The 
students, teachers, classes and teams 
are as good as they have ever been. 
However, the same cannot be said 
about the building. With walls that 
leak and ceilings with holes, the high 
school looks aged and weathered, but 
there might be an answer for all these 
problems.
     The Beachwood Board of Education 
passed a resolution on January 25th 
allowing the issue to be placed before 
the voters in May.
     When asked about the chances 
of the bond issue passing, Principal 
Robert Hardis stated that they were 
“very, very good.” 
     A survey of Beachwood citizens 
shows a great deal of support for the 
renovations. The architectural firm 
Burt Hill hired Triad Consulting to 
survey local opinion. In a near 30 
minute, extensive survey of 325 
households, the majority of those 
interviewed seemed to be in favor 
of the issue. Close to 80% expressed 
support for changes in energy 

by Kaulin Hooper
Staff Writer

Rough sketch of what we plan to do to our high school....

NEW 

CONSTRUCTION

Renovation

Image courtesy of Robert Hardis

“Bond Issue” Continued on Pg. 4
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“Bond Issue” continued from Page 3

perfect time to build. The recent 
recession created a “buyer’s market” 
and having the work done now with 

favorable interest rates has created the 
best opportunity to do so in years.
     If the bond issue were to fail, the 

drastic reforms set forth by the Board 
and by the Beachwood community 
would not go into effect in their 
entirety.  Yet, there would still be 
changes. The district has already 
secured $5.6 million from the federal 
government to fund new energy 
advancements. This money will go 
towards better heating/cooling and 
energy conservation in the 500/600 
hallway.
    If voters approve the bond issue, 
future Beachwood students will walk 
into a very different high school than 
the one we all know.

efficiency and 70% supported the 
changing of the arts department.
     Over a 30-year period, $30 million 
would be generated in order to fund 
the monumental project. This means 
that someone who owns a house of 
$250,000 will pay an additional $16 
a month in taxes. The only resistance 
from citizens came from this increase 
in tax.
     In comparison to surrounding 
cities, Beachwood citizens pay lower 
property tax, and this is due in part 
to the city’s well-developed business 
tax base.
     Prior to the survey, the interest group 
that many thought needed convincing 
were the senior citizens (65+). This 
group makes up an approximate 60% 
of Beachwood and could prove to be 
a major factor in the voting process.
     The district made a decision to 
separate the bond issue from an 
operating levy. The money is going 
directly to fund the new construction 
instead of running the current school, 
which an operating levy would do. 
If the bond issue and operating levy 
had been voted on simultaneously, it 
would have resulted in a greater tax 
increase for voters.
     The last operating levy was 
in 2005 and at the time the next 
projected levy would be on the ballot 
in 2008. However, based on current 
projections, the district will be able 
to go until 2012 without asking for a 
new one.
     According to Superintendent 
Markwardt, now happens to be the 

by Kaulin Hooper

     Politics, religion, social issues…
how much can are teachers 
permitted to express their personal 
views?  When is it an “intellectual 
discussion” and when does it cross 
the line? 
     This issue has been in national 
news recently, since a teacher raised 
controversy at a public middle 
school in Mount Vernon, Ohio (two 
hours south of Beachwood).   The 
teacher gained criticism for keeping 
a bible on his desk, posting the Ten 
Commandments on his classroom 
wall, and preaching creationism 
instead of teaching the required 
science curriculum.   The teacher in 
question was fired.
    According to Assistant 
Principal Paul Chase, 
“legally, teachers are 
required to keep their 
personal views out of 
the classroom if it does 
not pertain to the subject 
taught.”
    Principal Robert 
Hardis agrees.  “Since 
teachers and faculty have 
authority over students, 
students can be easily 
pressured into adopting 
a teacher’s personal or 
political views.”
     Since teachers are representatives 
of the school district, the Ohio State 
Board of Education does not want 
students to confuse the views of 
an individual with the views of the 
school district.
     Earlier this year, an issue did arise 
at BHS due to political material 
being distributed by a faculty 

Staff Writer

     “Students have much more 
freedom in what they say or 
distribute at a public school,” said 
Hardis.
     Certain teachers, however, based 
on the subjects they teach, are not 
quite as limited in what they can say 
to their students. 
     Greg Deegan, BHS social studies 
teacher, has said that he “has not 
encountered any limitations” on his 
freedom of speech in the classroom.  
“Since I teach civics and social 
sciences, we can get into political 
discussions about current events 
and it is not in violation of the 
Beachwood City School District.  
Whereas, a math or science teacher 
may not be granted the same 

opportunity.”
     “Certain handouts 
and pamphlets are 
appropriate when 
given out in some 
classes, but only if 
they relate directly to 
the subject and do not 
contain any religious 
content,” said Chase.
     “In general, teachers 
know their boundaries 
and limitations,” said 
Deegan, “we know 
what is and what is 
not appropriate to say 
in the classroom.”

    Junior Andrew Stead disagrees.  
“A lot of teachers try and sway the 
class into adopting their partisan 
views,” he said.
     As far as we know, BHS has not 
had any significant problems with 
teachers crossing the line with their 
personal views since it opened more 
than 50 years ago.

member.  Apparently, the pamphlets 
also included religious content.
     “These pamphlets did contain 
certain religious material that was 
not appropriate for an employee 
of a government agency to be 
distributing,” said Hardis.  “However, 
if the religious content had been 
absent, and if a teacher wanted to 
distribute these pamphlets in the 
cafeteria during his or her lunch 
break, that could be acceptable.” 
     Since the school district is a 
government agency, it must always 
maintain a strict stance of neutrality 
in areas of religion; however, 
students are not as limited.
     “If a student at Beachwood, 
acting independently, wants to 

start a prayer club after school, or 
distribute religious materials during 
their free period, then they are 
completely allowed to do so,” said 
Chase.  “Students are forced to be 
here; teachers, on the other hand, 
sign a contract with the school 
district and are here at their own 
will.”

Renovation Plans:
Courtesy of Robert Hardis and the 

Beachwood Board of Education and 

Lauren Wyman

     
     Over the past 18 months, the Board 
of Education, district administrators 
and Burt Hill Architecture Firm have 
hammered out the renovation plans.  
From a completely new 100/200 
hallway to revamped heating/cooling 
systems, the renovated building will 
finally match the positive educational 
experiences going on beneath the 
cracked ceilings, inadequate electrical 
wiring, and outdated HVAC system.

100/200 Hallways:
•Completely new building that 
replaces the 53 year-old section
•Larger classrooms with ample 
electrical power
•Heating/Cooling system to maintain 
comfortable temperatures year round

Mechanical Room:
•Completely new boiler room/boilers
•Energy efficient systems

Performing Arts:
•Completely new spaces that will be 
large enough for our school ensembles
•More practice rooms
•More storage
•Closer to stage for logistical purposes
•Channel 22 in the high-ceilinged 
current library

Athletic Facilities:
•Replace 50-year-old North Gym with
auxiliary gym and two multipurpose 
rooms for expanded community use
•More locker room space

New Library, Labs, and Meeting 
Rooms:
•Completely new library with meeting 
rooms around the perimeter
•Two computer labs
•Multi-purpose meetinng room for 
expanded community use

Central Hub:
•Maintain clock tower entrance and 
atrium
•Safer entry system for guests to BHS
•Easy access to Administration Office, 
Attendance Office, Guidance Officers, 
Nurse, Auditorium, Cafeteria, Bistro, 
and South Gym
•Remodeled Cafeteria

Renovated 500/600/700 Halls
•Energy-efficient HVAC system, 
windows, and skylights
•Traffic pattern improvement: cut 
passageway from 500 to 700 halls
•Better space utilization

“Over a 30-year period, 
$30 million would be 
generated in order to 
fund the monumental 

project...”

Free Speech for Teachers: An Issue at BHS?
by Ben Ducoff and Jared Skoff

Staff Writer

“Legally, teachers are required 
to keep their personal views out 
of the classroom if it does not 
pertain to the subject taught.”

Paul Chase

Amongst the plans proposed in Issue 3, these ceilings will be completely 
renovated.

Photo by Sam Lowenkamp
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Students Enter Business World Through DECA

presentations and learned a lot.” 
     It took some detailed market 
research to gather the information 
needed, “I saw what solutions were 
out there and chose the best one,” 
said Charna. “I even created a sample 
company to show just how much the 
potential customer could save if they 
were to implement my plan.”   
     Charna’s presentation was done 
fully by computer. Charna was able 
to “seal the deal” after he presented 
the judges with several financing 
options, and then he answered any 
question asked by the judges. He 
was able to finish in first in his field 
with an exceptional rating on his 
presentation.
     In the competitions themselves, 
students need to be able to think on 
the spot. “You need to know about 
selling, promotion, and economics,” 
said Getz, “and they will take one 
area of that, and there will be a case 

which you have to make for [a certain 
product or service].”  In promotion, 
for example, students would need 
to explain how something works 
or how it appeals to a customer. 
Charna’s presentation was in the field 
of technical sales, “The task was to 
present and close the sale of a GPS 
fleet tracking service to a delivery 
company.” 
    The competitive advantage as 
a whole for the BHS marketing 
program has clearly been seen by the 
outcomes of the DECA competitions 
in recent years. 
   “This year, we had 22 students that 
competed,” said Getz, “18 students 
placed in the top five, and 16 kids 
are going to the state competition,” 
which was held on the 19th of March. 
One of which is Charna. 
     His presentation for states remained 
the same, with a few enhancements. 
     Last year, former BHS student 
Tony Hill advanced to nationals, 
where he was able to place. The 
year before that, five students were 
able to accomplish it. Obviously, 
the competition is expected to be far 
tougher, with students from 16 districts 
competing in the states competition. 
Getz expects there to be a total of 
around 2,000 students competing in 
this year’s competition.
     Overall, the class is extremely 
beneficial for students like Charna, 
who hope to attain a career with 
relevance to business.  Charna stated, 
“marketing at Beachwood has given 
me a head start in relation to other 
students I will meet at college…It has 
taught me a lot about what a brand 
is and how to maximize a brandies 
effects.  These are some tools I think 
I will utilize often in my professional 
career.” 

preparation. 
     Getz’s students use a college 
curriculum, which includes college 
level textbooks and the students 
are given assessments that she says 
students consider fun because they are 
so hands-on. They are given numerous 
opportunities to make presentations in 
front of major organizations such as 
DONER, which is the largest private 
advertising industry in the world. 
     Marketing student Brad Charna 
was one of the people involved 
in putting together a presentation 
for representatives from Arby’s, a 
company that works in association 
with DONER.
      “I worked with them to create a 
new market program targeting teens,” 
said Charna. “Upon completion of 
research and putting together an in 
depth presentation, we presented 
in front of DONER and Arby’s 
representatives.  They enjoyed the 

  Imagine: you, just a senior in high 
school, are about to go on stage 
to make a presentation in front of 
representatives from local companies 
such as the Cleveland Cavaliers. It 
must be 15 minutes of clear, concise 
“business” talk. Must be nerve-
racking, right?
 Not exactly.
 For the students in the BHS 
marketing program with teacher Jean 
Getz, making presentations like these 
are just another day at marketing class. 
“When we go into competitions, my 
kids are already ahead of the game,” 
said Getz, “my students have such 
professionalism and they’re so used 
to speaking in front of adults and in 
public and everything else that being 
in front of a couple of judges is no 
great feat.” 
     The BHS marketing program 
participates in DECA Inc, an 
organization that includes over 
185,000 students who participate 
in competitions worldwide.  As the 
DECA websites states, the purpose of 
this organization is to help students 
“develop skills for successful 
business careers, build self–esteem, 
experience leadership and practice 
community service.”  Activities 
for those who participate in DECA 
includes speaking in front of business 
representations from across the nation 
and drafting marketing techniques for 
various projects.  
 Usually, one may think that 
these competitions require countless 
hours of preparation for speaking 
in front of judges. But, in BHS’ 
marketing class, which Getz says is 
the only marketing course in Ohio that 
gives students four college credits, 
the marketing class as a whole is 

by Michael Bohm

Beachwood Hosts First Debate Tournament With Great Fanfare

Staff Writer

by Sam Lowenkamp

Staff Writer traveled to the state debate tournament 
at Hathaway Brown to compete in 
the congressional debate event.  Also, 
Senior Matt Baron and Junior Victor 
Tse competed in public forum debate.  
In June, Victor Tse will compete at the 
national speech and debate tournament 
in Kansas City, Missouri.  He will 
compete at congressional debate.  
Elliot Angart is first alternate for 
both congressional debate and U.S. 
extemporaneous speaking.  In order 
to compete in the national debate 
tournament, it is necessary to prevail 
against cutthroat competition.  The 
team will begin practicing for nationals 
in April, giving Victor three months of 
practice.
     This year, Beachwood hosted its 
first regional debate tournament.  On 
January 9, speech and debaters from 
U.S., Gilmore, Solon, and over 20 other 
schools in the region crowded the halls 
of BHS.  Throughout the cafeteria and 
classrooms, students dressed in suits, 
skirts, and their finest shoes argued 
their cases before judges.  After the 
final tallies had been taken, the students 
packed into BHS’ auditorium for an 
awards ceremony.
     The exponential growth of the team 
is expected to continue into the future.  
Next year, the official debate and public 
speaking class will debut.  The class 
will be arranged to prepare students for 
whichever speech event –there are 13 in 
most local competitions—they choose.  
drama teacher Shiela Heyman will be 
the official teacher of the class.  With 
her knowledge of drama and speech, 

     There is a dull roar emanating 
from the BHS cafeteria on January 9, 
but nobody is talking to each other.  
All the high school students dressed 
in suits, ties, and skirts, are uniting 
their nervous voices into one murmur 
of final practice before their debate 
rounds start.  It is an unspoken law 
here in the pre-tournament waiting 
area that nobody disturbs another 
person who is prepping.  Thus, there 
are many people who, like zombies, 
are staring intently at their research 
while meandering through the maze 
of tables and people.  The only thing 
capable of breaking this tension is an 
announcement over the P.A. telling 
the debaters to go to their rooms.  The 
announcement finally comes, and the 
first Beachwood speech and debate 
tournament begins.
     Four years ago, Matt Baron, only a 
freshman at the time, decided to revive 
the BHS debate team, which had 
fallen out of existence. A year later, 
current Juniors Elliot Angart, Rachael 
Silver, Anna Swanson, and Victor Tse 
joined the team. Baron, a senior this 
year, has seen the speech and debate 
Team grow by leaps and bounds.  It 
is now comprised of over 23 students. 
Next year, Coach Nicole Robinson is 
hoping for “at least 25 more” devoted 
members. 
    The team consistently brings home 
medals and trophies from their weekly 
regional tournaments.  On March 
4, 5 and 6, juniors Elliot Angart, 
Anna Swanson, and Sarah Newman 

Beachwood team can achieve 
perfection on a broad scale.
 If a student does not have 
the time to join the debate and 
public speaking class, the speech 
and debate team will still hold 
meetings two or three times a 
week after school.
 Many members of the 
debate team are quick to trumpet 
the benefits of joining.  Many 
of them claim that speech and 
debate has helped them to become 
more confident speaking in front 
of people.  They also claim that 
speech and debate has made them 
better at researching and building 
arguments.

The Beachwood DECA team had 16 students attend the state competition 
on March 19th.

Robinson hopes that Heyman will 
be able to increase the number of 
students participating in Speech 
events.  This class will be one 
semester long.  The class will count 
as a fine arts credit.  All students are 
required to take one full year of fine 
arts in order to graduate.  
    Robinson explained that the best 
schools in the region have speech 
and debate classes.  Hawken has 
had a debate class for around 20 
years. Robinson recognizes that the 
Beachwood team has had a lot of 
success without a class.  However, 
according to Robinson, debate is 
“not about being pretty good, it’s 
about being perfect.”  With the 
class, Robinson hopes that the 

Beachwood’s Speech and Debate Team members, along with Coach 
Nicole Robinson, arrange awards in the auditorium.

Photo courtesy of Jean G
etz
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to the pool of shows that bring up 
feelings of nostalgia.   
 Senior Austin Haynesworth 
deviated a bit from the norm.  Austin 
commented, “[I just watched] 
Pokemon.  Just Pokemon.  Digimon 
was a joke.”  
 Yet television was evidently 
not the main focus of some BHS 
students’ lives.  Senior Matthew 
Norton declared that he “didn’t 
remember” what shows he 
watched—he didn’t even remember 
watching television at all.  
    However, the vast majority of 
students conceded to spending a lot 
of time in front of the tube. Senior 

Alexandra Stern said that she loved 
watching “Rocket Power, Doug and 
Rugrats. ”
 These television shows, 
perhaps, were just as valuable to us 
then as the homework and classes 
are to us now.  Dexter taught us 
how to avoid being caught by the 
authorities for performing crazy 
scientific experiments, Pokemon 
taught us how to make friends with 
monsters and flout blue-haired 
people, and Rugrats taught us 
profound life philosophies.  Just take 
the advice from Angelica Pickles, 
“When life gives you lemons  make 
applesauce.”  

 In the midst of English papers, 
college applications, and final exams, 
students often forget what life used 
to be like way back in the elementary 
grades.  What did we do all day when 
we weren’t packed with homework?  
 I know what I did: I watched 
television.
 From Sailor Moon to Scooby 
Doo, I was entranced by television, 
as were—I assume—the rest of my 
cohorts.  
 When asked what television 
shows he enjoyed, senior Ricky 
Cohen said “…I had so many, I can’t 
really choose one.  I liked Spongebob 
back then, Invader Zim, Dexter’s 
Lab—that was a good one.  I wish 
they hadn’t cancelled Invader Zim.  
You should look it up.”
 Out of those three, Spongebob 
is the only show that still produces 
new episodes.  Dexter’s Laboratory 
was cut off in 2003 and Invader Zim 
was cancelled in 2006.  So much for 
those childhood memories.
 Sophomore Nicole Rubenstein 
declared that her favorite television 
show was “The Magic School 
bus—Mrs. Frizzle was amazing.”  
Sophomore Chenyu Zhang agreed, 
adding “Dragon Tales!  And Arthur…” 

Staff Writer
by Lauren Wyman

Remembering Our Childhood Through TV

“HJB Club” Appeals to BHS Appetites
Staff Writer

by Jordan Krantz
said, “was being attacked by twenty 
kids when I got back”, all of them 
wanting their burgers. All of the 
members of the group then gathered to 
watch a showing of the Nick classic, 
“Good Burger”. “It’s a great comedy 
about making burgers” Sam said, “It 

really shines a different light on the 
whole process”.
    When asked about future plans 
for the club, Ori Friedman, head 
HJB chef, described the possibilities 
as “endless”. “When you combine 
those angus patties with my cooking 
ability”, he pauses “there is no telling 
what could happen.” 
     The future plans of the club include 

    “Hot Juicy burger, hot juicy burger, 
hot juicy burger”
     This was the echo of the original 
2006 Wendy’s commercial, the 
one that started the 
phenomenon. When 
Hot Juicy Burger Club 
founder Jerry Gordon fist 
saw this on his TV late 
one night, he knew it was 
fate.
   “I have always loved 
burgers since I was like 
two, and when I saw that 
Wendy’s burger, I knew 
I was whipped for life,” 
said Gordon. He went on 
to explain that an HJB is 
a burger at its “ultimate 
juiciness”, where “you 
have to wipe your face 
after each bite.” 
     According to him, the 
prime spot for burgers is 
out in Independence. This 
small burger joint, Swenson’s serves 
up a juicy galley-boy to anyone in 
need of it. “Add those fries and a 
shake”, Jerry said, “Oh yeah…”
     The first meeting of the HJB club 
took place Wednesday, October 7 
when Co-President Sam Terkel, 
gathered orders and went out to 
Swenson’s to pick up the burgers. 
“The main challenge I faced” Sam 

burger-making 101, where beginners 
can learn to use the grill. “It’s a 
great way for me to give back,” 
said Ori, who has spent the last few 
years working in the culinary arts 
program. He added, “and always 

remember only flip 
your burgers once.” 
Along with working 
with a culinary expert 
on burgers, Friedman 
can give the run down 
on the bun making 
process as well. “If not 
the most important,” 
then, “the most critical 
part by far,” Ori said.
 Although the HJB 
club has not been as 
active in recent months 
as they were at the 
beginning of the year, 
members say that they 
are planning more 
events for the spring.
     While all this talk of 
burgers makes Founder 
Jerry Gordon “crave a 

nice HJB,” it provides information 
on how the HJB club is becoming 
the next big thing. “With ease the 
club will have 100 members by 
next month.” Jerry said, “everyone 
loves burgers, there is nothing in 
the world like biting into a hot juicy 
one.”

     Silence. Joel Freimark dances to 
Single Ladies by Beyonce. Silence. 
The curtains open. Lights turn on. 
The focus shifts to the set. Applause is 
heard when the directors walk on stage 
to introduce White and Gold 2009.
     Blackout.
     These intricate transitions could not 
have been possible if not for the Tech 
Crew.
     For more than 30 years, the BHS 
Tech Crew has handled lighting, sound, 
special effects and everything else that 
occurs behind the scenes for events in 
the auditorium. Tech Crew is more than 
your average high school club.
     The techies work long hours and 
deal with unpredictable challenges, 
especially during tech week. Tech 
week is a period beginning the week 
before each school play. 
     The techies find out what their jobs 
are going to be for the production, 
and run through the show with the 
actors once or twice, learning cues and 
making changes. Tech week includes 
four to six hour practices, sometimes 
ending later than 11:00 PM, depending 
on the production.
     Joel Freimark, the tech director, was 
on Tech Crew when he was a student at 
BHS. When asked why he became the 
tech crew adviser, he said,  “I have a large 
amount of experience in professional 
sound and lighting.  Combined with 
my overall theatrical experience, it just 
kind of made sense.”
     In addition to dealing with the 
technology of a production, Tech 
Crew also must learn how to run a 
well-organized and and how to handle 
handling emergency situations (such as 
an actor missing a cue, a dying mic, etc.) 
“I try and teach students how to “keep 
cool” in these high stress situations,” 
said Freimark.
     Tech crew, besides being a school 
club, is more like a family. “The bonds 
of Tech Crew are truly lifelong,” said 
Freimark. Last spring, during the 
production of Fiddler on the Roof, 
former members of Tech Crew came 
to help. “A graduate of the Class of 
1996 came in from San Francisco for 
the entire Tech Week to be a part of the 
team,” Freimark remembers.
     Rachael Silver and Ari Ashpis, both 
juniors at BHS, have been on Tech 
Crew since their freshman year.  “It’s 
pretty cool to know that without a tech 
crew there probably wouldn’t be a 
show, or there would be a show, just 
not with all the technical stuff such as 
lights and mics,” said Silver.  
    She went on to explain the camaraderie 
of the group, “While some of us may 
normally be friends, others of us aren’t, 
but in tech crew we’re sort of just one 
big family. We’re the techies,” said 
Silver.
     “I’d take a bullet for Joel Freimark,” 
Ashpis joked.

BHS Tech 
Crew: An 

In-Depth Look
by Rachel Komich

Staff Writer

At a meeting in November, members of the HJB club 
colored pictures of burgers and fries.

Features

Many of the shows we watched as kids have been cancelled.
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NASA May Undergo Drastic Reforms
spending $18 billion for researching 
new fuel innovations to keep spacecrafts 
safe in space, for developing new types 
of engines to accelerate crafts in space, 
and  for creating innovations that would 
churn soil on the Moon and Mars into 
rocket fuel.   
     “I think this is a dramatic shift in 
the way we’ve gone about particularly 
human spaceflight over the past almost 
50 years,” said John M. Logsdon, former 
director of the Space Policy Institute at 
George Washington University.           
 Yet a portion of the population 
views this new policy with trepidation.  
Harrison Schmitt, former Apollo 17 
Astronaut, declared, “It’s bad for 
the country,” Schmitt said. “This 
administration really does not believe in 
American exceptionalism.”  
    As quoted in a Washington Post 
Article, Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison 
(R-Tex.) agreed, saying that under 
Obama’s strategy “America’s decades-
long dominance of space will finally 

come to an end.”
     Another issue raised against this 
dependent policy is that space travel 
will increasingly enter the realm of 
international politics and international 
disputes, both of which are volatile and 
oftentimes subjected to change.  
   As New York Times columnist 
Kenneth Chang astutely commented, “If 
implemented...the space agency would 
no longer operate its own spacecraft, 
but essentially buy tickets for its 
astronauts.” 
     Yet others support Obama’s proposal, 
saying that the shift in focus from the 
launching of rockets to engineering and 
scientific research will form a strong 
basis for the further growth of American 
supremacy in space.  
      Dr. Logsdon continued to comment, 
“I’m optimistic this provides a path to 
a long term and sustainable and high 
quality program…But I think there will 
be a lot of debate over the details over 
the next few months.”

     Change.  During his presidential 
campaign, Barack Obama emphasized 
one word: change.  We have seen the 
change in the health care system, change 
in the wars in the Middle East, and now 
we are in the midst of another gargantuan 
change: change in America’s space 
policy.  
 President Obama is urging NASA 
to scrap the Constellation project as set 
forth by the former President George 
W. Bush.  The basic goal of Project 
Constellation was to send man back to 
the Moon by 2020 and onto Mars within 
the next two decades.  Obama wants to 
completely stop the flow of funding into 
Constellation, rather depending on either 
commercial aerospace companies or other 
nations to shuttle American astronauts to 
the International Space Station.  
 Instead of funneling the funding 
to Constellation, Obama is advocating 

  We’ve all seen him - following the 
school’s hearing-impaired students 
to their classes and sitting in a corner 
talking too quickly for most of us to 
understand without making a sound. 
Anybody who was at the Black History 
Month assembly would have seen him 
signing the words of the poem, song, and 
speech to the audience. He is, of course 
speaking American Sign Language 
(ASL), a brilliant and complex system 
of hand signs designed to give the deaf 
voices and ears.
    Mark Howdieshell learned ASL 
at St. Claire’s Community College, 
where he got an associate’s degree in 
manual communication. “I was always 
fascinated with languages and wanted 
to learn a foreign language for the 
longest time.” When asked if being 
an interpreter was what he’d always 
wanted to do, he replies: “Always, 
no. When I was a little kid I wanted to 
be a baseball player or a cowboy. But 
seriously, though, when I was older I 
had no idea what I wanted to do.”
    Howdieshell was born in Dayton, 
Ohio, and moved to Oakwood at 
the start of high school. “It was very 
like Beachwood - most people were 
upper middle class and there were 
some wealthy families. Education 
has changed so much in the past, oh, 
thirty years or so. I had a good general 
education, and enjoyed high school. I 
participated in sports, extracurricular 
activities; I was a normal teenager. 
The only difference I see is that my 
school wasn’t at all racially diverse 
- there weren’t any Jews or African-
Americans there that I knew of. I never 
grew up with prejudice, though.”
    Howdieshell left a job in Dayton 
for a better job in Beachwood. During 
his time here, he’s returned to school 
at Kent State to earn a bachelor’s in 
education with a focus on language. 
    Howdieshell’s co-workers have high 
opinions of him. When asked about 
his work ethic, Ms. Patte Bettis-Eddie 
said “He’s always early, and I don’t 
think I’ve ever heard him say no when 
asked for help. [His relationship with 
students] is great. Many kids here know 
him from their classes.”
    In addition to his duties as an 
interpreter, Howdieshell also does the 
stats for the baseball team, announces 
for the football games and band, line-
judges for the volleyball team, and 
pretty much any other hosting work 
around the school.
    Howdieshell balances his family life 
with his work, and has a son in Iraq. 
When asked if he worries about him, 
he answered “I’m not very worried. He 
calls about once a month but we email 
back and forth all the time.”
    In his spare time, Howdieshell enjoys 
working out, riding his bike, listening to 
music, and watching movies. His tastes 
in music and cinema are “eclectic”; he 
doesn’t have a particular preference but 
is especially not a fan of horror films. 

Staff Writer

by Lauren Wyman
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Seeing Signs:
Mark Howdieshell

Texting While Driving: Why the Controversy?
Staff Writer

by Scott Remer

 Texting while driving has quickly 
become a pervasive and deadly problem. 
Although it has only existed for a few 
years, a recent American Automobile 
Association survey revealed that 21% of 
motorists admit to texting while driving. 
This distraction exacts an extremely high 
toll: in 2008, 6,000 deaths and 500,000 
injuries resulted from crashes involving 
distracted drivers.
 The reason for the high mortality 
associated with texting while driving? A 
Virginia Tech Transportation Institute 
study found that “texting took a driver’s 
focus away from the road for an average 
of 4.6 seconds,” enough time at 55 
mph to travel the length of an entire 
football field. Moreover, the Transport 
Research Laboratory discovered that 
texting while driving makes drivers 
35% slower to react – slower than drunk 
drivers and, surprisingly, even slower 
than drivers using marijuana. 
 Lately, the truth that texting while 
driving is worse than all other distracters 
has been borne out in spectacular fashion. 
In September 2008, a train engineer in 
California missed a stop signal while 
texting, resulting in a collision that 
killed twenty-five and injured 101. In 
May 2009, sixty-two people were hurt 
when one trolley slammed into another 
in Boston; one of the trolley operators 
admitted to texting just seconds before 
the accident.
 The alarming number of deadly 
accidents involving texting behind the 
wheel, coupled with its prevalence, has 
led some to advocate a ban. Paul Green, 
a seasoned research professor at the 
University of Michigan Transportation 
Research Institute, contends, “We don’t 
have ex-act statistics yet, [but] we have 
enough information to say that texting 
shouldn’t be permitted while driving.” 
 Others in high places concur. 
President Obama has forbidden 
government workers from texting when 
conducting state business. Nineteen 
states, including Alaska, California, and 
Vir-ginia, now have laws prohibiting all 
drivers from texting, while several others 
forbid teens from texting while driving. 

     Although there have been widespread 
pushes for texting bans, indicating broad 
public support, a 2008 Nationwide 
survey discovered that almost 40% 
of drivers intend to disobey laws 
prohibiting the use of cell phones (and 
thus texting) in the car. 
 This dichotomy between the 
general and the personal also exists in 
Beachwood. In an unscientific poll of 
fifty students, only seven felt texting 
while driving is “acceptable” or “under-
standable,” while forty-three deemed it 
“unacceptable.” However, when asked 
about a ban, something that would 
personally affect them, a bare majority, 
twenty, are in favor, while seven-
teen are opposed and four express no 
opinion.
 One explanation for this 
inconsistency may be that texting 
while driving is an especially teenage 
phenomenon. Steven Bloch, an 
Automobile Club senior research 
associate, theorizes that the reason is 
that “texting and cell phone devices 
have become such a component of life 
for teens…that it’s hard for them to 
differentiate between doing something 
normal and doing some-thing wrong.” 
 Here in Beachwood, many 
students echo Bloch’s views. Ava Fagin, 
who confesses that she texts while 
driving, holds that the reason is that “in 
today’s social world, we are obsessed 
with technology.” She sees the same 
principle behind texting in class at work 
on the road. “After all,” she says, “Why 

can’t people wait until the end of class 
to take out their cell phones?” Ramon 
Fischer agrees: he says that talking to 
someone is second-nature and he doesn’t 
like leav-ing a conversation unfinished.
 Both Fischer and Fagin stress 
that they only text at stoplights, but 
Ramon admits that he “knows that it’s 
dangerous” and emphasizes that he’s “not 
trying to be a danger to everybody.” The 
fact that even those who text are defensive 
about it accounts for the overwhelming 
response that it’s unacceptable, but why 
are some students against a ban?
 Although there is considerable 
opposition in Beachwood, according to a 
poll by Nation-wide, 80% of Americans 
favor a ban. Supporters point to the effect 
a ban would have on societal attitudes, 
as texting while driving would acquire a 
deserved stigma, reducing the number of 
acci-dents it causes. Even the cell phone 
industry supports a ban – a statement on 
an industry consor-tium’s site declares, 
“Text messaging while driving is 
incompatible with safe driving.” 
     To add insult to injury, the Transport 
Research Laboratory found that text 
messages take 63 seconds on average to 
send while driving, almost three times as 
long than from a desk. 
     Is your twenty-character text message, 
one that will take three times longer than 
usual to send, really worth your life?
     For students who would like more 
information on texting while driving and 
its effects, please see www.keepthedrive.
com.

Photo by Asha Clark

As students pull out of the BHS parking lot, how many will put down 
their iPhones?
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  Where in the World Have       BHS Students Been?

IRELAND: Sarah Levine

Clockwise from Top: A young Carlos Padilla smiles on the beach in Venezuela; a view of the beautiful Venezuelan landscape.
Photos courtesy of Carlos Padilla

Clockwise from Top: A view of Trinity College; Sarah smiles next to flowers in the Dublin Market; an infamous Irish jail where revolutionaries were held.
Photos courtesy of Sarah Levine

Clockwise from Top: Eric leans on a historical Chinese landmark; a tower in the Chinese city of Shanghai; Eric poses with his host family.
Photos courtesy of Eric Silverman

Venezuela: Carlos Padilla

Ireland: Sarah Levine

China: Eric Silverman



  Where in the World Have       BHS Students Been?

Clockwise from Top: Andrew Darvin visis the Great Barrier Reef, Poses near the Sydney Opera House, and “pokes” a  kangaroo
Photos courtesy of Andrew Darvin

Clockwise from Top: Natan overlooks a valley in Israel, Natan rides on a bike trail, Natan visits the Western Wall in Jerusalem, and Natan peers at a city
Photos courtesy of Natan Kohn Magnus

Clockwise from Top: A beach in Acapulco; a lady sells food on the beach; Ilana Nurko spends time on the beach with her friend.
Photos courtesy of Ilana Nurko

Australia: Andrew Darvin

Israel: 
Natan 
Kohn-
Magnus

Mexico: 
Ilana Nurko



In Spite of Difficulties, White and Gold Rocks Out

came down with something last minute, 
so we had to rearrange our dance.  But 
in the end I think it turned out great.”  
 The final act of the show was 
performed by a band composed mostly 
of teachers, which has become a White 
and Gold tradition. The band had a 
total of six members: technology team 
member Joel Freimark on lead guitar 
and vocals, English teacher Todd Butler 
on guitar, social studies teacher John 
Perse on the harmonica, intervention 

specialist Mark Grey on drums, 
junior Michael Bohm on guitar, 
and sophomore Sam Goldman 
on Base.  This year the band was 
called “Special Announcement 
from Transportation.”  They played 
two songs: “Back on the Train” by 
Phish, and “Rock n’ Roll” by The 
Velvet Underground.  
 Out of all the members 
of Special Announcement of 
Transportation Mark Grey is the 
most accomplished musician.  In 
addition to playing regularly at 
White and Gold and other BHS 
events, he plays in a band called 
“The North Coast Jazz Collective”, 
which has regular gigs around 
northeast Ohio.
 Special Announcement 
began practice right after winter 
break, twice a week, every 
week on Mondays and Fridays.  
According to Bohm, the practices 
sometimes had their little hiccups 
such as when Butler had to bring 
his son Arlo to practice and had 
to feed him while they practiced 
their songs. But like all the other 
performances, theirs turned out 
great.

     The lights flashed on and off to 
signal the start of the Thursday night 
performance of White and Gold. The 
roar of the 253 audience members 
began to slowly decrease to a buzz. 
Then the room went black.  
 The stage was illuminated with 
the light bouncing off a small disco 
ball that hung over the stage, allowing 
the audience to see the cheerleaders 
emerge from the red velvet curtain 
hanging on the back of the set. The 
girls, dressed as maids, made their 
way around the room using the dusters 
to brush the furniture as they slid by. 
Then they came into their formation.  
The squad did a quick cheer, and then 
continued into their dance.  
 What the audience did not 
know was that about thirty minutes 
before the team had been in quite a 
predicament: one of the girls on the 
squad was home sick.  This setback 
forced them to quickly change some 
of the choreography and hope for the 
best.   
 When asked about what she 
thought of their performance, junior 
Jenna Gordon said, “One of our girls 

by Ena Jones

Cleveland Film Fest More Popular Than Ever
attendance, that these devoted people 
waiting in stand-by did not even get to 
make it into the movie. 
     There were a wide variety of films that 
could be seen at this year’s festival. For 
example, movies range from family short 
film programs to documentaries such as 

“Turtle: The incredible Journey.” The 
festival even presents the opportunity 
to people to get caught up on American 
classics like “The Graduate.” There 
were also movies from many different 
countries and regions: from Israel to 
India, from Switzerland to France, and 
from Korea to little old Ohio. 
     One movie that has gotten a great deal 
of praise is “Hipsters,” as translated into 
English.  It is a Russian musical. Who 
knew Russians made musicals? The 
movie is set in 1950’s Soviet Russia. We 
are introduced to the main character of 

the story, Mels, as he is raiding a “hipster” 
party with his group of Communist party 
loyalists.
     Upon meeting one of the said hipsters, 
Polina, Mels seems to become interested 
in this lifestyle. Mels sheds his communist 
uniform and takes on the life of a hipster, 
going to wild parties, listening to jazz, 

taking up the saxophone, 
and covering himself in 
brightly colored clothes, 
platform shoes and the 
ever popular pompadour 
hairstyle.  As a hipster, they 
strived to be “American,” 
changing their names and 
listening to American 
music. Mels became Mel, 
Boris became Bob, and 
Polina became Polly. Not 
only was this movie a fun 
and colorful musical, but 
it made a statement about 

what it meant to be a hipster, showing 
that different is good. This movie was so 
popular at the festival that the 7 o’clock 
showing on Friday, March 26th required 
two theaters, and an extra showing was 
added for the next night at 10 o’clock. 
    As you can see, this year’s film 
festival was quite the hopping place 
to be. Unfortunately you will have to 
wait until the 35th festival to get this 
wonderful and enriching opportunity to 
see unconventional films. 

    Walking into Tower City on Saturday 
March 20th, it seemed like a normal day; 
perhaps a little busier than usual, but then 
again there was an art fair going on. But 
this is not a normal day at all. It is the 
third day of what appears to be some 
sort of festival. Every year, 
Cleveland plays host to an 
international film festival, 
not surprisingly named the 
Cleveland International 
Film Festival. 
     Films are shown over a 
span of 10 days at the movie 
theater in tower city. This 
year’s festival, the 34th, was 
held March 18-28. This year 
marked a record-breaking 
year for the festival, as they 
had much more people in 
attendance than in years 
past. The hallways in Tower 
City were filled with many lines. 
     Stand-by lines stretched through the 
food court, as moviegoers expectantly 
awaited their chance to get into a movie. 
Stand-by lines are for people waiting to 
get into the theater. Stand-by is necessary 
when a film already has so many people 
who purchased tickets ahead of time. 
Instead of being able to buy tickets right 
then and there, the festival’s volunteers 
and staff must calculate how much room 
is left in the theater in order to see how 
many extra people would be able to get 
in. Some movies had so many people in 
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Senior Alex Evans serenades the audience 
during White and Gold 2010

Jessica Borison

“This year marked a record-
breaking year for the festival, as 
they had many more people in 
attendance than in years past. 

The hallways in Tower City 
were filled....”
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brain (“I wonder if ____ likes me”, 
“what should I do this weekend?”, 
“Basketball game tonight-lets beat 
Solon!”), preventing Person A from 
staying in the classroom mentally.
      On the other hand, Person B, 
who begins to doodle after the first 
15 minutes, will actually be able to 
refrain from daydreaming. Unlike 
daydreaming, doodling forces your 
brain to use just enough energy to 
halt the daydreams but not so much 
that you don’t pay attention. And 
studies demonstrate that doodlers 
remember 29% more information 
than non-doodlers….and that’s a big 
difference when it comes to that unit 
test (Spiegel). 
     Supposedly, doodles are also 
expressions of the subconscious mind 
(BBC). Below are some examples of 
what your doodles might be saying 
about you…
 Arrows: you are aggressively 
ambitious
     Boxes: closed boxes indicate self 
centeredness and a desire for privacy, 
and open boxes indicate either a wish 
to welcome somebody or to escape 
from something
     Eyes: repeatedly drawing eyes are 
a sign that you feel like you are being 

watched
     Flowers or Stars: romance, anyone? 
No surprise, typically flowers are 
doodled by females
     Guns: Someone has a bit of 
subconscious aggression…
     Houses: Exhibits how you feel 
about your home environment…is the 
front door open or closed? Are there 
windows? Is it balanced?
     Intricate Patterns: you may be 
obsessive and/or highly introverted
     Portraits: You may be a teen girl 
attempting an idealized self-portrait 
     Comic Faces: Generally drawn by 
males who want to be the center of 
attention
     Question Marks: you may be 
facing a difficult decision or doubt 
about your role in life (or my personal 
interpretation, you don’t know what 
the teacher is talking about)
     Signatures: Identity crisis
     Trees: no leaves=isolated with no 
family ties
     Cars: You desire material things…
like nice cars?
    Zigzags: You would love to regress 
to your childhood to escape from harsh 
reality….I get the feeling zigzags are 
seen a lot during finals week

      I’m “guilty” of it. Many of my 
friends are “guilty” of it. Bill Gates is 
“guilty” of it. Even our President is 
“guilty” of it. So what is the crime at 
hand? Doodling instead of focusing.
     However, according to a study 
published in the Journal of Applied 
Cognitive Psychology, new data has 
emerged that suggests that the large 
population of doodlers, often found 
amongst the classrooms of BHS, are 
in fact even better focused than the 
non-doodlers, and in turn remember 
more information.  But how could 
the person moving her pencil across 
the margins of her notebook possibly 
remember more information than the 
guy looking at the teacher?
     Here’s how. Let’s assume Person 
A and Person B are sitting in a typical 
lecture based class. Note that data 
shows that after only fifteen minutes 
in a lecture, your ability to pay 
attention and digest the information 
will significantly decline. 
     So Person A, the one looking at 
the teacher, is probably going to 
start daydreaming less than halfway 
through the period, even if it appears 
they are paying attention. But while 
they are daydreaming, there is 
serious activity going on in their 

The Art and Science of Doodles
by Arielle Cohen
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A Nesiya: A Journey Towards Understanding
mutual disdain born of unfortunate 
stereotypes. But within two days that 
disdain had turned into respect and even 
blossomed into friendship. Through 
patience and respect, I was able to 
gain insight from those who have been 

pa in t ed 
as my 
enemies. 
I was 
able to 
m a k e 
an inde-
pendent 
decision, 
e n t e r 
with an 
o p e n 
m i n d , 
and leave 
with a 
sense of 
a culture 
that few 

experience. 
Nesiya challenged my worldview, yet 
by forcing me to examine my own 
beliefs, ended up strengthening them. 
It left me with a drive to learn and 
understand others and make respect a 
routine practice.  
 Many people talk about the 
lasting impact of a particular experience 
while its significance slowly withers 

away. It is true that I have already 
fallen out of contact with some of 
my peers and am already forgetting 
some of the things we did on this 
life-altering program. But the 
program wasn’t about specific 
experiences or friendships. Rather, 
it was about giving us skills for 
thoughtful introspection, respecting 
others, and having a lasting impact 
on your community. 
I have taken the principles I learned 
on Nesiya to heart. It gave me an 
external drive for human rights 
advocacy, as well as a personal 
drive for self-improvement. As 
soon as I got home, I began acting 
in a more respectful manner towards 
my peers. I also became much 
more active in my community by 
volunteering, becoming active in 
Amnesty International and running 
the Jewish Student Union at my 
school, where anyone can come 
in to learn about diverse Jewish 
cultures. Nesiya gave me an added 
purpose, a sort of calling to put 
respectful dialogue into practice. 
I realized the potential of human 
understanding even with our 
differences and vowed to implement 
these ideas on both personal and 
professional levels. 

was an extremely trying period. I 
had grown up with a set of values 
and beliefs and here I was, being 
challenged in my every thought and 
forced to sit through it respectfully. 
I wanted to defend myself, explain 
why I was 
right and they 
were wrong. 
And then it hit 
me. The world 
doesn’t need 
to function 
in absolutes. 
We can have 
s i g n i f i c a n t 
differences and 
still co-exist; 
understand one 
another and 
still be who we 
are.
     This point 
was epitomized 
by my Bedouin 
encounter later in the program. We 
visited the Bedouin town of Rahat, 
got a taste of their lifestyle by visiting 
their markets and homes as well as 
explored the intense differences of 
opinion we had. 
 More  than  cultural 
differences separated us; there was 

   I’ve been climbing for at least an 
hour and a half, so why does the 
top look so far away? The sun is 
scorching me; I’m grateful I listened 
to my counselors and brought along 
a hat. Gingerly, I place foot in front 
of foot, watching where I step so as 
to ease the pain that all this hiking 
has caused. 
    Finally, I reach the top.  Most 
people would be satisfied with 
sinking into the ground and enjoying 
the magnificent desert view, but not 
me. The sun was not yet high in the 
sky, the perfect time to say Shacharit, 
the Morning Prayer. I wrap on my 
t’fillin (phylacteries), their black 
leather straps already warming in 
the intense desert heat, and take a 
moment to appreciate the moment. I 
think to myself this is what makes 
life exhilarating.
 This experience was just one 
example of many wonderful ones 
that I had on my summer program 
this past year, Nesiya (journey). 
The six week program in Israel was 
designed to expose its very diverse 
participants to our different opinions 
and backgrounds and then have 
us build a community together. It 

by Natan Kohn-Magnus

 Now, let’s contrast Obama’s 
execution with Bush’s. Obama has 
discouraged the usage of the term 
“War on Terror;” insisted on fair, 
open civilian trials for combatants, 
trials where they will be afforded 
their rights; and ordered the closing 
of Guantánamo Bay. Furthermore, 
he has reached out to the Islamic 
world through his speech at Cairo 
and other diplomatic overtures, let-
ting moderates know that we don’t 
subscribe to the childish division of 
the world into Good and Bad.
 Naturally, Cheney is aghast. 
Using scare tactics, he attempts to 
equate Democrats with softness on 
terror. Really, though, let’s think this 
through. Terrorists like Khalid Sheikh 
Mohammed will get convicted no 
matter their location or what rights 
they are given, and water-boarding 
and torturing are antithetical to our 
cherished values. When we stoop to 
that level to extract information that 
will no doubt be false, we become 
just as bad as them. 
 This is a war of psychology and 
values. Our strength lies in our values 
of justice, freedom, and democracy 
– undermining it by abandoning our 
ideals just serves to harm us. As Henry 
Ward Beecher said, “Expedients are 
for the hour, but principles are for the 
ages.” If we abandon our principles 
in times of trouble, they are nothing 
but idle chatter. Panicking in the face 
of a clumsy attempt at terrorism only 
gives terrorists what they want: our 
fear. While it may have some flaws, 
Obama’s calm, rational response, 
rooted in the values that made us 
strong, is exactly what’s needed to 
win this war of worldviews.

 Ah, Dick Cheney. Remember 
him? Yes, he’s the man who eroded 
civil liberties, wrongfully marched 
our troops into Iraq to benefit his 
cronies at Halliburton, and destroyed 
our economy.
 Recently, he commented 
on Obama’s defense policies and 
handling of the Christmas Day 
bomber – why he should have any 
credibility is another issue. This 
paragon of wisdom said, “[W]
e are at war and when President 
Obama pretends we aren’t, it makes 
us less safe.” As a reason for this 
supposed refusal, he theorized that 
doing so wouldn’t fit with “the 
goal of his presidency – social 
transformation.”
 Let’s examine Cheney’s 
statement. Our basic question will 
be: Is Obama endangering the US 
through his terrorism policy? 
 Let’s first look to Bush’s 
terrorism policy. Establishing the 
Department of Homeland Security 
was undoubtedly good. From there, 
it went downhill. Antagonizing 
moderate Muslims and the rest of 
the world with warlike rhetoric, 
Bush fumbled through years of the 
War on Terror. He and his cronies 
violated the precepts and words 
of our Constitution and laws, 
waterboarding and torturing in the 
name of protecting the American 
people. 
      They created an extra-judicial 
system in Guantánamo where the 
only checks and balances were those 
of one CIA officer against another. 
Clearly, Bush and his advisers never 
watched Star Trek; the episode 
“Who Watches the Watchers?” 
comes to mind.

    “If hypocrisy is the homage that 
vice pays to virtue, then the flip-
flops on previously denounced 
anti-terror measures are the homage 
that Barack Obama pays to George 
Bush.”
     For a while now, Obama has 
flagrantly denounced Bush and 
his “reckless” policies regarding 
the Middle East, so it may be 
puzzling to some why Obama’s 
current foreign policy regarding the 
Iraq and Afghanistan do not differ 
much or at all from the previous 
administration’s.
     An example of this is the 
restoration of military tribunals. 
Throughout his campaign, Obama 
expressed great discontent for them 
and called them an “enormous 
failure.” For a small amount of time 
they were suspended, but as of now 
they are re-activated.  
     Despite whatever the reality 
may be, Obama still claims to 
have eliminated all the “immoral” 
programs implemented by George 
Bush. Washington Post columnist 
Charles Krauthammer claims how 
Obama’s flip-flopping is “a common 
three-step method: excoriate the 
Bush policy, ostentatiously unveil 
cosmetic changes, adopt the Bush 
policy.” 
     Superficial alterations to current 
policy as displayed by Obama 
appear when he claims, “we will 
give detainees greater latitude in 
selecting their own counsel.” This 
is simply a joke. Big time expensive 
Liberal law firms will jump hurdles 
in order to represent these convicts 
for free, just as a matter of publicity 
and political gain.    
     Didn’t Obama do something 

to disallow information gained by 
military officials during coerced 
interrogation? Former prosecutor 
Andrew McCarthy says that under the 
existing rules, judges in the military 
have commonly dropped charges 
against suspects because of illegally 
obtained evidence, even throughout 
the Bush Years. Al-Qaeda operative 
Mohammed al-Qahtani was released 
on exactly this reason. 
     Even the whole democratic 
leadership seems to be double-
backing on policy. When it comes to 
Guantanamo Bay, Democrats (who 
have flipped since) were at one point 
supporting George Bush’s policies 
as Sen. James Webb, the de facto 
Democratic authority on national 
defense, wanted the closing to be put 
on hold. And the Democratic Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid said, 
“No Gitmo inmates on American soil 
-- not even in American jails.” 
     In England, when Thatcherism 
was introduced by the right, it was 
know as a conservative economic 
policy. When Tony Blair took office 
however, his incorporation of aspects 
of Thatcherism in his center-left 
Administration gave Thatcherism 
proper legitimacy in the country as it 
still is reflected in policy today. 
     A similar thing is happening with 
Obama now as he adopts the war 
front into his administration. The 
significance of this exceeds political 
consistency as the war in Afghanistan 
slowly gains legitimacy with public 
opinion and political precedent. 
Obama may not admit it out load, but 
his commitment to the Middle East 
is growing day by day. 

Natan wears a traditional headgarment 
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   There has been a long standing irony at BHS: we are an award-winning school 
with students who are state recognized athletes, award winning scientists 
and perfect-scoring standardized test takers, yet the walls are peeling, the 
ceilings are sagging and some teachers don’t even have air conditioning in the 
summer.
   The cure for this annoying irony lies in a simple motion of checking “Yes!” 
for Issue 3 on the May ballot.  
   As the district administration wrote in a letter to the community on March 
1st, “The Beachwood Board of Education is placing a $30 million, 30-year 
bond issue on the May 4, 2010, ballot. Its purpose is the improvement of the 
physical structure of BHS. This is a ‘bricks and mortar’ issue that cannot be 
used to fund salaries and day-to-day operating expenses of the district.”   
   The renovation plans include building a new library, adding more computer 
labs, and increasing the size and quality of Beachwood athletic facilities.  
   As of now the library is fine, but it could be better; the computer lab is fine, 
but it could be better; the athletic facilities are fine, but they could be better.  
   Issue 3 will not only make them better; it will make them the best that they 
can be: technologically, physically and academically. These renovations will 
not merely patch stuff up to allow the school to run on a day-to-day basis; they 
will allow BHS to function in a new age of increasing technology—all for the 
price of four cups of Starbucks per month.  
   Let’s weigh the options: over-priced black liquid or a newly renovated school 
that will serve as the lynchpin of our small community?  The answer seems 
obvious.  
   Sometimes we have to forsake something adequate for something great—and 
that’s a risk that the board is willing to take.  This sentiment—of pushing the 
envelope—reflects a defining quality of Beachwood. Students, administrators, 
teachers, and staff members are perpetually ambitious, thinking of the future, 
wanting to do something amazing with the resources given.  And that’s exactly 
what this bond issue will do as well. 
   Some opponents of the Issue bring up the fact that we’ve already renovated 
bits and pieces of the school.  We have the new science wing, the Green 
Dream classroom, and the atrium.  Issue 3 isn’t going to get rid of these new 
additions: it will add to them with rooms of similar quality. Additionally, we 
have resurrected the 53-year-old boiler, painted the peeling walls in the band, 
orchestra, and choir rooms, and repaired the ceiling of the atrium.  
   The mere fact that we’ve had to renovate small bits of the high school is 
like covering up a huge problem with a band-aid. We can fix a few ceiling 
leaks here, touch up some paint jobs there, but in order to stop the issues like 
leakage and peeling and inadequate heating/cooling, we have to have some 
drastic changes—changes will be made by Issue 3.    
Voting “Yes!” on Issue 3 is so important because we want the physical school 
to match the academics going on inside of the hallowed halls.  
   In the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson justified colonial 
independence by listing the grievances that the colonists had suffered under 
the rule of King George.   
   So in the spirit of Mr. Jefferson’s Declaration, here is a list of grievances, a 
Declaration of Independence from a Poorly Constructed School.  When you 
go to the ballot on May 4th, please take into consideration these issues or BHS 
students may have to secede from the community.  

1. We want the right to study in the library without having to overhear 
conversations about toenails or concerts
2. We want the right to use a computer in the computer lab without disturbing 
another class
3. We want the right to not be stifled by heat in Mr. Perse’s room during August, 
September, May, and June.
4. We want the right to sit in a classroom without leaks…although leaks are 
certainly fun for some ninja-training sessions… 

We want the right to a renovated school as set forth by Issue 3.

A Plea For Speed

Vote Yes on Issue 3

The Beachcomber, through its editorial pages, provides an open forum for student expression. This newspaper is equally dedicated to affording an opportunity to all BHS students, 
staff, alumni, parents, and community residents to express their opinions on these pages. All unsigned editorials appearing in The Beachcomber represent the opinions of the editorial 
board. They do not necessarily reflect the views of the student body, the staff, or the administration of Beachwood High School. The Beachcomber welcomes all letters to the editor, 
whether critical, complimentary, or informative. They must be signed, although names will be withheld upon request in cases that may be awkward or embarrassing to the writer. Let-
ters should be addressed to The Beachcomber, 25100 Fairmount Blvd., Beachwood, OH, 44122, or delivered to the editors or a secretary in the main office, attention Lauren Wyman. To 
contact Beachcomber adviser Josh Davis, please email him at jmd@beachwoodschools.org
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by Lauren “Why Man?”
Staff Writer

An Anonymous Letter to the Editor

Each issue, The Beachcomber Editorial Staff comes to a consensus on a 
topic and publishes an unsigned editorial which takes a position.

     Newton’s Third Law states that 
for every action, there is an equal but 
opposite reaction.       
      Sorry, Sir Isaac, but I would have to 
say that this law isn’t quite universal—
particularly when one is stationed in the 
hallways of BHS.  
     It’s almost impressive how Beachwood 
students are able to negate centuries of 
physics theories.  No matter how much I 
push or shove while attempting to get to 
class, I get no reaction.  Yes, I am talking 
about how much I hate walking behind 
slow people in the hallways.   
The problem is simple: attempting to get 
to class on time is akin to trying to run 
through a brick wall that can magically 
scream expletives at the passerby.  
     Andrew Darvin commented 
simultaneously with Alex Wertheim 
that, “All the people who block the halls 
have two things in common: they walk 
slowly, and they are stupi d.”
     Junior Sam Lowenkamp commented, 
“I hate slow walkers.  I run on a tight 
schedule, and slow walkers get in the 
way.”  
     Vice Principal Chase commented that 

BHS “Wellness” Policy:

he too does not appreciate slow-walkers.  
“I like walking fast-I probably walk the 
hallways 20 times per day.  I could out-
walk anybody.”  
     Not all of us can be so lucky.  The fact 
is that slow-walkers are such a problem 
in light of the new tardy policy: if 
students are late because they are stuck 
behind a hoard of chattering freshmen, 
who is at fault?  
     I’d like to say “the chattering fre 
shmen.”  
     So there are two solutions to this 
problem: either ban talking in the 
hallway or restructure the school so that 
traffic flow issues aren’t problems.  
     The perfect opportunity to fix this 
issue comes neither with futuristic 
inventions nor with ridiculous policy: 
rather, it comes with the renovation 
plans that are coming up on the ballot in 
May.  If the hallway extending from the 
500/600 halls to the 100/200 halls was 
significantly widened, the traffic jams 
that characterize my walk from English 
to Physics may be addressed.  The same 
idea could be applied for the Science 
and Math wings.  
     So, until then, watch out.  I may try to 
pummel you on the way to Physics.      

     At the risk of alienating all of my 
teachers and Andrew Darvin, I urge 
Beachwood voters to say no to Issue 
3. First of all, this issue proposes a $30 
million community investment.  I don’t 
know what you think but that sounds 
pretty high.  It will cost the owner of a 
$200,000 home an additional tax increase 
of $154 annually.  Which means it will 
cost the owner of a $300,000 home an 
additional tax increase of $230 annually, 
and it will cost the owner of a $400,000 
home an additional tax increase of $307 
annually.  Also, seniors, when you 
vote, you must realize that tax money 
is coming out of your pocket.  If your 
parents have $300 less in their pockets, 
that is$300 less that you have in your 
college fund or from your family’s 
recreational budget.  And before you 
are swayed by the passion of other kids 
who don’t care about the repercussions 
for their parents and by the enthusiasm 
of teachers who will not be affected 
personally by the tax increase, think for 
yourself and make wise decisions.
  This levy proposes, among other 
renovations, to produce a renovated 
600/700 Math/Science wing.  Didn’t we 
just redo the science wing? Wasn’t there 
an extension tothe science wing recently 
built with brand new classrooms?  Don’t 
we already have the high-tech Green 
Dream classroom?  Why do we need 
more renovations there?
   In addition, the levy will pay for a new 
library and new computer labs.  Doesn’t 
our library already have “the pit” with 
high-tech bookshelves on wheels? Don’t 
we have a microfiche?  What other useful 
library technology could we possibly 
get?  And did I mention that the library

get?  And did I mention that the library 
will be located in the current north gym?  
So instead of using the current library 
that has been set up to be a library, we 
are going to transform a gym into a 
new library. And new computer labs?  I 
doubt that anyone who walks into Mr. 
A’s room and sees a classroom full of 30 
new iMacs says that Beachwood needs 
to upgrade to a brand new computer lab.  
And also, a new Channel 22studio!    A 
brand new renovated room so we can 
more efficiently broadcast the names of 
BHS administrators to the backdrop of 
elevator music.    
    Also, the cafeteria and Bistro will be 
remodeled!  But God knows rebuilding 
the cafeteria does not guarantee any 
increase in food quality.  And don’t 
forget, this bond provides no funding 
for stadium lights.  Honestly if you 
would take a look at other schools that 
have serious problems and actually 
need renovations, the complaints about 
our school seem trivial.  Don’t get me 
wrong, I am not against education or 
renovation.   But maybe instead of a $30 
million investment, perhaps we should 
cover the basics that need to be dealt with 
before we get carried away and renovate 
things that are fine the way they are.  So 
I say come up with a better proposal.  
Draft a new version of Issue 3 with a 
10 or 15 million dollar renovation that 
covers only the basics.  Once the taxes 
increase, they will never go back down, 
so let’s decide carefully and cautiously 
before we consent to such a drastic 
increase.  We should increase slowly and 
conscientiously, because if we wan t to 
increase taxes again, it’s never too late 
to change our minds.  
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Gymnastics Team Springs To Life at BHS
meet, they had only one spectator, 
but Ginsburg explains that is to be 
expected since they are a new team. 
With more people on the team, she 
hopes that they can improve their 
own skills as well as teaching others.
     With over five million participants 
and 400 clubs in the US, gymnastics 
is on the rise within our country. In 
2004 it was the most viewed sport 
from the Olympics in Athens and 
millions more watched it in 2008 in 
Beijing.
     The two girls hope to add more 
members to the team and join the 
excitement of gymnastics. With hard 
work and dedication they believe that 
this year will be better then any that 
have come before.

    BHS now has a gymnastics team.
     Yes, that is the sport where men and 
women flip around in the air and land 
on their feet like stunt doubles out of 
a martial arts movie. But gymnasts 
do not have stunt doubles. The sport 
demands a great deal of commitment; 
competitors practice for up to four 
hours every day in order to master 
their routines. 
     Although they are a BHS 
sponsored club—not a sport—
founding members Arielle Ginsburg 
and Gabrielle Mitchell have big plans 
for Gymnastics at BHS.
     After competing through their 
private gymnastics club, the two BHS 
Juniors decided that they were tired of 
seeing other schools with gymnastics 

BHS Wrestlers Maintain Tradition of Excellence at States
by Megan Charms

6 minutes, including 3 two minute 
periods.” 
      The goal is to pin an opponent 
before time runs out, meaning that one 
wrestler is completely on their back 
with their shoulders touching the mat, 
ending the match immediately. But, if 
there is no pin, the winner of the match 
is the competitor who accumulated the 
most points.
     Rose described the point system 
as follows:  “When a wrestler takes 
an opponent down to the mat and still 
maintains control, he is given two 
points for the take down. If you escape 
someone else’s control you are given 
one point called an escape. If you put 
him on his back you are given either 
2 or 3 points depending how long his 
back was exposed and those are called 
back points.”
     Wrestling is not just a seasonal, 
winter high school sport. In the spring 
and summer, the wrestlers participate in 
freestyle wrestling leagues. Also, over 

the summer, there is a weight lifting 
routine that the athletes are required 
to do to stay in shape. Year round, 
wrestlers stay on a specific, healthy 
diet in order to make a certain weight 
class.
     According to Rose, the image of 
wrestlers starving themselves is a 
myth. “There’s a big misconception 
that wrestlers starve them selves and 
don’t eat for days. That’s not true, 
no one starves themselves. All it is 
is just rationing your food into really 
small portions. A wrestler who cuts 
weight will still eat during the day, 
just not nearly as much as anyone 
else.  The food that you eat is usually 
really light and burns up quickly or 
is heavy in protein so your body is 
still healthy and has energy.”

an arena holding a large crowd, 
with the bleachers for fans up high 
looking down into the “ring”. For 
the most part, the fans are quiet, but 
when something exciting happens, 
there will be roars.
     Beachwood sent seven 
wrestlers to districts. Out of 45 
teams, Beachwood placed 12th 
overall. Individually, senior Alex 
Dronzek in the 112-pound weight 
class placed second and junior 
Alec Jacober placed first in the 
125-pound division. Both wrestlers 
will compete in states coming up on 
March 4 – 6 in Columbus’s Jerome 
Schottenstein Center.
      Wrestling is a more complex 
sport than it appears to someone 
who knows nothing about the sport. 
Senior Danny Rose, a qualifier for 
districts in the 215-pound class, 
explained “the point of the sport is 
to maintain control of your opponent 
at all times with a match lasting 

    What does it take to be number 
one?” asks rapper Nelly in the song 
“Number One.” Beachwood’s Alex 
Dronzek apparently knew what it 
takes when he became number one 
on Saturday, March 6th at the State 
Wrestling tournament in Columbus.
     He knew he had won when he 
“was up by seven in the second 
period” against Cade Mansfield (38-
3) of Defiance Ayersville with his 
biggest fan, his mom, cheering him 
on. Right after the match, he jumped 
into his coach, Dugan Bentley’s, 
arms. He then celebrated by eating 
a huge dinner at the Winking Lizard, 
followed by two more meals that 
night at Steak & Shake. However, the 
victory did not set in until he woke 
up the next morning.
     Prior to states, Dronzek was 
ambivalent about wrestling in college. 
Now that it’s over, he is considering 
wrestling at Ohio University. So, 
what does it take to be number 
one? According to Dronzek, it takes 
commitment, perseverance and 
dedication to be a champion.
     Flash back to Saturday, February 27. 
The district tournament for wrestling 
was held at Maple Heights High 
School. Entering the gymnasium, 
one might expect much of noise and 
cheering from the crowd, but you 
could actually hear a pin drop. 
     The only noise was from the 
public announcer and the referees 
blowing their whistles. At times, you 
could even hear the referee’s hands 
pounding the mats as a wrestler was 
pinning their opponent.
     From a wrestler’s perspective, 
the Maple Heights gym is built like 

Staff Writer

Chenyu Zhang

teams while Beachwood had none. 
Arielle and Gabrielle approached 
Athletic Director Ryan Peters with 
the idea of starting a BHS club, and 
before long, the team was created.
     “I thought high school 
gymnastics would be a whole new 
experience… and a good one, 
too.” Ginsburg said, regarding her 
inspiration for forming the team.
     The team is run through 
Lakeshore Dance and Gymnastics 
in Mayfield Village. Throughout 
the week, the team runs regular two 
hour practices and on Saturdays 
they practice with the Brush team 
for four hours. All this practice 
is necessary to compete against 
schools such as West Geauga, 

Notre Dame Cathedral Latin, and 
Solon.
     Team members must pay a 
monthly tuition to be a part of the 
Lakeshore gym, and must supply 
their own equipment for meets.
     “Even though we only have 
two people on the team this year, 
we hope that in years to come 
more people will join, so it can be 
considered a varsity sport. I see a lot 
of potential for the team, and with 
more members we can compete with 
the top schools in the area.” Mitchell 
said. “We have many opportunities 
to grow and become better, but it all 
starts with gaining more members 
and supporters,” she continued.
     At their most recent home 

by Kaulin Hooper
Staff Writer

Senior Alex Dronzek wrestles an opponent at the Ohio State Tournament
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Dronzek has a “Rocky” moment 
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Mens Lacrosse Faces Defining Year
team, but we’re going 
to beat Benny,” said 
Earley.
 Freshman player Urs 
Fischer’s goals are to win 
games and score some 
goals. Fischer hopes to 
play attack, defense, 
or midfield. He feels 
that the team’s biggest 
strengths are leadership 
and determination, both 
key qualities for any 
team. 
      Sonpal also has a few 
goals of his own, mainly  
to see the kids develop 
as players; he also wants 

to see himself develop as a 
coach.  

  Being a team with a lot of new 
and younger players, there may 

be a few problems. The Lacrosse team 
has been doing pre-season workouts 
to teach stick skills and condition the 
athletes. The Bison may not end up 
being a play-off team, but with a new 
couch and new goals, the Beachwood 
Lacrosse program looks forward to a 
good season.

     Although men’s lacrosse is a club 
sport, the team is certainly working 
hard. The players work on stick skills, 
passing and catching drills, cradling, 
and much more. The sport is growing 
in popularity and numbers, not only 
in Beachwood but also in many 
neighboring high schools. 
       After bouncing between five 
couches in the last four years, 
the lacrosse team looks to this 
year’s new coach with a sense of 
optimism. Dan Sonpal previously 
coached at Delbarton High School 
in Morristown, New Jersey. 
Delbarton has worked for nationally 
ranked lacrosse team and that have, 
on several occasions, produced 
Division-1 college athletes. Sonpal 
believes in stressing fundamentals 
while keeping the big picture in mind.  
He believes Beachwood’s players are 
as good as any other player he has 
ever coached.
     Sonpal has several ideas about 
what makes success: if the team can 
be selfless and “spread the wealth” 

by passing the ball, then the 
team can be great. Senior captain 
Kevin Jones agrees, saying that if 
everybody feels comfortable with 
each other and can stay in good 
shape, they have the potential to 
be a very good team.  Jones is key 
member of the team: he has played 

Lacrosse for eight years and plays 
midfield, a position that requires the 
to be all over the field. 
   An asset to any endeavor is the 
setting of goals.  Lacrosse player 
Cameron Earley has his eye on 
Benedictine. “We are going to beat 
Benny. We’ll lose to every other 

by Kaulin Hooper
Staff Writer

Despite Lack of Attention, Swim Team Earns Respect
the two hundred yard free and five 
hundred yard free, qualifying for the 
state tournament in those events. This 
will be the junior swimmer’s third 
time at the state tournament.
     Most of the team’s recent record-
setting was done at the district 
tournament on February 20th. It was 
a satisfying finish to a long season 
without many wins.
     Despite the team record, Emi 
Hitomi considers the season to be 
a success. “I thought we did well,” 
Hitomi said, “Especially considering 
that Beachwood had half the number 
of swimmers as most of the teams we 
faced.” According to Hitomi, those 
extra swimmers gave the other teams 
more points automatically, before 
swimmers even got into the pool.
     Tramer also considered this past 
season to be a success, despite having 
relatively few victories at meets. “I 
would say the season went really 
well,” Tramer said. “All the swimmers 
worked really hard to improve their 
times and a lot of people got their best 
times this season.” Tramer continued,    
“The team swam really well at our 
sectional meet, as well as others.”
     This promising finish to the season 
leads to hope for the next few years. 
As Coach Lisa Sostakowski reminds 
everyone, “It’s a process, it will 
not happen in one year.” While this 
season undoubtedly had some highs 
and some lows, it’s clear that the 
future looks bright for the BHS swim 

Laura Tramer Swims to State 
Tournament:

     Persistence and hard work really 
do pay off.  Just ask Laura Tramer, 
who recently participated in the 
OHSAA (Ohio High School Athletic 
Association) swimming state 
tournament.  Laura posted great times 
in both the 200 free (1:54.49) and 500 
free (5:05.29).
     “It was really exciting to be part 
of such an exciting weekend,” the 
modest Tramer said happily. While 
Tramer swam in the top ten in the 
state tournament for both events, she 
hopes to return next year with some 
new goals. 
     She explained that for next year, 
she is thinking about “changing things 
up a bit and trying some new events, 
including trying to help a relay team 
get to states.” 
     While she is not one to boast, her 
accomplishments this season certainly 
deserve recognition.
     As junior swimmer Amnon Carmi 
explained, “Getting to states is one 
thing, but actually placing as highly 
as Laura did, that’s truly special.”
     So what can we expect from 
Laura next year? Although there are 
no guarantees, its probably safe to 
assume that Laura will continue to 
work and improve her already stellar 
career at BHS.

The Challenges: Long Hours, Lack 
of Recognition:

     On a Friday after school, long after 
many students have left BHS to go 
home and enjoy their weekend, there 
are still students at BHS. A relatively 
small, dedicated group of swimmers 
have gathered to compete in one of 
their first home meets of the season. 
What many students do not realize, 
however, is how much work goes into 
preparing for this meet.
     The air is humid. The heat is stifling. 
Welcome to the BHS swimming 
pool. The team is competing against a 
number of schools. As the swimmers 
ascend the starting blocks, a look of 
determination appears on their faces. 

     Swimmers worked hard to break 
their records, if only by fractions 
of a second. The success that the 
team achieved this season can only 
be attributed to their hard work.
     At the beginning of the season, 
there are many practices from 5:45 
AM to 7:15 AM, 3:30 PM to 6:45 
PM, and sometimes weekends 
from 7:00 AM to 9:00 AM. These 
practices are often comprised of 
very difficult activities, which, as 
junior swimmer Amnon Carmi 
explained, “take you to the deepest 
levels of hell.” 
     Carmi further explained that 
the “first two weeks of the season 
are like Survivor,” and that these 
practices, “would make even the 
marines cry.”
     Because they work so hard, 
many swimmers wish that the 
student body would recognize 
them for the amount of time they 
put into their season. As senior 
captain Alex Wertheim explained, 
“it can be hard to keep morale up 
without incentive from someone 
outside the swim team.” 
     Wertheim is also upset with the 
fact that while the basketball team 
often has “whiteouts and other 
promotions,” the swim team does 
not. Swim coach Lisa Sostakowski 
also worries about the lack of 
attention swimmers receive for the 
amount of time that they put in. 

     Coach Sostakowski feels that 
an increase in attendance would 
be beneficial to the swimmers. 
Sostakowski explained, “The length 
of a meet is minimal, one to two 
hours total; so support would be 
great for the swimmers.”
     During swim season, while 
most students continue their daily 
activities after school, one thing is 
certain; come 3:30 PM, there will 
be a dedicated group of swimmers 
in the pool, ready to work hard 
for their team. These students will 
continue to practice, and meets will 
continue to take place, regardless 
of the lack of attendance from the 
student body. 
     Given the choice, however, 
swimmers would definitely prefer 
a cheering section. And as junior 
swimmer Amnon Carmi puts it, 
“There really is no better place to be 
on a cold winter day than the BHS 
pool.”

BHS Swim Team has Strong 
Finish:

     BHS swimmers broke a number 
of records as their season ended, 
including the girls two hundred yard 
medley and the girls four hundred 
yard free relay, both of which were 
broken by a team of Elizabeth 
Morris, Emi Hitomi, Amelia Wester, 
and Laura Tramer.
     Tramer also broke records in 

by Scott Janovitz
Staff Writer

The BHS mens lacrosse team practices after school. 

A BHS swimmer out-touches her opponent after a grueling butterfly.

Senior Alex Wertheim enjoys his 
rose at senior awards night.
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Junior Solly Poprish 
accompanies Chelsea 
Glosser on her guitar.

Junior Jasmine Stevens 
Dancing to “Make you 
feel my love” by Adele

Senior Sam Terkel plays 
guitar while Senior Vance 
Coles raps.

Juniors Amnon Carmi and Sam Lowenkamp acting 
as Teachers John Perse and John Summers for the 
“Teacher’s Lounge” skit.

Drill Tea,m
Photo by: Ena Jones

Senior Ori Friedman 
and Junior Ari Levine 
playing the trumpet tand 
saxophone.

Senior Sam Terkel blends 
traditional banjo with 
Jewish music.

Junior Mariah Parker 
playing a song by Alicia 
Keyes.

Junior Troy Simmons on drums.

Senior Maya Rosenblum 
performs an original 
piece.

Freshman Kimari Ware 
playing a song dedicated 
to her gradmother

WHITE AND GOLD

BHS Drill Team opening 
the second act of White 
and Gold with their 
powerful dance

Junior Chelsea Glosser sings while Solly 
Poprish plays guitar.

Cheerleaders open with a 
provocative dance.
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