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 An undeniable fact regarding 
the proliferation of posters and 
announcements that crowd the 
walls of BHS is that many of them 
belong to the Gay/Straight Alliance.                 
The Beachwood chapter of the 
nationally-known organization was 
started as a project for Human Rights 
and Conflicts, a class taught by Greg 
Deegan, but the enthusiasm of its 
founders illustrates that they were 
not just doing it for a grade.  For the 
‘chose to participate’ assignment, 
the students were instructed to 

Gay-straight alliance “rocks the boat”
by Brynne Sekerak, Staff Writer

several misconceptions [at Beachwood 
High School], and the point of GSA is to 
prove these wrong.” 
     Fine also pointed out that GSA 
is a club that boasts members of 
every sexual orientation, not just 
homosexuals. “This group is neither 
strictly gay nor strictly straight, but 
rather embraces all types of people 
regardless of gender, sexuality, race, 
etc...[yet] many of our members were 
made fun of for joining.” She finds the 
prejudices surrounding homosexuals 
and bisexual in Beachwood odd, 
particularly, “Considering that 
Beachwood has a large Jewish 
population and that Jews especially 
know what it is like to be discriminated 
against.” 
     Horrigan added, “A student once 
told me how they didn’t mind the 
group but the fact that we brought 
such issues to Beachwood High School 
is wrong and that we are begging for 
attention. Sometimes you need to rock 
the boat to get a point across.”  This 
highlights an undertone of intolerance 
in Beachwood, which is, according 
to to both, ridiculous.  As teenagers, 
students are prone to immaturity, but 
when it comes to hurting those who 

may be different, this is when it 
becomes an issue.  And the leaders 
of the GSA clearly believe that the 
club should be a safe haven, not 
something that students should be 
afraid to join.  
     Last Wednesday, the GSA hosted 
a guest speaker, a graduate of BHS 
who is transgender.  The speaker 
was born a woman, but is currently 
living as a man.  Among other 
issues, he discussed the problem 
that there are no hate crime laws for 
transgender individuals and in some 
states, there are not even hate crime 
laws for sexual orientation. 
     Additionally, he talked about 
how arduous the process of 
changing genders is. Not only 
must candidates go through 
physiological tests, but surgeries are 
not always successful.     
     Ultimately, amid the controversy 
and buzz, the GSA --whose staff 
adviser is intervention specialist 
Dee Milne--had thirty-two students 
as well as five teachers at the first 
meeting, and the GSA continues to 
grow and thrive.

Despite low turnout, film festival flies

With every trial run, there will always 
be something to improve upon.  Those 
in charge of this year’s film festival saw 
that first hand.  Sophomore class adviser 
Casey Matthews noted that the film 
festival is a great concept that needs to be 
developed so that it can make more than 
the approximately $200 that was this year’s 
profit.

Last year, the idea for the film festival 
was conceived of by Ben Ducoff, then 
a freshman.  It made sense to come up 
with another fundraiser for the freshman 
and sophomore classes because neither 
have as many fundraising prospects as 
their upperclass counterparts; the juniors 
and seniors both benefit from larger 
fundraising opportunities such as sports 
programs and dances, while the freshmen 
and sophomores are limited to spirit week 
clothes and whatever else they can sell.

The festival screened fifteen short 
films in the categories of comedy, 
documentary, drama, other, or public 
service announcement. Pieces were 
submitted from many schools in the region.  
In fact, submissions from other schools 
outnumbered Beachwood’s films by half; 
there were ten films from schools such 
as Perry High School, University School, 
Fairport Harding High School, Shaker 
Heights High School and Grand Valley High 
School. Beachwood had five films shown.  
This is clearly a reflection of the advertising 
and promotion done by the film festival 
advisers Joel Friemark and Matthews, and 
student activities director Craig Alexander, 
who sent post cards, made calls, and posted 
information on their website in order 
to attract students from other schools.  
Principal Robert Hardis was involved as 
well, announcing the information at a 
meeting for principals of area schools.  

Despite the fact that they received 
a considerable number of outside 
submissions—especially considering that 
this is the first year, Matthews explained 
that one thing she really thought they 

by Suzanne Schiavone, Staff Writer
could improve upon was, “Advertising…
getting the word out sooner,” and said 
that she wanted to reach out to the west 
side of Cleveland as well next year.  

This year, however, there was a 
considerably smaller audience than those 
involved would have liked.  This can be 
partly attributed to the snowstorm that 
took place over the weekend, but there 
are other reasons as well.  Interviews with 
audience members revealed a general 
trend.  Senior Abby Rubin said, “[The film 
festival] wasn’t well advertised.  Plus, it’s 
the week before finals.”  

Junior Marc Eisenberg echoed her 
reasoning, saying, “There needed to be 
more advertising”.  

Senior Nerissa Darvin gave another 
reason.  “It’s a Sunday afternoon…had it 
been on a Saturday night there may have 
been a bigger turn out.”  

Although there had been posters 
advertising the event hanging in 
school hallways since early in the 
school year, students rushing through 
the halls may not have paid much 
attention.  But while there could have 
been more aggressive advertising, 
Rubin had another reason for why 
there was a lack of participation on the 
part of the student body: “Our school is 
apathetic.”  

Despite the low turnout, the 
quality of the screened films was 
high.  The favorite among Beachwood 
students in attendance was “Hardis 
– One man, One High School”.  This 
hilarious documentary was created by 
freshmen Adam Glassman and Sam 
Goldman, winning in its category.  In 
the drama category, “Death Bag,” a film 
by University School student Danny 
Hovancsek won.  “My Name is Jonas”, 
by George Carlson, Kyle Siebert, Brian 
McClaugherty and L.J. Cochrar from 
Fairport Harding High School tied 
in the other category with the “Lost” 
music video, by Beachwood students 
Eric Silverman, junior, and Robyn Silver, 

senior.  In comedy, Beachwood freshman 
Moira Burke’s “Codename: Banshee” won.  
“Depression Hurts,” by Tanya Parker and 
Wendy Parker of Perry High School, won 
both in the public service category and as 
best overall film.  

Judging the films were Brian Hill, Larry 
Grossman, and Susan Greenberg, people 
that the advisers either knew, or knew of by 
“word of mouth”, according to Matthews. 
Grossman and Greenberg have experience 
in the film industry.

Despite the fact that the film festival did 
not make as much money as they would 
have liked, it was an excellent opportunity 
for the advisers and students to gain a 
better insight into what it takes to put 
on a successful film festival.  Using the 
experience they acquired in their first year, 
they hope to increase attendance in years to 
come.

pick a topic that interested them and, following several 
guidelines, find a way to teach others about their issue.  
Although most projects were created in such a way that 
they wouldn’t be continued after the class was done, by 
creating a GSA the students involved ensured that their 
project would continue on past the completion of the 
course.   
     When asked why the group was formed, vice president 
of the club and senior Mitzi Horrigan explained, “We 
realized that we are one of the only high schools nearby 
without a GSA.”  She followed this us by explaining that, 
“The purpose for a GSA is to raise awareness and support 
one another,” a sentiment that is shared by junior Sarah 
Fine, a co-founder of the group.  Fine’s duties entail 
everything from information distribution to the club’s 
interaction with the public. She feels that “there are 



     This fall, there has been an 
unusual influx of graffiti in 
BHS bathrooms.  For the most 
part, the bathroom graffiti is 
isolated to the 100 hallway.  
In that bathroom, there is a 
picture of a large penis drawn 
on a plaque.  It looks as though 
someone tried to erase it, but 
the attempt was unsuccessful.  
In front of the stall there is 
a similarly explicit drawing 
apparently drawn by the same 
artist. 
     In addition to the explicit 
drawings, some of the old, 
erased graffiti would advocate 
drug use; for example, the 
infamous, “Do Heroin!!!” in the 
700 hall boy’s bathroom.  
     The most offensive and 
harmful types of graffiti are 

those that use racial slurs or 
threats of violence.  This was 
echoed by Mr. Chase when 
he was asked what types of 
vandalism would warrant 
expulsion.  Chase explained, 
“Any type [of graffiti] can 
warrant expulsion, especially 
ones threatening people 
or racial statements… and 
repeated offenses.” 
     In some cases, the students 
have to reimburse the school.  
Mr. Chase explained that, “If it’s 
an accident that doesn’t involve 
horseplay, probably not.  If it 
does involve horseplay, the 
student is responsible.”  The 
question seems to be, “Is it 
worth it?”  While the answers 
to this question may vary, the 
punishment is inevitable.  
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Note:  This interview was conducted during the fall 
semester.  Ava is now enjoying her spring semester 
abroad in Israel, where she is pictured below.

What is one thing you want other students to know 
about you that they may find interesting?
I’ll be spending the second semester this year studying 
abroad in Israel. I’m leaving January 25th and I return June 
1st. I’ll be on a program called Tichon Ramah Yerushalaim 
(TRY), and I’ll be living in Jerusalem.
How long have you been a resident of Beachwood? 
I’ve lived in Beachwood for 
four years, but this is only my 
second year at Beachwood 
schools. I’ve lived in Hudson 
and Solon, and I’ve gone to 
Hudson Montessori, Solon 
Elementary School (Lewis), 
Laurel, Agnon, and now 
Beachwood. Pretty much 
every school in Cleveland...
What extracurricular 
activities are you involved in?
I’m on Leadership Planning 
Committee, and I played 
lacrosse last year, but I can’t do 
it this year because I’ll be in the 
other hemisphere of the world during the season.
How do you deal with stress from schoolwork?
I eat...usually Chipotle. Or I video chat with my camp 
friends for hours until they calm me down.
Do you have any hobbies?
I’m a dancer, mostly ballet. My parents think that Facebook 
is one of my hobbies too, since it’s my main way of 
connecting to all the friends I have from out of town 
(through USY and camp)
Would you consider yourself a friendly person?
I mean, I hope so...yeah.
In three words or less how would you describe yourself?
Ridiculous, loud, and Jewish.
Additional information?
I love the Ohio State Buckeyes, I’m obsessed with Israel 
(hence the reason I’m about to spend four months there...), 
I’m really involved in my youth group – USY, My friends at 
school joke with me about how obsessed I am with my 
Jewish stuff (USY conventions, camp reunions, etc), I watch 
One Tree Hill, Gossip Girl, Grey’s, House, and 24 (I will marry 
Jack Bauer or Gregory House one day), I love corny dancer 
movies, i.e. Step Up, Save the Last Dance, even High School 
Musical, I want to be a dancer when I grow up, I have 
nightmares about not getting to be a color war captain [at 
camp] (that’s probably the most embarrassing thing about 
me) My favorite artist is Dave Matthews.

     The small size of our school allows almost everyone to recognize each other.  But 
exactly how much do you know about the faces you see every day? 
     This is the second in a series profiling four BHS students picked randomly from 
each grade. This issue, we are focusing on a sophomore. Using a randomly selected 
number from a calculator, Ava Fagin was selected to share some information with the 
Beachcomber and become more than just that person you see every day.

STUDENT PrOFILE

Interviewed by Matt Jacobs, Staff Writer
AVA FAGIN

Orchestra’s Spanish adventure
by Rui Dai, Staff Writer
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by Jeremy Weberman, Staff Writer
Vandalism strikes BHS bathrooms

WANT YOUR VOICE TO BE HEARD?

THE BEACHCOMBER WELCOMES NEW WRITERS!

CONTACT MR. DAVIS, RUI DAI OR SUZANNE SCHIAVONE FOR 
MORE INFORMATION.

     January 12th, 2009 was 
an important day for the 
Beachwood Board of Education, 
as Dr. Brian Weiss was inducted 
as President, replacing Beth 
Rosenbaum.
     Both Weiss and newly-
elected Vice President Jennifer 
Tramer were unanimously 
selected for their positions.
     2008 was a successful year 
for the Beachwood schools.  
In speeches honoring the 
past year’s successes, board 
members highlighted the 
Green Dream, the national 
security symposium, and the 
middle school’s designation as 

BOE swears in new leadership 
by Kevin Moss, Staff Writer

a national “school to watch.”
     School board member Dr. 
Alan Rosenthal stated that 
Rosenbaum, “did everything 
for the best interest of the 
community and students.  
She was a great fit for the 
community, and I’m sure Dr. 
Weiss will do the same.”
     Rosenbaum stated, “It was 
my pleasure to work for this 
fine district. We’re looking to 
continue to move forward, and I 
enjoyed my time as President.”
     Weiss will begin his one-year 
term immediately.

The BHS Orchestra is 
planning another trip to 
Europe—this time, in 2011, 
the Orchestra plans to explore 
Madrid and Barcelona. As with 
last year’s tour of London and 
Paris, the Orchestra will travel 
for approximately ten days over 
Spring Break. Around 55 people 
will attend, including eight to 
ten adult chaperones. The cost 
is likely to be between $2500 
to $2700, including two meals 
a day, airfare, taxes, hotels and 
entrance to all museums.

The trip will be a 
combination of a performance 
tour and a tour of the two 
cities. The tentative schedule 
for the trip includes the Picasso 
Museum, Gaudi architecture, 

Gothic quarter, sites from the 
Spanish Inquisition, Monasteries, 
the site of the 1992 Olympics 
and more. The exact places 
where the Orchestra will perform 
have yet to be arranged, but will 
be determined after an audition 
is submitted ten months in 
advance. 

However, this is a tentative 
plan and some things could 
change before the actual trip. 

As Mrs. Goldman explains, 
“This is a terrific learning 
opportunity for all that attend. 
We are looking forward to 
learning about Spanish music, 
artists, writers, composers and 
architecture.”
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freshman Scott 
Remer have 
all come out 
with top three 
finishes in recent 
competitions. 
“We have really 
committed 
people,” says 
Robinson, “We 
have a very good 
chance this year 
at states.” 
     On top of 
this year’s 
success, coming 
years promise 

even greater 
accomplishments, 

given the team’s relative youth. “We have a really young 
team too,” Robinson continued, “Everybody’s returning 
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     Hundreds of high school students 
in suits and dresses huddle together 
in a packed high school cafeteria.  It’s 
8:00 on a Saturday morning.  Eyes 
are widespread, gazing into  pages 
of notes. “Be poised” a debate coach 
says. “Remember your focal points.” 
When the clock strikes 8:30, the crowd 
splits, moving quickly and efficiently 
to their assigned rooms. They prepare 
for battle, standing erect---poised, 
focused, unswaying. When the doors 
close, and the judge assumes his 
position across the table from the 
competitors, all is still, but only briefly, 
as students’ voices soon shatter 
the tranquil silence.  The debate 
commences. 
      In the past few months, the BHS 
debate team has become a legitimate 
contender for the state competition 
in March. Led by English teacher 
Nicole Robinson and junior returning 
state placer Matt Baron, the team has 
made a strong showing this season. 
Junior Matt Baron, sophomores Anna 
Swanson, Elliot Angart, Victor Tse, and 

Debaters determined to dominate
by Blake Atherton, Staff Writer

next year.” Student 
Congress debater Elliot 
Angart, for example, is 
participating in merely 
his second year of 
debate, but has won 
two tournaments this 
year, and placed second 
at the other, overall. 
     “Elliot is extremely 
qualified,” said Baron. 
“And Victor is excellent 
for only his first year of 
debate.”  
     Speaking 
of promising 
underclassmen, 
freshman Scott 
Remer astounded 
his opponents with 
his age, or lack thereof, 
and ultimately proved himself a 
formidable competitor in the Lincoln 
Douglas category. 
     When asked if there is a secret 
to the debaters’ success this year, 
sophomore Anna Swanson said, 
“We’re all really good friends. We all 
help each other, and have strongly 
improved.” The team’s camaraderie is 
apparent, and is surely linked to their 
strong preparation, and success in 
the ‘08/09 season.  
     The team has now completed 
seven tournaments, and is 
coming down the home stretch 
towards the post-season and the 
state tournament in early March. 
Returning state fourth-place winner 
Baron, Swanson, and Angart have 
already qualified for the state 
tournament, while Victor Tse, and 
Scott Remer will determine their 
own fate at the district tournament 
on February 3rd. 
     To fully appreciate the success 
that this year’s team has shared, 
one must become acquainted 
with the hard work and intensity 
involved in debate. Competitions 
are divided into three categories 

in which participants debate 
given resolutions: Student 
Congress, involving nearly a dozen 
participants, Lincoln Douglass, 
which is one-on-one, and in which 
debaters must be prepared to 
debate opposing sides of the 
same question. Tse, a first-year 
member of the team, specializes 
in Public Forum, a debate format 
that is two-on-two, very similar to 
Lincoln Douglass in that debaters 
are given several weeks to prepare 
both affirmative and negative 
views, and perspectives on the 
resolution, and meet twice a week 
to collaborate and get feedback on 
their arguments.  
     During debate rounds, there 
are serious time constraints, which 
are strictly enforced.  Part of the 
difficulty is to fit as many crucial 
points in as possible while meeting 
the time restrictions. 
     Though young, and some 
inexperienced, the BHS debate team 
has proven a very strong group, and 
ultimately wise beyond their years. 

Anna Swanson prepares deligently for her event

Sophomore Victor Tse reviews his materials 
before the competition at Hathaway Brown

    While the BHS debate team 
has gotten off to a good start, 
Beachwood has only one 
speech competitor.  This is, 
in the words of coach Nicole 
Robinson, “a disgrace.”  
     Speech events are 
the opposite of debate 
competitions.  To participate 
in a speech event, the 
competitor is required to 
artistically interpret poetry, 
play scripts, or any other kind 
of creative writing.  According 
to Gaye Janis, the head coach 
of Gilmore’s Speech and 
Debate Team, competing 
in speech events adds an 
impressive edge to a student’s 
resume.  
      Janis also expressed 
that competing in speech 
or debate events can be 
beneficial on a number 
of levels.  Part of this, she 

Speech team needs voices
by Sam Lowenkamp, Staff Writer

claimed, was due to the 
fact that the fiercely 
competitive spirit at 
the events mixes with 
friendships fostered 
through the competitions, 
helping to create an air 
of “friendly competition”, 
and adding to the learning 
experience. 
     In the past few weeks, 
Robinson and the team 
have been trying to recruit 
some dramatic speakers.  
Unfortunately, this far into 
the season, there is not 
much that can be done 
to prepare people for 
upcoming tournaments.  
However, the team is 
hopeful that they will see 
some dramatic speakers 
next season, and urge 
all interested to consider 
joining. 

The Beachwood High School Academic Challenge Team went an 
outstanding 7-0 at the Cloverleaf Tournament on Saturday, January 31st. 
A team consisting of Gilad Ashpis, Abram Feldman, Lauren Wyman, and 
Sean Zimmerman went undefeated, and trounced other teams such as 
Black River. “The most fun part of the tournament was beating Aurora 
and showing them up,” said junior Lauren Wyman. The team is advised by 
John Kaminski.
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January 6, 2009 6:30 p.m. As I turned 
on the news, the first story addressed 
the tragedy in Gaza. I heard that four 
Israeli soldiers were killed in friendly fire. 
My immediate reaction was to consider 
the deep irony of the term friendly fire. 
How can anything be friendly in such a 
terrible conflict?  The report went on to 
talk about all the civilians killed in the 
Gaza strip. The anchor didn’t mention 
the ongoing barrage of missiles into 
Israel during the past three years.  For 
news, this seemed awfully one-sided. 

While I am very pro-Israel, I think it 
is necessary to look at what is going on 
in both places in order to understand 
the conflict. Hamas is a democratically 
elected group. That means that the 
people of Gaza elected this extremist 
terrorist group. 

However, before you pass judgment 

on the people of Gaza, I would like you to 
think about an election that happened 
eight years ago in America. In 2000, George 
W. Bush was democratically elected as the 
President of the United States, and when 
he left office, his approval ratings were 
the lowest of any president. When Hamas 
was elected, the people of Gaza thought 
Hamas would be good for them, but now 
some opinions have changed. As we know 
from experience, when there is an election, 
not all of the people will agree with the 
government’s policies.  While Bush is in no 
way a terrorist and I am not comparing him 
to one, I can’t help but think that these are 
two very good examples of how a nation’s 
opinion can change over time. 

Many innocent people in Gaza are being 
killed and injured, and many innocent 
people in Israel have been terrorized for 
years with gunfire and missiles raining 

by Rachael Silver, Staff Writer

If the United States, France, Britain, or 
Germany got hit by one rocket, even a single 
rocket, what would their reaction be?
      Now think about this...according to 
the Israeli ministry of foreign affairs, over 
6,500 rockets have been fired at Israel since 
2005. Kassam rockets, katyusha rockets, 
and mortars have hit towns like Sderot 
and Ashkelon in the last three years since 
the Israeli disengagement from Gaza. 
Israel used to occupy Gaza and protected 
the approximately 8,000 Israeli settlers 
who lived in the Gaza territory. They were 
subject to constant rocket attacks and 
suicide bombings launched by Hamas and 
other terror cells in Gaza. In 2005, the Israeli 
government attempted a disengagement 
of Gaza as a peace effort with the Fatah 
movement. During this disengagement, 
the Israeli army forcibly removed the 8,000 
settlers from their homes. They hoped that 
the Palestinians would take this as a sign 
of good faith and perhaps move the two 
factions closer to peace. This attempt failed. 
In 2006, Hamas--recognized by the UN as a 
terrorist organization--seized power through 
questionable elections.  In the following 
months, in Gaza, they asserted their power 
through military violence.  Since then, 
they have been firing rockets non-stop at 
innocent people in various towns in southern 
Israel. During each rocket attack, terrified 
citizens have 15 seconds to run to the nearest 
bomb shelter before the rocket strikes. These 
15 seconds are the vital difference between 
life and death. 
      In an attempt to stop this, the Israeli 
defense forces invaded Gaza and launched 
military air strikes at various Hamas targets. 
These acts were CLEARLY in self-defense. 
However, the issue is more complicated. 
When we talk about Hamas targets, what 
exactly do we mean? Do we mean Hamas 
military bases, or do we mean U.N. schools 
in Gaza and homes of civilians. Hamas has 
been sharply criticized by Human Rights 
Watch for its use of civilian homes as rocket 
launch areas. Hamas fires their rockets from 
areas populated by civilians so that if Israel 
retaliates, they will kill innocent civilians and 
the international media will turn on Israel. 
Hamas also used children as watches, and 
to organize ambushes during the Israeli 
invasion. In short, Israel’s entry into Gaza was 
a justified response to Hamas continuously 
firing rockets into Israeli towns despite the 
various cease-fires that had been in place, 

cease fires which Israel kept and Hamas 
ignored.
     Now I must admit, it greatly saddens 
me that it has come to this. If we 
think back to our heritage, Jews and 
Muslims are brothers and we have a 
lot in common.  But Hamas has sworn 
themselves as our enemies, have vowed 
to destroy Israel and the Jews and have 
used the most despicable and cowardly 
methods to achieve their perverse goals. 
I cannot describe the terrible tragedy 
that large numbers of civilians have been 
killed in this recent conflict. During this 
operation, codenamed operation “cast 
lead”, over 4,000 people were injured and 
approximately 1,300 killed. Figures and 
reports from the Israeli defense forces 
disagree with the figures from militant 
groups over the percentage of civilian 
casualties, but it is doubtless that civilian 
suffering has been traumatic. My heart 
goes out to any innocent person who has 
been affected by the fighting. But these 
extremists cannot be allowed to attack 
a town of 20,000 people on a daily basis 
without repercussions. No other modern 
country would have allowed this to go on 
for this long. 
      And Israel values human life. Unlike 
Hamas, the Israeli military does not select 
targets based on how many civilians it 
will kill. That is not the case with Hamas, 
who built their organization on the vow 
to wreak havoc and destruction on Israel.  
Hamas is constantly involving civilians 
in their operations. Every rocket they fire 
is designed to target and hurt civilians 
and they unfortunately are succeeding. 
According to a study by NATAL (Center 
for victims of terror and war) 2.8% of 
adults and 94% of children in Sderot are 
suffering from PTSD (post traumatic stress 
disorder) symptoms. The rockets have 
caused a town of 20,000 people to live 
in constant terror, wondering when the 
next rocket will come. It is only a matter 
of time before a rocket hits a crowded 
kindergarten, killing dozens of children.                     
      This is what we are up against. Israel 
is not the cruel, brutal invader that the 
media portrays it to be. It is a country 
defending its own, and after looking at 
the evidence, one cannot but admit that 
this reaction, while tragic, was necessary. 

by Natan Magnus Staff Writer

Israel has a right to defend itself

down on them daily. Doesn’t anyone have the 
right to live in peace these days? For example my 
three cousins, two fifteen years old and the other 
thirteen, had to be sent away from their parents 
to live with family members in Tel Aviv because 
it was too dangerous for them to stay in their 
home in Beer Sheva. How would you feel if you 
had to be sent away from your parents in a time 
of war? Missiles are raining down in both places 
every day, and unfortunately innocent people in 
Gaza are being used as human shields. 

And the conflict has been spreading to other 
parts of the world.  On January fifth, for example, 
a burning car was driven into a synagogue 
in France.  Tragically, France has the largest 
population of Jews and Muslims in Western 
Europe. Hatred and spite is spreading to other 
nations, and as a Jew it frightens me that this 
kind of hatred is spreading over a war. 

Could something like this happen in America?

In an effort to understand the views of 
students and staff on the conflict between 
Israel and Hamas, we conducted an 
anonymous survey. While it is conventional 
wisdom that many students and staff 
at Beachwood are pro-Israel, we were 
surprised to find that many of the 
responses we received were critical of 
Israel’s policy in this conflict. 

Here is a sampling of the anonymous 
responses that we received:

It is regrettable that so much blood 
has been shed and such a great deal of 
negative energy has been expended over 
a piece of land the size of New Jersey, 
and what makes the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict even more tragic is that each side 
has merit... While it is deeply saddening 
that so many Palestinian civilians have 
been killed because of this conflict, Israel 
was completely justified in its actions. 
Any sovereign nation, when confronted 
with an organization desirous of its 
destruction, has every right to destroy that 
organization. The United Nations and the 
general international community have 
been in the wrong in attempting to stop 
Israel.

Let us all pray that peace can be achieved 
within our lifetimes and hostility will 
become a thing of the past in the Middle 
East.

The fact that a U.N. school and compound 
were targeted and bombed is disgusting 
and is in no way acceptable

…It is clear that Israel forced their most 
recent war into the limited time remaining 
for the Bush administration. If scale-
tipping death tolls remain the diplomatic 
policy of Israel... the world should hold it 
accountable.

Israel is right, but the loss or harming of 
any civilians or innocents is unnacceptable. 
However, Hamas is a terrorist organization 
and as long as it remains in charge in Gaza, 
things will continue to deteriorate.

The Beachcomber survey...

Have your say: Conflict in Gaza
Before you pass judgement...



   “If I had known the importance of 
education back then, I’d be like the paint 
on the [school’s] walls; you’d have to pry 
me off to get rid of me” Tim Kelly said as 
he reminisced about his teenage years.  
During those years, Kelly hated school, 
and he would do anything he could to 
avoid it.  This led to other problems in his 
life, like fighting, a bad relationship with 
his parents, and time spent in jail.  He left 
prison with a “criminal mentality”; he would 
steal and cheat, abuse drugs and alcohol, 
and he ended up homeless.
     When you take a look at this 57 –year-old 
Cleveland man today, you see a successful 
man with quite a story to tell.  Kelly works a 
job that he loves, he has a son who attends 
Howard University, and he can recite the 
preamble of the constitution like a champ.  
On a Wednesday in January, BHS students 
were able to learn from Kelly’s life experience.  
   Students Marquita Davis, Adam Jacob, 
Nahshon Rodgers, and Gabe Shapiro came 
up with the idea of having Tim Kelly speak 
to our school.  They arranged the speech 

for part of their “Choosing to Participate” 
project, for Greg Deegan’s Human Rights 
and Humanities class.  Each student taking 

Mr. Deegan’s class participates in a CTP 
project,  trying to make a difference on 
an important issue.
      “Our human-rights teacher, 
Mr.Deegan, liked the idea about 
Homelessness,” said Adam Jacob.  After 
he was connected with the Northeast 
Ohio Coalition for the Homeless, the 
concept for the assembly began to 
unfold.
      As in all school assemblies, there is the 
fear the students will either ignore the 
information or will simply not take it to 
heart. But this assembly seems to have 
been a success.  Jacob said, “Personally, 
I have had students who came up to 
me after the assembly and told me how 
they are going to try to help and make a 
difference.”    

If you are interested in volunteering or 
finding a way to help the homeless in our 
area, contact the Northeast Ohio Coalition 
for the Homeless.
 216-432-0540        www.neoch.org

At the human rights assembly, Tim Kelly shared his 
experiences for the benefit of BHS students
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Facing life without a home     The first in a two-part series
by Matt Jacobs, Staff Writer

Sabrina Otis, a mother of five, has had 
many nightmares, but none has been 
so terrifying as the one that dreadfully 
came true. On October 4, 2001, Cuyahoga 
County decided to take her children from 
her. 

Otis is a loving mother and has always 
been capable of sustaining her children’s 
needs. She is the type of woman who 
gets what she wants when she wants. 
In conversation, she will take complete 
control and make sure you know it. She 
is a strong, supportive, and gentle single 
mother. She is forced to fulfill the duties of 
a father figure as well. Her gentle, smooth, 
and light brown face makes her a very 
approachable person, but if you come 
too close to her and her children, as she 
has said, “I’m a steam roller, I will maul you 
over.” 

So what would give the county a 
reason to take her children? Well, simply 
put, she and her children are homeless. 

“Homeless” is a vague word and is often 
misinterpreted. Many view the homeless 
as living on the streets with nowhere to 
go. For Otis, this may be somewhat true, 
but she always made sure that her children 
had a place to sleep. Whether at a friend’s 
house or the notorious shelters, another 
issue, she always put her children before 
herself. 

Now just because Otis and her children 
didn’t own a home doesn’t mean they 
weren’t living in one. For a while, she 
and her children took up residence in an 
abandoned house. This may not have been 
the ideal situation, but it was certainly 
better than sleeping in shelters where 
they would have to split up between boys 
and girls, and it was certainly better than 
asking friends to house her children. Plus, 
they were able to have their own privacy.

 Unfortunately though, like many of 
the other abandoned homes in Cleveland, 
it had many problems. They were living in 
a house with no utilities. Otis said, “It was 
winter, so it was really cold in this house 
with no heat. And then it was spring, so it 
was raining. And then it was summer, so it 
was sweltering hot.” 

Not only was this a problem, but the 
fact that it was abandoned also meant 
that on occasion they would get a visit 

from unwelcome visitors. Other people 
knew it was abandoned, so Otis made sure 
she had locks for every bedroom door for 
safety. At night, when drug addicts and other 
dangerous people are looking for places to 
stay, abandoned houses are ideal overnights. 

This made evening and nighttime trips 
to the bathroom risky adventures. Whenever 
one of them needed to relieve themselves, 
“We would go as a tribe. We’d ALL have to go 
to the bathroom and it was like you 
would unlock the door and you’d 
wait to hear if you heard anything 
in the kitchen, ‘cause there was a 
bedroom right off the kitchen. 
Then you would open it up and 
bust out like you’re gonna do 
something. When you felt safe 
a little bit, everyone would 
rush to the bathroom. But 
you’d have to keep the 
door open ‘cause of course 
there was no light.” 

These conditions 
were pushing Sabrina 
Otis and her family 
to the limit. She 
frequently went 
to the County 
Commissioner’s 
office to voice her complaints. She says 
that she had a reputation as a ‘pain in the 
behind’. She eventually became fed up and 
demanded a meeting with one of the three 
Commissioners at the time. According to 
Otis, what she got instead was a whole table 
of people telling her, “We need you to get a 
mental health evaluation.” 

She replied, “I’m homeless, I don’t need 
a mental evaluation.” Then, out of the blue, 
the commissioner said she had to leave to go 
to her daughter’s ballet recital. Just like that 
she got up and left, telling Sabrina that she 
was in good hands. So instead of receiving 
the one-on-one that she requested, Sabrina 
was left with a roomful of people who 
hardly knew her and believed that there was 
something mentally wrong with her.

In 2001 there was only one female County 
Commissioner. Her name was Jane Campbell. 
If this doesn’t ring a bell, she became the 
56th mayor of Cleveland serving from 
January of 2002 to January of 2006.

After this encounter, Sabrina received 
a notice from Children and Family Services 

Sabrina Otis speaks of her experience as a homeless person

to go to a meeting where licensed social 
workers voted to determine whether Otis 
was a good parent and if her children should 
stay in her care. As she would soon discover, 
“Even before the vote, they knew they were 
taking my children.” 

According to Otis one social worker 
objected saying, “You got me involved in 
a case where she’s not mental, no one has 
helped her find a house, so no, I vote no. 

You shouldn’t take her children.” 
Evidently there was at least one 

compassionate person, but to 
no avail. 

In frustration with 
their overall decision 

making, Otis said, 
“We’re grown 

adults here 
and you’re 
being 
this catty 
about my 
children’s 
lives” 

While 
the 
meeting 
was 

occurring 
her children 

were being escorted from their schools by 
the police and taken to Rainbow Children’s 
Hospital to be checked for abuse. Of course, 
there was no evidence. The children were still 
removed from Otis’s custody.

According to Sabrina Otis’s account, the 
facilitator of her case at Children and Family 
Services told her, “Well, we have the power 
here, and the power today is we’re taking 
your children. So go call them (The County 
Commissioners) and see if they can help you 
get them back.” 

At the time of publication, the Cuyahoga 
County Department of Children and Family 
Services has not responded to repeated 
requests to comment on this story.

While recalling the event, Sabrina became 
emotional and with teary eyes remembered, 
“That was the most hurtful thing.” She 
couldn’t cry nor think. She was numb. 

To be continued in next issue...

BHS students learn the true value of education
by Jeremy Weberman and Jackson Hyams, Staff Writers

Photo by M
arc Eisenberg
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February / March Calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

15
Last Day of 
NAIMUN

Chamber of 
Commerce 
Pancake 
Breakfast

16
No School: 
President’s Day

Swimming and 
Diving Sectionals

17 18 19 20
African American 
History Month 
Celebration
7:00pm - 9:00pm

Wrestling 
Sectionals

21

22 23 24
Post-Secondary 
Info Night

25 26
Robotics 
Competition

27
Wrestling 
Districts

Swimming and 
Diving State 
Championship

White and Gold
7:30pm

28
Wrestling 
Districts

Swimming and 
Diving State 
Championship

White and Gold
7:30pm

1 2 3 4 5
Student Open 
Forum

6 7
OMEA Large 
Group Contest

8 9
OGT Testing

10
OGT Testing

11
OGT Testing

12
OGT Testing

13
OGT Testing

14

15 16
Winter Sports 
Assembly

17 18 19 20 21
Spring Break 
Begins

Reminders:
•	 The	Class	of	2010	is	working	on	the	winter	sports	program.		If	you	would	like	to	place	an	ad,	contact	please	Brittany	Crosby.
•	 All	classes	are	coming	up	with	spirit	week	ideas.		If	you	have	an	idea,	contact	one	of	your	class	representatives.
•	 If	you	would	like	to	have	an	event	put	on	this	calendar,	please	contact	Rui	Dai	or	Suzanne	Schiavone

Behind every school assembly, every play, and every other 
production or show in the High School auditorium, there are 
unsung heroes that allow the function to run.  These people 
are the tech crew, and they run the lights, sound, microphones, 
curtain, and all other aspects of the events.

Joel Freimark directs the tech crew with the assistance of 
some of the more experienced upper classmen.  Between the 
miscellaneous jobs that go along with putting on different 
productions, the tech crew is always looking for new members.  
Fortunately, most of the work can be taught on the job. 

Although training doesn’t necessarily take long, becoming 
an experienced “techy” takes a lot of devotion.  Members of 
tech crew must participate in “tech week” before each play.  
This is an entire week of learning every cue throughout each 
play.  Unfortunately in live theater, there is, as Mr. Freimark 
puts it, “no such thing as a perfect show.”  To prevent possible 
errors, Mr. Freimark believes that the tech crew should know 
the script “better than the cast.”  This is because a simple 
mistake by the cast can throw the tech crew into a fury of 
action as they readjust the lights, sound effects, and any other 
effects that apply.  As one would imagine, this requires a 
tremendous amount of time and effort, and, unfortunately, the 
crew doesn’t get the recognition it deserves. 

Behind the curtains
by Sam Lowenkamp, Staff Writerby Ena Jones, Staff Writer

     In November, New York Times 
reporter Yolanne Almanzar 
wrote the article “High School 
Dances Shine Just a Little Less 
Brightly” focusing on a school in 
Miami struggling to get enough 
students to attend their dances.  
Due to the economy, some 
students don’t have the money 
to spend on school dances.  
However, the attendance at BHS 
dances continues to improve.  
     For instance, this year’s Tipoff 
dance seemed to be a hit, and 
over 300 people attended 
Snoball, earning more than $1000 
profit.  
      When freshmen Ashley Dudley 
was asked if she enjoyed the 
dance, she answered, “Oh yes, I 
definitely enjoyed the dance. 
I love getting dressed up, and 
I love that adrenaline rush 
when something fun I s going 
to happen.”  Every student said 
that they had a great time, and 
they were looking forward to 
the rest of the dances planned 
for this year.  “I had a blasty,”  
said Kevin Jones.  Everyone 
seems to enjoy even the simple 
dances held in the atrium.  
      Some students find them 
even more enjoyable than 
the formal dances because 
nobody has to worry about a 
date. Everyone can dance with 
whomever they want, and 
the whole night is just more 
relaxed.  
Although the attendance at 
Snoball improved this year 

BHS dances packed, despite economy

Pictured at the top 12 assembly with 
Samantha Golovan, Brandon Smith 
went on to be crowned Snoball King.

compared to past years, it still 
wasn’t as enjoyable as Homecoming 
and Tip off for most of the students.  
Many of the issues students had 
with the dance were the “oldies 
music” that was played for an 
extended period of time, and the 
excess space that made dancing 
slightly awkward.  Brett Leikin said, 
“It felt like a bar mitzvah.  We just 
DON’T DO line dances in High 
School, it’s just not allowed.” 
      While many students preferred 
Tipoff to Snoball, Snoball King 
Brandon Smith said that he thought 
it was a lot better than all the past 
Snoball dances.  Brandon thought 
the addition of the coat check was 
nice, and liked the DJ a lot more this 
year.  
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N      Every girl looks to 
Homecoming as a break 
from the usual routines of 
daily life—school, sleep, 
weekend, repeat.  The pretty 
dresses, the cute shoes, the 
pink corsages—these things 
seem to make this night 
refreshingly different from 
the usual Saturday spent 
hanging out with friends.  
     And yet I would argue 
that the entire idea of 
Homecoming is not a breach 
from the conventions of 
normal life but rather an 
unfortunate part of it. In 
this one sparkling night 
of mascara and high heels 
there exists the bitter taste 
of age-old gender roles and 
standard, “normal,” societal 
ideas of how “guys and gals” 
are supposed to act.  

Tradition: Says Who?
by Lauren Wyman, Staff Writer

     At least in my experience.
     The Sunday night before the week of 
Homecoming I could be seen pacing up and 
down my driveway, periodically opening my 
phone and then immediately closing it.  In my 
fit of wasted phone battery I was attempting 
to muster up the courage to ask a guy to the 
upcoming dance.  My female instinct to wait 
for him to call and my desire to spend time 
with him battled as I dialed three numbers, four 
numbers, five numbers, and then hung up.    
     I sat down on the apron of my driveway and 
began to think.  Hollywood had given me a 
skewed perception of dating and relationships.  
Girls aren’t supposed to be pacing up and down 
their driveways debating whether or not to 
call a particular guy.  No, the Hollywood guys 
always call the girls first—or at least they show 
up at random times with a handful of roses or 
chocolates.    
     And yet there I was, dateless, chocolate-less 
and rose-less.  Why should I be so afraid to call 
him?  I racked my brain for an answer.  What was 
stopping me?
Nothing but society’s traditional ideas of how 
the genders are supposed to act.  By calling 
him, I would step outside of my (and society’s) 

comfort zone of female assertion and 
risk being humiliated.  How ridiculous, I 
thought, I can do whatever I please and I 
can call whomever I want.  No one—and 
no outdated societal ideals—can shame 
me or stop me.  
I then stood up and dialed the full ten 
digits of his phone number.  He answered 
and agreed to go.  
     Score: Lauren 1, Society 0.  
     Fast-forward a couple of days. He 
picked me up Homecoming night and 
we drove to Sarava’s Restaurant at Shaker 
Square to meet the rest of our group.  An 
hour and a bowl of spaghetti later, the 

waiter brought us the check.  
     I pulled out my star-studded wallet and 
reached for the bill.  My date swatted my 
hand away.  “I’m paying,” he said. 
     “But I asked you.  I pay,” I retorted while 
continuing to reach for the bill.
     “No, I pay.”  
     “But why?”
     “It’s tradition,” he responded.  
     Tradition?  
     “But why is it tradition?” I asked.
    “Because it’s tradition.” 
 The waiter then came back and 
looked at us like we were crazy; my date 
was waving the bill just out of reach 
while I was grabbing at it and yanking his 
ear.  He somehow managed to work past 
my flailing arms and gave the money to 
the waiter.  He smiled at me, apparently 
thinking that my attempts to pay were 
cute, and stood up.  I frowned at him 
and called him, I believe, a “bigoted 
poophead” and stood up as well.  
     He laughed.  I didn’t.  And we left.    
     Don’t get me wrong.  Free dinners are 
always appreciated—particularly when 
they are at expensive restaurants.  But 
when I, as a woman, am not allowed to 

pay because of the backwards concept of 
“tradition,” I get mad.  
     Where did this ridiculous tradition even 
originate? 
     Well, once upon a time women weren’t 
allowed to work.  Our “job” was in the 
home, men would say.  Since we just 
couldn’t handle the mental stress of the 
workplace, we needed the protection of 
an alpha male and a whitewashed, cookie-
cutter house in the suburbs.  Yet this 
Donna Reed-like situation did not protect 
us so much as suppress us and render us 
wholly reliant upon our male counterparts.  
      From this disgustingly dependent 
circumstance came my date’s justification 
of “tradition.” He was subconsciously stuck 
on the 19th century idea that women 
cannot work and therefore cannot pay, 
even though I had a job this past summer 
and made more money than he did.  By 
not allowing me to pay, he fell victim to 
the fallacies of the past—and brought me 
down with him. 
      A couple of weeks ago I asked him 
again why he wouldn’t let me pay.  He 
once more invoked the concept of “family 
tradition” and the “gentlemanly code.”  But I 
didn’t buy it.  There was something deeper 
that compelled him to act the way he did.  
I pressed him further—saying that I did 
not find it so chivalric that he paid and 
that I think he just wanted to assert his 
own male dominance—and we got into a 
heated argument which ended with “don’t 
talk to me.”  
     This time I laughed.
     Women fulfill their gender roles 
because it’s easy, because it’s comfortable, 
because it’s normal.  And yet when we 
subject ourselves to the vulnerability of 
asking a guy out, when we pay for two 
expensive meals on Homecoming night, 
when we take a deep breath, question 
the established social order and dive into 
the pool of female assertion, we gain a 
refreshing sense of freedom—a sense 
unprecedented in the routines of society.  
     So, guys, remember.  If I ask you out, I 
pay. 
     Let’s call it a “new tradition.”   

more attention to themselves…
they are already accepted 
here.” As I spoke with Jeremy, 
other students in the classroom 
offhandedly mentioned how 
it’s only “acceptable” to be a 
lesbian if you’re “hot,” and that 
otherwise, “it’s a problem.” 

See? Accepted. Some others, 
including a senior who asked to 
only be referred as “B” said, “by 
creating the GSA, they just want 
to be seen as separate.” 
     But clearly, there are those 
who have been afraid of bigotry 
and homophobia. Eric Parris, 
a junior who came out as gay 
last year, acknowledged that 
while “things are getting better 
here,” also revealed that “when 
you are in the closet, even 
the most slightly insensitive 

comment freaks you out.” And 
in a school such as Beachwood, 
where homophobic comments 
are all too common, one can 
understand the panic faced by 
gay students who have yet to 
come out. But the creation of a 
gay-straight alliance, as student 

Ben Besunder has said, can be “a 
very good tool to bridge the gap 
between gays and straights and 
increase acceptance.” 
     However, this leads to a 
serious question concerning the 
difference between tolerating 
homosexuals and accepting 
them. This issue is crucial to 
those opposed to a GSA, such 
as teacher Norm Althausen.  Mr. 
Althausen feels that while the 
“spread of hatred of homosexuals 
is wrong” and he “tolerates” 

     Even in these enlightened 
times, there are still 
oppressed minorities in our 
nation who experience a 
new form of subjugation, 
cloaked in a pious show of 
faith and religion. This is the 
plight of the homosexual 
community, denied equal 
rights, and, even in a school 
as tolerant as Beachwood’s, 
living in fear.
     About three months ago, 
the school erupted in shock 
when, at the behest of a 
few frustrated students, a 
gay-straight alliance was 
created. These individuals 
felt that, in a place where 
terms like “fag” and “queer” 
are hurled around as easily 
as a Southern racist shouts 
bigoted speech, there 
are rights that must be 
defended. 
      One student, Jeremy 
Margolis, a junior at 
Beachwood, feels that “Gay 
kids are just trying to bring 

Tolerance, or acceptance? BHS welcomes the GSA
by Matt Baron, Staff Writer

gays, he also feels that one 
shouldn’t “accept it as being 
good behavior.” In addition, 
while he  feels that they deserve 
the “dignity that belongs to all 
humans,” he says, “our culture is 
encouraging something…that 
has never been approved by any 
religion and…can be detrimental 
to  marriage, children, family and 
society.” 
     Maybe a GSA has been long 
overdue in Beachwood, and is 
far from unnecessary. Our high 
school is far more diverse and 
accepting than one would notice 
at first glance. However, the fight 
for true equality is not over. For 
this, gays and straights must 
work together to fight ignorance 
and bigotry at all levels, from the 
innocuous, ignorant comments 
to the sheer hatred that has 
been witnessed nationwide. Just 
like the decades-long fight for 
minority rights, gay rights will 
be seen in our time.  It’s only a 
question of when they will come 
to Beachwood. 

By not allowing me to pay, he 
fell victim to the fallacies of the 
past—and brought me down 

with him. 

...gays and straights must work together to 
fight ignorance and bigotry at all levels, from 

the innocuous, ignorant comments to the sheer 
hatred that has been witnessed nationwide.



THE EDITOrS’ TAkE: 

A time for frugAlity
9The Beachcomber

The Beachcomber Editorial Policy

The Beachcomber, through its editorial pages, provides an open forum for 
student expression. This newspaper is equally dedicated to affording an op-
portunity to all BHS students, staff, alumni, parents, and community residents 
to express their opinions on these pages.

All unsigned editorials appearing in The Beachcomber represent the opinions 
of the editorial board. They do not necessarily reflect the views of the student 
body, the staff, or the administration of Beachwood High School. 

The Beachcomber welcomes all letters to the editor, whether critical, compli-
mentary, or informative. They must be signed, although names will be withheld 
upon request in cases that may be awkward or embarrassing to the writer. Let-
ters should be addressed to The Beachcomber, 25100 Fairmount Blvd., Beach-
wood, OH, 44122, or delivered to the editors or a secretary in the main office, 
attention Suzanne Schiavone. To contact Beachcomber adviser Josh Davis, 
please email him at jmd@bw.beachwood.k12.oh.us.
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Beachwood High School
25100 Fairmount Boulevard
Beachwood, OH 44122

Editor-in-Chief -- Content  Suzanne Schiavone
Editor-in-Chief -- Layout  Rui Dai
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Op-Ed Editor   Matt Baron
News Editor    Brynne Sekerak
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Sports Editor   Brett Leikin, Kevin Moss
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Adviser    Josh Davis

Every issue, the Beachcomber 
Editoral Staff comes to a 
consensus on a topic, and 
publishes an unsigned editorial 
which takes a position on that 
topic.

    America is currently faced with 
one of the biggest economic 
crises it has ever seen.  This 
week, it was reported by the 
Christian Science Monitor that 
Congress and the United States 
Treasury are planning on taking 
out at least $1.1 trillion in new 
national debt.  And according 
to the New York Times, the 
unemployment rate is up to 7.6 
percent, the highest it has been 
since September 1992, with 3.6 
million jobs cut since December 
2007.  
     Yet our culture still seems 
to be one of overindulgence.  
We cannot help but gawk at 

the absurdly expensive attire 
worn by celebrities, subscribing 
to societal norms of what is 
considered “fashionable” instead 
of perhaps stopping to think 
about what is more financially 
feasible.    
     Teenagers seem to be 
particularly susceptible to this 
weakness.  On the whole, it is 
more difficult to see the financial 
burden a family may be facing 
unless you are the one paying 
the bills, and so it is easier for 
restless teens to give in to their 
impulses and overindulge.  After 
all, what’s wrong with wanting to 
buy another pair of Ugg boots, 
another Coach bag, or a new car?  
     In Beachwood, this seems 
to be a particularly pervasive 
problem.  This can be partly 
attributed to the fact that, 
according to CNN, Beachwood’s 
median family income is 

$100,461 per year, one of the 
highest in Northeastern Ohio.  
Comparatively, Shaker Heights’ 
is $98,502 per year, University 
Heights’ is $86,697 per year, 
Lyndhurst’s is $73,749 per year, 
and South Euclid’s is $66,941 per 
year.  Clearly, we are better off 
than some neighboring cities, 
but that does not mean that we 
aren’t affected by the economic 
problems facing our country.  
And just because the effects may 
not be outwardly seen, it doesn’t 
mean that we won’t feel them, 
both now and in the future. 
     After all, it is our generation 
that will have to deal with the 
fallout of the economic crisis.  
As we enter college and then 
the work force, we are the ones 
who will be faced with the 
consequences of our massive 
national debt and trade deficit 
to other nations (such as China, a 

nation that is rapidly becoming 
a world power).  And with more 
and more people being laid of 
every day, will there even be 
sufficient jobs available when 
we finish college?
     But students at BHS are 
still seen driving expensive 
cars, wearing the newest (and 
most expensive) fashions, 
and just generally spending 
more money than we need 
to.  Though it has always been 
“American” to spend money 
on things we don’t need, we 
are in a recession.  And while 
obviously it won’t help the 
economy to just stop spending 
all at once, it is important to 
remember that what may seem 
elusive and incomprehensible 
at first could come back to bite 
you.

Every spring at BHS brings the tradition 
of Spirit Week, and with it comes the fierce 
competition of class rivalry. 

This year will probably be no different 
from previous ones: the seniors will win 
and the freshmen will lose. Despite the 
gory ending to last year’s sumo wrestling, 
most of the events will probably also 
remain unchanged. 

Yet since last year, 
there has been a 
rumor circulating that 
the student council 
might make this year’s 
competition “fairer”—
as in the seniors won’t 
cheat. 

Yeah. Right.
The entire point of the distinction 

between upperclassmen and under-
classmen is so upperclassmen can boss 
the underlings around. That’s what makes 
it fun. And to break that tradition is just 
heresy.

Of course, some would argue that the 
point of class competition is to determine 
the best class and it’s only fair to give the 
underclassmen a shot at being number 
one. It encourages the freshmen to actually 
try. 

However, the point of this argument is 
not to pre-determine places two, three, or 
four of the competition; only number one. 
The freshmen, sophomore, and juniors 

can battle it out all they want for the 
other places, but the seniors have to 
get number one. After all, what senior 
class wants to lose to the freshmen?

The freshmen will get their chance 
to be number one in three more 
years; this year belongs to the seniors 

and only the 
seniors. The 
class of 2009 
had to endure 
it four years 
ago against 
the class of 
2006. It’s 
only fair that 
the class of 
2012 enjoy 

their turn at being cheated out of a 
chance to reach the top. So suck it up, 
freshmen, and stop whining; you’ll 
get your turn soon.

In conclusion, dear student 
council members, straighten your 
spines and start to cheat! Our parents 
have always drilled into our brains 
that cheating is sinful, but here, 
during Spirit Week, we can actually 
do it openly without any criticism 
(the freshmen’s whines don’t count) 
and do it proudly. Equality does not 
exist during Spirit Week. 

Suck it up, Freshmen
by Senior, Staff Writer

Seniors lack confidence
by Freshman, Staff Writer

Does the senior class really have such a 
lack of confidence that they need to cheat in 
order to win at Spirit Week?  Unfortunately, 
advantages awarded to the senior class have 
become a cultural norm at BHS, and grant the 
opposing grades no chance at victory, and 
likewise no incentive. Is there really any glory to 
winning against an opponent whose legs have 
been broken? Underclassmen are expected to 
compete at spirit week with a pair of broken 
legs. Both have little desire to compete, for they 
acknowledge their impossible odds at victory. 

As far as the student council’s motion to make 
spirit week “fairer,” I applaud this concept. And as 
for the skill-level of each grade, I have faith in my 
class’s ability to earn first place when we reach 
senior year, and believe that such confidence 
should be present in the senior class and should 
persuade them to advocate fair competition. 
What’s more, seniors may find that victory is 
undoubtedly sweeter when earned as opposed to 
taken without any real opposition. 

Furthermore, there isn’t a doubt in my mind 
that the senior class possesses the ability to 
become spirit week champions, given their age 
and experience, but other classes deserve a 
legitimate chance at victory as well. After all, if 
the seniors truly consider themselves the superior 
class, they should prove it in fair contest.  

If only they had more confidence in 
themselves…

...the point of this argument 
is not to pre-determine 

places two, three, or four 
of the competition; only 

number one. 
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BeAT

The Slackers
April 16
The Grog Shop
8:00pm

Cleveland Blues Festival
February 28 
Palace Theatre
9:00pm

Flogging MollyFebruary 20 
House of Blues7:00pm

Eagles
March 24 
Quicken Loans Arena
8:00pm

Flight of the Conchords
April 19
Kent State Mac Center
7:30pm

Spring Awakening
March 3 - March 15
Palace Theatre

Avenged Sevenfold,      

Buckcherry, Papa Roach,   

& Saving Abel
February 20
Wolstein Center 
6:30pm

The 
BISON
ScrAmBle

P U D C I

_  _  _  _  _  

L O T A H C O E C

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _

R H E T A 

_  _  _  _  _ 

W O F L S R E

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  

R C A S D

_  _  _  _  _   

B A R E U Y F R

_   _   _   _   _   _   _  _   

THEME: 

“VALENTINE’S DAY”

Think you have what it takes to unscramble these 
words?

Submit your answers to the answer box in the office 
and have the chance to win a free smoothie courtesy of 

The Beachcomber Staff. 

     When the BHS 
library introduced 
“The Tipping Point“  
last year to the high 
school’s Book Club, 
Malcolm Gladwell was 
relatively unknown to 
most students. Since 
then, BHS students 
have become better 

acquainted with the bestselling author, 
who has since published two more books: 
“Blink” and, most recently, “Outliers.” Like 
“The Tipping Point,” the two new books  
introduce anecdotes and statistics to 
demonstrate a greater thesis. In “Outliers,” 
which came out last November, the focus 
was on the factors that contribute to 
success.
     In our society, successful people are 
often the outliers—men and women 
who have managed to rise about the 
rest. Whether it is Bill Gates, who has 
managed to be the richest man for fifteen 
consecutive years, or Jewish lawyers, who 
have managed to rise to the top despite 
corporate prejudice, “Outliers” connects 
their stories together to develop the 
thesis one step at a time.
     Gladwell addresses questions that 
emphasize his main point.  Why didn’t 
Christopher Langan, the professed 
smartest man in America, win the Nobel 
Prize? What was so special about the 
Beatles that made them the Beatles? And 
why do Asians appear to be so much 
better at math? 
     The basic American success story 
involves an individual down on their 
luck, but who, through hard work and 
perseverance, manages to climb to the 
top of the pile. In his book, Gladwell 
suggests that there is more—more 
to the genes and the determination. 
Whether it is the simple factor of luck, 
the area of the country where a person 
originated, or even the language that 
one speaks, everything, according to 
Gladwell, contributes to the composition 
of successful people. 
     One of the many examples that 
Gladwell uses to demonstrate this 
phenomenon is the Canadian Junior 

Hockey League. Though the team is 
theoretically based on a meritocracy, it is 
composed mostly of students born at the 
beginning of the year. Gladwell reasons 
that this occurred because at a young age, 
kids who are born a couple months earlier 
than their peers are also significantly 
bigger. Kids grow at a much faster rate 
than adults, and a few months can mean a 
significant difference in size, especially in 
a competition where the bigger you are, 
the more likely you are to win. Since in the 
Canadian system the age cut off for each 
level is January 1st and the recruitments 
happen at a very small age, the kids who 
were born at the beginning of the year 
have a huge advantage over those who 
were unfortunate enough to be born in 
December. Since those who are recruited 
at a young age receive more training 
than those who were not, the initial 
difference in size gradually accumulates 
into disparities in skills on the team. 
Consequently, a considerable number of 
athletes in the best hockey teams in the 
Canadian Junior Hockey League were born 
in January, February and March. 
     Nevertheless, that is not to say there 
are no faults in Gladwell’s theory. In the 
previous example, for instance, though 
large number of athletes in 
the sample that Gladwelled 
used are born early in the 
year, there are also many 
who were born in August, 
September, and other 
months. Consequently, 
though birthdates can 
matter in the determination 
of whether or not an athlete 
it successful, it is not the 
only factor that must be 
considered.   
     Nonetheless, Outliers is an 
enlightening book. Through 
his narrations of these distinct 
stories of success and failure, 
Malcolm Gladwell makes us 
the Horatio Algiers stories of 
pulling oneself up by ones 
bootstraps.    

An Outlier among books
by Rui Dai, Staff Writer

      “Heaven can Wait”, a surprisingly funny 
comedy by Harry Segall, was directed by Sheila 
Heyman.  The main character of “Heaven Can 
Wait” was a man named Joe Pendleton, played 
by Ben Ducoff, whose goal was to become a 
prize fighting boxing champion.  Everything 
is fine as Joe Pendleton is trying to achieve his 
goal until heaven mistakenly takes Joe out of 
his body sixty years too early.
     But when the angel tries to return Joe back 
to his body, it becomes apparent that Joe’s 
manager has already cremated his body.  God 
then tells the angel to find Joe another body 
and the search begins.  The angel finally selects 
the body of a millionaire, Jonathan Farnsworth, 
who has only just framed a man for a crime he 
may or may not have committed and had him 
sent to jail.  Joe accepts Jonathan’s body and 
tries to turn things around, even falling in love.  
     Although some members of the audience 
left before the show was over, I sat through 
the whole thing, giggling the whole time.  Joe 
learns to be altruistic and I learned to be non-
judgmental.  I noticed the people around me 
enjoying Joe’s transformation into a better 
person.  Unfortunately, few people attended 
the play.  We can all benefit from learning to 
expand our worlds and pushing the envelopes 
of our insights.  And “Heaven can Wait” is 
definitely worth waiting for.      

Heaven can wait
by Jade Ferguson, Staff Writer

Michael Pinhasi and Erin Burke heated up the stage in 
“Heaven Can Wait”
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Gus Van Sant’s “Milk” is an incredible 
film not only because of the brilliant acting, 
cinematography, and storytelling, but 
because it illuminates a part of American 
history largely forgotten: the gay rights 
movement of the seventies.  Harvey Milk 
is the man who stood at the forefront of 
that movement and eventually died for the 
cause.  

As the film opens, the viewer is 
introduced to Harvey Milk (Sean Penn), 
a man clearly uninterested in putting so 
much as a toe out of line or going against 
the current.  However, once he and his 
partner, Scott Smith (James Franco), move 
to San Francisco, it becomes clear that he 
will change dramatically over the course 
of the film.  Milk goes from being a man 
with little interest in making a difference 
in the gay community to someone who 
has dedicated his life to making sure that 
everyone receives equal opportunities.         

As he becomes more involved in 
the politics of the Castro District, the 
largely gay area of San Francisco, Milk 
becomes more dedicated to politics.  
His determination is inspiring; he ran 
in every election from 1973 until 1978, 
when he was finally elected to the Board 
of Supervisors of San Francisco. He 

     Pittsburgh-Cleveland, Ohio State-
Michigan, Orange-Beachwood; three 
classic rivalries that have become 
extremely one sided over the past few 
years. 
     The troubled Browns have dropped 
10 straight to the hands of the hated 
Steelers. The Buckeyes have defeated 
that team up north a record-setting 
6th consecutive year. The Lions of 
Orange High School have beaten the 
Bison in soccer twice and mauled 
the Beachwood Football team in 
embarrassing fashion over the span of 
just one year.
     One of these seemingly dead 
rivalries was revived when the Lions 
and Bison met at Orange High School 
for their season openers in mens 
basketball. 
The Lions came out in the first quarter 
with loads of energy; the Bison were 
unable to match their level of intensity 
and found themselves in an 11-0 hole 
to start the game. Head Coach Jason 
Pecjak then used his first timeout to 
stop the run of the surging lions. 
     The second-year coach stated that 
“Orange is a very physical half-court 
defensive team…and in a very hostile 
environment, we needed to play 
with more confidence.” He told the 
struggling Bison that they needed to 
start playing to their team motto, “play 
hard, smart, and together.”
     After this strategic timeout, the 
Bison looked rejuvenated and finished 
the first half strong. Beachwood 
outscored the Lions 18-13 in the 
second quarter and found themselves 
up by four going into halftime, and 
incredible feat after being dominated 
in the first minutes in the game. 
     One major factor in Beachwood’s 
improbable first half comeback was 
the incredible amount of fan support 
exhibited by the Bison faithful. 
     According to Senior Captain Max 
Sheridan, “our fans were great, they 

by Suzanne Schiavone, Staff Writer became the first openly gay man ever to 
be elected to a public office.  As seen in 
the film, he made an immense impact on 
gay individuals around the country, both 
through his desire to make a difference for 
the gay community and in the way he was 
able to show those who had always been 
told it was wrong to be gay that it is all right 
to be yourself.  

However, things were not always 
positive for Milk.  He received numerous 
death threats, even starting from when he 
first moved to San Francisco.  His multiple 
political campaigns also put a major stress 
on him and his relationships with others.  
Smith eventually left him, not able to go 
through another political campaign, and 
his second lover, Jack Lira (Diego Luna), 
succumbed to the stress that was being put 
on him.  Even when he was finally elected, 
Milk was faced with numerous problems, 
largely relating to his relationship with Dan 
White (Josh Brolin), another supervisor.  

Historically, one of the most important 
facets of the film was the portrayal of the 
Briggs Initiative, or Proposition six.  The 
proposed law, which was supported by 
Anita Bryant, a fanatical homophobic 
woman who at one point was the 
spokeswoman for the Florida Citrus 

Two big wins for Bison basketball 
were behind the team the entire time 
and made it seem like we were playing at 
home, which certainly helped us on the 
court.”
     The Bison took their momentum into 
the second half and won the final two 
quarters of the game. Due to the Bison’s 
remarkable second half defensive effort 
and a last minute three point rim rattler by 
senior Griffen Weisberg, Beachwood came 
out victorious 51-49. 
     Sheridan said following the victory, “we 
really came together as a team, and it’s 
great to know early in the season that we 
know how to get those “ugly” wins.” The 
Bison point guard recorded 16 points in 
the game as Weisberg led all scorers with 
18. 
     This win was thought by many as 
an upset, and few believed that the 
experienced Bison could stick with the 
very physical Orange squad. According to 
Senior Kevin Moss, “This win set the tone 
for the CVC this year…and we sent the 
message to the conference that this is our 
year.”
     This goal would not come easy as the 
Bison will have to get past the raining CVC 
champion, Hawken Hawks.   
     Beachwood met the rival Hawks at 
home in a matchup  for first place in 
the CVC. Behind a ruckus, whited-out 
Beachwood student section, the Bison 
found themselves trailing 31-17 at the half.
     Despite the slow start, the Bison would 
not be denied in the second half  as they 
appeared to be a different team coming 
out of the locker rom. 
 Aware of what was at stake, the 
Bison dominated the second half, but four 
quarters was not enough to settle this 
battle as the game went into overtime.
     The Bison took the overtime period 7-5, 
on their way to a 59-57 victory;earning 
them sole ownership of first place in the 
Chagrin Valley Conference. 
     The Bison will have to ride their 
experience to success this year as their 
roster features seven seniors, and all five 
starters are a part of the 2009 class.

by Brett Leikin, Staff Writer

     BHS wrestling has more state champions than 
any other sport in school history.  In the south 
gym, it takes six giant plaques to list the state 
champs and qualifiers.  
     However, over the past few years, the number 
of wrestlers has significantly declined.  Last season 
alone, the squad had to forfeit in vacant weight 
classes at numerous dual meets because they 
could not fill their roster.  
     Senior A.J. Rabovsky stated, “Without enough 
wrestlers on our roster, we couldn’t compete in 
dual meets.  We would win the matches with the 
weight classes we did fill, but had to forfeit the 
others.”
     This year, the Bison will be able to compete in 
most of the weight classes due to the addition of 
several new wrestlers.  New to the team this year 
are senior Sam Goldstein, junior Jake Dronzek, 
sophomore Phil Keselman, and freshmen Blake 
Atherton, David Shapiro and Nathan Fine. 
     With the addition of the new wrestlers this 
year, the young squad will rely on key veterans 
Rabovsky, junior Alex Dronzek, sophomore Alec 
Jacober, and junior Danny Rose for leadership.  
     Rabovsky explained, “The reason for the low 
numbers is because there has always been a big 
gap between grades....Also, wrestling is such a 
hard sport to play, and some kids lose interest.”
     Individually, several wrestlers have started off 
strong in the 2008-2009 season.  In the 103 pound 
weight class, Alex Dronzek placed first at both 
the Beachwood Kickoff Classic and the Normandy 
Tournament.  Jacober finished second in the first 
tournament and third in the later, competing in 
the 119 pound weight class.  In the 112 weight 
class, Jake Dronzek garnered first place in his first 
career high school wrestling tournament.  
     Rose said that, “the goal for this season is to get 
everyone out of sectionals, and hopefully districts.  
If not that, then just try to the best of [our] ability, 
and overall improve as a wrestler.”
     With the team’s intense and highly 
individualized practices, they seek to continue 
improving to the best of their potential. 
     Through extreme commitment, the Beachwood 
wrestling program hopes to return to greatness 
and restore the history that was Beachwood 
wrestling.  

Beachwood wrestling 
rises from the mat

by Kevin Moss, Staff Writer

Commission, and John Briggs (Denis O’Hare), 
a man running for California governor, would 
have fired gay teachers, or others in the 
school systems who supported gay rights. 
In order to accurately portray this conflict, 
Van Sant blended in real, archived interviews 
with Bryant and Briggs, footage of rallies 
and demonstrations, and more.  In doing so, 
he gave it a much more personal feel and 
allowed the audience to connect with the 
film in a way they may not have been able to 
otherwise. 

“Milk” is an incredible film; it connects the 
audience with Milk by showing us not only 
his achievements, but his flaws, and depicts 
the terrible struggle that the gay community 
faced in the 1970s.  The movie is particularly 
significant with the recent passage of 
Proposition 8, a law that Milk surely would 
have be horrified to see pass.  And the end, 
though in some ways hopeful, “Milk” is a 
tragic portrayal of what hate can do when it 
manifests itself.  The numerous nominations 
and awards given to “Milk” were entirely 
warranted; the film is an amazing look at our 
country’s history and what people can do 
when they put their minds to it.  As Milk says 
in the movie, “Without hope, life’s not worth 
living.”      

Milk: good for the soul 
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on the verge of having one of their 
most successful seasons in recent 
history. Teammates say that Laura 
is a supportive and encouraging 
teammate. Though she is a new 
member to the program she has 
brought “confidence to the girls that 
needed a boost of encouragement” 
according to teammate junior Ori 
Friedman.
     The team does a “dry-land” 
workout that consists of stretching, 
lifting, running, and building 
muscle then spends two hours in 
the water to focus on speed and 
endurance. During meets and their 
difficult, intense workouts they are 
very supportive of one another.  
Laura said that Beachwood’s 
team has been training hard and 
that everyone is seeing personal 
improvement in their times; “there 
is a promising and rewarding future 
with this strong pace of constant 
improvement.”  
     Throughout her years of 
competition, Laura has spent 
countless hours developing her 
skills. Most of her time is spent 
in the water where she works on 
improving her times and building 
endurance.  Laura attributes her 
strong determination to succeed to 
her accomplishments in both school 
and sports. Laura’s focus this year 
is to stay in the best shape possible 
and to continue training hard so as 
to improve her already outstanding 
times.  
     Wherever she decides to go, 
Laura plans on swimming at the 
college level. She has a supportive 
family, many friends and a strong 
team bond that constantly drives 
her to improve and work hard. 
Laura is proud to be a part of the 
Beachwood swim team.  She and 
her teammates hope to make the 
state tournament in late February 
and have many more successful 
seasons together.  

Athlete Profile: Laura Tramer
by Hillary Sadler, Staff Writer
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     Sophomore Laura Tramer made 
a big splash into Beachwood’s 
swimming program this year.  At 
the time of publication, Laura 
has already broken four school 
records: the 200 medley relay 
twice, the 400 free relay, the 
individual 100 freestyle three 
times and the 500 free. Her best 
events are the 100 breaststroke 
and the 200 individual medley, 
which took her far in previous 
seasons. Starting at the age of 
seven and now at Beachwood with 
eight years experience, Laura has 
high hopes and many goals for the 
team and for herself.  
     Laura’s swimming career began 
thanks to her cousin, who insisted 
that Laura join the sport to keep 
her company. Although her cousin 
soon dropped swimming, Laura 
had found her niche. She ‘dove’ 
right in, achieving success early, 
and it has never stopped coming. 
Laura recently qualified to be a 
participant on Team USA for the 
international Maccabian Games in 
Israel this summer.
     In addition to swimming, Laura 
enjoys spending time with her 
friends, and supporting her three 
brothers, who are all athletes 
in various sports. With a busy 
schedule, she has managed to 
compete at both swimming and 
lacrosse for the past two years. 
Laura is a caring person who likes 
to spend time helping others, 
especially kids. Last summer 
she gave swimming lessons to 
young children and was a camp 
counselor at the Fairmount pre-
school camp. 
     This year Laura and her relay 
teammates--senior Shani Fox, 
freshman Elizabeth Morris, 
junior Emi Hitomi and sophmore 
Amelia Wester--have broken 
Beachwood’s pre-existing 200 and 
400 medley relay records and are 

The front row is filled with screaming girls.  Bison 
cheerleaders wave their pom poms. It is another boys 
basketball game and the stands are almost full of parents, 
boys, and people from the opposing team, but most of all, girls. 

Sadly, this is clearly not the case for girls basketball.  At 
BHS, boys do not show as much spirit or respect for the girls 
basketball team. The number of people that go to the girls 
basketball game on average is thirty people, and barely any at 
away games.  The boys games, on the other hand, are filled to 
capacity.   

I wonder why.  
Between classes, and in the hallways I can hear the boys 

make fun of the girls who wear basketball attire, from jerseys to 
sweat pants. Under their  breath they are saying “You suck,” or 
“You will never 
win,” or even 
worse, they 
say it in front 
of their faces 
and laugh 
aloud. 

Not 
only is it 
immature, it’s 
disrespectful. 
Is this being 
sexist or 
just rude?  
With these 
comments, do 
you expect the 
girls basketball 
team to win?  

If I heard 
these comments 
before and after 
a game, I would 
be discouraged. 
If I heard these 
comments 
on a daily basis, my 
confidence would shoot straight to the ground.  My lowered 
confidence level would be internalized and would then affect 
my performance in basketball.  This would not only make me a 
horrible player, but it would make my team suffer.  

In basketball or any sport, all players who work hard to 
represent our school should be treated with fairness and 
respect. 

Sports Editorial: 
Show some respect

by Jade Ferguson, Staff Writer

Sophomore Laura Tramer: holds school records in four events photo by Marc Eisenberg

Senior Ifeoma Okpala takes a shot

Photo by M
arc Eisenberg


