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experts to predict admission to 10 
schools for $89.  So basically it started 
out as a consulting firm for college 
admissions—and, with the addition 
of the forum several years later, it 
still rings true to its original mission: 
to inform students and parents about 
the college process.
     According to the New York Times, 
College Confidential offers “a wealth 
of information” from A to Z about 
college.  There are many discussion 
boards about topics ranging from 
Ivy League Schools to architecture 
majors to financial aid packages.  
Eager students post questions, other 
students answer—it all works out.   
   The most popular discussions on 
College Confidential are like the 
above theoretical post: people post 
their statistics, extra-curricular 
activities, essay ideas, and ask 
“Will I get into: Harvard?”, “Will I 

Awards: National Science Fair 
semifinalist, Multiple Debate awards
Great recs and essays

   Such intense postings are not 
unfamiliar for those who frequent the 
online forum College Confidential.  
Visited by thousands of people 
per year, this forum has become a 
cornerstone of the college admissions 
process by providing nervous high 
school students with opportunities to 
learn about college admissions and 
Ivy League Schools, to post statistics 
like the above theoretical person and 
to ask other forum junkies the fateful 
question: will I get in?
     Before the harum-scarum creation 
of the forum, College Confidential 
was in fact a college admissions 
company—and it still is.  According 
to collegeconfidential.com, curious 
parents and students can hire admissions 

 If you often browse the 
website collegeconfidential.com, the 
below post is not an unfamiliar site: 

Native American
First generation college student
Elite prep school, 6/495
ACT: 35
CR: 740  Math: 770  Writing: 760  
Total: 2270
Chem: 770   Bio: 720,  Math: 800 
Spanish: 760
AP’s: 12 APs
Weighted GPA: 3.91 Unweighted: 
3.8
EC’s: School Cricket Captain, Tutor 
@ elementary school, National 
Honor Society, National Latin 
Examination Cum Laude, President 
of class, 300+hours Medical Center  
Volunteer

get into Georgetown?”, “Will I get 
into Princeton?” and the like.  High 
school students and college students 
respond to these questions with 
everything from “You’re in dude!” 
to “Eh…reach school” to “Maybe”.
     The nominal “Chance me” threads 
have accumulated almost 400,000 
posts and 43,000 topics.  By looking 
at the stats and the extra-curricular 
activities of fellow high school 
students, College Confidential 
prowlers can scope out competition 
for elite universities like the Ivies.   
    Yet above all else, College 
Confidential breeds competition.  
By looking at the amazing statistics 
of a Princeton 2013-er, students are 
driven to take the SATs again, to 
go out for another extra-curricular 
activity, to rewrite that college essay.  
And so students get trapped in the 
vicious cycle.

     The BHS that Joel Freimark 
graduated from in 1998 was one 
of racial homogeny. He explained 
that his class of about 107 students 
consisted of roughly fifteen African 
American students, with the rest being 
predominately white and Jewish. 
     Since Beachwood City Schools 
was founded, it has gained notoriety 
for being the local “Jew school.”
     Jake Green, a junior at Brush High      
School in Lyndhurst, is familiar with 
the term as he hears it whenever BHS 
is brought up in conversation.  While 
he doesn’t associate the name with 
anti-Semitism, he finds that a lot of 
students he goes to school with have 
a fascination with the historically 
homogeneous ethnic makeup of the 
Beachwood City Schools.
     Green “definitely feels like a 
minority” at Brush High School; 
out of the junior class of about 400 
students, he is one of fifteen Jews.
     “Other high schools in the area 
do not have the same specific ethnic 
reputations,” said Green, “Beachwood 
is the only school that students from 
other suburbs repeatedly refer to as a 
‘Jew School.’ It’s basically the only 
thing that Beachwood is known for 
among high school students.”
     Ananya Marathe, a junior at BHS 
of Indian background, experienced 
a similar first impression of the 
Beachwood school system when she 
moved here from Utah in 2004.  “I 
felt awkward and out of the loop,” 
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Drugs Not Hugs? Abuse in Area High Schools

order.” Posta also believes that these 
decisions arise from poor decisions 
made by students themselves:
     Posta said, “Teens naturally seek 
to test their boundaries and limits and 
if they can get away with it and they 
may continue to test their limits by 
doing riskier behaviors.”
      Posta also commented that 
Beachwood isn’t any worse than 
the other SAY schools previously 
mentioned above.  Citing results from 
theYRBS survey, education needed 
for each school. 
     Posta supports the YRBS 
wholeheartedly. “If we know the 
issues young people are facing and 
dealing with, then we can offer 
matching services.Posta also thinks 
it is very important in terms of 
education, stating that the school can 
“educate teachers, schools, teens, the 
community and parents better on the 
current needs and trends that face our 
teens today.”
     Administrators at BHS understand 
the implications of this survey: 
drug and alcohol abuse are issues 
to be tackled.  As a part of the drug 
prevention program BHS supports, 
Assistant Principal Chase explained 
that punishment varies with the 
situation. 
     “If a student is caught using, it 

starts with a suspension. If you are 
caught selling you will be arrested 
and recommended for expulsion. 
If you are caught using on school 
property more than once, you can 
also be arrested and expelled. There 
is no exact formula.” 
     As for the most commonly abused 
drug, based on his experiences, 
Chase believes that it is marijuana. 
“Occasionally alcohol as well,” 
Chase explained that these are “the 
two most common in any school.”  
     “I think underage drinking and 
partying is significant because that’s 
what starts bad behaviors,” continued 
Chase. As for the prevention of these 
behaviors, Chase believes that it is 
a team effort with parents, students 
and the school. 
     There are many perspectives 
as to why teenagers choose to use 
drugs and alcohol. According to 
an interview from the spring issue 
of “Your Teen Magazine,” officer 
George Willis, a supervisor for an 
educational program about teenage 
drug and alcohol prevention, states 
that teens mainly choose drugs 
because of stress—“stress from 
school, peers and lack of sleep.”      
     Willis also believes that the lack 
of energy that many students have 
today directly correlates to the issue 
of drug usage. Willis believes that 
students take drugs in order to help 
them sleep from the caffeine or 
energy boosters they use throughout 
the day.  
     Willis offers insight as to why 
many teens view smoking marijuana 
as “no big deal.”  “If society does not 
see marijuana as an issue, then it’s 
not an issue and teens will perceive 
it as permissible.”  
    Willis also contends that this is 
the same case with underage alcohol 
consumption. Since teens see it in 
their homes, their parents drinking 
it, in TV programs etc, it presents 
drinking as an everyday aspect of 
life, making it seem like the use of 
these items is allowable. But Willis 
says that parents can help. “Studies 
show that when parents talk about 
serious issues, there is a 32% decline 
in the child becoming involved in 
that issue.” 

reports that marijuana has declined 
about 4% since 2002, and lifetime 
usage has declined about 6%. 
     Social Advocates For Youth, 
or SAY, is a high school based 
prevention program through Belle-
faire JCB, which is a nonprofit agency 
“committed to serving the needs of 
children, youth and their families 
through an array of child welfare, 
behavioral health and allied health 
services.”  
     SAY is a program that many schools 
across northeast Ohio participate 
in—including those that took the 
YRBS survey: Cleveland-University 
Heights, Shaker Heights, Beachwood, 
Orange, Chagrin Falls, South Euclid-
Lyndhurst, Mayfield and Solon. 
     Ronna Posta provides the SAY 
services for BHS. She talks with 
students who have trouble dealing 
with life issues such as school, family 
and friends.  Though she sees many 
teenagers for other problems such 
as depression or anxiety, about 50% 
of teens referred to her at BHS are 
students that have a problem or a 
potential problem with drugs. 
      “One reason is peer pressure 
for some but not all. The media is 
also very influential—what they see 
and hear on TV, movies, ads and 
magazines, but not necessarily this 

    According to the U.S. Department 
of Justice Bureau of Statistics, 
nationally 32.4% of 12th grade high 
school students surveyed admitted to 
using marijuana in the last 12 months, 
and 19.4% admitted to using it in the 
last 30 days. But when asked about 
alcohol, 65.5% abused it in the last 12 
months, and 43.1% abused it in the 
last 30 days before the survey.  These 
statistics reflect a national problem 
that manifests itself locally—
particularly in area high schools.  
     Every few years, Beachwood 
City Schools as well as Cleveland-
University Heights, Shaker Heights, 
Beachwood, Orange, Chagrin Falls, 
South Euclid-Lyndhurst, Mayfield 
and Solon participate in the Youth 
Risk Behavior Survey or the YRBS. 
Administered by Case Western 
Reserve University, the survey asked 
questions ranging from whether you 
wore a helmet in the last 12 months 
to how many times you smoked 
marijuana in the last 30 days. 
 One question examined the 
“prevalence of current alcohol use by 
grade.” Results showed that 19.9% 
of freshman use alcohol, 32.4% of 
sophomores, 38.0% of juniors and 
46.7% of seniors. 
     According to the survey results,   
“Tenth, eleventh and twelfth grade 
student were significantly more likely 
to have reported current alcohol use 
than 9th grade students.” Alcohol use 
was also examined in terms of usage 
on school property and in terms of 
usage by race. 
     “Among students, 2.8% drank 
alcohol on school property one or 
more times in the 30 days before the 
survey.” As for race, 17.5% of whites 
compared to 11.6% of blacks binge 
drink, 1.6% of whites to the 5.4% of 
blacks drink on school property, and 
9.2% of whites to the significantly 
higher amount of 21.2% of blacks 
tried alcohol before the age of 13. 
     The survey also compared 
marijuana usage by race. While more 
black students had a higher lifetime 
usage of marijuana (39.9% to 32.8%) 
and more have tried it before age 
13, .7% more whites participate in 
current marijuana use. Although these 
statistics may appear high, the survey 

by Asha Clark

when a lot of my friends started 
to have Bar and Bat Mitzvahs; I     
definitely felt left out.”
     Now that she has grown older 
and is finishing her last years in high 
school, she says that although she 
“definitely feels like a minority,” 
she’s happy that she can share her 
own culture while learning about 
the culture of others, especially that 
of her Jewish peers.
     “People here can sometimes 
be insensitive to the feelings of 
minorities, and sometimes make 
stereotypical jokes about minorities, 
but otherwise I no longer feel 
intimidated as a minority in the 
large presence of a different ethnic 
group,” said Ananya.
     But the stereotypical view of 
Beachwood may not be as accurate 
as it once was. In the past decade, 
the Beachwood City Schools has 
begun to diversify. With a rapid 
increase in the enrollment of many 
students of different ethnicities and 

cultures, Friemark’s memory of a 
purely homogenous high school is 
now a thing of the past.
     Freimark stressed that the new 
millennium brought in many new 
students from a variety of ethnic 
backgrounds. 
     According to the Ohio Report 
Cards, the Asian population has 
doubled in the last seven years: this 
group now constitutes nearly 10% 
of the school district population.  
The Hispanic population, too, has 
doubled in the last seven years; 
coming up from .8 % in 2002, it is 
now at 1.6%.  The African American 
population has encountered perhaps 
the most visibly dramatic increase, 
and this group now constitutes 
almost 20% of Beachwood City 
Schools. The white population  
has decreased by 14% in the last 
fourteen years: whites now form 
66% of the school district.      
     Senior Vasile Negrescu, currently 
BHS’s only Romanian, loves the 
ethnic “melting pot” that is the 
Beachwood City School system.  

Staff Writer

Diversity from Pg. 1 “They assumed Beachwood was all 
Jewish, that there weren’t even any 
African American students.”
     According to Debeljak, some of 
the girls at Beaumont thought of a 
school full of Jews to be a “weird or 
different phenomenon, while others 
didn’t seem to care that much, but 
the reputation of Beachwood as a 
Jewish school was clear.”
     Through the years, it seems that 
Beachwood has earned itself the 
reputation of a heavily Jewish school 
system with little or no diversity.  
But, as the last decade has shown, 
the ethnic makeup of our school 
system is steadily changing. 
   Students from all different 
backgrounds and cultures are 
walking through the atrium doors, 
ready to begin their careers at BHS.  
A new census will be conducted 
in 2010, revealing how much the 
demographics have changed in the 
last ten years.

“There is so much culture here,” 
said Negrescu, “it allows me to 
expand my horizons and to really 
appreciate the different backgrounds 
of the people that walk through the 
hallways here.”
     BHS librarian Paige Dudley 
agrees.  “I’ve learned so much 
here…Not only from Jews, but from     
everybody.”
     Beachwood is increasingly 
diverse in terms of religion as 
well as ethnicity—although the 
predominant religion still remains 
Judaism.  In the United States, the 
current majority of the population 
consists of white Protestants. In 
Beachwood, Protestants are the 
minority, including junior Allie 
Debeljak. 
     Debeljak spent her sophomore 
year at Beaumont School. When 
she first told her friends there 
that she had attended BHS, “they 
assumed that [she] was Jewish.”  
They were “extremely surprised” 
when they found out that Debeljak 
was not, in fact, of Jewish descent.  

Drug abuse in area high schools raises the question: how can we stop it?
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BHS Students Play the National Merit Game...and Win

     Guidance counselor Marcia Alperin 
explained that “when you’re in a 
state, such as Ohio, which does lots 
of preparation, students do better” 
and thus these states have higher 
cutoff scores.  
     The PSAT also offers opportunities 
specifically for students of racial 
minorities.  The National Achievement 
Student program exists for African 
American students.  In order to 
become a National Achievement 
Scholar, an African American student 
must meet the PSAT score cutoff set 
forth by each state, provide proof of 
academic success in high school, and 
receive SAT scores which confirm 
the high scores earned on the PSAT.  
Senior Austin Haynesworth was a 
National Achievement Scholar in 
2009. 
  In order to participate in the 
National Hispanic Recognition Pro-

gram, a student must meet three 
requirements.  The first requirement 
is that the student must be at least 
one quarter Hispanic or Latino.  
Second, the students must meet the 
PSAT score cutoff set forth by each 
state.  Finally, the student must have 
at least a 3.0 GPA.
   This year, Beachwood procured 
the highest percentage of National 
Merit Semi-Finalists in Northeastern 
Ohio.  Constituting 5.5% of the 
Class of 2010, Andrew Darvin, 
Andrew Davis, Josh Jacobs, Jennie 
Anne Simson, Natali Vannoy, Alex 
Wertheim, Lauren Wyman, and 
Weilin Zou were amongst the top .5 
of the top 1% of test takers in Ohio.  
This incredible percentage begs 
the question: what is the secret to 
fantastic scores?
    Tutoring, for one, is a viable option.  
National Merit Semi-finalist Lauren 
Wyman explained, “Tutoring was 
definitely helpful.  It provided me 
a structured way to attack my first 
official standardized test.  I would 
recommend it to anybody who not 
only wants to do well but to anybody 
who wants to feel more confident 
about taking the test…it’s more of a 
confidence boost than anything.”  
 While many students prepare 
feverishly for the PSATs, others such 
as Commended Student Sevy Harris 
do not prepare at all.  Sevy did not 
have any tutoring or preparation of 
any kind going into the test.  While 
Sevy believes that preparation 
could be beneficial, she believes 
that tutoring is not necessarily 
worthwhile: after all, she got where 
she did independently. 

1% of students and the Commended 
Scholars are the remaining .5% of 
students.  To become a National 
Merit Finalists, the National Merit 
Semi-finalists must complete an 
application that serves as a testimony 
to the students’ academic success and 
personal character.  
     Final decisions are sent out in the  
winter of the students’ senior year.  
Each individual state has the 
jurisdiction to determine a cutoff 
score for National Merit Scholars. 
Ohio’s cutoff for National Merit 
semi-finalists is usually around 212-
215 while the cutoff for commended 
scholars is around 200.  In a state 
which does not prepare much and 
has few students taking the PSAT, the 
cutoff scores for semi-finalists and 
finalists tend to be lower.  Since Ohio 
prepares adequately, Ohio’s cutoff 
score is one of the highest. 

    Buzz.
   Last October, the sound of 
sharpening pencils resonated off the 
halls and resonated throughout the 
school.  This buzzing marked not the 
beginning of a normal school day but 
rather the annual bout of standardized 
testing known as the PSAT.
     Although this test may literally be 
thought of as the Pre-SAT, the PSAT 
is more than just extra preparation 
for the regular SAT. Those who score 
among the top 1% of students in each 
state are put into the National Merit 
Qualifying Contest where students 
compete to become National Merit 
Semi-finalists and National Merit 
Finalists.  
     The National Merit program was 
established in 1955 to recognize 
superior students in national high 
schools.  National Merit Finalists are 
given a scholarship from National 
Merit Corp itself but beyond that 
many companies and universities 
offer scholarships to those recognized 
by National Merit.  
     The process of becoming a National 
Merit Finalist is rather complex.  First, 
a student must score in the top 1% of 
students taking the PSAT in his or her 
particular state.  Once in the pool of 
the top 1%, the student is said to be 
a National Merit Qualifier, and this 
recognition is given out in the spring 
after the PSAT was taken.  
     The following fall, the National 
Merit Qualifiers are separated out 
into National Merit Commended 
Scholars and National Merit Semi-
finalists: National Merit Semi-
finalists are within the top half of the 

by Amelia Wester

Cheating or “Making Do”?: Cheating Scandal Erupts at BHS

Staff Writer

by Michael Bohm

Staff Writer to detect copying. Davis says he 
has been able to catch quite a few 
cheaters with the program. 
    As for Robinson, she has 
discovered several incidents from 
simply overseeing her room and her 
ability to recognize handwriting. 
The incident in Robinson’s class was 
discovered when a teacher overheard 
students discussing it, and word of 
mouth tends to spread fairly quickly. 
When she discovered the missing 
test, it connected the pieces and the 
culprit was eventually discovered.
  However, cheating does not 
only impact the student, but it can 

affect the reputation of the school. 
Beachwood is a school with high 
expectations and is highly-regarded 
throughout the state. “It’s a problem 
anywhere and I do think it’s probably 
worse in academically competitive 
schools,” said Davis. “Beachwood 
has an ambitious population where 
a lot of our students want to do well, 
and there’s a lot of pressure at home. 
Unfortunately, some people think 
the answer to that is shortcuts.” 
    “The culture of cheating has much 
greater consequences than students 
realize. I’m not the first to point out 
that none of us would want a doctor 
to operate on us who cheated his 
way through medical school. We 

don’t want to study…they think 
cheating is an easy way out.”
      Yet some BHS students seem to 
feel that cheating is justified by the 
amount of homework that is given. 
       One anonymous student explained, 
“Copying homework is not a big 
deal because in life you are going to 
be able to work with other people.  
Why should you do everything by 
yourself, especially things that have 
no relevance to your life?” one BHS 
student asked.  “Plus, a lot of the 
stuff we have to do is ridiculous.”
       Another anonymous student 
justified cheating as a form of 

collaboration: “It’s all reciprocity.   
Cheating is like a mutualistic 
relationship—it all evens out in the 
end; we just make due with what we 
have.”      
     English teacher Josh Davis has 
caught a number of people cheating 
this year. He believes that the most 
effective manner of preventing 
cheating, “is to have meaningful 
conversations with students about 
the importance of academic honesty 
and about the importance of having 
pride in their own work.”
     Plagiarism is a common method 
of cheating that has been greatly 
reduced with the use of “Turnitin,” 
a program that analyzes papers 

    In early December, an exam was 
stolen off of the desk of English 
teacher Nicole Robinson, which was 
then allegedly scanned and sent to 
numerous people via email.  
    Soon after the emails were sent, 
the culprits were discovered and 
punished accordingly.
  This isolated incident is indicative 
of the greater cheating problem that 
abounds not only in BHS but also 
in high schools around the nation.  
Assistant Principal Paul Chase 
laments that cheating continues to 
be a problem year after year.  “It 
seems like every year, students have 
to be caught cheating and receive 
consequences before they stop,” he 
said.    
    By cheating, students “damage 
their own education,” said Robinson 
in response to this situation. It’s a 
bit cliché, saying that “you cheat 
yourself,” but Robinson feels that it’s 
the truth. 
    “When you’re being asked to 
study [a unit of] material, it’s not just 
about the material itself,” she said. 
“It’s about other skills, like learning 
how to be prepared, learning how to 
manage your time, learning how to 
deal with complex concepts and ideas 
in a variety of different areas…it’s 
about all the life skills that students 
need.” 
      So, why would students do it?  
Chase said, “It’s just teenagers 
making silly decisions, like anything 
else. There’s not a psychological 
reason for why they still do it,”  
     Junior Sarah Newman explained 
that students cheat “because they 

wouldn’t want an engineer to design 
our bridges who cheated his way to 
his degree. The culture of corruption 
in Cuyahoga County government 
shows what happens when we 
let those around us get away with 
dishonesty,” Davis continued.
     Furthermore, committing cheating 
of this magnitude can have a lasting 
effect on the student, which could 
be the harshest punishment for the 
long-term. “One other thing that kids 
don’t think about is, if you’re caught 
cheating, it might be very hard to 
come up with recommendations for 
college in the future,” said Chase. 
  Cheating can affect students’ 
likelihood of receiving a letter of 
recommendation and, in turn, can 
lead to some trouble with college 
applications. A recommendation is 
a “judgment of character,” as Chase 
described it, and teachers have the 
right to deny writing them when 
cheating has taken place in their 
class.
     Junior Elliott Angart echoes the 
sentiments of Chase, Robinson and 
Davis.  “I’m all for people helping 
each other with homework because 
you are supposed to learn from your 
fellow students but I think that the 
line is crossed when people receive 
answers without discussing the 
information.” 
      Chase hopes that students  realize 
the consequences of cheating far 
outweigh those of not taking a 
shortcut, “It’s better to sit there 
and get a 60% than to be caught 
cheating, because the consequences 
are so much worse than the 60% 
you would have the received.”

“It’s all about reciprocity.  Cheating is like a 
mutualistic relationship-it all evens out in the end. 

We just make do with what we have.”
-Anonymous student

National Merit Semi-Finalists and National Achievement Scholar

Photo courtesy of The Oculus
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hitting and knocking over your 
great grandmother’s urn on the 
mantelpiece.  Indoor snowball fights 
are just like outdoor snowball fights, 
but without the biting cold air and 
icy pavement.  The carpet is even 
great for building slush forts!
     Snow Pillows  Why waste 
money on pillows when you can 
stuff a pillowcase full of snow?  It’s 
comfortable, and firm, like a pillow 
should be.  I recommend making 
snow pillows for your parents as 
surprise gifts.  Simply take out their 
pillows, and shovel snow into the 
pillowcases.  The great thing about 

snow pillows is that you can use 
yellow snow, because eating is not 
involved here.  Hooray!
     Snow Bobbing for Apples 
America’s favorite party game just 
got a lot better.  Instead of bobbing 
for apples in a bucket of water, party 
goers now must bob for apples in a 
bucket full of snow and street slush, 
which provides a tasty and chilly 
kick to the game.
     Snow Piñatas What’s the best 
part about birthdays?  Piñatas!  
What’s a better way to celebrate 
another year gone by than by taking 
a baseball bat and hitting a stuffed 
animal hanging from a tree?  Only 
this time, the animal isn’t filled 
with delicious candy…it’s filled 
with delicious snow!  Give your 
friends the surprise they’ve always 
dreamed of when they pry this baby 
open!  And don’t forget to add some 
crushed icicles to the mix for that 
extra kick!
      Fake Muscles Got your tickets…
to the gun show?  The fake gun 
show that is.  That giant pex is as 
easy as ever to achieve this winter, 
just pack and stuff a lot of snow 
under your shirt.  Just make sure 
you don’t spend too much time near 
a radiator…then people will be able 
to see right through you.  Literally.

or two in there as a housewarming 
gift
     Build a Graveyard for Your 
Sister’s Barbies  Aren’t little sisters 
annoying?  All they do is listen to 
Hannah Montana and play with dolls.  
Winter is the perfect time to take out 
your anger on little Susie or Hannah 
and steal all her Barbie dolls and bury 
them in the backyard.  Don’t forget 
to use your sister’s Hannah Montana 
and High School Musical soundtrack 
CDs as grave markers.
     Indoor Snowball Fights  Nothing 
says fun like throwing a snowball 
at your brother but accidentally 

Staff Writer
by Ben Ducoff
These Are A Few of My Favorite Things...To Do With Snow

Censorship Battle Raises Questions About Student Publications
Staff Writer

by Monica Arkin
the right to speak freely and openly 
without consequences. Anything and 
everything should be published.” In 
response to the creation of this panel 
last spring, award-winning Statesman 
adviser Barbara Thill resigned from 
her position as newspaper adviser.
     After the recent articles on 
substance abuse were heavily edited, 
things got even worse. The editors of 
The Statesman decided to write an 

article on being censored – why the 
last issue was four pages short, what 
the administration had done, and how 
The Statesman really does not have 
free speech. However, Stevenson 
administration even prohibited this. 
     Adam Goldstein, an attorney 
advocate at the Student Press Law 
Center, claims that this attempt to keep 
the prior restraint secret is evidence 
that the administration knows they are 
interfering with the students’ rights. 
“To censor a story about censoring a 

In addition to the commotion that 
the article itself caused, the picture 
accompanying the story was a 
picture of two of Stamler’s close 
friends kissing. The picture had been 
blurred out, but everyone still knew 
the identity of the students.  “My 
friends didn’t even know the picture 
was taken,” Stamler said, “they were 
surprised when their picture was in 
the paper.”

     This fact that some readers had 
been uncomfortable with what The 
Statesman had published pushed 
the administration to create a prior 
review panel, which upset students 
even more than the article.
     Junior Seth Kopka said, “Many kids 
were just upset that the school thinks 
it’s all right to censor what we say.” 
He continued, “I think the school 
board believes the general idea of 
freedom of speech is a privilege and 
that is wrong. All people should have 

     On Friday, Nov. 20th, as 
students walked through the main 
doors of Stevenson High School in 
Lincolnshire, Illinois, they expected 
to pick up their weekly issue of 
the school paper The Statesman. 
Instead, they were greeted by a 
silent and empty-handed newspaper 
staff who were protesting the recent 
censorship of their school paper by 
high school administrators.
     Five days later, students finally 
received their newspapers; however, 
they had been edited by the 
administration and four pages were 
missing. Stories about drinking, 
smoking, and teen pregnancies 
were either removed completely or 
heavily edited. This is all thanks to 
the school’s strict policy of prior 
review, which allows administration 
to review the newspaper before it 
is published and censor whatever it 
pleases.
     But how did this policy come 
about? This past January, another 
controversial article was published 
on the topic of “hooking up.” 
Stevenson Junior Ally Stamler said 
that it is good for the Statesman 
to be “honest and real,” but “even 
though the people in the article were 
referred to as ‘anonymous,’ it was 
obvious who they were.” 
     This was embarrassing for all 
students “anonymously” mentioned. 

     The wind-chill is below zero, 
icicles are about 10 centimeters away 
from stabbing us, and our skin is so 
dry and cracked that we start to bleed.  
That must mean one thing: winter is 
upon us.  So, what to do with all this 
excess white stuff that blankets our 
city for five months out of the year?  
Here are some ideas for fun things to 
do with snow
     Eat it. This is probably the most 
simple yet equally most logical 
activity to with snow.  Snow is like 
water, only better—it’s a soft solid.  
For those of you who pay attention in 
science class, you know that water is 
good for you.  And how often does 
edible stuff fall out of the sky?  Eat the 
snow because it’s fun but be warned: 
stay away from the yellow.  
     Build a Home for Squirrels 
Everyone loves squirrels.  Ask my 
neighbor—I think she is dating one 
(no, seriously).  Squirrels are animals 
too, and it’s very hard for them to 
store their acorns during winter.  
Squirrels also need protection from 
Lumberjacks who like to make hot 
squirrel pies.  One plus one equals…
squirrel houses!  Squirrel houses 
are easy to build.  All you need is a 
foundation, some sticks for a roof, and 
icicles for walls.  Maybe put an acorn 

Snow footprints dot the walk outside of BHS.

Photo by Jeffrey Zuckerman

story means they don’t even believe 
they’re doing the right thing. Why 
would they need to cover that up? 
If they believe they’re right, they 
would never need to cover it up,” 
said Goldstein. 
     The Beachcomber is reviewed 
by Principal Robert Hardis. He 
said that he has never had to censor 
an article. He feels that an article 
should not be censored merely 
based on a controversial topic, but 
might need to be edited slightly if 
facts are inaccurate. So far he has 
never had to remove content from 
a story or eliminate an article from 
The Beachcomber. 
     Hardis explained, “Media is our 
fourth estate. The newspaper is the 
voice of the students, whether it is 
pro-school or anti-school.” Teaching 
real uncensored journalism “allows 
students to learn ethics.” 
     In Lincolnshire, an attempt 
to regain the free speech rights 
recently lost, students involved with 
The Statesman called the Student 
Press Law Center for help. SPLC’s 
goal is “to make sure students 
have some form of free expression 
rights,” Goldstein said. Although 
the SPLC is based out of Virginia, 
it has a referral network where 
students can be matched up with a 
local attorney, who donates time to 
defend the students. The Statesman 
staff is currently working with a 
local attorney on their case. 

“To censor a story about censoring a story means they 
don’t even believe they’re doing the right thing.  If they 
believed they’re right, they would never need to cover 

it up.”
-Adam Goldstein 

Student Press Law Center



Little Green Men No More: Science of Aliens
the evolutionary path that humans took 
to evolve was a random sequence of 
events that, in all probability, could not 
be repeated elsewhere.
 Once upon a time, there existed 
a primordial ancestor.  This primordial 
ancestor was having a tough time 
surviving merely off of the greens that 
grew in trees—so, in a spurt of random 
chance, this tree-hopping ancestor went 
out into the field, cracked a bone open, 
and ate the fatty marrow inside.
 So here we go: arboreal ancestors 
come to the ground to eat fatty tissue, 
ancestors begin to stand up to maximize 
hunting potential, ancestors develop 
larger brains and larger birth canals to 
bear bigger-brained babies. And the end 
of this process, homo sapiens exist.  
 Although this may be a 
theoretical tale, it does have a happily 
ever after ending: with the extra energy 

and nutrition supplied by the fatty and 
vitamin-rich marrow, the ancestor was 
able to develop a larger, more complex 
brain.  And after millennia and millennia, 
this primordial ancestor led to the 
development of humans.
 So with this concept in mind—
the fact that the evolutionary path was 
a branching off of certain events that 
culminated with humans makes scientists 
question the validity of the alien idea.
 In Cosmos, Carl Sagan 
explained: on exo-planets around a 
foreign star, the different beings would 
have different resources to exploit than 
the human ancestor had on earth—thus 
the extra-terrestrial will develop to take 
advantage of these different resources in 
a much different way than man’s arboreal 
ancestors, ultimately resulting in not-a-
big eyed green monster that bears an odd 
resemblance to a human.

      Aliens.
 When this terms pops up in 
normal conversation, people immediately 
picture a big eyed green monster with 
two digits on each hand forming the 
inevitable “peace sign.”  This image has 
invaded (get it?…aliens invading) our 
culture and has become so integrated 
with our conception of aliens that we 
totally disregard the operating science 
behind the evolution of life.
 If extra-terrestials were to exist, 
they most definitely would not look like 
those green monsters.  Looking closely 
at the image, the stereotypical alien 
oddly resembles a human: bipedal, two 
feet with toes, two arms with several 
digits, two large eyes in the skull, erect 
stature, the similarities are endless.  Yet 

Q: You were not always in Beachwood 
City Schools, right?  From where do
you hail, and how do the different 
places compare to Beachwood? 

A: Before Beachwood, I went to a 
Catholic school called St. Dominics. 
It’s really different from Beachwood. 
In a Catholic school setting, it’s a lot
more conservative and a lot more strict. 
We wore uniforms, cell phones
weren’t allowed in school, we said 
three prayers a day in school, etc.
Beachwood allows for a lot more 
freedom and individuality

Q: What is a “day in the life of 
Nikkaia?” When the bell rings 
marking the end of the school day, 
you exit the classroom and… what?  

A: It depends on the time of the year 
but as of now I cheer after school,
then to work, then home, homework, 
and picking out an outfit for the next
day.

Q: I think that it’s safe to say that 
you are interested in fashion.  How
did you get into this passion, what 
have you done recently to satiate 
you fashion inclinations, and, finally, 
everybody has been dying to know: 
how long did it take you to walk in 
heels?

A: I think it started from when I was 
little. I always loved to dress up
and eventually I developed a style all 
my own. My job has really shaped my
style for what it is now. I’ve learned 
a lot and now I barely wear anything 
outside of what we sell at Next. My 
trip to Italy has spiked my most recent 
inclination towards fashion. I’m loving 
the European style. A lot of it’s really 
effortless and individualistic. It makes 
me feel comfortable trying new styles. 
But heels? I still haven’t perfected 
walking in them yet. I’m really clumsy 
so every so often I fall on my face but 
I think it’s taken a good ten years to 
learn to walk decently in them.

Q: If you could photoshop your 
picture into any famous work of art, 
what would it be?

A: I would photoshop my picture next 
to Mark Wahlberg in his 1992 Calvin
Klein ad, if that counts...

Q: What would be your “happily 
ever after ending?”

A: My happily ever after ending would 
be living in New York or Italy,
having three kids, and going home to 
Virginia Beach a couple times a year.

Staff Writer
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Taking Body Art To A Whole New Level...

Staff Writer
by Lauren Wyman

     One fish, two fish, red fish…tattooed fish.
     Tattoos have been around for almost as long as the human 
skin on which they reside.  Mummies discovered from 
4000-5000 B.C. have remnants of various tattoos: lines, 
dots, animals.  No, these paleo-humans did not just go to 
the neighborhood tattoo parlor—the accommodations were 
slightly more rudimentary.  Anthropologists theorize that 
these humans basically poked holes in their skin with dyes 
on the end of the sharpened sticks.  This would have the 
same basic effect as the needles that modern tattoo artists 
use—although it was probably more painful.     
     As of late, a (great deal) of teens at BHS have followed 
the traditions set by the ancient human cultures and have too 
marked themselves for posterity with not only dots, lines, 
and animals but stars, mother’s names, and butterflies as 
well.  
     Senior Taylor Ratliff recently had three stars imprinted 
on the underside of her wrist.  Taylor explained her choice, 
“I kind of wanted to be different—not everybody gets stars, 
not everybody gets tattoos.  I got [a tattoo] to reflect my 
individuality.”  
     When students envision getting a tattoo, a picture of a 
menacing looking bald man with tattoos all over his body 
holding a giant needle immediately comes to mind.  But 
Taylor said that it really was not that scary or painful.  “In 
the middle of my wrist, it hurt a bit.  But it just felt like 
getting a shot.”  
     Virdel Robinson tattooed the name of his mother across 
his chest.  When asked why he didn’t just buy her flowers, 
Virdel defended his choice: “I love my mom so much that 
I want to imprint her name on my chest.”  Although this 
may have been said half-facetiously, Virdel declared that he 
wanted to choose something meaningful to mark himself 
with—and his gratitude to his mother for taking care of 
him his entire life was the most meaningful concept that he 
could think of.  
     Virdel further justified his reasons behind getting a tattoo: 
“I kind of got a tattoo because I follow my sister and she has 
a lot of tattoos—our mom’s name is on her ankle.”  
Virdel concluded, “Still more to come.”   
     Senior Jessica Brickman is already ahead of the game with 
two tattoos down—one of a star on her neck and another of 
a butterfly on her back.  Jessica explained the significance 
of said tattoos: “Five of my best friends and I all got a tattoo 
of a star together, and as for the butterfly—it’s a family 
symbol.”
     When asked about the pain of the tattooing process, 
Jessica dismissed it as a misconception.  “It just felt like a 
vibrating pinch.”  Evidently, the pain was not enough to stop 
her from desiring more tattoos.    As she declared, “I want 
more.”  For her next tattoo she plans on getting a large dove 
on her ribs.  
     Yet students are not the only BHS regulars who visit 
tattoo parlors.  Health teacher Mrs. Hollingsworth—the 
irony not lost on her—has a tattoo on her ankle.  The story 
is as follows:
    Hollingsworth made a bet with her son that if he won a 
particuar swim race that she would get a tattoo.  He won and 
so she got a tattoo with his nickname on it.
     Andrew Stead has yet to get a tattoo but has some plans 
in mind: he wants the word “Africa” on his stomach and an 
outline of the continent on his chest.  
     “Your body is like a canvas,” declared Andrew. “You can 
either paint on it or not.”

Photo by Ena Jones

Photo by Sam Lowenkamp

Photo courtesy of Nikkaia Dean

Photo by Lauren Wyman
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The Ailments of BHS:          How the School Should be Improved...

Water Too Cold, 
Pool Area too 

Hot

Bipolar Heating/
Cooling: 

Too hot in the 
summer, too cold in 

the winter.

Cloudy 
with a 
chance 

of falling 
ceiling 
tiles...

Face mask, 
anybody?

The stench is 
revolting...

Why mix 
food and 
carpet?
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The Ailments of BHS:          How the School Should be Improved...

Beware of errant 
doors:

Doors open into 
hall.

When the air 
conditioning 

is louder 
than the 

teacher, there 
is something 

seriously 
wrong...

Random 
Seating where 

no one can 
see.

Broken Bricks 
+

Teenagers
_______________

Bad Idea

This is the 
Beachcomber 

staff’s take on the 
new remodeling 

venture

Take an 
umbrella to 
chem class:

Ceilings leak 
torrential 

downpours...



Actor of the Decade: Andrew Stead Edition

     The next year he stared in his next 
smash hit, Bad Boys II, which was 
horrendously popular despite the many 
complaints about it. Continuing his un-
ending streak of great movies, he starred 
in I, Robot—another Oscar nominated 
movie loved by the public and critics 
alike. In 2005, he starred in Hitch, which 
was one of the first romantic comedies 
fit for both men and women; it was a 
BET award for best comedy. 

Following this, he made his final 
smash hit of the decade, I Am 
Legend, based loosely on the 
Richard Matheson book of the 
same name. It won 3 awards, 
including a Saturn, and was 
nominated for 17 others. 
     Of course Smith didn’t only 
have great movies; he had average 
ones like Shark Tale and Hancock, 
which spoiled his reputation for 
solidly good movies, but they are 
outnumbered by the better ones. 
All in all, Smith has a solid flow 
of great movies and is a heavy 
competitor for the award.
     Competing with the massively 
popular Will Smith is the massively 
popular Johnny Depp.  Though, 
Depp didn’t start off the decade 
nearly as well as Smith. He came 
into the 2000s with a rather thick 
resume, but apart from Nightmare 
on Elm Street, Platoon and Edward 
Scissorhands, most of his movies 
are Indie films that are only known 
by critics and fanatics. 
     This trend continued through into 
the new decade until 2003, when 
Disney gave a gamble on Depp 
with Pirates of the Caribbean: 
Continued on next page

    Now that it is officially 2010, a 
question lingers: who was the best 
actor of this past decade? 
     Well, the winner would be someone 
who has attained massive popularity 
during the decade and carried his or 
her popularity throughout the last tens 
years.  
     To me, there are two actors who 
can take this position: Will Smith, 
who started off the decade with great 
popularity and ended the decade with 
greater popularity, and Johnny Depp, 
who started the decade as a nobody 
actor but when he gave a gamble on 
Disney, he reaped massive rewards.
     Let’s start with Will Smith: why 
does Will deserve actor of the decade? 
Well, coming out of the nineties with 
smash hits like Independence Day 
and Men in Black, Smith wasted no 
time making another one in 2001 
with Ali, a box office phenomenon 
that was nominated for two Oscars. In 
2002, he quickly moved on from that 
to the sequel to Men in Black II that 
received massive popularity from the 
public, though wasn’t looked upon 
favorably by critics. 

by Andrew Stead

An “Odd” Weekend: A Play Review

the same premise applies: divorce, 
friendship, two opposites attempting 
to reside in the same place at the same 
time.  Olive Madison (Jordan Kaye) 
and Florence Unger (Allison Diamond) 
are the female counterparts of Oscar 
and Felix, and they too deal with their 
disheveled lives. The conflict between 
the neat-freak Florence and the messy 
Olive emerges when they play Trivial 
Pursuit with their friends Sylvie 
(Masha Soprunova), Mickey (Clarissa 
Martinez), Renee (Amelia Wester), and 
Vera (Amy Gelman).  The conflict builds 
to a riotous ending when Manolo and 
Jesus (Besunder and Friedman) appear 
at the women’s apartment. 
     Beyond the obvious hilarious content, 
the quality of the performance came 
down to one thing—the acting. The role 

of Oscar (Ducoff) in the male version 
was acted out in such a way that it was 
not only humorous, but very predictable 
as well. Ducoff knew well how to 
express the true feelings of his character, 
mostly by talking/yelling loudly to the 
other actors in the play. Acting out this 
role seemed to come naturally to Ducoff.       
Similarly, in the female version, Allison 
Diamond positively nailed the role of 
Florence.  Diamond not only memorized 
the lines and the choreographed steps: 
no, she tapped into her own emotions 
in a performance that engendered the 
empathy and the amazement of the 
audience. 
     Besides these two, all of the other 
cast members brought their A-game to 
the production.

     As we have all learned in physics 
class, when matter and anti-matter come 
together they explode in a gargantuan 
blast of mass and energy.  So it’s not a 
great stretch of the imagination that 
when a neat-freak and a slob are forced 
into the same quarters after two messy 
divorces, the result is nothing other than a 
gargantuan explosion of emotions known 
as Neil Simon’s The Odd Couple.  
     On the weekend of December 4-6, 
the BHS Drama Club took the lessons 
learned during physics class by bringing 
the opposites together on the stage for 
not only one but two versions of Simon’s 
The Odd Couple—a male version and a 
female version.  
     In the male version of Simon’s play, 
Oscar Madison (Ben Ducoff) and Felix 
Unger (Amnon Carmi) decide to live 
together after two messy divorces.  
Although the male comradery may have 
initially seemed like a relief after spats 
with their wives, the two men begin to 
realize that living together is not as easy 
as they thought.  See, the thing is: Oscar is 
a slob and Felix is the epitome of an anal 
clean-freak. Conflict is initiated while 
the two men and their friends, Speed 
(Cary Tresser), Murray (Ori Friedman), 
Roy (Michael Dailey), and Vinnie (Ben 
Besunder) play poker.  All hell breaks 
loose when Gwendolyn and Cecily 
Pigeon (Tia Nambiar and Emily Evans) 
appear at the men’s door.   
     In the female version of Simon’s play, 

Bison Beat

1/10 Beachwood Film 
Festival

1/27 Motion City 
Soundtrack 

3/02 New Found Glory

3/18-28 Cleveland 
Film Festival
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Buddies argue over trivial matters at their weekly poker night

by Jeffrey Zuckerman

Staff Writer

Photo by Danny Rose
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community. Each vendor is a separate 
business run by a local family; a 
few have been passed down for 
generations. Children of vendors 
peer over the counter in curiosity, 
watching their parents discuss the 
product with customers, learning 
tricks of the trade. Traveling through 
the market, you will be able to find 
plenty of diversity, both in terms of 
the food and the people. 
     Whether in the produce arcade, 
or the interior concourse, you can 
find virtually anything to suit your 
need. Perhaps you want pizza, but 
something different from your chain 
pizzeria? Swing by Frickaccio’s 
Pizza Market and pick up a few of 
their famed pizza bagels. The dough 
is soft and gooey, with just the perfect 
amount of cheese and sauce. If you 
plan to eat one, then ask for it to be 
warmed up. 
     Maybe you’re looking for something 
to satisfy your sweet tooth? Travel 
to the Candy Counter or Grandma 
Freda’s Fresh Bake, whose cupcakes 
are sugar-coma inducing. Of course, 

fresh fruits and vegetables always 
available in the produce arcade, each 
vendor offering their own unique flare. 
Some display open pomegranates, 
the bright red beads inside shimmer 

     Ok, so I know we don’t all see 
grocery shopping as a good time, 
but the West Side Market is more 
than just your typical Giant Eagle or 
Hienen’s. It is a public open market 
with vendors on all sides, located in a 
historic building. 
     In 1840, The West Side Market 
began on a small plot of land that 
evolved into the small Pearl St. 
Market, completed in 1868. As 
Cleveland began to grow, the little 
market became too small, and was in 
dire need of an expansion if it was to 
survive. 
 In 1902, a new location 
was found directly across the street 
from the little market. In 1912, the 
new market was complete, and thus 
The West Side Market was born. 
Although the market has undergone 
many renovations and modernization 
projects, it still has retained its 
colorful history and unique spirit. 
The building was even recognized as 
a national historic landmark in 1973. 
     The West Side Market is like a 

off the lights, catching the eyes of 
passing costumers. The cornucopia 
of vibrant colors coming from the 
produce is quite a sight. 
      Walking from vendor to vendor, 
you will see people of different 
cultures, and hear a myriad of 
languages being spoken between 
customers and vendors. Noise fills 
the air, creating an environment that 
is as social as it is commercial. 
     If you’d prefer not to eat food 
from one of the vendors at the West 
Side Market, make your way over to 
Nate’s, north of the market on west 
25th street.  Nate’s has Mediterranean 
food, such as falafel, and shish 
tawook, as well as variations of 
corned beef and turkey sandwiches. 
When your food is brought to the 
table, you are given a small dish of 
peppers and pickled beets. 
     Whether you’re going for the 
food, the shopping, the socializing, 
or even just the sight, there is truly 
something at the West Side Market 
for people of all ages.
    

A Trip To “The Market” With Rachael Silver
by Rachael Silver

A&E

Staff Writer
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A vendor at the West Side Market 
offers produce to a customer

Photo by Rachael Silver

Continued from previous page

Curse of the Black Pearl. It was 
immensely popular among public and 
critics alike and was nominated for 5 
Oscars and won a Saturn and an Eddie. 
He then moved onto Secret Window, 
which got a mediocre reception from 
critics but did succeed its budget.  
     After Secret Window’s mediocre 
success, Depp moved onto a role 
that suited him more appropriately 
in Finding Neverland. The movie 
received a fairly popular reaction 
from the public and an even better 

one from critics. It was nominated 
for six Oscars and won one, and was 
nominated for five Golden Globes. 
Depp then moved on to star in Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory, a movie 
that was positively viewed by critics 
and public alike. It was nominated 
for an Oscar, a Saturn and a Golden 
Globe. 
  In the following years Depp 
completed the remaining Pirates of 
the Caribbean movies which just 
got worse and worse, though Depp’s 
acting and portrayal of Capt. Jack 
Sparrow was excellent and spot on.      

     After this, Depp performed in, 
in my opinion, his best performance 
of the decade: Sweeny Todd: Demon 
Barber of Fleet Street. Highly rated 
by critics as an excellent merge of 
horror and musical, one critic stated, 
“Depp’s staggering performance 
perfectly merges the story’s humor, 
horror and romance into a serious 
punch to the gut.” However, it was 
its theatre aspect that turned the 
audiences away. Nevertheless it 
received four Golden Globes, two 
BAFTA’s and an Oscar and was 
nominated for many more. 

     Now that the two competing 
men’s performances have been 
lined up, it is time to decide which 
one deserves the highly esteemed 
award of Andrew Stead’s Actor of 
the Decade. 
     The winner is Will Smith with 
his straight line up of solidly good 
movies that came out in a line year 
after year. While Depp did have 
excellent performances, they don’t 
compete to the ability of Smith to 
create good movies and keep them 
coming.
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The Glass Bubble: Critiquing “Horizons”
More specifically, the early designers 
of intelligence tests sought to prove 
Caucasian superiority. 
     Although this test has been modified 
through the years, a strong focus on 
specific ethnic, social, and economic 
class is evident in its questions. With 
this in mind, do the other tests offered 
for acceptance into Horizons work any 
differently, in a less culturally biased 
way? Perhaps not, and so we are led 
to the next issue: The legitimacy of 
Horizons itself.
    I have seen students who were 
never in the Horizons program during 
the elementary years later join the 
high school Honors English program 
and succeed without difficulty. I have 
also seen the situation reversed, with 
students who had left the Honors 
program after being in Horizons all 
their lives. Is it worth the development 
of this “higher” class of students 
during elementary years, some of the 
most vital years in a child’s mental 
development, if it is irrelevant in 
high school, the final step in college 
preparation? 
    And how healthy is it to the social 
fabric of the school if we continue 
to create an “elite” or special group 
of students in every grade? One that 
inflates a sense of superiority in one 
group, and diminishes the self-esteem 

of another? It’s a losing situation on 
both sides, and at the expense of a 
lot of kids’ positive esteem. 
    This is not to say that I have 
anything against the Horizons 
teachers, for they have inspired 
me greatly and have given me vital 
education, but perhaps this wall 
that blocks people in and out of 
Horizons should be removed. 
   Maybe if this system were 
not some haunting prospect that 
loomed over those who felt bad 
about not making it, such issues 
would not arise. If every class were 
encouraged to learn as much as 
possible, to challenge every student 
in every way, then this tracking 
system wouldn’t exist. There would 
not be a regular English class whose 
students are thought of as “the kids 
who can’t do the best,” nor would 
Horizons students be considered, 
“the kids who can.”  
     I believe that in all classes, there 
are those who can do the best. But 
ruining their chances by creating 
this impenetrable glass bubble that 
defines who can and can’t will do 
nothing but wound aspiring minds 
and create unfulfilled potential.

 

people who would understand: my 
fellow Horizons students. 
    Now we come to the basics of 
it. From this point on, segregation 
occurred. I found myself enclosed in 
this group of “Elites,” closed in both 
by the criticisms of those not in the 
program, and the sense of superiority 
that was expressed by my Horizons 
classmates. 
    I cannot be sure how neutral I 
was to the situation, seeing as it’s 
somewhat of a distant memory, but 
I can be sure that there were kids in 
that class who felt they were more 
worthy of the grade, the ones on a 
pedestal in the light while the others 
got pushed down in the dumps. To 
think that I was captured amid this 
illusion sickens me, and although 
you may already noticed my bias on 
the issue, the following information 
is based on truth.
    Though a variety of tests are used, 
because I came late into the system, 
my placement into Horizons was 
based on an IQ-based performance 
test, the WISC-IV (Wischler 
Intelligence Scale for Children).  
  The IQ test evolved out of a 
Eugenicist perspective that based 
its original models on the ideas that 
some were more fit than others. 

     I entered the school system in 
4th grade. Shortly into the year I was 
tested for an advanced language arts 
class, more commonly known as 
Horizons. I had no idea what I was 
being tested for. After taking the test, 
I was accepted into Horizons. 
    And then I began to notice things.
   First off, I was put into a class 
with new kids. Kids that I had not 
been acquainted with in my previous 
classes were now all put in one 
class. I remember asking one of 
the kids what Horizons was, and he 
responded that it was “a class for the 
gifted.”
    I liked the way that sounded, and it 
made me feel special... until I spoke 
to some friends who weren’t in the 
program. They criticized me for 
the choice I made, telling me it was 
unfair that I got in. 
     They told me I was full of myself, 
and that I was bragging to them 
about it. I was appalled and felt 
isolated, and it made me shrink away 
from them. Withdrawing from these 
relationships was not out of a sense 
of superiority, but simply because 
I did not like the way I was being 
treated. So I bonded with the only 

by Amnon Carmi

global warming? Let us accept what 
we know to be true. 
   The future is not set in stone. If we 
act now, we can lessen the impact of 
global warming (or halt it outright), 
and cap-and-trade provides an 
opportunity to realign our economy 
towards a new goal of zero CO2 
emissions.
   Cap-and-trade is the concept that 
the government sets a limit on total 
carbon emissions nationwide. Then, 
it allocates credits to companies 
allowing them to emit a certain 
amount of CO2. The idea is that those 
companies that can inexpensively 
reduce their emissions will do so and 
sell their credits to other companies 
who cannot easily do so. Thus, 
the government will have gotten 
companies capable of reducing their 
CO2 to do so. The hope would be that 
over time, the cap would be gradually 
lowered, and the companies who 
hadn’t reduced would find a way as 
technology progressed.
  Cap-and-trade distributes the 
cost among everyone. It slyly gets 
companies who can cut their CO2 
and don’t realize it to do so, and it 
allows for the free market to work on 
other compa-nies to encourage CO2 
reduction. The fines for over-emitters 
need not be too drastic, just enough to 
prod them.
   In the end, we must realize that 
global warming constitutes a clear and 
present danger. Many companies have 
become greener, but gradual trends 
will not be enough. It is imperative 
that we sacrifice short-term pain for 
long-term gain and accept cap-and-
trade, for ourselves and our posterity.

   There are a lot of lies circulating 
about global warming. Before I 
begin, it would be best to dispel 
some of them: the truth, according 
to the 2007 Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC), the 
premiere scientific body on global 
warming, is that human-caused 
global warming is undeniable. 
 It has found that current 
concentrations of CO2 “far exceed 
pre-industrial values found in 
polar ice core records…dating 
back 650,000 years,” and that CO2 
levels have risen by 100 parts per 
million since 1750. Furthermore, it 
has found that the global average 
temperature has risen to the highest 
levels in thousands of years, mostly 
because of the CO2 rise, which, it 
has been confirmed, “does not stem 
from natural mechanisms.” 
    This has affected the glaciers and 
the Arctic ice. Unfortunately, the ice 
has melted at unprecedented rates, 
and according to the Catlin Arctic 
Survey, it will be completely gone 
within twenty years, displacing 
large numbers of polar bears and 
other wildlife.
    Global warming exists, and most 
of it is manmade. A small portion of 
it may be cyclical, but, as the IPCC 
found, the underlying temperature 
cycle actually indicates that we 
should be in a cooling period right 
now. We are not: thus, there must 
be something unnatural causing the 
rise in temperature.
  Anyhow, consider: we can 
destroy the world many times over. 
Humanity now has the technology 
to create massive changes, ones that 
alter the face of the planet. Why, 
then, would it be so mind-blowing 
that we are the ones to blame for 

   Big, bad, wasteful, earth-hating, 
oppressive America is at it again. 
This time, we’re guilty of raising 
the temperature of the planet and 
jeopardizing life as we know it. 
Yes, the same country that has 
been responsible for improving the 
standard of living for millions world-
wide, increasing the availability 
of disease fighting medicines, and 
bringing beneficial technologies and 
the call for universal human rights 
to the darkest corners of this world, 
has been systematically destroying 
the planet.  Hmm.
  Fortunately, the man who once 
claimed to have created the 
Internet, Al Gore, has put his talents 
to solving a crisis we didn’t know 
existed.  By now you think the 
problem I’m talking about is Global 
Warming.  And it is, but not in the 
way you would expect. The problem 
isn’t really Global Warming. 
Since 1997, nearly 31,000 U.S. 
scientists -- about 9,000 with PhDs 
in specialties such as atmospheric 
science, climatology, earth science, 
and other specialties -- have signed 
on to the Petition Project, rejecting 
global warming as baseless in terms 
of scientific evidence.
    The crisis I am talking about is 
that Gore and his minions have been 
outed as selling junk science.  When 
the pushback from Gore’s movie 
“An Inconvenient Truth” came in 
the form of a credible outcry from 
many accomplished, credentialed 
scientists over recent years, the 
Global Warming Crowd came up 
with an ingenious branding shift…
and Climate Change was born.  
What is it…the warming of the 
earth?  Not really.  The cooling.  

Not totally.  You mean weather…. 
is it weather?  Yes.  Changes in the 
weather.  Who can argue with that 
one?  Simply brilliant.  Someone has 
to be responsible for changes in the 
weather.  But what good is solving a 
crisis without a mechanism for profit 
(we knew it had to be coming), and 
so cap-and-trade was born to turn 
temperature into dollars.
Cap-and-trade legislation will 
write the rules by which American 
companies have to reform themselves 
and stop their horrific polluting.  The 
EPA and its decades of environmental 
regulations and bureaucrats clearly 
have not done enough to accomplish 
the goal, because they can’t generate 
a profit fast enough.  
   By the way, India, China and 
Russia – some of the world’s largest 
polluters -- would not be bound the 
way American companies would by 
legislation being considered by the 
Democratic Congress. I guess only 
American pollution is bad for the 
planet.
   The New York Post said recently 
of cap-and-trade, “the costs are 
overwhelming; the benefits are 
uncertain.  It isn’t even certain that 
the earth will continue to warm, 
or if it does continue to warm that 
catastrophe is likely, or if we are on 
track for disaster, that cap-and-trade 
will avert it.” 
    Supporters of cap-and-trade would 
like to make out the small percentage 
of “fat cat polluters” as the ones 
responsible for paying the price 
on cap-and-trade, when the truth is 
that the laboring work force of all 
American manufacturing and the 
rest of the American population will 
feel the real blow.  

Staff Writer

by Scott Remer
Staff WriterLiberal

Beachwood High School Students Sound Off

by Joe Hendlin
Staff WriterConservative

Cap and Trade: Liberal vs Conservative
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     The wearing of trousers once symbolized the increasing sexual freedom of 
women.
     The wearing of blue jeans once symbolized the banality of one’s 
profession.
     And, evidently, the wearing of a bathrobe now symbolizes “starting the 
weekend a day early.”
     Intrigue.
    As of late, a group of about ten students have taken to wearing big, fuzzy 
bathrobes to school on Fridays.  Armed with slippers, large bathrobes, pajamas, 
and even in some cases a pillow, these students came to school on Fridays with 
a sole objective: to relax.  
     The nominal “Bathrobe Fridays” were celebrations of the upcoming weekend; 
those who participated abided by the motto “start the weekend a day early.”  
Emphasis on the “were”.  Several weeks ago, the administrators forbid students 
from participating in this end-of-the-week festivity.      
     Principal Hardis explained, “We had a group of students who took to the 
practice of wearing robes—and pajamas—on Fridays. They referred to the days 
as robe Fridays.  It is expected at school that students are not going to be in 
‘weekend mode’—we expect students to be engaged.”
     While donning the robes, students are theoretically placed in relax-mode, 
and naturally tend to not take things seriously.  This hypothetical relax-mode 
has associated wth it the following: students not paying attention in class, etc.   
Hardis declared, “That’s not acceptable during class…there is a minimum bar 
of respect that we expect from our students.”
   Senior Cary Tresser was an active participant in Bathrobe Fridays before it 
was forbidden.  Cary declared that he has never fallen asleep while wearing the 
robe.  “In fact,” Cary added, “It makes me pay more attention in class because 
I was comfortable.”   
     The added level of comfort, therefore, is an asset to Cary.  Studies show that 
those who are most comfortable in school tend to do better—that’s why on the 
SAT and ACT tickets, students are advised to “take a sweater if testing is not in 
June.”  Comfortable students do not merely fall asleep in class—they, rather, 
perform to the best of their abilities.  
     Senior Sarah Fine also participated in Bathrobe Friday, and she did not notice 
a big drop in grades or the way she approaches school on Robe Fridays.  Sarah 
also commented that she “always [wears] clothes under the robe anyways.”   
     Cary went on to explain that Bathrobe Friday was merely a way to relax in 
school within the confines of the student dress code.  “It was just a way to have 
fun, to lighten the mood,” Cary said.   
     There have been no statistical evidence to prove or disprove the idea that 
wearing bathrobes helps or hurts students’ grades, but the one complaint that 
teachers seemed to level most against Bathrobe Friday was not that the robed 
students have a greater tendency to fall asleep in class but the fact that the whole 
bathrobe fashion statement was, as Hardis explained, “a topic of conversation 
that the class had to be brought back from.”  In this sense, it was a distraction 
for the class rather than merely for the individual wearing the robe.    
    By the token of a distraction, I suppose that we now can ban snow from 
the premises: snow is certainly a large topic of conversation in any class with 
upperclassmen.  Pink hair, too, is a big one; college-admissions is another.  
The fact is that teenagers are always going to be distracted, no matter if you’re 
wearing a bathrobe or a shiny shirt or a Madonna bra.  It’s inevitable—and 
it’s ridiculous to think that when this issue is boiled down to its basics, the 
administration banned the wearing of bathrobes because they were something 
to talk about.
     Yet we all know that this issue is not that simplistic, and that the wearing 
of bathrobes on Fridays is a statement that the administration disagrees with 
because with the stated objective of Bathrobe Fridays comes the theoretical 
naps in physics, the pillows in Pre-calculus, the lack of participation in physical 
education.  The administration should first consider whether or not the stated 
objectives translate into any of the fears they initially erected against the robes 
in the first place—because in Cary and Sarahs’ case, for example, they most 
definitely do not.
Bathrobe Fridays should be evaluated based upon a person-person basis.  If a 
student is falling asleep and acting out in the robes, then take away the robes 
from that particular student—if not, then let them have robes.  
 Punish the act of “starting the weekend a day early,” not the symbol.

     I’m confused.
     Do I want to be an astronomer or 
an environmental engineer?
      Do I want to be a Women’s Studies 
major or an English major?
    Do I want to be a Physicist or a 
Journalist?
     In the midst of the college process, 
every university asks prospective 
students to designate what they hope 
to study in school.  When I look 
at the pull down list of majors on 
each University’s application, I feel 
overwhelmed.  This is my future.  
This is what I’m going to do for the 
rest of my life.  
    There are so many majors that 
sound so interesting to me that I’m 
probably going to change my major 
thirty-thousand times before I settle 
on one that I really like.    
    Although people who know me well 
would say that changing majors would 
just be a “typical Lauren thing to do,” 
the fact is that my indecision could 
also be a function of the inexperience 
I have had in the various fields offered 
as college majors.
     The University of Michigan has 
a grand total of 200 major programs 
ranging from Armenian Studies to the 
History of Art to the Weiser Center of 
Emerging Democracies to Movement 
Science.  I don’t about you, but I’ve 
never taken a course about Armenia 
before—in fact I know so little about 
Armenia that I may very well major 
in Armenian Studies if I attempt 
Michigan.  
     For a small school, Beachwood 
does offer a wide breadth of courses.  
We have Engineering Drawing, 
Studio Art, Human Rights—in 
addition to the basics of Science, 
Math, English, History, and Music.  
Yet the fact remains that so many 
college majors that student may end 
up following aren’t going to fit into 
those categories.  This problem leads 
to the dilemma that I faced as I applied 
to college: what to do, what to do?  
    A way to help to eliminate the 
confusion felt by seniors as they 
decide what they want to pursue 
in college, it would be prudent for 
the school to offer a more diverse 
spectrum of classes that reflects the 
variety of majors that students have 
to chose from.  
   I understand the difficulty of 
scheduling more classes with our 
limited staffing; teachers are strapped 
enough as it is.  But perhaps Beachwood 
can form more relationships with 
other schools to allow students to take 
courses offered at area high schools 
that are not offered at BHS—like 
the Asian Studies program at Shaker 
Heights High School.
   Shaker Heights also offers classes 
like astronomy, oceanography, screen-
writing, and fashion design; Laurel 
High School offers biotechnology, 
anatomy/physiology, computer 
graphics, and the fundamentals of 
acting.   
   With more exposure to more and 
diverse fields, seniors will have a 
firmer sense of what they are not only 
interesting in but skilled at before 
they enter the hallowed gates of a 
university.  
    Museum Studies, anybody?

A Plea For Options

Your Robe, Your Highness

The Beachcomber, through its editorial pages, provides an open forum for student expression. This newspaper is equally dedicated to affording an opportunity to all BHS students, 
staff, alumni, parents, and community residents to express their opinions on these pages.

All unsigned editorials appearing in The Beachcomber represent the opinions of the editorial board. They do not necessarily reflect the views of the student body, the staff, or the 
administration of Beachwood High School. 

The Beachcomber welcomes all letters to the editor, whether critical, complimentary, or informative. They must be signed, although names will be withheld upon request in cases 
that may be awkward or embarrassing to the writer. Letters should be addressed to The Beachcomber, 25100 Fairmount Blvd., Beachwood, OH, 44122, or delivered to the editors or a 
secretary in the main office, attention Lauren Wyman. To contact Beachcomber adviser Josh Davis, please email him at jmd@beachwoodschools.org

by Lauren “Why Man?”
Staff Writer

     The year is now 2010. 100 years 
ago was 1910, and America was on 
the rise.  Over the next 50 years, 
America rose from an unimportant 
country to become the most stable 
and powerfulin the world.  Sure, 
there weremany negative things 
about America during those decades.  
The Depression occurred in the 
1930s,the 1940s and the 1950s saw 
a tremendous amount of pressure 
to conform, andthroughout it all, 
minorities did not have civil rights.  
However, during thesedecades, 
the common American kept his or 
her head down, worked hard, and 
raisedthe country up to some of its 
highest points in history.
     But what happened after we reached 
those high points?  After defeating 
the Nazis in World War II, protecting 
the world fromthe Soviet Union, 
doubling our GDP two decades in 
a row, Americans have becomesoft.  
We aren’t willing to workthe hard 
jobs for cheap anymore.  Oneof the 
biggest defenses offered up to allow 
illegal immigrants into the countryis 
that the illegal immigrants do the 
jobs in America that Americans 
aren’twilling to do.  For Americans, 
itis no longer enough to simply 
have a job, we have now decided 
that we mustenjoy it.  According 
to a recentpoll by the Conference 
Board, American job satisfaction is 
currently at45%.  That is down from 
61% in1987.  In this economy, I 
would expect that somebody would 
be happy to have a job.
     This is not entirely a bad thing, 
and it doesn’t make sense totake 
straight, mindless orders. However, 
Americans need to relearn how to 
work hard.  Our immigrant ancestors 
were willing towork in dark and dingy 
factories just to keep their families 
here.  They did not feel entitled to a 
“fun”job, why should we?
     Modern Americans could really 
use someinspiration to buckle down 
and work hard. Low job satisfaction 
has been linked to lower productivity, 
and,therefore, a lower level of 
competitiveness in the global market.  
If Americans don’t spring back 
fromtheir slump, foreign nations 
economies, such as India and China, 
will quicklybecome more powerful 
than ours.  
     Unfortunately, this attitude is not 
just present in theworkplace.  I see 
it around BHS allthe time.  Some of 
the teachers inthe building have built 
up a “tough,” “strict,” or “mean” 
reputation among the student body.  
In myexperience, these teachers are 
the ones that teach me the most.  
By putting my head down and 
grindingthrough their classes, I have 
found not only satisfaction in the 
things that Ihave accomplished, but, 
looking back, I have also learned 
things.
     Maybe we just need  some 
inspiration? Pull inspiration 
from the “Greatest Generation.”  
Stop complaining about how 
difficultsomething is. Do it.  If youcan 
manage to get by and save up money 
for retirement without relying onthe 
government for a personal bailout, 
you did well.

A Plea for Diligence
by Sam Lowenkamp

Staff Writer

Opinion

Every issue, The Beachcomber Editorial Staff comes to a consensus on a 
topic and publishes an unsigned editorial which takes a position.
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BHS Wrestlers Follow Eon-Old Tradition
actual tournaments. 
   In addition to participating in the 
daily practices, wrestlers must be on 
their guard against injury in other 
ways as well. Although wrestling is 
not as brutal as it was way back once 
upon a time, modern wrestling can 
result in serious injury so wrestlers 
must always wear proper equipment 
like including elbow pads, knee pads, 
and headgear.  The most common 
wrestling injuries occur to the head, 
knees, arms, shoulders, and hands. 
One typical wrestling injury is dubbed 
“Cauliflower Ear.” This swelling of 
the outer ear is the result of trauma 
and bleeding below the skin due to an 
errant blow and, by a stretch of the 
imagination, resembles cauliflower.   
    In spite of the long history, the 
intense work-out, and the potential 
of injuries, BHS wrestling does not 
receive as much attention as the 
other winter sports.  In response to 
this assertion, Alec commented that 
wresting is something you do because 
you want to.  However, he added “it 
would be nice to get a little more 
attention.”  
    If you are interested Beachwood’s 
wrestlers in action, check with the 
Athletic Office or on Channel 22 to 
see when the next home match is.  If 
you are just interested in wrestling in 
general, pick up a Koran or a Bible 
or an anthology of English history or 
The Iliad or… 

     Following the legacy of 
Biblical characters, Greek warriors, 
and even kings of England, the 
members of the BHS wrestling team 
have a lot to live up to.  
 Dating back nearly 15,000 
years--as ascertained by cave drawing 
in France—wrestling has had a long 
time to develop as a sport.  According 
to the website Athletic Scholarships.
net, “The ancient Greek Olympic 
Games first put wrestling on the 
map… Wrestling made its Olympic 
debut in the Games of 708 B.C.”  
     As an aspect of the Olympic 
Games as well as an integral part of 
military training, ancient wrestling 
was characterized by its brutality and 
by its proclivity towards “fighting 
to the death.”  Fast forward several 
millennia, and wrestling has changed 
significantly in the sense that the death 
factor has been all-but-eliminated, 
and yet the ultimate objective has 
remained untouched: to be the last 
person standing.  
 Junior wrestler Alec Jacober 
is one who subscribes wholeheartedly 
to the objective of, well, standing.  
With an 8-1 record, Jacober is among 
the more successful BHS wrestlers 
and he offered insight into the sport.  
 Jacober described wrestling 
as a different breed of game.  Rather 
than playing on a team—as with 

With Help of Community, Beachwood May Get Lights
by Brandon Rotsky

better feeling” when playing football 
under the lights. “It will boost up our 
[school’s] reputation.” 
     Kaulin Hooper, a captain for the boys’ 
soccer team, agrees that playing a night 
game rather than an afternoon game has 
a different feeling. “There is definitely 
an energy boost and a different kind of 
feeling because the whole atmosphere 
gets you excited to play. You feel like 
the center of attention and everyone is 
watching you. It’s a great feeling.” 
     Given the level of support for 
stadium lights among BHS student 
athletes and coaches, some may wonder 
why stadium lights have not yet been 
installed. Athletic Director Ryan Peters 
says that there have been rumors that 
residents of Richmond Road and some 
Orthodox have been opposed in the 
past.  His impression now is that neither 

group is opposed, based on public 
comments that have been made.
     “One of the reasons that this is more 
likely to be successful is because we 
have the Superintendent’s backing. 
I don’t think we’ve ever had that 
before.  Also, the times have 
changed.  We’re one of four schools 
in Northeast Ohio that don’t have 
lights,” Peters said.  
     He also pointed out that, “Friday 
night games would generate a lot more 
money for the athletic department.  
Other CVC schools bring in as much 
as $10,000 for a Friday night game, 
as opposed to Beachwood, which 
brings in less than $2,000 a game for 
admissions.”
     There is definitely a new momentum 
regarding Beachwood’s fall sports. 
Between the football team’s quick 
improvement–going two wins and 
eight losses last season to six wins 
and four losses this past season and 
the soccer team’s impressive season 
winning their conference. 
     Given this new energy surrounding 
Beachwood sports, and given 
the increased level of support for 
stadium lights, it seems more likely 
that Beachwood will be able to host 
a night game at some point in the 
future.

$250 then the boosters will be a lot 
closer to their goal. A website is also 
being created which will include an 
“economic barometer.” This will 
allow students, parents, alumni, 
and any other Friday night light 
supporters to see who has donated, 
how much the Boosters have raised, 
and from what class the donors have 
graduated. 
     Ryan Peters, the new Athletic 
Director for BHS, believes “the 
changing of the times will help.” 
Out of the 19 schools in our athletic 
conference, 18 of them have lights, 
leaving Beachwood as the standout. 
Some students and alumni will argue 
that a Saturday afternoon game is a 
tradition in BHS. David Shapiro, 
a sophomore starting linebacker 
and fullback, says “there is no 

     Herb Schoen, part-time 
football coach and booster President 
since May of 2008, has been doing 
everything in his power to bring the 
artificial sunlight to Beachwood. The 
boosters have made a lot of progress, 
and seem to have more administrative 
support than in the past. 
     The lights would cost $125,000. 
So far, the boosters have managed 
to raise $30,000. $25,000 has been 
pledged by University Hospitals, 
the single largest donor in all of 
Beachwood booster history. Last 
summer, University Hospitals wanted 
to donate temporary lights for one 
home game of the season. With this 
opportunity to give all of Beachwood 
citizens a taste of a Friday night home 
game, the Boosters quickly agreed. 
     Yet for a variety of reasons, the 
school board rejected the idea of 
temporary lights, and insisted on 
using the money for permanent 
lights, “It works out better for us. It 
generates excitement for permanent 
proceeds to go to permanent lights,” 
said Schoen.
     There are many other ways to raise 
money for the lights. Schoen believes 
that if 250 alumni are willing to donate 

Staff Writer

Senior Alex Dronzek wrestles Junior Alec Jacober to the ground

Chenyu Zhang

basketball, soccer, baseball, 
and lacrosse—wrestling is 
more focused on individual 
achievement.  The wrestling 
team is more like a federation 
of students than a confederation 
of athletes: the team as a whole 
does not exactly have a record 
so the vast majority of emphasis 
is placed on the individual’s own 
accomplishments. 
    To ensure success , many wrestlers 
also go on strict diets in order to 
stay in peak physical shape during 

the season. This includes cutting 
calories, having the willpower to 
stay away from junk food, and 
exercising in a strict regiment every 
day. 
      During a typical practice, a 
wrestler will start by running one 
mile and then lifting weights. The 
rest of the day usually consists 
of getting down on the mats to 
practice pins between teammates. 
This conditioning not only pushes 
the wrestlers to victory but also can 
help to prevent injury during the 

by Jon Fishman
Staff Writer

The BHS bleachers may soon be lighted on Friday nights...
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