
THE OFFICAL STUDENT PUBLICATION OF BEACHWOOD HIGH SCHOOL
VOL. 50  NO. 04
April 1st,  2009
www.beachwoodschools.org

Gettin’ spicy before Spirit Week 
Page 5

The recession hits Beachwood
Page 4 NEW

S

W
hat’

s i
nsid

e t
he w

om
en’

s b
ath

ro
om

s? 
Pg. 

2

FEATUrES

Th
e s

ca
ndalo

us c
ar

eer
 of

 a 

Bea
ch

woo
d blog

ger
, P

g. 
5

SPOrTS

Lac
ro

sse
 &

 

W
res

tli
ng 

Pg. 
15

25100 Fairmount Boulevard   Beachwood, Ohio

photo by Marc Eisenberg

BEACHCOMBER
SON OF A 



between hallways.  In the 200 hallway, the society 
chairs make sure that the women’s bathroom is kept 
at a steamy temperature of around 105˚--not a degree 
lower.  Unfortunately the custodial staff, unaware of this 
prestigious group, often opens a window or two.  But, like 
clockwork, the next morning the bathrooms are up to that 
perfect temperature yet again and the sauna is back in 
operation.
     In the 100 hallway bathroom, recently closed for 
renovations, the society has installed refrigerators and 
freezers with vitamin water and pepto-bismol for those 
who cannot stomach the cafeteria food.  These luxuries 
made the 100 bathroom a prime hang-out destination—
that is, until one of the ceiling tiles fell on a sophomore 
and gave her a concussion.  Like many others, she denied 
knowing anything about the BBS when the Beachcomber 
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     The same question arises time 
again and again: What do women 
do in the bathroom?  And why do 
they always have to go in groups?  A 
recent Beachcomber investigation has 
uncovered an underground female 
bathroom society that has been on the 
“dl” for decades.    
     In order to be admitted to this uber-
secret society, you must be born with 
XX chromosomes.  That being said, 
there is only one rule: no boys allowed.
     Providing services ranging from 
massages to warm towels, the 
Beachwood Bathroom Society 
(otherwise known as Beta Beta Sigma), 
has made our women’s bathrooms into 
veritable spas—complete with their 
own saunas.
     The services provided vary 

attempted to interview her.  
     In the bathroom across from the 
cafeteria, the effects of the society are 
subtle yet ingenious.  Above the left-
most stall there is a gigantic hole.  To 
those unaccustomed to the services 
of the society, it merely looks like an 
empty abyss with large pipes, but 
to those with a trained eye, it is an 
escape route out of the high school 
and directly to Tropical Smoothie 
Café.  Brilliant.
     Lastly, in the 600 hallway 
bathroom, the effects of the group 
can only be seen after you enter the 
stalls.  Inspirational quotations such as 
“Love Yourself!”, “Home Sweet Home” 
and “Nicky is Icky” line the bathroom 
walls to provide amusement for the 
XX-chromosomers.  The Beachcomber 
has unearthed plans to in-“stall” 
televisions in each of the stalls, 
complete with cable and TIVO.  Some 
of the roomier stalls have even been 
outfitted with plush couches for ideal 
television viewing.
     While the efforts of the secret 
society are clear to all (or at 
least, to all those possessing XX 
chromosomes), the hierarchy of the 
highly organized group remains a 
mystery.  There are many whispered 
rumors about who exactly rules the 
nest, but none have been proven.  
One of the more promising, though 
unsubstantiated, rumors is that 
there may be a link between the 

Beachwood Bathroom Society and 
Gossip Jack.  Beachcomber reporters 
are currently trying to prove the 
validity of said rumor, however have 
been thus far unsuccessful.  
      There has never been an interview 
on record with any members or 
leaders and when attempts have been 
made to determine the organizers 
of the society, females tend to feign 
ignorance of the society’s very 
existence.  The reason behind this 
secrecy is unknown, however it is 
believed that organizers wish to 
maintain their level of anonymity 
to prevent the opposite sex from 
approaching them with pleas to 
include males in the society, or at 
least to aid in the creation of a Men’s 
Beachwood Bathroom Society.  Given 
the secrecy that the organizers of the 
society maintain, this fear will most 
likely never come to fruition. 

What really goes on in the women’s bathroom?
by G. Erls Rool, Staff Writer

     In past years, the senior class 
has traditionally won spirit week.  
Though they clearly do not need 
any help doing so, as they are 
clearly the best, it doesn’t hurt 
for competitions to be formatted 
in such a way that the graduating 
class is “helped” to dominate in 
virtually everything.  
     However, this year the powers- 
that-be have determined that 
these safeguards will be taken 
away from the seniors, who have 
slaved away tirelessly through 
four years of high school, 
apparently for naught.  No longer 
will there be assured victories in 
everything; the students will now 
have to actually work to make 
sure that they come out on top.
     More alarming is the recent 
discovery that along with the 
fact that seniors are not going to 
be given an advantage, the staff 
in charge of organizing spirit 
week is in fact working to ensure 
a success for the freshmen.  This 
disturbing breakthrough was 
made after angry students broke 
into the top-secret Spirit Week 
headquarters and classified 
documents that detailed the 
ways in which the untried 
underclassmen would be given 
advantages, and ultimately, a 
victory.   
     When questioned about 
the findings, staff members 
asked to see what the students 
were talking about and then 
proceeded to run away, taking 
the documents with them.  
Though the wanna-be detectives 

chased after them, the staff proved 
to be more wily than was previous 
thought and managed to evade 
their pursuers.  
     Later, those who had made 
the discovery were seen coming 
out of Principal Robert Hardis’ 
office looking pale and shaken.  
Though they denied that such 
a meeting ever occurred, and 
more importantly that they had 
ever found evidence of foul play, 
rumors are circulating that there 
were threats made to the students.  
Some are even suggesting that they 
would be denied graduation tickets 
if they continued to investigate the 
situation.   
     In response, some seniors 
decided to fight the power, 
organizing a rally outside of the 
main office, to which a total of ten 
students attended.  One attendee, 
who wished to remain anonymous, 
took a break from the chant of “Let 
the seniors cheat!  Let the seniors 
cheat!” to comment that, “I think 
after this, they’ll have to see our 
point of view.  I just wish more of 
us had come out for this historic 
protest.”  When questioned as to 
why more seniors had not come, 
the student replied that, “Well…to 
be honest I guess most people just 
don’t care.”
     The protest ended peacefully 
five minutes after it had begun, 
largely due to the fact that most of 
the students, who suffer from acute 
senioritis, decided that they would 
rather go sleep. 

Spirit Week - tragedy for the c/o 2009? 
by Cheetin Iz Gud, Staff Writer

Too long have the senior citizen shoppers of Beachwood 
Place been victimized by the dreaded, purse-grabbing  
“Snatcherman.”

For years, the “Snatcherman” has taken the handbags of 
innocent elderly women at Beachwood Mall, and has swiftly 
escaped time and time again. 

Not even the highly trained “mall-cops” of the Beachwood 
Place security squad have been able to swarm the crime scene 
before the villain flees the parking lot with a stolen purse. 

But now, there is one man who stands between the 
“Snatcherman” and the senior female shoppers in our city’s mall.  
He is known only as the “Real Mr. Purse.” 

It was an ordinary Sunday for Adrian Goldbergerstein as 
she walked back to her car after a day of shopping at Saks Fifth 
Avenue when she was approached by the “Snatcherman”. 

The innocent old lady fought for her handbag, but Ms. 
Goldbergerstein stood no chance against the evil that had 
confronted her as the ne’er-do-well ran off with yet another 
stolen purse.

Just as the “Snatcherman” thought he was in the clear and 
had escaped once again, he found himself face to face with 
Beachwood Place’s newest superhero, the “Real Mr. Purse.” 

The “Snatcherman” attempted to outrun the incredibly 
speedy superhero, but “the Real Mr. Purse” stayed a step ahead 
of the panicking villain.  

The “Snatcherman” then surrendered the handbag to our 
hero; but unfortunately once the “Real Mr. Purse” picked up the 
old lady’s bag to return it, the “Snatcherman” had escaped. 

It is unknown whether the “Snatcherman” will return after 
his encounter with Beachwood Place’s new protector, but we do 
know that he now has someone standing between him and the 
purses of senior female shoppers. 

Stating that he would only speak with Beachcomber 
reporters, the “Real Mr. Purse” said that “ (he) attributes his 
superhuman speed to his recent marathon training.”

This hero’s true identity remains hidden from the public, but 
we have reason to believe that his secret identity could be that 
of a BHS English teacher that plays guitar and coaches baseball.

  Whoever this brave soul may be, the people of 
Beachwood Place are eternally in his debt.

Local superhero makes appearance 
by Lois Lane, Staff Writer

The unassuming entrance to the BBS

photo by Marc Eisenberg



Due to the dwindling economy, 
Harvan has begun to realize that 
he needs to save his money and 
therefore cannot afford the many 
luxuries he was once able to enjoy.  
For this reason, Harvan will be 
offering 150 points of extra credit 
to anyone who brings him Caribou 
Coffee every morning for a week. 
He will also add on 50 more points 
if he is given chocolate.  If the 
chocolate is of a higher quality 
brand, such as Malley’s, the 50 
points may be raised to 100. 
     Why the generosity? 

     “I need my caffeine and sugar!” 
Harvan exclaimed. 
      The desperate teacher clarified 
this, saying, “How am I supposed 
to make my extraordinary, mind-
blowing, two-hundred slide 
powerpoints without my sugar and 
caffeine?” 
     Harvan will clearly no longer 
be able to teach his class at the 
same level of excellence without 
these necessities. So students, for 
the sake of your education and 
your future, take this opportunity 
for extra credit and help out your 
English teacher. 

     Beachwood athletes, excited 
for the new fitness facility, have 
refused to practice outside, due 
to their fear of the changing of 
season.
     After running through the 
halls and throwing in the gym, 
the spring athletes have grown 
accustomed to the controlled 
72º environment while playing 
inside and now cannot stand 
the heat.
     Junior Drew Magilacutty  
started a student coalition 
against the outdoors (SCAOD) 
last week, and he does not see 
an end in sight.
     “It’s too hot out there. I can’t 
stand it. Between the shining 
sun and the green grass, I 
cannot see my team out in that 
jungle,” said Drew.
     Jim Nealson, head coach of 

the Bison Tennis team said, “These 
kids are such prima-donnas, last 
time we went outside, I got 23 
calls, many of which were even 
from parents.”
     Experts suggest that the new 
fitness facility will only make the 
situation worse due to the promise 
of  free, year-long access to a 
comfortable exercise environment.
     Sophomore Thomas Ruthaford, 
a supporter of this new facility, 
said, “We have been so excited for 
this new fitness center.  Not only 
will we not have to go outside, but 
we won’t even have to work out–
from what I hear, the equipment 
works out for you.”
     Some claim that being outdoors 
is good for student athletes, and 
general health, with the fresh 
air and enriching vitamin D, but 
this group is either very quiet, or 
nonexistent at BHS.
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When sophomore Jared Skoff 
walked into Mrs. Hollingsworth’s 
health class on the morning of 
March 7th,  only three words 
came out of his mouth, “Oh my 
God!”

Mrs. Hollingsworth, who has 
been known to wear a  black 
Beachwood Baseball tracksuit 
pullover and matching pants 
every single day, was standing at 
the front of the room with a solid 
green sweater and blue jeans.  

“I had never been so 
surprised in my life,”  Skoff said, “I 
was definitly NOT expecting that.  
I mean, she wore that thing every 
single day.”

Jared was not the only one 
surprised.  One other student in 
the class that morning fainted.

So what caused this sudden 
outfit change?  Dr. Richard 
Lubchenski, head of the 
physiological and behavioral 
department at the Cleveland 
Clinic, tried to offer us an 
explanation.

“In order to find out why 
she stopped wearing the outfit,” 
Lubchenski said, “we must first 
figure out why she started 
wearing the outfit.”

Zachary Uzan, who graduated 
from BHS in 1998, remembers 

Health teacher drops 
outfit after 4,387 days

by F.T. Figgles, Staff Writer
the first day Mrs. Hollingsworth 
started wearing the Beachwood 
Baseball pullover.

“It was right after the baseball 
team had gotten a bunch of these 
pullovers to wear to school on 
game days.  I think they gave one 
to her.  She wore it for the rest of 
the semester and then all of the 
next year.  I mean, they were really 
comfortable, but they got really 
hot if you stood out in the sun for 
too long.  She didn’t seem to mind, 
though.  I’m not gonna lie.  Those 
outfits were really awesome.  I wish 
I still had mine.  I wouldn’t wear it 
every day, but I would still wear it.”

“I think she was addicted to the 
perfect balance of awesomeness 
and comfortableness in the 
pullover,” Lubchenski said, “but 
I think she finally realized that 
maybe a brown sweater and some 
jeans is not a bad outfit to have 
on.”

Sam Ginsburg, another 
sophomore and health student, 
disagrees.  “I know why she wore 
that pullover.  Have you noticed 
that she wears a collared shirt 
under it?  She doesn’t want to 
be too formal.  It’s like saying ‘I’m 
serious, but I’m also here to party.”

So what is the real reason for 
this new outfit?  Nobody will ever 
know except Mrs. Hollingsworth.

by G. Rayde Grubber, Staff Writer
Attention students of Mr. P. Harvan

Outside?  In your dreams.
by Robert Lenniks, Staff Writer

Attention Upper East Siders. The one and only Gossip Girl 
here, your source for all the latest on our favorites. Only today 
we’re not talking about B and her latest breakdown, S and her 
newest fling, Little J’s ridiculous eyeliner, Lonely Boy moping 
over his cougar, or C’s hair (which is increasingly looking like 
a comb over.)  Oh no, we’ve got something far juicier: an 
imposter. Or maybe we should just call him what he really is: 

a wannabe. 

Seems like some kids in a small town in, get this, Ohio, think 
that they can party like us UESs (that’s Upper East Sider, for 
those of you who might be a little slow on the uptake due to 
all that farm air you’re breathing and pigs you’re kissing in the 
Midwest.) They’ve even started their own little website: Gossip 
Jack. Cute, right? They do say imitation is the sincerest form of 
flattery. But, if you’re going flatter me, you should know a few 
things about how the blogosphere works. Let’s begin. 

First, we don’t call ourselves elites. People just know. We 
don’t need to draw attention to ourselves; it just follows us 
wherever we go. Next up, the number one rule of Gossip Girl? 
That there are no rules, and that, my dear friend, makes life all 
the more fun. After all, Gossip Girl is all about breaking rules; 
that’s how the juiciest gossip happens. A note about juicy 
gossip and Gossip Girl herself- anonymity is key.  We don’t just 
preserve the identities of the innocent here, we preserve my 
identity. Word has it that this Gossip Jack has already revealed 
himself to his public. Oh Jack, Jack, Jack, Jack, Jack. How do 
you think people are going to trust you if they know who you 
are? We’re almost done with our lesson, at least for now. There 
are no underclassman “elites” as you call them. Gossip revolves 
around those who rule the school: the seniors. All the others 
might play parts in a scandal, but the seniors are up front and 
center. 

Last, brace yourself Gossip Jack. There will always be only one 
Gossip Queen and that is me. I’m not sure that a small town 
bumpkin like you can handle the pressure. Remember, it can 
get lonely here at the top, but at least I always have the best 
view. Get ready for the fight of your life. 

You know you love me (and wanna be me),

XOXO,

Imposters and Wannabes

Local superhero makes appearance 

During the week before spring break, Amnesty 
International and the class of 2010 encouraged the school 
to donate money to their respective fundraisers, Cash for the 
‘Stache and the Kiss the Pig. Both fundraisers were successful. 

However, on Friday afternoon, Mr. Hardis and Mr. Chase 
barged into the Mac computer lab, asking desperately 
for Amnesty International Exec Board member, Suzanne 
Schiavone. What followed led Suzanne Schiavone to cry out, 
“This money was going to a good cause!” and Mr. Hardis to 
despair, “Those poor Darfur orphans!”

Apparently, all the money towards Cash for the ‘Stach had 
disappeared. Suzanne Schiavone had been one of the last 
people in charge of the money and was the first suspect that 
Mr. Hardis and Mr. Chase questioned. However, Schiavone 
had a solid alibi and was released after hours of arduous 
interrogation.  

Police are now involved in the case. Hopefully before long, 
the money raised for Save Darfur will turn up. 

Charity money disappears
by Mo Ney Gone, Staff Writer

WANT YOUR VOICE TO BE HEARD?

THE BEACHCOMBER WELCOMES NEW WRITERS!

CONTACT MR. DAVIS, RUI DAI OR SUZANNE SCHIAVONE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

gossip girl

gossip girl
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by Suzanne Schiavone, Staff Writer

Though the impact of 
the economic crisis has not 
been as clear in Beachwood 
as in surrounding areas, the 
suburb is not immune from 
economic problems.  

These problems have 
begun to affect the budget 
of the Beachwood City 
Schools.  Though the school 
system is by no means in the 
red, the Board of Education 
felt it necessary to enact, 
on March 18th, one of the 
largest reductions in force 
(RIFs) in the school district’s 

recent history. The school board’s decision was 
met with anger and frustration from many 
of the parents, teachers and students who 
attended the meeting.

The board’s decision was partly motivated 
by projections regarding the city’s tax base. 
Around the United States, companies are going 
belly-up left and right; Aleris, for example, 
whose world headquarters is located in 
Beachwood, filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection in 
February. The 
company that owns 
the Beachwood 
Mall, General 
Growth Properties, 
is beginning to feel 
the crunch as well- 
with $1.18 billion in 
past due debt and 
an additional $4.09 
billion of debt which 
could be accelerated 
by its lenders, 
according to Reuters.  

Also significant to 
note is Beachwood’s 
disagreement with 
the Cleveland Clinic 
over whether or not 
the Clinic is exempt 
from property 
taxes.  If the city 
wins the case, then 
the Cleveland Clinic 
would owe the 
city around $8 
million dollars 
in back taxes, 
including penalties 
and interest.  The school district would receive 
about $4 million of this.  Although this money 
would make a significant difference for 
Beachwood schools, the case has been going 
on for around five years and there is little to no 
chance that it will be decided any time soon.  

The epidemic of foreclosures has hit 
Beachwood as well.   According to a Plain 
Dealer article from March 8th, between January 
2006 and February 2009, the Cuyahoga 
County Common Pleas Court “handled 39,522 
properties involved in foreclosure filings….
nearly one out of every twelve parcels of 
privately owned land.”  While Beachwood has 
not been hit as hard as other cities in Cuyahoga 
County, it has been affected.  The crisis certainly 
explains the lack of growth in the suburb.  The 
foreclosures in the city also partially explain 
that although Beachwood received 91% of the 
money owed in tax collections, there is still 9% 
owed in delinquencies.      

Another contributing factor was the lack 
of a levy in the recent election.  Considering 
that many Beachwood citizens have received 
pay cuts--or even worse, have been laid off--
the school district administration did not feel 
that it was realistic to put a tax levy on the 
ballot in 2008, when the city had projected 

(after passing the last operating levy in 
November 2005) that it would be put 
to the ballot.  Beachwood is one of the 
few school districts in northeastern Ohio 
that has never failed to pass a levy, and 
because Superintendent Dr. Richard 
Markwardt believes that a failure would 
cause a distinctly different feel to the 
school district, the Board of Education 
did not want to risk this happening.  So, 
as Markwardt explained, the BOE decided 
that the best option for the livelihood of 
the district would be to slow down on 
spending so that when the levy is put to 
the ballot within the next few years, it can 
be passed.       

In the meantime, the school district 
has begun to make severe reductions in 
spending.  One point of contention in the 
arduous process of reducing has been the 
fact that the district currently has a district 
fund balance of about ten million dollars.  
While this number is large, the district 
administrators believe that within two 
years the school system will be in a deficit.  
This is largely because costs, particularly 

in the realm of utilities, heat, and supplies, 
rose by thirteen percent in the past year.    

When looking to cut costs, the first 
thing that Treasurer Michele Mills and 
the Board of Education looked at was 
discretionary spending.  $845,000 was 
recently cut from these accounts, but 
the school district did not believe that 
would make a big enough difference.  
So although the district made major 
reductions in terms of discretionary 
spending, they felt that salaries and 
benefits, which make up almost 80% of the 
budget, needed to be cut as well.       

On February 11th, Markwardt revealed 
the possibility of RIFs to the faculty and 
staff through an email.  Staff members who 
were going to be RIFed were notified in 
March and voted upon in a special Board 
meeting on Wednesday, March 18th.  

Those RIFed include 2.4 teachers, 1.53 
instructional tutors, 3.28 instructional 
aides, two bus drivers, and cleaning staff, 
whose work days were reduced from 
260 days per year to 222 days per year.  
Additionally, the long term substitutes, 
who are by definition filling one 

assignment, and the Title 1 tutors, were not 
rehired.  Several of these positions were 
not cut altogether, but rather were made 
part time. Additionally, some positions  
may be eliminated through retirements.

However, as seen during the Board 
meeting, there is a deep divide between 
the views of the Board of Education and 
some members of the community.  The 
meeting, which was so packed that many 
were forced to stand, showed a united 
body which was not happy with the 
way that the district was handling the 
current economic situation.  And though 
Markwardt and the school board, who 
voted unanimously on every single issue 
without pause, tried to explain as well 
as possible their reasoning behind the 
reductions in force, many community 
members were up in arms.  

Markwardt explained that the RIFs 
reflect the current reality in the school 
district; for example, if the reasons behind 
the hiring of a certain faculty member no 
longer exist, then it doesn’t make sense to 
maintain their position.  Also, Markwardt 

noted that he made 
sure “that people know 
before,” so that they 
would have time to look 
for new jobs.  

However, the reality 
remains that even 
though the Board of 
Education tried to look at 
areas where it would be 
feasible to cut without 
hurting the students, 
many members of the 
community, be they 
students, parents, or 
those more closely 
connected to the 
schools, disagree with 
the decisions made.  
Through the comments 
made at the meeting, 
it was clear that many 
believe that not only will 
students be adversely 
affected, but  that they 

were not being heard.  
High School 

Principal Robert Hardis 
explained that though 
“choices in cuts are 
not ones that anyone 

wants to make,” they made sure to do 
“what will have the least impact.” 

One issue that was not brought up 
at the meeting was the recently passed 
stimulus package.  Because it is so new, it 
is still something of a “moving target”, as 
Markwardt explained.  The school district is 
expecting that it will receive an increase of 
around $350,000 in federal money during 
the next fiscal year which will go towards 
the Special Education program.  This 
begs the question of whether or not this 
amount was considered when determining 
whether or not to enact RIFs. Due to the 
fact that the money is still up in the air, the 
Board most likely saw it as such.

Additionally, per Governor Strickland’s 
new school funding formula, Beachwood 
will be one of 24 school districts that may 
lose money, “if the new school funding 
plan is fully implemented in its current 
form.” Markwardt explained that if put into 
effect, the state funding would decrease 
for the district by about $650,000 annually.  
Though this would be a major blow for 
this district if enacted, the Superintendent 

Beachwood Board of Education Accounting Projection
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April Calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

29
Spring Break

30
Spirit Week (All 
week)

31
Spring Sports 
Pictures

1 2
Student Open 
Forum

3
3rd Quarter Ends

4
ACT Testing

5 6 7 8 9 10
No School - Good 
Friday

11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19
Senior Spaghetti 
Dinner

20
Drama Tech Week 
Begins

21 22 23
PTO Garage Sale 

24
PTO Garage Sale
Spring Musical

25
PTO Garage Sale
Spring Musical

26
PTO Garage Sale
Spring Musical

27 28 29 30
Senior 
Graduation 
Speech Trialout

1 2
SAT Testing

Reminders:
The football program is looking for parent/student/community member volunteers for the upcoming season.  Volunteers are •	
needed to film games/scrimmages and to keep offensive, defensive, and special teams statistics during each game/scrmmage.  
Anyone interested can contact head coach Ryan Williams at 440-786-8337 or e-mail him at ryanandkristin@sbcglobal.net.
If you would like to have an event put on this calendar, please contact Rui Dai or Suzanne Schiavone•	

5

     “Notice how naughty and scandalous are 
two completely different words.” 
     So begins the March 10th post by the 
infamous yet ever-elusive Gossip Jack, a 
name that evokes rage in some, laughter 
in others, and has the Beachwood student 
body scrambling for more. 
     BW Gossip Jack began the scandalous 
blog on February 10th, as a Beachwood 
counterpart to the notorious Gossip Girl 
of the CW television show by the same 
moniker. It purports to convey, “Only the 
hottest gossip from BW’s elite,” going as far 
as to detail “Who’s in, who’s out,” as well as 
“Who’s hooking up and who is breaking up.” 
From its humble beginning, the blog has 
in its own words “blown up,” gaining many 
official followers in mere days. From two 
posts in the month of February, Gossip Jack 
went on to crank out as many as three posts 
a day, and to boast a guest writer, Gossip 
Queen, who makes occasional appearances 
to convey “her” own tidbits.
     Vast numbers of students have read BW 
Gossip Jack, and even more have heard of 
it. Students have been heard reading the 
posts to each other in the library, and many 
accusations have been made in regards 
to the identity of Gossip Jack, though by 
this point most people think they know 
who the “secret” creator is. A rival blog 
even made a brief appearance, but quickly 
disappeared, forced out of commission 
after disseminating some less-than-savory 
posts and photographs. 
      Gossip Jack details the scandalous 
secrets of the “elites”, all of whom are 
named by initials and descriptive features. 
Those who have trouble figuring out the 
identities of the subjects are aided by First 
Class’s handy feature in which one can type 
in initials and be presented with a list of all 
those in the school with those initials. 
      But of course an occurrence this 
juicy could not escape the attention of 
the Beachwood administration, who 
immediately blocked the site, effectively 
banning it from school grounds. BW Gossip 
Jack countered by making “his” posts 
available on Twitter, allowing posts to be 
sent directly to the cell phones of anyone 
who subscribes. The administration seemed 

by Brynne Sekerak, Staff Writer
Gossip Jack rocks Beachwood socialites

to parry this blow by not only making an 
announcement but also by composing a 
mass e-mail forbidding blogging about 
others, thus rendering Gossip Jack the 
forbidden fruit of Beachwood, and all the 
more enticing. 
     However, the infamous “blog 
announcement” was not about BW Gossip 
Jack. In fact, according to Mr. Chase, the 
blog is legally sound. The mass e-mail and 
in school announcement responded to The 
Real Beachwood Blogger, the now defunct 
site notorious for taking Gossip Jack’s light-
hearted fun to a deeper, more caustic, level, 
prompting two parents to contact the school 
over its contents. 
     So what makes one site so contaminated 
that it must be removed, while the other 
gets off scot free? The distinction lies in the 
content, explains Assistant Principal Paul 
Chase. He was clear that for illicit blogging, 
“Consequences can be severe,” and that 
what renders a blog punishable is if it boasts, 
“Profane language, derogatory comments, 
harassment, and intimidation.” He explained 
that all of these fall under the category of, 
“suspendable offenses,” for even though 
students are protected by free speech, if it 
affects the way the school day is run, it then 
falls under the school’s jurisdiction. 
     So far, however, BW Gossip Jack has run 
into little or no administrative interference, 
as it has been carefully towing the delicate 
line between freedom of speech 
and punishable offenses. “Although 
I don’t agree with the material, it’s 
not really crossing over a line unless 
it affect the school day… only then 
can the school interfere.”  Chase said 
pensively in his interview. On the 
other hand, The Real Beachwood 
Blogger was, “Starting to cross over 
a line,” and thus is now obsolete.  He 
concisely summed up the situation 
regarding BW Gossip Jack, saying 
that, “Any type of gossip is immature 
and unprofessional, but…does not 
break any laws where I can address 
it.” The administration has been 
proactive however, taking steps to 
speak with the mysterious gossip 
Jack in order to “tell him to be 

careful.” 
     The student body is abuzz with everything 
Gossip Jack writes, and the administration 
became involved less than a month after 
its introduction, but one crucial question 
remains: Why? What exactly prompted Gossip 
Jack to take Beachwood by storm? True to 
Gossip Jack form, “he” was quick to offer his 
pithy repartee when these questions were 
posed to him. He stated that he created the 
blog out of “Pure randomness. Besides,” he 
added cleverly, “Who doesn’t love a little 
gossip?” When asked about the purpose of 
his blog, he responded that it was, “To expose 
the most scandalous happenings of the elite.” 
     Gossip Jack is also well informed of the 
student body’s reaction to his blog, saying 
that he has seen “Love, hate, jealousy. 
Everyone wants to be on it, but everyone 
won’t admit it.” 
     Sadly, tragedy has struck for Gossip Jack’s 
many dedicated followers, as the blog’s 
previous site has recently been overrun by 
an odd ode to various cheese snacks. But 
Gossip Jack seems unflustered (and dare 
we say it, unsurprised?) by this strange 
turn of events, saying simply, “Don’t worry 
about its deletion.”  Ultimately, BHS students 
are left wondering: What exactly does this 
mysterious blogger have up his sleeve?
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     Going into the state 
tournament, head coach Nicole 
Robinson was confident in her 
debaters, and rightfully so. Junior 
Matt Baron, his teammates Elliot 
Angart, and Anna Swanson were 
all having a phenomenal year, and 
fully expected to place at the State 
Tournament.
    Last month they did just that. 
     “We did Amazing,” said 
Robinson in response to the team’s 
accomplishments in Columbus. 
In the student congress category, 
Matt Baron placed 
third in the state, 
Angart took 7th, and 
sophomore Anna 
Swanson swiped 20th, 
all remarkable feats 
considering their 
overall youth. 
     This young 
Beachwood team 
promises to be 
even better in the 
2009/2010 season, as 
all three placers will 
return, not to mention 

Debate team goes to States
by Blake Atherton, Staff Writer

other skilled underclassmen. 
Baron will next year return as 
a senior, and will likely be the 
favorite to take the state title, 
while student congress debaters 
Angart and Swanson will also be 
in the running as they enter their 
junior year. Robinson continues 
to show confidence in her squad 
for the coming season, saying that 
the group will do “really great,” in 
09/10,  “We have a lot of time,” she 
continued, “and everyone is really 
young. “

     Recently, the Gay Straight 
Alliance has come under attack 
from students who have been 
tearing down and/or writing 
negative remarks on their posters.  
     The President of GSA, Jared 
Sternberg, has observed students 
defacing the signs and comments, 
“if they are torn down we’ll just 
hang them up again”.  On April 
17th, some members of the 
GSA will be participating in the 
national “Day of Silence”.   This 
is a day for those who want to 
support Gay rights and speak out 
(by remaining silent) against hate 
crimes.  

GSA battles intolerance with “day of silence”
by Aaron Lynch, Staff Writer

     After much anticipation, the 
Beachwood Schools website 
has now been updated.  The 
new design includes easier-to-
navigate drop down menus 
and a sleek new color scheme.  
     Communications Director 
Michelle Burgess says the site 
will be easier to update than 
the previous one.  This hip, 
new layout will most likely be 
changed yearly to keep the 
website fresh.  Additionally, the 
news and calendar pages are 
updated every few days.  These 
new elements help the website 
to “evolve,” in Burgess’ words, 
and become more “like a 
college site.”  Along with newer 
and easier login information for 
current students, there is also a 
prospective parents’ page that 
allows prospective parents to 
preview the Beachwood school 
system.  
     Since the launch of this 
much-anticipated novelty, 
there have been many “we’ve 
been waiting” responses from 

New website launched
by Sam Lowenkamp, Staff Writer

Recently, the Beachwood 
Marketing class competed in the 
DECA District 10 competition at 
Cuyahoga Community College.  

Through DECA, an association 
of marketing students, there are 

Tony Hill to attend international 
marketing competition

Press release by Jordan Altman

students.  This response has 
usually been followed by 
positive feedback, especially 
for the shortened url, wwww.
beachwoodschools.org, 
and then the email address 
of @beachwoodschools.
org.  Burgess describes 
these changes in the web 
url and email address as 
one of the many efforts 
made to “streamline” the 
site and system.  With this 
change in email, there should 
not be any lost messages 
between the new and the 
old because mail sent to the 
previous e-mail addresses 
automatically roll over to the 
new ones.  
     To allow the website to 
continue with its “evolution,” 
Burgess hopes to increase the 
amount of feedback between 
staff and students so that she 
can develop the website to fit 
the ever-changing needs of 
websites.

Tony Hill enjoys his success.

volunteering, fundraising and 
business competitions. At the 
DECA District 10 competition, a 
majority of the students placed 
in their specified areas and 
three of the students placed 
high enough to advance to 
the DECA State competition.  
These students were Shane 
Becker-Aurora H.S., Jordan 
Altman-Beachwood H.S. and 
Tony Hill-Beachwood H.S. Shane 
and Jordan competed against 
each other in the Restaurant 
Management series but it was 
Tony who came up on top, 
placing 2nd in the state in the 
Quick Serve Management Series. 

Tony will now be traveling 
to Anaheim, California on April 
28th-May 3rd to compete 
against 15,000 other DECA 
students from around the world. 
We are confident that with all 
of the hard work, studying, and  
time that Tony has committed to 
DECA, he will find success at the 
International DECA Contest. 
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     Teachers will be informed 
ahead of time, and exceptions 
to the silence may be made by 
teacher request for their class.  The 
GSA is determined to stay active 
at Beachwood High School as 
they have begun the process of 
establishing voting procedures 
for electing next year’s slate.  The 
GSA is a group that hopes to make 
others understand and respect 
people who have different beliefs. 
     The GSA invites any and all that 
wish to join in the “Day of Silence” 
to see Jared Sternberg or Mitzi 
Horrigan for information.  

The debate team flaunts their winning placard.
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You thought you only saw these people on 
Maury or COPS, but no. The halls of Beachwood 
High School were full of drag kings and queens 
Thursday, March 19th.

Why did these people dress in drag you may 
ask? According to Craig Alexander, Student 
Activities Director, it was the Thursday event of a 
Spirit Week teaser.

Although this may seem odd to some, Mr. 
Alexander felt that these spirit days helped increase 
school spirit.

During the week, students were to wear sport 
jerseys on Monday, St. Patrick’s Day attire on 
Tuesday, groovy 1960’s threads on Wednesday, and 
Bison wear on Friday.

“Some days were more successful than others,” 
Mr. Alexander said.

He/She (?) has spirit
by Marc Eisenberg, Staff Writer
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you. The friendly atmosphere seems to 
be contagious, both to you and the other 
patrons. 

Following a short wait, your appetizers 
arrive. You ordered a hot soup that gives you 
a safe and warm feeling. When you look into 
the dark broth you can see chunks of shrimp, 
chicken, and bamboo.  When you take a sip, 
this feeling soothes you from the winter chill 
outside. You soon finish the last bite of your 
soup, scraping up all you can. 

Finally, your main course arrives. But here 
you share with all your family. Each person 
ordered something different, and sharing is 
commonplace. Finally, when everyone has 
had their fill, you’re done. 

You then flag down the waiter to get 
your check. He brings the check with fortune 
cookies.  Yours reads, “good things happen to 
those who do good.” Finally you walk out, and 
the two horses seem to be winking goodbye. 

sounds of nature provide all the motivation 
you need to go that extra mile.  

No one judges you in this paradise.  
There is no dress code or cover charge.  The 
only thing that exists is you, and the vision 
of what you came here for. 

Running in the Beachwood City Park has 
done more than just get me in shape; it has 
provided an escape from reality.  
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MJ: What is one thing you want other 
students to know about you that they 
may find interesting?
JC: My favorite game of all time is capture 
the flag.
MJ: How long have you been a student/ 
resident of Beachwood? If no, explain 
where you’ve lived.
JC: I’ve lived in Beachwood since 2005, 
so three years now. Before that, I lived in 
New Orleans, but I grew up in Mississippi. 
I have only been a student at Beachwood 
High School for two years.
MJ: What extracurricular activities are you 
involved in?
JC: My extracurricular activities include 
lacrosse, yearbook, multicultural club, and 
link crew.
MJ: How do you deal with stress from 
schoolwork?
JC: I run, listen to music, and watch TV to 
help deal with stress.
MJ: Do you have any hobbies?
JC: Besides the activities I participate in at 
school, I like to draw and volunteer
MJ: Would you consider yourself a friendly 
person?
JC: Yea, I have moved so much that 
being friendly and outgoing is almost a 
necessity.
MJ: Additional information? 
JC: I love watching sports, especially if 
it’s basketball or one of my favorite SEC 
teams. As far as music goes, I will listen to 
anything. I’m a huge fan of Law and Order: 
SVU, though. I may have seen close to 
every episode.

     The small size of our school allows almost 
everyone to recognize each other.  But exactly 
how much do you know about the faces you 
see every day? 
     This is the third in a series profiling four 
BHS students picked randomly from each 
grade. This issue, we are focusing on a junior. 
Using a randomly selected number from a 
calculator, Joyce Catherine Neville, number 
87 in the junior class, was selected to share 
some information with the Beachcomber and 
become more than just that person you see 
every day.

STUDENT PrOFILE

Interviewed by Matt Jacobs, Staff Writer

Joyce Catherine Neville

Eleven O’clock on a Monday 
morning, and the Caribou is 
overflowing with customers in need 
of their daily caffeine.  The cozy shop, 
with its rust-colored walls, is filled 
with the sweet aroma of coffee.   

The shop is crowded; even all 
the tables surrounding the windows 
outside the store are occupied, 
keeping one woman from sitting 
among the rest.  

She is warm inside a loose royal 
blue turtleneck sweater.  Over the 
back of her chair hangs a worn black 
jacket, with a brown plaid scarf 
hanging out of the pocket, brushing 
the black and white checkered floor.  
The boots she is wearing must be 
years old, with worn soles and loose-
fitting sides.  

She talks on the phone, inquiring, 
“What about the thank you notes, 
you need to hurry up and get those 

Caribou Coffee

done before it’s too late.”  The child tells her that they 
have already written a bunch, to which she replies “Oh 
yeah?  Well how many have you written today?”  The 
child clearly gives a satisfactory answer because she 
drops the subject and moves on to Shabbat dinner 

by Ena Jones, Staff Writer

Portrait of a Place
The following are observations made by BHS 

students at some of their favorite places.

There’s a place in busy Beachwood, 
Ohio where the sound of ringing cell 
phones or the hectic feel of a crowded 
store do not exist.  

It is the only place in town where you 
can witness a large family of deer resting 
in the tall rustling grass and an eagle rests 
its wings on a towering tree in the same 
moment.

People come to this place after a long 
double shift at work, or following a nerve- 
wracking English final that took over much 
of the day.

Hearing the many different birds 
chirping while the leaves audibly sway 
in the wind liberates your tired mind and 
now the struggles that previously haunted 
your life no longer exist.  

iPods have no use in this place; the 

Beachwood City Park
by Brett Leikin, Staff Writer

A hidden path in the Beachwood Park West

photo by Marc Eisenberg

When you pull into P.F. Chang’s, you 
enter a parking lot packed with cars.  Your 
first thought is, “I need to find a spot.”  
When you finally do find that elusive 
spot and make your way to the entrance, 
you’re greeted by two huge horses who 
seem to be creating a gate out of their 
risen hooves. You walk into a dimly lit 
room filled with laughter and a blend of 
exotic scents.  

You’re then led by a hostess to a 
lamplit booth or table close to another 
party who are talking and laughing over 
their dinner. On your opposite side, there 
is an older couple dining with a glass 
of red wine and who do not seem to be 
disturbed in any way by the noise around 
them.  

Soon, your waiter arrives and takes 
your orders. While waiting for your food, 
you joke and laugh with those around 

P.F. Chang’s
by Jeremy Weberman, Staff Writer

before saying goodbye and 
continuing to read the open 
newspaper in front of her. 

A crumpled receipt lies in 
the corner of the table with 
an opaque, plastic, white bag.  
She reaches into her plain 
black purse and removes her 
black oval reading glasses.  
She reaches for her mug of 
coffee, taking a sip before 
resuming her reading.  

While skimming through 
the newspaper, one article 
catches her attention, and 
makes her smirk as she reads 
on.  

She then glances at her 
watch, deciding she has been 
here long enough.  She folds 
the newspaper, putting it in 
the plastic bag.  Removing her 
glasses, she puts them back 
into her purse, stands up and 
puts her coat and brown scarf 
on.  The woman walks briskly 
through the glass doors 
without looking back.

photo by Marc Eisenberg
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Nicky Espinosa and Jordan Rzepka sing their unusual duet.

The directors of the show, Taryn Weiss, Sam Golovan, Ali Lipp, Colette Aboussouan, and Suzanne Schiavone announce the start of the show.

Charlotte Gross sings a memorable 
showtune from Hairspray.

Once Upon...

Vance Coles rhymes against racism.
Sam Terkel hits the frets.  

The drill team shows off their moves.

The cheerleaders start the second act with a bang.

Eric Krohngold and Callan Camin heat up the stage with “Fever”.

“Teachers” strike a pose in the Teacher’s Lounge skit.
Galya Loeb gets laughs from the audience.

Mark Blackwell sings a classic Beatles tune.

Mariah Parker performs a classic 
jazz number.

Simon McCarthy jams out on the drums.

Jake Goldberg thumps out a base line.

photos by Marc Eisenberg
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A White and Gold

nOGT and F+ closes the show with a blast.

Danny Weiss soulfully sings “Hallelujah”.

Matt Deckman improvises a solo on his guitar.

...and Battle of the Bands
Maya Rosenblum captivates her audience with her original piece. Sarah Diamond and Raleigh Cohen dance to “Black 

and Gold”. 

It was 7:50 p.m. on Friday, March 
7th. The auditorium was buzzing 
with conversation and anxiety 
before Battle of the Bands. While 
the musicians waited their turn to 
wow the crowd, spectators waited 
to be amazed or disappointed.  
Behind the curtain there were quiet 
sounds of guitars being tuned 
and voices being shaped.  As the 
announcement was made that the 
first set would be up momentarily, 
the crowd quieted itself and waited.  

Chelsea Glosser and Solly Poprish 
were the first to ascend the stage. 
Solly would be playing guitar while 
Chelsea was on vocals.  Without any 
sign of anxiety or intimidation, they 
opened the show with covers like 
“Let it be”.  Their act had a folky feel 
and seemed to get a great response.   
Sophomore Chelsea Glosser said, “ I 
was really nervous all day, but once I 
got up there, I felt good.” 

After Chelsea and Solly’s next 
two songs, Kevin Jones and Brandon 
Hayzlett came up as “Turtle Hurtle.” 
They sang songs gearing towards a 
more comic effect, like “Pokemon,” 
“DnD,” and “Spiderman.”  The duo 
seemed to have been successful 
in making everyone laugh.  Kevin 
Jones said his only regret was that 
“we couldn’t learn Hakuna Mattata 
before the show.”

Following “Turtle Hurtle,” 
freshman Masha Soprunova 
came on stage with seniors Adam 
Jacob and Cory Kippen. They 
played “I’ll follow you into the 
dark,” and eventually broke into 

by Jeremy Weberman, Staff Writer

Chelsea Glosser 

Vance Coles and Eric Krohngold entertained the audience.

Sam Terkel plays a classical acoustic piece.

Troy Simmons

“Scottie doesn’t know,” in an 
unsuccessful attempt to get 
the whole crowd singing.  

The next performer was a 
student from Orange named 
David Palkovitz who played 
three songs he wrote by himself; 
he was greeted with a hurrah of 
boos at the mention of Orange. 
Next, Sam Terkel and Solly Poprish 
came up as a duo of two acoustic 
guitars. They played classic music 
with a Latin feel. Sam said, “I was 
pretty confident we would place in 
the top three,” and he was right. They 
came in second.  

After they finished their set, 
Sam Terkel came back up with Eric 
Krohngold, Troy Simmons, and Simon 
McCarthy. They played a fun set with 
songs like “Let’s get it Started” and 
“Message in a Bottle.” After that was 
Eric Krohngold; he played an acoustic 
set of almost “unknown” songs. He 
had a very loud and well-projected 
voice. He came in third place. 

Following Eric, everyone thought 
the judges went to make a decision 
as to who won. But in an odd 
sequence of events, Maya Rosenblum 
came out of nowhere and played her 
set. She only played two songs that 
she wrote herself; they were very 
powerful and she was able to grab 
hold of the entire audience.  

After the judges convened, Maya 
Rosenblum won; she received a 
$100 gift certificate to Guitar Center. 
Although she was not able to be 
reached for an interview, it’s safe to 
say she’s pleased. 

photos by M
arc Eisenberg



eat lunch in a large group of friends, also 
often six to eight friends.  But within 
that group, most of the time there is an 
undeniable inner circle; a “clique” that 
may hang out at other times during the 
day, without the extended group.  And 
sometimes, these lunch groups are a 
combination of two cliques.  In addition, 
I have noticed that with the extended 
group of friends, there is a functional 
purpose, which is eating lunch, and 
without that purpose of the meeting, 
the inner circle is all that remains when 
meeting to talk at other points during the 
day.  And this applies to both students 

and teachers.
These cliques 

of teachers often 
form based on the 
subject taught, 
or simply based 
on location in 
the building.  For 
example, people 

teaching on the second floor do not need 
to interact with anyone who is not on the 
second floor, the reason being that their 
only necessary entrance and exit is at the 
pool doors.  With the exception of going 
to the office to check in or pick up mail, 
the teachers upstairs really do not need 
to interact with teachers on the bottom 
floor.  There is a similar situation with the 
teachers in the English wing, since they 
also do not need to leave their wing most 
of the time.

I mean no disrespect to any teachers, 
but it is the truth; people get used to 
their own way of relating to others, and 
some are more prone to form cliques than 
others, at any age.  People change in many 
respects, but when you see how they 
relate to other people, this social dynamic 
does not change from five to ninety-five.
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     Train nailed it when they sang 
“…drops of Jupiter…”
     George Lucas got it when he 
directed “Star Wars”
     Even Mother Goose 
understood it when she wrote 
“Twinkle Twinkle Little Star.”
The human fascination with 
astronomy has been sung 
about, written about, and 
spoken about throughout 
history.  Simultaneously making 
us feel tiny in comparison to it 
all and yet large in the sense 
that we have the capacity to 
grapple with what lies beyond 
the atmosphere, astronomy 
encourages us to think, to 
wonder, to imagine.   What 
can be out there?  How can 
we know?  What should we do 
about it?
     Galileo Galilei was an 
individual whose interest was 
piqued by the uncertainties of 
the skies.  Exactly four hundred 
years ago, the curious Italian 
mathematician turned his newly 
created telescope to the shining 
vastness and ushered in an age 
of intense scientific progress.  
Since those fateful days of 
rudimentary astronomical 
observations, humans have 

Science 
Corner

by Lauren Wyman, Staff Writer
Celebrating the stars: From Galileo to Pat Monahan

taken the universe by leaps and 
bounds—and we progress light-
years at a time into the realm of 
ultimate understanding.  
     The International Year of 
Astronomy is a world-wide 
celebration of Galileo’s first step 
towards scientific modernity 
and the following centuries of 
advancement.   From Austria to 
Vietnam, one hundred countries 
are tipping up their hats to the 
Italian scientist and concocting 
ways to honor him.  
     Students from Pakistan and 
India were brought together 
to view a lunar eclipse; officials 
hope that this temporarily 
bonding over astronomy may 
help ease political tensions.  
In New Zealand, amateur 
astronomers are sponsoring 
“star parties,” gatherings in 
which students from all over 
the country view celestial 
objects through telescopes.  In 
Costa Rica, astronomy experts 
are “spreading the love” of 
astronomy by traveling from 
school to school with telescopes 
and textbooks.   
     However seemingly 
insignificant these gatherings 
may seem to one accustomed 

to American extravagance, 
the mere idea that people 
from different countries, from 
difference cultures, are uniting 
in a brilliantly scientific way is 
phenomenal.  It is amazing that 
all of the silly border disputes 
and religious conflicts seem to 
lose their power in the context 
of infinity.  
     In the U.S., the International 
Year of Astronomy is taking a 
different form—one of national 
improvement in addition to 
astronomical awareness.   A 
project being undertaken is a 
campaign to cull light pollution 
across the nation.  For those who 
haven’t had the opportunity to 
stargaze at band camp, light 
pollution is light that leaks from 
streetlights, house windows, 
skyscrapers and obscures our 
view of the night sky.  The 
Cleveland sky, in particular, is 
extremely light polluted; on a 
clear night you can probably see 
less than 30% of the stars visible 
to the unaided eye.  
     This “Dark Skies Awareness” 
campaign is attempting 
to catalogue levels of light 
pollution in urban areas and 
reduce unnecessary light flow 

into the 
atmosphere.  
By doing so, 
the U.S. is trying 
to finish Galileo’s 
initial mission of 
global astronomical 
progress and popular 
interest—as more and more 
people will be enraptured by 
the beauty of the stars with a 
decrease in light pollution.   
     Astronomy allows us to reach 
up up and away, to grapple 
with fundamental questions, 
and to feel the exhilaration of 
dreaming of something more.  
So, next time you’re outside on 
a clear night… look up.   It’s the 
least you can do for good ol’ 
Galileo.   
    So, the next time you are 
sailing across the Sun, falling 
from a shooting star, remember 
that you have good ol’ Galileo to 
thank.  From outreach to global 
involvement to environmental 
improvements, the International 
Year of Astronomy has kicked 
off to a fantastic start.  

The Facebook layout seems to have taken a 
turn for the worse.  Many users have been heard 
saying, “I logged on, and confused by what I saw, 
logged off.  When I logged on again, I realize that 
what I saw was permanent, and it sucked.” 

The goal of Facebook is to keep the 
thousands of teens and adults hooked on the 
site by constantly making changes or additions 
to keep things interesting.  The only problem 
now is that they are having the opposite effect.

The only point of making changes is to 
improve something.  The new Facebook layout 
is more confusing, less fun, and certainly less 
efficient.  

As Ananya Marathe wrote (in “Facebookese”), 
“Well cuz i hate how everyones news feed is like 
the main focus of attention and icant find all the 
applications easily.”

There are dozens of groups being made 
expressing their hatred toward the new 
Facebook layout.  It doesn’t end at groups, 
though. There are bumperstickers, statuses, and 
wall posts everywhere criticizing the new look.

One specific bumpersticker complains about 
the efficiency of the new layout.  It says, “This 
new Facebook layout is really taking a toll on 
my stalking.” This is a joke, of course, but it gets 
the point across.  The new Facebook is not an 
improvement; it is more difficult to use.  

Every student in Beachwood who has a 
facebook seems to hate the new layout, and 
considering you can count the kids who don’t 
have a Facebook on one hand, that is quite a lot 
of angry teenagers.  

Polls are being taken all over Facebook, open 
for anyone to vote, and explain the reasoning for 
their opinion.

It is extremely difficult to come across even 
one post that is positive toward the new layout.  
Hopefully Facebook’s designers will soon notice 
that people despise its new look, and everything 
will go back to the way things used to be. 

Opinion: Facebook 
gets a face-lift

by Ena Jones, Staff WriterThere are often three, sometimes 
two.  You’ll see them talking, gossiping, 
chatting.  They usually become friends 
as a result of similar school subjects they 
are focusing on, or maybe because of the 
similar location of classes.  And they are 
always eating lunch together.  Sometimes 
the cliques eat alone, and sometimes they 
are surrounded by others who are part of 
the larger group of friends, but are not in 
the inner circle, the true clique.

You might think I’m talking about 
cliques of students, but what I’m really 
talking about is cliques of teachers.

This may sound confusing or seem 
like an 
exaggeration, 
but from my 
observations 
of relation-
ships 
between 
teachers, it 
seems like 
the nature of relationships, whether in 
childhood or as adults,  is essentially 
identical.  

What I mean is, the way people relate 
to other people does not seem to change 
as they grow older.  The people who are in 
cliques as early as kindergarten will often 
remain in that clique through high school, 
and will eventually grow up to be in a 
clique as an adult.  For example, when you 
sit in the lunchroom, you will see different 
groups of friends, scattered among the 
lunch tables.  

When you see the big group of maybe 
six to eight kids, you know it’s not all one 
clique.  You have the big group of friends 
and then you have a group of three really 
close friends, like the inner circle.  It’s the 
same thing with teachers, and I would 
assume adults in general.  Teachers may 

Letter to the Editor
the author wishes to remain anonymous

“The people who are in cliques 
as early as kindergarten will 
often remain in that clique 

through high school.”



have to pay one third of their income 
towards rent while the county pays for 
the rest. 

Generally it takes a long time to find 
a house that meets county requirements 
for Section 8. It was especially hard for 
Otis because she had five children that 
she wanted to receive good educations 
and it decreased her options. According 
to Otis, the county does nothing to help 
you find a home and they leave it up to 
you to do so. 

After all she and her family went 
through, after several years of struggling 
to survive and remain a family, she has 
found a home for them. We can only 
pray that her family and families like 
hers can continue to survive especially 
in our current economic situation. For 
someone who has fought so hard to 
care for her children, a little stability is 
the least of what she deserves. 

students of all ability levels to overcome 
their fears of public speaking.  She explained 
that, “On the first day…the very first question 
I ask my students is, ‘How many of you 
are fearful about taking this course?  How 
many of you are nervous about getting up 
and speaking in front of an audience?’  In 
fifteen years, I have yet to have had a class 
where less than 75% of the students raise 
their hands.  I immediately follow up … ‘…
How many of you would take this class if it 
were not a graduation requirement?’  I don’t 
think that I have ever seen more than four 
students raise their hands in any given class.”  
These numbers and concerns were reflected 
by the comments made by numerous high 
schools students, who all said that they 
would not have taken the class if they had 
not needed to, and that they are glad they 
did.

While clearly this is a very sensitive topic, 
the fact of the matter is that the decisions 
made are such that they will have an effect 
on the future of our school district and 
therefore cannot be taken lightly.
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Life without a home    The conclusion of  a two-part series
by Matt Jacobs, Staff Writer

At this point, there was nothing she could 
do to get them back, so she walked. She 
walked several miles down Euclid, eventually 
winding up at Voinovich Bicentennial Park 
on E. 9th street where she sat on a bench for 
over 24 hours. “No one bothered me. Nobody. 
Nobody came to the park. No police. I just 
sat there and it was cold. I still couldn’t cry I 
couldn’t believe it. It wasn’t until the following 
morning when the sun was rising and my 
kids weren’t there was when I realized it. I was 
screaming to God “Why? I’m not a bad person.” 
I did what a person was supposed to do.”

She went to stay at her brother’s house 
in Lakewood. She slept there at night and 
walked during the day. She had no place to 
go or any plan until one day God told her to 
‘snap out of it’. She went to a Commissioner’s 
meeting and when it was her turn for public 
comment she said, “You took my kids, feel 
proud of yourselves? Now I have nothing to do 
but harass you. I have nothing to do but make 
your life a living hell. And if you think I was 
getting on your nerves with five kids, imagine 
what I’m going to do now that I have nothing 
to do.” 

In November of that year, she received 
help in getting a place under her name. She 
had a roof over her head but still had no kids. 
In an attempt to get her kids back, she looked 

for help from an attorney, but the attorneys 
that were willing to help didn’t know juvenile 
law and the ones who did were all booked. 
Magistrates accused her of being a bad 
parent. “I was just so uneducated on juvenile 
law.”

Otis, being who she is, started doing legal 
research of her own at John Marshall Law 
School because it was open to the public 
as long as you weren’t disruptive. She used 
their library and looked through law books 
without any knowledge of what to look for. 
She claims God had stayed in her head and 
he wouldn’t let her leave that library. Then, 
she found it. Ohio has a revised code stating 
that if you’re homeless, you can’t lose your 
children. Children cannot be taken from a 
parent’s custody for the sole reason of being 
homeless.

She typed her case and took it to the 
Public Defender’s office. She spoke to their 
director and showed it to him along with 
landlord names. They did a cross reference 
with the landlords and they told the director, 
“We were told by Children and Family Services 
not to rent out to her.” 

“Our county agency was sabotoging me to 
find housing,” stated Otis.

Her case was assigned for a hearing on 
January 28th, 2002. At the hearing, Judge 
Allison Floyd looked over her case and 
questioned social workers and staff about 
deliberately contacting landlords to sabotage 
her housing.  

Children and Family Services came to an 
agreement to help her find housing and they 
made an agreement with a landlord on S. 
Taylor road in University Heights. They agreed 
to pay the first and last deposits, but the 
check never came.

Otis won back the custody of her children 
but still struggled to find a stable home. It 
was only until recently this fall did she find a 
home that met the county standards for her 
Section 8 voucher. When someone is eligible 

for Section 8, it means if they can find a 
landlord willing to accept it, they would only Sabrina Otis speaks out against injustice.

Science 
Corner

Sabrina Otis was a mother of five. In 2001, Cuyahoga County took her children away.   She faced homelessness and many other challenges in her life.  
However, her worst challenge has been dealing with the bureaucracy of Cuyahoga County. In the finale of this two-part series, Matt Jacobs explores the 

depths of these hardships.

explained that the district is “currently trying to 
convince the governor that he needs to provide 
a means of holding these 24 districts harmless 
so that we do not lose that money.”  

While these two figures are still up in the 
air, the fact remains that many members of the 
community disagree with what is happening in 
the school district.  In Union President Marcia 
Alperin’s statement to the board, she addressed 
many of the concerns that Beachwood 
students and parents are feeling, questioning 
things like “How will the Middle School laptop 
program, the High School television studio, 
and the student gradebook system be properly 
maintained with a technology staff that has 
been reduced?....What will happen to those 
students who are not on IEPs but who need 
help with organizational skills or reteaching 
concepts if there are no building tutors to work 
with them?” 

These questions were echoed by numerous 
members of the community, who clearly 
disagreed with what the district was doing.  In 
defense of the speech course, teacher Sheila 
Heyman expressed her concern that students 
would not take the class that so greatly helped 

A difficult time for Beachwood Schools 
       continued from pg. 4
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N The $787 billion dollar 
“stimulus” bill that was 
recently signed into law by 
President Obama will not 
have the effect he is hoping 
for.  Much to Obama’s 
dismay, Timothy Geithner 
will not come down from the 
heavens and magically fix 
everything when something 
goes wrong.  The reason I say 
‘when’ and not ‘if’ is because 
history has shown us what 
course this bill will take.  

If we look at FDR’s 
New Deal, we notice that 
unemployment numbers 
were higher during the New 
Deal era than before it. As 
Harold L. Cole and Lee E. 
Ohanian wrote in a recent 
Wall Street Journal article, 
“Total hours worked per 

New New Deal? Try bad deal
by Ben Milgrom, Staff Writer

adult, including government employees, were 
18% below their 1929 level between 1930-32, 
but were 23% lower on average during the New 
Deal (1933-39).” The authors went on to explain 
the problems with New Deal policies like the 
National Industrial Recovery Act, which threw 
out the nation’s anti-trust policies and allowed 
manufacturers to raise prices as long as the new 
capital was shared with workers by increasing 
pay.  This not only hurt competition, but it also 
destroyed economic activity.  As long as one 
company was able to control their industry, 
then there is no wiggle room to start a small 
business in the same line of work.  Cole and 
Ohanian, economists at UCLA, “have calculated 
on the basis of just productivity growth that 
employment and investment should have 
been back to normal levels by 1936.”  But 
unfortunately, the wage-hiking policies of the 
New Deal prevented that, and the country had 

to wait until World War II to be rescued 
from the depression.

Although Paul Krugman, an economist 
and liberal columnist for the New 
York Times, argues that Reagonomics 
had nothing to do with the economic 
expansion of the 1980’s, the evidence 
proves him wrong.  Ronald Reagan’s 
policy of small government and lower 
taxes worked.  He cut the top income-tax 
rate and capital gains tax of 70% to 28%, 
and during his tenure as president, the 
median family income grew by $4,000.  
He broadened the tax base rather than 
confining it to the top one percent.  He 
decreased spending on programs that did 

not pertain to defense or were absolutely 
necessary.  It was these policies that 
worked, not the policies of expanding 
government and taxing the rich.

According to a recent Wall Street 
Journal editorial, President Obama’s 
American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act of 2009 is filled with “every pent-up 
Democratic proposal of the last 40 years.” 
I will not go into the details of all the 
earmarks, but all you need to do is type 
into Google “stimulus bill pork” and you 
will find over 200,000 links.  Obama wants 
to create 600,000 new government jobs, 
as well as expanding unemployment 
benefits, and giving states more free 
money.  

Where is the incentive for 
entrepreneurs if Obama can’t keep his 
campaign promise about eliminating the 
capital-gains tax on small businesses?  
Why should the government give money 
to the states without expecting it to be 
paid back?  Governor Mark Sanford of 
South Carolina has been able to manage 
his state budget because he has decided 
to take the initiative and cut spending 
while governors Charlie Crist of Florida 
and Arnold Schwarzenegger of California 
are experiencing billion dollar budget 
shortfalls and have refused to cut 
spending.  

Obama’s bill engages in massive deficit 
spending, which requires us to import 
more than we export, yet Obama is calling 
upon Americans to “buy American.”  Even 
if Obama taxed 100% of the incomes of 
people who made more than $75,000 
a year, he still would not have enough 
money to cover the $4 trillion dollar federal 
spending budget of fiscal 2010. Obama is 
only proving with the signing of this bill 
that he is economically illiterate.

I am not trying to say that the road to 
recovery is obvious, but I am saying that 
this kind of intervention by a government 
during a recession can turn it into a 
depression.  Any economist knows that 
periods of growth are followed by periods 
of downturn, and so on and so forth.  
This downturn was created by a housing 
bubble, and as with all bubbles, it popped; 
but no amount of regulation can prevent 
a bubble.  A December 2008 article in 
the Atlantic Monthly, “Pop Psychology” 
examined this point.  The old liberal policy 
- tax and spend, or in this case: tax, borrow, 
and spend - will not work in the rescuing of 
this economy, it must be handled carefully 
and thoughtfully.

“Type into Google 
‘stimulus bill pork’ 
and you will find 
over 200,000 links.”

by  Sam Ginsburg, Cartoonist
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Each issue, the Beachcomber 
Editoral Staff comes to a 
consensus on a topic, and 
publishes an unsigned editorial 
which takes a position on that 
topic.

In the current economic 
climate, everyone is tightening 
belts.  The unemployment 
rate is the highest it has been 
in years, and the foreclosure 
rate in Cuyahoga County 
has skyrocketed.  Although 
Beachwood is clearly not 
immune from the problems 
facing the nation, the effects 
on the school district were not 
out in the open until recently, 
when the school board enacted 
multiple RIFs throughout the 
district.   

Although it is understandable 
that the school board is 
concerned about the district’s 
finances, many community 
members clearly disagree 
with some of the cuts being 
made.  At the board meeting on 
Wednesday, March 18th, many 
speakers completely opposed 
what the school board had 
clearly already decided to do. 

There were many issues 
about which speakers did 
not feel they were given full 
disclosure, or even a say. 
Community members raised 
many questions: Why was 
speech suddenly made an 
elective?  How will two schools 
share a librarian?  Will there 
still be a formal technology 
class?  Most crucially, are these 
cuts really necessary, or merely 
precautionary? The answers are 
still unclear.  

The fact that the school 
board voted unanimously, and 
readily, suggested that though 
they held the meeting prior to 
the vote in order to hear the 
community’s perspective, there 
was no consideration of the fact 
that most students, teachers, and 
parents did not understand the 
purpose behind the decisions 
being made.   

The Beachwood Board of 
Education is supposed to be the 
steward of the school district; 
they ensure that everything runs 
smoothly and that our school 

system remains the best it can 
be, making the difficult decisions 
that no one else wants to.  

But at the same time, it is 
crucially important that the 
school system remembers its 
responsibility to the community 
that it serves.  While it is true 
that the community most likely 
does not have a complete 
understanding of the situation 
(or at least as complete a view 
as the BOE), it is still important 
that the public feel as though 
those making decisions which 
will influence the fate of their 
children are 
giving them 
the respect to 
answer and 
address their 
concerns rather 
than brush 
them to the 
side.  

And 
when referring to those whose 
positions which were RIFed, it is 
so crucial that they are given the 
respect they deserve as people; 
that instead of being one of “2.4 
positions cut,” they should be 
referred to as human beings.  
This is not to say that the district 
is not handling the situation with 

grace; it just seems as though 
sometimes they are forgetting 
about the people they are 
affecting.  As one parent pointed 
out at the Wednesday board 
meeting, they had “heard about 
the numbers; we need to focus 
on the person.” 

So while it is all well and 
good that the district rushes to 
say that it isn’t a person that is 
being RIFed, just their position; 
that the RIFs do not reflect at 
all on the ability of the teacher, 
even going as for to say that 
there are some phenomenal 

teachers and instructors being 
RIFed; that person’s life has still 
been turned upside down, they 
still are the ones needing to find 
a new way to support their lives 
and the lives of their families 
in the current, harrowing job 
market.  And they are still the 
ones being referred to as a 

number.  Our humanity lies 
in the way that others see us; 
so if we are seen as merely a 
number, then that is all we will 
feel.  

No matter who is right 
or who was wrong in this 
situation, it doesn’t matter in 
the end; the positions were 
cut, those affected need to be 
able to move on.  But at the 
same time, it is still important 
to understand the reactions of 
all sides in order to maintain a 
healthy relationship between 
the BOE and their community.  
The community, on one hand, 
will need to come together 
and deal with the situation 
that the school system is now 
in and try to make the best of 
it, constructively offering their 
insight and suggestions while 
at the same time trying to fully 
understand the school board’s 
reasoning.  And the school 
board will need to understand 
that though it may be 
frustrating to try and explain to 
those who do not see the full 
picture why they made their 
decisions, they must respect 
the concerns and emotional 
responses of the community 
members.  

Unfortunately for Obama, 
the stimulus package won’t be 
effective for long. Although a 
large portion of the package 
focuses on the unemployed, 
it doesn’t take into account a 
population 
that we, as 
high school 
students, 
will soon be 
part of. As of 
right now, 
thousands 
of young 
adults are 
graduating 
from 
college saddled with debt and, 
increasingly, a degree that is of 
little practical use. Faced with 
a tight job market no longer 

President Obama has 
called his stimulus package, 
passed recently this past 
month, “a whole new 
approach to our most urgent 
challenges.” While the bill 
does give immediate relief, 
it may not be effective in the 
long run. The $789 billion 
dollar stimulus is divided 
into three parts: tax cuts, 
social works programs, and 
new government spending. 
All together, the stimulus 
package should create new 
jobs through public works 
projects and generate 
spending through small, 
regular tax rebates. It will 
also flesh out some existing 
government programs, like 
unemployment benefits and 
food stamps.

A stimulus for our generation?
by Sarah Newman, Staff Writer

offering high-paying, comfortable 
jobs, recent graduates become 
under-employed, taking jobs that 
hardly require their expensive 
college educations. The real world 
isn’t looking too welcoming for our 

age group 
right now. So 
what should 
legislators 
be doing? 
For now, 
not much. 
Their focus 
is, of course, 
to create 
immediate 

relief. However, the near future will 
demand more strategies and more 
policy to deal with us, the new 
work force.

“The real world 
isn’t looking too 

welcoming for our 
age group right now.”

“Instead of being one of 
“2.4 positions cut”, they 
should be referred to as 

human beings.”
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THEME: 

“Spring”

Think you have what it takes to unscramble these 
words?

Submit your answers to the answer box in the office 
and have the chance to win a free smoothie courtesy of 

The Beachcomber Staff. 

The next time you’re thinking about 
going out for dinner, try Bangkok Thai 
Cuisine, located at 5359 Mayfield Road in 
Lyndhurst, Ohio. The local restaurant is 
quaint, boasting a color scheme of oranges 
and browns as well as Thai inspired pictures 
decorating the walls and flashy statues 
perched on the ledges. 

The menu has much to offer. To start, 
try the simple tofu triangles served with 
a sweet peanut sauce. Next, try one of 
their soups and salads or go straight to 
the meal. The menu contains a lot of 
variety, including special vegetarian and 
noodle sections, and an option to make 
your own curry plate. If you are looking 

If you are looking for something spicy....
by Rachael Silver, Staff Writer
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Congratulations to last 
issue’s winner, Alex Stern

Image source: poster from the 1971 film

In 2001, the BHS 
theater department put 
on a wildly successful 
production of “Fiddler on 
the Roof,” for which two 
out of three shows had 
standing room only.    

Friday April 24th 
through Sunday April 
26th (at 8:00pm on Friday 
and Saturday, and 2:00pm 
on Sunday), Director 
Sheila Heyman will be 

Fiddler plays for success

bringing the show back to Beachwood for 
what is likely to be another successful run.  

Among the many reasons that students, 
as well as the community, have to look 
forward to the show is that many of the 
members of the thirty-nine-member cast 
will be returning to their roles from the 2001 
performance.  The lead, Tevye, will be played 

once again by Harry Selner, who 
taught fifth grade and worked as an 
administrator in the Beachwood City 
Schools.       

Members of the high school 
faculty are also involved in the 
production, including Joe Burwell 
and Joel Freimark, who is acting in 
the show as well as serving as the 
technical director.   Mark Howdieshell, 
Kim Peoples (choreographer), and 
Paul Tanner are also participating. 

Though Heyman is excited 
to be bringing “Fiddler” back to 
Beachwood, there is also a sense of 
sadness surrounding the production.  
Debby Kulber, who did the musical 
direction for the past twelve shows, 
including the last “Fiddler on the 
Roof”, passed away last July of 
leukemia.  Said Heyman,  “This was 
the show [we] were going to do 
together when she got well again….I 
promised her that we would do it this 
spring and dedicate it to her.”  Many 
of the returning faculty and staff 
returning came back as a tribute to 
Kulber.  

As assistant director Abby Rubin 
enthusiastically said, “It’s really 
exciting to redo something like this 
and to see the people who were in 
it nine years ago and current high 
school students participate and come 
together as a tight knit group….It’s 
going to be a great show!”    

for something spicy, one of the best 
dishes is the Spicy Thai Basil Chicken. 
This dish is very hot, so it’s not for the 
faint of heart. 

For a vegetarian dish, the Green 
Noodles Curry is an interesting 
choice.  The strange combination 
of pineapple and curry allows for a 
surprisingly complimentary flavor in 
the dish.  

Make sure to save room for one 
of their desserts.  If none of the listed 
options interest you, ask about their 
special desserts. The green tea ice 
cream, while different, is very good. 
Not so daring? Try the fried bananas 
or coconut ice cream.

by Suzanne Schiavone, Staff Writer

Remember those impossible fantasies you had as 
a child? “Confessions of a Shopaholic” is that fantasy 
becoming a very corny reality. 

Based upon a book with the same name by 
Sophie Kinsella, “Confessions of a Shopaholic” 
explores the life of a girl, Becky Bloomwood, who 
is mired in debt because of her obsession with 
shopping. 

Though the premise of the movie seems logical 
and relevant enough to today’s debt-filled world, 
that’s where all the similarities end. 

Instead, the anachronism between today-world 
reality and the movie seems astounding. In the 
movie, hoards of women tear each other to pieces 
for a pair of Gucci boots. When in reality not only are 
people better-behaved (I hope), but also no longer 
splurging hundreds of dollars on a simple pair of 
boots. After all, during February, when the movie 
came out, approximately fifteen people were laid off 
every minute. 

Nevertheless, the movie is a pleasant pastime 
that requires literally no brain involvement. In fact, it 
is perhaps recommended that you leave your brain 
outside the movie theater before you enter.

The entire plot of the movies is surprisingly 
predictable and follows the outline of a chick flick 
faithfully down to the last letter—including a very 
underdeveloped rival to Becky’s love interest. 

Another reason to leave your brain at home is 
that whenever Becky finds herself in a tight spot, she 
simply walks away from it with the least believable 
and creative ways. Almost as if the screenwriters 
made the situation messier than expected and were 
just too lazy to resolve it in a plausible fashion. 

However, regardless of the dismal storyline, 
the cast of “Confessions of a Shopaholic” must be 
commended. 

Isla Fisher is simply a charm as Becky Bloomwood. 
She is perfect as the klutzy heroine and will surely 
make you squirm with her over-the-top-but-
captivating performance in many far-fetched 
situations. 

Hugh Dancy’s Luke Brandon, Becky’s love interest, 
is also a very agreeable contrast to Fisher’s hilarious 
Becky. The brief glance of him in the trailer simply 
does him no justice. Take one real look at him, ladies, 
and I’m sure you’d agree. 

Overall, the movie is a nice distraction from the 
gloom of today’s economy. Though “Confessions of a 
Shopaholic” is perhaps not worth the over-priced $8 
to $10 movie ticket or an even more expensive DVD 
purchase, it is something nice to rent whenever you 
find yourself with two hours to spare. 

Confessions of a 
jaded reviewer

by Rui Dai, Staff Writer
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In “The Reluctant 
Fundamentalist,”  author 
Moshin Hamid depicts an 
elaborate conversation 
between a Pakistani radical 
and an American business 
man in which Changez, the 
Pakistani, describes his sojourn 
into the United States, his 
almost immediate success, 
and ultimately, his rapid and 
surprising metamorphosis 
into an anti-American 
fundamentalist. The title is 
an aptly concise description 
of Changez.  At eighteen, he 
traveled to Princeton on a 
scholarship, and is recruited by 
one of America’s top financial 
firms immediately upon 
graduation. Then, September 
11th occurs, and Changez is 
sent reeling as he attempts to 
reconcile his American identity 

The Beachwood High 
School lacrosse team is back 
with a vengeance.  After the 
disappointment of having 
the season cancelled last 
year, the lacrosse players are 
ecstatic to get back out on 
the field and play.

This year there are over 
twenty players for the 
lacrosse team, which is a 
great improvement from 
the eight steady players of 
the 2007-2008 season.  Last 
year at this time, three weeks 
into the season, the lacrosse 
team was cancelled due 
to a lack of “commitment” 
among the players.  The 
administration demanded 
at least seventeen players 
attend every practice or the 
team would be dropped.  
Ultimately, when the numbers could not 
be produced, the entire schedule of the 
young lacrosse team was cancelled and 
no games could be played.

Despite the setback, the Beachwood 
lacrosse players stayed optimistic.  The 
team from last year had no seniors 
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as a cosmopolitan businessman 
with his past identity as a Pakistani 
citizen from the declining middle 
class. As the story progresses and 
Changez is plunged into a torrid 
relationship with a cognitively 
ephemeral Upper East Side girl still 
enamored with her dead boyfriend, 
he begins to feel himself slip into a 
state of anger at the way in which 
the United States is treating his 
country. He is disillusioned, and 
realizes that he can no longer 
support a country whose every 
move is aimed at harming his 
homeland.  He thus completes his 
transition from a carefree elite to 
an entrenched radical. 

“The Reluctant Fundamentalist” 
is an intriguing novel for many 
reasons, the most prominent 
being that it provides an average 
American a window through 
which to view our own country’s 

After a cancelled season, lacrosse team comes back strong
Press release by Abram Feldman

transgressions through the 
eyes of the victims. Everyone is 
well acquainted with America’s 
involvement in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, but few are aware 
of America’s dealing in the 
almost-war between Pakistan 
and India, with America leaning 
heavily towards the side of the 
latter despite receiving aid in 
Afghanistan from the former. 
The style of the novel is also 
quite compelling, as it is told 
using the formal diction and 
language often employed by the 
more formal foreign countries. 
Changez’s voice is decidedly 
un-American, which is not 
only interesting but thought 
provoking as well. 

There are, however, confusing 
parts of the novel, though many 
believe this is the intention of 
Hamid-- to bewilder yet satisfy 

Book Review:  The Reluctant Fundamentalist

his reader. For instance, 
while Changez is often heard 
lamenting his girlfriend’s 
inability to love him, and 
condemning her for her 
attachment to the deceased 
boyfriend that she can never 
have, he illustrates the same 
faults, refusing to marry 
or even date despite the 
sudden disappearance of 
his girlfriend, and his own 
return to Pakistan. Here, 
Changez reveals a lack of 
introspection –something 
very uncharacteristic of the 
individual. Also, Changez’s 
rapid evolution from a crisp 
and analytical businessman 
to an emotional nationalist 
seems somewhat dubious; 
his change is too swift and 
complete to be completely 
plausible. 

participating, and so this year no one 
was lost to college.  All of these juniors, 
sophomores, and freshmen, instead of 
giving up, continued practicing all spring 
long in order to prepare for the following 
year’s season.  At this point it looks like all 
might work out.

The first day of lacrosse practice this 
year, over twenty-four students attended, 
despite the issues from last year.  Even more 
so, the new coaches, Logan Camin and 
Jonathan Adler, explained to the athletes 
that “attendance is a must” and missing 
practice is inexcusable.  Already three weeks 
into the season, the lacrosse team is looking 
great and almost always maintaining over 
twenty kids every day at practice.

When asked about the difference 
between this year and last year, senior 
captain Jeremy Adler replied, “It feels nice 
having real practice and not having to 
worry about our numbers.”  The Beachwood 
lacrosse team, with its newfound support, 
has a full schedule of fifteen games for 
the coming weeks playing teams like West 
Geauga, Westlake, and Orange.  

Andrew Bankhurst, senior captain, 
when speaking about the upcoming games 
said, “I feel extremely confident about this 
season.  We have a lot of great athletes and 
talent.  We are all very excited to have our 

team back and we are ready to win, so come 
support us!”  

Many experienced seniors besides 
Bankhurst and Adler are returning to the 
team, such as Gilad Ashpis, Sam Goldstein, 
Justin Wexler, Cory Kippen, Nicky Espinosa, 
Dale Edwards, Abram Feldman.  

Additionally, juniors Greg Melzak and 
Phillip Cohen have shown their commitment 
to lacrosse in recent weeks, as well as many 
new players who had never picked up a stick 
before.  Kevin Jones, a junior at BHS and a 
captain of the team, claims that working with 
all these players, new and old, is “a blasty.”

Seeing the lacrosse team return is 
beautiful for so many players on the team, 
and it even made Adler say, “it’s like my 
birthday…and it’s not even May!”  The 
commitment and dedication will surely lead 
this young group to success for many years 
to come, especially because of the strong 
devotion by many freshman players.  As for 
this year, though, the team has its opening 
game on Tuesday, March 31st at 5:30 at home 
against Benedictine.  Following this game, 
the team plays Stow Munroe Falls and Lake 
Catholic before playing away against arch-
rivals Orange on the 11th of April.  Please 
come show the revived lacrosse team your 
support.

The lacrosse team races down the field.

Sam Goldstein prepares to catch the ball.

Photos by Marc Eisenberg
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is pretty stressful, because I’m 
juggling two things at once, and 
I have little free-time for friends,” 
said Dronzek.
       Dronzek does not gloat about 
his wins or even talk about them. 
He is very superstitious, following 
the same rituals before and after 
matches.
      Dronzek said, “I try to be 
humble in sports. I’m just not that 
showy of a person. 
       “I usually wore the same shirts, 
and did the same stretches before 
the matches. Otherwise, I thought I 
would jinx myself.”
      Although projected to win 
states, Dronzek took second, losing 
to Nick Goebel from Bloomdale 
Elmwood in the finals match on 
March 7th.
      Reflecting on the season, 
Dronzek recognized his strengths, 
but also saw some room for 
improvement.
      “I like to be precise when I 
wrestle. I look for what I want to 
hit.” measuring his stance.
      “My go to move on is a barrel 
roll to a bundle series, but I 
can probably work on my top-
wrestling, which cost me in the 
state finals,” Dronzek said.
      Not discouraged for next 
season, Dronzek is going back to 
the drawing board, taking only a 
two-week break. 
      “I’m probably start lifting again 
in two weeks to start in the new 
Beachwood free style wrestling 
league. I’m trying to stay fit, but 
I’m not holding my weight,” said 
Dronzek.
      Dronzek sees a bright future, as 
he said, “I hope to win states next 
year, and maybe wrestle in college. 
I’m undecided right now.”
       “It felt really special to go to 
states, I’m happy with my success, 
and I appreciated the opportunity,” 
said Dronzek.

Alex Dronzek: 2nd in state
by Marc Eisenberg, Staff Writer
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    Winning second place in the 
Division III state championship, 
at the 103 lb. weight class, Alex 
Dronzek (39 - 2) was a force to be 
reckoned with at States on March 
5th through 7th in Columbus.
     Dronzek, a junior at 
Beachwood High School, placed 
first in Districts at Maple Heights 
on February 27th and 28th, with 
a record of 4-0 in the tournament.
     This Bison wrestler did not 
become second place in the state 
over night. Dronzek has been 
wrestling for ten years, feeling his 
first success in sixth grade, when 
he made it to grade school states.
     “Making it to grade school 
states was my biggest 
accomplishment in any sport, 
and made me want to keep 
going,” said Dronzek.
     “What attracted me to 
wrestling is that it is an individual 
sport,” he said, “So you can 
achieve your own success. Aside 
from my personal success, it has 
taught me a lot of life lessons 
in working hard and being 
dedicated.”
     Ann Dronzek, Alex’s mom and 
biggest fan, said, “for a lot of 
years he wrestled kids a lot larger 
than him, because he was always 
really small, but he stuck with it. 
     “He has learned decline, 
and has become determined 
and hard working. The sport of 
wrestling truly turns boys into 
men,” said Ann. 
      Alex says he has always 
looked up to Cael Sanderson, 
who won four State and NCAA 
championships, and a gold metal 
at the 2004 Athens Olympics.
       As both a student and 
an athlete, there are always 
downsides. For Dronzek, the 
stress of balancing wrestling and 
school has been a challenge.
      “Being a student-athlete 

How many players are on the team? 
We have 28 girls on the team.
Is it an official team? 
The team is an official club team.
How long has it been around?
Last Spring we informally practiced for six weeks. We had about 
12 girls. I am pretty sure this is the first time Beachwood has had 
a girls lacrosse program of any kind.
Are there any games?
We have nine games--five at home and four on the road. We will 
be playing other club teams, other new teams, and some teams 
who have been playing for many years.
Who are the best players?
Everyone playing on our team is learning lacrosse for the first 
time, with only one or two exceptions. We are learning skills and 
the game as a team. Those who have played other field or court 
sports are at a slight advantage, but all the players on the team 
are learning quickly.
What are your goals as a coach for this season?
We need need to learn the fundamentals of the game. The 
players need to learn stick skills as well as how to play as a 
team.We are starting from the beginning--it’s really exciting 
to see how quickly they are picking up skills and gaining an 
understanding of how to play. We will continue to work on skills 
in order to establish sound fundamentals. We are also out there 
having fun. I want the players to enjoy being on the team and 
look forward to practice and to being with each other. I want 
them to have a love for lacrosse because it’s a really great game. 
What challenges do you face as a new team?
The girls are sometimes frustrated with their skills since they 
are learning them for the first time. We are working hard every 
day on individual and team skills. I can already see an incredible 
amount of improvement. They will be surprised to see how 
far they’ve come in only one season. We won’t be focusing on 
winning or losing games. We will work hard to get better every 
day. With this in mind, we will most definitely have a successful 
season.

Q & A: Jen Tramer,
Girls Lacrosse Coach 

Alex Dronzek defeats Alex Harrington at the State Tournament. photo by Marc Eisenberg

Special congratulations to the 
swim team:

Shani Fox, Emi HItomi, Elizabeth Morris, Laura 
Tramer, and Amelia Wester (Alternate) who qualified 

for states in the 400 meter relay
Laura Tramer also qualified for the 500 meter free style 
and took 4th place, beating her previous record twice, 

with   5:07.79.


