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our district. As a result, the 
Beachwood school system-as 
well as many others in the region-
now face budget cuts. 
     When the decision to cut first 
came about, many students, 
faculty, and community members 
feared that the cuts would be 
drastic, such as losing academic 
teachers and electives. However, 
the cuts now appear to be 
smaller. For example, library 
staff will be kept at current 
levels, although there was some 
thought that library staff would 
be reduced.
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     Making mistakes is all a part of 
growing up.  Yet, as four BHS students 
recently found out, it can also be 
extremely costly.  
     On Wednesday, May 20th, five-
six period was cut short by a fire 
alarm.   Though BHS has drills, the 
administration was alerted at once, 
since no drill had been planned for 
that time.  
     From the time that the fire alarm 
went off, it took a little over a minute 
to get everyone out of the building.  
During that time, Principal Robert 
Hardis along with Jeff Smith, the 
supervisor of buildings and grounds, 

Fire breaks out at BHS by Suzanne Schiavone, Staff Writer

     Although the quick work of the 
Beachwood Fire Department prevented 
the spread of the fire, the school was 
closed for the rest of the day, much to 
the excitement of the student body, 
and for the following day as well.  
During this time period, Servicemaster, 
a cleaning company, was able to come 
in and quickly work on fire damage 
control.  
     Because the locker room is not 
highly flammable (made mostly of 
metal and concrete), the main thing 
that the company had to do was take 
care of was the smoke damage.  The 
only things to actually be removed 
were the four lockers that were the 
center of the blaze.  However, the 
room will receive a new paintjob, 
everything has been washed down, and 
the damaged lockers will be replaced.  
The school replaced the contents of the 
lockers, which were mostly combustible 
materials.  Students submitted lists of 

destroyed belongings and the school 
was able to replace them through the 
insurance policy.    
     As the students milled in the 
parking lot during the fire, rumors 

School district adjusts to budget shortfall

BHS rallies against genocide

by Rachael Silver, Staff Writer

and John Heisler, a member of the maintenance staff, 
used the fire alarm monitor to locate where the alarm 
was set off.  They were thus directed in the location of 
the boiler room.  However, after arriving and not seeing 
anything suspicious, they left.  At this point, it became 
apparent that the location of the fire was the boys’ locker 
room, where dark smoke was billowing out.  Around four 
minutes had passed, the first firefighter had arrived.  

     While the United States has 
been coping with a recession 
since the beginning of 2008, it 
wasn’t until recently that the 
Beachwood City School District 
began to feel the sting of the 
economic situation. 
     In an October interview, 
school board Treasurer Michelle 
Mills said that the district was 
“fortunate” when it came to our 
financial situation. However, 
since that interview, the 
recession has deepened, and 
the state of Ohio made cuts 
that would drastically affect 

     “We had to do a little belt 
tightening,” Mills explained in a 
May interview. At publication, 
fifteen staff members will be 
affected, either by having 
shortened hours, a shortened 
number of days, or having their 
positions cut all together. 
     “We tried to reduce in areas 
that would least affect our kids,” 
explained Mills, suggesting that 
changes in the years to come 
may not be as noticeable as some 
thought. 
     However, some students 
will be directly affected. At the 

high school, tutor Curt Staver, 
and Patsy Morrison, tutor and 
yearbook adviser, were notified 
that their positions were going 
to be cut next year. Both worked 
with a wide range of students 
who will no longer be able to 
benefit from their help. 
     “I’m very concerned about 
these students,” Ms. Morrison 
said regarding the current 
students she has been working 
with. However, Principal Robert 
Hardis maintained that the 
students would still receive 

Photo by Mareisha Curry

Superintendent Markwardt confers with 
Fire Department officials on May 20th.

Continued on pg. 7

     On May 22nd, the Amnesty 
International chapter at BHS 
hosted a rally for Darfur in the 
library courtyard.  
    Restaurants like Pizzazz, 
Subway, Chipotle, and Currito 
donated food and gift cards, while 
stores like Wal-Mart donated 
disposable silverware.  The rally 
also featured talks from two 
guest speakers, Akol Madut and 
Dominic Mel, “lost boys” who had 
seen the atrocities in the Darfur 
region first hand.  The rally was an 
opportunity to raise awareness 
about the genocide.
     The rally was also a good 
opportunity for BHS students to 

By Ben Ducoff, Staff Writer

Continued on pg. 7

see some local bands.  Students 
as well as area musicians 
performed throughout the 
night to the cheerful crowd, 
which was estimated to be 
around 150 people.  
     The rally, which was held 
to raise awareness about the 
genocide in Sudan, had, “a fun 
and relaxing environment,” 
according to sophomore 
Monica Arkin. A slideshow 
depicting images of Darfur and 
many facts about the crisis was 
also projected on the wall to 
add to the atmosphere.  
     Overall, the student body 
reacted positively to the rally.  
Many students expressed an 

interest in attending if 
Amnesty International were 
to host another rally next 
year, although Deegan 
expresses the hope that 

“we don’t need a next 
time”.  The conflict 
in the Darfur region 
of Sudan has been 
recognized by the US 
government as ethnic 
genocide.  The Coalition 
for International Justice 
has estimated that over 
100,000 people have 
already been killed.  The 
rally hosted by Amnesty 

International was meant 
to raise awareness for the 
conflict and also raise funds 

to help families in the region.

Relay for Life poorly attended
     Year after year, 
Beachwood 
High School, 
along with 
countless other 
high schools 
and colleges 
across the 
country, hosts 
Relay for Life, 
an all night 
event intended 
to raise money 
for the American 
Cancer Society.  
And year after year, 
more and more 
people can say that they have 
been affected in some way by 
cancer.  
     Unfortunately, Beachwood 
usually fares somewhat poorly in 
terms of attendance.  This year, 
around four hundred people, 
both students from BHS and 
members of the community, 
came in total over the entire 
eighteen hour event, which went 
from the evening of May ninth to 
the morning of May tenth.  With 
that in mind, around 2,000 dollars 
were raised.  Although that is 
by no means a small sum, even 
last year, which was considered 
to be a slow year, between five 
and six hundred people were in 
attendance, at least a hundred 
more than this year.  
     The reasons for low attendance 
are countless and clearly cannot 
be attributed to any one factor.  

Craig Alexander, the organizer 
for the high school, believes 
that it was largely due to the 
weather, which forced the 
event inside to the  south 
gym, as well as other school 
activities, AP testing (as the 
Relay was in between the 
first and second week) and 
a general lack of community 
support and involvement.  
One reason cited numerous 
times by students, particularly 
seniors, was AP testing, as 
the second week consisted 
largely of the science tests, 
which are mainly taken by 
seniors.  In order to solve this 
problem of a lack of support 
for the cause, Alexander plans 
on communicating closely 
with the American Cancer 
Society in order to find a better 
way to raise money for the 
organization.    

By Suzanne Schiavone, Staff Writer
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Akol Madut, one of the “lost boys”, 
speaks at the Rally for Darfur

Students sell baked goods at the Relay for Life in order 
to raise money for the American Cancer Socety
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Got Spirit?  Spirit week gets redefined by Blake Atherton, Staff Writer

   BHS Spirit Week 2009 
made waves from the very 
start when one of its most 
sacred traditions, senior 
cheating, was debated and 
eventually omitted from the 
2009 event.  This decision 
sparked controversy, causing 
a disgusted senior class to 
walk out from the first event, 
Jeopardy.  
   Not all seniors felt wronged 
by the controversial decision, 
however.  “I didn’t really care, 
to be honest,” senior Abram 
Feldman commented. 
   In fact, some seniors 
even acknowledged the 
Freshmen’s aptitude when 
the “Frosh” were crowned 
champions. 

   “I’m actually happy they 
(the freshmen) got the 
opportunity to win, unlike 
us,” continued Feldman, “and 
even happier they did so on 
their own merit, once again, 
unlike us.” 
   In fact, as the weeks have 
gone by, and Spirit Week 
2009 is no longer quite as 
fresh in our minds, it seems 
that the motion to make spirit 
week fair is more universally 
accepted. 
   “It’s about time they started 
making stuff fair,” said senior 
Nicky Espinosa, “It’s more fun 
that way.” 
   That being said, the seniors 
are admittedly somewhat 
bitter at the idea of having 
to watch their predecessor 

classes win 
handily 
each 
year, yet 
desperately 
failing when 
their time 
comes.  
“I still think 
the seniors 
should win 
in the end,” 
continued 
Espinosa. 
“That’s just 
a sign of 
respect to 

the seniors. We’ve paid 
our dues and aren’t 
asking that much.”
        Heading the 
movement to make 
Spirit Week fairer was 
junior adviser and 
Spirit Week planner 
Karissa Piper. “It 
started years ago,” 
began Piper. “And 
Señora Cayne was 
the original architect 
of the plan for 
fairness.” 
Piper continued, 
“I had students question 
my ethics if I let the seniors 
cheat,” she stated, “that made 
it an issue I had to advocate.” 
Student Activities Director 
Craig Alexander said, “It 
seemed to inspire the other 
classes to actually try.” 
He continued, “Seniors in 
previous years didn’t do as 
much cheating as people 
think.”
        Beyond the decision to 
make the events fair, there 
was also a question, during 
the scheduling weeks prior 
to Spirit Week, about which 
events to include and how 
much of the day to utilize. 
“I think it should have taken 
up more school,” stated 
freshman Matt Levine, “And 
we should’ve done dodge 

ball.”
        Despite these trivial disputes, Spirit 
Week 09 was widely considered a success. 
Right from the start, the Freshman class 
was motivated by their newly granted 
shot at victory, and proceeded to win or 
finish runner-up in multiple events.  
This included winning a crucial swim-relay 
(in which all three opposing classes were 
disqualified) that ended up deciding the 
competition. 
     “It sets a bar for the freshman 
class to have to maintain this level of 
participation,” said Alexander.
     Moreover, despite a rough start, the 
senior class made a run at the title, and 
finished runner-up, leaving the spirited 
Just Juniors and the not-so-spirited 
Sophomore “Survivors” in the dust. All in 
all, many would agree Spirit Week 2009 
truly lived up to its name, and allowed all 
to enjoy a fun week of games and friendly 
intra-school competition.

Reflections on Leadership: 
Interviews with outgoing Student Council President Marla Lipsyc and  incoming President Andrew Darvin

by Ena Jones, Staff Writer

attendance at school dances.  
     One of Marla’s unique qualities 
is how much she truly enjoyed, 
and cared, not only about being 
President, but also about each 
person’s opinions.  As Craig 
Alexander put it ,“The most 
impressive quality of Marla would 
be the way she wants to make 
sure everyone’s voice is heard.”  
     From planning school dances 
to caring about every student 
in the High School, to just being 
a great leader, Marla Lipsyc has 
been a remarkable President.  As 
Tracy Presser put it, “She will be 
missed.”
    

     Andrew Darvin, winner of the 
Student Council Presidential 
election, has some big shoes to 
fill.  Everyone seems to be quite 
confident that Andrew, more 
commonly known as “Darv,” will 
be able to continue the success 
next year.  
      The audience seemed to be 
truly evolved in Darv’s original and 
enthusiastic speech.  He made an 
interesting connection between 

overwhelming consensus 
among BHS students is that she 
was a fantastic Student Council 
President. 
     Marla describes herself coming 
into the school year as ambitious 
and realistic.  She was ambitious 
to get a lot done quickly and 
effectively.  As she put it, “I 
wanted to see change in my 
term,” and she most certainly has.  
She made great plans, but most 
importantly she stuck to them.  
      When asked what her biggest 
accomplishment was this year, 
Marla answered, “My biggest 
accomplishment on Student 
Council was my reforming of 
the committee system.” This 
plan turned out to be a great 
success even though she “wasn’t 
really sure how splitting the 
committees would work out.”  
     Marla made a few other, 
less drastic changes to 
Student Council as well.  New 
components were added to the 
Communications Committee, 
creating more advertising with 
updates to First Class, the power 
point in the cafeteria, and posters 
all over the school.  If she had 
to choose one thing to improve 
upon this year, it would simply be 
getting a higher attendance at 
the Student Council meetings. 
      Marla is known to be very 
involved.  When asked what she 
thought of Marla, Melissa Felman 
said, “She is very enthusiastic 
and spirited.”  Marla’s school 
spirit seemed to spread into 
the student body this year.  The 
basketball game attendance 
went way up, along with the 

 
       

      On May 11th, outgoing 
Student Council President 
Marla Lipsyc walked down the 
hallway of Beachwood Middle 
School.  She was there to talk 
to the middle school students 
about their own Student Council 
elections. Marla displayed her 
unique sincerity as she smiled 
and greeted each student by 
name. 
    During this meeting, Marla 
spoke about the commitment 
that is required of Student 
Council members as well as the 
rewards that involvement in 
student government reaps.  While 
some students seemed uncertain 
after Marla spoke, others were 
clearly inspired.
     As seniors move beyond the 
halls of BHS, and the rest of the 
school begins to worry about 
finals, Marla Lipsyc’s presidential 
term comes to an end.  The 

Marla Lipsyc talks to a middle school class 
about the responsibilities of leadership.

how he is qualified for the presidential 
position and his nickname, which 
apparently made sense to the student 
body.  
      When asked about how he felt 
about the prospects of the election, 
Andrew said, “Alex [Stern] is a good 
friend of mine, and is very qualified 
for the position, so I really didn’t know 
what to expect.”  
    Andrew Darvin is also viewed as 
extremely qualified for the position 
of president. “He is probably one of 
the most intelligent students in the 
school” said Executive Vice President 
Marc Eisenberg.  
      While some people voted for Darvin 
based on his smarts, others voted 
based on looks.  Many freshmen girls, 
who asked to remain anonymous, said 
they voted for him “Because he’s good 
lookin’” or “Because I think he’s sexy.”  
No matter the reasons, Beachwood 
seems to think he will make a good 
President
       Andrew’s main goal for next year 
is to continue the successful year 
Marla has led.  He hopes to continue 
building the school’s spirit like Marla 
has been doing this year, as well as 
keeping the new committee system.
      Although he would like to follow 
in Marla’s footsteps, Darvin plans to 
enact several changes next year.  First 
of all, Andrew would like to achieve a 
higher attendance at student council 
meetings.  Secondly, Andrew would 
love to have an additional dance and 
to resurrect the Spring Pep Assembly. 
      Andrew seems to be confident 
he can maintain the success of this 
year and bring it to the next, and the 
student body obviously has faith in 
him as well.

 “Just Juniors” mimic LeBron James, throwing up chalk before their 
basketball game.

Photos by Marc Eisenberg

Photo by Ena Jones

BHS students battle it out in the eating competition.

Andrew Darvin looks forward to assuming 
the helm of Student Council.

Photo by Marc Eisenberg
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     With the newspapers full of stories 
of corporate and governmental fraud, 
it is clear that cheating is a problem in 
our culture. In the face of finals, some 
students are heard asking: who’s got 
the answers? 
     Since the issue is so 
controversial, and since 
we feel it is a problem, the 
Beachcomber wanted to 
establish some clear facts on 
the issue of cheating.  From our 
survey, which had sixty-nine 
respondents, it is clear that 
cheating is a problem at BHS. 
Not only have just under half of the 
respondents cheated 1-3 times every 
two weeks, but over a third stated that 
they have seen others cheat every 
other day or more.
     Assistant Principal Paul Chase 
said that compared to the other 
schools he has worked at, it’s not “too 
much worse”, but “is still a significant 
problem.” He also said that “just as 
many AP and accelerated kids cheat 
as kids in lower level classes.” As 

A cheating epidemic in BHS?
by Matt Baron, Staff Writer

demonstrated, cheating at Beachwood 
occurs among a wide range of 
students, and according to our survey, 
about 20% said that they cheated 
every single day at school, giving a 

clear image of how prevalent this 
problem has become. 
     Librarian Jennifer Schwelik feels 
that cheating has gone far enough. 
After years of catching cheaters in 
the act, she said that “if Beachwood is 
representative of the outside world, 
which I believe it is, we have a serious 
problem with these kids.”  
     There are teachers, though, who do 
not feel cheating is as big of a problem, 
Glen Novotny, a Beachwood teacher 
for decades, feels that even though he 

by Lauren Wyman, Staff Writer

     In the “Mary Poppins” book 
series, P.L. Travers describes a 
circus—with a glittering twist.  In 
this circus there are dragons and 
winged horses and singing lions 
and prancing bears who dance 
to a cosmic tune and snack on 
star dust…
     This excellent conglomeration 
of interesting beings took place 
not beneath a Wrigley’s striped 
tent but rather above it.  That is, 
Travers’ Jane and Michael Banks 
climbed a ladder of stars up to 
the Milky Way and watched as all 
of the constellations serenaded 
the Sun and the lovely nurse 
Mary Poppins.
     This fantasy piece was quite 
possibly one of the most 
beautifully written works of 
children’s literature not because 
it was about the most awesome 
subject of astronomy but 
because it used astronomy to tell 
a story
     Like Travers, constellations 
weave together a story in the 
sky that is oftentimes pretty 
and sometimes bizarre.  Telling 

tales of gods and heroes, the 
constellations create their own 
“circus in the sky” by providing a 
backdrop for Greek and Roman 
mythology.  
     For example, in the 
northeastern sky one can 
view the slaying of Cetus the 
Sea monster, the saving of 
Andromeda the princess, and 
the perpetual rotation of Queen 
Cassiopeia in a not-so-royal 
position around the North Star.  
From these constellations a 
story unfolds.  Once upon a 
time Queen Cassiopeia and her 
daughter Princess Andromeda 
were considered to be the most 
beautiful beings on the planet.  
From Mount Olympus the gods 
naturally became jealous of their 
almost divine beauty and hence 
Poseidon sought some sort of 
vengeance.  
     He told King Cepheus and 
Queen Cassiopeia that he will 
submerge their dominion in 
water unless they sacrifice 
Andromeda to the sea monster 
Cetus—and the king and queen, 

scared of the wrath of the gods, 
chained Andromeda to a rock 
and waited for the monster to 
devour her.
     At the last moment the hero 
Perseus (emerging glittering 
from the northern horizon) slays 
Cetus and saves Andromeda.  Yet 
Poseidon still had some malice 
saved up so he took Cassiopeia 
and suspended her upside 
down in the sky to shame her for 
eternity.
     Across the Universe (or, 
across the night sky), other 
constellations engage in less 
violent activities.  Taurus the 
bull guards the Seven Sisters (an 
open star cluster known as the 
Pleiades) from nearby asterism 
Orion the Hunter; Bootës the 
Shepard watches over his sheep; 
Hercules the Hero avoids the 
head of Hydra the water snake; 
Delphinus the Dolphin swims 
through the sky.  
     By looking up into the sky 
you get an astronomy lesson 
as well as a lesson in Greek 
and Roman mythology.  Yet 

constellations are all the more 
interesting because they are 
not just random assignments to 
random point of light in the sky.  
No, the constellations tell stories 
and myths and mysteries, as we 
preserve our connections to 
ancient civilizations by keeping 
the tales above our heads each 
night.    
     These asterisms organize the 
seeming randomness of the 
night sky—which, ultimately, is 
what we all try to do; organize 
the randomness around us by 
comparing it to something else.  
That cloud is an ice cream cone; 
that man looks like a walrus.  This 
situation seems like something 
that has happened before 
and that tree looks especially 
familiar—and we as humans 
always attempt to learn from our 
own stories and see the Universe 
in light of them.  
     Remember, always look up.  
Perhaps you, like Mary Poppins, 
will be able to see a circus in the 
sky…  

Let’s go water-snake-hunting: Exploring constellations

has caught kids cheating, “It isn’t a 
pervasive issue.” 
     The true question is: why are 
students doing this? Is it the 
pressure, or are kids just bored? 

Junior Michael Pinhasi feels 
that it may just be the latter, 
responding that “tons of kids 
cheat, but not because they 
don’t get it. It’s more laziness 
than stupidity. Sure we can 
study more, but it’s more, ‘eh, 
we don’t feel like it’.” 
     Ethan Issacson, also a junior, 
feels differently, stating that 

“society has molded our minds that if 
we don’t do well, we fail. Beachwood 
is not a very fostering environment.”             
     He might have a point.  According 
to the survey, over two thirds 
of respondents believed that 
people cheated because tests 
or assignments are “too hard.” 
Obviously, the cause is still up for 
debate.

“...tons of kids cheat, but not because 
they don’t get it. It’s more laziness 
than stupidity. Sure we can study 

more, but it’s more, ‘eh, we don’t feel 
like it’.”
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by Sam Lowenkamp, Staff Writer STUDENT PROFILE
Ben Milgrom

Interviewed by Matt Jacobs, Staff Writer

MJ: What is one thing you want other students to know 
about you that they may find interesting?
BM: I’m a total classic movie buff.  I love a lot of the old 
movies ranging from The Godfather to Casablanca.  I 
find old movies 
have more plot 
development 
and...find them 
more interesting 
and more 
suspenseful.
MJ: How long 
have you been a 
student/resident 
of Beachwood? 
If no, explain 
where you’ve 
lived.
BM: This is my 
fourth year in 
the Beachwood 
School system.  
Before...I 
attended Schechter from pre-K through 8th grade.  I lived 
in Lyndhurst up until the summer after my 4th grade.
MJ: What extracurricular activities are you involved in?
BM: Futbol, Bowling Club, JCWA, Young Republicans Club, 
and Israeli Culture Club.
MJ: How do you deal with stress from schoolwork?
BM: Often times after school I will take a nap to catch up 
on lost sleep.  But if I’m not tired, I’ll go downstairs and 
play some Nintendo 64 or X-box.  Playing video games 
for me is a good stress reliever because I always win, and 
it makes me feel good.
MJ: Do you have any hobbies?
BM: I enjoy playing soccer although it is hard to do 
that right now due to the current weather situation.  
(interview conducted in October) But I also enjoy 
sledding, so any kind of weather is perfect for me.  
Watching Seinfeld.
MJ: Would you consider yourself a friendly person?

BM: Usually, except when I am discussing politics
MJ: In three words or less how would you describe 
yourself?
BM: Strategery, scrumtrulecent, and displays 
characterization (Note: Strategery and scrumtrulecent 
are not real words)
MJ: Additional information? 
BM: I like all Cleveland sports teams.  My favorite soccer 
club team is a team from west London named Chelsea.  
They have the best soccer player in the world on their 
team: Didier Drogba.  I love Godfather parts 1 and 2, 
they are my two favorite movies and I know everything 
about them.  As for TV shows, my favorites include 
Seinfeld, Curb Your Enthusiasm, and South Park.

Senior Ben Milgrom was the final student selected to be 
interviewed and was selected from the senior class when number 
seventy-nine came up on the calculator.

     
     Everyone knows that today’s economic climate is not a good 
one.  Some people blame Bush’s economic policy; others blame 
Wall Street bankers—but, ultimately, our current economic state is 
mainly due to America’s poor financial planning.  
     Stupid financial decisions are truly an inevitable part of our 
society.  Look around at people these days driving big fancy cars, 
living in homes that are way beyond their economic reach, and 
spending money on over-priced coffees every morning.  
     These bad habits are learned during the teen years or younger. 
Here in Beachwood, high schoolers practically throw money away. 
Whether it be the newest cell phone or some new shoes to add 
to the ever-growing collection or even something as simple as a 
plastic water bottle, high school students are willing to hand over 
money to whoever can catch their attention.
      With the summer months coming up, many BHS students are 
gearing up for summer jobs.   Since many students don’t pay for 
food, rent, utilities, or other common household expenses, all of the 
money made in the summer goes directly into student’s ever-open 
pockets—where it does not stay for long.  
     Societal attitudes and norms push many Americans, starting 
in the teenage years, to spend their money rather than save it.  
Yet, just because a student is still in high school and under their 
parents’ protection does not mean that they cannot be financially 
responsible.  To learn financial responsibility, teens should begin 
regulating their finances in high school.
      This is where the teachings of a self made 32-yer-old millionaire, 
Vince Shorb, come in handy.  Shorb created the interactive course 
“Financially Free by 30” and has several financial tips for teens.
      To begin, Shorb recommends cutting your costs.  This can 
easily be done by “ditching costly everyday habits” like morning 
coffee and eating lunch out. While these items seem like low costs, 
consider the yearly costs of these items. 

                        
Another important thing to learn before you reach your own 
financial freedom is how to distinguish a need from a want. While 
many of us can determine a basic human need from a want on 
paper, when faced with the reality of losing a cell phone or iPod, 
many teens, and adults for that matter, claim that they “would die.” 
     Once a savings plan has been started, it is important to decide 
what your hard-earned money will be used on. For this, many 
financially intelligent people recommend writing out lifestyle goals.  
Once you have decided on what things are most important to 
you, cull out superfluous and expenses and calculate what kind of 
saving you need to do.
     One final suggestion for making strong financial decisions is to 
“pay yourself first.”  This concept states that a person should take 
a percentage, around 15%, of your income straight to a savings 
account.  This is before paying bills, before leisure spending, even 
before your normal savings.  The money in this account should 
not be considered in your total amount of money, as you should 
not spend it on anything until retirement.  This may require you 
to spend less on leisure; however, when you retire fifty years from 
now or if you 
run into an 
emergency 
and need 
money, you 
have it.
     So 
remember 
the words of 
Ben Franklin 
when you 
go shopping 
this summer 
with pocket 
full of cash--a 
penny saved 
is a penny 
earned.” 

If you go out to Tropical Smoothie only once a week and get 
a smoothie for a maximum of $4.00, then in one school year 
you spend:

$4.00 per smoothie X 1 smoothie per week = $4.00 a week.

$4.00 a week X 36 weeks per school year = $144 per school 
year.

Keep in mind that is limiting your purchase to $4.00 AND 
only going out once a week.  Many Beachwood students 
spend far more than $4.00 per lunch AND go out more than 
once a week.

Photo by Ena Jones

A penny saved...
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BHS bids goodbye to beloved staff members 
by Jeremy Weberman, Staff Writer

               Jennifer Schwelik’s retirement will be a devastating loss for BHS. Her contributions go far 
beyond her job description.  She advises the Library Club, coordinates the book club, and organizes 
the students who decorate the display cases. She is a problem-solver who helps to insure that 
teachers have what they need to teach, and that students have what they need to learn.  Her 
contributions include the distribution of laptops, textbooks, and AV equipment.  Additionally, she 
has supported teachers with problems on Blackboard and Turnitin.com, helped design research 
assignments, and occasionally has time to kick someone out of the library. 
     In reflecting on her thirteen years here at Beachwood she said, “It’s been a place where, as an 
employee, I can grow and watch students grow.  It’s just a great place to learn.” When she was asked 
how she felt about leaving, she said, “ I have very mixed emotions. I really like Beachwood Schools, I 
like the staff, the community, and the people I’ve worked with.”  
Many of her colleagues feel the same about her.  Student Activities Director Craig Alexander said of 
her, “ Ms. Schwelik is a global resource. She has a wealth of knowledge about everything; and if she 
doesn’t know something she can find it out. She is also one of the nicest and most sincere people I 
have ever worked with.” 
        Next year Ms. Schwelik will be working at Kent State University with the Institute of Information 
Literacy, where she will be coordinating a major grant.  

Photo by M
arc Eisenberg

Jennifer Schwelik     Librarian

         For the short time Curt Staver has worked at BHS, he has made a big impact. He has 
helped many students make better choices, both in and outside of school. 
     “I love Mr. Staver,” one student commented.  “There was a time when I just stopped going 
to school. But Mr. Staver kept me on the right track and in school.” 
Mr. Staver is being rifed. This means his position is being eliminated.     
     “I am looking for language arts and coaching positions in other districts, though I would 
like to stay in Beachwood if the budget allows”, he said.  
     He has only good things to say about his time in Beachwood. “ I really enjoy working 
with all of my colleagues and students. I hope to return. ”  
     Staver said the thing he will miss most about Beachwood will be  “working with such 
quality professionals and students.” He said his most memorable and rewarding experience 
at Beachwood was  “ seeing my students walk across the Severance stage with their heads 
held high. I won’t forget that.” 

Curt Staver     Instructional Tutor

Walking past the Athletic Department Office, BHS students are used to hearing an array of voices. 
The office is almost always occupied by athletes and coaches. They are talking about sports, 
school, and even long-term goals.  Those who enter the room with a problem, often leave with 
their problem solved.
As far back as most in Beachwood can remember, Joe Perella has been a name associated with 
BHS football. In his twenty-five plus years at Beachwood as a coach and Athletic Director, Perella 
has always been a presence here in Beachwood. 
        Edging toward the end of his career, Perella decided it was time to leave the desk and get 
back onto the sidelines. Next school year, he will be an assistant coach at St. Ed’s High School. 
When asked what he’s looking forward to about coaching he said “It’s a different job.” He 
continued, “It’s my passion.”  Of the current St. Ed’s team, he said that “We have a lot of players. In 
the weight room we had eighty-five guys, not including the other players who were at practices 
for other sports, but the competition will be fierce.” This should prove to be an easy task for Perella. 
He has had an illustrious coaching career. He has coached for a total of nine teams including 
Louisville College and took Beachwood’s football program years ago to championships.  
Next year he will be coaching alongside Rich Fannati. Perella described him as  “a great young 
coach. I actually recommended him for the job. He is one of the best young coaches around.” 

Joe Perella    Athletic Director

Photos by Ena Jones (except where noted)

  If you talk to Dee Milne, you can see that she is always vibrant and full of life. Such qualities make 
her seem so young that it becomes surprising she has been teaching for so long.  
 For over thirty-five years Mrs. Milne has taught many students and seems to have a lasting 
effect on each of them.  Her students will remember the way she always had a smile and a sense of 
humor. When asked how she felt about leaving Beachwood she said “ Not good. I like Beachwood, 
but it’s time to do something different with my life.”  However, Mrs. Milne will still be at Beachwood 
every now and again next year as a substitute teacher. Next year she said she will also, “get two 
puppies, possibly travel a little, and I plan to write a book on ‘how to teach reading without a text-
book’.” Hopefully, we will see Mrs. Milne frequently next year around the school or even on the 
bookshelf.

Dee Milne       ELS Teacher 

         For eighteen years, Patsy Morrison has been a friendly face at BHS. Unfortunately, faced with the 
elimination of her position this year, Mrs. Morrison chose to retire.      
     When asked how she felt about leaving Beachwood she said, “I am very sad; I’m concerned about 
students with whom I work, and how their needs will be met.”  The two things she will miss the most 
will be the students and yearbook. 
     “I’ve spent many happy years here and I enjoy the students, my colleagues, and I care about the 
community. This wouldn’t have been my choice,” said Morrison. 
     If it wasn’t for Ms. Morrison we wouldn’t have gotten the yearbook done,” commented Senior Abby 
Rubin, this year’s yearbook Editor-in Chief.  Rubin explained that Mrs. Morrison leaving, “will be a 
detriment to the school, not only to the yearbook but all of her students as well. I have talked to some 
of her students and many don’t know what they’re going to do next year without her help.” 
      Mrs. Morrison’s absence next year raises a difficult question about the future of the yearbook.

Patsy Morrison    Instructional Tutor

*Chinese teacher Chi-Hwa Yang is also leaving. She 
is moving to Connecticut with her family. 
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began spreading like wildfire.  The most 
prevalent misconception was that the 
boiler had caught on fire, which was 
clearly false.  However, speculation as to 
the identity of the perpetrators began 
as well.  Hardis received a name within 
twenty minutes after the fire started, and 
by viewing footage of the hallway outside 
of the north gym boys’ locker room, the 
administration was able to match up 
the timeline of events and identify the 
suspects.  Hardis made sure to specify that 
there are no cameras in the locker rooms 
themselves, and so the administration’s 
only knowledge of what actually went on 
came from the four boys themselves, who 
eventually owned up to what they had 
done.  
     Of the four, one boy has admitted to 
actually starting the fire, and charges 
are being filed against him. The fire was 
started using some sort of body spray and 
a lighter.  This is a common way of making 
a “flamethrower” and therefore, the belief 
is that they were merely playing around, 
not that they actually intended to start a 
blaze.  The other three merely watched, 
but that in itself was their mistake 

“Fire” continued from pg. 2

the help they needed.  Hardis explained that, 
“It’s my aim for students to still get that service.”  
He followed that up by saying that “I would not 
define [cuts] as a good idea but…as necessary.”  
      Librarian Jennifer Schwelik commented that 
these cuts, although minimal, have the potential 
of being harmful to kids with instructional need.”
     District administrators claim that the cuts are 
necessary. The staff members being cut are likely 
to disagree. While an opinion from the teachers’ 
union was requested, members were unable 
to comment. Instead, Marcia Alperin, President 
of the Beachwood Federation of Teachers said 
that, “With contract negotiations currently in 
progress, as Union President, I cannot discuss the 
Beachwood Federation of Teachers’ position on 
the recent layoffs or the financial data that has 
been presented by the Superintendent or the 
Treasurer.” 
     “Nobody likes a layoff, but unfortunately it’s a 
reality,” stated Mills. 

“Budget” continued from pg. 2

because instead of attempting to 
stop their friend, or reporting it, 
they did nothing.  These three were 
suspended.  The fourth boy, who was 
actually responsible for the fire, was 
suspended for the maximum amount 
of time and is being considered for 
expulsion.  Because the only one 
who can actually expel students 
is the Superintendent, Dr. Richard 
Markwardt, the administration at BHS 
can only recommend that he is.  
     Not only is this student facing a 
possible expulsion, he is also being 
charged with arson by the juvenile 
court.  Although not charged with 
aggravated arson, which insinuates 
intent, arson is still serious.  His intent 
may not have been to start a fire, 
but because the reckless risk was 
taken, the safety of everyone, from 
the firemen to the students, was 
jeopardized.  
     Hardis’ main hope is that the 
reckless behavior will give others 
pause.  In this random event, the 
school was truly shown why you 
shouldn’t play with fire.                   
 

Superintendent Dr. Richard Markwardt and Mayor Merle Gordon chillin’ before the SADD mock crash 
on April 29th.

Photo by M
att Jacobs
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N Yes.  Yes.  I am a feminist.  
What of it?
 Since the publication 
of my article deriding a 
*gentleman* for refusing 
to let me pay for dinner, 
students have come up to 
me asking two questions.  
First of all “Will you take 
me to dinner?” and then, of 
course, “What does a feminist 
actually believe?”   
 I am going to take this 
opportunity to answer these 
questions; no, Jordan Brown, 
I will not take you to dinner.  
As for the other question, 
let’s explore.  
 Disclaimer: my view 
on feminism is individualistic 
to a degree—thus whatever 
I believe other proclaimed 
feminists may not agree 
with.  Phyllis Schlafly, for one, 

Feminism: Reloaded
by Lauren Wyman, Staff Writer

would bonk me over the head with a frying pan 
if I told her what I’m about to tell you.  
 What do I believe is feminist?  And is 
being feminist necessarily not feminine?    
 In modern society, feminism gains a 
greater complexity because of the outward 
ambiguity of gender roles.  Girls no longer have 
to learn to sew and knit because we can just 
buy our clothes from Dillards or H & M; we no 
longer have to stay in the kitchen for hours and 
hours because of the marvelous innovations 
of pre-cooked food and T.V. dinners.  Yet from 
this seemingly freer state of affairs, confusion 
ensues—what are feminists going to reject if not 
the idea of women being forced to stay in the 
home, cooking and cleaning and raising babies?
 However odd this sounds, I do not 
necessarily reject the concept of women staying 
home, but rather the idea that women have 
some requirement for femininity—namely the 
Donna Reed ideal of perfect pies and spotless 
houses.  I utterly disapprove of the fact that 
women have a set feminine standard that 
they are expected to follow.  Although this 

frustration may be applied to any group 
of people, I feel that the feminine ideal 
has been the most oppressive throughout 
human history because it has forced 
so many women into a submissive and 
intellectually oppressive position.  
 In fact, in many Islamic countries 
the feminine ideal is so oppressive that if a 
woman dares to breach these oppressive 
requirements, she can be arrested or even 
killed.  I suppose that talking about the 
misogyny inherent in Islam in such an 
informal fashion does not give adequate 
respect to the struggles of women in 
Middle Eastern countries, but I’ll try to 
simplistically outline their struggles.  
 In Saudi Arabia, women are not 
allowed out of their houses without the 
permission of their husbands; in Iran, 
the Koran has been interpreted to say 
that if a wife does not cook her husband 
an adequate meal he has the right to 
beat her; in Afghanistan, Iraq, Kuwait, 
and other Islamic nations, women are 
required to have head coverings on at 
all times.  Sometimes countries even 
mandate that women be kept completely 
hidden beneath burquas.  The method 
to this misogynistic madness is simple: 
women must remain in their tight box of 
motherhood, wifedom, prisoners without 
air holes or outlets.  
 In these countries, feminism 
is taboo.  A negative feedback loop 
constitutes women’s struggle for rights—
their position in society effectively 
silences them because there is nowhere 
else to go.  Yet a few brave women have 
stood up to modern misogyny and have 
asserted their own concept of feminism.  
One of these women is Ayaan Hirsi Ali, 
the creator of the film “Submission” and 
the author of a favorite book of mine, 
“Infidel.”  After escaping an arranged 
marriage by fleeing to Holland, Ayaan 
Hirsi Ali has voiced her disapproval of 
the backward misogyny of Islam.  To me, 
Ali is the quintessential feminist because 

she refuses to let societal ideals as well 
as death threats get in the way of her 
expression of feminism.  She has captured 
my respect and awe.    
   Across the globe, I have of late 
been attempting to assert my feminine 
identity in my own little bubble.  As per 
my last article, I wanted to “dive into the 
female pool of assertion” and perhaps risk 
being rejected romantically.  I followed 
my word; I told a guy that I wanted to kiss 
him and that I liked him.  The stunned and 
the appallingly mortifying look on his face 
as he refused will be forever etched into 
my mind as a constant reminder of my 
humiliation as well as of my bravery.  
 Although I did not save a baby 
from a burning building or confront the 
atrocious misogyny of an entire nation, my 
bravery was maybe a bit more poignant 
because I opened myself up and let the 
Universe peek inside.  Even though the guy 
evidently did not want to pursue anything 
with this particular feminist, it felt good 
to know that I’m not afraid of men, that 
I’m not forced into any ideal of feminine 
submission by society, that I was able to 
put my emotions and heart on the line 
even when I predicted that the line would 
break and I would fall off of my romantic 
tight rope.      
 Thus I believe that feminism is being 
without bounds, without restraints—
imposed by yourself, by society, by 
religion, or by people around you who 
make you afraid to push for what you 
want.  Talk about femininity?  Talk about 
yourself—for only you can define who you 
are and who you want to be sans the silly 
societal ideals of domesticity.  So, whether 
you are in the Middle East attempting to 
combat the institutionalized oppression of 
women or in Beachwood, Ohio attempting 
to breach the confines of female shyness, 
be aware that feminism can come in many 
forms.
 You go girls.  

      To many, summer represents 
a time of freedom, excitement 
and relaxation.  However, 
many do not realize that they 
inadvertently ruin their own 
perfect months by participating 
in a popular mode of movement 
that every teen looks forward to: 
driving.
     Between the monetary cost 
of gas, the physical cost of 
a sedentary lifestyle, and 
the psychological cost of 
driving-provoked stress, 
teens actually harm their 
chances of having a peaceful 
summer.  With these effects 
in mind, is it really worth it to 
drive everywhere during the 
summer?
     While gas costs are low 
compared to last summer’s 
$4.00 per gallon, they have 
been rising over the past few 
months.  Although these prices 
won’t bankrupt you, wouldn’t 
you rather have twenty bucks 
over a full gas tank?  Imagine—if 
you fill the tank every week for 
twenty dollars in a month you 
could save $80.00.  That’s eighty 
bucks for new CDs, new jeans, or 
smoothies.  

Don’t drive this summer
by Samuel Lowenkamp, Staff Writer

While the American lifestyle is generally sedentary, 
it can be combated by walking or bike riding 

instead of merely sitting in a car and effortlessly 
pressing pedals.

     Another cost to driving, 
although not quite as obvious, 
is the cost of living a sedentary 
lifestyle.  The uniquely American 
lifestyle of couch potatoes 
infiltrated the transportation 
system. Most modes of 
movement require little physical 
effort; this lack of physical 
requirements in American life 
promotes obesity and associated 

health problems.  While the 
American lifestyle is generally 
sedentary, it can be combated 
by walking or bike riding instead 
of merely sitting in a car and 
effortlessly pressing pedals.  
      Finally, there is the 
immeasurable cost of driving: 
stress.  Believe it or not, studies 
have shown that driving 
(especially while on busy roads) 
is very nerve-wracking and can 
promote higher heart rates, 

blood pressures, and headaches.  
While this may seem silly, it 
actually makes a lot of sense.  
According to Dr. Leon James and 
Dr. Diane Nahl of the University 
of Hawaii, a typical day of 
driving can be broken down 
into two categories: “events” 
and “incidents.”  An event is a 
“normal sequential maneuver 
such as stopping for a light” and 

an incident is a “frequent but 
unpredictable event.”  
Some incidents are “dangerous 
and frightening, like near-misses,” 
and some are “annoying or 
depressing” like missing a turn 
or being insulted by another 
driver.  These incidents add up 
and create a sense of danger or 
emergency, which thus causes 
stress.  
     Stress also comes from driving 
in the sense that everyone 

considers their car to be 
“their territory.”  Naturally, all 
humans want to defend “their 
territory.”  However, due to the 
unpredictability of other drivers, 
maybe an un-signaled lane shift 
or a need for speed by the tailing 
car behind you, it seems as if our 
“territory” is constantly being 
threatened—and, oftentimes, it 
is.    
     After taking all of the costs, 
tangible and not, of driving into 
consideration, is it really worth 
it to drive when you could easily 
ride a bike or take a walk?  Do 
you really want to jeopardize 
that special summer moment 
in which you realize the true 
freedoms of being a minor?  
     Nobody wants to miss out 
on one of those “picture perfect 
moments” that you can only 
catch by taking the route “less 
traveled.”  
     So, in the defense of summer 
fun, I urge you all to ride your 
bike, walk, jog, or do anything 
but drive this summer.  Who 
knows, you may end up realizing 
that you like living without 
stress…
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   Every day we hear of terrible 
things happening throughout 
the world. And as a generation, 
we are quick to condemn.  But 
when it comes to taking action, 
to actually trying to make a 
difference, less is seen.  We tend 
to be more interested in the easy 
way out.  
     If you never try to change a 
problem, you’ll never be faced 
with the reality of failure.  This is 
particularly true when looking 
at Beachwood High School, 
where apathy is all the rage.  And 
although it is clearly false to 
say that everyone is apathetic, 
there is a decidedly indifferent 

percentage of the population.   
     At the recent Rally for 
Darfur and Relay for Life, our 
nonchalance was seen in full 
view.  Although Relay for Life has 
always been somewhat poorly 
attended, this year was the worst 
in recent history, with around 
a hundred fewer participants 
attending than last year.  And 
while more people came the 
later it got, the number was still 
much lower than it should have 
been.  This can be attributed to 
numerous factors--AP tests, the 
weather, or lack of advertising-
-but the fact remains that even 
though almost everyone can say 
they know someone who has 
been affected by cancer, many 
students were still absent from 
the important fundraiser.    
     Although the Rally for Darfur 
did raise over a thousand 
dollars, the fact that only around 

a fifth of the student body 
at Beachwood High School 
attended is saddening.  
     The conflict in Darfur has been 
going on since before 2003 and 
yet now, most people don’t even 
blink an eye at the atrocious 
actions being taken out on 
the people in the region; it has 
become a reality.  But in order to 
change that reality, we need to 
step up and lend our support to 
those with the power to make 
a difference.  Despite the low 
attendance at the event, the 
hope is that those who did go 
were able to learn more about 
the genocide and will be more 
inclined in the future to step up 
and take the lead.  
     Although the lack of 
participation at these two 
isolated events is clearly not 
a vote of confidence for our 
generation, it is not entirely 

surprising.  Culturally, our age 
group seems more interested 
in finding out the new celebrity 
gossip than learning about 
different political situations 
throughout the world.  We 
embrace the notion of the 
United States as a superpower, 
yet reject our responsibility 
as such to be well informed 
citizens capable of helping 
others less fortunate than 
ourselves.  This irresponsibility 
doesn’t lend itself to a good 
future; instead it leads to the 
question of what the United 
States will be like when our 
generation makes up the adult 
population.  
     So step up and take the lead.  
The worst that can happen is 
you can only say you tried.  

Over the past ten years, cruising has 
become immensely popular with upper 
middle class families seeking a fun vacation. 
What was once a market for the wealthy, 
retired generation has now been attracting 
a younger but affluent clientele.

Over spring break, I got a chance to take 
a week long Caribbean cruise 
with my family.  I had been 
on cruises before, so I knew 
what to expect: unlimited 
food, people waiting on 
you hand and foot, 24-hour 
room service, etc.  But on this 
cruise, I started to notice that 
travelers’ expectations are starting to get 
out of hand.

On this particular trip, I met a man 
named Houzaini.  Houzaini was from 
Jakarta, Indonesia, and when he found it 
impossible to support his wife and two 
daughters on Indonesian jobs, he packed 
his bags and went to live on board a ship 
for 11 months, waiting on guests in the 
buffet.  I spent a lot of time with Houzaini 
during that week, and the whole time I 
watched people treat him like he was their 
slave, which essentially, he was.  Houzaini 
did not get tipped like the headwaiters, yet 
he was still instructed to anything a guest 

asked.  I saw people ask him to do the most 
unimaginable things.  People asked him 
to hold their table for them; people asked 
him to hold their food while they went 
to get more.  I even saw a guy follow him 
around the buffet while he told Houzaini 
what food he wanted and Houzaini would 

put it on his tray.  All the guests could have 
accomplished these small tasks themselves, 
but for some reason they felt the need to 
have someone else--an innocent waiter in 
a stupid-looking uniform--do it for them.  
And on top of that, most of these people 
would treat this guy like garbage.  They 
didn’t thank him for helping them.  They 
didn’t show any gratitude at all, and in most 
cases people would just ignore him. 

I also had a room steward named 
Marciello with whom I spent a lot of time.  
Marciello was also from Indonesia, and was 
working on the ship for the same reasons 
as Houzaini.  He woke up early every day 

Don’t let your manners “sail away”
by Ben Ducoff, Staff Writer

to clean about 20 rooms and also came 
back at night to fluff people’s pillows and 
prepare the bed sheets for sleeping.  He 
got almost no thanks for his work.  I saw 
a guest yelling at him one day because 
he didn’t clean the glass on their balcony 
door. This was a pointless thing to be upset 

about, but even so, a simple 
request would have been 
more polite.

What I’m trying to 
say here is that cruising 
gives the average man 
too much power.  Most of 
the teens and adult that 

I met onboard were from upper middle 
class suburbs like Beachwood, yet most 
of them were under the illusion that they 
were royalty for a week, and anybody 
working on the ship were their servants.  
This isn’t right.  If you are going to go on a 
cruise, it’s okay to enjoy the simplicity of 
being waited on, but don’t take it to the 
level where you are starting to demean 
the crew members, because they do not 
deserve it.  Just because you are on a ship 
and you’re on vacation doesn’t mean that 
you don’t have to say your pleases and 
thank-yous.  Politeness should follow you 
everywhere you go.

Correction: The Beachcomber failed to credit Katie Landis for 
her Battle of the Bands pictures on page 9 of issue 4.

All the guests could have accomplished these small 
tasks themselves, but for some reason they felt the 

need to have someone else--an innocent waiter in a 
stupid-looking uniform--do it for them.
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Parade the Circle
June 13
University Circle
11:00 am

Hey Monday
June 28
Grog Shop
5:00 pm

Warped Tour
July 9
Time Warner Ampithe-ater
12:00 pm

Reel Big Fish
July 15
House Of Blues
7:00 pm

The Cab
July 7
Grog Shop
6:00 pm

Jason Mraz and G. Love

August 17
Time Warner Ampitheater

7:00 pm

New Kids On The Block
June 23
Blossom Music Center
7:00 pm

The 
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ScrAmBle

C H A B E

_  _  _  _  _  

N A T V A O I C

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _

A C P M

_  _  _  _  

Q A R B B U E E 

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _ 

P F I L   P F L O

_  _  _  _    _  _  _  _ 

C O P P E L I S

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _    

THEME: 

“Summer”

Think you have what it takes to unscramble these 
words?

Submit your answers to the answer box in the office 
and have the chance to win a free smoothie courtesy of 

The Beachcomber Staff. 

     After three packed 
performances, there is no 
question that the drama 
club’s spring production of 
“The Fiddler on the Roof” 
was a smashing success. 
     “Fiddler” portrays a 
Jewish family struggling 
to stay together in turn 
of the century Russia, 
where family tensions, new 
philosophies, and pogroms 
disturb the once quiet 
community of Anatevka.   
     The patriarch of the 

Choreographed by chemistry teacher 
Kim Peoples, they incorporated many 
traditional Jewish dances—particularly 
in the bottle dancer’s routine.  In 
addition, the dance for “Little Bird” was 
so touching that there were few dry 
eyes in the house at the end.
     An emotionally charged performance, 
the musical was put on in honor 
of the late musical director and Ms 
Heyman’s close friend Debby Kulber. 
This spring’s production was planned as 
the comeback performance for Debby 
Kulber, who sadly passed away last 
summer after her fight with leukemia. 
Kulber and Ms Heyman had worked 
together to produce the same musical 
in 2001 and—to honor her memory—

many of the same performers returned for 
this year’s show.  Amongst those returning 
were: Harry Selner, Ed Trebets, Murray Katz, 
and others.  
     Ms. Heyman also assumed the same 
dual role she played eight years ago as 
both the matriarch of the family, Golde, 
and the director of the show. Taking on two 
responsibilities is a daunting challenge, but 
Ms Heyman came in knowing what she had 
to. 
     In fact, she had many plans for 
improvement. “I watched the tapes from the 
2001 show,” Ms Heyman said. “And I asked, 
‘Where was I as a director?’ This time, I was 
directing more than I was acting.” 
     She feels this made all the difference in 
this year’s show. She took on a larger role 

as director so she didn’t begin acting on the 
stage until two days before opening night.  
Heyman used assistant director Abby Rubin 
as her stand-in prior to the show; based 
upon the fantastic reception of the “Fiddler”, 
this strategy was extremely successful.
     Other changes, such as the introduction 
of pre-sale tickets, dramatically improved 
attendance for all three performances. A 
large cast involving the entire Beachwood 
community also drew in more support. The 
money will go towards paying contracts 
and creating new sets for next year’s 
performances. What will they be?
     “Oh, honey,” Ms Heyman said, laughing. “I 
haven’t gotten that far yet!”

“Fiddler” revival fills the house by Sarah Newman, Staff Writer

illegal—scheme.  To ascertain 
his success Walt first recruits 
his former student and high 
school dropout meth addict, 
Jesse Pinkman (Aaron Paul) as a 
business partner.  This business, 
of course, dapples in the 
underground drug trading world.  
     The first season of “Breaking 
Bad” follows Walt’s rise in the 
criminal underworld, as aided by 
drug-lord Tuco (Raymond Cruz).  
Creator Gilligan also added many 
characters that twist the plot 
such as Walt’s brother-in-law 
Hank, an up-and-coming DEA 
agent who craves drug busts.  
     Plot conflicts are also derived 
from the fact that because 
of Walt’s extensive scientific 

     Have you ever imagined 
your chemistry teacher secretly 
running a criminal enterprise 
fueled by his own personal meth 
manufacturing? Probably not.
     This was the case, however, 
for Vince Gilligan, the creator of 
the two-time Primetime Emmy 
Award winning series “Breaking 
Bad.”
     “Breaking Bad” is the story of 
Walt White (Bryan Cranston), a 
high school chemistry teacher in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico who 
is diagnosed with terminal lung 
cancer.
     Rather than give up on his 
pregnant wife and disabled son, 
Walt decided to turn his medical 
leave into a profitable—if 

“Breaking Bad” breaks expectations by Marc Eisenberg, Staff Writer

background, he and Jesse are 
able produce a close to pure 
crystal methamphetamine that 
quickly explodes in popularity.
     The first season ends as Walt, 
now going by his criminal name 
Heisenberg, is participating 
in a large drug deal.  As the 
transaction takes place he and 
Jesse watch Tuco beat one of his 
soldiers to death after sampling 
Walt’s powerful product.
     The ending image is that 
of Walt and Jesse walking out 
of frame.  Many viewers may 
have been disappointed to find 
that this episode was chosen 
for the end of the season.  This 
seemingly unsatisfactory ending 
was due to the 2007-2008 

family, Tevye, was played by the much-
loved 5th grade teacher Harry Selner and the 
matriarch of the family, Golde, was played by 
drama teacher Sheila Heyman.  Tevye and Golde 
play a sweet couple who, for all their bossiness 
and shouting, came together to try to keep their 
family stable as their three daughters (played by 
Galya Loeb, Allison Diamond, and Paige Schiller) 
shake the familial foundations of tradition with 
unconventional marriages.  
     Throughout the night the performers 
scintillated as they acted, sung, danced, and 
connected with the audience on a supremely 
personal level.  Jewish or not, the audience 
members were able to empathize and laugh with 
the characters due to their standing-ovation-
warranting performances and the nature of the 
subject matter.  
     In addition to the cast and the acting, the 
dance scenes were especially memorable.  

writers’ strike.
     Many fans were ready to 
welcome the series back for 
its second season in April. The 
current season begins moments 
after the drug deal which end the 
first season and tracks Walt and 
Jesse as they grow as drug lords.
     For anyone looking for an 
intense thrill ride in a show that 
exposes the life of a man who has 
nothing to lose, acting on all that 
he thought was wrong only to 
leave his family with something 
when he is gone, then watch 
“Breaking Bad.” 
     Catch the intensity every 
Sunday on AMC (channel 52 with 
Time Warner Cleveland) at 10 pm.

Harry Selner returns to Beachwood for his role of 
Tevye
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Many years ago, Beachwood 
Baseball was known for its losing 
seasons and early eliminations 
from sectional tournaments. Year 
after year, the Bison would put up 
single digits in the wins column, 
were at the rock bottom of the 
league, and were known as one of 
the least successful teams at BHS. 
     This all changed as soon as the 
young and athletic Steve Baraona 
took the head coaching job in 
1991. 
     That season, the Bison won 
11 games, the most in nearly 20 
years.  Their new identity was 
immediately apparent by the way 
the team played. 
     Coach Baraona stayed at 
Beachwood High School for 
nearly 20 years before he retired 
following the 2008 season. In his 
stretch as the head coach, Baraona 
tallied up 15 winning seasons, four 
outright league championships, 
five Sectional Championships, and 
one District Championship in his 
last season (the baseball program’s 
first). 
     Not only will coach Baraona 
forever be known for his success 
on the field, but also for his 
relationships with everyone 
involved in Beachwood Baseball. 
    He installed a legacy at 
B.H.S. that goes further than 
wins and losses, and took a 
struggling program from yearly 
embarrassment to triumph. 
    Newly appointed Varsity Coach 
Todd Butler explained Baraona’s 
great success by saying, “He put his 
heart and soul into the program 
and he got every player, parent, 
and coach to invest into what he 
wanted to do.” 
    One of the strongest parts of 
Steve Baraona’s coaching is his 
ability to take 20 individual players 
and truly turn them into a team 

Coach Profile: Steve Baraona
working towards a common goal.
      The importance of working 
together was no secret to the 
players as coach Baraona would 
print phrases such as: “Teamwork…
It’s All About the Team” or “Team 
Comes First” on Beachwood’s 
practice shirts to remind everyone 
his equation for success.
     When asked about his 
experience as a Coach in 
Beachwood, Steve Baraona stated, 
“It was one the best experiences 
of my life, I met over 1000 players 
and parents during my time at 
Beachwood, and I made lifelong 
friends in the process.” 
     Now that “Stevie Franchise” has 
retired with a total of 259 career 
wins, Coach Baraona has no doubt 
that the success will remain. “The 
program will be fine; Coach Singer 
(newly appointed head coach) is 
a person who has gone through 
the system, and he knows how this 
team was able to have so much 
success.”
 

by Brett Leikin, Staff Writer      Senior Jeremy Harris had 
positive things to say about 
the 2009 track season.  “We 
have great, raw talent on the 
team this year”. The incredible 
talent that the track team had 
is the reason why, according to 
Harris, this season has been so 
solid and successful. 
     He went on to mention 
the up and coming talent 
that BHS will be seeing in the 
near future. A few of the stars 
consist of sophomore Olivia 
Mayfield, and freshmen, Tracey 
Milliner and Kyndal Wilson. 
The trio, along with Alena 
Brown debuted on the 4X100 
relay, making it to the regional 
preliminaries. Other regional 
qualifiers included Airion 
Watkins-Clark, who made it 
to regionals and qualified for 
finals. The 4x400 relay team, 
consisting of seniors Danny 
Weiss and John Edwards 
qualified, as did junior Matt 
Banchek, sophomore Jason 
Edwards, and pole-vaulter 

Track team chases success
by Akilah Porter, Staff Writer
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Freshman Mark Blackwell leaps a hurdle. Photo by Marc Eisenberg

Jeremy Harris.  Harris came in 
fifth and went to finals. 
     Coach Smith emphasized 
that Talya Sterling was also 
a great leader this year, 
achieving her personal best in 
the 800-meter run and being 
named conference champion.
     Much of the team’s success 
can be attributed to head coach 
William Smith and the two new 
coaches Chris Kleiss and Tiffany 
Beacham. Kleiss is the distant 
track coach who replaced BHS 
science teacher Jamie Lader, 
who wanted to take some time 
off for the new addition to his 
family. 
     Beacham is the recent shot  
put and discus  coach. “She was 
great at trying to foster spirit on 
the track team,” said Harris. 
     The senior hopes to see the 
team continue on a positive 
path in the years to come. He 
noticed that “the athletes are 
starting to peak” and hopes that 
they will follow through and 
continue to work hard.

Q&A: Mark Goldberg
By Jeremy Weberman, Staff Writer

you played in the State tennis tournament; how 
did you do?
I came in second in the state
how long have you been playing tennis? 
Since I was about four.
What racket would you recommend? 
Yonnex is my sponsor.
how often do you play tennis? 
I like to play two to three hours a day.
are you already thinking about next year’s 
tennis season? 
Yeah-- singles or doubles for state title, 
and hopefully winning the title. And 
team wise trying to get the whole team 
to states--and winning the CVC for the 
sixth year in a row.

What would you say the key to 
your success has been? 
Fitness, training a lot. Ricky 
Bortz keeps me intact with 
my nutrients for food.
What advice would you give to 
any aspiring tennis player? 
Work hard, and be a good 
teammate.
anything else we should know?                                                                         
Looking at next year, it 
would be nice if we could 
get a bigger fan base. I don’t think 
people realize that we beat the top 
ten teams in the state twice, and lost 
to a team that’s two and four.
What type of things do you do to 
practice in season and out? 
A lot of court training (footwork 
drills) and speed and agility drills.

how has your coach helped you in your 
success? 
My coach is my dad, so he basically 
helped me with everything.
Do you have a routine before playing a 
match? 
I do a little yoga.

Junior Mark Goldberg slams his 
way to 2nd in the state.
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At publication, seniors reported to the guidance office that they will be attending 
the following schools:
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Colette Aboussouan Pennsylvania State University
Jeremy Adler  University of Wisconsin
Lauren Aeder  Cuyahoga Community College
Shaina Allenick  Ohio University
Jordan Altman  Northwood University, Florida
Anthony Amaddio  United States Air Force Academy
Beth Apisdorf  Kent State University
Gilad Ashpis   University of Miami
LaMarv Atkins  United States Air Force 
Ilya Aylyarov  Case Western Reserve University
Andrew Bankhurst The Ohio State University
Hanna Berman  University of Wisconsin
David Beytas  University Southern California
Zachary Binstock  Ohio University
Kaitlin Blumenthal  Ohio University
Bradley Brickman  Cuyahoga Community College
Alena Brown  Ursuline College
Erin Burke   Converse College
Callan  Camin  Notre Dame College of Ohio
Derrahmy Clark  Cuyahoga Community College
Alex Coven   Columbia College
Mareisha Curry  Cleveland State University
Rui Dai   Duke University
Nerissa Darvin  Vanderbilt University
Marquita Davis  Cuyahoga Community College
Ashley Debeljak             Case Western Reserve University
Matthew Deckman Columbus State Community College
Carl DeForest  Rochester Institute of Technology
Lauren Eaton  University of Toledo
Dale Edwards  Morehouse College
John Edwards  Muskingum College
Nicholas Espinosa             Ohio State University, Morrill Scholar  
Abram Feldman  Ohio State University, Honors 
Caren Feldman  Bar-Ilan University, Israel
Olivia Fine   Boston University
Ashleigh Fletcher  University of Toledo
Adam Fludine  University of Cincinnati
Shani Fox   University of Rochester
Lisa Galloway  Kentucky State University
Arielle Gerstenhaber Ohio State University
Andrew Goldblum  Emory University
Molly Goldman  Eastman School of Music
Samuel Goldstein  Binghamton University
Samantha Golovan Ohio State University
Daniel Goodman  Ohio University
Jessica Greenberg  Ohio State University
Allison Gross  Indiana University 
Charlotte Gross  Ohio University
Xin Hao   Case Western Reserve University
Jeremy Harris  Baldwin-Wallace College
Brandon  Hayzlett  Ohio Northern University
Lauren Henkin  The George Washington University
Justin Hernandez  Notre Dame College of Ohio
Anthony Hill  Bowling Green State University
Morgan Hochheiser Indiana University at Bloomington
Mitzi Horrigan  Cuyahoga Community College
Samantha Howard Ohio State University
Jackson Hyams  University of Cincinnati
Adam Jacob   Kent State University
LaVonte Johnson-Campbell United States Air Force
Cory Kippen   Ohio University
Kayla Kirksey  Ursuline College
Eric Krohngold  University of Colorado at Boulder
Lindsay Larkey  University of Cincinnati, Honors 
Adam Lauretig  Grinnell College
Sunghoon Lee  Ohio State University, Morrill Scholar
Brett Leikin   Ohio University

Alison Lipp   Ohio State University
Marla Lipsyc   Columbia University
Galya Loeb   Ithaca College
Inbar Maayan  Arizona State University, Honors
Mollie Marcus  Ohio State University, Scholars
Stephen McCrary   Cuyahoga Community College
Benjamin Milgrom  Miami University, Oxford
Eli Miller   University of Virginia
Kevin Moss   Ohio State University
Raquel Murphy  Kentucky State University
Joshua Musch  Ohio Northern University
Hannah Novinc  Ohio State University, Scholars
Ifeoma Okpala  Cleveland State University
Dalton Pickus  Cuyahoga Community College
Akilah Porter  Kent State University
Andrew  Rabovsky  Vanderbilt University
Julie Rapoport  Ohio University
Linda Robertson   Ohio State University, Honors 
Sabrina Rose  Bar-Ilan / Miami University
Samuel Rosenbaum Ohio State University, Honors
Douglas Rosenthal University of Utah
Jessica Ross   Ohio University
Melissa Rubenstein Kent State University
Abigail Rubin  University of Michigan
Jordan Rzepka   Ohio State University, Scholars
Nathan Rzepka  Ohio University
Julie Sanders  University of Miami
Suzanne Schiavone Boston University
Paige Schiller  Arizona State University
Elijah Sciborowski  Cuyahoga Community College
Jennifer Sekerak  Duke University
Maxwell Selker  Cleveland State University
Gabriel Shapiro  Baldwin-Wallace College
Ling Shen   Cornell University
Max Sheridan  Vanderbilt University
Devorah Shiffman  Ohio University
Nathan Shore  Meorot Chabad / Ohio State 
Robyn Silver  The Ohio State University
Alec Simon    Ohio State University, Honors
Larry Slaughter  Cornell University
Alex Small   Ohio State University
Brandon Smith   Ohio State University, Scholars
Lauren Somerville  Ohio University
Danielle Sperling  Arizona State University
Talya Sterling  Syracuse University
Jared Sternberg  Eastern Michigan University
Rachel Stolyar  University of Cincinnati
Jason Tabachnik  Case Western Reserve University
Daniel Tamarkin  Bucknell University
Lori Teich   Case Western Reserve University
Dmitriy Teterchev  Cuyahoga Community College
Mario Thomas  Cuyahoga Community College
Melissa Toth   Miami University, Oxford
Joseph Tramer  University of Michigan
Bailey Treister  Ohio University
Arica Turoff   Indiana University
Jenae Valentine  Ohio University
Griffen Weisberg  Ohio University
Daniel Weiss  Ohio State University, Honors 
Evan Weiss    Ohio State University
Taryn Weiss    Ohio State University, Scholars
Levi Weiszner  Meorot Chabad /  Kent State 
Justin Wexler  Ohio State University, Honors
Rebecca Wolkoff  University of Michigan
Emily Wyse   University of Maryland
Nahshon Yehudah-Rodgers   University of Toledo
Sean Zimmerman  University of Michigan
Matthew Zukerman University of Arizona

So Long, Seniors!


