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     Last June, the Beachcomber 
heralded the creation of the 
district’s new website, due to 
emerge in the summer. Promised 
new features and a shorter e-mail 
address, students eagerly awaited 
the new website.  Now it is 
November and the student body 
has yet to see the site, but the 
promise of an improved website 
remains.  It is now expected to 
launch shortly after winter break. 
     The delay is not due to recent 
system failures as some thought, 
but to personnel changes. 
Communications Director Cindy 
Sykes was in charge of the website last year, 
but the position has recently been assumed 
by Michelle Burgess. Ms. Burgess, who joined 
the Beachwood team on September 15th, has 
busied herself with finishing and fine-tuning 
the website.  She is “keeping the project 
moving” and ensuring that “all information is 
readily available.” 
     The reason the website has been kept 
under wraps so long is that they don’t want 
there to be problems of any sort when it 
arrives. “I come from the business world,” Ms. 
Burgess explained. “Experience has shown 
that launching a premature website is more 
confusing than taking time to review it. 
She also said, “Websites take a lot of time to 
construct, program, write, and develop 

     Students dream of making a 
difference, dream of seeing the fruits 
of their labor, but only rarely do these 
dreams materialize as tangibly as the 
Green Dream.  
     On October 14th, 2008, the Green 
Dream, the eco-friendly company 
started by the BHS marketing 
program, held the ribbon cutting 
ceremony for its state of the art, 
environmentally-friendly classroom.  
Guests included Eric Troy of the 
Ohio Department of Education, 
Anne Hill from Governor Strickland’s 

office, and other 
important figures, 
not to mention the 
numerous individuals 
who contributed to 
the building of the 
classroom.  Speakers 
focused on the fact 
that the students who 
had taken part in the 
project were pioneers 
and inspired hope 
for the future of the 
environment.  
     Troy, whose 

Students dream green
by Suzanne Schiavone, Staff Writer

enthusiasm about the project was 
apparent, called the green classroom 
a “casebook study” and marketing 
teacher Greg Perry “an ambassador.”  
He also expressed the hope that it 
could be an example for schools both 
in Ohio and across the country.  
     Principal Robert Hardis followed Troy 
and proudly told the crowds that the 
group “never curtailed their dreams 
for the sake of practicality.”  As he 
explained to the large assembly, the 
group’s Green Dream had turned into a 
Green Reality.  
     To honor their achievement, Mayor 
Merle Gordon named October 14th 
the “Ultimate Green Classroom Day.”  
An excited Greg Perry, the teacher 
in charge of the Green Dream, told 
the story of how last year, he was 
approached by students with the 
goal of beginning to create a greener 
tomorrow.  They asked him the pivotal 
“what if?”  
     With the help of Karen Carmen, 
who served as the group’s Junior 
Achievement Consultant, the Green 
Dream held an enormous Eco-Friendly 

showcase last 
year featuring 
numerous 
businesses 
whose 
products were 
environmentally 
friendly.  They 
plan on holding 
another, larger 
showcase this 
year.  The money 
that came out 
of that project 

was part 
of the sum 
used to build 
their new 
classroom.  In 
total, $150 
thousand was 
put towards 
the classroom.  
     While 
what they 
accomplished 
was clearly very impressive, the 
project, according to Perry, was 
bigger than one green classroom; 
it was about creating a grass roots 
program.  He challenged students 
to “start a green revolution.”  
     Eric Krohngold, BHS senior 
and President and CEO of Green 
Dream, explained what the 
experience was like from a student’s 
perspective.  One of the things that 
he emphasized was the fact that 
while working with the program, 
they are “ treated as though we are 
in a real business environment.”  
He also expressed that it gave 
him a “first hand experience of 
running a company….a very unique 
experience.”
     Following Krohngold’s speech, 
the speakers gathered for a very 
unusual ribbon cutting: using 
garden sheers, the group cut a 
ribbon of bottle caps and other 
recyclables.  It is clear that this 
group brings high hopes for the 
future.  With their enthusiasm, 
integrity, and “never give up” 
mentality, they bring the hope that 
we will, in the future, be able to help 
the environment and remedy the 
current environmental crisis.             

What happened to the new website?     

by Brynne Sekerak, Staff Writer

templates for.” 
     Ms. Burgess is excited about the new features 
that the website will contain. “I think what people 
will find is that it’s much easier to navigate,” she said, 
as it will have separate tabs for each type of person 
who might access the site. 
      Aside from student and staff tabs, there will be 
links for parents, alumni, and prospective students. 
There will also be a district-wide calendar that 
anyone can add to simply by e-mailing Ms. Burgess.
     The new website should be well worth the wait, 
as it promises a new format and innovative features 
that one student could only describe as “collegiate.” 

The marketing class celebrates as their dream becomes a reality.

Photos by Marc Eisenberg

Inside the new classroom

The current Beachwood website has been relatively 
unchanged since 2000.

One last game 
for Coach Gaspar
   by Ena Jones, Staff Writer

     Earlier this year one of the   
volleyball coaches, Adam 
Gaspar, was given the news 
that he had a brain tumor.  
He was told that the tumor 
was inoperable, and he only 
had three weeks to live. 
      Adam Gaspar was much 
loved by all of his volleyball 
players, so when they heard 
the news, they immediately 
wanted to help in whatever 
way they could.  
     With the help of the 
other three coaches, Jason 
Bullock, Doug Mekinda, 
and Carrie Fender, the team 
raised money to help the 
family support themselves 
after Adam passed away.  
     The team came up with 
the concept of “Volley for 
the Gaspars” and chose the 
game that they would hold 
the fundraiser for.  They 
decided on a big rivalry 
game against Hawken 
since it would be the most 
exciting game for all the 
students to attend. 
     Some stores donated 
gift cards and merchandise 
to the team so they could 
raffle them off to raise more 
money.  Ten large pizzas 
were also donated for the 
cause.  They had decided to 
rely mostly on donations, 
so they could give as much 
money possible to the 
Gaspar family. 
     Adam Gaspar lived 
far longer than he was 
expected.  He was told he 
had three weeks left, but 
he lived for four months. 
He died two days before 
the big event, but the team 
didn’t let that affect the 
success of the fundraiser.
     The Volley for the Gaspars 
was a great success.  They 
ended up raising over 1,400 
dollars for the family.
     “We put in a lot of hard 
work because we wanted to 
show our coach the same 
dedication that he showed 
us,” said team member 
Akilah Porter.



     The Beachwood JCWA team came one step closer to world 
domination at the University of Virginia Model United Nations 
conference (VAMUN) November 14th to the 16th.  
     Following weeks of preparation, Beachwood JCWA members 
competed against students from all over the country at VAMUN.  
After heated debates, committee meetings, and policy proposals, 
Beachwood JCWA came out of the conference victoriously.    
     In addition to receiving the “Best Small Delegation” for the 
second year in a row, Beachwood JCWA came home with many 
individual awards.  Among the winners were Matthew Baron, Sevy 
Harris, Alexandra Stern, Ananya Marathe, Brittany Crosby, Inbar 
Maayan, Elliot Angart, Ben Reisman, Suzanne Schiavone, Eli Miller, 
Louis Rosenbaum and Nathan Fine.
     Beachwood JCWA team members look forward to their next 
conference at thve North American Model United Nations 
(NAMUN) invitational in February.    
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What is one thing you want other students to know 
about you that they may find interesting?
I can play like 20 instruments including percussion, violin, 
ukulele, and guitar.
How long have you been a resident of Beachwood? 
Since I was born.
What extracurricular activities are 
you involved in?
I play violin in the Contemporary 
Youth Orchestra every 
Saturday morning, I’m a 
class representative in 
student council, and I’m in 
multicultural club. I also play 
tennis, even though I usually 
don’t like physical activity 
since I’m “festively plump.”
How do you deal with 
stress from schoolwork?
I usually listen to music to 
help the stress go away, but 
sometimes it just makes it 
worse because a song I don’t 
like will come on and I have 
to change the song, which 
takes time away from actually 
finishing the work.
Do you have any hobbies?
Yeah. I like to play with 
my cats, and I play tennis 
sometimes. I also play guitar 
in my spare time, but I hate 
to talk about that because people stereotype me as 
one of those people that are like “I play guitar and I’m 
super awesome and it’s like my life” even though the only 
songs they know are from guitar hero. I also like to listen 
to music.
Would you consider yourself a friendly person?
Yeah, most of the time.  Well, that’s what people tell me
In three words or less how would you describe 
yourself?
Pretty freaking awesome
Additional information?
I like cartoons as much as normal shows on TV, and I love 
all types of music except country. I can make anything 
with some duct tape and aluminum foil.  I have made a 
whole hoodie out of duct tape including a zipper with 
fleece lining, and I have also made a pair of waterproof 
duct tape shoes with fleece lining inside. I have also been 
going to Camp Wise for six years.

     The small size of our school allows almost everyone to recognize each other.  But 
exactly how much do you know about the faces you see every day? 
     For the next four issues of the Beachcomber, we will profile a randomly picked 
student from each grade.  Freshmen are first.  Using a randomly selected number from a 
calculator, Sam Goldman was the first student selected to share some information with 
the Beachcomber and become more than just that person you see everyday.

STUDENT PrOFILE

Interviewed by Matt Jacobs, Staff Writer
SAM GOLDMAN     At the beginning of this 

school year, BHS began 
contracting its lunch program 
with AVI food systems.  The 
Board of Education felt it was 
time to improve the quality 
and cost-effectiveness of the 
food service. At the same 
time, many students have 
noticed that food prices in the 
cafeteria have gone up. 
     The problem of school 
lunch prices isn’t just in 
Beachwood High School, but 
is occurring across the nation. 
In August 2008, The New York 
Times published an article 
about school lunch prices 
increasing. According to the 
Times, prices have risen as 
“Gas pumps, grocery stores, 
and now school cafeterias…
struggle to pay higher prices 
and delivery fees for staples 
like bread, milk, fresh fruit and 
vegetables.” 
     Cindy Mitheis, District 
Manager for AVI, explains why 
BHS changed the food service, 
“The Board of Education was 
looking for a change because 
they were looking for a high 
quality program, along with 
adding a variety of options.” 
According to Mitheis, the 
Board of Education is very 
satisfied with the new service 
and is continuing to improve 
the program. Even though 
lunch is being provided 
through a contractor, they are 
still obligated to follow the 
wellness program.
     A lot of people are 
questioning the prices of 
the lunches and are getting 
confused about what the food 
service defines as a lunch. 
Mitheis explains that a lunch 
is, “The choice of entrée and 

Lunch prices on the rise
by Rena Andrews. Staff Writer

two sides including tossed salad, 
fresh veggies, hot veggies, pasta 
salad, fresh & canned fruit along 
the featured menu side dishes, 
and a choice of milk.  The price of 
a lunch is $2.60.” But if you want 
to add another entrée to your 
lunch it will cost $1.25 extra. 
     Mitheis explains why they 
do this. “The students were 
only purchasing two entrees, 
were not receiving a complete 
balance meal, and paying $4.40. 
Our a-la-cart pricing structure 
is to encourage the students to 
purchase a balanced meal at 
$2.60.”
     Two students express their 
feelings about these prices. 
Elijah Bahlou states,  “I think they 
are rising along with the price 
of food throughout the United 
States.  I think the food is hard for 
people to afford, but is relevant 
to the economic situation of the 
United States.” 
     Jessica Brickman puts it in 
plain words, “I feel that the lunch 
prices are too high. I feel it is 
ridiculous that a wrap is $4.25. 
Some of the food just doesn’t 
match up with the prices”
     The BHS lunch program has 
two lunch lines. The cafeteria 
line (hot lunch) and the fresh 
line (salads, wraps and specialty 
items).  The fresh line is 
completely a-la-cart. Students are 
starting to complain about the 
prices of lunch even though this 
is a great new program. Cindy 
Mitheis explains how the pricing 
is structured.
     “The labor with benefits is 50% 
of the food services cost. Food 
cost is 40%. Then paper supplies 
and equipment is 21%. The 
Beachwood City School program 
will not make a profit this year. 
11% we are going to lose out.” 

Photo by M
arc Eisenberg

by Lauren Wyman, Staff Writer

JCWA wins UVA conference

WANT YOUR VOICE TO BE HEARD?

THE BEACHCOMBER WELCOMES NEW WRITERS!

CONTACT MR. DAVIS, RUI DAI OR SUZANNE SCHIAVONE FOR 
MORE INFORMATION.
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     It all started with a bang—a 
“Big Bang,” that is.  
     Fifteen billion years ago light, 
matter and energy burst forth 
in a gargantuan explosion of 
space and time.  During this 
fateful microsecond of creation, 
everything that ever was and 
everything that will ever be was 
formed.
     Despite our relative certainty 
about this “Big Bang Theory,” 
great mysteries surround the 
fundamental birth.  Where did 
it come from?  What are the 
conditions of the early Universe?  
What are dark matter and dark 
energy—and how are they 
affecting the Universe today? 
     These questions have baffled 
scientists for decades and 
have evaded any concrete 
explanation or experimental 
evidence…until now.
     The Large Hadron Collider will 
not create a monster black hole 

The Large Hadron Collider      Also, when particles 
collide at such speeds in the 
LHC, the mass and energy 
of the original particles goes 
into the creation of smaller, 
different, constituent particles.  
Massive particle detectors are 
mounted on the LHC runways 
to discover these tiny, resultant 
particles.  Particle physicists 
hope to find one particle in 
particular—the Higgs Boson.
     Aptly dubbed the “God 
Particle,” the Higgs Boson is 
conjectured to be the “missing 
link” that connects Quantum 
Mechanics and Special 
Relativity—two theories that 
have been feuding since their 
inceptions.  
    This particle and its 
respective field are said to give 
matter mass. How exactly the 
Higgs boson does this is rather 
complex; certain particles 
interact with an all-encom-
passing field known as the 
“Higgs field” in different ways.  

Science 
Corner

capable of consuming Europe.  
Nor will it blow up the entire Earth. 
But it will recreate the conditions 
of the Big Bang in order to grapple 
with these essential questions.    
     The LHC, or Large Hadron 
Collider, is a gigantic particle 
accelerator that spans between 
France and Switzerland.  This 
machine, basically, smash hadrons 
(tiny particles) together to see 
what happens.  
     There is a greater purpose to 
this seemingly silly concept.  By 
accelerating particles up to the 
speed of light, the LHC gives the 
hadrons enormous amounts of 
energy.  When two particles of 
such energies collide, the resultant 
temperature is comparable to  
that of the Big Bang.  Hence, by 
observing the behavior of hadrons 
in such high temperatures, particle 
physicists can learn how similar 
particles acted during the first 
seconds of the Big Bang.  

4The Beachcomber

by Lauren Wyman, Staff Writer

Those 
particles 
that 
can travel 
through the 
field without 
being affected are 
massless, like photons 
and neutrinos.  Those 
particles that cannot travel 
through the field without 
being affected are mass-
ful, like protons, neutrons, 
electrons.    
   If the Higgs boson is found 
or if it is not found, the Large 
Hadron Collider will have 
pushed humans to the brink 
of revolutionary scientific 
discovery.  
     Who ever knew that 
smashing things together 
could be so…scientific?      

     “Never, ever give up,” 
emphasized Stanley Bernath, 
a Holocaust survivor, during 
his speech Mr. Greg Deegan’s 
Human Rights and Conflicts 
classes.  
     Born in Oradea, Romania, 
Bernath was forced into a Jewish 
ghetto in 1941. Later, Bernath 
was taken to Auschwitz, where 
he stayed until he was taken 
to Maulthausen.  At the end of 
the war, allied soldiers liberated 
him from the camp.  Out of the 
original 35,000 Jews who were 
taken to the Ghetto in Oradea, 
Bernath was one of the only 
3,500 to survive the Holocaust.          
     In 1946, Bernath moved to 
the United States and eventually 
Cleveland.  Here, Bernath 
embodied another important 
message that he tried to pass 
onto his captivated audience.  
He was adamant about the fact 
that since he was released, he 
has held the belief that one 
musts “Look ahead…don’t live 
in the past.”  Bernath still works 
twelve to fourteen hour days, 
started his own successful 
company, Larmco Windows, and 
expressed that though he won’t 
forget what happened to him, 
he doesn’t dwell on it.  
     Deegan’s students were 
clearly touched, inspired, and 
impressed by the way that 
Bernath held himself and told 
the story of his past.  To have 
been able to meet an individual 
who lived through the horrors 
that the class had learned about 
struck a chord with the students 
and made everything much 
more real.  As senior Akilah 
Porter expressed, “I liked how he 
doesn’t hold grudges.  It’s easy 
to stay mad at someone…but 
he doesn’t live his life based on 
what happens, he looks to the 
future.”   

Holocaust 
survivor’s message

by Suzanne Schiavone, 
Staff Writer

New driver’s guide to Beachwood
     Congratulations. After many 
years of eager anticipation, you 
finally got your license.  Before 
you hit the road with your 
friends, there is some important 
information you should know.  
Car accidents are the number 
one killer of teenagers in the 
United States, and here in 
Beachwood there are a few 
things you can do to help you 
stay safe during your first years 
of driving. 
     The streets of Beachwood 
can get very busy, and to an 
inexperienced driver, they can 
be very dangerous. According 
to the Beachwood Police traffic 
accident summary report, 
the most dangerous streets 

by Jackson Hyams, Staff Writer

     On Wednesday November 12, the BHS 
administrators delivered a presentation 
to students about school security. That 
same day, a 15-year-old girl was shot 
and killed in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.  
Unfortunately, many in our school don’t 
make the connection between bullying 
and school violence.
     Like most schools, Beachwood High 
School has had incidents of bullying 
reported. Luckily, very few kids in our 
school get harassed on a daily basis; 
however,  there are some who get 
tortured. 
     Lauren Broderick, director of pupil 
services, recently presented information 
about bullying to Beachwood staff.  She 
focused on how to stop bullying and 
why it’s so crucial to do so. Another point 
she tried to get across was how most 
school shootings are directly linked to 
some sort of harassment.  
     In order to deal with bullying, she 
said, “ We need to deal with the bully 
directly… We need to teach kids to stick 
up for the victim, and show that bullying 
is not acceptable.”
     Broderick said, “ All schools are 
potentially at risk for a school shooting, 
but we are better prepared than 
most schools. We have a phenomenal 

District addresses bullying

in Beachwood are Chagrin, 
Richmond, and Cedar.  According 
to Commander Sullivan of the 
Beachwood Police Department, 
many of the accidents on Cedar 
are caused by elderly drivers 
pulling in and out of health care 
and assisted living facilities. 
     

Along with the most dangerous 
streets, the Beachwood Police 
traffic accident summary 
report also identifies the most 
dangerous driving times.  In 
2007, the most accidents 

occurred between 5 and 6 PM.  
Most accidents occur on Fridays, 
due to commuters who make 
reckless decisions in their rush 
to get home for the weekend. 
     Senior Doug Rosenthal was 
very excited when he first 
started driving, but he feels that 
“Richmond and Cedar are hectic 
during rush hour”, and “a left 
turn from a side street onto a 
main road can be challenging.”  
Fortunately, Doug has never 
been involved in a car accident, 
and he feels safe and confident 
behind the wheel.    
     Getting your license is a 
very important part of every 
teenager’s life, but many 
responsibilities come along with 
driving.  

relationship with Beachwood’s police 
department, and have a good plan in 
case of a shooting.” 
     Another point she mentioned was 
how the bullies—not the bullied--
are statistically shown to be more 
prone to using drugs and alcohol. She 
commented, “Research shows that there 
are certain behaviors that go hand in 
hand with bullying. However, we’re not 
certain if one affects the other.” 
     Guidance Counselor Carol Grooms 
commented that bullies tend to target 
kids who are perceived to be different.  
She said, “I think that acting or looking 
different than other kids indicates (in a 
bully’s mind) that it might be easier to 
harass them.”
     While some may feel that school 
security is the most important factor to 
consider when assessing risk of school 
shootings.  Grooms points out that, 
when assessing risk, “there are always 
conditions that are not considered…. 
For example: home relationships and 
history of mental health problems.”  
     Research, statistics, and even more 
importantly the history of school 
shootings should serve as a constant 
reminder to us that bullying can be 
more harmful then we can imagine. 

by Jeremy Weberman, Staff Writer
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November / December 2008 Calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Fall Play Tech 
Week Begins

2 3
Winter Sports 
Pictures (3:00pm)

4
Student Open 
Forum

5
Fall Play: Heaven 
Can Wait 
(8:00pm)

6
SAT Testing

Fall Play: Heaven 
Can Wait

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
ACT Testing

14 15
Choir Legacy 
Performance

16 17 18 19 20
Winter Break 
Begins

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 1 2 3 4

5
Last Day of 
Winter Break

6
Day back from 
Winter Break!

7 8 9 10 11

Reminders:
•	 The	Class	of	2010	is	working	on	the	winter	sports	program.		If	you	would	like	to	place	an	ad,	contact	please	Brittany	Crosby.
•	 All	classes	are	coming	up	with	spirit	week	ideas.		If	you	have	an	idea,	contact	one	of	your	class	representatives.
•	 Seniors:	Yearbook	Surveys	and	baby	photos	are	due!		Please	see	Abby	Rubin	or	Nerissa	Darvin	for	more	information.
•	 If	you	would	like	to	have	an	event	put	on	this	calendar,	please	contact	Rui	Dai	or	Suzanne	Schiavone

What was the date of your 
child’s birth? 
     October 28, 2008 at 12:19 AM
What is her name? 
     Her name is Penelope Anne.
What is the origin of the name?
     Penelope is of Greek origin, 
and...has come to signify a loyal, 
capable, and clever woman.
     Anne is of Hebrew origin, and 
its meaning is “of Grace”.  [We] 
felt this name was...appropriate 
because my wife’s name is 
Grace.... it is a common belief 
that Anne was the name of the 
woman who mothered the Virgin 
Mary.
Size and weight? 
     6 pounds 8 ounces and 19 and 3/4 inches.
How do you think it will affect your job as a teacher?
     The birth of my child will help me to empathize with my students’ 
parents.  I hope her life will help me to better relate to their plight and 
aspirations.  Additionally, I believe her life will enhance my ability and 
motivation to foster students who will positively contribute to the society in 
which my daughter lives.
How do you think having a baby will affect your life/how has it affected 
your life already?
     I am certain that my life has changed forever.  It now has a better defined 
purpose and will forever more be lived intentionally, on the behalf of 
another person.  Plus, I’m really tired.

David Reiser
What was the date of your child’s birth? 
     October 20th, 2008 at 12:07 a.m.
What is his/her name? 
     Arlo Rein Butler
What is the origin of the name?
     Old English.  Only significance is that it is unique in the 
U.S.
Size and weight? 
     8 lbs. even and 20.5 inches
How do you think it will affect your job as a teacher?
     So far, nothing has suffered in terms of grading or 
teaching.  I am just very tired.
How do you think having a baby will affect your life/

how has it affected your life 
already?

     It has opened my 
eyes up to the true 

definition of 
responsibility.  

Todd Butler

Congratulations!

English Teacher Todd Butler sings to his new baby, Arlo Rein Butler.

Jennifer Tobin

Penelope Anne Reiser smiles in her dreams

What was the date of your child’s birth?   
Tuesday, September 30, 2008
What is her name? Katherine Anna Tobin
What is the origin of the name? Greek, meaning “pure”
Size and weight? 19 inches, 6 pounds, 6 ounces
How do you think it will affect your job as a teacher?  
Having children of my own will help me to relate to the 
students better.  I understand the need to balance your life 

at work (school) with your life at home.  However, I also think that being a 
teacher will help me to be a better, and more aware, mother.
How do you think having a baby will affect your life/how has it 
affected your life already? 
Having a child is beautiful.  It has helped me to become patient and 
compassionate.  I find that I am more sensitive than ever.  I’ve even cried 
because of a commercial or a song on the radio!  Having two children has 
also forced me to become more efficient with my time.
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The smell of burning hot dogs 
was not enough to overcome 
the sound of arguments 
between students, mothers, 
grandmothers, and a mysterious 
man in a trench coat.  It 
was Election Day in front of 
Beachwood High School.
 Supporters from both 
the Students for Obama and the 
Young Republicans’ 
Club crowded the 
sidewalks and 
parking lot to 
show support for 
their respective 
candidates. 
The Republicans 
arrived at 6:30 am, 
setting up a tailgate 
party and organizing 
their campaign 
literature.
With their early 
turnout of around 
fifteen students, the 
Republicans had an 
edge. Securing 
campaign 
strongholds along the sidewalk, 
along with key parking spots, 
they were able to gain attention 
with their free hot dogs and their 
blasting of Toby Keith’s “Courtesy 
Of The Red, White And Blue.” 
Around eleven o’clock, the 
Democratic students were 
dropped off alone, and were 
immediately provoked into 
arguments by the Republicans. 
When the Democratic students’ 
campaign coordinator arrived, 
they were pulled away, and 
told to set up signs as their 
coordinator went to speak with 
the Republican students.
As the coordinator approached, 

she began questioning the 
students’ motives. Ethan Isaacson, 
one of the clubs’ founders, 
was quick to argue. As their 
quarrel mounted, a Democratic 
senior citizen and a young 
Republican were close to physical 
confrontation.  The woman bitterly 
walked away.
Until the Democratic campaign 

coordinator came back, the 
students argued. When it came to 
political ideology, friends turned 
against one another.
When the liberal campaign 
coordinator came back with other 
supporters, they approached 
me, asking all sorts of questions, 
attempting to associate me with a 
group. I began sense a smugness 
about them that disgusted me.
All of a sudden Beachwood High 
School’s head custodian came out 
and forced all groups to take down 
all campaign posters, stirring up 
even more tension. 
Later on, after the students ran 
out of things to argue about, they 

began playing cornhole and 
football.  The plot thickened. An 
unidentified man calling himself, 
“Joe the Trench Coat” arrived 
with graphic campaign material 
on the issue of late-term 
abortion. This man was around 
5’6, with five o’ clock shadow 
and a long trench coat–a truly 
eerie character.
He was able to gain attention by 
passing out this material, pulling 
on the moral fiber of the voters 
as they approached the polls.  
From my point of view (and the 
Constitution), his literature was 
legally permissible, yet ethically 
problematic. An illustration 
portrayed a black and white 
text-book drawing of an 
abortionist surgically removing a 
fully-developed baby.
Apparently, someone was 
offended enough to call the 
police, bringing more attention 
to the mysterious man. 
Within ten 
minutes, four 
policemen 
were on 
the scene 
investigating. 
Obviously, 
they could not 
do anything. 
Yet they did 
seem to be 
trying to 
strong-arm 
the man into 
submission. 
This would 
not be 
possible with 
“Joe,” who said, 
“I will fight for 
what I believe 

in until Obama’s police arrest 
and kill me.”
With this announcement, a 
crowd of interested students 
crowded around. Joe began 
preaching ultra conservative 
views to anyone who would 
listen, offending some and 
encouraging others.
 As a whole, this day 
was not a waste for anyone 
involved. In my opinion, it 
shows that students involved 
in both parties have no clue 
what they are talking about; it 
takes a mature and balanced 
individual to make an 
unbiased decision regarding 
political views. In reality, this 
clarity has not yet reached 
many of these students, who 
follow a political view based 
on its popularity, the opinions 
of others, and a lack of full 
understanding of the facts.

by Marc Eisenberg, Staff Writer

Mr. Perse: However you view the outcome, it certainly has to be considered a historic day, despite all the political 
issues. Certainly the new president, whatever the outcome would have been, is going to have some serious issues 
to face and we have to be patient.

Mr. Deegan: I was inspired to see a lot of people get interested... There was a heightened sense of 
connections to the candidates, especially with Barack because he targeted young people. There 
were certainly more young people involved, and that was good.

Kevin Moss: The election of the 44th president, Barack Obama, will benefit the United States greatly in many ways.  First 
of all, he represents the common folk and understands the hardships the American people are experiencing…..Secondly, 
he cares about the environment and will not abuse his power so that the oil industries will benefit….He understands the 
different backgrounds in America, and in order for this country to run smoothly, we all need to just get along.

Jeremy Weberman: Like many, I feel that Obama will be a highly successful 
president and will hopefully bring about an economical and racial renaissance.

Brett Leikin: Barack Obama has shown that minorities in our country can become 
whatever they want if they work hard enough and that’s what makes this country 
so special.

Danny rose: America showed its true colors…when a black man became President of the United States.  Within 
one persons’ lifetime, America has gone from lynching incidents to having a black president.  As MLK would say, this 
moment showed us that at last America could put race aside and judge a man by the quality of his character instead 
of the color of his skin.  We all may not agree with his policies, but this man has been elected the leader of the free 
world fair and square, and we need to show respect.

Mr. A: I hope that the country can come together and give Obama a chance before pre-judging 
him based on his party.

Jade Fergusan: My opinion on this election was that it was a part of 
history.  Who would have thought that there would be an African American 
Presidential candidate, and a female Vice Presidential candidate?

Nolan Kahn: I really feel as if this election wasn’t won fair.  I feel as if ACORN rigged the election by bribing 
people to vote, and also, registering people more than once.  Although I am a Republican, I will support Barack 
Obama because he is our leader, and I am an American.

rena Andrews: I am very happy Barack Obama won, not because of his color, but because it was time for a 
change…. I was also pleased with McCain’s speech.  He was very accepting of the outcome of the election.

Senior Bynne Sekerak and freshman Elijah Balogh examine at 
the graphic material given out by “Joe the Trench Coat,” while 
“Joe” is being intimidated by the police in the background.

Junior Ethan Isaacson argues with Democratic campaign coordinator.

What teachers and students are saying about the election

Photos by M
arc Eisenberg

Election Day at BHS Turns Into Battle Royal
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      A survey was conducted through First Class BHS 
News for this issue concerning whether the college 
decisions of the Class of 2009 were altered by the 
financial crisis. Three questions were asked:

1) Is your family directly affected by the financial 
crisis? (Loss of jobs, loss of money in stock market, 
income reduced, etc.?)
2) Did your parents plan a college savings account 
for you?
3) Are any of your college choices affected by the 
financial crisis?
     
     A large proportionate of the responders (79.2%) 
voiced that their parents had planned a college 
savings account for them, while there appeared to 
be little gap between those whose families were 
directly effected by the financial crisis and whose 

Financial crisis effect 
senior college choices?

     As the economic crisis began, many adults 
worried about their children’s futures and their 
own retirements. They were worried about home 
foreclosures and property values, as well as 
retirement funds. But the inevitable question for 
their children is “how are schools being affected?” 
      While the state has already implemented 
some school budget cuts, Beachwood has yet 
to be directly affected. If our district were forced 
to make budget cuts, Michelle Mills, the school 
board treasurer said, “we won’t get rid of anything 
that makes us Beachwood Schools.” And if there 
were cuts, “We’d just tighten our belts,” meaning 
that the cuts would hopefully be small. 
     When asked whether Beachwood would 
experience drastic cuts, Mills responded “We’re 
fortunate.” 
     However, the introduction of the school’s 
levy, which was supposed to be on the ballot in 
November, has been pushed to a later date. Also, 
if there were a “tangible public tax” our school 
district could “lose a lot of money.” Luckily this 
is only a possibility right now and something 
schools just need to be wary of. 
     So, what can students do to help themselves 
in the face of the current economic standing? 
Michelle Mills gives this advice to students, “get 
a good education, become creative thinkers, 
entrepreneurs, and you have to be life long 

learners.” 
      In this day and 
age, teenagers can 
look forward to the 
creation of more 
jobs in the future. 
There is so much 
more technology 
to work with that 
as long as teens are 
able to be creative, 
the number of jobs 
will rise to match 
their potential. 

How the economy 
effects Beachwood 
Schools
by Rachael Silver, Staff Writer

Financial Crisis Analysis
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by Rui Dai, Staff Writer

     Imagine that you are an adult, 
sitting at home on a normal day, 
when your young daughter brings 
you the mail. You look through the 
letters and find one from the bank. 
You open it curiously, read it, and start 
to cry. Your daughter asks you what is 
wrong. You don’t want to tell her. You 
never want to tell her; they are taking 

your home away from you. 
     A foreclosure happens when a 
homeowner cannot continue to pay 
the mortgage to the bank or taxes 
to the city. Although Beachwood 
does not suffer from as many 
foreclosures as surrounding cities, 
every now and then a foreclosed 
house in Beachwood will be emptied 
of its occupants. So far in 2008, only 
about three foreclosures have been 
processed in Beachwood, while 
many more have occurred in Shaker 
Heights.
     Most people in Beachwood, if their 
house is under foreclosure, do not 
have to be kicked out of their home, 
because in most Beachwood cases 
the owners have filed for bankruptcy.  
According to Beachwood City 
building commissioner William B. 
Griswold, “the bank of foreclosure 
steps in. The people pay up. They pay 
the docket, and they get their houses 
back”. Those ‘potential’ foreclosures 
happen in many cases. Griswold said, 
the number of “those that initiate 

college decisions have changed because of the crisis. 53.1% opposed to 49.0% said that their families were directly affected and 49.0% 
of the students who took the survey voiced that their college decisions were affected by the crisis compared to 53.1% who said that 
their decisions were not.  Senior Jeremy Harris commented that “I have had to significantly re-evaluate my college search because of the 
financial crisis.”

FORECLOSUREITIS:  Is Beachwood at 
risk of developing the new disease?

by Caren Feldman, Staff Writer

procedures, [there is] maybe a couple 
dozen- Maybe half of that.” 
     So why are there so few foreclosures 
in Beachwood? Griswold gives a couple 
reasons:  “Beachwood is a desirable 
place to be. There are city services and 
a low tax system.” Those extras make it 
easier to keep a home while still paying 
off its mortgage. Also, “housing pricing 
is higher because of its school system, 
and that makes a little more stabililty 
in Beachwood than in adjacent cities”, 
so most of the time only people who 
can afford a house easily move to 
Beachwood, and since the more money 
one has, the less chance of falling into 
foreclosure.
     Foreclosure is an epidemic sweeping 
the nation. One cause of the crisis is 
that people who wanted a home but 
could not afford one could buy one 
because the Government “lowered the 
standard for people to get loans that 
they were not able to afford ten years 
ago.” 
      Griswold goes on to explain, “All 
these 0% downs [for homes] make 
it easier for people who can’t afford 
homes to get homes” and when they 
cannot pay off the mortgage, it gets 
taken away from them.
      In the future, the number of 
foreclosures in 
America will 
skyrocket unless 
a solution is 
found. In regards 
to the wave of 
foreclosures 
sweeping the 
nation, Griswold 
confirms that, 
“Beachwood will 
be touched, but 
less than other 
cities.” 

“Although Beachwood 
does not suffer from 
as many foreclosures 
as surrounding cities, 
every now and then 
a foreclosed house... 
will be emptied of its 

occupants.”
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N      During the town hall 
debate between Senators 
John McCain and Barack 
Obama, they were asked 
what caused the current 
economic crisis. Was it 
corporate greed, the fault 
of the consumer, the fault 
of the government, or 
banks turning a blind eye 
and swimming in their 
profits? Both presidential 
candidates pointed the 
blame away from the 
consumer and towards 
the banks. It isn’t that the 
candidates lied, it’s that 
they did not tell the whole 
truth.
     This crisis can be 
traced back to the Carter 
Administration as well 
as the beginning of the 
Clinton Administration. 

Who Caused the Housing Crisis?
by Ben Milgrom, Staff Writer

Noel Sheppard, a writer for NewsBusters.
com, explained that, “1977’s Community 
Reinvestment Act…required banks and 
savings institutions to make loans to the 
lower-income areas in the communities 
they served.” Alan Greenspan, who was the 
Federal Reserve Board Chairman during the 
Clinton Era, decided to put interest levels at 
a very low rate. The creation of sub prime 
mortgages added fuel to the fire. A sub prime 
mortgage is designed for people with bad 
credit and is set at a higher rate that is not 
fixed.
     Now imagine, Joe Smith just got out of 

Dear Editor,
      This is in response to the 
article “Is Summer Reading 
Necessary?” from last issue.  The 
article argues that summer 
reading is “excessive, boring, and 
stressful.”  Although the article 
does concede that summer 
reading is necessary, I feel as if 
the concession was thrown in 
at the end to give more credit 
to the article.  I also feel as if 
the information gathered isn’t 
representative of all students 
because I can tell you that I, for 
one, feel that while summer 
reading is a bit of a hassle at the 
end of the summer, it is very easy 
to relax all summer long without 
thinking about it.  
      I am sure that Beachwood 
students do not go home during 
the summer and immediately 
start thinking about summer 
reading.  Over two and a half 
months, reading two books 
is not that big of a deal.  On 
top of having a long time to 
do the reading, the summer 
assignments are almost always 
graded on a less intensive scale 
than is to be used with other 
assignments. I personally use 
this to ease myself into the 
school year and figure out what 
kind of writing the teacher likes.  
Because of all of this, I view 
summer reading assignments 
as more of a helpful tool than 
the “excessive” abomination this 
article paints them to be.

college, he is making 
$40,000 a year with no 
sense of job security, 
he has bad credit, and 
the housing market is 
booming. He decides to 
buy a $350,000 house 
with four bedrooms for 
the simple reason that 
he can. A little later, 
he loses his job, can’t 
pay back his mortgage 
and the bank seizes his 
house. In other words, 
whose fault was this 
debacle?  Everyone’s.
     Joe Smith should 
have been smart 
enough to know that 
he could not afford the 
expensive house on 
such a low salary, the 
bank shouldn’t have 
lent him money in the 
first place, and the 
housing market was a 
bubble that was sure 
to pop. As the bubble 
burst, homeowners 
without fixed rates saw 
their rates skyrocket, 
and suddenly they 
couldn’t pay the bank 
back. So why did all of 
this happen if it could 
have been prevented so 
easily?
     The Letter to the 

Editors: 
Summer Reading
by Book Lover     On November 4, 2008 at 

six o’ clock a.m., my parents 
went to vote.  They wanted 
to go early so that they 
could be among the first 
to vote and I tagged along 
so that I could experience 
this important moment 
in history.  As we drove 
through the Beachwood 
High School parking lot, we 
were surprised to see that it 
was almost full.  Although 
the poles would not open 
until six-thirty a.m., many 
people were already there 
and had formed a line.  As 
they waited, everyone was 
talking to one another and 
seemed very excited about 
voting in the presidential 
election.  Since it was early, 
there was no campaigning 
out front as I had seen 
during other elections Only 
the signs in the grass and 
the diminutive American 
flags waving in the breeze 
gave evidence that an 
election was even taking 
place.  However, the lack 
of campaigning did not 
seem to matter, as everyone 
appeared to know who or 
what they were voting for.  
     As we walked in the front 
doors, the smell of baked 
goods and hot coffee filled 
the air. Weary people lined 
the halls, drinking hot 
coffee, debating about the 
candidates, and engaging in 

An election experience
by Jade Ferguson, Staff Writer

small talk. Someone remarked, 
“Today is the day we all take 
place in history”.   For the 
first time ever, a potential 
African American presidential 
nominee and a potential 
female Vice-Presidential 
candidate were on the ballot.  
     While waiting to be called 
by street to go and vote, one 
person grumbled from the 
front of the line that, “If you 
can make a man walk on the 
moon, you should be able 
to run an election”.   Another 
older gentleman patiently said 
that he was determined to wait 
no matter how long it took.   
Laughing, a woman replied 
to no one in particular, “There 
was no way that I would miss 
out on this election no matter 
how much my feet hurt. If I 
had to wait, and this line was 
wrapped around the building 
and past all these houses, I 
would pack a lunch and wait”.
     As I walked inside I was 
greeted with smiles of the 
poll workers.  They, too, were 
excited and anxious to help.  
Different people walk through 
the door—whites, blacks, 
teenagers, adults, senior 
citizens, males and females.   
There was no tension.  It 
seemed that everyone was 
at ease and focused on 
cooperation.  People had their 
I.D. in hand, all ready to go. 
     “May I have your I.D.?” a poll 
worker asked me.

government accused 
the banks of not lending 
money to minorities 
in a practice known as 
redlining. Policy makers 
felt that everyone has the 
right to own a house. The 
government said that if 
these banks continued to 
redline, the government 
would intervene and shut 
them down. Additionally, 
the housing bubble was 
exacerbated as illegal 
immigrants came to the 
United States and worked 
for contractors building 
houses faster and cheaper. 
These illegal aliens would 
work at $14 an hour while 
the minimum wage set by 
the carpenters union was 
$22 an hour.
     If one looks at cities 
like Las Vegas, Nevada or 
Miami, Florida, the effects 
of the housing bubble are 
unambiguous.  Both in Las 
Vegas and Miami, housing 
prices were skyrocketing, 
and people kept buying 
based on the assumption 
that house prices were to 
keep on going up. As with 
all bubbles, they burst. 
Las Vegas and Miami are 
two of the hardest hit 
cities and now one in 65 

houses and one in 240 houses 
in the respective cities are in 
foreclosure.  
     The involvement of 
corporate greed can also 
be easily seen. Banks would 
lend money to a potential 
homeowner, and then Fannie 
Mae would buy that loan from 
the bank. The bank would 
make their commission and 
Fannie Mae would be stuck 
with the soon to be bad loan.  
It is true that Fannie Mae was 
to only accept “good loans,” 
but these good loans were 
given faulty ratings.
      So how does all of this 
affect you?  Well, due to the 
credit crunch, banks are 
stingier with their money. If 
you plan on attending college 
or graduate school and you 
can’t afford it, you would 
normally take out a student 
loan. But due to the credit 
crisis, you can still take out a 
loan, but with a much higher 
interest rate. So instead of 
coming out of medical school 
with $100,000 in student 
loan debt, you might be have 
$150,000 of debt.  And since 
it is going to be harder to find 
a job, you will hold onto that 
debt for longer and it will only 
get worse from there.

      “No,” I laughed.  “I wish, but I’m only 
fourteen”.   I walked away as my father 
went to go vote.  It was a traditional 
ballot--three sheets of white paper 
with fill-in the- bubble ovals like the 
scantron tests.  After it was filled in, the 
ballot was fed through the scanner and 
they had officially voted.  As people 
walked out of the room they received 
stickers saying I VOTED TODAY.  Many 
blushed and smiled as they placed 
stickers upon purses, t-shirts, coats, 
and even ties. The looks on their faces 
resembled little kids after their teacher 
placed a sticker on their A-plus paper, 
saying “Good job!”    
     Standing in the middle of the room, 
I felt that it was an honor to be there 
and, even though I could not vote, 
I knew that I was taking part in a 
historical event. I will remember this 
day for the rest of my life and I will 
try to explain the experience that my 
parents shared with me to my children 
and my grandchildren. 
     “Seeing the election and the 
outcome reinforced the love I had for 
America that I thought I lost,” explained 
my father. 
     My mother responded, “I voted not 
because it was expected of me but 
because I expect it of myself.  A lot of 
people before me did not have this 
privilege and I was not going to take 
this for granted.” This caused me to 
reflect on what my great-grandmother 
had explained to me about her 
experience with poll taxes, and the 
difficulties of voting in the South.  
     That day my parents explained 
something important to me.  I was part 
of something bigger than an election.  
It was more than simply an election; 
it was about neighbors peacefully 
coming together for the common good 
of America. 
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The Beachcomber Editorial Policy

The Beachcomber, through its editorial pages, provides an open forum for 
student expression. This newspaper is equally dedicated to affording an op-
portunity to all BHS students, staff, alumni, parents, and community residents 
to express their opinions on these pages.

All unsigned editorials appearing in The Beachcomber represent the opinions 
of the editorial board. They do not necessarily reflect the views of the student 
body, the staff, or the administration of Beachwood High School. 

The Beachcomber welcomes all letters to the editor, whether critical, compli-
mentary, or informative. They must be signed, although names will be withheld 
upon request in cases that may be awkward or embarrassing to the writer. Let-
ters should be addressed to The Beachcomber, 25100 Fairmount Blvd., Beach-
wood, OH, 44122, or delivered to the editors or a secretary in the main office, 
attention Suzanne Schiavone. To contact Beachcomber adviser Josh Davis, 
please email him at jmd@bw.beachwood.k12.oh.us.

The Beachcomber Staff 

Beachwood High School
25100 Fairmount Boulevard
Beachwood, OH 44122

Editor-in-Chief -- Content  Suzanne Schiavone
Editor-in-Chief -- Layout  Rui Dai
Op-Ed Editor   Matt Baron
News Editor    Brynne Sekerak
Features Editor   Lauren Wyman
Sports Editor   Brett Leikin, Kevin Moss
A&E Editor    Akilah Porter
Photography Editor  Marc Eisenberg
Adviser    Josh Davis

Every issue, the Beachcomber 
Editoral Staff comes to a 
consensus on a topic, and 
publishes an unsigned editorial 
which takes a position on that 
topic.

In our culture, it is not only 
normal to hear of teens 
drinking, smoking, or doing 
drugs, but also expected. 
Despite the number of times 
others warn us about the 
troubling effects of substance 
abuse, we, as a generation, 
continue to tell ourselves that 
we are untouchable and can 
do whatever we want. While 
the use of drugs or alcohol is 
clearly destructive, and the 
Beachcomber is not trying to 
endorse it, we are aware that it 
is close to impossible to change 
the minds of our peers through 
one editorial.  Nevertheless we 

would like to encourage our 
peers to make more responsible 
decisions.     
First and foremost, if anyone is 
going to make a bad decision, 
they should at least do it outside 
of school.  This is particularly 
relevant in light of recent events. 
While sometimes it may seem 
as though they don’t know 
what goes on in the private 
lives of teenagers, our teachers 
are smarter than we give them 
credit for and can tell when 
students are under the influence. 
Furthermore, if a student has to 
be intoxicated while at school 
this is suggestive of how bad 
their problem is; why can’t they 
just wait until they go home at 
the very least?  If a teen can’t get 
through the whole school day 
without getting high, how is he 
or she going to survive college or 

at their job?  

When it comes time for school 
dances, even though we know 
that school officials will be on 
the lookout for intoxicated 
students and that police will 
be in attendance, there are still 
those students who come drunk 
or high.  This again connects 
back to the idea that we believe 
we are untouchable. Because 
we go to Beachwood, because 
nothing has happened as a result 
before, because the punishment 
is never that bad, students don’t 
care and do whatever they want.  
And yet again, there is no reason 
why students can’t wait until 
they get to whatever after party 
they may be attending—it has to 
be right away.    
Additionally, while it can be fun 
to look at pictures on Facebook 
or similar sites, do you really 
need or want to see pictures 
of kids smoking or drinking?  

Everyone knows it happens, we 
don’t need a visual.  And with 
the new version of Facebook, 
it is possible to see albums 
of people who you may not 
even be friends with.  That 
means the same is true for 
others looking at your pictures.  
Furthermore, with colleges 
getting more selective, the last 
thing we+ need to be doing is 
giving them more reasons why 
not to let us in.  
Similarly, the basis for SADD 
is that it is a group of kids 
“against destructive decisions”.  
So when students who 
blatantly don’t follow this ideal 
join, it is not only hypocritical 
but disrespectful and mocking.  
Even if you are merely joining 
to put on college applications, 
join a club whose principles 
you share. 

     Martin Luther King, Jr., was 
a courageous and hopeful 
man who brought change to 
America to an extent that no 
one could imagine. He stood up 
against injustice and demanded 
equality through peaceful 
demonstrations. He fought for 
African Americans, whose voices 
had been drowned through 
the chaos produced by evil 
oppression. 
     He brought pride to black 
adults and inspiration to youth. 
He went down in history 
as a great, honorable man. 
Unfortunately, when he died, 
the hope for a better tomorrow 
for African Americans died with 
him. When a king dies though, 
an heir takes his place, and forty 
years later, President-Elect Barack 
Obama revived that hope and 
pride for the black community.  
      “It’s been a long time coming, 
but tonight… change has come 
to America,” announced Barack 
Obama, quoting a Sam Cook 
single from the Civil Rights 
Movement era. For African 
Americans, change meant equal 
opportunity and improvement 
in black neighborhoods, which 

were destroyed 
by the MLK riots 
and insufficient 
government 

funding for black communities.
     After King’s assassination, 
riots ensued because many 
African Americans were angry 
that another black leader was 
killed in pursuit of equality. It was 
about ten years later that crime 
began to poison some black 
communities along with an ailing 
educational systems, drugs and 
disease. 
     “We felt despair, there was no 
hope, no advancement. We lost 
the opportunity to grow as a 
neighborhood,” said my father, 
Clyde Porter, who grew up in East 
Cleveland during that era. 
     Porter saw the desolation in 
his neighborhood and didn’t like 
what happened. He later moved 
out to a community that was 
predominately white to escape 
the increasingly dangerous city, 
which he still has fond memories 
of and love for. 
     My father was a huge Barack 
supporter.  When he won, all he 
could say was “Wow.” 
     He was feeling what many 
other blacks expressed through 
tears of relief including prominent 
figures like Jessie Jackson, Roland 

A Dream Come True
by Akilah Porter, Staff Writer

Martin and Oprah Winfrey.
      “I’m telling you, if this were 
not the outcome, I would 
be doing this show from 
Northwestern Hospital with 
a drip today” Oprah said to 
a Chicago Tribune Reporter, 
“But my deepest hope is that 
in the days and weeks ahead 
we will all come together with 
the same renewed spirit that 
we took to the polls because 
we need each other now 
more than ever.” 
Like Oprah, many African 
Americans have high 
confidence in what Barack 
represents for the entire 
race. We feel that Obama will 
inspire young black males 
in a positive way, proving 
that blacks can reach any 
heights including becoming 
President of the United States. 
According to senior Jenae 
Valentine, “Obama represents 
a break in the stereotype 
that black men can’t achieve 
beyond certain lengths.”
     Barack isn’t the only 
Obama who is recognized as 
a role model for black youth. 
Michelle Obama is a strong 
black woman, who African 
American women around her 
age and especially connect 

with. She also came from 
a black neighborhood 
that also underwent King 
Riots. She is well educated, 
successful and extremely 
fashionable too. Together, 
Barack and Michelle Obama-
-the dynamic duo--can 
accomplish anything.  
There is an image being 
passed around the black 
community that displays 
exactly what African 
Americans feel. The heads 
of Martin Luther King and 
Barack Obama are placed 
next to each other. Above 
King’s head reads, “ I had a 
Dream” and beneath Barack’s 
head sprawls the words, “ I 
am the Dream”. Like the song 
goes, “We Shall Overcome,” 
but no more do African 
Americans wonder “some 
day?”… we now declare 
proudly,  “today!”
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The 
BISON 
BeAT

Macbeth
September 24 - November 7 
Playhouse Square
Variouos showings

Sara Bareilles
November 3
House of Blues
7:00pm

A Chorus Line
October 14 - October 26 Playhouse SquareVarious showings

Coldplay
October 21 
Quicken Loans Arena
7:30pm

Jack’s Mannequin
November 10
Grog Shop
6:30pm

Cobra Starship 
October 12
House of Blues
6:00pm

Carlos Mencia
November 13
Playhouse Square 
8:00pm

The 
BISON
ScrAmBle

K U P I N P M

_  _  _  _  _  _  _

R E T Y U K

_  _  _  _  _  _  

G I L R I P M

_  _  _  _  _  _  _

P E N C I O R A O C

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _

M I F A Y L

_  _  _  _  _  _  

B O V R E N E M 

_   _   _   _   _   _   _  _   

THEME: 

“Thanksgiving”

Think you have what it takes to unscramble these 
words?

Be the first to e-mail the correct answers to Suzanne 
Schiavone , Editor, and win a free smoothie courtesy of 

The Beachcomber Staff. 

     The current President of the United States: 
we all know him. He has been the butt of 
countless political jokes and his approval 
ratings are currently the lowest for any 
president in American history. 
     Now that Barack Obama is the president-
elect, George W. Bush has all but been 
forgotten. News pages now rarely mention 
our current president, and when they do, it 
is usually to crack a joke on “W” in a political 
cartoon picturing a dwarfish, pointy-nosed 
monkey who can’t seem to grasp common 
sense. 
     Consequently, it is perhaps appropriate 
that “W.” has reached theaters at this time—to 
remind the American public that in the 
months before Barack Obama can reach the 
Oval Office, there is another who still sleeps in 
the White House.
     Surprisingly, Oliver Stone portrays George 
W. Bush as a more agreeable man than most 
would expect. Especially at the end of the 
movie, George W. Bush comes off as a man 

who has made mistakes (a lot) and has 
no idea how to atone for them. At the 
same time however—even given the 
sympathetic ending—“W.”’s George Bush 
appears more as a boisterous buffoon who 
has neither the tact nor the brain cells 
needed for the job than he does as the real 
President of the United States. 
     Josh Brolin’s portrayal often comes off 
as more boisterous than the real George 
W.; while the real George Bush’s cracks are 
often subtle, Josh Brolin’s are downright 
ridiculous. Instead of looking realistic, 
Josh Brolin’s George W. seems to be just an 
oblivious buffoon who is not at all fit for the 
job.    
     Nevertheless, credits must be given to 
the casting. Richard Dreyfuss’s Dick Cheney 
captures the same eerie vice president we 
know and Elizabeth Banks’s Laura Bush 
leaves no question why George W. fell in 
love and completely changed his life. 
     However, throughout the film, events of 

the past and present are placed together 
anachronistically. In many instances, this 
constant time travel becomes tedious 
and confusing. Though the events 
definitely appear to be well-researched, 
at times, it seems as though the film clips 
were haphazardly placed next to each 
other with no consideration to flow. 
     Although the movie is labeled as 
comedy, do not go in thinking the entire 
thing is a satire on George W. and expect 
to come out laughing out loud. Though 
there are moments when a chortle might 
bubble from your throat, it will die before 
any sound ever manages to come out of 
your mouth.  
     If anything, watch W. simply to get a 
two-hour-long history lesson of the past 
decade. Who knows? You might actually 
come out of the theater feeling a thread 
of sympathy for our sitting president. 

Movie Review: “W.”
by Rui Dai, Staff Writer

When “Gears of War” came 
out on the Xbox 360 in 
November of 2006, gamers 
were blown away by its 
beautiful HD graphics, 
amazing level design, its 
intuitive and easy-to-use 
cover system, and most of 
all, the imaginative world 
that the player entered.  

In “Gears of War,” the gamer is playing as war 
hero Marcus Fenix in humanity’s last war 
against the monster-like Locust horde.  The 
Locusts are monsters that burrow out of the 
ground to destroy entire cities at a time.  They 
range in size from the smallest land mine to 
hulking spider-like creatures big enough to 
destroy entire cities.  As the game progresses, 
the player learns more and more about 
Marcus’ past life and of how humanity has 
been tortured by the Locust for centuries.  Epic 
Games truly created an epic game.
And now they’ve done it again.  “Gears of War 
2” came out on November 7, 2008, exactly two 
years after the first Gears was released.  New 

gamers and 
old fans alike 
are whisked off 
into another 
epic journey 
within the first 
half-hour of 
Locust-killing 
goodness.  As 
one gamer put 
it, this game 
is “absolutely 
astounding and 
the gameplay 
blows both Halo 
3 and Gears 
1 out of the 
water.”  
The difference 
between Gears 
1 and 2?  Gears 2 has nicer graphics, bigger levels, new guns and new characters.  With 
this expansion, there is a slight change in the attitudes of the two games.  In the first 
one, the player fought in a squad of four men that were elite commandos.  While this 
is still true in Gears 2, the squad is now joined by a fifth, and sometimes sixth helping 
hand. With the additional firepower, the Locust hordes are of course bigger and badder.  
The end result: another truly epic game by Epic Games.

Epic Games has done it again
by Sam Lowenkamp, Staff Writer
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“And so the lion fell in love with the 
lamb.” 
     This is one of the most well 
known quotes from Stephanie 
Meyers’ best selling novel “Twilight,” 
a story about a girl who falls in love 
with a vampire.  Though the premise 
may sound silly to those who have 
not read the novel, “Twilight” is a 
well-written book whose characters, 
suspenseful action sequences, 
romance, and plot drags the reader 
in and makes it quite hard to put 
down.  Though it is a long novel 
at over 500 pages, “Twilight’s” fans 
tend to tear through the book fairly 
quickly, many finishing in only a few 
days.      
     The main characters in “Twilight” 
are Bella Swan (Kristen Stewart) and 
Edward Cullen (Robert Pattinson), 
high school students living in Forks, 
Washington.  The story follows the 
development of their relationship 
and the resulting problems that 
arise because of it.  Although some 
characters can be flat at times, the 
novel as a whole allows for a lot of 
character growth.  It is easy for the 
reader to connect with the struggles 
that the characters go through.  This 
is part of what makes the story so 
appealing to its fans, the majority of 
whom are female.  Bella’s character 
deals with problems that many 
people deal with in real life; she 

     Saturday…the perfect day for 
an average high school student 
to sleep until noon, go to lunch 
with a friend, or maybe meet up 
with some people to watch the 
Buckeyes. 
     The last thing on our minds is 
returning to school. 
Throughout the fall, Beachwood 
High School students are forced 
to return to school on the 
weekend because of an evident 
lack of an important aspect of 
high school culture-- “Friday 
Night Lights.”
     Football games at home are 
always on those lazy and relaxing 
Saturday afternoons, seeing as 
Friday night games do not exist 
at Beachwood. 
     According to Athletic Director 
Joe Perella, “Friday night lights 
is a part of the high school 
experience, it is what defines 

High School Football and 
what makes it special.” Perella 
has said that he is willing to 
do whatever it takes to bring 
lights to Beachwood.
     Installing lights would 
energize our student body 
while bringing pride to the 
Beachwood community, 
resulting in larger turnouts 
at school sporting events.  
The lacking support of BHS 
students could have had 
a negative impact on the 
performance of our football 
team, especially given their 
embarrassing 5-25 record over 
the past three years.
     So, if lights at Beachwood 
would help turn things around, 
why doesn’t our school host 
Friday night games like nearly 
every successful football 
program in Ohio? 

Sports Opinion: 
Beachwood Football Still in Search of the Light(s)

by Brett Leiken, Staff Writer

     The project to install lights 
on Beachwood’s football field 
would cost over$200,000, and 
many people believe that this 
is the only factor stopping this 
project from taking place. 
    According to Michelle 
Mills, Director of Finance 
for the Beachwood Board 
of Education, “there are a 
number of considerations, 
other than financial, regarding 
lighting the football field: 
Friday night games tend to 
result in more disciplinary 
infractions than Saturday 
games and noise levels on 
Richmond Road have been 
identified as concerns by 
neighbors who live near the 
High School.” 
     Personally, I have never 
attended one of Beachwood’s 
away night games in which 

there were any major disciplinary 
issues, and to say that infractions 
would occur in a community and 
school as small as Beachwood’s is 
probably inaccurate. 
     If Beachwood were to have night 
games, they would start at 7:00 pm 
and would run no later than 9:30. 
This means that the crowds would 
have left and the lights would be 
off by 9:45. This does not seem 
unreasonable to the small amount 
of people living on Richmond Road 
that would be affected by night 
games, seeing that night games 
would occur no more the 6 times 
per year.  
     The lack of lights on our football 
field has a direct correlation to 
the lack of spirit exhibited by our 
student body. This is an issue that 
needs to start being addressed 
because our community is missing 
out on one of the most coveted 
high school traditions.

Bond exceeds 
expectations
       by Marc Eisenberg, Staff Writer

     Of all of the action movies I have seen in the last year, 
“Quantum of Solace” is one of the best. Not only were 
the action and driving scenes awesome, but the plot was 
dramatic.  This Bond film stands out as not just another 
gimmicky action-flick, but an emotionally gripping roller 
coaster. 
     This is the 22nd Bond feature, and it continues one hour 
after the events of the last picture, “Casino Royal,” when 
Bond begins seeking revenge for the death of his love, 
Vesper Lynd, while also attempting to stop a pseudo-
environmentalist terrorist organization from taking control 
of a country’s water supply. While this plot was a little too 
fast-paced, it did allow for decent character development.  
     Daniel Craig is a perfect modern James Bond. He 
displays the cunning and intelligent traits of the other 
Bonds, yet he adds a rough edge that makes him more 
human. Rather than fancy gadgets, this Bond uses his 
muscle, displaying free-running and fighting abilities that 
are helpful when chasing bad guys through the streets of 
Italy, and beating them to a bloody pulp. However, this veil 
of tough masculinity begins to lift over the course of the 
film, as his mission turns into a personal act of vengeance.
     As an action-flick, this Bond film exceeded my 
expectations with its skillful editing and camera 
techniques. Marc Forster, the director of this film, used 
many rapid transitions during the fast pace driving scenes, 
which heightened the intensity of the action. The lighting, 
along with camera angles, displayed Bond as a composed 
yet troubled figure, trapped within the restraints of his 
own life.
     Looking for a spellbinding action-film with a plot worth 
sinking your teeth into?  This movie is your best bet.

“Exceeded my expectations”

     They come to school at 5:45 
in the morning. They endure 
grueling three-hour practices 
everyday. The Beachwood swim 
team is anything but lazy. 
     “Swimming is not an easy 
sport, it’s extremely time 
consuming I have virtually 
no social life during the swim 
season,” senior Eric Krohngold 
declares. He explains that 
swimming is “extremely hard 
and takes a lot of dedication. 

by Suzanne Schiavone, Staff Writer
Reader dazzled by “Twilight”

moves to Forks during high school 
and it is hard for her to make friends, 
she’s self conscious, has fights with 
her parents, and is shy around the 
boy she likes.     
     However, despite the fact that the 
vast majority of “Twilight”’s fans are 
female, there are many elements of 
the story that can appeal to males.  
The battle scene at the end of the 
novel, for example, is a suspenseful-
enough conflict to satisfy anyone’s 
need for testosterone driven 
fighting. 
 “Twilight” has recently 
received a lot of media attention.  
On November 21st, the movie-
version of the book came out in 
theaters.  This further cemented in 
many people’s minds the idea that 
Stephanie Meyers is the next J.K. 
Rowling.  And in a way, she is very 
similar.  Meyers, like Rowling, has 
encouraged children of all ages to 
read and engage their imagination.  
And like Rowling, the movie-version 
of her book was wildly successful.  
 “Twilight” is an engaging 
novel whose characters are easy for 
any reader to connect with.  While 
easy for anyone to read, it touches 
on real-life problems (despite the 
fact that it invokes many unrealistic, 
fantasy elements) and is an 
interesting, provoking novel.                              

Swim team: a united force
The practices are brutal but 
you develop a great sense of 
unity with your team mates- 
everyone’s miserable but they 
are miserable together.” 
     Junior Austin Haynesworth’s 
description of swim team 
agrees with that of Eric’s. 
“Honestly, practices are pretty 
tough” he admits, citing 
everyday practices that consist 
of two hours of swimming, and 
one hour of “dry land” exercises. 

When asked whether any “star 
swimmers” have emerged, 
Austin diplomatically 
responds “I think anyone 
who is really willing to put 
an effort toward improving 
their times could have the 
potential of becoming a 
“star” swimmer.” When 
asked about the benefits 
and challenges of being 
on the swim team, Austin 
responded that “swimming 

is tough. No swimmer will deny 
that. But it’s rewarding….You 
make new friends, and at the 
end of the season, you really feel 
a sense of accomplishment for 
having gotten through the season.” 
He also explains that “one of the 
hardest things about swimming is 
just the sheer amount of time and 
energy it takes.” Ultimately, though 
challenging, it seems as if the swim 
team would collectively agree that 
the benefits of their sport is well 
worth the effort.  

by Brynne Sekerak, Staff Writer



Junior Alex Dronzek holds down his opponent photo by Marc Eisenberg

Renovated Weight Room to 
Lift Beachwood Athletics

by Kevin Moss, Staff Writer
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      Athletes are only as good 
as their facilities.  Of the 
many things that perennial 
powerhouses such as St. Ed’s, 
Strongsville, Mentor, and Solon 
have, besides multiple state 
championships, are their state of 
the art weight rooms.  
     In the near future, Beachwood 
High School will receive much 
needed renovations to the 
outdated weight room.  
According to Beachwood 
Boosters President Herb Schoen, 
“this is the number one priority.  
The project is financially 
attainable and it is most critical 
to build a successful sports 
program.”  
     The project consists of 
updating the obsolete machines, 
and bringing in new and 
modernized equipment.  The 
physical education cage will be 
opened up, adding additional 
space for treadmills and aerobic 
exercises.  New dumbbells will 
also be bought.
     “When you walk in the weight 
room, it’s depressing.  There’s no 
way to circulate air, no water, no 
music, no natural light, and no 
mirrors.  We’re going to insert 
these features and hopefully 
make it a more enjoyable place 
to work out in,” said Schoen.
     The project is estimated to 
cost $100,000 of non-taxpayer 
money.  All the money will be 
raised through Boosters, varying 
from individual to corporate 
contributions.      
The upcoming renovations 
are also targeting the female 
athletes in hopes of making 
it more accommodating and 
comfortable for novice lifters.

Athletic Director Joe Perella 
stated, “The current weight room 
is not a friendly environment 
for females and beginner 
weight lifters.  We’re hoping 
that through the renovations 
and additions, we’re going to 
attract interest from both male 
and female athletes, as well as 
anybody in the community.”  
     With an updated weight room, 
teams will be more efficient 
with their time, while seeing 
improved results.  It will make 
the athletes at Beachwood more 
competitive, and hopefully 
produce victorious sports 
programs.  
     “With stronger athletes comes 
increased confidence.  All of our 
sports programs will benefit big 
time, and be competitive for 
years to come,” said Perella.
Many students support 
the refurbishments of the 
weight room.  However, some 
graduating students are upset 
that renovations are happening 
so late.
     Senior Andrew Bankhurst 
stated, “I’m glad for the younger 
kids, but it’s upsetting that 
they’re doing this so late.  I wish I 
could have had better facilities to 
train in while playing high school 
sports.” 
     With the community backing 
the proposal, the district 
hopes to have the renovations 
completed by the end of the 
school year.  
Through commitment and hard 
work in the new and improved 
weight room, perhaps one day 
Beachwood Athletics will be 
considered among local sports 
dynasties.   

     On a sunny Tuesday afternoon, on a day with no school, 
Junior Alex Dronzek sits in the weight room thinking about 
the upcoming wrestling season. Alex, a state placer last year, 
hopes to follow his success with another outstanding season. 
The junior wrestler constantly has to deal with the pressure to 
perform, the fight to stay in shape, and the agonizing pressure 
of his academic life. 
     Alex Dronzek feels nervous but confident for his upcoming 
wrestling season. After being asked for his predictions for this 
season he states, “You know what? I’ve got a very supportive 
group behind me, and hopefully that will take me to where 
I want to go.”  Dronzek thinks that he can maintain his elite 
status, saying, ¨I know I can regain my supremacy, as long as I 
stay focused.” He hopes this year that he can go to states and 
place or win. For Dronzek, staying focused means staying in top 
health while not gaining weight.
     Dronzek’s health routine may seem crazy to some, but to 
him it is just as routine as brushing his teeth. Dronzek will work 
out six days a week to help keep his weight down.  His routine 
consists of wrestling, lifting weights, and running. 
     Dronzek’s diet may not sound filling, but for him there is 
nothing unusual about it. He eats a pudding pack for breakfast, 
a power bar for lunch, and a sandwich for dinner. He says, “I 
hate eating like this, but I got to do what I got to do.”  He wants 
to cut down to 103 pounds in order to be able to compete for 
the state title. “If I can get down to 103 then I will win states,” he 
says. 
     In 2007 Dronzek went on The Ohio all-star wrestling trip that 
lasted the whole summer. Dronzek’s work ethic is truly what 
separates him from the other wrestlers. He is not only a state 
placer, but also a National Freestyle wrestling qualifier. In the 
summer of 2007 Dronzek trekked to Fargo, North Dakota for 
the national tournament. Although he didn’t win a match, he 
trained extremely hard, and it paid off. His brother Jake said, I 
have never seen a kid with more of a work ethic or drive.”
     “I really feel 
like I have got 
a chance to 
win states this 
year‚” Dronzek 
says.   “I hope 
I can maintain 
my status.

Athlete Profile: 
Alex Dronzek

by Nolan Kahn, Staff Writer
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