
BEACHCOMBER
THE

   Bring forth the wrecking balls and yellow 
Caterpillar excavators, BHS  is getting a 
gargantuan makeover.
     Planning to begin work in the summer of 
2011, the Beachwood Board of Education is now 
choosing an architectural firm to perform the 
remodeling: the running is between Beachwood-
based Burt Hill Firm and the Columbus-based 
Legat & Kingscott firm. 
   Each of these firms presented their general ideas 
for renovation at the Board of Education meeting 
on October 26th.  Legat & Kingscott emphasized 
their architecture prowess with the phrase 
“large firm expertise with small firm service.”  
Referencing their large portfolio of construction 
jobs, the firm was particularly excited about 
implementing more eco-friendly architectural 
methods for the renovations. 
       Yet Legat & Kingscott has never done 
business before with Beachwood City Schools, 
as has Burt Hill.  In fact, Beachwood has a long 
history with this firm: Burt Hill has done work at 
the Middle School, and current Burt Hill architect 
Chris Panichi designed the High School Atrium 
when he was with a different firm. Along with the 
history that Burt Hill has with Beachwood, the 
presenters also referenced their desire to make 
the school greener, inspired by the example of the 
“Green Dream” classroom. 
   Although the companies obviously have 
different ideas about how they would like to 
approach the project, there are some aspects of the 
construction work that are unequivocal necessities.  
Superintendent Markwardt explained that the 
construction work will start in the basement, 
where the leaks and the peeling walls of the music 
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and death as a result of swine flu, Debeljak said that 
“there are more complications with swine flu than there 
are resulting from the normal flu. The fear of serious 
complications comes in if you have a pre-existing 
medical condition or you develop a secondary medical 
condition.”
     Regarding the fear of death as a result of H1N1, 
according to statistics by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, 60 million Americans suffer from the 
regular flu each year, and 36000 of these people die as 
a result.  As for swine flu, 22 million Americans have 
been infected since April, and 3900 of these people 
have died.  That means that 1 in every 1667 infected 
people die from the regular flu, which is a much higher 
rate than the 1 in every 5641 infected people who die 
from swine flu.
     As for preventing swine flu, Debeljak recommends 
getting both regular flu and swine flu shots for optimum 
health.  She also emphasizes regular handwashing, 
discourages sharing of utensils, and stresses that if you 
have any indication of swine flu symptoms, make sure 
you stay home and consult a doctor.  Common symptoms 
are fever, cough or sore throat, difficulty breathing, 
muscle aches, and pain/pressure in your chest.
     She also said to expect additional swine flu infections 
to continue until the warmer months.

     If you walked into the waiting room at a doctor’s 
office in the past few weeks, you might have seen 
something resembling the following: two separate 
doors leading into the room, one labeled “Sick 
Patients” and one labeled “Well Patients.” Once inside, 
the people in the waiting room are also divided into 
these two categories.  The secretaries sitting behind 
the front desks are wearing germ masks. And no one 
is talking.  People sit and wait for long stretches of 
time without saying a word to one another.  The fear 
of swine flu is very real, but is the threat as serious as 
we think?
     Beachwood began taking precautions for H1N1 
this past spring when the first outbreaks started in 
Mexico.
      The Ohio Department of Health is having all 
schools send a daily report on the percent of students 
out sick.  If the number absent is greater than 10% 
of the students, the administration will consult with 
the Health Department to decide whether or not to 
close the school.  However, currently the Center for 
Disease Control and the Health Departments are 
recommending that schools stay open unless the 
outbreak is very large.

     “There are definitely more kids out sick this year 
than there have been in a long time,” said school nurse 
Kelly Debeljak.  She explained that school absences 
hit their highest peak a few weeks ago when there were 
131 students out sick, which is over 20% of the high 
school.  “It was really bad in October, but now it’s 
not quite as bad, but swine flu infections tend to go in 
peaks,” she continued.  Currently the absence rate is 
back down to 2-3%.
     School librarians Jennifer Flaherty and Paige Dudley 
both have said that they are not doing anything different 
to prevent getting swine flu.  “This has definitely been 
exaggerated and sensationalized by the media,” Dudley 
said.  They both stressed an emphasis on maintaining 
personal hygiene by washing hands throughout the day 
and taking vitamins.
     When asked about the ubiquity of swine flu,  
Debeljak explained, “A larger number of people are 
getting infected because since it is relatively new, there 
is not as much immunity.”
     The Center for Disease Control does explain that 
while young adults, pregnant women, and those with 
pre-existing medical conditions have the highest risk 
of being infected with H1N1, the age group 18-64 has 
a higher percentage of death as a result of swine flu.
     When asked about the fears of more serious illness 

A Caterpillar excavator begins work outside the band and orchestra rooms.
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Governor Pushes for Educational Reform

the costs may not be as bad as they 
appear initially.  She explains the 
advantages of The Evidence-Based 
Funding Model, which, for the first 
time in Ohio’s history, “identifies 
the characteristics of a quality 
education, identifies the costs of those 
characteristics, and then provides 
state resources to implement them.” 
Wurst continued, “The Evidence-
Based Funding Model will provide 
school districts with the necessary 
resources, above the legal local share, 
to implement the governor’s reforms,” 
meaning there will be plenty of state 
aid. But, she leaves out the inclusion 
of local taxes for schools. HB1 calls 
for increased use in utilities with the 
extra days, along with hiring “veteran” 
teachers to watch over those who are 
relatively new to teaching.
     For students, it’s never fun to 
have extra days of school. “It will 
drain the students even more. It’s 
blasphemy,” said Beachwood junior 
Matt Boonyodate. And it could even 
cause problems in summer break. 
“Who’s going to help out at camps and 

rec. programs? Who’d work at the 
pool?” Asked Hardis.  Adding these 
extra 20 days is something Deegan 
believes will not lead to much of an 
improvement. “I’m not convinced 
that an extra 20 days a year is going 
to do much for students.  I’ve never 
seen any evidence to suggest that [it 
will have a positive effect].”
     And for teachers, instead of three 
years of teaching before they receive 
tenure, it will increase to seven years. 
“This makes it so that you’re going 
to get a lot more stress and hard 
work out of teachers for seven years 
trying to prove that they’re team 
players,” said Deegan. Although it 
sounds positive, “The reason the 
tenure exists is so that you have a 
little bit of freedom of speech, so if 
someone says something they don’t 
like, that you don’t get fired for that 
immediately.”
     Dr. Markwardt said that Governor 
Strickland’s wife, Francis Strickland, 
Ohio’s first lady, called Beachwood 
a “model school district,” which 
begs the question, should certain 
exceptions be made for districts 
like Beachwood? Does Beachwood 
need to hire these “veteran” teachers 
to watch over younger ones? Is 
an increase in years before tenure 
necessary? These are just some of 
the issues that arise.
     In the end, “the governor’s plan 
is now Ohio law, so school districts 
will be required to implement these 
reforms,” said Wurst, “The Ohio 
Department of Education will be 
working closely with local school 
districts to ensure students, teachers 
and administrators are successful 
in this transition.”  However, 
perhaps not all of the plans of HB1 
are coming to Beachwood. Wurst 
explained, “School districts with an 
excellent rating or excellent with 
distinction rating are not required to 
implement the specific components 
of the Evidence-Based Model.”
     Either way, HB1 is expected to 
take full effect no later than January 
of 2011, although Wurst pointed out 
that some of the policies are already 
being implemented, and some schools 
“are impressed with the commitment 
that Governor Strickland has made 
to invest state resources in primary 
and secondary education.”

by research. This raises the question: 
is a full implementation of these 
policies achievable?
     Instituting more state aid means that 
Ohio would be enforcing what some 
would call “Robin Hood funding,” 
which takes money from wealthier 
districts and gives it to poorer ones. 
As Deegan put it, “Richer districts 
like Beachwood have long opposed 
the sort of Robin Hood effect: taking 
from the rich to give to the poor.  
Beachwood is doing well. People 
move here, pay their taxes and spend 
money on houses for a reason and so 
if there’s a way you can figure out 
to not harm school districts that are 
succeeding and you can still do it, 
then it would make sense but it’s hard 
to do, I’m sure.”  
     Dr. Markwardt believes that it could 
be nearly impossible to convince 
certain areas to assume these costs. 
“Would districts that don’t pass levies, 
ever, assume the costs? What if they 
didn’t? How would the governor’s 
plan be implemented?” 
   According to Amanda Wurst, 

     In an episode of Warner Brother’s 
“Looney Tunes,” Bugs Bunny 
dashed out of school after the bell 
commencing summer vacation and 
sang the classic song “No more 
pencils, no more books, no more 
teacher’s dirty looks!” at the top of 
his lungs.    
     Ohio students, though, may soon 
have to wait twenty additional days 
before they can join Bugs Bunny and 
Alice Cooper in the singing of that 
elated song.  
     Last spring, Governor Strickland 
set forth a dramatic plan to reform 
Ohio’s educational system; proposed 
ideas included extending the school 
year by adding two additional days 
per year until 2020, replacing the 
OGT with the ACT, and for teachers, 
requiring four more years of teaching 
experience before they qualify for 
tenure. 
     In response to Strickland’s outlined 
plans, the Ohio Congress encapsulated 
educational reform in a bill dubbed 
“House Bill One,” which passed 
over the summer.  Although some of 
the more controversial reforms that 
Strickland put out were not formally 
included, this bill set the precedent 
for educational reform.  The plans 
outlined in House Bill One range 
from offering all-day kindergarten to 
the creation of Ohio School Funding 
Advisory Council to establish new 
performance indicators for students 
in high school.   
     According to Amanda Wurst, 
Governor Strickland’s spokeswoman, 
the Governor’s goal for House Bill 
One is to “create a constitutional 
system of education in Ohio that 
will prepare Ohio students for a 21st 
Century economy.”
     Beachwood teacher Greg Deegan 
is coordinator of the Legislative 
Education Group for the Beachwood 
Federation of Teachers. It’s his job to 
make sense of such plans as these and 
interpret them for teachers. “Some 
make some sense, but some don’t 
seem to have much in the way of 
any real research behind them,” said 
Deegan, regarding the new plans. 
Specifically, he is skeptical that the 
change in the tenure law and the 
increase in school days are supported 

by Michael Bohm

rooms, the computer lab, and the 
woodshop will be addressed. 
     The cause of the endless leaks 
can be pinpointed as a previous 
constructive flaw.  Because the wall 
that seals the rooms from the outside 
was only partially built, precipitation 
and moisture inevitably flow into 
the building and wreak havoc on 
the paint and the students’ noses.       
      According to Markwardt, the cost 
of basement excavation and repair 
will be approximately $65,000, all 
of which will be covered by the 
Permanent Improvement Fund, 
a portion of the school budget 
that provides money for capital 
improvements and cannot be used 
for day-to-day operating expenses.  
The rest of the school renovations—
although still in the planning 
stages—will be paid with revenues 
from a levy and with funds from 
federal stimulus bonds. 
     During the past summer, 
Beachwood was awarded access 
to a low interest loan through 

the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act’s Pool C stimulus 
loan.  This $5.7 million low interest 
loan will allow the district to gain 
access to the necessary funds for 
renovation of other areas of the 
school such as the 500 and 600 
hallways. Due to the school district’s 
impressive AAI Bond rating, the 
district will only have to pay a 1.5-
2% interest rate.   
     Markwardt continued to explain the 
financial situation of the renovations, 
“Our federal stimulus dollars will 
[go to] energy conservation projects 
in the 500-600 wing.  However, the 
actual work would probably not 
begin until 2011.”
     The stimulus funds that would 
cover the 500 and 600 halls would 
not cover the full cost of renovation 
in the 100 and 200 hallways and 
the rest of the school. The school 
district is currently attempting to 
access additional federal stimulus 
bonds to cover the other areas 
of the school.  These bonds are 
called Build America Bonds, and 
the federal government helps with 
the payments; Beachwood could 
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Renovations from Pg. 1
Compared to other buildings in the 
district, the high school shows little 
need from the outside; it shows its 
age well.
    Beyond the necessary repairs, 
the Board of Education is looking 
to upgrade other aspects of the 
school—particularly the athletic 
facilities. Stadium lights and turf 
fields are also being considered in 
the renovation plan. According to 
Mr. Hardis, the plan might emulate 
Hawken School by creating a single 
field for practice and game space 
where many different sports can 
play.
    “I’d like to see our football field 
become a turf field that is multi-
usable,” said Mr. Hardis, about his 
hope for the future of our athletics. 
“In the fall, I’d like to see the 
football and both soccer teams use a 
nice turf field for their practices.”
    Either businesses or alumni could 
privately supplement the cost of the 
athletic field. 
    Now there’s only one thing to 
do: wait for the glorious sound of 
demolition. 

receive a sizable sum that would 
help to recover the  $20-25 million  
needed to renovate the school.
     The renovation for this part of 
the school would also require voter 
approval.  It is likely to be placed on 
the ballot around May or November 
of 2010, with the construction 
beginning in the summer of 2011.
    Renovations will occur during 
the school year, thereby bumping 
students and teachers out of 
classrooms for extended periods 
of time.  The ideal would be for 
the 100-200 hallway to be built as 
a separate structure, so that classes 
could continue in the old halls while 
construction is being completed. 
Alternatively, trailers could be 
transferred to the high school to 
be used as classrooms.  Another 
alternative is the sharing of rooms; 
if a teacher doesn’t have a class 
during one period, another teacher 
without a room could conceivably 
borrow that room for the period.
    These plans are obviously not 
ideal.  Yet according to Markwardt, 
only some portions of the high 
school are in need of renovation. 
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Students such as this one may be required to sleep through 20 more days of school if 
Strickland’s reforms are fully implemented.
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Beachwood Sees Increase in Reduced-Price Lunches
lunches and four students applied for 
reduced lunches.  In the last school 
year, 23 students applied for free 
lunches and 10 students for reduced 
lunches. Cindy Mathies said that 
students in elementary school more 
frequently apply for the program 
than students in any other grade.  
Even though Hilltop School only 

houses three grades, twenty-one 
students applied for free lunches and 
twelve students applied for reduced 
lunches. 
     If the economy continues to suffer, 
we may expect to see an even greater 
number of students apply for this 
program in years to come.

Cindy Mathies, the director of the 
lunch program for Beachwood City 
Schools, believes the program helps 
a lot of people. Mathies also added 
that although the program “used to be 
a stigma for students, now it is more 
confidential.” 
    In the 2007-2008 school year, 14 
high school students applied for free 

     As the economy suffers, more 
people are looking to spend only on 
the necessary items such as food, 
electricity, and clothes. There is one 
place in Beachwood where some 
families are able to save a little: in 
the school district’s cafeterias. The 
number of Beachwood students 
applying for free or reduced lunches 
has increased in recent years, and the 
Beachcomber set out to analyze the 
trend. 
     Beachwood Treasurer Michelle 
Mills noted that the numbers have 
increased over the years.  She 
explains, “Four years ago students 
never applied, but now the numbers 
are going up everywhere.”
     Despite the fact that school lunch 
prices have risen in the past year from 
$2.60 for the special, two sides and 
a milk, to $2.65 for the same fare, 
those who are most needy are able 
to get relief through the National 
School Lunch Program. President 
Harry Truman created this program 
in 1946 to aid families in financial 
trouble, insuring that poor children 
would have at least one healthy meal 
per day.
   Children whose families are 
eligible for the program are able to 
get a free or reduced-price lunch. 

by Brandon Rotsky

Green Movement Makes Changes in BHS Cafeteria

Staff Writer
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by recycling,’ in other words we 
have a company that was picking 
up our trash and said ‘we recycle 
it ourselves, just dump it all in 
one bin’…and yet we have board 
members who said ‘what does that 
teach our kids,’” said Markwardt, 
“how do the kids know it’s being 
recycled…how does that teach 
our kids about the importance of 
recycling, sorting, and reusing?”
     Just as the administration is 
attempting to increase students’ 
recycling, it is the goal of the 
ecology club to keep escalating 
the many diverse ways of being 
greener. “In conjunction with some 
of the other things that we plan on 
doing, [using these new trays] will 
[influence students to be greener],” 
said Remer.   
     Also, according to Remer, some 
of the new methods are adding more 
recycling bands, and can crushers. 
“We’re going to be mounting can 
crushers and hopefully that’s going 
to encourage recycling of cans 
because, it’s fun. It’s on the wall and 
students can say, ‘hey, let’s go crush 
a can,’ and we’ll put containers 

Tepper, a junior at Beachwood, “I 
think it would be best if students 
saw how the trays were washed…
it would give assurance to see that 
they’re washed efficiently.” It’s 
understandable, but while it grosses 
out many students who are unsure of 
just how well the trays are cleaned, 
it doesn’t bother others. “Why would 
that be gross?” asks Kevin Albrecht, 
another BHS junior, “don’t you reuse 
your plates at home, or do you throw 
them out?”  
     Cindy Matheis is the resident district 
manager with AVI food systems, and 
part of her job is to oversee the whole 
process of switching to these trays 
and assure all goes well. According to 
Matheis, this new industrial strength 
dishwasher is going to cut costs and 
the savings will increase every day.     
     “It will save us, financially, for the 
paper supplies. The styrofoam tray 
was running about 4 cents a piece, 
so that will save us 4 cents a piece 
each day.” The new dishwasher is a 
decently sized conveyer belt, which 
efficiently cleans each tray, “it uses a 
soap, then it does a rinse, and then it 
does a final temperature rinse that it 
has to go up to 180 degrees to make 
sure everything is sanitized,” said 
Matheis, “It typically takes, I’d say, 
about 10-15 seconds.” 
     The dishwasher is a product of 
Hobart, a company that makes 
various kitchenwares. According to 
Hobart’s website, HobartCorp.com, 
this specific dishwasher has “the 
most efficient use of energy, water, 
labor and floor space of any conveyor 
warewasher in the industry.”
     Ultimately, the change to reusable 
trays was not only to become a more 
green school, but to also stress the 
importance of recycling, reusing 
and being greener individuals. 
According to Dr. Markwardt, the 
Board of Education took into mind 
“not just ‘what’s the environmental 
impact,’ but ‘what will our kids learn 

  By now, everyone knows about the 
big change in BHS’s cafeteria: plastic 
trays.  It may not seem like much, but 
it’s going to cut down a great amount 
of styrofoam trays in landfills.
     School districts around t he nation 
are using up hundreds of thousands of 
trays each school year. Yet it was the 
goal of Beachwood’s ecology club 
to make a difference. Scott Remer 
is a member of the club, and says 
that Styrofoam in landfills is very 
unhealthy for the environment.
     “Styrofoam takes about 2 million 
years to decompose,” said Remer, “so, 
when we were using these Styrofoam 
trays, essentially what we were doing 
was we were putting something that 
is, for all intent and purposes, non 
biodegradable into our landfills.”
    Switching to reusable trays 
over biodegradable ones wasn’t 
a tough choice for Beachwood’s 
superintendent Dr. Markwardt. 
“When it came time to look at the 
cafeteria, one of the things that we 
did was examine the cost of replacing 
our styrofoam products with paper 
products that are biodegradable. It’s 
very expensive,” said Markwardt, 
“and so, there you’re faced with an 
ethical dilemma. Do you spend twice 
the money to buy paper products or do 
you go ahead and pollute the landfills 
with the Styrofoam? 
   This left only one choice, “The 
solution seemed to be go back to 
something that districts have done in 
years past; that is, to go back to the 
use of plastic trays…”
    But by no means was it done 
because it’s the cheapest option. 
“The investment in this case was a 
new dishwasher, which is somewhere 
around $20000,” said Markwardt. 
     Although it all seems great, some 
are a little concerned with just how 
sanitary the new conditions will be. 
“I’m kind of grossed out,” said Shauna 

Plastic trays are environmentally sound and may ultimately save money.
underneath so the cans will just drop 
into there,” said Remer, “and that’s 
just an initial first step forward.” 
     Beyond recycling, the ecology 
club will also be putting up potted 
plants in all of the classrooms to 
give a small hint of the highly touted 
green room, which is fully green-
friendly. “We just want to take a 
small piece of [the green room], and 
bring it into the other class rooms. 
Not to mention the positive affects 
that having plants has in general,” 
said Remer, “it’s very soothing, 
the entire atmosphere [of the green 
room].” 
     It is also the goal of the ecology 
club – that is planning to team 
up with Beachwood’s Green 
Dream to create awareness and 
improvement in recycling – to 
bring in an occasional speaker on 
the issue, along with having art 
contests and surveys all as means 
of increasing the amount of being 
green throughout the school.  
   So, with new trays now 
implemented into the cafeteria, look 
forward to more changes throughout 
the rest of the school.
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sparking conversations to get kids 
to think.”  
 Deegan goes on to add, “I 
only have forty eight minutes per 
period.  These are the sentiments 
I would express if I could have 
longer conversations.  If I could talk 
more with students about topics not 
covered in the curriculum, the posters 
would give me an opportunity to 
express more.” 
     In addition to Deegan and 
Peoples, John Perse bedecks his 
room in a particularly personal way.  
Next to his newspaper clipping 
about the “cheater’s formula,” Perse 
has myriad quotes from historical 
figures.  Perse explains his choices: 
“Even history related things have 
personal significance. I find them 
interesting.  I refer to them during 
the year. Statements by Truman, 
Jefferson, and Twain, things I 
connect with.” 
    Not only do decorations extend the 
curriculum and make connections 

between the room and the real 
world, but they make the classroom 
more enjoyable places to learn in 
and work. As Peoples later stated, 
“I spend a lot of time here…I like to 
hang things that I enjoy looking at.”  
Perse agrees, and even goes on to 
describe his room his “home away 
from home.” 
     Unlike the aforementioned 
teachers, Althausen chose a 
different approach to decorating 
his room.  Instead of finding a 
plethora of quotes and pictures as in 
other rooms, students walking into 
Althausen’s room are greeted by 
astronomy posters and the famous 
wall of the degrees he has garnered 
throughout his colorful career.  
Althausen stated that he put up those 
degrees to motivate his students to 
“go onto college.”  
     So here we have it; the walls 
of BHS do speak—and if you care 
enough to listen, you might learn 
something cool.  

     If the walls could speak, clichéd 
sayings tell us that they would 
certainly have a lot to say.  
     In BHS, the walls of classrooms 
would say that science teacher Kim 
Peoples digs hockey, that social 
studies teacher Greg Deegan is 
opposed to the Cleveland Indian’s use 
of Chief Wahoo, that social studies 
teacher John  Perse takes his history 
seriously, and that science teacher 
Norm Althausen thinks that by 
putting up college degrees, students 
may be motivated to someday 
become awesome Pastoring-Civil 
Engineering-Physics Teaching 
geniuses.  
     Personalizing their rooms to 
reflect themselves and what they 
hope to impart upon their students, 
BHS teachers decorate their rooms 
in a variety of interesting ways to 
not only express themselves but to  
further enhance education about their 
subject.  
     In relation to the way that she 
decorates her room, Peoples states, 
“[the posters and whatnot] reflect 
a side of me which kids wouldn’t 
otherwise see if it weren’t on the 
walls.” For those who haven’t yet 
taken a class with Peoples, her room 
practically screams with pictures 
of giraffes, posters of Twilight and 
Harry Potter, and—of course—her 
famous hockey team flags.  
     As Deegan said, “I see decorations 
as an extension of important people 
or ideas.  Bruce Springsteen quotes 
and TV show posters are ways of not 
only expressing my identity but also 
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Greg Deegan decorates his room with a wide variety of interesting posters.
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     In the backyards of many 
Beachwood residents, a newcomer 
has recently arrived.  This “new 
neighbor” of sorts likes flowers, 
gobbles down food, speaks in an 
obnoxious voice–and just so happens 
to be Ben Franklin’s favorite bird.
     Over the past several years, 
Beachwood has amassed a significant 
wild turkey population.  Mostly 
concentrated in the nominal “Upper 
Beachwood,” the turkeys gobble their 
way through the food supply of errant 
gardens and fruitlessly attempt to fly 
away when chased by BHS students 
who don’t seem to have enough 
homework to occupy their time.  
     BHS Senior Andrew Darvin is 
one of the students who had turkeys 
living in his backyard for a while.  
“They just kind of hang out in our 
backyard,” said Darvin. “I haven’t 
seen them much lately, though.”
     Senior Eric Siverman added, 
“We had a family of turkeys in 
our yard...they were so bizarre.”
     According to Ohio law, the 
hunting of wild turkeys is legal—but, 
unfortunately for those who spend 
too long waiting in line for a frozen 
turkey at Heinins, hunting is illegal 
in Beachwood.  As the Beachwood 
Codified Ordinances states, “The 
hunting of animals or fowl within 
the Municipality is prohibited. No 
person shall hunt, kill or attempt to 
kill any animal or fowl by the use 
of firearms or any other means.”
     In fact, upon further investigation 
about what exactly Beachwood 
residents can do with the thanksgiving 
meals on legs that wander 
around the city, the Beachcomber 
discovered that pet turkeys are 
not allowed within city borders.  
     Again, as the Beachwood Codified 
Ordinances states, “No person shall 
keep any fowl [fowl includes geese, 
turkeys, ducks, chickens and any 
other similar type of bird] within the 
City unless such fowl is restrained 
at all times in a structure designed 
to house fowl.  Such structure shall 
be no larger than four feet by four 
feet by four feet, shall be enclosed 
on all sides and on top, and shall be 
maintained in sanitary condition and 
in good repair.  Such structure shall 
conform to all Code requirements and 
shall be located not less than 20 feet 
from the rear or side yard line and not 
less than 200 feet from any existing 
residence on an adjacent property.” 
   Now that just about ruins my 
thanksgiving plans…

If Walls Could Speak, What Would They Say?

BHS Students Enter the Workforce
Staff Writer

by Danny Rose
     Although it is nice to have money on 
hand, cash is not the only thing gained 
from having a job. Students feel that 
their work experience has helped 
them mature and gain necessary life 
skills such as balancing a checkbook 
and vital communication skills, and 
overall responsibility.
     Just as a child playing soccer for 
the first time picks up the skills to play 
when he’s older, a high school student 
new to the work force picks up skills 
that will be used after graduation. 
     Students with incompetent co-
workers will learn to deal with those 
types of people, giving them an 
advantage when they settle in to a 
long-term job after high school or 
college. 
     “I got a job not only because I wanted 
money, but because I wanted to show 
that I’m responsible,” said Jordan 
Brown, who works at Roly Poly café 
in Golden Gate. Although Jordan has 
only been working for a few weeks, he 
gained a new maturity that will help 
him long after making sandwiches, 
and for every other student employee, 
their work will surely pay off in one 
way or another. 

     According to the National Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, in 2008, 3.9 
million high school students were 
employed part time across the 
country, and of the 3.9 million, 2.1 
million were students over 18.
     A common concern for working 
students and parents is that employed 
students will not be able to find a 
healthy balance between work and 
school. While some students might 

think that an overload of work will 
absorb time that could be used on 
homework and studying, other 
students, like Jacobs, believe that 
having a job benefits school work 
because it forces them into “a routine 
that becomes a habit.” 
     Guidance counselor Marcia Alperin 
says that being a busy student is a 
good thing, but it’s important to “not 
over do it.”

    The word “I want” basically 
summarizes the life of a teenager.  
I want a new phone, I want a new 
iPod, I want some ice cream—and 
yet since the economy has turned 
sour, many families have cut back 
on spending.  This juxtaposition of 
wanting versus not affording has left 
many students in a monetary lurch.  
Yet to this problem there seems to 
be an ever-so-apparent solution: get 
a job.
     At BHS, many students work 
part time jobs. Senior Matt Jacobs 
has held his position at the Stone 
Oven Café for over two years. From 
working up to 25 hours a week, 
Jacobs is able to pay for his own 
gas, car insurance, and just about 
anything he needs.  
     “It nice to be able to see 
something   I like, and know that I 
earned the money to go and buy it 
my self.” says Jacobs “ It also makes 
you appreciate what you buy more 
when its with your own hard earned 
money.” 

“Being busy is a good 
thing, but it’s important 

not to overdo it”
-Marcia Alperin
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Is Silence Worth 1000 Words? A Student Reflects

NASA Makes a Splash with Moon Water
all water on the Moon is frozen and in 
small quantities in shadowed craters.  
  The LCROSS Mission employed 
an unprecedented methodology for 
discovering the components of the lunar 
rubble.  As mentioned above, the satellite 
was used as a projectile and, basically, 
was shot head-first into the southern 
lunar polar cap.  In this way the mission 
unearthed a ton of lunar dust, rubble, 
and—surprisingly—water.  
     Scientists analyzed the resultant plume 
of  matter via spectroscopy.  Everything 
has its own spectrographic signature—
and in the signature of the plume, the 
lines indicating the presence of water 
were particularly apparent.  
     This discovery has several implications.  
First of all, this discovery speaks volumes 
about the geology and the history of 

the Moon—and of the solar system in 
general.  Perhaps water is not as scarce 
as we have for so long assumed; perhaps 
water abounds in the Universe and, 
maybe, life along with it.
     Second of all, it opens up the door for 
the development of a year-round base on 
the Moon.  With the ultimate necessity of 
life—water—nearby in shadowy craters, 
astronauts and scientists can live in a 
lunar community for extended periods of 
time.
    As NASA lunar scientist Michael 
Wargo summarize, “We’re unlocking the 
mysteries of our nearest neighbor and 
by extension the solar system. It turns 
out the moon harbors many secrets, and 
LCROSS has added a new layer to our 
understanding.”

     The Lunar Crater Observation and 
Sensing Satellite (LCROSS) started with 
a bang and ended with a splash.
        After colliding into the Moon in 
hopes of excavating material below the 
lunar surface, the LCROSS mission 
scientists discovered that amongst the 
rubble and the rock was a great deal 
amount of water on the Moon.  
     The discovery was heralded with 
much fanfare by NASA and the entire 
scientific community.  Project member 
Anthony Colaprete declared, “I’m here 
today to tell you that indeed, yes, we 
found water. And we didn’t find just a 
little bit; we found a significant amount.”  
But we’re not talking oceans and lakes; 

Twittering, cell phones, computers, 
BlackBerries, television, and radio, we 
have become accustomed to constant 
noise: we’ve been inundated by it. Since 
our lives are structured around noise, 
it’s only natural that silence should be a 
foreign concept, relegated to the dusty 
shelves of libraries or the cloisters of 
monasteries.
     Finally, our aversion to silence can 
be attributed to Western culture. We have 
no protocol for silence. Silence is like a 
picture: it is worth a thousand words. 
Silences can convey anger, hostility, 
disinterest, sadness, sleepiness, or plain 

old awkwardness…because they are so 
indecipherable, we prefer to skip the 
guessing game and use small talk to 
bridge the gap. 
     Although silence is a leper in our 
culture, it has a storied history, spanning 
thousands of years. The vow of silence 
has figured prominently in Christian 
monasticism. The Carthusian Order was 
founded in 1084 and continues to the 
present day; adherents live in silence, 
permitted once yearly to take a long walk 
where they may speak. 
     Nowadays, there are still proponents 

of silence. The Daily Mail, a British 
newspaper, outlined on June 14, 2007 
how a boy named Ben Grocock stayed 
silent for ten years after his parents forced 
him to undergo a tonsillectomy when he 
was three. The newsworthy piece was 
that he finally ended his silence at the age 
of thirteen, but for ten years, he managed 
to remain almost completely silent, 
conversing only with his brother when 
they were alone and utilizing written 
notes and hand signals to communicate 
with others. Although she doesn’t take 
silence to such extremes, Anne D. 
LeClaire, the author of Listening Below 
the Noise, has discovered the value of 
silence. Her discovery began when she 
decided to have a day of silence to mourn 
the death of a friend’s mother, and it 
continues regularly today: she has made 
a habit of having days of silence on the 
first and third Mondays of each month.
 All things considered, the 
physical aspect of being silent wasn’t 
bad. There is, after all, a wide repertoire 
of facial expressions and body language 
one can use, and I was still able to manage 
a cheery wave or two. That being said, 
talking to others is invaluable. I tripped 
over my tongue when I was allowed to 
resume speech at 2:45, and I probably 
overcompensated for my silence by 
talking too much. I can only imagine how 
much you’d need to talk after a year!
 While I’m not advocating a year 

of silence, I learned a great deal 
from my brief period of alogia. 
Every so often, I felt a calmness 
and clarity I hadn’t ever possessed. 
Looking around the cafeteria, I 
heard the omnipresent buzz for 
what it was: mindless chatter. 
Don’t get me wrong; small talk 
is good, but too often, we forget 
the importance of listening and 
reflecting, not merely talking and 
hearing. 

 Silence allows you to truly 
observe others: that’s why the silent ones 
among us are our greatest teachers. They 
gather information, only speaking when 
they truly need to, and they choose their 
words carefully. 
 While true silence is unattainable, 
let’s mimic our silent peers by quieting 
down a little. They’re channeling 
millennia-old wisdom: Ecclesiastes 3:1-
7 says, “There is a time to every purpose 
under heaven…a time to be silent and 
a time to speak.” We would be wise to 
listen.

     It started out as an offhand comment. A 
friend of mine who will remain unnamed 
has always been jestingly rude with me. 
One day at lunch, she said something to 
the effect of, “You talk so much. I bet 
you couldn’t go without talking.” Being 
someone who likes a challenge, I couldn’t 
resist taking the bait. We quickly agreed 
to terms: I would be silent for seven days, 
from 8:00 to 2:45; I couldn’t talk, except 
for when a teacher asked a question or I 
needed something academic clarified. So 
it began.
     At first, it was difficult. Some think 
that school inhibits socialization, but 
actually, much of it is spent conversing. 
Whether that’s during English class, 
when you think of a particularly poignant 
comment, or lunch, or right before your 
government class starts – whatever the 
time, we do a good deal of socializing in 
the typical school day.
     Now multiply that by seven and you 
understand what I missed out on. Why, 
you ask, would someone do something like 
that? I’m sure you’re thinking whatever 
was at stake was valuable. Nope – the bet 
was mostly to prove I could stay silent, 
but I also took it on because my friend’s 
comment rang pretty true. Some have told 
me I’m talkative, and I guess that’s true – 
so true that my friends stopped listening 
to what I said at lunch for a 
while. So, the bet was partially 
to see if they would notice my 
silence, partially for honor, 
and partially for chocolate.
     Consider your reaction to 
the bet. Consciously  or   not, 
we place a premium on our 
ability to communicate. We 
should consider why exactly 
that is, as it is essential 
to understanding the role 
silence plays in our lives. Why are we so 
uncomfortable with silence societally? 
     Firstly, have you ever experienced 
true silence? When you’re asleep or 
sequestered in a quiet room, there’s 
always a background hum. Even when 
you’re out in the country surrounded 
for miles by fields or meadows, a rare 
experience for us city folk, a symphony 
of soft noises can be heard. We’ve never 
heard pure, true silence; of course we’d 
want to avoid its unknown depths.
     Secondly, our modern society is built 
on hubbub. With the advent of texting, 

    Deeds, not words. Matthew Baron, 
a senior at Beachwood High School, 
is the epitome of this quote. Over the 
summer, Matt volunteered his time 
working as an intern at the Cleveland 
chapter of the American Civil Liberties 
Union. While the main mission of the 
ACLU is “to defend and preserve the 
individual rights and liberties that the 
Constitution and laws of the United 
States guarantee everyone in this 
country,” according to ACLU website, 
Cleveland’s main focus is on race 
relations. Matt said that his work in 
the ACLU dealt with reassuring black 
people their rights, eliminating police 
brutality and minimizing warrant list 
searches. 
    Matt has been interested in politics 
for a long time and has been an integral 
part of Beachwood’s debate team for 
four years. In the spring of Matt’s 
freshman year, he recalls his parents 
mentioning the ACLU during a dinner 
conversation. “I was reading about the 
ACLU on the Internet and I agreed with 
a lot of the issues discussed. When the 
internship became available, it was an 
opportunity that I could not pass up,” 
Baron said. Thus, Matt goes to work at 
the ACLU to protect the rights that are 
guaranteed to all people.
   “I now realize how privileged 
Beachwood is after working at the 
ACLU,” Baron said. He and six other 
African American inner city students 
teamed up over the summer to work 
together on their assignments, which 
included legal work, helping lawyers 
write briefs, and set up motions. His 
main project was to assist with the 
“summer brown bag lecture” series, 
which featured speakers to address the 
community at large about issues facing 
Cleveland and the nation as a whole.        
   Matt whole-heartedly believes that “in 
our nation everyone deserves freedom 
of speech, even those who you don’t 
agree with deserve the right as well.” 
It angers him that the ACLU gets a 
“bad reputation because people believe 
they support Nazis,” thus it drives him 
to work that much harder. He wants 
to continue to help protect the rights 
guaranteed to ALL people under the 
constitution. 
    After Matt’s experience this summer, 
he realized his true calling. He sees 
himself either working as a lawyer 
to protect human rights or working 
in a think tank, an organization that 
tries to influence policy by releasing 
publications and research. In order to 
get more experience in politics, he sees 
himself perhaps working at an ACLU 
chapter in another city as other cities 
face different issues. He said that he 
wants to expose himself to as many 
different atmospheres because he likes 
new and challenging experiences.   
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aspect of being silent wasn’t bad. There 
is, after all, a wide repertoire of facial 
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District 9 Hits Stores with DVD Release

half hour to an hour, and then suddenly 
it decided that I was right and somewhat 
gave up on that.
   I guess that the directors decided 
that was boring, and they had Peter 
Jackson’s toy collection and 8 million 
dollars to spend, so they went all out 

on showing off how many things 
they could blow up and how many 
people they could… well I don’t 
really know what they did to the 
people.  Vaplode (vaporize + 
explode) them, I suppose.
     That brings me to my next 
problem.  District 9 suffered a bit 
too much from Saw syndrome, 
in that the amount of gore was 
enough to fill the theatre with 
blood. Every chance they could 
get they would they would show 
a tad too much carnage, and if you 
get your kicks from that kind of 
thing this will entertain you a lot, 
but it gave me the impression that 
there is an in the closet psychopath 
on the District 9 team.
    All in all, if I were to rate this 
as an indie movie, which maybe 
I would if it didn’t have Peter 
Jackson written all over it, I would 
have given it an amazing write up. 
As an indie it has amazing special 
effects, as an indie it has a great 
script, as an indie it has amazing 
actors, really amazing actors, but 
it’s not enough of an indie to let 
me rate it that way and as a big 
Hollywood movie, it’s just good, 
plain good.

    It’s good, not great. I went into 
District 9 with an expectation of 
watching just another American sci-
fi movie about aliens landing, taking 
over, and Will Smith coming to the 
rescue.  But when I walked into the 
theater I was pleasantly surprised 
by the fact that it did not originate 
in American, Britain, or even in the 
Northern Hemisphere—rather, it was 
a homegrown South African movie, 
with a fresh out of the oven cast and 
the original setting of Johannesburg, 
and Will Smith was nowhere in 
sight.
    My happiness slowly sunk after 
that as I quickly realized that the 
movie was just trying too hard to be 
too many things. Within five minutes 
of watching it and getting a nice 
dose of South African culture, I saw 
the political side of District 9, with 
the title (based on District 6) and 
the forced removal policies.  I now 
understand why Slumdog Millionaire 
wasn’t popular in India—because it 
portrayed a side to India that Indians 
don’t want to see on their free time.  
And that’s exactly how I felt about 
District 9.
    It showed off this side for a good 

By Andrew Stead

Let’s Get “Crazy”: A Night at Legacy Village

sound of food sizzling in the pan makes 
you hungrier by the second. It’s also 
interesting to look around at the cooks 
next to yours to see what kind of dishes 
they are preparing for other people. 
     But it’s not just the food that makes 
Stir Crazy a great restaurant. It’s also 
the service, which is always great every 
time I come. The waiter/waitress is 
very patient with you and will make 
sure that you have enough time to 
order, and that when you do order, that 
they write it down correctly. They are 
also extremely generous with refilling 
your liquid glasses, and once the food 
has been delivered, they check back 
from time to time to make sure that 

everyone’s happy with their meals. Plus, 
if you tell them that it’s your birthday, 
they will bring a special dessert with a 
sparkler in it just for you! The dessert 
is always delicious, along with the 
desserts on the regular menu as well. 
     Stir Crazy is a very important restaurant 
to our area, as well as to the city of 
Cleveland for a variety of reasons. I hope 
that if you decide to visit Stir Crazy, it will 
be a great experience for you and for your 
family/friends as well. When you leave 
Stir Crazy, I’m sure that you will be full 
and have a smile on your face saying “I 
can’t wait until next time at Stir Crazy.”

     Out of many restaurants that I have been 
to, one of those restaurants sticks out to 
me. That restaurant is Stir Crazy, right up 
at Legacy Village. While Stir Crazy may 
not be the most eminent restaurant in town, 
it’s eminent to me in a myriad of ways. 
     Stir Crazy’s menu emphasizes Asian 
cuisine, along with some Asian culture. 
This style of cooking includes a variety 
of choices, such as egg rolls, potstickers, 
large chicken dishes, and much, much 
more. The prices are reasonable for most 
anything you get, and when you’re done, 
you’ll know that it was worth it to pay 
the price. Stir Crazy shows diversity in 
our area, which, in addition to the food, 
is very important to this restaurant. 
     Another thing that is popular at Stir 
Crazy is the “Create your own stir fry” 
meal. Once you get the proper dishes, 
you go up to a counter filled with fresh 
vegetables and fill your bowl up as much 
as you can. After adding your desired 
spices and choosing your sauce, you 
take your bowl over to one of the cooks 
behind the counter, and they cook your 
food right in front of you. The cooks are 
usually friendly, and they usually clarify 
your order before they start cooking. 
Once they start cooking, that’s where 
it gets exciting. Flames are shooting 
up in front of you—the smell of sauce 
and vegetables fill your nose—and the 
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place to go would be Boom Modern.  
Window shopping is suggested. This 
is an innovative furniture store. The 
furniture, mainly chairs and couches, 
have, as the name says, a very modern 
look. There is a huge geometric aspect 
to the chairs and most of them are 
brightly colored.  
     You’ve probably noticed that by 
now you passed a restaurant called 
“Dewey’s.” This is where you should 
go next, that is, if you like pizza. 
If you’d like to pass on pizza, go 
to Lemongrass, a Thai restaurant. 
Dewey’s is a small chain restaurant, 
with prices on pizza ranging from 
nine dollars for a personal to twenty 
for a large. Walk into the restaurant, 
past the dark wood winding wall, 
separating the seating from the door, 
and up to the counter. Take a menu 
and go ahead and seat yourself at one 
of the square silver tables.   You’ll 
even have the option to make your 
own pizza, along with the option to 
choose from one of their 13 specialty 
pizzas. Although the desserts are 
tempting, made in local bakeries, skip 
them; you’ll be satisfying your sweet 
tooth later in the night. 
     After you’ve finished eating and 
paid the check, cross the street and 
go directly to The Cedar Lee movie 
theater. So what kind of movies do they 
show at The Cedar Lee? The movies 

     Are you sick of doing the same 
things every Friday or Saturday 
night? Well, your problem is solved. 
I’m going to plan your night for you:  
a night on Lee Road.
     First you’ll find yourself in one 
of the street’s two back parking lots. 
I recommend the one directly behind 
The Cedar Lee Movie Theater; it’s 
the easiest to get in and out of.  The 
parking meters are covered in colorful 
knit stockings made by a local 
knitting group. Think of it as graffiti 
made by middle-aged women. Bring 
your quarters, because that’s all the 
meters take: a quarter per hour with a 
24-hour limit. 
     Next, travel down the road (away 
from the theater), towards the shops. 
Assuming you’ve gotten here before 
dinner time, a little shopping may be 
in order. 
     Head over to Revive, a “fair trade 
eco-boutique.” In this store there’s 
everything from cooking utensils to 
full outfits; there’s basically something 
for everyone. The store is filled with 
innovative gifts, such as bags made 
from soda tabs or funky key chains. 
The hard wood floors and tables give 
the store a really earthy feel. You can 
now visit the other Revive store at 
Legacy Village. Another interesting 

are generally not your mainstream 
movies found at every other movie 
theater. The films shown here are 
indie and foreign films. Now before 
you say how much you don’t like 
foreign films, you should be aware 
that many of the foreign films shown 
here get picked up by American 
film companies and changed into 
American films, according to 
manager Nick McLaughlin. He also 
suggests that you “give it a try.” Box 
office worker Dennis Vinci says 
that it is an opportunity for teens to 
“broadens their horizons,” especially 
those who think they don’t like 
something before they have given it 
a chance. As an added bonus, they 
have bargain Mondays in which 
tickets are five dollars all day.
 Now that you’ve seen a movie 
that you’ve hopefully enjoyed, walk 
down the street away from the Cedar 
Lee and walk into Phoenix Coffee. 
Take a minute to look at the coffee 
sacks that decorate the wall, and 
then walk up to the counter. Order 
a hot chocolate, which is different 
from most hot chocolate because it 
contains cinnamon, along with other 
goodies, and a homemade turtle 
cookie. The rest of the night is yours 
to fulfill. 

Springsteen Smashes into Ohio
was classic and exciting. The lights 
were engaging and kept everybody 
hypnotized by the stage. The crowd 
was focused and excited to see the 
performance. There were tons of 
signs and posters carried by people. 
The cheering and clapping was 
almost non-stop. Blasting above the 
noisy crowd was the sound system 
which projected the voices and music 
clearly so everybody could hear.
     Playing the music was the famous 
and loved E Street Band. The 
members of this exceptional group 
of musicians are Clarence Clemons 
(Saxophone), Garry Tallent (Bass), 
Danny Federici (Keyboard), Vini 
Lopez (Drums), and David Sancious 
(Keyboards). They have toured with 
Bruce Springsteen for a long time but 
recorded with many other artists. 
    In all, the concert was an excellent 
experience to everybody that 
was there—and, fortunately for 
Springsteen, he was correct about the 
state in which he was performing.  

          “Hellooo Ohio!”
   On November 10, Bruce 
Springsteen correctly addressed the 
state of Ohio at the Quicken Loans 
Arena in a whirlwind of loud music, 
crazy crowds, and stage dives. Bruce 
Springsteen A.K.A “The Boss” held a 
live concert featuring himself and his 
E Street Band featured all the songs 
from their albums “Born to Run” 
and “Darkness on the Edge of Town” 
along with many encore songs. 
     Despite the starting delay, the 
concert was amazing with many 
lights and great performers. The Boss 
was very energized and interacted 
with the crowd a lot. He was very 
comfortable and confident—to the 
point where they brought three girls 
on the stage to sing.  It gives people 
a pleasure and confidence to see him 
entertain so many people and be so 
comfortable performing in front of so 
many people. 
      Seeing Bruce and the E Street 
Band play live was a thrill. Everything 
was beyond exceptional. The music 

by Aaron Lowenkamp
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Advisory is Annoying but Necessary
activity.” 
      Again, my frustration was not 
directed at my advisor; after further 
discussion, in fact, I found him 
particularly sympathetic to my 
indignation. But he was nevertheless 
forced to make me participate in 
an activity I had no interest in, and 
I can hardly say it prepared me for 
college or life after high school. 

The only question on my mind was, 
“Why? Why is this dreadful period a 
requirement?”
     Upon further investigation, it was 
determined that in fact the state of 
Ohio mandates that school districts 
receiving funding must complete 
certain activities with students: among 
the required activities naturally fell the 
topic of “bullying.”  If the state would 

perform an audit on Beachwood City 
Schools, the administration would 
be asked to give documentation 
that the subject of bullying was 
adequately discussed in school—
hence the trite advisory day of filling 
out yellow papers about combating 
bullying.   
    Vice Principal Chase explained 
that BHS has advisory in order to 
meet the state requirements without 
taking the time out of classes to do 
the mandated activities.  “Every 
school district in Ohio is supposed 
to [do these activities] because they 
receive federal and state funding.  
We know that advisory is not 
perfect, but there are things that we 
have to get done because they are 
mandated by the state.”   
    Chase continued, “Sometimes, yes, 
we have to do ‘filler activities’…”  
And yet in one year only six 
advisory periods will be occupied 
with these filler activities because 
of, first of all, the state mandates, 
and then class meetings,

See Advisory pg. 10

Thoroughly uninterested, my partner 
and I decided that if we were to 
be treated like children, we would 
tackle the task like children. What 
it amounted to was us proposing 
ridiculous suggestions to avoid 
bullying, like “share toys more 
often,” or “encourage cooperation 
during play time.” 
      My adviser, unimpressed with our 

reactions, asked me why I refused to 
take the activity seriously.  “What 
exactly was I supposed to get out of 
this?” I asked him in disgust.  To this, 
he replied, “I am only doing my job. 
I would be inclined to agree with you 
that the severity of the problem of 
bullying is not adequately addressed 
in this activity. But I am still required 
to have everyone complete this 

    If there is an elephant in the room at 
BHS, it is most certainly advisory.
        Just writing the name gives me 
the shivers*. What exactly am I being 
advised on? And, furthermore, for 
what purpose am I being advised?    
     My current understanding of 
advisory is that it intends to promote 
a healthy high school atmosphere, 
help students prepare for college, and 
teach life skills. If this is the case, I 
do not think it would be a flagrant 
or inaccurate statement to say that 
advisory is zero for three. Why does 
advisory take forty-five minutes out 
of my school day that I could use 
to actually write college essays? Or 
address concerns individually with a 
teacher? 
      I happened to converse with my 
advisor last week about advisory 
after my disingenuous participation 
in a particular activity was called 
into question. The exercise involved 
regurgitating a contrite article 
on strategies to avoid bullying. 

by Alex Wertheim

     Some may contend that this is 
guilt by association, but capital 
punishment is deeply question-
able. Numerous studies indicate 
that serious miscarriages of justice 
are occurring. A 2007 Yale study of 
Connecticut death sentences revealed 
that African-Americans receive the 
death penalty three times more than 
white defendants in cases involving 
white victims. Correspondingly, a 
2003 University of Maryland study 
found prosecutors are less likely 
to seek a death sentence when the 
victim is African-American. Not 
only does racism come into play, 
there are questions of verdicts’ 
correctness. According to Amnesty 
International, since 1976, over 130 
people have been released from death 
row nationwide because of wrongful 
conviction, and a study by Collumbia 
Professor James Liebman found that 
two-thirds of death penalty cases in 
a recent twenty-year period were 
so mishandled that it was unclear 
whether the defendants were guilty. 
The question must be asked: how 
many innocents have been killed 
because of the death penalty? 
     It’s bad enough that we’re willing 
to kill although there’s evidence that 
the death penalty costs us, doesn’t 
work, is discriminatory, and may kill 
innocents, but the worst thing is the 
ra-tionale, for “an eye for an eye and 
a tooth for a tooth” leaves everyone 
blind and toothless. The best way 
to cherish those who needlessly die 
is by respecting the one thing their 
murderers didn’t: the value of human 
life. Killing others is a slippery slope. 
Perhaps Nietzsche said it best: “If you 
gaze into the abyss, the abyss gazes 
also into you.” 

     Many books arguing both sides 
of this contentious debate exist. 
However, when I was brows-ing the 
library’s shelves, one particular book 
caught my attention: Legal Lynching: 
Racism, In-justice, and the Death 
Penalty, by Jesse Jackson. Regardless 
of whether the title is hyperbolic in 
terms of “lynching,” it makes a valid 
point: the death penalty is legalized 
violence.
     This violence doesn’t pay 
off. According to the California 
Commission for the Fair Admini-
stration of Justice, California’s death 
row costs $126.5 million; if there was 
no death penalty, it would only cost 
$11.5 million. The Urban Institute 
reports that each of Maryland’s death 
penalty cases cost 75% ($3 million) 
more than if they were non-death-
penalty cases, and the Kansas Leg-
islative Post Audit came up with 
similar numbers, finding that the 
estimated cost of a death pen-alty 
case was 70% more than that of a 
comparable non-death penalty case. 
The torture of a life-time in prison is 
sufficient; criminals aren’t worth the 
money we waste on vengeance.
     It gets worse: there is evidence that 
capital punishment doesn’t even stop 
crime. A 2001 New York Times study 
showed that homicide rates in states 
with the death penalty were 1.5 to two 
times higher than in states without it. 
The FBI concurs: it has found that 
nine of the ten states with the highest 
murder rates nationwide have the 
death penalty. This makes sense. 
When people commit crimes, they 
aren’t rational. Why would the death 
penalty deter them? As Freakonomics 
author Steven Levitt comments, 
“No rational criminal should be 
deterred by the death penalty, since 
the punishment is too distant and too 
unlikely to merit much attention.”

     The death penalty’s necessity 
intoday’s society is undoubtedly 
apparent.  From the retribution for 
a victim’s family to the elimination 
of adangerous, the death penalty is 
increasingly becoming a cornerstone 
of Americancrime and punishment. 
   Yet in concession to the 
liberal argument, the entire 
capitalpunishment system needs 
much reform. According to the 
New York Times, it costs$540,000 
to keep a prisoner in jail for 
life whereas the average death 
penaltycase is about $10 million. 
These numbers are staggering and 
are a significantfinancial burden on 
states. Amnesty international has 
show claims thatcountries in Europe 
who have abolished the death 
penalty have seen major decreases 
in crime. This is due in part to the 
large amounts ofmoney they saved 
in abolishing the death penalty and 
refocusing their moneythroughout 
the law enforcement system. 
     Despite the above perspective, 
the cost of eliminating thecapital 
punishment infrastructure in the 
United States will cause entirely 
moreharm than good.  
     People who attack the death 
penalty often claim that thebasic 
human rights of criminals are 
being broken, but the action of 
puttingsome one in a prison for life 
seems like a major breech in civil 
rights by thosestandards. People 
in society will easily condemn 
someone to a cell for the restof 
their life or for varying amounts 
of time based on the crime an 
individualhas committed, but when 
someone takes a life in cold-blood 
it is suddenlyunjust and a human 
rights outcry when society wants to 

execute them.  
     Although many who oppose 
the death penalty do have a 
strongpoint with regards to 
wrongful prosecutions and the 
seriousness of killing aninnocent 
person, the growing utilization 
of DNA evidence today protects 
manyindividuals from being 
convicted wrongly and allows the 
courts to properlyidentify the true 
criminal. In the future there will a 
significantly smallerroom for error 
when police and courts are trying to 
identify the propercriminal. 
     The threat of the death penalty 
towards criminals sociallyand 
morally separates the murderers 
from the white-collar criminals in 
the eyesof society. If this country 
were to eliminate the death penalty, 
over time, theseverity of killing 
someone would decrease in the legal 
system, which couldpossibly result 
in dangerous criminals being freed 
or having shorter sentencesthan 
what they deserve. 
     In America we need to try to make 
the system more efficient without 
eliminating the deathpenalty like 
in Europe , not for the purposes of 
moreexecutions, but to save money 
and more effectively prevent 
criminals. Prisonerswill sit on death 
row for years, motioning appeal 
after appeal; many of theseare on 
the basis of technicalities that don’t 
necessarily pertain to the case orthe 
innocence of the individual. There 
are still flaws in the current system 
whichneed to be fixed but the 
elimination of the death penalty is 
not the answerbecause it ultimately 
provides justice and stability in a 
too-often chaotic circumstance.

Staff Writer

by Scott Remer
Staff WriterLiberal

However, though advisory has been altered 
substantially over the years, it seems to be a dying 

beast that simply won’t go down.

Beachwood High School Students Sound Off

by Joe Hendlin

Staff Writer
Conservative

Capital Punishment: Liberal vs Conservative



9

     Call it perfect timing.
     With the introduction of the new plastic trays in the lunch-room and the 
persistence of detentions by the student body, perhaps the administration can 
think of a fantastic way to mesh these two aspects of the high school.
     Let us do it for them: send the delinquents to work!
     Although the whole let’s give the students some hard labor thing may be 
illegal in America, the concept of detention at BHS has become needlessly 
pansy-like over the ages.  Cut class, talk back to a teacher, and skip advisory 
off to detention for you!  But the pejorative nature of the word detention 
has begun to dim over the ages as the once fearful hour spent after school 
slapping chalk erasers has morphed into this before-school ritual of walking 
into a silent room and, well, doing whatever you’d like.  
According to the Beachwood Handbook, as a disciplinary consequence, a 
student is assigned to a silent detention hall either before or after school as a 
consequence for inappropriate actions and/or behavior.  There is no mention 
of any other duties to be performed by errant students to make up for their 
behavior.  
     In this way detention has now garnered a somewhat positive association 
(or at least a lot less negative; I’m talking, going from about -10000 to -.5) to 
such an extent that it is no longer, really, considered much of a punishment.  
In fact, in print, it seems kind of amusing.  Get to school early enough to 
snag that fantastic parking spot right near the pool doors, go to a room with 
a bunch of schoolmates, catch up on some sorely missed shut-eye, finish that 
extra-credit for Spanish, and then leave exactly half-an-hour later to finish 
the morning doing whatever. 
     “It definitely didn’t feel like a punishment, and it certainly didn’t fix me.  
I just ended up doing my homework,” said one senior about the detention 
he served.
     The point here is this: a school’s rules and handbook ordinances cannot 
possibly be expected to be continually followed if the punishment for 
ignoring them can be viewed and experienced in a positive light. 
     Another idea to consider in the need for reform is the fact that the same 
people continue to act up in class week after week.   As Vice Principal 
Chase commented, “Out of the fifteen detentions we had last week, about 
half were repeat offenders and seven or eight were newcomers.”  These 
students obviously have very little fear of the greater power that sends down 
detentions like the lightning bolts of Zeus and so why do we continue to 
punish them in the same way if the punishment has lost its potence?
     To repair the state of our crime-and-punishment system without making 
it too much like a Russian novel, let’s consider the options at hand.  Based 
upon the liabilities associated with cleaning trays and other maintenance 
procedures around the school, they are pretty much out of the question.  Yet 
there are other things the administration can do to make detention a lot less 
enjoyable than they already are.  Those who get, say, three or four detentions 
can be compelled to plant a tree around the school or pick up the trash that 
always seems to land on the floor after a school day or even be mandated to 
help out with the Ecology club’s recycling adventures. 
     If these punishments donít seem to give the desired effect, then perhaps 
the high school can make a grading system: four detentions equals four hours 
of community service, seven detentions equals seven hours of community 
service, etc until, finally, those who always seem to be in Mr. Perseís room 
early in the morning will finally decide that enough is enough for them. 
     We’re not saying that every person who ever gets a detention should be put 
to work in the community if you’re late to class and get one detention, you 
can serve it and just not do it again.  But for those students who repeatedly 
get convicted for the same crime over and over, it might be good to start 
changing the consequences.  Nothing is going to change in terms of the 
behavior of the students unless the administration decides to change the 
repercussions that follow.  
     As for now, there is only one question that remains about the current state 
of our detention policy:
     Can I have one?

     I suck.  
     I’m never going to get into
college.
     I’m so stupid, it’s unbelievable.
    Is it just me, or is it getting a bit 
redundant?
     Too often do the lunch-room 
conversations of seniors revolve 
around the horrors of the college 
admission process and what song the 
students are going to listen to when 
they receive their rejection letters. 
     I know that it’s not good to be 
overly confident with the prospect of 
college admissions—I mean, just look 
at what happened to Odysseus when 
he too tightly embraced his hubris.  
But, equally, by insulting yourself all 
the time, I’m not exactly sure if that 
ultimately makes anything better. 
     Humans naturally tend to degrade 
themselves for a variety of reasons: 
one, perhaps, being that if a lot 
of people disagree with you then 
perhaps they will be right and you 
will be wrong and the world will be 
as it should.  Yet perhaps the most 
apparent answer as to why students 
do this is that by keeping expectations 
low, the dream college won’t break 
your heart if you are rejected.
     And yet the fact remains that 
insulting yourself never really 
accomplishes anything—besides, of 
course, annoying the heck out of me.  
And, you know, I do it too.  Sometimes 
I think that I’m never ever going to 
get into the college of my choice and 
other times I think that I will—and 
the point is that we’re never certain 
about how things will turn out that 
are beyond our control.
    These insulting binges seem to 
be crazy attempts to explain the 
inexplicable—much like how, as 
we learned in 9th grade English, the 
ancient Greeks and Romans explained 
thunder, wind, rivers, and whatnot 
as manifestations of a pantheistic 
religious society. 
    In this way the whole guessing 
bit of college admissions is like a 
religion—complete with its own cult 
at collegeconfidential.com.  Abandon 
hope all ye that enter here…
     College admissions are not personal, 
and it’s painful to get caught up in 
the idea that they are.  So we insult 
ourselves, we try to explain a system 
that was not meant to be figured out, 
and we drive ourselves crazy because 
of it. 
     The only solution that I can offer to 
all stressed-out seniors is this:
     Take a deep breath and…

A Plea for Respect Put Them to Work!
Suggestions for Reforming the Detention Policy
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by Lauren “Why Man?”
Staff Writer

 Today will be the third BHS 
Thanksgiving Assembly I will have 
attended during my high school 
career.  Having sat through two of 
these assemblies in years past, I have 
a pretty good feeling what will happen 
at this one.  There will be several 
guest speakers; each of them will 
feel that they have something truly 
profound to be thankful for.  Between 
all of the speakers, I’m reasonably 
sure that we will be reminded to be 
thankful for our families, our friends, 
our material possessions, maybe 
somebody will even be thankful for 
the wonderful life they have here 
in Beachwood.  These are all great 
things to be thankful for; I know I’m 
certainly thankful for my friends and 
family. They’re all great; however, I 
wish I could see some more variation, 
creativity, and heartfelt sincerity 
when people describe what they are 
thankful for this Thanksgiving.  In 
that spirit I have compiled a list of 
things that I am thankful for and 
some reasons why:

1. I am thankful for my wonderful 
family.  With all six of us, things can 
get real hectic real fast.  Nobody’s 
schedule matches up, everyone is 
always busy, and there is hardly time 
to relax; however, every morning 
and every evening I know that they 

are there for me.

2. I am thankful for my friends.  They 
are wonderfully supportive of me in 
everything I do.  I wouldn’t be able 
to get through my long school day 
without the love that they lavish on 

me.

3. Finally, I am thankful for this 
wonderful school that we attend.  
With 14 AP classes, 22 Honors 
classes, and 81% of teachers holding 
Masters or Doctorate degrees, what 
isn’t to love?  Every one of my 
teachers has been a great inspiration 
for me.  They have not only taught 
me about the subjects they teach, but 
they have also taught me a bit about 

myself.  

To everyone mentioned above: 
Thank You.

A Plea for Originality
by Sam Lowenkamp

Staff Writer

Opinion

Every issue, The Beachcomber Editorial Staff comes to a consensus on a 
topic and publishes an unsigned editorial which takes a position.

Arielle Cohen
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When Pigs Fly: Who Cares about Swine Flu?
school I had never spoken to before 
approached me and asked what it was 
like. My mom told me that rumor 
had spread so quickly that seven of 
my friends’ mothers had called her 
with concern, asking if I was all right. 
Many people asked if I still had it. 
Ducoff had a similar experience with 
overreactions from friends at home. 
“They got really freaked out. I sent 
letters home to friends and they wrote 
back in disbelief, some even called my 
parents to make sure that I was okay,” 
he said.
     But what is the difference between 
H1N1 and the regular flu? Well, 
regarding symptoms, I felt that each 
symptom was about three timesworse

 than it would’ve been with the regular 
flu. The sore throat and stuffy nose 
were not so bad, it was the cough and 
the body aches. While the flu gives 
you mild tenderness in your muscles, 
swine flu made me feel like I had just 
finished a month’s worth of two-a-
days. In addition to having trouble 
breathing, each time I coughed I felt 
as if my back and abdominal muscles 
were ripping. Ducoff also said that the 
worst part of swine flu was the body 
aches. “They were the worst I ever 
had and they would just not go away, 
not even with Tylenol,” he said. “I 

couldn’t sleep, eat, or get out of bed 
to use the bathroom.”
     To any BHS students or faculty 
who come down with the infamous 
H1N1, I offer advice. If you have 
any pre-existing conditions, 
especially asthma, DON’T WAIT to 
see a doctor. For those without such 
conditions, if you believe you have 
H1N1 and your symptoms don’t go 
away after a few days, please stay 
home for your sake and the sake 
of those around you. If you have 
severe congestion, I recommend 
sleeping in a more upright position 
using many pillows because you 
do not want any drainage or fluids 
to settle in your chest; it won’t be 
fun the next morning. Also, carry 
around a water bottle with you 
everywhere. Sleep with it next to 
you and always make sure it is filled. 
Nurse Debeljak adds that everyone 
should get both the regular flu shot 
and the H1N1 shot to try to prevent 
this, but if they are diagnosed they 
should remember that they must 
stay home. “The attendance policy 
should not be the determining factor 
for families when deciding whether 
or not a student should stay home,” 
said Debeljak. Ducoff stresses that 
if you begin to experience any 
symptoms at all, drink lots of fluids 
and “stay in bed.” 
      Both Ducoff and myself were 
cured without taking any medication 
other than Tylenol, and we know 
from experience that sleeping it off 
and allowing your body to regain 
its strength is the most important 
thing. Finally, please do not get 
frustrated with the persistence of 
the symptoms. They will probably 
last for over a week and you will 
become impatient. But please, do a 
favor to the students and faculty of 
BHS, along with yourself, and stay 
home.

flu were the camp nurses. “They 
were really freaked out. They wore 
surgical masks when they gave us 
our medicine, and they wouldn’t let 
us leave our rooms to get water. They 
were really scared about the whole 
camp getting sick,” said Ducoff.
     Other than this reasonable 
feeling of fear from the nurses, the 
rest of camp treated the topic very 
casually. It became a running joke 
that it wasn’t kosher for “swine” 
flu to affect a Jewish camp. People 
(including me) wore stickers after 
being released from quarantine that 
had a cartoon image of a pig and 
said, “I feel swine,” and my friend 
even wore a shirt that said “Swine 
Flu: 2009 World Tour.” 

It was this relaxed view that allowed 
many campers to continue their 
day-to-day activities without being 
especially worried or paranoid. 
Campers and staff would joke that 
they were jealous of kids in the 
health center because we got to eat 
bagels and Gatorade for every meal 
and play the popular Wii game, Rock 
Band.
     When I returned to Beachwood 
after being away for seven weeks, 
I was shocked when the first thing 
all of my friends asked about 
was swine, and people from our 

     I remember standing on top of 
a hill, unable to get any oxygen 
into my lungs. I dropped my metal 
water bottle onto the ground and 
hit my friend to get her attention. 
I remember a counselor grabbing 
my arms and holding them above 
my head, ordering me to throw up. 
I remember becoming lightheaded 
and seeing my friend crying with her 
back turned to me because she didn’t 
want to watch. Then I remember my 
camp director and division leader 
running towards me, yelling “code 
blue” into walkie-talkies, and the 
camp nurse speeding towards me in 
a golf cart, also yelling something 
urgently into a walkie-talkie. 
     When I think of H1N1, my mind 
immediately flashes back to this 
moment from summer camp: the 
moment I realized what I had was 
more than a cold. After I began to 
breathe again the nurse raced me to 
the camp health center on her golf 
cart. Upon arrival, I was told that I 
was being admitted into quarantine 
for seven days, and if possible I 
should leave camp temporarily 
because there were limited beds in 
the health center. Almost one half 
of Beber Camp came down with 
swine this summer, including 10 
of the 39 campers my age. This 
unfamiliar virus also hit many other 
summer camps in the country. As 
we move into the flu season, it has 
been increasingly common at BHS 
as well.
     However, the attitude toward 
H1N1 at BHS is very different from 
the one I experienced at camp. Junior 
Ben Ducoff also spent his summer at 
Beber Camp and was one of many 
to catch the virus and spend a week 
in strict quarantine. He stressed that 
the only people at camp reacting 
stressfully or fearfully toward the 

by Monica Arkin

department could organize a 
presentation on tips for writing 
college essays; I can safely say that 
Mr. Luzar and Mr. Harvan have 
many valuable suggestions that aid 
in the arduous process. I am aware 
that not all students would benefit 
from this; many are already aware 
of basic processes like how to file 
taxes. But I would hazard a guess 
that most students don’t, and it 
would certainly be more widely 
beneficial than what we currently 
use to occupy advisory time. 
        In the end, I can only hope that 
something is done about advisory, 
for I have neither the power to 
enact these proposed adjustments 
nor the resolve to petition beyond 
this article for change. However, I 
would encourage the administration 
to take this to heart and something 
is done to resolve what I currently 
consider a waste of forty-five 
minutes of my time.

play previews, Homecoming and 
Snoball, and goal setting.
        Were I to voice my honest 
opinion about the state of advisory, I 
would say that though advisory has 
been altered substantially over the 
years, it seems to be a dying beast 
that simply won’t go down. It can 
be changed, but not eliminated; and 
so, I propose that we introduce yet 
another set of significant revisions 
to advisory. 
        What this proposal would entail 
would be this: the departments 
would form a rotation wherein the 
weeks not devoted to accomplishing 
state requirements and the like, the 
teachers within a subject area would 
convene to give a presentation that 
puts their general subject matter 
in the context of daily and useful 
living, or present on something 
that aids in the college application 
and admissions process. 
        For example, the math teachers 
might conceivably present about 
how to file tax forms. The English 

     It IS getting ridiculous!  
     I mean, a student, regardless of how bright and engaging they may be, thinking 
that five Advanced Placement classes is an appropriate course load.  
     Wow. 
   It is interesting to note, however, that in many cases, teachers, myself included, 
often advise students NOT to take such a difficult and demanding course load.  
Teachers, myself included, have even advised their own children NOT to take 
five A.P. courses, given the realities of such a demanding situation.  I guess in the 
case of some BHS students, some unseen yet powerful phenomenon FORCED 
the poor, unsuspecting students to take a course load too difficult for them.  
     In response to the 10 pages of Modern European History reading a night, it 
seems as if that works out to about 50 pages a week.  I am sorry to be the one 
to inform students that in college, a class might average at least 100 to 150 
pages of reading a week.  And another thing, if students don’t want to read the 
10 pages per night…then don’t.  As far as college friends not staying up as late 
as high school students... well, the reality is, the college day is structured very 
differently.  There is a much greater degree of time not spent in class.  If students 
are concerned about this, they should petition the Beachwood Board of Education 
to revise the structure of the school day to better reflect the college day.  In terms 
of trying to emulate college professors, I do not think I have ever said such a 
thing.  The comment to that effect makes it seem that teaching AP courses fulfills 
some inner fantasies that make me want to pretend to be a college professor.  If I 
were trying to be a college professor, you would be getting the 100 to 150 pages 
of reading a week that I alluded to earlier.  
     The last time I thought about stress, I realized that in many ways, it is a 
manifestation of internal reactions to external stimuli. I refuse to take responsibility 
for the stress that some feel as a result of me taking care of my responsibilities 
as a teacher.  Finally, I do acknowledge the comment that alludes to smaller 
sacrifices necessary for success.  But, you won’t see me making that smaller 
sacrifice.  Perhaps A.P. students need to realize, like many of their A.P. teachers 
already have, that the “on-sale” mentality in which more can be gained by paying 
and sacrificing less, just isn’t appropriate in an A.P. setting.  Sometimes, you 
actually have to work for what you want.  
     If the desire is to simplify things, then here is a simple solution: if five A.P. 
classes are too much, then do not take five A.P. classes.
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Beachwood Backyard Sports League 
with friends.” 
     “It’s healthy to wake up on a 
Sunday morning and just compete,” 
Moss continued. Moss stated that he 
has competed with some of the best 
players to ever step into the backyard 
action.
     “You would be surprised,” he said, 
“Even with big guys like Kevin Cira, 
and the elusive ones like the Dronzek 
brothers, the greatest player I’ve ever 
seen,” he paused “is Benedictine’s 
own Andrew Boothe.” “We were 
pounding on them, when out of 
nowhere Boothe came by, stepped in 
the game, played one half and won the 
game for his team.” “It was amazing. 
He came, he saw, he conquered, and 
was never seen since.” Boothe was 
unavailable for comment.
     The only time Moss and his alumni 
team ever played against current 
BBFL members was “interesting.” 
“I believe the score was 42-7,” Moss 
said, laughing, “After the game, he 
even heard Al Jacober refer to it as 
the roughest hour and a half of his 
entire life.”
     The BBFL is a great “escape” for 
kids from their everyday lives. It’s not 
about the weather, or who is playing, 
but just about having something they 
really enjoy doing. If the competition 
isn’t enough, then the fun is. “At the 
end of the day,” Somogyi finished, 
“it’s not whether you win or lose, but 
how you play the game”.

     It’s Sunday morning. Snow is 
pouring, temperatures are dropping 
below zero and a certain group of 
kids is heading outside. These kids 
are backyard football players, and 
weather can’t stop them from doing 
what they love.
     “The frozen tundra,” as Al Jacober, 
Head of Football Operations referred 
to it, provides a place where backyard 
footballers can have fun and be 
themselves. It’s not just a few kids 
tossing around a football. Rather, it 
is a “culture”… a “tradition.” Jacober 
explains that their league has room 
for, “kids big like Jeremy Margolis to 
the smallest in the school like David 
Stern.” Jacober continued, “Moments 
when Stern can tackle Jeremy are why 
people live to play every weekend.”
     “With the variety of size, speed, and 
strength, injury could be a problem”, 
stated Co-Commissioner Andrew 
Somogyi, “but it isn’t.” Somogyi said 
that there have not been any serious 
injuries in two years of playing. BBFL 
member Nolan Kahn explained, “If 
you get hurt, get right back up, rub 
some dirt on it, and you’re ready to 
go.”
     According to Co-Commissioner 
Somogyi, finding people to play 
even with a risk of injury is never a 
problem. Rather than being scared, 
“Kids want the opportunity to tackle 

by Jordan Krantz

BHS Sports Players Reflect on Defeat
by Lauren  Wyman

put so much into it and you get so 
emotionally invested.  It’s difficult to 
lose—and it’s especially difficult to 
lose to a rival.”
     Senior soccer player, swimmer, 
and soft-ball player Sevy Harris said 

it best with, “You just deal with 
defeat—it builds character…or 
something.”

     Alex described the feeling of 
seeing other runners pass him by. 
“It felt like the anguish of 1000 
souls running away from me…
Well, if you want me to give you a 
serious answer, it was one of those 
resigned things that you couldn’t 
foresee happening.  So it felt…
not…good.”
            To get over what was possibly 
the most important race of his high 
school career, Alex admitted that it 
wasn’t easy. 
       “I brooded a lot; I took a couple 
of days off, got my head clear.  
You just need to focus on the next 
season by making up for [the
loss in this one].  Losing is hard—
but if you feel you have something 
else to go for, it’s not that bad.”
            Senior soccer player Andrew 
Darvin has too experienced the
pain of loss in his high school sports 
career.  Although after a highly
successful men’s soccer season with 
an ultimate triumph in the CVC 
division, Darvin still had much to 
say on the subject of defeat.
     “[This past season], we lost 
twice to our rival Orange, making 
it four losses to them that I’ve had 
to endure in my high school career.  
It’s very depressing because you 

     After hours of grueling practice, 
after months of being pushed to the
brink of mental sanity and physical 
capabilities, after devoting so much
time and effort that they think 
they’ve broken the law of the 
conservation of matter and energy, 
sports players just want to win at 
the end of another season.  
        Yet too often is success just out 
of reach; too often is the ball just 
one inch away from going into the 
goal, too often is the person just
one foot away from you when they 
cross the finish line in first.
        Doesn’t that stink?
        To honor all of those who have 
experienced loss on the playing
field, the Beachcomber set out to 
see how students respond to those
moments of distress.
     Senior runner Alex Wertheim was 
but a few places from qualifying 
for the regional competition.  At 
the beginning of the race, he felt 
sick—but he was driven to compete.  
Despite the obvious physical pain he 
was enduring, Alex pushed through, 
and yet the hard work seemed for 
nought as he did not finish amongst 
the top runners.  
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Staff Writer

Junior Matthew Riley pushes through the defense of the BBFL.

Staff Writer

Chenyu Zhang

Phil ‘The Punisher’ Keselman, 
or take on Kevin ‘Fast’ Caputo, 
regardless of the toll it takes on 
their body.”
     With “living legends” in the 
league like Matthew “Tank” Riley, 
Matt Banchek, and Collin Weiss, 
the club gets “25-30 phone calls 
about a game” on average. “On 
more than one occasion I’ve had to 
call off working for my dad, just to 
play in a game,” said Kahn. “That 
kind of dedication is what makes 
me a top player.”
     Nolan’s father, Don Kahn refers 
to him as a “workhorse” who is 

always outside working on his game. 
Mr. Kahn feels that every Sunday 
game provides a great way for the 
kids to “just get out there and play. 
While it’s not the kickball I used to 
play as a kid,” Mr. Kahn jokes, “It’s 
pretty darn close.”
     The club is based out of 
Beachwood, but that doesn’t mean 
that only BHS students compete. 
Alumni as well as kids from other 
schools have moved in on the league 
and schedule to play games all the 
time. Former Beachwood student 
and backyard football player Kevin 
Moss “plays all the time on the oval 

Sophomore Timna Maayan shows off a leadership conference button; 
winning is not always the most important thing.

Photo by Marc Eisenburg

Photo by Lauren Wyman
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Raleigh Cohen  practices before a 
rained-out match against Beaumont.

The volleyball team raises money to fight 
breast cancer at Volley for the Cure.

Football players take a breath during 
a rough game against Hawken.

Allie Debeljak weaves between two 
defenders during a game against Laurel.

Mengzhi Wu makes a defensive 
play in a game  against Gilmore.


