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     Beachwood, Ohio- Anybody who 
passed the JCC, The Jewish News, the 
Maltz Museum or Park Synagogue 
East on August 31st would have seen 
a group of about ten people, ages six 
to sixty, holding up signs that read 
“God Hates Jews,” “Jews Will Eat 
their Babies,” “God Hates Fags,” 
and “Thank God for 9/11.”  The next 
morning, the same group was seen 
in the Taylor Road neighborhood of 
Cleveland Heights, holding the same 
signs. 
     The people who protested at these 
local Jewish institutions were from 
an extremist Christian organization 
called the Westboro Baptist Church, 
which is based in Topeka, Kansas.  
Believing in the literal interpretation 
of the Christian Bible, they consider 
homosexuality to be a grave sin. 
They are also extremely critical of the 
Catholic Church.  The Jews, according 
to the organization, need to “repent” 
for killing Jesus, their messiah, and 
for “breaking their covenant” with 
God.  
    The Beachcomber contacted 
Shirley Phelps, the organization’s 
leader, in an effort to understand the 
group’s thinking and motivation.  In 
a wide-ranging interview, Phelps 
stated that Jews “stole” the land 
of Israel, and that the “beast, Anti-
Christ Barack Obama” is currently 
planning an “infiltration of the Holy 
Land,” with the help of the rest of the 
world in order to bring about “eternal 
damnation” to them all. “The [Jews] 
are filthy people, I mean filthy; Tel 
Aviv is the Middle Eastern Mecca for 
fags,” Phelps said.

is a doomed, “fag-enabler” country in 
which nearly all of its occupants will 
“burn in hell.”
     They justify their use of the word 
fag by calling it an “elegant, perfect 
metaphor.”  “Fags literally mean 
‘bundles of sticks,” Phelps said.  
Invoking her belief in hell she said, 
“Fags burn fast, and they burn hot.” 
She continued, “We don’t find ‘gay’ 
to be a good word at all.”

See WBC on Page 2

travels around the country in order 
to picket certain groups that support 
Jews, homosexuals, abortion, or the 
“Catholic pedophile machine,” in the 
words of Phelps.
     The Westboro Baptist Church, which 
the Southern Poverty Law Center 
and the Anti-Defamation League has 
deemed a hate group, operates over 
a dozen websites preaching their 
various warnings.
     According to the church, America 

     The Westboro Baptist Church makes 
it their job to spread their world view 
as loudly and widely as possible. “We 
are spreading a message of love,” said 
Phelps, “Heaven is reserved only for 
those who completely obey the words 
of God.”
     Shirley Phelps explained that the 
Westboro Baptist Church is a group of 
70 people living in Topeka, Kansas, 
80% of whom are related to her by 
blood or by marriage.  This group 

and energy to the Kent State University’s 
drama program and to the Roe Green 
Foundation, a charity designed to provide 
funding for the participation in the arts. 
     For those in ELS, Marilyn Nachman 
was a fighter for learning disabled 
children as a member of the Council 
of Parent Attorneys and Advocates 
(COPAA)
     For those in Science Olympiad, 
Eric Sorkin is the CEO of IMMtech 
Pharmaceuticals, a company that 
researches and produces vaccines for 
illnesses ranging from malaria to African 
sleeping sickness to Pneumocytosis 
pneumonia (PCP).    
     For those in Marketing, Michael 
Friedman, otherwise known as the 
“Ganley Man,” is a highly revered local 

President Barack Obama and the Director 
of the Office of Public Engagement for 
the White House.  
     For those in Ecology Club, Sanford 
Colb is a successful intellectual property 
lawyer in Israel who runs a fruit and 
vegetable farm—the produce of which 
all goes to Israeli charities.
     For those in Pre-Med Club, Dr. Rick 
Frires travels to various locations on the 
globe and provides free medical care and 
education to poor populations.  
     For those in Debate, Frankie Goldberg 
is a city councilwoman for University 
Heights and balances her time with 
volunteer work with various Jewish 
organizations
     For those in Drama Club, Roe Green 
is a patron of the arts—donating time 

Here it comes again.
     On October 16th and 17th, the BHS 
Gallery of Success will return with 
eleven fantastic individuals honored in 
the longtime tradition.
     These eleven individuals are not only 
amazing people who deserve our praise 
and our respect, but testimonies to the 
wide range and scope of the potential 
achieved with a Beachwood education.   
     Here is a preview of their accomplishments, 
and the  accomplishments  that curent 
BHS students may parallel  in the 
future.  
     For those in JCWA, Tina Tchen is 
currently employed in the Obama 
Administration as the Deputy Assistant to 

Hate Group Pickets at  Beachwood Synagogues

Westboro Baptist Church member displays signs of hatred on the eve of Rosh Hashana at Oklahoma University.
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businessman and car salesman.  
    For those in the Stock Market 
Club, Barry Minnoff has been dubbed 
“Entrepreneur of the Year” for his work 
as the CEO of Kichler lighting, an 
internationally-known company.  
     For those who participate in the Ohio 
Math League,  Stanley Goldman has 
developed nine patents and has worked 
for everyone’s favorite calculator 
company—Texas Instruments.  
     For those in Amnesty International 
or any volunteer organization, Lauren 
Miller Spilman is actively involved in 
philanthropy throughout Cleveland—
from the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo to 
the Cleveland Clinic to the Playhouse 
Square Foundation.
     Welcome Back.

BHS Foreign Exchange Student 
“Exchanges” Thoughts

See Page 4

Gallery of Sucess Inductees: 
Then and Now

See pages 8-9

Health Care Debate: 
What would YOU choose?  See Page 10

VS.

by Lauren Wyman
Staff Writer
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Beachwood Gets an A+ on State Report Card

If a school performs “above expected 
growth” in this category for two 
years in a row the school can move 
up a rating.  This year, Beachwood 
moved up a rating from “Excellent” 
to “Excellent with Distinction.”  In 
Mr. Hardis’ opinion, “Now that they 
added ‘with distinction,’ we have a 
new streak.”  
     So how did Beachwood manage to 
move from “excellent” to “excellent 
with distinction?”  Mr. Hardis 
explains that the OAT and OGT 
scores are broken up into sub-groups 
such as handicapped, black, etc.  
When one group was not performing 
as well as the others, teachers paid 

more attention to detail and took a 
closer look at who was being taught 
what and how.  In this way the school 
targeted its weak points and made 
them better.    
     Ohio’s “State Report Cards” are 
not the only evaluative index for 
national high schools—Newsweek 
also ranks high schools annually.  
Despite receiving similar scores on 
the State Report Card, Beachwood 
was ranked lower than Chagrin 
Falls in the Newsweek evaluation.  
This discrepancy was derived not 
necessarily from the quality of 
the schools or from the quality of 
the surveys but rather from the 
differences in evaluative formulas.  
While Newsweek ranks schools 
based on the percentage of the student 
body taking AP classes, the “State 
Report Cards” are more focused on 
state standardized test results.  
     At Chagrin Falls, a higher percentage 
of students take AP courses—hence 
their higher Newsweek ranking.  
However, Beachwood students tend 
to score higher on AP exams.  Mr. 
Hardis says that “If we wanted get 
a better ranking, we could force kids 
to take AP classes” but points out 
that Beachwood has a more tailored 
approach and encourages students to 
take classes that are right for them.  
However he is “proud of the fact that 
the kids who do [take AP classes] 
will score well.”  
      Hardis goes on to say, “There 
is no scientifically-proven method 
of saying that you can get a better 
education at a 4th versus a 400th 
place school—that’s a crock.”  
 

schools.  
      The second category which 
the state uses to determine school 
ratings is the performance index, 
which is simply all the standardized 
test scores put together.  Last school 
year, Beachwood earned 108.3 on the 
performance index, its highest score 
yet.  
     Another measure of performance 
is the value added measure, which 
reflects a student’s progress over the 
past year rather than demonstrating 
given skills at one point in time.  As 
Principal Hardis comments, “This is 
a much fairer way of holding schools 
accountable for student’s progress.”   

     Have you ever stopped to wonder 
how many scantron bubbles you have 
filled in since first grade?  In today’s 
society, a focus has been placed on 
standardized testing achievements—
so much so that this crazy number of 
filled in bubbles is only the beginning 
of the story of the typical American 
teenager.
     Although students often complain 
and gripe about having to take them, 
standardized tests allow officials to 
evaluate not only a specific student, 
but entire school districts.  In fact—
even though it may seem really ironic 
to grade institutions which do grading 
themselves—the Ohio Department of 
Education publishes “School Report 
Cards” every year. 
     In this school grading system, 
Beachwood City Schools came out 
on top with the ranking of “Excellent 
with Distinction.”  School districts 
are evaluated based upon four 
performance factors, most of which 
focus on testing achievement—all 
factors which Beachwood ranked one 
the highest deciles.  
     These performance measures 
include: thirty performance indicators, 
a performance index, adequate yearly 
progress, and value added measure.        
The performance indicators revolve 
around Ohio Achievement Test 
(OAT) scores in reading and math for 
third through eighth graders, science 
and social studies for fifth and eighth 
grades, and writing in fourth and 
seventh grades, all in addition to 
the Ohio Graduation Test (OGT) 
and attendance/graduation rates of 

by Amelia Wester

New Detention Policy Implemented
Junior Monae McDonald, says she 
“hates it!” because she views the new 
policy as effort to “tighten the reins!” 
at BHS. 
     Yet while some students are 
annoyed and others adamantly 
opposed to this new policy, more 
often than not students are oblivious 
to the change.  There are students, 
like Max Schoen, who aren’t late to 
class and don’t really care about the 
system—don’t like it, but don’t care.   
Senior Sarah Levine said “Wait…
that rings a bell…”  Sarah went on to 
say, “I’ve never needed to know the 
detention policy so I never did...”
     Detention advisor John Perse seemed 
to think that it’s a good approach; he 
likes the fact that the whole system 
is now centralized, and that, while 
he hasn’t seen an immediate effect, 
that it’ll be a successful program and 
will decrease the number of tardy 
detentions.  He explained that since 
theoretically Mr. Chase issues all of 
the tardies, the system will become 
more organized and effective.  In 
response to the flaws of sending tardy 
students to the office to make them 
even later, Perse states, “Late is late.  
It’s not like they’re in that office for a 
long time.” 
     The Junior Class President Sara 
Post takes a practical opinion on the 
new detention policy.  She says that, 
“being late every once in a while is 
fine but there’s no reason you should 
be late three times and if it does 
happen, it’s not that big of a deal to 
get one detention over it.”

     Beachwood’s new detention policy 
brings up many questions: what it is, 
what is the difference between this 
new one and the one of the past, and 
will it really make a difference?
     To answer the first question, the 
changes to the detention policies 
aren’t actually that different from 
the old rules.  One gets a detention 
for the same reasons as before.  The 
difference lies in who gives the 
detention. Where teachers used to 
assign tardy detentions based on their 
own class policies, Assistant Principal 
Paul Chase now assigns detentions to 
all students who have at least three 
tardies.  
     If a student is late, he or she has 
to go to the attendance office to get a 
late pass.  This allows Chase to keep 
track of tardies so that when a student 
hits his or her third tardy, the decision 
to give a detention is not based upon 
the teacher’s discretion. 
     Chase believes that kids will be 
on time to class now and that teachers 
will complain less about students 
disrupting class by showing up late.  
At publication, Chas has no hard 
numbers, but estimates that the policy 
has reduced tardies by 30%.
     Although Chase seems highly 
optimistic about this new system, 
students are more dubious.  Junior 
Alex Bruening thinks that, “It is kind 
of ridiculous for the person to miss 
more class to go get a note…it would 
be easier for the teacher to report a 
tardy through Esis or something.”
     Some students feel more strongly.  

     While the organization protested 
in the heavily Jewish Taylor Road 
neighborhood of Cleveland Heights 
on a Saturday morning, local 
community member, Custodian 
of Park Synagogue Main, and 
neighborhood “gate keeper” Bill 
Richardson witnessed the picketing 
outside of his house.  When he went 
to confront the group, a local police 
officer stopped him.  “Cleveland 
Heights is a very peaceful 
community, where Jews and 
Christians have been getting along 
for a long time,” Richardson said, 
“They were 
trying to 
bring their 
hate into my 
neighbor-
hood, and it 
was my job, 
a gentile, to 
give them 
a piece of my mind.”  “They don’t 
even know their own religion,” 
Richardson said, “Jesus was a Jew, 
how could they pray to someone 
they hate?” 
     Betty Sue Foyer, director of 
the Cleveland chapter of the Anti-
Defamation League, described 
the Westboro Baptist Church as 
a hateful organization that “just 
wants publicity.”  She advised the 
Beachcomber not to talk to them.  
“They haven’t been to Cleveland in 
the past nine or ten years, but when 
they come, they love to flood our fax 
machines with hateful messages,” 
Foyer said.

     The Beachcomber interviewed 
a secretary at Temple Beth Shalom, 
a synagogue in Topeka, Kansas, 
located three blocks from the 
Westboro Baptist Church building. 
“People around here mostly try to 
stay away from them,” the secretary 
said.   “Our synagogue is located 
outside the main thoroughfare, so 
they tend to picket where there is 
more traffic,” she continued.
       In our interview with her, 
Shirley Phelps continued to say that 
“We are hastening on to the coming 
of the Lord,” and that “All the Jews 

need to 
gather in 
the house 
of Israel” 
so that 
they can 
“be de-
stroyed.” 
      When 

asked about her picketing signs that 
read “Thank God For 9/11,” Shirley 
Phelps explained, “I don’t praise 
the terrorists, I praise God.” “There 
is not one thing happening on this 
earth that doesn’t flow directly from 
the hands of the Lord your God,” 
she continued. 
     When asked what she knew about 
Beachwood, and why she decided 
to protest here, she explained that 
she had done research about the 
community, saying, “The Lord gave 
us that internet so that we can get 
where we need to be…and get the 
word in front of these Jews.”

Staff Writer

by Andrew Stead

Staff Writer

WBC from Page 1

“They were trying to bring their 
hate into my neighborhood, and 
it was my job, a gentile, to give 

them a piece of my mind.”
 -Bill Richardson

English teacher Peter Harvan explains transcendental philosophy.
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City Council Elections Make for Debate
 While Eisen agrees with 
making Beachwood’s policies more 
green, he does not think it is one of 
the main issues right now.  “(City 
Council) is working on a lot of projects 
right now,” he said, “there are a lot of 
things we have started we’d like to 
finish in the near future.”
     Eisen wants to make sure that 
as the residents of Beachwood get 

older, the city can still attract “young 
families” to move here.  He also 
wants to make sure that Beachwood 
can instill policies on its residents in 
so that they keep their property “in 
good shape.”  “If I let my front lawn 
go, what’s to say that the guy living 
down the street has to keep his front 
lawn neat?” He said.
     Linick thinks that the school system 
is the “cornerstone” of the city.  “If the 
school system is not what it should 
be, then the city has a problem,” he 
said, “even if the City Council and the 
School Board are separate entities, I 
will work to keep the two entities in a 
good relationship.”  
     According to Linick, there have 
been many cases where the School 
Board has asked for financial help 
in providing some services, and the 
City Council has denied.  “The City 

Council should not be denying the 
school board funds for things like 
snowplowing school grounds during 
the winter,” Linick said.
     Eisen thinks that as of now, 
things are going well for the city 
of Beachwood.  “If there were 
problems, people would show up to 
our meetings,” he said. “When the 
School Board was having financial 
problems and had to lay off some 
teachers, there was standing room 
only at the meeting.”  
      According to Arsham, Eisen, and 
Jacobs’s campaign, “You can’t argue 
with success.”
    Linick also thinks that it’s time 
Beachwood was represented by a new 
generation.  “The guys in (the city 
council) now, they’re all representing 
one generation,” he said, “They’re 
real good guys, but I think it’s time 
we got someone a little younger in 
there.”
    Brian Linick was the underdog of 
the 2007 Beachwood City Council 
election.  He lost by 52 votes, but 
that election consisted of six people 
running for four slots.   Now it’s four 
candidates running for three slots.
     Although Arsham, Eisen, and 
Jacobs are running to re-election 
together, they are not on the same 
ticket.  Each candidate gets a separate 
vote.
     “It’s really important that everyone, 
regardless of their position, get out 
there and register to vote,” Linick 
said.
     The Beachwood City Council 
election is on November 3rd.

to broadcast meetings on channel 
23, and try to attract more people to 
come to the meetings themselves.   
“Residents should be able to have an 
active role in our city’s government,” 
he said.
 Saul Eisen is open the idea of 
really “bringing out the council” to 
the public, but thinks that it would be 
a lost cause.

 Eisen, Arsham, and Jacobs 
want to continue to focus their efforts 
on the recent Chagrin Highlands 
projects located on the border between 
Beachwood and Warrensville Heights, 
which Eisen described as one of 
“main concerns” of the council today.  
As well as making sure Beachwood’s 
“fire and police departments are the 
best they can be.”
 Linick wants to bring 
some new projects to the Council, 
including a new “green” program for 
the city to make Beachwood more 
environmentally friendly.  “We need 
to work on making decisions for 
the city that aren’t dangerous to the 
environment,” he said, “one of the 
ways we can do this is by making sure 
that Beachwood’s purchases of city 
vehicles are more environmentally 
friendly than they are now.”

In the past month, Beachwood’s 
residential streets have started 
teeming with lawn signs concerning 
next month’s City Council election.  
Brian Linick (BHS class of ’97) has 
returned after his 2007 defeat to take 
on incumbents Martin Arsham, Saul 
Eisen and Melvin Jacobs, who are 
running together.
 The Beachwood City Council, 
which is comprised of seven people 
(including the council President), 
offers four-year terms to each member 
to decide on local issues and laws for 
the city.  Four people, three running 
together, are battling it out for three 
council seats.
 Both parties have somewhat 
different agendas to bring to the 
Beachwood City Council.
 Brian Linick, a lawyer for 
Sherwin Williams, says that he wants 
to return the school district to its former 
glory as one of the best in the region.  
He hopes to do so by “attracting 
businesses that will pay property taxes 
that will go to the schools.”  Linick 
plans on working with the council to 
lower those property taxes to attract 
more businesses.
 Saul Eisen and the other two 
incumbents agree on the issue of 
attracting corporations to Beachwood 
to help fund the school system, but 
for the most part their similarities end 
there.
 Linick, if elected, plans to 
bring City Council meetings and 
issues “out to the public.”  He wants 

by Ben Ducoff

And the Music Plays On: Smelly State of the Basement 
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  Choir teacher Carolyn Farley 
explained, “It’s disruptive to the 
students. Time is lost and it’s hard 
for teenagers to ignore.” But she 
felt that the quality of performances 
should not be affected by the room.  
Farley expressed her excitement at 
the prospect of renovations.
   Some students have wondered 
whether the condition of the room 
creates a health hazard.  Principal 
Hardis said, “We have been absolutely 
assured that there have been no safety 
issues or health issues.”  He also said, 
“The air quality tests don’t reveal that 
there is anything unsafe.”  
   In order to begin any renovation 
or building project, the school 
district will first need to pass a levy, 
something that may be difficult in 
the current economic climate. In the 

meantime, improvement plans are in 
the works, the details of which are 
not yet available.
     “The Board of Education engaged 
an Architectural firm in 2008 (Burt 
Hill) to complete an engineering 
and educational assessment of the 
High School facility and develop a 
renovation plan to meet current and 
future educational needs. This plan 
identified the issues with the music 
and band rooms. The plan calls for 
the relocation of the music and band 
rooms to newly constructed space on 
the main level of the high school,” 
continued Tomec.  “The students and 
faculty will have more details of this 
Master Plan for the High School in 
October.”

sealed about four years ago.”
     Principal Robert Hardis described 
the conditions as, “Deplorable…
they’re embarrassing, I think they’re 
well beneath the standards we set 
for Beachwood Schools.” “It makes 
rooms less functional than they 
should be.”
   When asked about the room 
affecting students, Cody Swanson 
said, “Yes because we and Mrs. 
Farley might get off topic about the 
smell and condition of the room. We 
can’t practice to our full potential and 
be as good as we can be.”
    Ultimately, a better environment 
would help performances.  He went 
on to say, “We could sing better, we 
could blend better and not stop all 
the time. We’d be more prepared for 
performances.”

     In the Surprise Symphony, a 
gigantic cymbal crash happens during 
the Andante.  
     In BHS, every musical piece 
seems to have its own crash—but 
unfortunately for band and orchestra 
members, this crash is not the sound of 
a cymbal, but the sound of one of the 
ceiling tiles breaking off and falling 
to the ground during the middle of 
class.
     A crumbling ceiling, a persistent 
water leak, and a perpetual pungent 
smell have left the orchestra room 
and choir room in shambles with 
everyone asking the same question: 
Will it ever be fixed?
     “The roof of the orchestra room 
is in terrible condition,” said violinist 
Hojai Han. He went on to explain that 
there were many leaks last year and 
that, “The place smells... We had to 
put a trash can under the leak so that 
it didn’t hit anyone.” 
    Fellow orchestra member Jake 
Schlessinger agreed, stating, “The 
pipes would sometimes leak from the 
walls and ceilings while a horrible 
odor filled the room.”  The smell 
reportedly comes from sulfur that is 
backed up in the pipes.
     Larry Tomec, the Business 
Manager of the school district, 
stated in an email that the problem is 
being addressed. He also went on to 
write that, “The rooms have been an 
ongoing maintenance problem. We 
have repainted, cleaned and monitored 
these rooms on a continual basis. 
The water leakage is coming from 
the outside wall which was partially 

 One of the holes in the Band/Orchestra room leaks fluids and stench.

“We need to work on making decisions for the city that 
aren’t dangerous to the environment,” he said, “one of the 
ways we can do this is by making sure that Beachwood’s 
purchases of city vehicles are more environmentally 

friendly than they are now.”
-Brian Linick
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Science Corner: The Wonders of Algae Fuel
system using sunlight to capture and 
convert carbon dioxide into fuel.”  
Dr. Venter—a leader in decoding the 
human genome—has teamed up with 
Exxon Mobil to further delve into 
developing awesome oil-producing 
breeds of algae.
     The basic premise of algae fuel is 
as follows: algae are grown in large 
quantities, the algae are essentially 
squeezed of their oils, and the product 
is used in engines.  This squeeze 
product does not need to be converted 
into any form—and, as Continental 
Airlines demonstrated, it can be, 
literally, just put into jet engines and 
flown across the United States.
       The algae are grown in vast 
bioreactors in climates with a lot 
of sunshine.   As New York Times 
Reporter Matthew Wald wrote, 
“Algenol grows algae in ‘bioreactors,’ 

troughs covered with flexible plastic 
and filled with saltwater. The water 
is saturated with carbon dioxide, to 
encourage growth of the algae.”  In 
the words of a chief executive of 
the algae fuel producing company 
Algenol declared, a reactor “looks 
like a long hot dog balloon.” 
 Algae has a particularly 
interesting combinations of 
characteristics that make the species 
an ideal source of fuel: algae grows 
quickly and easily, absorbs tons of 
carbon dioxide, and has a high yield 
of energy—particularly compared 
to other bio-fuels like soybeans and 
corn.   
      Another advantage that algae has 
over fossil fuels is that it releases a 
zero net amount of carbon dioxide 
into the atmosphere because the 
SEE ALGAE, NEXT PAGE

Yuck!  Muck!
     When people peer into putrid green 
ponds choked with algae, the thought 
of a fantastic new energy source does 
not immediately come to mind.  Yet 
recently scientists and politicians 
have increasingly looked to the gross-
looking crap that populates ponds for 
a potential solution to the world’s 
energy crisis.
     Talk about green energy.
   Companies have hopped to the 
algae market with brilliant ideas 
on the sequestering of energy from 
algae—all research supplemented 
by science grants from the federal 
government.  As the Dr. Craig Venter 
of Synthetic Genomics declared, 
“Algae is the ultimate biological 

 BHS Foreign Exchange Student Shares Thoughts

test.  For each college or university a 
Brazilian student is applying to, they 
must take that school’s vestibular test 
and their admission or rejection is 
based upon their performance on that 
single test.  Unlike in America, Luisa 
says, “grades in High School don’t 
count in Brazil.”
     In her daily walk to school, Luisa 
notices another significant difference 
between the United States and 
Brazil—the social climate.  On her 
short walk to school back in Brazil, 
she encounters many more greetings 
than in the United States.  
    “Everyone says good morning, 
even strangers,” she says, and goes 
on to state that she is typically greeted 
about 15 times in the three blocks 
from home to school.  
     Before coming to America, Luisa 
was warned that in the society in the 
States “is a porcupine society…if 
Americans get together they end up 
hurting each other, so they prefer to 
be alone.” Thus Luisa said that all of 
her friends and her family expected 
her to be lonely when she arrived—
but she has found both of these ideas 
to be completely false.  
     Prior to her departure, everyone 
expected Luisa to be lonely when 

she got here, but her experiences 
have not made her feel anything but 
loved and welcomed.  Everyone told 
Luisa that “people won’t talk to you 
since you’re Brazilian and different,” 
contributing to the fear Luisa felt the 
first day here. 
       Luisa decided to do foreign 
exchange due to a variety of factors. 
First of all, her father and her uncle 
both did foreign exchange in the 
United States, so Luisa “grew 
up hearing stories about foreign 
exchange.” Another reason why 
Luisa decided to come was her love 
of travel.  Luisa had already come 
to the United States on an excursion 
program and loved it. 
     Another greater factor has been 
the idea of being successful.  Luisa 
explains, “In Brazil you have to 
speak English to be successful” so 
Luisa sought to improve her English 
speaking skills by coming to the 
source—to America.  While originally 
she had thought it may have been 
a mistake to leave everything and 
everyone she knows, she now says 
“This experience maybe the best 
thing I have done in my life.”

     Luisa Bustillo is not unlike the 
typical BHS student.  She plays soccer, 
hangs out with her friends, and goes 
to dances.  But unlike the rest of us, 
she is thousands of miles away from 
her home of Lorena, Brazil.  Luisa is 
a foreign exchange student, and she is 
here on an adventure. 
    When asked about the differences 
between Beachwood and Lorena, 
Luisa cites many.  One of the biggest 
differences is the atmosphere and 
environment. In the United States, 
Luisa noticed that “the cities are 
prettier and are more ‘green,’” while 
“Southern Brazil is really different—
it’s very urban.” 
     While northern Brazil is dominated 
by the Amazon rainforest, southern 
Brazil is subjected to urban sprawl.  
Sao Paulo, the city near which Lorena 
is located, is the most populous city 
in the southern hemisphere with over 
11 million people and 20 million in 
the surrounding metropolitan area.  
Another difference between Brazil 
and the States is the need for increased 
security in Brazil.  Luisa mentioned 
that in her home town, “gates are 
pretty much everywhere.”  That 
doesn’t exist in the United States, 
where everything is relatively relaxed 
and open. 
     Luisa notes that laws in the United 
States are also more relaxed. In Brazil, 
teenagers cannot drive until 18, and—
if new legislation is passed—teens 
must be 19 to drive on the highway.  
In Lorena, though, that isn’t an issue, 
since as Luisa says, “you can walk 
everywhere.” 
     The differences in educational 
systems are also interesting.  In Brazil, 
the school year runs from January to 
December rather than from August 
through June, and High School is only 
three years long.  High school students 
prepare for the “end-all-be-all” of 
college admissions—the vestibular 

Luisa Bustillo gives a sidelong glance to a friend.

Evolution of 
Homecoming

 

     Homecoming.When BHS 
students hear this word, thoughts 
of dresses, dates and fancy 
dinners immediately come to 
mind.  Yet this word did not 
always evoke such images.  
    Once upon a time, the word 
Homecoming referred to the 
“coming home” of past alumni—a 
tradition that continues  today, 
but pales in comparison to the 
packed dancing ritual. Over the 
years, “Homecoming” has gained 
a much more festive, youthful 
meaning: a time when friends and 
family, mostly of current students, 
gather for one night of fun.  
  As mentioned above, the 
universal idea of homecoming 
has changed drastically over the 
years. Many aspects are now 
considered highlights, including 
dresses, banners, and the bonfire. 
     Regarding the homecoming 
attire, social studies teacher 
Pam Ogilvy stated, “the dresses 
seem to be getting shorter and 
shorter.” She continued, “The 
behavior has also not necessarily 
improved over the years.” 
     This explains the motivation 
for  Mrs. Piper and Ms Ogilvy’s 
infamous efforts to chaperone and 
monitor our dance skills. Regarding 
the issue of behavior at homecoming 
dances, Spanish teacher John 
Summers explained that alcohol 
has been the cause of bad behavior, 
and instances where “students try 
to press the envelope.”  Summers 
continued, “However, over the 
years, the school administration 
has been more proactive” when 
dealing with these scenarios.  
     When considering the more 
wholesome side of homecoming, 
much has  changed.  Mr. Burwell 
commented, “During the parade, 
the banner was more of a float… 
which students constructed 
in each other’s garages”   
    However one thing seems to 
have stayed the same during his 
time at BHS: “It’s still loud!” 

Staff Writer

Staff Writer
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Homecoming: 1969.

by Carlos Padilla
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 amount that it absorbed from the 
atmosphere when it was growing 
is going to be the amount 
returned to the atmosphere when 
it is burned.  On the other hand, 
fossil fuels make for a net gain in 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere 
because when burned they 
release stored up carbon dioxide 
from millions of years ago.   
 Algae seem to be the 
perfect biofuel—not explosive 
like ethanol and it can be 
produced without affecting the 
world’s food supply.            
     And yet any new energy 
source is not without flaws.  At 
the moment algae fuel is still in 
its infancy, and so actually using 
it in market would be extremely 
expensive.  The New York Times 
estimated that at the current time 
fuel made from algae would 
cost $10 per gallon.  Also the 
kinks of the sequestering system 
must be worked out—because 
if the algae are too heavily 
concentrated they will start dying 
and decomposing in a process 
known as eutrophication.   
   The only way to solve these 
problems is to experiment—and 
in this spirit of experimentation, 
companies like Exxon Mobil 
and Dow Chemical and have 
attempted to produce algae fuel on 
a grand scale.  From bioreactors 
in the Sonoran desert to saltwater 
farms on the Atlantic and Pacific, 
American companies have gotten 
caught in the whirlwind of clean 
technologies.  
     So before you dismiss a gross-
looking pond as a case of “eww,” 
remember that the little green 
organism populating the water 
may be a big green innovation in 
the world’s energy crisis. 
Yum.

“Gallery” Inspires Future Success Stories

movement.  Inspired by Senators 
John Kerry and Ted Kennedy, Ananya 
plans to major in foreign relations and 
perhaps become “a Junior Senator 
from Massachusetts—they’re all so 
politically powerful.”  
 In terms of her non-career 
goals, Ananya says, “I’ve always 
wanted to write a book, join the Peace 
Corps, and build schools in India like 
my dad.”  
 Some people interviewed had 
a slightly different take of the future.  
Senior Sam Terkel precisely declared 
that in 25 years he can see himself 
“living in a small rural town in the 
heart of the USA jogging around the 
square greeting everyone as I pass 
because everybody knows each other, 
wearing shorts with American flags 
on them, and returning home where 
my red pick-up truck has a waving 

flag with a bald eagle on it.”  
 Senior Sevy Harris is currently 
planning her future take-over of the 
Universe.  In 25 years she believes 
that she will be well underway in 
her plan and predicts that she will 
be “in the middle of Asia building 
infrastructure in my plan to take over 
the world.  Although it may look like 
humanitarian aid, but really, it will 
only take a couple of well placed 
robots and then you’ve got yourself a 
stew!”
 People approach the future in 
different ways.  Some regard it with 
fear, others with scorn, and others 
with hilarity.  And yet perhaps we 
should take Ralph Waldo Emerson’s 
approach to time when he states: 
“With the past, I have nothing to do; 
nor with the future. I live now.”

     The future is an elusive thing.  
We make it, we experience it, and 
yet we can never actually know it 
for certain.  What you think you are 
going to be in five days, five weeks, 
five years is often mistaken—and 
yet other times it is exactly as we 
suspected.
 In light of this year’s 
Gallery of Success inductances, the 
Beachcomber set out to see what sort 
of grasp BHS students have on the 
future and to explore who may be in 
the Gallery 25 years from now.  The 
question was simple: where do you 
see yourself in 25 years?  
 Senior Ben Besunder has a 
clear idea about how he is going to 
save the world—by working as a 
lawyer for non-profit organizations.  
“In 25 years I see myself lobbying 
for things that matter to me—gay 
marriage, states rights, and American-
Israeli relations,” Ben commented.  
“I can see myself taking a leadership 
role in grassroots groups and never, 
ever slowing down.”  
 As for his life outside of 
the political realm, Ben says that 
of course he could see himself at 
“those fancy-shmancy restaurants” 
that lawyers always seem to go to, 
but the strongest image he gets is of  
“organizing a rally and grasping hold 
of the gay community” to promote 
the garnering of rights.   
 Junior Ananya Marathe too 
sees herself as a part of a political 

 Senior Gabriel Firestone credits 
his time at Hilltop Elementary for 
unearthing his true passion, theater.
     It happened in Mr. Bryce’s 6th grade 
science class when he received a flyer 
about tryouts for “Peter Pan.”  Before 
that very moment, Gabe said that he 
“never thought about trying theater” 
even though he enjoyed singing songs 
from musicals with his mom on long 
car trips. The flyer made it all “click,” 
Gabe said. 
     Throughout the years, Gabe has 
worked in a wide variety of plays. 
His first play was “Peter Pan.” Other 
plays include “Cheer Wars,” “Batboy,” 
“Urinetown,” “Les Misérables,” 
“Godspell,” “Hair,” “Pinocchio,” 
“42nd Street,” and “Pippin” to name 
a few. Right now, Gabe can be seen 
as Utterson, a main role, in the play 
“Jekyll and Hyde.”
     Not only does Gabe perform on 
stage, but he also finds himself singing 
and acting on both the radio and 
television. For the play “Godspell,” 
he was interviewed and sang 4 songs 
for the radio station, Ideastream. For 
the play “Les Misérables,” Gabe was 
on Channel 3 News. He recalls going 
down to the studio and singing live on 
set, an experience that he describes as 
“incredible, unbelievably fascinating.” 
Gabe was on TV two more times for 
promoting the plays “Urinetown” and 
“Batboy”. 
     “I don’t want to live the life style of a 
struggling actor looking and competing 
for work. Acting is a passion,” Gabe 
said when asked if he could see himself 
acting in the future. But, Gabe does 
see himself pursuing theater, working 
in the field of theater design and 
technology. This field of work includes 
lighting design, costume design, set 
design, sound, and the technical and 
mechanical aspects of making a show 
work. Thus, as of right now, Gabe’s 
number one choice for college next fall 
is Emerson College in Boston.
     Gabe took directing into his own 
hands when he worked at the Cleveland 
Clinic last summer as a creative 
learning intern. His job description 
was to work on high profile marketing 
projects with four other interns. Each 
intern was given a main project, and 
Gabe’s was to create a children’s music 
video to teach hand hygiene and health 
to kids (up to 2nd grade). For his video, 
Gabe made his very own hand puppets 
and wrote an original song. His music 
video can be seen on the website, that 
he created, www.clevelandclinic.org/
powerwashers. Gabe’s project won the 
gold and platinum 2008 MARCOM 
international award for marketing 
and communication professionals and 
was an official honorary for the 2009 
Webby awards.

Staff Writer
by Lauren Wyman

Staff Writer
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Ben Besunder prepares for his future in politics by reading the New York Times.
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Got Wheels?

Learn to drive in a Mini Cooper S 
Roadster with state certified 

instruction!

Only 8 classroom sessions mixed and 
matched to meet your schedule plus 4 in-

car sessions (2 hrs. each)

Classes held at 21600 Shaker Blvd. E. Shaker Hts.

Phone: 216-509-3574
Website: www.btwschoolofdriving.com

Mention this ad for a $65 discount!

Features

Student Profile: 
Gabe Firestone



Arts 
& 

Entertainment
Tarantino “Blasts” with Inglorious Basterds 

who plans to gain vengeance for the 
Nazis’ murder of her family. These 
two main revenge plots come together 
in an explosive finale that will ensure 
the dropping of your mouth, and keep 
your mind in a storm for a while after 
it’s over.

          So what had me a little uneasy 
in my seat at first was the sensitive 

topic on which the movie was based. 
There was never a point in the history 
of World War II that the Jews gained 
the upper hand in the anti-Semitic 
battle to inflict some serious Nazi 
butt-kicking. It was, in fact, quite 
fictional, and rather strange to see 
such a bold display of something that 
was so untrue.  
 I was caught between a state 
of vengeful satisfaction and disgrace 
that Quentin Tarantino would dare 
to mess with a history so tragic and 
change it to suit his own needs. 
 Yet after a few days’ 
thought, it grew on me, and I began 
to understand that it was not only 
the subject of the movie, but the 
expression that had me transfixed. 
The movie carries you straight to the 
hearts of the protagonists, anxiously 
pushing the audience forward in nail-
biting suspense. Through excessive 
yet aestheticized gore, long yet 
meaningful monologues, and a true 
mastery of the camera in its visual 
components, Inglorious Basterds adds 
one more to the list of Tarantino’s 
classics, and is a must-see for all who 
are looking for an intense and heart-
pounding moving picture to spice up 
a lazy night.

     As I came home from watching 
“Inglorious Basterds”, my mind was 
numb. I could barely concentrate on 
anything other than what I had just 
seen, a masterpiece of raw emotion 
brought to the screen, shown through 
vivid filming and a compelling score 
of everything from heart-grasping 
classical music to the cool groove of 
funk.
     It begins with a nerve-wracking 
scene as a Nazi official comes to 
search out a house in France for 
hiding Jews.
        “Jews are like rats,” he states 
as if it were fact, and goes on in an 
intense and indoctrinated monologue 
of the disgusting Nazi theory as to the 
reason that Jews must be removed.  
With this established, two heated 
revenge stories are blended in—that 
of a young Jewish escapee and that of 
the Inglorious Basterds.
 Lead by the tough American 
Brad Pitt, the titular Basterds is a 
division of the U.S. Army consisting 
of a few Jews with revenge-hardened 
hearts who run around wreaking 
havoc on the Nazis.  Their story soon 
weaves into the story of Shosanna 
Dreyfus, a young Jewish escapee 

By Amnon Carmi

Lebanese Restaurant Delights With “La Pita”

causing continuity to the overall look 
of the restaurant. The menu is placed 
high above the counter, making it easy 
to see. On the menu are various pictures 
of the food. While you wait, you can 
watch your food being made from 
your table, as you munch on pita and 
hummus, or pita and baba (an eggplant 
based dip very similar to hummus).  
 Although the restaurant is 
small, it is big in heart. The first sense 
you get upon entering the restaurant is 
a sense of being welcome. As soon as 
you are walking in you are greeted with 
smiling faces. Oftentimes the owner 
will even come out front and greet the 
customers while they are waiting for the 

food. Bechara emerges from the back 
with a plate of fresh pita and homemade 
tabouli salad; a traditional Mediterranean 
salad consisting of bulgar or cracked 
wheat, tomato, parsley and onions.
 No need to worry about burning 
a hole in your wallet here. All the items 
are reasonably priced ranging from four 
to six dollars per meal, making it the ideal 
restaurant for the frugal, or just someone 
looking for good eats at a nice price.  
 La Pita is a great place for 
students looking for an inexpensive place 
to eat lunch during perhaps some lengthy 
lunch periods. One thing you can always 
be assured if you eat here is that you will 
get a delicious meal at a delicious price. 

 La Pita, formally known 
as Tastee Bites, is located at 5416 
Mayfield Road. The name was changed 
in order to give the customer a better 
sense of the food they had there. 
    The restaurant is open Wednesday 
through Saturday. Owner, Charlotte 
Bechara was inspired by her mother’s 
recipes, which were very popular in 
her hometown, and decided to create a 
restaurant inspired by Lebanese cuisine, 
where her mother’s recipes would live on. 
Although most recipes are based off of 
her mother’s cuisine, Bechara added 
traditional twists to typical American 
foods—for example, steak wraps and 
chicken burgers. The chicken burger, 
which comes with the option of lettuce, 
tomatoes, onions and garlic sauce, is 
excellent. An added bonus, the meat is 
ground at the restaurant, so you are always 
ensured quality and freshness. Also good 
are the spinach wraps, which include 
seasoned spinach and your choice of 
cheese, (feta is strongly recommended.) 
These fresh, from scratch recipes are a 
perfect satisfaction for a hungry stomach. 
 Upon walking into La Pita, the 
first thing that catches your eyes are the 
chairs. The brightly colored cushions 
draw your attention to the intricately 
decorated backs, which consist of black 
spoons. The red and black of the chairs 
are contrasted with tan tiles, and walls 

“...a masterpiece of raw 
emotion brought to the 

screen...”

Bison Beat

11/4 Shaolin Warriors
 Playhouse Square

11/30 Flobots
 Grog Shop

12/2 Matisyahu
 House of Blues

**Photos by Rachael Silver

Staff Writer

A hungry customer peruses the menu of “La Pita”

by Rachael Silver

Staff Writer

Image source: Universal Studios
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occurred over the summer season, 
with the purpose of attracting young 
adults and young families, according 
to communications manager, James 
Kopniske. The trial program was a 
success, and while nothing specific 
has been planned quite yet, Kopniske 
assured that similar events will be on 
their way.
     Until then there are plenty of 
reasons to take advantage of the 
Museum’s free admission. With now 
two galleries open, there are many 
wonderful paintings, sculptures 
and photographs available for your 
viewing pleasure. The two galleries 
open are the East Wing, which 
contains contemporary and modern 
art such as impressionism and 
photography, and the 1916 building 
which includes early European and 
American art. Soon to open, are the 
antiquity galleries. This means that 

the Greek, Roman, and Byzantine era 
art are planned to be open spring of 
2010. While there is not going to be 

This column is devoted to bring light to places 
and events around Cleveland that students 
rarely visit, in order to end the complaint that 
“there is nothing to do.”
     Yes Cleveland is cold, yes there is 
rarely any sunshine and yes and yes 
Cleveland is going through perhaps 
a “crippling depression”; but there is 
an unappreciated entertainment scene 
that rarely any teens take advantage 
of.
     The first establishment that is going 
to be highlighted is the Cleveland 
Museum of Art.
     Recently the Art Museum hosted 
a murder mystery party, in which 
The Thinker outside the Museum, 
tragically destroyed in 1970, was the 
basis of the mystery (involving a secret 
conspiracy group) and the reason for 
the murder. This exciting event was 
part of a series of trial events that had 

something quite as big as the Solstice 
party to celebrate the opening of this 
gallery, there are festivities planned.
Though the art museum’s regular 
admission is always free there are 
some exceptions. Such exceptions 
are big planned events, and special 
exhibits. The upcoming exhibit is the 
Gauguin which will be open as of 
October fourth.
     Still claim you’re not interested 
in art? Kopniske suggests that you 
always “come in with an open mind.”  
You may just find something you 
like.
     To all those looking for volunteer 
hours or just wanting to get involved 
with the museum, the art museum 
also offers volunteer positions for 
students. Jobs would entail things 
like greeting at events.
     For all updates remember to check 
the art museum’s Facebook and Twitter 
pages.

Make a 
Difference.

ON NOVEMBER 3rd VOTE FOR 
BEACHWOOD’S NEXT 

GENERATION OF LEADERSHIP

BRIAN LINICK- BHS, CLASS OF ‘97 Paid for by the Committee to Elect Brian Linick, Andrew Spitz, Treasurer, 24340 Letchworth Road, Beachwood, Ohio 44122

Brian

Book Review: A Year Without Michael 
friends. Naturally, everyone becomes 
very worried and very sympathetic 
towards the Chapman family.  The loss 
of a child is quite possibly one of the 
most heart-wrenching experiences—
and Pfeffer brilliantly portrays this 
hole in the heart of the Chapman 
family throughout her novel.  
     The disappearance of Michael has 
resulted in other problems as well. 
For instance, Jody’s parents are not 
getting along as well; her friends 
are beginning to dislike her, and her 
sister Kay is becoming jaded by their 

circumstances.  When days, weeks, 
months, and years go by with no 
return of Michael, Jody wonders if 
she can keep her family and friends 
together while still trying to uncover 
the mystery of her missing brother.    
      This book teaches readers about 
the importance of family, friendships, 
and handling tragic situations. The 
pace picks up very quickly right at 
the beginning of the book, so stay 
hooked. Also, its books like these 
that sometimes aggravate you in the 
end (which I’m not going to tell you 

     Hey Beachwood! Do you want 
to read a really good book? Do you 
want to read a book that you like so 
much that you won’t want to put it 
down? Then take some time to read 
this article and when you’re finished, 
check out “The Year Without 
Michael,” by Susan Beth Pfeffer. 
   In this book, Jody Chapman is 
shocked when her brother Michael 
suddenly disappears after saying that 
he is going out to play baseball with his 

what it is), so just watch for that. 
      I would recommend this book 
to anyone who likes mysteries. This 
book ends chapters with moments of 
suspense, so it always engages the 
reader and pulls them into the next 
chapter, and the next, and the next.  
If you like this one, check out other 
books by Susan Beth Pfeffer, such as 
“The Dead and the Gone,” “Getting 
Even,” and “Head of the Class.”  You 
won’t want to live “without” it.  

The Thinker, bombed in 1970, ponders 
what to do in Clevleand.

by Jeff Zuckerman

Staff Writer

Murder Mystery Attracts Clevelanders to Art Museum  
by Rachael Silver

A&E

Staff Writer
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 Gallery  o  f  Success
Roe Green ‘66

Barry Minoff ‘66

Tina Tchen ‘74Michael Friedman ‘82

Then, Michael Friedman was participated in student council 
and in men’s soccer.

Now, Friedman is known through NE Ohio as the “Ganley 
Man” as he is a very successful car salesman.  

Then, Sanford Colb participated in yearbook and student 
council.

Now, Colb is a renowned intellectual property lawyer in Israel 
and mans a farm-the produce of which is all donated to charity

Then, Roe Green  was pictured as a member of the skiing club.
Now, Green is a patron of the arts in NE Ohio and a 

philanthropist as the founder of the “Roe Green Foundation”

Then, Tina Tchen parcipated in student council and Introspect.
Now, Tchen employed in the Obama Administration as the 

Deputy Assistant to President Barack Obama and the Director 
of the Office of Public Engagement for the White House  

Then, Barry Minoff participated in JV Golf.
Now, Minoff is the CEO of internationally renowned lighting 

company, Kichler Lighting. 

THEN... ...NOW

Sanford Colb ‘66
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 Gallery  o  f  Success
Frankie Goldberg ‘82

Lauren Miller Spilman ‘82

Eric Sorkin ‘78

Marilyn Nachman ‘78Stanley Goldman ‘71

Then, Frankie Goldberg was an excellent student, excelling in 
many areas

Now, Goldberg is a councilwoman for the city of University 
Heights and dedicates much time to Jewish organizations

Then, Eric Sorkin participated in wrestling and soccer.
Now, Sorkin is the CEO of ImmTech Pharmaceuticals, a 

company that develops medicines for diseases ranging from 
African Sleepng Sickness to Malaria.  

Then, Lauren Miller Spilman was a participant of the 
vocational Art program

Now, Spilman is an active philanthropist in various 
organizations including the Metroparks Zoo and the Cleveland 

Clinic

Then, Marilyn Nachman participated in Ecology Club and the 
dance troupe.  

Although Marilyn is deceased, she would have continued her 
work as an advocate for children with learning disabilites today

Then, Stanley Goldman participated in Band/Orchestra and 
football.

Now, Goldman is a proud owner of nine patents, with six more 
pending.  

Rick Frires ‘71

Then, Rick Frires was a participant in Football and Track.
Now, Frires is a doctor who travels the world giving medical 

care and advice to indigent populations.

Photos courtesy 
of The Gallery of 
Success Committee 
and The Oculus.
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Education Is Not a Business
the tests.  
     Isn’t it unfair to suppose that a 
school in such a district would be 
higher in the Newsweek rankings? 
     Furthermore, a teacher’s job is 
to convey, to the best of his ability, 
instructional material to the students 
in a way that students can apply 
throughout their lives. 

               While 
educators 
may do 
everything 
in their 
power to 
encourage 
students to 
challenge 
themselves 
and take 
t h e s e 
d i f f i c u l t 
c l a s s e s , 

they cannot coerce a student to do so, 
regardless of whether the student has 
no interest or is simply not prepared 
for such a demanding class. 
     How can this be interpreted as an 
educational failure when in reality, 

the quantity of students taking AP 
classes is largely contingent on the 
character and ability of the student 
body? Are educators to be viewed as 
poor for doing an excellent job but 
not meeting this arbitrary judgment? 
And why is it to be assumed that 
taking an AP test translates to being 
qualified in the subject? Isn’t that 
a matter of investigating the actual 
score received on the exam?  
    The standards used to judge 
education need a sweeping 
overhaul, despite the fact that BHS 
was ranked among the best schools 
in the country. 
   Competition between schools 
that fosters innovation in 
education, improvements in 
school management, and generally 
increases the quality of learning is 
a good thing; but the Newsweek 
system encourages manipulative 
and downright abhorrent 
administration. 
  Education is an institution, not 
a business. Let us preserve its 
integrity.

tests taken by all students at a school 
divided by the number of graduating 
seniors. 
   Not only does this equation 
not      measure the degree to which 
students succeed on these tests, but 
the numbers in the equation are 
entirely mutable to begin with. 
   For example, many schools on 
the list are 
public magnet 
p r o g r a m s 
r e q u i r i n g 
students to 
pass a test 
to get into 
the school.  
S t u d e n t s 
in these 
programs are 
much more 
likely to be 
enrolled in AP 
classes.     
 Additionally, some school districts 
pay the AP testing fees for their 
students, which would result in 
a larger percentage of students 
enrolling in the classes and taking 

     This year, BHS moved to 425 from 
561 on the Newsweek list of top high 
schools in the United States.  This is 
good news.  But a close look at the 
ranking system makes me wonder 
just how much we can celebrate.
     Education is not a business. This 
is       not to say that our wonderful 
faculty at BHS should not be 
compensated for their educational 
efforts – far from it, in fact. But the 
arbitrary system of ranking schools 
set forth by Newsweek seems to do 
more harm than good. 
   State funding for public schools is 
based largely upon local tax levies 
– and if parents are dissatisfied with 
a ranking according to Newsweek, 
then why should they be inclined to 
vote for a tax increase? 
     The equation used to determine 
these rankings is inherently 
absurd to begin with; schools are 
ranked based on the number of 
Advanced Placement, International 
Baccalaureate and/or Cambridge 

by Alex Wertheim

Health Care Reform: Liberal vs. Conservative

18,000 people die every year because 
they lack health care coverage. 
People are denied coverage because 
of pre-existing conditions. Half of all 
bankruptcies are caused by medical 
expenses. Most embarrassingly, we’re 
the only industrialized nation without 
a universal health care system.
     Within our patchwork system, there 
is a tremendous amount of inefficiency. 
We spend around $2.5 trillion a year 
(and rising) – the most in the world 
– on health care, but administrative 
costs swallow about one-third of this. 
According to Dartmouth researchers, 
Medicare wastes $1 out of every $3 it 
spends, and, as anyone who has been 
hospitalized for a few days knows, 
prices are outlandish.
     The status quo hurts everyone. 
As prices soar, small businesses 
struggle, as do workers. Some people 
have to choose between medication 
and food. Nevertheless, some believe 
government shouldn’t interfere: let 
the free market work.
     The free market doesn’t always 
work, though. It costs money and 
destroys lives, as we saw when our 
economy nearly collapsed recently. 
We need government intervention 
through a public option: an insurance 
plan that would compete against 
private insurers. Since the government 
can negotiate lower rates with 
hospitals, the public option would 
be inexpensive, forcing insurers to 
lower their premiums, benefitting 
everyone.
Again and again, we’ve defended our 
fundamental values: against Britain, 
against fellow Americans, and against 
the tyranny of dictators. Health care 
reform is another link in that proud 
tradition; it is our way of proclaiming 
that we value life over money and 
pragmatism over partisanship.

     On September 9, President Obama 
addressed Congress and the American 
people on health care reform. Initially, 
his speech drew bipartisan applause. 
But then he ventured into territory 
that Rep. Joe Wilson (R-SC) found 
questionable. Discussing illegal 
immigrants and reform, Obama 
stated, “There are those who claim…
reform efforts would insure illegal 
immigrants. This…is false.” It was 
at that point that Wilson had had 
enough. Furiously, rashly, wrongly, 
and childishly, he shouted, “You lie,” 
his voice resounding in the relatively 
quiet chamber.
   Besides being an unheard-of 
breach of protocol, Wilson’s retort 
encapsulated the entire debate. In this 
debate, however, the liars have been 
the Republicans and special interest 
groups. 
     Over the past few months, they 
slung   mud, coined catchy phrases, 
and yelled – anything to distract 
you and your parents. They created 
controversies over Obama’s birthplace, 
non-existent “death panels,” and 
even a nonpartisan address to 
schoolchildren. Some town hall 
protestors compared Obama to Hitler; 
others bandied about that tired refrain 
– “socialism.” One brainwashed man 
told his representative to “keep your 
government hands off my Medicare” 
– a government-run program. 
   Essentially, the opposition to 
health care has prevented a reasoned 
debate. Because of this, voters are 
sharply divided, with a recent Gallup 
poll showing equal amounts for and 
against it and a whopping one-quarter 
(24%) undecided.
     However, it’s clear. Reform makes 
sense. According to the Census 
Bureau, the number of uninsured 
rose to 46.3 million in 2008, and the 
Institute of Medicine reports that 

 Obama believes that a 
universal health care system should 
be implemented to effectively 
resolve the health care problem. 
Unfortunately, a government-
run health care system that can 
be efficient and not contribute a 
“dime to our deficit” is unrealistic, 
especially considering the history 
of government-run programs.
Democrats claim that consumers 
who find the universal health care 
plan unsatisfactory will be able to 
choose between a private or public 
option. This is a deception.  The 
current system will be aversely 
affected by the creation of a public 
option, leaving consumers without 
any real “choice” in the matter. 
The current health care system is 
overstretched, and expanding it 
by 47 million more people will 
be a colossal burden.  The mere 
creation of a public option will 
make the system implode.  The sad 
part here is that even in attempting 
to help the poor, everyone will 
be hurt by the crowded universal 
healthcare system. Bishop Harry 
Jackson explained “my life is not 
worth less because I’m worth 
more financially...There’s a reverse 
classism in this whole issue.”
     Who is going to pay for this 
trillion-dollar program?  The 
taxpayers?  China? Either answer 
is scary because it means that our 
government is frivolously spending 
money that we don’t have on a 
program that seems unstable, rushed 
and poorly planned. Obama’s 
promises of reform are proving 
to be hollow. Under Obama, our 
federal deficit is growing at a 
faster rate than it did under Bush. 
Another problem with nationalized 

healthcare is that rationing of care 
will expand. Even now, we have 
waiting lists for organs and surgery. 
If we allow millions of new people 
to enter the system, even greater 
rationing will occur. Even people 
who earn money and buy their own 
insurance will be unable to receive 
proper care.
     A proper solution is reform. 
Enabling people to pay for 
themselves is much better than 
allowing the government to take 
over an industry. To cover millions 
of people in a cost-effective way, the 
industry’s costs must be lowered. 
First, medical malpractice law needs 
to be rewritten. The Massachusetts 
Medical Society found that five out of 
six doctors use defensive medicine, 
recommending tests and procedures 
that aren’t necessary but are done 
to prevent legal issues, representing 
roughly 25% of a standard medical 
bill. Also, according to the Pacific 
Research Institute, $200 billion is 
used for legal defense. Even if half 
of that money were distributed to 
poor families all over the country, 
it would leave $20,000 per family, 
so they could buy their own 
insurance. 
     Additionally, the government 
needs to eliminate the connection 
between health insurance and 
employment.  This system keeps 
people working at jobs they may not 
like while keeping companies alive 
due to the quality of their healthcare 
plans rather than their products.  
It would be better to make health 
insurance available on an individual 
basis.  This would allow for real 
competition across state lines, and 
forcing companies to lower their 
rates. 

Staff Writer

by Scott Remer
Staff WriterLiberal

“And why is it to be assumed 
that taking an AP test 

translates to being qualified in 
the subject?  

Isn’t that a matter of 
investigating the actual score 

received on the exam?”

Beachwood High School Students Sound Off

by Joe Hendlin

Staff Writer
Conservative
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    Having to go to Mr. Chase’s office for being late to class-thereby making 
you even later to class-is kind of odd.
     Getting to sit in the in-school conference room with a laptop-unsupervised-
for missing school makes me contort my eyebrows into various states of 
curvature.
     But now, BHS, I would have to say that a recent incident has even 
exceeded my expectations of Beachwood quirkiness.
     For those who don’t know what I’m referring to, here’s the Readers 
Digest version of the situation: after the Top Twelve Homecoming assembly, 
a senior boy who loves unicycles and mangy hair printed out pieces of 
paper that said “Vote (Unnamed Student) for Homecoming Queen!  Fight 
Sexism!” “Do You Like Unicycles?  Vote For Me!” and the like, and with 
the help of some accomplices he taped these fliers to the walls in the front 
hallway.  
     Funny, right?
     Some people certainly didn’t think so.
    During 10th period Calculus B/C, Vice Principal Chase came into the 
room and requested the company of this student, the manly queen.  Chase 
scolded him for for making a mockery of a school event and told him to see 
him “after school” to find out about his punishment.
     Yet what the real mockery is the fact that this student got in trouble for 
something so obviously harmless and comical. 
     To make rules illegitimate, make a lot of them—and make them 
unenforceable.
     In this case, the rule of “let’s give out detentions to any kid that wants 
to parody school traditions” is just silly.  And if that’s going to be the 
rule from now on, then-hey-let’s get rid of the April Fools edition for the 
Beachcomber: wouldn’t want to get a detention for that!  And, you know 
that thing, Spirit Week!  A complete mockery—especially of the teachers…
and so, detention for all who have ever participated!  But, since that’s 
obviously not the case, why are these long standing traditions allowed to 
continue while this student was immediately called out for doing something 
similarly satirical?
     To answer that question, the school doesn’t frown upon the April Fools 
edition or Spirit Week because they are both “in good fun”—and yet so 
were his posters.  He didn’t have any ulterior motives to take down the 
BHS establishment or stick it to the top twelve girls who were legitimately 
voted, but rather, as everybody who knows him intimately would say, he 
was just “being himself.”
      So to give punishment to a student who was just being himself—to 
the harm of nothing but perhaps the school’s OCD—is laughable in and of 
itself.
    When asked about the rationale behind this student’s punishment, Mr. 
Chase commented, “The custodial staff and the administrators had to pick 
up the mess that this student left.”  Chase went on to say that the real issue 
at hand was the “disrespect” that this student showed the janitorial staff 
and the school in general.  Additionally, Chase said that the fact that this 
student printed out “about 50” signs in the midst of a budget problem in 
Beachwood also displeased him.  
      And yet the fact still remains that this student was punished for doing 
something that students in all clubs do-printing out ten gagillion signs that, 
by Newton’s law, inevitably fall to the ground.    
   If you are going to make a rule, make it not only enforceable, but 
reasonable.  If the school starts giving out detentions for the most random 
of things, it will stifle student creativity and make for a very unpleasant 
learning environment.
     So, to the administration and its silly rules—lighten up.
     It was just a joke.  

This is getting a bit ridiculous.
 As a senior taking five 
AP classes, I must say that this is 
ridiculous.
 I feel like the pea in the 
“Princess and the Pea”—mattress-like 
books piled upon me, the princess-
like teachers not feeling a thing. And 
I’m waiting for that real princess 
of reform to finally take note of the 
bump known as Lauren Wyman in the 
mattresses of textbooks, notebooks, 
homework assignments, and laptops 
piled upon me.  
 I mean, seriously.  What with 
ten pages of AP Modern European 
homework each night in addition 
to AP Chemistry work, AP English 
readings and papers, AP Physics 
Webassigns, and college apps, I think 
that my pea-like self is going to make 
pea-soup very very soon.  
      All of this homework is not only 
excessive but often unnecessary. 
Beyond the school’s mission statement 
of training students as “Intellectual 
Entrepreneurs” the whole idea of 
high school is to prepare students for 
college.  Yes?  Yes. 
 And yet in my senior year 
of high school—the first month no 
less—I’m staying up later than all of 
my college friends, and I have to say 
that even though most of them are 
going to highly selective schools I’m 
getting way more homework than 
they are.
 How’s that for “adequate 
preparation”?
 Yes, I have to agree that over 
preparation is a good thing—to an 
extent.  Beachwood may make college 
seem easy, but getting into college 
is the difficult thing now.  How on 
Earth are we supposed to finish all 
of our homework to our teacher’s 
satisfaction and perfect our college 
applications? 
 If you want to prepare us for 
college, let us get there first.   
 And so for all teachers of AP 
classes, I have a proposal to make 
you.  Seeing as in every way you guys 
remind us that “This is an AP course!  
Expect it to be a college-level class!” 
let’s take it one step further.  Let’s 
cut down the course to perhaps three 
tests, two papers, and a midterms 
and final exam to further emulate the 
college professors that you strive to 
be akin to.
 Not only would this give us a 
taste of college life and the work ethic 
that we’ll need next year in whatever 
university we attend, but it would 
significantly cull the stress associated 
with senior year.
 I am convinced that by 
lightening the workload but 
maintaining the same expectations of 
excellence, the teachers of AP classes 
will receive those coveted “5s” on 
the AP exams all the same.  Maybe 
not as many—but for that small of 
a sacrifice seniors may actually see 
that they can get work done without 
staying up into the Witching Hour on 
a daily basis.    
   Here’s a plea to save the seniors’ 
sanity.
   Here’s a plea to end this madness.
   Lighten the load, save the students. 
 

A Plea for Sanity

Free (Unnamed Student)!

The Beachcomber, through its editorial pages, provides an open forum for student expression. This newspaper is equally dedicated to affording an opportunity to all BHS students, 
staff, alumni, parents, and community residents to express their opinions on these pages.

All unsigned editorials appearing in The Beachcomber represent the opinions of the editorial board. They do not necessarily reflect the views of the student body, the staff, or the 
administration of Beachwood High School. 

The Beachcomber welcomes all letters to the editor, whether critical, complimentary, or informative. They must be signed, although names will be withheld upon request in cases 
that may be awkward or embarrassing to the writer. Letters should be addressed to The Beachcomber, 25100 Fairmount Blvd., Beachwood, OH, 44122, or delivered to the editors or a 
secretary in the main office, attention Lauren Wyman. To contact Beachcomber adviser Josh Davis, please email him at jmd@beachwoodschools.org

by Lauren “Why Man?”
Staff Writer

     Bob Dylan. Michael Jackson.  
Elvis Presley. Pink Floyd. The Beach 
Boys.  The Beatles. These are some 
of the greatest musicians of the 
past 60 years. They had the talent 
and ability to perform without the 
technological crutches that modern 
artists lean on so heavily these 
days. There was no lip-synching, 
there was no auto tuner.  If it was 
raining out, somebody picked up an 
acoustic guitar and played anyway.  
When these artists performed live, 
it sounded, aside from the screams 
of their fans, like a studio recording.  
These artists epitomize talent.
     Today’s musical scene is 
despicable.  Our “musicians” have 
no talent.  T-Pain, and most other hip 
hop artists, make excessive use of the 
auto-tuner, Rihanna sounds exactly 
like every other female singer (think 
Miley Cyrus + Katy Perry), and 
“rock” bands like Nickelback repeat 
the same song on every album with 
different words.  As The Fratellis put 
it in their song Milk and Money, “The 
radio is silent, except for wicked 
bands, sounding like the last one, 
always in demand.”
     Unfortunately, the low amount of 
talent present in the music industry is 
representative of many other areas of 
our society and culture today.  Most 
closely related is modern dance.  
Dirty dancing, or “grinding” as it is 
more commonly referred to is very 
common at school dances.  To “grind” 
one person, usually a guy, puts his 
pelvic region behind the pelvic region 
of another person, usually a girl. The  
girl then rubs herself on the the guy 
in the crotch region.  
     There are several things disturbing 
about this kind of dancing. First, 
assuming that the person in the back 
is a guy, this will cause him to become 
sexually aroused. Intense motion in 
the crotch region for a guy might as 
well be sex. Unfortunately, many 
girls do not realize this and think of 
grinding as a “cool” way to dance.  
     Grinding is also symbolic of 
the degradation of our society in 
that it requires little to no talent to 
participate in.  There are no fancy 
steps to learn or classes to take.  To 
grind, all one has to do is walk up 
behind or in front of another person 
and start rubbing.  
     Another symbol of how far our 
culture has fallen is our fashion sense.  
A fancy vest over a T-shirt?  Girls in 
short skirts for Homecoming?  These 
styles bring out the worst in people 
because they demonstrate that the 
person put forth no effort to even 
appear to have any class.
     Through Soulja Boy, grinding, 
and casual clothing, the once classy 
Homecoming has been reduced to the 
level of the average dance.  Look at 
the 1969 Homecoming picture on the 
previous page. The guys are wearing 
bow ties and respectfully dancing 
with their dates. The infestation 
of “dirty dancing” and talentless 
musicians in our high school forces 
one to wonder whether our society 
has any culture at all.  Please, when 
deciding what to wear or how to 
dance this Homecoming, keep your 
civility in mind.

A Plea for Decency
by Sam Lowenkamp

Staff Writer
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Go Team: Football Team has Winning Streak 
the team coming together, as well 
as, younger kids stepping up like 
having a sophomore, Alex Hohl, as 
quarterback.”
     While much of this year’s success 
can be attributed to moving to a 
smaller division, it is unfair to say 
that is the sole reason.  Teams and 
schools in comparable size are falling 
to the football team like dominoes, 
while they continue to hold up a 
fight against much larger teams and 
schools.
     When asked about the football 
team’s success, senior offensive 
lineman Jeremy Margolis states, “A 
lot of younger kids stepped up as well 
as new upperclassmen additions such 
as Jamaal and Landon.”
   Under the leadership of 
upperclassmen Matthew Sabroff, 
Stephen Yarbrough, Sam Bernstien, 
who’ve all played for the 0-10 season 
of 2006, Beachwood High School 
can finally have pride in their football 
team.

   For the first time in a long 
time, the Beachwood High School 
football team is having a winning 
season. After coming away with an 
impressive win against Wickliffe and 
annihilating teams like Cleveland 
East, Conneaut, and most recently, 
Newbury, they are starting to come 
together, starting the season off with 
an impressive 6-1 record.
 In response, the community is 
following their lead.  With large 
crowds and petitions for Friday night 
stadium lights, the city of Beachwood 
and its residents are noticeably 
showing their support. Increased 
support and newly found confidence 
has led to the football team in piling 
up the wins. 
     Senior wide receiver Stephen 
Yarbrough attributes much of the 
team’s success to confidence and unity. 
He states, “A lot of our confidence 
is going to a smaller division and 

by Matt Jacobs

New Athletic Director Brings Hope of Success
by Danny Rose

up questions to those on the online 
applications. “I was confident I would 
make it to the actual interviews, I had 
the advantage of already knowing 
everyone,” says Peters. Next came 
a face-to-face interview with Mr. 
Hardis and Dr. Wagner. After making 
it passed the initial interview round, 
then came a second and more 
interview with Mr. Hardis, Mrs. 
LaGalbo, Dr. Markwardt, a former 
Boosters president, and two students. 
   Last was an interview with Mr. 
Hardis, Mr. Chase, Dr. Markwardt, 
and Mrs. Mills. “This interview was 
very intense, but I was sure I was in at 
this point, I wanted to interview them 
as well to not only make sure I was 
the right fit for the job, but that the 
job was the right fit me for me” 
Peters says the biggest challenge 
he will face is to “create a winning 

mindset and to change the culture.”  
The community as a whole is pleased 
with its academics, but at the same 
time also seems to be content with 
just “okay” athletics. To Peters, this 
is a problem. “We are not losers, 
we are winners, and if we strive to 
make improvements daily we can be 
successful.”
     Going off of success, senior 
football player Stephan Yarbrough 
attributes the football teams current 
success to some new leadership by 
Coach Peters. “He would have some 
alumni come and talk to us before 
games.” Yarbrough says. “Its an 
inspirational outlook on the game, 
and prepares us and pumps us up.”  
Although this is just one sport at the 
beginning of the year, new trends 
have been seen at other sports as 
well. Cross country runner Matt 
Banchek says that he saw Coach 
Peters at their home meet.        
     Another big challenge Peters 
will have to face is to change the 
mindsets of his coaches. If Peters 
asks a coach how their team is doing 
and they say great, he doesn’t call it 
a day, he is going to ask the coach 
how his entire program is. “Coaches 
need to work their entire programs, 
not just the teams at their age level, 
that’s how success is created.”
   “Everyone needs to love 
Beachwood. No other community 
in the country is like Beachwood, 
everyone knows everyone, it’s just 
a very special place” It is attitudes 
like this that is going to make Peters 
a very successful athletic director. 
With his focus and determination, as 
well as his compassion for athletes 
not only for athletics, but the people 
they are, is going to put Ryan Peters 
on the road to victory. 

every aspect of his life. 
     After high school, Peters earned 
his B.A. at the Miami University 
followed by a JD at the Cleveland 
Marshal School of Law. Before 
becoming the athletic director, Peters 
had a successful job in commercial 
real estate. “I liked my job, I was 
successful, but I didn’t love my job, 
and I needed to love my job; I’ve 
wanted to be the Athletic Director 
at Beachwood since I was in high 
school,” Peters also had the upper 
edge by living in the community 
and being well known for his Bison 
spirit and enthusiasm. 
     Like with any job, there was an 
application process. When Peters 
found out about the job position, 
he filled out the initial online 
application. From there, there was a 
phone screen, just a series of follow 

    “One of my biggest rewards is 
to see kids be successful beyond 
their sports,” says Beachwood High 
School’s new Athletic Director Ryan 
Peters. “The coaches need to focus 
on Bison pride, and let their athletes 
know how important it is to be apart 
of this wonderful community” Peters 
realizes how important teammates 
are, regardless of the sport, and is 
going to encourage the coaches to 
help the athletes contribute to each 
others success, and to focus on 
victory. 
     After growing up in Beachwood 
and attending Beachwood High 
School, Peters left an awesome 
athletic legacy. Graduating in 
1992, Peters was a four-time state 
qualifier in the sport of wrestling. 
His freshman year “was an okay 
state tournament” says Peters, 
“Sophomore year I was 2nd in the 
state, and I lost to a kid who was 
eventually a 3x state champ.” 
     With that behind him, Peters had a 
very promising junior year career till 
a shoulder injury ended his season 
short at the district tournament. “I 
was 28-0 with 26 pins going into 
the tournament, no one could touch 
me, and no one was going to, I 
came back senior year, but blew out 
my shoulder towards the beginning, 
ending my wrestling career at 
Beachwood High School.”
     Peters never reached his goal 
as being a state champion, and that 
is “still hanging over his head.” His 
silver medal in his office is always 
going to remind him to stay focused, 
stay driven, and to stay determined, 
not only in his new job, but also in 
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New Athletic Director Ryan Peters smiles for the camera.
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Senior Jamaal Sumbry makes a magnificant catch against the Spartans.
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