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something and you don’t know what 
you’re going to get,” said Bettis-Eddie. 
     The program is modeled after Shaker 
Heights High School’s MAC Scholars 
and MAC Sisters programs.      
     Mr. Hardis is anxious to see how 
much the program will benefit BHS’ 
African-American population. “We 
need it and it’s about time,” he said.
     Mr. Deegan, who has been involved 
with the challenge of finding a solution 
to close the achievement gap, came 
across many conflicts, like people 
claiming the gap doesn’t exist, but he 
said, “Let’s cut the crap. Let’s focus on 
what’s happening-- why our black kids 
aren’t achieving.” 
     Ms. Bettis-Eddie sits back and 
remembers the lyrics to Michael 
Jackson’s “Man in the Mirror,” “Who am I 
to be blind pretending not to see their 
needs…” in her words, “there is a racial 
achievement gap at BHS.”

committee promoting diversity within the 
Beachwood schools.
     According to the DAC Scholars’ mission 
statement, the program is aiming to 
provide an academic and social support 
network for African American students at 
BHS. The network consists of students and 
teacher volunteers, like Principal Hardis 
and Sarah Thrasher, who check up on 
their assigned group of students and help 
them make a connection to the school. 
     Every three weeks, on Wednesday 
mornings, the group led by BHS advisers 
and staff members Greg Deegan, Carol 
Grooms and Pattie Bettis-Eddie work to 
tighten the gap.  Members are required to 
have a 3.0 G.P.A and must display positive 
attitudes  and respect at each meeting.  
     This being the Scholars Program’s 
first year at the high school, everything 
is a test run for the advisers. “It gets 
frustrating when you work hard on 

the program is now being brought to the high 
school.   
     A parent intro night for the DAC Scholars was 
held on Tuesday, August 26 at 7:00 pm in the 
high school cafeteria.  About 30 African American 
families attended. Among those parents were 
Lolita Hines and Edwin Hines Sr. who not only 
have children who all graduated from BHS, but 
are also involved in Diversity Matters, a parent 
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     In response to recent 
incidents at area high schools 
involving students bringing 
guns and/or ammo to school, 
the safety of our own school 
system is brought into question.       
     One such incident occurred 
on September 2nd, when a 
15-year-old male student at 
Willoughby South High School 
fired two shots during third 
period. One of the shots hit a 
trophy case while the other 
was fired through the ceiling. 
Luckily, no one was hurt 
and Assistant Principal Jeff 
Lyons was able to persuade 
the student to put down the 
weapon. 
     One day later, on September 
3, a male student from Orange 
High School was arrested 
for being in possession of 
ammunition for a handgun 
after someone anonymously 
reported that a gun was in the 
building. 
     When asked about the 
two incidents and the safety 
of Beachwood High School, 
Assistant Principal Paul 
Chase replied, “I think every 
administrator, every teacher, 
every parent, every student 

should be concerned about 
these things. Unfortunately 
it’s the society we live in.” He 
made a point of saying that 
Beachwood has a “very serious 
plan” and that “We work hand 
in hand with 
Beachwood law 
enforcement. 
Our safety plan 
is not developed 
only by us, it’s 
developed by 
professionals in 
the field, are the 
police, and they 
put a lot of time 
and effort into it.” 
     Some students 
are still skeptical 
that Beachwood 
is immune to the 
possibility of such 
an event occuring. Sophomore 
Alec Jacober decided that “The 
proximity of the incidents to our 
school shows that it can happen 
anywhere. It doesn’t matter how 
safe we appear to be.”
     Junior Jeremy Margolis 
disagreed, saying “I feel that as a 
Beachwood resident we live in a 
very safe community.” 
     Principal Robert Hardis seems 

to agree. When he was asked 
to comment he replied, “We 
run a safe school. Students 
here are aware enough and 
mature enough to tell a trusted 
adult, be it myself, Mr. Chase, 

or any other staff 
member if they feel 
someone is a threat 
to themselves or 
other students.” He 
also added “I’m not 
stupid enough to 
think that it couldn’t 
happen though.”
     Our reputation 
as a good school 
has allowed us 
to receive an 
education in a safe 
environment and 
friendly community. 
When it comes 

to student safety, school 
administration appears to be 
very optimistic, but there are 
some things that they can’t 
control.  There are countless 
systems throughout the district 
working hard to prevent tragic 
situations like these, but in 
order for that to happen, the 
channels of communication 
must be kept open between 

the students and staff. 
     On October 10th new 
details regarding Beachwood 
High School’s safety plan 
was revealed to the staff. 
Principal Robert P. Hardis said 
that the plan is neither a new 
occurrence, nor was it “spurred 
by any particular event here or 
elsewhere.” He revealed that far 
from being a hastily-contrived 
scheme, “We have been 
working with the Beachwood 
Police Department for over 
a year in the development 
of a coordinated response to 
emergencies.” This includes 
detailed plan of attack for “a host 
of different scenarios.” Students 
will not be expected to learn 
a surfeit of complicated new 
details.
     Mr. Hardis will take the time 
to outline what exactly should 
be done in those gray area 
situations. “For example,” Mr. 
Hardis explained, “You’re in the 
bathroom during a lockdown…
what do you do?” ” Overall, Mr. 
Hardis feels “very confident 
in our school’s ability and the 
Beachwood Police Department’s 
ability to respond to a wide 
range of emergency situations.”

Administration unveils new safety plan
by Matt Jacobs, Staff Writer

    Like many educational 
systems across the United 
States, Beachwood suffers 
from a huge disparity between 
African American and white 
students’ performance in both 
grades and test scores.  Three 
years ago, Beachwood staff 
decided to find a solution, 
leading to the creation of 
the Differential Achievement 
Committee Scholars Program.  
Piloted at the middle school, 

Program addresses racial achievement gap
by Akilah Porter, Staff Writer

     The big playground in 
back of Bryden elementary 
is surrounded by orange 
construction fence. Its 
construction was supposed to 
start Thursday, September 11th, 
but was delayed due to heavy 
rain. 
     Some feel that the 
playground construction 
was scheduled at a bad time. 
According to high school 
student Rachael Silver, “they 
just finished the construction 
on the road.”   Rachael also 
pointed out that there is 
nothing for students to do 
during recess now that school 
has started. 
     But the Bryden grounds 

were not kept in the best 
shape. High School junior Ilana 
Warner explained, “During the 
construction over the summer 
they dug up the old pavement 
and it rained a lot, so there was a 
ton of still water of collected rain; 
the still water could have been a 
breeding ground for mosquitoes.” 
     The school then put blacktop 
where the standing water had 
been, and the kids used the 
blacktop to play on during 
playground construction.
      According to Bryden 
Principal Christine Bernetich, the 
playground itself was not in great 
condition either. “We had some 
damage,” she said, “swings were 
thirty years old… we redid our 

swings, they were a wreck.” Also, 
“somebody lit the slide on fire”
     The Bryden playground has 
also had some recent problems 
with vandalism; three children 
were reported leaving the scene 
of a spray-painted playground.      
     Explaining the renovation, 
Bernetich said, “It was time to 
update.”  
     The other reason for 
renovating the Bryden 
playground has to do with 
the move of Beachwood’s 
kindergarten from Fairmount to 
Bryden.  
      With young kindergarteners 
going to a school built for first, 
second, and third graders, “we 
didn’t have anything the kids 

could reach,” said Bernetich.  
With the new playground, “the 
little ones will be able to play.”
      In addition to the new 
playground, Principal Bernetich 
is hoping to implement a 
program called Peaceful 
Playgrounds, a program of 
“spray-on templates that 
you put on blacktop. They 
are games that are good for 
learning. It helps stimulate 
children. We would teach them 
how to use it during P.E., and 
they can play it during recess.”
     Although it is not finished, 
work has begun on the 
playground, and hopefully it 
will be ready soon.  “I want the 
kids to be able to use it before 
winter,” said Bernetich.

Recess at Bryden hampered by playground construction, vandalism
by Caren Feldman, Staff Writer
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     Last year, some students 
taking rigorous course loads 
found that they were unable to 
fit lunch into their schedules.   
This year, most students have 
lunch periods, although there 
are still a few who do not.
     State regulations played 
a huge part in making the 
change, as well as conflicting 
issues from the previous year 
that were not as severe this year. 
Ohio state law states that lunch 
is a requirement for students.  
Also as Mr. Hardis said, “A 
combination of scheduling 

a few classes differently and 
students not taking the same 
combination of classes” resulted 
in a change for the students. The 
issue last year was due to very 
inflexible schedules. Not due 
to lack of effort, but “there truly 

was no solution at all,” last year.  
      Compared to the eight or 
ten students who were without 
lunch last year, there are fewer 
students who fail to have this 
vital period in their schedules. 

No time for 
lunch?
by Hojai Han, Staff Writer

     People are wondering what 
happened to the school’s 
laptops. This is bec ause 
recently, 101 laptops were 
shipped from the high school in 
order for the middle school to 
meet the requirements of the 
“one-to-one” laptop program.
      Last year, the sixth graders 
were moved to the middle 
school from Hilltop elementary 
school, but at the time, the 
laptop program didn’t carry 
over to their grade. Everyone in 
the middle school had laptops 
except for the youngest group 
and people felt it was unfair 
that every grade had a laptop 
but them.
     High school principal 
Robert Hardis explained, “We 
had problems with the Apple 
contract and never finalized 
the order for the amount of 
laptops needed for 6th graders.” 

Beachwood City Schools and 
Apple are hoping to come to 
some sort of an agreement to get 
100 more laptops in order to bring 
the high school back to speed. 
Jennifer Schwelik, the high 
school’s librarian, said, “The 
biggest consequence is the 
lack of equipment for kids to 
use during the school day with 
projects and assignments. They 
are fortunate because not a lot of 
heavy assignments are assigned 
in the beginning of the school 
year unlike the second nine weeks 
when students will definitely feel 
it.” 
      There was also a lot of time 
taken out to prepare these 
laptops for the middle school. 
Mrs. Schwelik said, “The staff 
had to label laptops for the high 
school English department then 
had to take those out and re-label 
them for the middle school laptop 

program.  All the laptops had to 
be reimaged again because they 
were imaged for the high school, 
not the middle school. It took 
about five minutes per machine, 
maybe more time.”
     Many students were also 
wondering why the middle 
school has one-to-one laptop 
program and the high school 
doesn’t.    
     Chris Jordanek, the high 
school’s technology integration 
specialist, explained, “ If 
Beachwood high school was 
to get the “one-to-one” laptop 
program it would cost around 
three quarters of a million 
dollars. Beachwood high school’s 
technology budget is only 
100,000 dollars.”
      Assistant Superintendent 
Dr. Phil Wagner emphasized, 
“It is anticipated that the high 
school students will get 101 new 

laptops within the next few 
weeks. Discussions with Apple 
to procure these computers 
has already started.”  
     Dr. Wagner also gave one 
reason that the one-to-one 
program has not been brought 
to the high school: “There is an 
assumption that many students 
will purchase their own laptops 
when they are moving into 
ninth grade because they 
will want the equipment for 
personal as well as school use.”  
     He has also initiated 
conversations with Apple 
to offer volume discount 
purchasing options for 
Beachwood students. Apple 
is still working on a proposal 
for students. As soon as more 
information is available, the 
expected purchasing options 
will be shared with Mr. Hardis.

more relaxed, and you’re able 
to sink into [advisory] more…
you’re not focused on your next 
class. Except I do think it’s bad 
because it’s harder to take it as 
seriously because it’s at the end 
of the day.” 
     When asked whether 2nd 
period or 10th period advisory 
is better for her schedule, 
Galya immediately said,  “Last 
period…It makes lunch earlier. 
I’d be so hungry by 12:30, I’d 
be ready to eat the table.” She 
does agree, however, that the 
later advisory will probably 
make students more inclined 
to skip.  Only time will tell 
whether the change in advisory 
will ultimately end up being 
a beneficial alteration for the 
student body.  

original purpose behind 
starting advisory was to give 
students an adult they could 
connect with, so they would 
have someone in their corner,” 
he explains. “It helps students 
build connections with teachers 
that aren’t teaching their 
academic subjects.” 
     Mr. Alexander finds that 
through advisory “[I have 
been] able to get to know 
students that I would not have 
had in class.” He believes that 
seniors most of all will find 
advisory rewarding, because 
“A lot of senior information is 
disseminated in advisory.”
     Senior Galya Loeb is pleased 
about the new advisory 
schedule. “I like it because 
it makes the end of the day 

planning and drug and bullying 
awareness. When asked about 
the general attendance of 
advisory Mr. Chase states that 
most people go and very few 
students receive unsatisfactory. 
     However, Mr. Chase’s 
expression turns grave as 
he recalls being queried by 
a college over a particular 
student’s unsatisfactory 
grade in advisory. “  Colleges 
have questioned me about 
what advisory is, what’s its 
importance.  Anything on a 
transcript is important to them. 
It builds a picture.” 
     Mr. Alexander paints a 
similar picture of advisory, 
remembering when the 
advisory program was first 
started in Beachwood. “The 
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     It is Wednesday after 10th 
period and Mr. Chase is leisurely 
reclined against the English 
hall’s doorway, guarding the 
exit against errant advisory-
skippers.  In a change from 
last year, advisory was moved 
from after second period to 
after tenth in order to better 
accommodate assembly 
schedules. 
     “The name for advisory is 
misleading,” said Chase, “it is 
more of a catch-all…I think it’s 
important because it catches 
all the things that schools have 
to do without interrupting 
instruction time.” This includes 
programs mandated by the 
state of Ohio such as career 

Advisory moves to the afternoon
by Brynne Sekerak, Staff Writer

     On August 26, the second day 
of school, an incident occurred 
that is rare at BHS: vandalism to 
cars in the parking lot. 
     Taylor Shamis, a junior at BHS 
noticed that his tire had a hole 
in it. It was later concluded that 
someone had shoved a mini 
philips screwdriver head into his 
driver’s side rear tire. No police 
report was filed at the time. 
      This incident wouldn’t be 
as significant by itself, but four 
days later, another student’s car 
got vandalized, but it was much 
worse. Kevin Cira, also a junior at 
BHS, received a phone call before 
his first period class informing 
him that a profane word was 
keyed into the driver side door 
on his car. Kevin informed 
Assistant Principal Paul Chase 
and filed a police report with a 
suspect in mind. 
      Upon questioning Mr. 
Chase revealed that this is 
not a common occurrence at 
Beachwood at all, let alone twice 

in the same week. He also 
commented that much more 
common problems in the 
parking lot are fender benders 
due mostly to inexperienced 
drivers.
      At the time of publication 
the detective who worked 
the case, Detective Donn 
Breckenridge, has not yet 
responded for an interview. 

by Danny Rose, Staff Writer

What happened to the laptops?   BHS students want to know...
by Rena Andrews, Staff Writer

Network shutdown cripples districtVandal strikes 
BHS parking lot

   
On  September 25th, the district’s supervisor engine crashed, 
causing a network outage that resulted in much of the high 
school losing computer accesss for most of the following 
week.  Teachers reverted to pen and paper attendance, grades 
could not be recorded, and students in the computer lab 
stared at blank screens.  See Schiavone’s editorial, pg. 9.
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What MAKES a teenager?

Rock music, video games 
and textbooks?  No.
Sugar, spice and everything 
nice?  Closer.
Carbohydrates, fats and 
protein suspended in water?  
Bingo.

When it comes to food 
science, you are what you 
eat.  And in this age of 
chocolate-coated-anything, 
it is becoming increasing 
difficult to not only eat 
healthy but to determine 
what foods are actually 
good for you. 
Food scientists agree that a 
basic human diet requires 
three components: carbs, 
fats and proteins.  These 
foods provide the body with 
energy and with building 
blocks for muscles and 
cartilage.  
      Biologically, according 
to scientists, carbohydrates 
are the body’s major 
source of energy.  Through 
cellular respiration, the 
body breaks down carbs to 
extract energy, and uses the 
remaining atoms to build 
more complex molecules.  
      Carbohydrates not used 
by the body are stored 
as fats.  Fats yield more 
energy when broken down 
in respiration, but require 
a greater initial input of 
energy.  Therefore, you 

Food for Thought
say that a “calorie is a calorie no 
matter where you get it from,” 
so over-consumption of any 
of the food groups can lead to 
weight gain.  
     Basically, this pyramid is 
about balance and moderation.  
Too much of anything is not 
good for you…as is too little.  
Indulging in your chocolate-
covered chocolate Oreos once 
in a while isn’t so bad whereas 
eating tuna every night isn’t so 
good.    
     Bizarre “fad diets” do not 
work because the body needs a 
combination of all food groups 
to survive.  Since an all-meat 
diet or an all-carbohydrate 
diet does not satisfy the body’s 
fundamental needs for energy 
as well as matter, they usually 
fail to keep the dieter on 
track and are unsuccessful in 
decreasing the dieter’s weight.    
Basically, a proper balance of 
food makes you healthy by 
providing matter and energy 
to your body.  Yet can it also 
perform other functions?
     Tales of magical potions and 
panaceas abound in literature 
and folklore.  However as cliché 
as this may sound, some foods 
can be “magical,” not necessarily 
in the sense that if you eat a 
certain cookie you will be able 
to fly, but in the sense that some 
foods can (to an extent) boost 
brain and muscle power.
Scientists laud blueberries, for 
example, because they may 
improve brain function.  These 

Science 
Corner

“new and different” events coupled 
with more relays and more group 
events will help make students more 
involved in spirit week.  Marla also 
hopes that more schools will be 
involved in our battle of the bands, 
and to possibly extend it multiple 
nights.

have fat reserves as opposed to 
carbohydrate reserves in your 
body.  
     If the body does not have 
enough carbohydrates or fats, 
it starts to break down proteins 
for energy.  Proteins, like fats, 
yield more energy but require 
a greater initial input.  Proteins 
are the body’s last resort for 
energy because they serve 
other biological functions, such 
as the building of tissues and 
muscles.     
     So what foods -what 
variations of carbs, proteins and 
fats- promote healthy living?      
In 2005 the US Department 
of Agriculture issued a new 
guideline to a healthy lifestyle.  
There are eight components to 
this “MyPyramid” guide: grains, 
vegetables, fruits, milk, meat 
and beans, oils, discretionary 
calories and physical activity.  

This new pyramid stresses the 
importance of balance between 
exercise and food consumption.
Over 50% of your diet should 
be carbohydrates.  Yet, doctors 
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by Lauren Wyman, Staff Writer

berries 
are rich 
with anti-
oxidants, 
which may 
prevent nerve 
cell damage from 
free-radicals.  That is, 
anti-oxidants interact 
with molecules (free-
radicals) that would otherwise 
aggregate with nerve cells and 
potentially cause damage.      
A diet rich in iron may also 
boost brain power.  Iron helps to 
transport oxygen to the brain; 
thus a lack of iron may decrease 
attention spans, cognitive ability 
and concentration.  Some iron-
rich foods include meat, beans 
and cereal.  
     So, if a genius consists of 
blueberries and cereal, what 
is an athlete made of?  What 
should athletes eat to maximize 
potential on the playing field? 
Since carbohydrates constitute 
the body’s major source of 
energy, athletes should load up 
on pasta, bread, chips, etc the 
night before a game.  However, 
specific diets usually depend 
upon the sport or exercise 
routine.  For instance, football 
players often consume proteins 
before a game while swimmers 
opt for energy bars and 
electrolytic drinks.             
So, the next time somebody is in 
your face, asking, “What are YOU 
made of?” …you can tell them. 

     Student council is making quite a 
few changes this year.  The structure 
of the entire organization has been 
changed so that the group is now 

Student council forms new committees
by Sam Lowenkamp, Staff Writer

split into five separate committees.  
     Each committee has a separate task, which is implied 
by its name.  The five groups are the spirit committee, 
the communications committee, the special events 

     Every morning Junior Lauren 
Wyman trudges down Beachwood’s 
empty hallways, climbs its deserted 
stairwells, and makes her way to 
French.  As she enters the room, she 
glances at the clock. 7:05 AM. And 
yet somehow, the room is already 
teeming with activity.  
     This is because French IV takes 
place before the school day has 
even started, an unprecedented 
occurrence that allows students to 
partake in a class that would have 
otherwise been impossible due to 
scheduling conflicts. As schedules 
were being created and class times 
were allotted, it was discovered that 
Beachwood’s French teacher, Nancy 
Eichelberger, would not be able to 
be present for period 6/7. Thus, the 
7 AM French class period was born. 
     When Lauren first found out that 

she would have to arrive at school 
an hour early every day,  she felt 
“Angry, upset…but then I got used 
to the idea”. Now, she finds it to be 
“definitely an advantage” as it allows 
her to have a lunch period where she 
would have otherwise had none. The 
hardest part of the morning classes 
may be the transportation issue. 
     “My parents take me,” Lauren 
says, but “It’s kind of hard to wake 
up really early.” Lauren also notes 
that another member of the French 
IV, Sophia Wu, is forced to walk to 
school every day because of the 
class’s early start. 
     “I had the opportunity to continue, 
so I took it, but having to wake up 
early in the morning sucks,” she says, 
noting that because of the early class 
she now has a free period. She feels 
that “since it is a fun, relaxing class, 
it made up for my anger,” but she is 

still apprehensive of the approach of 
winter. Taking an early class means 
that she has to walk across places 
that are notorious for snow drifts in 
the winter. However, she is ultimately 
pleased that she is taking the class.
     Junior Ben Reisman, on the other 
hand, found it impossible to reconcile 
the logistics of the early class with 
his schedule, and was forced to 
drop French a little way into the first 
quarter. “I was looking foreword to 
this year; I like the language, and 
the teacher,” he lamented one day 
after school, but said that “It was 
very difficult to get up that early, and 
my performance in my other classes 
suffered.”  In the end, Ben is unhappy 
that he had to drop French, but he 
finds that the decision “left me more 
time to concentrate on my other 
classes.”

French for breakfast
by Brynne Sekerak, Staff Writer

committee, the community 
service committee, and the dance 
committee.
     Student council members also 
hope to revamp the setup of spirit 
week and battle of the bands this 
year.  Student council executive board 
president Marla Lipsyc hopes that 

Image source: mypyramid.gov
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Mary Caudill
Position: Intervention Specialist
Worst transgression in high school: 
Who, me?
Special talent: I’m pretty good at playing 
two-hand euchre 
Hobbies: Gardening, travel, going to 
concerts
Education: BS from Indiana University, 
MS from University of Dayton
Hometown: Milwaukee
Best childhood memory: I loved playing 
in the wood across the street from my 
house.  My friends and I would build forts 
and play “house”.
Favorite vacation: The best was a cruise 
from Puerto Rico to St. Thomas, Dominica, 
Barbados, and Aruba, four different 
climates in the same general area

Wayne Bifano
Position: Latin Teacher
Hometown: West Geauga
Education: Bachelor’s degree in Latin and 
history from Kent State University, Master 
of Art in Classics (Latin) from John Carroll 
University, MSLS (library-media) from 
Case Western Reserve University
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October 2008 Calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

7
5:00 p.m. Boys 
Soccer vs. 
Wickliffe

8 9 10
8:00 a.m. Golf 
OHSAA State 
Championship

4:30 p.m. Boys 
Soccer vs. West 
Geauga

11
8:00 a.m Golf 
OHSAA State 
Championship

2:00 p.m. Cross 
Country CVC

12 13
Tie Dye Day! 

Boys Soccer 
Sectionals 
(through the 
18th)

14
Western Day!

15
PJ Day!

16
Multiplicity 
(Twin) Day!

17
Beachwood 
Spirit Day!

4:00 p.m. 
Homecoming 
Parade and 
Bonfire

18
Cross Country 
Districts

1:00 p.m. 
Homecoming 
Football Game 
vs. Wickliffe

8:00 p.m. 
Homecoming 
Dance

19 20
Boys Soccer 
Districts (through 
the 25th)

21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28
Boys Soccer 
Regionals

29 30

Meet the new teachers:
Favorite movie/book: I like foreign 
language movies; I read a wide range of 
books, particularly non-fiction. 
Memorable travel experience: Scaling a 
volcano in Ecuador
What’s unique about you: I am a historical 
interpreter (role player) at several historic 
sites in the Cleveland area

Don Reim
Position: Science teacher
Worst transgression: Skipping school to go 
golfing
Favorite movies: Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Kid, The Graduate, American 
Beauty
Favorite vacation: Scotland, the castles
Weirdest experience: Crowded buses/
trains, panic attacks in Kenya
Advice: Get involved in activities: this 
is where new friends, new experiences 
happen
Hobbies: Photography, tennis, golf

Ai-Lan Lin
Position: Chinese Teacher
Hometown: Taiwan
Favorite vacation: Traveling around in 

Germany for three months while teaching 
there
Special Talent: I love cooking all kinds of 
different food
Advice to high school students: Enjoy life 
and appreciate the moment you are in right 
now
Whatís unique about you: Positive attitude 

Nicole Robinson
Position: English Teacher
Preconceptions about Beachwood: Actually, 
I knew quite a bit about Beachwood being 
that I grew up so close...I also came here 
almost every night in the winter because 
Heights swim team divers used Beachwood’s 
pool to practice.  Actually, I even attended a 
Snowball in... well, I won’t say what year, but it 
was really fun.
Favorite music: NAS, Gnarls Barkley, Ludacris, 
Mos Def, and Nirvana are my top five
What’s unique about you: I have a very 
strange and unhealthy obsession with 
everything to do with turtles.

     From August 22nd to the 24th Marla 
Lipsyc, along with her mother Joan, who 
is a nine-year breast cancer survivor, 
walked 60 miles in the Breast Cancer 
Three Day walk.   The three-day walk is 
held throughout the country by Susan G. 
Komen for the Cure and raises millions 
of dollars for breast cancer research, 
education, and community outreach 
programs.  

     Each day, the walkers traveled an average 
of 20 miles rain or shine, receiving endless 
support from their community.  Marla said 
that walk volunteers offered them popsicles, 
water bottles, and  medical support was on 
hand if needed. When asked if she would do it 
again, Marla said,  “the only problem I would 
face is raising the nearly $3000 needed to 
participate,” but that she would definitely do 
it again.    

Student, mother participate in breast cancer walk
by Suzanne Schiavone, Staff Writer

Senior Marla Lypsic and her mom, Joan Lypsic
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the class of 2007. 
     According to Carolyn 
Beeler, the Beachwood 
college counselor, 
“though [the number of 
applications] this year is 
definitely peaking, it should 
not be any more different 
from last year. In fact, I 
suspect this year will be 
calmer.” Therefore the most 
logical explanation is that 
each school is different and 
the change in admission 
rate thus differs depending 
on the school. 
     Marcia Alperin, the 
guidance counselor for 
the class of 2009, voiced the 
thought that “the number 
of applications has grown…I 
don’t think there is really a lot 
of ‘frenzy.’” Mrs. Bev Zaharewicz, 
the guidance secretary, concurs. 
     One of the reasons why 
admission rates have been 
down these years is because 
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     The class of 2009 is expected 
to have more college applicants 
than any year since the baby 
boomer generation. As more 
and more students apply 
to more and more schools, 
America’s top 20 colleges’ 
admittance rates are predicted 
to drop dramatically for 
the coming year. However, 
despite similar rumors last year 
concerning class of 2008, the 
dip in admittance rates for some 
schools remained relatively 
steady. 
     For both the class of 2007 and 
2008, Ohio University accepted 
82% of applicants. Harvard and 
Yale too retained 9% and 10% 
according to U.S. News and 
World Report. 
Nevertheless, the admission rate 
for the Ohio State University 
dramatically dropped. For the 
class of 2008, The Ohio State 
University accepted 59% of its 
applicants, compared to 68% for 

College Mania 2009
by Rui Dai, Staff Writer

of the Common Application and Universal College Application. 
The Common Application and the Universal College Application 
allow students to apply to many colleges with only one application 
and—depending on the college—a small supplement.  Due to the 
convenience of the Common Application, many students are now 
applying to record numbers of colleges. According to Mr. Alexander, 
one former Beachwood student applied to twenty colleges. 
     Consequently, calm down class of 2009—this year will not be any 
much  different from the previous. 
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Bishop’s Gate at Miami University of Ohio

University Building at the Ohio State University

     Does our generation just 
have an extremely good work 
ethic?
Or are we overdoing it?
We are affected by numerous 
influences; from parents, 
teachers, and peers to what 
we see in the media.  And all 
of these are pushing us to do 
more and more, whether it 
hurts us or helps us.  It is not 

out of the ordinary now to 
see, for example, kids doing 
sports year round, participating 
in various clubs, working, 
volunteering and all the while 
taking multiple AP and honors 
classes.   
     Our busy schedules are 
largely a result of the fact 
that colleges are almost 
unanimously becoming more 
difficult to get into.  Ohio State 

University, for example, had an 
acceptance rate of 74% in 2000 
where as now the number is 
hovering around 59-60%.  Ivy 
League schools have seen this 
drop as well; universities like 
Harvard now have an acceptance 
rate at about seven to eight 
percent while in 2000 the 
acceptance rate was around 
10.9%.  While these differences 
may not seem so large, they can 
be scary for many students.    
     Senior Abby Rubin stated “the 
fact that we know that there are 
the most kids ever applying this 
year is very stressful for us.  There 
is also more pressure to get into 
the same schools or better than 
last year…there is pressure to 
make the district look better.”  
Although it would be great if we 
did this, the fact of the matter is 
that we shouldn’t have to feel as 
though if we don’t get into one 
of the top schools it makes us 
any less of a person; if anything, 
a wider variety of universities 
should show flavor and diversity 
in our class. 
     Not only are seniors haunted 
of the ghost of classes past, but 
many of us feel pressure from our 
parents as well.  Although clearly 
not all parents are the same in 
this respect, it is not uncommon 
for students to feel as though 
they have to live up to and above 
their parents’ expectations.  If 
we don’t get that great SAT or 
ACT score for instance, many 
of us feel that we have failed 
our parents.  In reality, how we 
do on these standardized tests 
don’t necessarily reflect on our 
grades or how successful we 
will be in the future; if anything, 
standardized tests show how 

good of a test taker a student is 
or how many tutoring sessions 
parents were willing to pay 
for.  This actually tends to make 
it harder for kids to motivate 
themselves to study for the tests.  
     Is it bad then that such a large 
number of students are making 
their senior years so challenging?   
While not necessarily a bad thing, 
it is unquestionably true that 
many of us have put too much 
on our plates.  In reality, it isn’t 
even always good to join such 
a large number of clubs; many 
colleges prefer to see dedication 
and leadership to a few rather 
than a flakey devotion to many.  
      As Craig Alexander put it, “You 
don’t want to be a mile wide and 
an inch deep, but an inch wide 
and a mile deep.”  Furthermore, 
at a certain point, it becomes 
clear that all you are really doing 
is fattening up your resume for 
college admittance councilors.  
Why not do several clubs that 
really interest you as opposed 
to many different groups whose 
meaning will, after a while, 
become lost on you?  Ultimately, 
the choices that we made in high 
school in terms of the clubs we 
participated in or the classes 
that we took will be forgotten; 
what we will remember is the 
experiences that we had.  So do 
the things that you love, become 
involved in groups that will help 
shape the person you want to 
become and enjoy your high 
school experience.  After all, the 
way that you live your life in high 
school will be reflected on what 
you do in college, not to mention 
the rest of your life.    

The Hyper-scheduled generation
by Suzanne Schiavone, Staff Writer
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     Boos spread through the student body 
reflecting harsh resentment, but the speakers 
overcame the negativity and commanded 
attention. 
     At the BHS activities assembly, three 
ambitious right-wing students presented 
their ideas, as they announced the beginning 
of the new Young Republicans’ Club.
     On September 10th in Mrs. Hollingsworth’s 
room, The Young Republicans’ 

Club held their first 
meeting. With twenty-
five members, the club 
officers, Danny Rose, 
Nolan Kahn, and Ethan 
Isaacson, began with 
an open forum to 
discuss their right-
wing beliefs. 
     Intense speeches 
from students, 
and debates over 
hot button issues 
abounded.
     Their 
motivation, as 
stated by Ethan 
Isaacson, is “to 
show people the 
vast differences 
in ideologies 
between 
conservatives 
and liberals, and 
hopefully change 
or reinforce their 
opinions.”
     This task has 
been a hard one 
for these right 
wing students. 
“Beachwood has 
an overwhelming 
liberal bias,” claims 
Danny Rose, stating    

that his club gives students “an option.” 
     Ethan Isaacson said, “Our club offers a much needed alternative 
to many people who are tired of the liberal bias in our school and 
hopefully will help to reverse this bias.”
     Danny Rose continued, asserting that “In Beachwood, the other 
side is pretty much covered up.”
     When asked if he felt that the faculty of BHS expresses 
biased, liberal points of view, he quickly responded, saying, “Oh 
definately… I feel that they should keep their politics out of class 
and stick straight with the facts.” 
     This elephant-loving bunch is planning “on hanging up some 
signs with facts on the issues and passing out bumper stickers 
and yard signs,” and “might even go volunteer a couple times 
before election day.”
     Speaking for the group, Nolan Kahn said, “we are actually 
working on joining The National Young Republicans Club online, 
and coordinating with them from Beachwood.”
     In describing her future hope for the club, their adviser, 
Margaret Hollingsworth claims, “I’m hoping that they get out 
there, and which ever side wins, that they stay together, and at 
least give educated views on political stances.”
    Although all the members of this club are not strict 
conservatives, Danny Rose feels that “for the most part, we all do 
agree McCain should be president.”
     Leaving the meeting, students had gained new perspectives 
through exposure to a variety of conservative views.
   Although these students are faced with such opposition, they 
will continue to persevere. Danny Rose said, “It will be a lot 
harder, but that’s part of the challenge. We’re there to spread our 
message, no matter how hard it is. In the end, when the message 
is spread, and the people make a choice for themselves, it’s the 
end result that matters.”

The Republicans 
of Beachwood
by Marc Eisenberg, Staff Writer

The Democrats of 
Beachwood

     
     We are nearing the climax of one of the most significant 
presidential campaigns in our country’s history.  Women have 
gotten further than they ever have in the election process and there 
is now a distinct possibility that we will soon be inaugurating our 
first black president.  So what does this mean to Beachwood high 
school students?  Members of Students for Barack Obama know 
that whether we are of voting age or not, as the future generation, 
we have the power to affect this election. 
     One of the co-presidents of the group, Suzanne Schiavone, 
explained, “We are trying to take an active role as opposed to a 
passive one” and, along with several members, has been canvassing 
from door to door during weekend canvassing events.  
Schiavone feels that Obama “has a good grasp on the issues and is 
more in touch with Americans than Senator McCain.  He also 
has a lot of energy, which is really important.”  When 
asked why he thought Barack Obama would be 
the right choice for president, Mr. Alexander, 
adviser to the active group, said, “I think it would 
be beneficial simply because there has been a 
Republican president for the last eight years, and so 
much in the country is in a very bad state…Obama 
would be a good choice not so much because he is a 
Democrat, but because he would be a change, and I 
think our political system thrives when there is a change 
every several years.”
     In regards to the group’s goals, co-president Devorah 
Shiffman said, “Our goal really is to get students involved 
and to get them active in volunteering because most of us 
can’t vote yet.”
    “People should make themselves aware of the candidates’ 
position, particularly in the case of kids that are able to vote, 
and students can help them and other adult voters get the facts.” 
Angela Shuckahosee, a field organizer for Obama stationed in 
Shaker Square whom Suzanne and Devorah had been working 
with, explained. “I want us to be able to raise awareness for what 
the issues are, and what Obama believes in, and what his platform 
actually is….We can clear up peoples’ misconceptions so they can 
decide for themselves based on what will really be done, not on 
campaign rhetoric.” 
      Two other endeavors besides canvassing that Shuckahosee 
hopes the group will also be able to undertake are encouraging 
people to vote early by mail and possibly holding a meeting in 

the high school 
auditorium in October 
to brief all who attend 
on Senator Obama’s 
platform and answer 
question from the 
audience. 
      “We need to go 
door to door to reach 
the undecided voters, 
independents, and the 
swing votes... these 
are the people who 
will be deciding this 
election.  That’s where 
students can play a 
crucial role.” According 
to Shuckahosee, “We 
are...trying to get the 
younger generation 
to persuade the older 
generation, in what 
is referred to as ‘the 
bottom up’ strategy...
Older voters not 
necessarily sold on 
Obama will listen 
when their grandchild 
talks to them, whereas 
they will ignore a 
phone solicitation.”      
Shuckahosee said 
that she has heard 

from grandparents who say that “they trust only the Democratic 
party to have the best interest of our children in mind.” One said, 
“I think about my children and grandchildren and this election is 
about them and it is senator Obama who has their best interest at 
heart.  It’s that simple.”

by Ilana Warner, Staff Writer Photos courtesy of M
arc Eisenberg

Seniors Andrew Goldblum and Suzanne 
Schiavone hard at work canvassing

Junior Ethan Isaacson



     After decades of student 
profiles, lunch-meat editorials 
and pleas for “Friday Night 
Lights,” the Beachcomber is 
turning fifty.  
     From 1958-2008, Beachwood’s 
aspiring journalists have 
hammered out a monthly 
(more-or-less) paper filled with 
anecdotes, complaints and 
thoughts about life.  With this 
issue of our newspaper, we enter 
a new stage of Beach-combing 
as we appeal to the past half-
century for wisdom and advice.    
     Like most things, the 
Beachcomber has evolved 
over the years.  As the date 
on the upper right corner has 
approached 2008, colored 

photographs replaced black-and-white drawings, 
computers replaced typewriters, and “Indesign” 
replaced copy-tables as the spreadsheet for the 

Happy Birthday, Beachcomber:
 Fifty Years of “Combing the Beach”

by Lauren Wyman, Staff Writer
newspaper.  Yet, the alacrity of the 
writers, the dedication of the editors 
and the constant improvement of the 
publication transcend the concept of 
time and apply to the Beachcombers 
throughout our school’s history.
     As we celebrate the Beachcomber’s 
birthday, let’s look back upon some of 
the headlines from its past.  

“‘Beachwood Place,’ New Mall, is Being 
Built on Cedar” (1977)
     “Beachwood Place, the new 
shopping mall being built on Cedar 
Road, is beginning to take shape.  Work 
began August 25 on the $30 million 
shopping complex that is due to open 
August 21, 1978…”

“Bison [football] Rally Defeats 
Newbury” (1977)
     “In no way did the first half of 
Saturday’s Beachwood-Newbury 
football game prepare the fans for 

what was in store.  The come-from-
behind victory, only the second of 
such variety in Beachwood’s history, 
marks the first time Newbury has 
fallen at the hands of the Bison.”

“Cigarette Smoking is Banned” (1981)
     “The Beachwood High School 
administration will no longer tolerate 
smoking by students at anytime or 
any place during the school year…”

“Get Hair Smart” (1966) 
     “Don’t don the dunce cap cause 
your hair’s not smart enough to 
stay set!  And don’t bury it under a 
babushka, out-of-sight is not out-of-
mind.”

Happy Birthday, Beachcomber, and 
thanks for the memories.   

us read certain books they are boring 
and not good.” 
     The facts support Bob’s attitude.  A 
recent study done by Scholastic shows 
that more than 50% of students who 
choose their own books to read over 
the summer maintain or enhance their 
knowledge and reading skills.  
     BHS Assistant Principal Paul 
Chase said, “Summer reading is very 
important, “it provides a transition 
between summer and school.” Chase 
explained that as much as students 
hate summer reading, the truth is that 
it is important. 
      English teacher Evan Luzar said, 
“It’s a great idea for kids to read 
over the summer. If they don’t read 
anything they lose all their knowledge.” 
Luzar also said that summer reading 
provides insight into the lessons in 
the upcoming school year as well 
as helping students retain past 
knowledge.  
     Although summer reading is 
important, the amount of work 
expected of Beachwood students is 
often excessive and stressful. Perhaps, 
if the workload were reduced, students 
would be more inclined to do their 
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     In July 2008, 129 presidents from universities 
and colleges around the country joined together 
to form the Amethyst Initiative; an organization 
designed to begin discussion about rethinking 
the drinking age in America.  Presidents from 
many well-known schools including Dartmouth, 
Duke, Tufts, Ohio State, Syracuse, and Kenyon, 
as well as several smaller schools, have joined 
together in an attempt to bring about “informed 
and unimpeded debate” about lowering the 
drinking age.  These schools feel that the current 
drinking age does not stop underage drinking, 
but instead forces kids to drink secretly and 
irresponsibly.  Organizations such as Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving (M.A.D.D.) have spoken out 
against the Amethyst Initiative, as they believe 
that these college presidents are simply passing 
the issue off to high school principals to reduce 
their headaches and wave the white flag to 

College presidents call for drinking age discussion…finally
by Max Sheridan, Staff Writer

     When students leave school in 
June, many are unable to relish the 
joy of summer freedom; rather, they 
approach the vacation with dread 
at the thought of summer reading. 
Beachwood is one of many local 
schools where students have large 
amounts of summer homework.  
     Martine Wilson, a junior at 
Orange High School, said “ I think it 
ís beneficial to read a lot of books 
in the summer. Then during the 
year we spend more time on single 
books, and get to do more projects 
and watch videos of the books.” 
Wilson had to read four books, 
part of the bible, and answer seven 
questions about each.
     On the other hand, sophomore 
Rachel Novick of Laurel says, “Even 
though I only had one book to read, 
it was still a pain. I got stressed with 
the thought of having to read it.” 
     Many students don’t like the 
fact that they don’t get to choose 
their books. “I wish we could pick 
our own books,” stated Bob Lach, a 
sophomore at University School, “ A 
lot of times when the teachers make 

summer reading. If there were also a choice of books, 
students would look at summer reading with less 
resentment. However, in high school, it is hard to give a 
choice of books because teachers and students would 
not be able to discuss their books in school. The bottom 
line is that summer reading is often excessive, boring and 
stressful, but it is important to have so that students are 
prepared for the year to come.  

Is summer reading necessary?
by Rachael Silver, Staff Writer

underage drinking.  The college presidents, 
however, insist that their plan would 
include substantial alcohol responsibility 
education for teens and would eventually 
allow kids to drink more safely.  If the 
drinking age were to be lowered to 18, the 
high school social scene would change 
dramatically.
     I could not agree more with the college 
presidents that have signed the Amethyst 
Initiative.  Studies have shown that about 
75% of high school student have had 
alcohol in their lifetime, and around 41% 
of all teens had consumed more than 
a few sips of alcohol by eighth grade.  
Imagine if 75% of US citizens decided 
not to drive on the right side of the road 
or pay their taxes?  Something needs to 
be done, as the current drinking age is 
clearly not preventing teens from getting 

Computer

alcohol.  If I were in congress, I would 
consider lowering the drinking age, or 
contrastingly, taking a more serious 
and punitive approach to stopping 
underage drinking.  The bottom 
line is that our lawmakers need to 
stop putting the issue off and do 
something.  Is it really right for an 
eighteen year old to be able to join the 
army and die for his country, but not 
be able to have a cold beer with his 
friends at dinner?  On the other hand, 
should our government give in to 
this unlawful behavior and lower the 
drinking age?  Although the debate 
will probably not be resolved any 
time soon, it’s encouraging to see that 
influential people and institutions are 
beginning to make a serious effort to 
achieve change. 

political cartoon by Rui Dai
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The Beachcomber Editorial Policy

The Beachcomber, through its editorial pages, provides an open forum for 
student expression. This newspaper is equally dedicated to affording an op-
portunity to all BHS students, staff, alumni, parents, and community residents 
to express their opinions on these pages.

All unsigned editorials appearing in The Beachcomber represent the opinions 
of the editorial board. They do not necessarily reflect the views of the student 
body, the staff, or the administration of Beachwood High School. 

The Beachcomber welcomes all letters to the editor, whether critical, compli-
mentary, or informative. They must be signed, although names will be withheld 
upon request in cases that may be awkward or embarrassing to the writer. Letters 
should be addressed to The Beachcomber, 25100 Fairmount Blvd., Beachwood, 
OH, 44122, or delivered to the editors or a secretary in the main office, attention 
Suzanne Schiavone. To contact Beachcomber adviser Josh Davis, please email 
him at jmd@bw.beachwood.k12.oh.us.

The Beachcomber Staff 

Beachwood High School
25100 Fairmount Boulevard
Beachwood, OH 44122

Editor-in-Chief -- Content  Suzanne Schiavone
Editor-in-Chief -- Layout  Rui Dai
Op-Ed Editor   Matt Baron
News Editor    Brynne Sekerak
Features Editor   Lauren Wyman
Sports Editor   Brett Leikin, Kevin Moss
A&E Editor    Akilah Porter
Photography Editor  Marc Eisenberg
Adviser    Josh Davis

Every issue, the Beachcomber 
Editoral Staff comes to a 
consensus on a topic, and 
publishes an unsigned editorial 
which takes a position on that 
topic.

     From the day school 
commenced, we transformed 
into a generation obsessed 
with the uncertainty of the 
future. We began to fret over 
each and every detail of the 
college application process.  
Wrinkles formed on our brows 
twenty years before they were 
supposed to be there. This can 
be attributed to the frenzy that 
manifests itself every fall in the 
senior class. 

     During this time, our futures 
are in the hands of a few college 
admission officers; they will 
decide where we are going to 
end up for the next four years; 
they are the gatekeepers of 
our destinies; it is our jobs to 
convince them that we belong 
at their institutions of higher 
education. 
     However, there comes a 
point when our obsession 
overwhelms us and our every 
action becomes intrinsically 
bound to the college 
process. Instead of enjoying 
our transient high school 
experience, we focus on the 
technicalities of grades. 

     Of course, that is not to say we 
are solely to blame; our parents 
create much of the stress we 
feel as they place the burden of 
their high expectations on our 
shoulders. eSIS makes it easier for 
them to scrutinize our grades and 
become omnipresent in our every 
move. Not that we blame eSIS of 
course, as it is helpful in keeping 
track of our academic progress, 
but the pressure of our parents 
knowing every single detail of our 
grades is nerve wracking. This is 
especially true during the fall of 
our senior year.  
    It may be helpful, for the sake of 
our sanity and the sanity of those 
around us, to take a step back from 

the complex college process 
and look at it from an outside 
perspective.  Yes, we need to 
work hard this year.     And yes, 
we need to do our best on 
college applications.  But do we 
really need to be worrying as 
much as we are?    
     Even if we don’t get into that 
dream school, we will all end up 
at a school where—no matter 
the prestige or reputation—we 
will be happy.  Whether you 
end up at Harvard or Tri-C, you 
will be exposed to an exciting 
new world.  

     Teenagers in this day and age, and particularly 
at Beachwood High School, are used to 
depending on technology to do everything 
for them.  So when the supervisor engine, the 
machine that controls everything in Beachwood 
school district’s network, broke, everyone was 
at a complete loss.  We had gone from having 
our advanced world of technology one second 
to reverting back to what seemed like the stone 
age the next.  Everything during those few days 
without computer access seemed to come to a 
crashing halt.  
     This publication, for example, was unable to 
work for the duration of the outage, resulting 
in an extended deadline, and Oculus editor 
Abby Rubin reported that “It’s stressful because 
everything we do is online and we have a lot 
to do for each deadline.”  Even teachers, who 
use their computers to report attendance 
(among other things) seemed to not know what 
to do with themselves.  As a result it was not 
uncommon to see teachers leaving much earlier 
than they may have otherwise, as they didn’t 
really have much they could do at school.  
     The technological “doomsday” was started 
when, on Thursday September 25th, the 
supervisor engine went out.  The better part of 
Friday was spent working on it and finally, they 
programmed it and the system was back up.  
However, that Sunday around one o’clock, the 
system cut out again.  This time, they determined 
that it was genuinely broken and sent out for a 
new part from Cisco Systems, the company that 
makes them.  The new part was sent out and the 
district received it promptly, only to find out that 
Cisco Systems had sent out the wrong model.  
Although the part was played around with, it 
was determined that it wasn’t going to work with 
our system.  Six hours later, the correct shipment 

came and soon the network was up and 
running again.  
     Clearly, one thing that the district has 
been made aware of by this incident is 
the fact that they need to have a plan in 
place in case something like this were to 
happen again.  The main step that has 
been taken is that an older model was 
reprogrammed so that in the event that a 
system crash were to happen in the future, 
the middle school, board of education, 
high school library, and the principal 
and assistant principal’s offices would be 
plugged in.  However as Ron Matuszak, 
one of the people directly involved in the 
repair, explained, “We have had that piece 
of equipment for about nine years…this 
supervisor engine is new so it shouldn’t 
happen again.”  
     Though brief, the network crisis 
should be enlightening for us.  While 
they can help us substantially, computers 
(along with other technology) can also 
hurt us.  This can be true of anything 
that we place too much faith in, but 
our overdependence in technology is 
important to consider when looking 
at computers in particular.  We store 
everything on them, from pictures of 
important moments of our lives to 
college application essays.  Yet as we have 
seen, without warning our connection 
with them could be cut off in a second.  
Although clearly they are more effective 
than good old-fashioned pen and paper, 
if you think about it, we are essentially 
saving our life’s work on temperamental 
machines and we could lose everything in 
a flash.  Even backing up information on 

tools like external hard drives or flash 
drives isn’t always safe; they are just 
another type of unstable technology.        
     In a sense, our dependence on 
technology reflects the way our culture 
looks at life.  We are a generation who 
wants instant gratification and we 
are able to achieve this with the help 
of technology, whether it hurts us 
or helps us.  When filling out college 
applications online, for example, it is 
all too easy to misstate your birthday 
or ethnicity; all it takes is a little click 
of the wrong key.  This is true when 
corresponding online as well.  We may 
say something completely innocently 
or jokingly in an email and instead 
of having it taken that way, read as 
though we are being completely 
seriously, usually resulting in some 
sort of disagreement and obvious 
misunderstanding.  All of this isn’t 
to say, necessarily, that we should 
condone technology and revert back 
to how things used to be, but that 
perhaps we should take the time to 
talk to a person face to face instead of 
on the internet or write something out 
on paper as opposed to typing it.  In 
the end, it is clear that with technology 
advancing at the current rate that it is, 
there is no way that people will turn 
their backs on it.  All we can hope, 
therefore, is that our dependence 
doesn’t become too strong and that 
in the future, we are still able to have 
real connections with the people and 
things that we once had.   

Considering our dependence on technology
by Suzanne Schiavone, Staff Writer
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Snoristas: Why you should avoid watching “Turistas” on HBO

The 
BISON 
BeAT

Macbeth
September 24 - November 7 
Playhouse Square
Variouos showings

Sara Bareilles
November 3
House of Blues
7:00pm

A Chorus Line
October 14 - October 26 Playhouse SquareVarious showings

Coldplay
October 21 
Quicken Loans Arena
7:30pm

Jack’s Mannequin
November 10
Grog Shop
6:30pm

Cobra Starship 
October 12
House of Blues
6:00pm

Carlos Mencia
November 13
Playhouse Square 
8:00pm

The 
BISON
ScrAmBle
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_  _  _  _  _  _
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_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _

T O N E D I N T E

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _

C O R E S C

_  _  _  _  _  _

B E L S A M S Y

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _

M I R C H E S T Y

_   _   _   _   _   _   _  _   _

THEME: 

“Back to School”

Think you have what it takes to unscramble these 
words?

Be the first to e-mail the correct answers to Suzanne 
Schiavone , Editor, and win a free smoothie courtesy of 

The Beachcomber Staff. 

     If stupidity were a crime, the producers of 
“Turistas” would be spending some time on 
death row.  With bad acting, a low budget, 
a poorly written plot, and so much more, 
“Turistas” could be one of the worst movies 
made in the last decade. 
      A group of naïve, oblivious teenagers 
travel to Brazil looking for fun, but their 
vacation quickly turns to a disaster when 
their tour bus crashes, leaving them stranded 
in an unfamiliar area.  This cliché plot has 
been used over and over again, and only a 
few movies have actually been successful 

with it.  This movie was definitely not one 
of them.  Director John Stockwell fails his 
tiny group of fans by casting unknown 
actors and actresses such as Josh 
Duhamel, Mellissa George, Olivia Wilde, 
and Desmond Askew.  
     Horror fans will walk out of this movie 
feeling disappointed, due to the fact that 
the only horror scene in this “horror film” 
lasts about eight minutes, and isn’t very 
frightening. 
      Beachwood student and horror film 
fanatic Danny Goodman calls the movie 

“a joke”.  He says that “not only is it a bad 
movie, but it is a waste of your time and 
money”.  If you do not want to take his 
word for it, “Turistas” is currently airing on 
HBO on demand.  
     If you’re looking for a movie to watch 
on a Friday night, take Danny’s advice and 
avoid “Turistas”.  Due to its awful acting, 
poor filming, small budget, and appalling 
directing, I feel this movie deserves 1 out 
of 5 stars. 

by Jackson Hyams, Staff Writer

Cake Shop review

     As you walk in, the smell of sugar and 
cake overcomes you. The simple white walls 
compliment the intricate and colorful cakes 
throughout the store. Photos of previous cakes 
remind you of past celebrations. The store is 
truly a sight to behold. 
     White Flower Cake Shop was founded by 
Marianne Carroll and Lauren Bozich in March 
2007. Since then, they have been on the Food 
Network and voted best cake decorators of 
2007 by Cleveland Magazine. They have also 
been called to appear on the Food Network 
again in October. 
     “We want to stress that we aren’t a normal 
bakery,” expresses owner Lauren Bozich. When 
it comes to their cakes, they are completely 
original and unique. 
     Lauren and Marianne have been friends since 
junior high, which they attended in Mentor. 
When they graduated, they separated and went 
to two different art schools. There they both 
majored in sculpting and painting. “After art 
school we never imagined that we would start 
a cake shop,” Bozich comments.
     Although they have artistic background, they 

are self-taught when it comes to creating 
cake. Lauren and Marianne must train all 
their staff. While creating cakes is certainly 
a process, so was creating the name White 
Flower. “We knew we wanted hot pink, 
black and white flowers in our logo,” said 
Lauren, “but we couldn’t think of a name. 
Everything just didn’t sound right to us.” 
After hours of deliberation, 
it finally came to them. 
     Cake creating is certainly 
a process. Cake decorating 
times vary. A large wedding 
cake can take a full day, 
while a simple birthday 
cake may only take a few 
hours. Sugar flowers that 
adorn the cakes can take 
weeks in advance. “It all 
depends on the size of 
the cake, and the design 
of it.” Lauren answers while pointing to a 
picture of their largest and most intricate 
cake, called the Danielle cake. 
     You may wonder how make a simple 
piece of cake into a realistic and colorful 
masterpiece? They begin by stacking the 
cake and then shaving it down. Once in 

the needed shape, they cover it in icing 
and fondant (sugar dough). After covered, 
Marianne and Lauren will hand paint and 
put decorations on the cake. With some 
finishing touches, the cake is now ready to 
enjoy.
     “Our business is made up of 60% 
wedding cakes and 40% birthday 

cakes.” Lauren states. 
During wedding season, 
Lauren and Marianne are 
jam-packed with wedding 
cake orders. As the season 
dies down, they to work 
on their retail sales, like 
cupcakes, and small 
birthday cakes. There 
are scary aspects to the 
business as well, such as 
transporting. “Everyone 

also honks a yells at us” Lauren 
recalled. When transporting 

cakes they must drive slowly in order to not 
damage the cake. “We are thinking about 
getting a sign and putting it on the back of 
our truck.” 
    Next time you think about biting into 
a cupcake think about biting into one of 
White Flowers, rich, decadent and moist 
cupcakes

Intricately decorated cake ph
ot

o 
by

 R
ac

ha
el

 S
ilv

er



Senior John Edwards outruns a tackle from Chagrin photo by Marc Eisenberg

Football team exceeds expectations
     Despite the loss of 10 key starters this 
past season, the Bison football team 
has exceeded pre-season expectations. 
Battling a rigorous CVC schedule, 
Beachwood has come away with wins 
against non-conference rivals Cleveland 
East and Lincoln West.
      The Bison started their season with 
three consecutive home games. Led by 
senior captains Josh Musch (OL/DL) and 
Nahshon Yehudah- Rodgers (WR/DB), the 
team was victorious in two out of three. 
      During the Cleveland East game, the 
Beachwood defense dominated the 
opposing team’s offensive attack for four 
quarters. Junior Linebacker Matt Sabroff 
sustained the energy of the unit as they 
shutout their opponents 14-0 in an 
impressive second week victory.

     The very next week against Lincoln West, it 
was the offense’s time to shine. Lighting fast 
running back Airion Watkins-Clark showed 
his ability to blow through holes opened 
up by the powerful Beachwood offensive 
line that dominated the battle upfront the 
entire game. The passing game also excelled 
as the sure-handed Beachwood wide 
receivers hauled in accurate throws made by 
Senior Quarterback, Justin Hernandez. This 
extremely balanced offense left a staggering 
number on the scoreboard leading to a 39-12 
win.
      Many thought that this ’08 squad would 
not obtain a winning record all year, but 
according to Hernandez they have not “lived 
up to their goals so far this season.” 
     “Confidence is the issue” according to 
the senior quarterback, who believes that 

by Brett Leikin, Staff Writer
his team is on the road to state playoff 
contention. 
     The Bison will need this kind of 
confidence when they line up against C.V.C. 
powerhouses such as Aurora, Chagrin Falls, 
and Perry; games in which they are heavy 
underdogs.
     “Football is a game, anything is possible” 
said Senior Lineman Josh Musch; who 
is used to being on a team with low 
expectations. 
     The football team’s roster features 
25 underclassman opposed to just 13 
upperclassmen, 8 of them being seniors. 
On paper, the 2008 Beachwood football 
appears to be in the midst of a re-building 
year. Despite this label, the team, thus far 
in the season, seems determined to prove 
critics wrong.  
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     The Beachwood cross-country 
team has gotten off to a hot start 
this fall, with the Men’s team 
winning two events and placing 
second in another.  Meanwhile, 
the Women’s team has placed 
second and fifth in their 
respective events.  
     “One goal this year is to try 
and advance the both teams 
to regionals and maybe even 
to states,” said senior Captain 
Rebecca Wolkoff.
     Danny Weiss, Evan Weiss, and 
Sabrina Rose accompany Wolkoff 
as captains to advance the Bison 
to the promised land.

Freshman Nicole Rubinstein races towards the finish ph
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X-country 
excels
by Brett Leikin and Kevin Moss, 
Staff writers     



Senior Co-captain Larry Slaughter maneuvers the ball.
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would like to be, but Harvey’s 
game served a purpose of 
allowing us to control the 
field of play with numerous 
passing exchanges and 
finishing shots.” 
      The Lady Bison- spoiled 
by such success- then walked 
into their hardest game of 
the season, Hawken, and lost 
the game 0-3. But the girls 
have a strong bond and carry 
themselves with pride and 
determination. 
     One of the many captains, 
Danielle Sperling, shared that 
“having a strong connection 
with the team allows us 
to enjoy each game and 
communicate on the 
field, leading us to 

12The Beachcomber

by Kevin Moss, Staff Writer

Confidence brings victory for Lady Bison soccer
by Hillary Sadler, Staff Writer

     The old saying that 
experience is everything 
holds true for the Beachwood 
Men’s Soccer team.  Loaded 
with 12 seniors and a bevy of 
returning underclassmen, the 
team looks forward to having 
a successful 2008 campaign. 
      “These upperclassmen 
give us size and leadership 
for the younger players.  The 
seniors will measure the 
level of success this season,” 
said Assistant Varsity Coach 
Burwell. 
     The Bison will play a 
plethora of state ranked 
teams this year, as well as 
playing in difficult conference 
games. 
     With the help of senior 
captains Nicky Espinosa, 
A.J. Rabovsky, and Larry 
Slaughter, the Bison 
battled 80 minutes with 
the defending Hawken 
team, but eventually lost a 
heartbreaking 1-0 to the state 
runner-ups.
     The turning point of 
the game was when the 
Hawken striker snuck behind 
the Bison defense on a 
breakaway.  Senior goalie 

Andrew Goldblum dove for 
the ball nobly, but came up 
empty. The team looked 
despondent, but refused to 
go down without a fight. 
     “Playing the number one 
team in the state to the 
final minute really shows 
that we can compete 
with anyone,” said senior 
midfielder Dan Tamarkin.  
“It hasn’t translated into 
wins yet, but it has given 
us the confidence to 
know that we’re capable 
of beating these teams,” 
added senior defender and 
Captain A.J. Rabovsky. 
     During the summer, 
the team participated in a 
preseason trip to Colorado 
to build continuity and 
chemistry.  
     “On the trip, we did a lot 
of team building exercises.  
We found success beating 
some club level teams, and 
giving us confidence leading 
into the season,” said A.J. 
Rabovsky.
     However, on the trip the 
Bison also suffered a couple 
key injuries.  Seniors Joe 
Tramer and Tony Amaddio 

both endured setbacks which 
kept them out of the opening 
games.
     The coaching staff inserted 
multiple sets and formations 
in order to replace the injured 
starters.  
     As the Beachcomber goes to 

Bison Soccer Scores

press, the Bison have a 6-8 record.  
“The season is long and we’re going 
to have to overcome adversity.  With a 
quality senior class and a compliment 
of underclassmen, we’re going to be 
just fine,” said Coach Burwell.
     The Rumbling Herd is in a tough  
division, which features some of 
the best teams in the state.  It’s 
going to be very difficult to win 
the conference, but with the senior 
leaders carrying the load, anything is 
possible.

     Have you seen the 
movie 300, where the 
warriors demonstrated 
total dedication and drive 
to succeed? This year’s Lady 
Bison soccer season mirrors 
this sentiment exactly, as the 

team displayed appropriate 
aggression on the field 
that resulted in 300-like 
domination. 
     Having a successful 
season thus far has given 
the girls confidence and 
the drive to continue 
working towards future 
victories. On Tuesday 
September 16th the Lady 
Bison were victorious over 
the Painesville Harvey Red 
Raiders, finishing the game 
with a strong 10-0 win. 

Coach Stacy Davis explained 
“We’ve been struck with 
injury, so we’re not where we 

success.” 
     This 2008 season of 7-2-2 
has left the girls with both 
the sweet taste of victory 
and the bitter taste of defeat. 
Numerous injuries on the 
team generated a tangible 
sense of discouragement, 
but the Lady Bison pushed 
through the injuries, wished 
the girls a quick recovery, and 
continued working hard at 
practices and games. 
     Junior Kali Morgenstern 
explained “through hard work, 
dedication and teamwork, our 
team is able to have success 
on and off of the field.” 

Senior Ashley Debeljak gets ready to score

     Losing over half of varsity players to graduation this past year, it was a struggle for the 
2008 Lady Bison Tennis team to maintain their reputation for dominance established in 
years past. The young ’08 squad was up to the challenge as they posted a near-perfect 
13-3 regular season record, while finishing 2nd in their respected conference.
     When asked about their pre-   season goals, Senior Captain Marla Lypsic responded, “I 
think our expectations/goals for this year were pretty clear: We wanted to win as many 
matches as possible, but we also wanted to become more of a team, which I think we 
accomplished.”  
     As the Beachcomber goes to press, they begin their quest to earn a state bid today  in 
the sectional tournament. 

Lady Bison Tennis team meets expectations
by Brett Leikin, Staff Writer


